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S C O T T I S H R I T E ,

ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED.

C H A P T E R F I R S T .

INTRODUOTIO N .
— ExpLANATION O F THE NATURE O F THE H ISTO RY.

—PLAN
or THE W O RK — AUTHORS REF ERRED To.

—R EMARR S.

THE Au thor, in presenting the following History, to the
Masonic fraternity, proposes to g ive a succinct account of

W hat i s known am ong them as the High Degrees ,
”
so far as

that history m ay be connected with their introduction into
this coun try, and their progress, up to the present tim e .

His connection with the Suprem e Council has been a long
one , and during the tim e in which he was called upon to oflici

ate as Secretary General of the body, the request was m ade
,

that he shoul d prepare a history O f the sam e . In accordance
with that request, tlfe work was comm enced in 1 853 , and was
carried on through a period of two or m ore years, during
which tim e

,
all the printed docum ents and m anuscripts aecom

panying the history ,
were collected from the hands of scatter

ed m em bers , together with translations from French and Ger

m an Au thors who had written upon the subject The collation
of the sam e was comm enced at a tim e when Party Sp irit ran
high am ong the fraternity , and in the report which was then
written, and delivered to the Council, m uch m atter found its
W ay, which , at the present tim e wou ld be deem ed O bjectiona
ble , and entirely ou t of place .

Having been subsequently called upon by the Latom ia So
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ciety of Atlantic Lodge, of which he is a m em ber , to read
the Report before them ,

he under took to remove from it all

objectionable features
,
and place it in the form of a ser ies of

Lectures
,
which were deliv ered before the Society during the

winter of 1 860 . The favor with which the Lectures were
received, and the expressed wish of the Society that they
shou ld be published

,
have led him to re write the Lectures in

the form O f a History, in which shape it now appears . And

it is hoped , that while it will throw som e light upon m any

par ts of the subject which have been hitherto dark ,
i t will

also answer another very impor tant object to the Fraternity,
viz., it will bring to light m any docum ents which have been

generally unknown , will place in their hands m any others
which are not to be found at the present tim e, being ou t of

print, and preserve the whole in the form of a hand boo/c

fOr future reference.

In collecting m aterials for the History of the Sublim e de
grees, he has sought to avail him self of every source of au then
tic, and valuable inform a tioii , applicable to his design of m a

king the work both interesting and u seful . How far these
endeavors m ay have been successful , m ust be subm itted to the
deliberate consideration of the reader . In justice to him self
he

'

can truly say, that he has avoided no reasonable labor to
m ake the publication worthy the approbation of the Frater
nity, although he has fallen far short of satisfying him self, or
of accomplishing all that he had an ticipat ed at its comm ence
m ent. His principal aim has been throughou t, to present a
brief, yet correct account O f such m atter s in relation to the

Sublim e degrees, as he conceived best wor thy of preserving ,
and most likely to prove a repository of valuable historical
and statistical inform ation . He is however constrained to ac

knowledge that, had he, in the comm encem ent
, been able to

realize in any considerable degree , the labor he was about to
assum e, and the obstacle s he encountered in his progress, he
would have been alm ost deterred from the undertaking . The

peculiar condition and deficiency of m any records, and the

difficulty in Obtaining those in possession of other persons. are
two )f the Obstacles am ong those to which he alludes
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I t would be proper here to state, that the degrees , to which
this hi story relates, have no connection whatever with what is
known as Ancient Craft M asonry ,

" whether derived from
York

,
in Eng land , or K ilwinning , in Scotland . That system

consis ts of the three first degrees of Masonry, known as the

Entered Apprentice
,
the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason ,

with the appendage of wha t is now term ed the Royal Arch.

”

These degrees form a system wi thin them selves, com plete in
all its parts , are of great an tiquity, having becom e hoary with
age m any centuries before the High degrees cam e into being .

This sim ple system is
,
in fact, the basis of all other Masonic

degrees, by whatever nam e they m ay be called.

This is the system which has been received and practiced
upon in this country, from the year 1 730 up to 1 800 , at which
tim e it took to itself a new form . Hitherto the Royal Arch
degree was conferred in Blue Lodges , under the appellation of

a Chapter ,
”
and the Mark degree was conferred in M ar/c

Lodg es ,
” which were distinct bodies . But when the work of

the three first degrees had at that tim e becom e sys tem atized ,
and placed in the form of

“
Lectures ,

”
the sam e set of m en

were requested to revise degrees for the Chapter
,
and place

them also in form . They accordingly m et, took the M ark

degree for the comm encem ent, added the Past M aster as the

fifth
,
displaced a portion of the Royal Arch , and called it the

M ost Excellent M aster ,
”

and finished with the Royal Arch.

These four degrees then becam e a system , and , with the first
three degrees added , form Seven ,

as the received sy stem in this
country, styled ,

“
Ancient Craft M asonry .

” The degrees of
Royal and Select Master , are still kept separate , although ,
strictly speaking , the system withou t them is incomplete .

Subsequently, in 1 81 1 , the O rders of K nighthood were
system atized and introduced . There had been

,
as early as

1 790 to 1 795, Encam pm ents O f K nights Tem plar , but the

bodies O f that nam e conferred but one degree. Nor was it
necessary for a m an to be a Mason , in order to be entitled to
i t. The degree, then,

had nothing to do with Masonry. But

abou t this tim e the system was organi zed by a body of the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite. They m ade the
“
Knight
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qf the Red Cross , which is synonym ou s with Knight Qf the

E ast
”

and
“
Prince of Jerusalem ,

”
the first the K night

Templar ,
”
Which is synonym ous wi th the

“ Rose Croix
”
and

K adosh, the second ; the
“
Knight of M alta

”
or St John

of Jerusalem (a detached degree), the third the Knight of
the Christian M ark

,

’
the fourth and Knight of the Holy

Sepulchre,
"
the fifth and last. These were embodied as En

cam pm ent degrees , and were conferred at that tim e according
to the ritual of the Ancien t and Accepted Scottish R ite , from
which the principal degrees were derived . The lecturers,
however , soon took them in hand , shaped them according to

their views , adopted a system of Lectures, and by the year
1 81 6 they were adopted, and placed where they now stand a

General Grand Encam pm ent was form ed , and they virtually
becam e part and parcel of Ancient Craft Masonry. This is
the system adopted in this Country as leg itim ate Ancien t Craft
Masonry, and, as a natura l consequence , no other system i s
sought after .

I t is not, however , known or practiced in England , Scotland,
or I reland . In all those countries they practice the first three
degrees like ourselves

,
follow them with the Royal Arch

, as of

old , while the Tem plars
’ degree is al together a separate m atter .

The Past Master ’s degree rem ains in the Blue Lodge , where it
belongs ; and the Mark degree is conferred as a side degree
pertaining to the Fellow Craft.
Europe differs from u s al together , m any portions of it

,
as

well as Sou th Am erica and the islands
, adopting the Ancient

and Accepted Scottish R ite. Like u s
,
they begin with the first

three degrees, after which com es in thirty degrees , beg inning
with the Fourth , O r Secret Master, and term inating with the

Thirty-third. W hile they leave ou t the Chapter and Encam p
m ent degrees (as known in the system which we now practice),
they g ive the sam e degrees in another form and nam e

,
and

with m any additions and extensions. Thu s the R oyal A rch

degree i s synonym ous with the Thirteenth and Four teenth
,
the

Red Cross with the Fifteenth and Sixteenth
, the Tem plar

with the Eighteenth and Thirtieth , while the rem aining deg rees
are all of them disconnected . In France they have condensed
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the first eighteen degrees into seven, the Rose Croix being the
Seventh , and i t is now known all over the world as the

M odern F rench Rite.
”

Perhaps this short sketch w ill show to the Am erican Mason,
the reason why so m any foreign Masons are turned from the

door of the Lodge when they apply for adm i ssion, on the

ground that they are M odern ,

”
or

“ Spurious . They have all
received the sam e thing , and in a m anner qu ite as leg itimate,
but they have received them in a form differing som ewhat from
our own .

This system ,
then, viz . , the Ancient and Accepted Scottish

R ite, is the one of which thi s book purports to be a short
hi story. I t has been known under variou s nam es, as the

Inefl
‘

able,
”
the “

Sublim e
,

”
the “ Exalted or High degrees ,

”
the

Philosophical ,
”
the Scottish System ,

’
the Rite of Perfection,

’

the
“
R ight of Heredom ,of K ilwinning ,

”
and the “ fl ncient and

fl ccepted Scottish R ite,
”
now comprising thirty degrees in num ~

ber
,
beg inning with the Fourth , or Secret Master , and term i

nating with the Thirty-third , or Sovereign Grand Inspector
General ,— the m embers of the last nam ed degree constitu ting
a Suprem e Grand Council , which is the absolute ruler or gov

erning power of the R ite.

This system has m ade its way to this Country, and is now

firm ly established am ong us. Until of late, its progress has
been var ied— som etim es being in a thriving condition

, in

certain locations, and som etim es being almost extinct. But

w i thin a few years it has lifted up its head . I t is estab lished
in Sou th Carolina , Louisiana, New York , Massachusetts, Con
necticut, N ew Jersey, O hio and I llinoi s, and bids fair to be
practised in every State in the Union. I t is to be regretted
tha t , from its very comm encem ent , its progress in this Country,
as well as in other lands , has been m arked with bitter conten

tions and constant quarrel s , for the sim ple reason that, hitherto .

one system has been antagoni stic to the other , by which both
have becom e m ixed and confused .

In all these difficul ties Masons of every degree have taken
an active part . And it is lam entable

,
now ,

to look back and

witness the m any seriou s m istakes which have been m ade from
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a m ere want of knowledge concerning the history and events
connected with the R ite. I t is that which has led the au thor
to a very close and careful exam ination of the subject, produc~
ing in the end this history, which he offers for your encourage
m ent. Every Master Mason needs the inform ation which it
contains and it is in tended for such. as well as for m em bers
of the High degrees.
W hile the bodies working in Ancient Craft Masonry have

the simple appellation of Lodges, those under this rite claim a

greater antiqu ity, a purer ritual , and, above all, a controlling
power—s tyling their bodies Chapters, Colleges, Areopagi ,
Consistories and Councils. They have m ade strong and long
continued efforts to rem ove the ancient landm arks, that they
m ight, if possible, supersede the old system , and replace i t
with the new .

O ne party has claim ed that the whole system i s a continua

tion of Ancient Craft Masonry, as so m any links in a chain,
reaching from the bottom to the t0 p of the edifice

, one link of

which being wanting , the whole wou ld be u seless and com e to
nothing— by such assertions deceiving the m em bers of Ancient
Craft Masonry into the belief that, their initiation into the

High degrees was a necessity, if they desired to com plete their
Masonic education.

Another party has been equally earnest in con tending for the
precedence of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite over the
York R ite, and have endeavored to establish and constitute
Sym bolic Lodges of their own, wi th what they call a purer

rite,
” thus superseding , or conflicting with the York bodies and

the Grand Lodges from which they derive .

W hile another party, which includes a large portion of the

Fraternity, have discarded the R ite altogether. They have
been educated in , and have lived under , the Ancient York R ite .

They are satisfied with its teachings, u sages, governm ent, &c.,

and are qu ite unwilling to relinquish a system so generally
received and practiced , for another of such questionable
authority, and of which they know nothing.

These controversies have been a source of annoyance and

trouble , from the very comm encem ent of the organization.
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copious and full extracts have been g iven from the following

French au thors, viz.
Thorn

— Ad a Latamorum .

Ragon.
— O rthodox Magonnique .

Gland — Hist. Pitt. de la Franc Mac.

K aufm an and Cha grin
— Hist. Philos. de la F ranc Mac.

M old — Hist. Gen . de la Franc Mac.

Besuchet.— Précis Hist. de la Franc Mac.

Lem
'

qrm
— Apergu Général, &c .

Vassal.— Essai , &c.

Vidal F ezendie .
— Essai Hist. sur la Franc Mac.

Chem in Dupontes.
— Cours Pratique de Franc Mac.

Boubée.
— Etudes sur la Franc Mac.

Bobrik des Etanges , and other s. Also
R ecuiel des Actes du Sup . Conseil de France.

R eport of Leblanc de M arconnay translated by Ladebat .
And last, not least, a work wr itten by Messrs. Lam arre and

Ladebat, of New O rleans. The au thors of which have shown a

dep th of research, and a patience of labor, which is wor thy of

all praise. And, although the au thor cannot agree wi th them
in m any of their inferences, and wou ld not attem pt to exam ine
in to

,
or decide upon, the m erits of the case which they attem pt

to plead, yet he is constrained to offer to them his thanks for
the im por tant facts which the production of their work has
brought to light.
That portion of the history connected wi th our own coun try,

is derived from the records of the Sovereign Grand Consistory ;
from the Hon. JOHN W . MULLIGAN

, Fir st Grand Comm ander
of the O rder, succeeding Joseph Cerneau ; from the regi ster
and papers of the late D. L. M . PEIxo'

rro ; from docum ents
in possession of R . M. Srorronn, M.D ., Newburyport, Mass.
from SETH DRIGGS, Esq. from the late FRANCIS BUBUAB

,
late

LEWI S TIMOLAT, JAMES HEHBING, Esq., and others . Som e of

the brethren above m entioned have died since the hi story was
comm enced . To those who are li ving , the author would return
his thank s for the many acts of kindness he has received at

their hands, whil e engaged in thi s work .

The au thor wi ll have occasion to say som ething in the
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history concerning that sect of people denom inated Israelites
or Jews, partly in the way of quotations from different au thors,
and partly on his own responsibility. As far as it regards the

quotations, he can only say that, he feels him self obliged to

g ive the words of others precisely as they are written , if he

g ives them at all, and , of course, is not accountable for the
sentim ents which they entertain . Bu t as far as he is individu
ally concerned , he would say that, he does not m ake use of the

term Jew
”
in derision ,

as som e no doub t will suppose
,
bu t

simply as a m atter of ju stice to the degrees denominated the

Exalted or Sublim e,
’
numbering from the Seventeenth to the

Thir ty-third, inclusiv e .

These degrees, or at least som e of them ,
are founded upon ,

and prom ulgate the peculiar doctrines of Christianity, m ore
especially the Div ini ty , Death , Resurrection and A scension of

the Messiah, our comm on Lord . The right of possession to all

the degrees of Masonry, up to the Sixteenth of the Ancient
and A ccepted R i te , i s claim ed by all sects of people alike ,
because they are not based upon, and have no direct allu sion
to these doctrines. But the Statu tes of the O rder , as well as

the m oral sense of the m em bers of the insti tu tion ,
require that

a Jew should go no further in these m ysteries, because he is
not a beli ever in the doctrines which they assum e to teach . I t

is m ost true, that the degrees Spoken of
,
have been altered ,

interpolated, rem odelled , and reconstructed in such a way as to

accomm odate them selves to the feelings of all concerned . I t

is true that, the opposers of these doctrines have pu t out of the
way, the plainest and m ost im pressive emblem s

,
and

,
at the

sam e tim e, have so covered up and m ystified with science and

philosophy, falsely so called, those sym bol s and emblem s which
they have suffered to rem ain , that it would now pu zzle a wise
m an to find out, by careful study and deep investigation , what,
if any, m eaning attached to them . But with these deg rees , so
remodelled , we have nothing to do. The Sovereign Grand
Consistory rejected them al together ,— taking its stand on the

original or ancient ground (if any such ground there be), and
issued the following edict, under date of November 1 4th,
1 82 3
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The Sovereign Grand Consistory having heard read a com m unicatifi"

from our Representative for the State of South Carolina (Charleston),
respecting the pretended Grand Council in the said State , and, having
seriously deliberated on the sam e, has felt it a duty, thus prom ptly and

expressly to caution all Councils and Chapters deriving their au thority
from under this Sovereign Grand Consistory, against having any connec

tion, or holding correspondence with any Councils or Chapters, or with
any person or persons professing to be m em ber or m em bers of any Coun

oil or Chapter, located in the United States of Am erica or elsewhere,

particu larly with certain SO C I ETIES under the assum ed title of K ADO SH,’

whose m embers are unworthy of possessing the Sublim e degrees ofPhilo
sophic Masonry, which are founded on the Christian R eligion ,

to which
they are enem ies in principles, and not recognized by this Sovereign Grand
Consistory ; all and every such Chapter being Spurious and I rregu lar, and
their m em bers &c.

There is connected with this history a stati stic account of
the Sovereign Grand Consistory and Suprem e Grand Council,
from its comm encem ent up to the present tim e . This account
i s an abstract from the records of the Consistory, from the

docum ents issued, from the docum ents in possession of m any
of the old m em bers of the body, and from such other sources
as have been presented to him by those surviving m embers of
the old Council ,— a11 of which are authentic and indispu table.
He has endeavored to produce the simple facts as they stand
recorded, and it i s hoped they wi ll be fairly exam ined . He

has also g iven the docum ents in full , which have been issued
by the O pposers of the O ld Council in all i ts stages, in

order, not only to avoid the im putation of partial dealing , but
also to give a fair opportuni ty to all concerned, that they may
form correct opinions , as it regards the m uch abu sed Sovereign
Grand Consistory and Suprem e Council established by the

Paddling Jeweller , Joseph Cerneau .

”
If the hi story herewith

subm itted shall have the effect of enlightening those who are

in darkness, concerning the regularity of the Council , or of

removing the prejudices of those who have, hitherto, conscien
tiously believed that the Cerneau Council

”
was in the wrong ,

the desire of the writer will be gained . He is perfectly willing
to leave the m atter there.
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O RIGIN AND PRO GRESS O F THE RITE O F PERFECTION .

The doctrine of “ DERIVATIO N advocated as the bas is of all “ legal Masonic

bodies — F ormation of the Grand Lodge of F rance — Introduction of new

degrees into the system of Masonry Council of the Emperors of the East
and W est—“Lacorne Grand Lodge

— Rite of Perfection— The Council in
which it is practiced, unites with the Grand Lodge of F rance -Union of

the Grand Lodge of F rance with the Grand O rient— Grand Chapter Gen
eral of F rance unites with the Grand O rient—Nature of the Grand O rient

of F rance Tablet,
”
showing the progress of the R ite

— 1 761— STErHEN

MonrN—H is Patent, or Power-4—Controversy between the Grand O rient

and the Suprem e Council of F rance concerning the rights of the Grand

O rient—St. Dom ingo—Stephen Morin
’

s Patent annulled in 1 766—Estab
lishm ent of the Supreme Council of Charleston, May 3l st, 1 80 1— They
adopt a new rite,

”
and issue a Circular in 1 80 2 .

IN order to arrive at a proper understanding , and to form
just conclu sions upon the subjects which are intended to be set

forth in this history, it is highly necessary to know from whence
these degrees are derived, as well as the m anner in which they
have com e to us.

All known Masonic bodies which are i n reality, regularly
constituted . derive their power for the performance of Masonic
work , the conferring of degrees , &c .,

from a regular head . In

the case of Symbolic Lodges , the power in the present day is
derived from a Grand Lodge . The sam e rule is observed in
the case of Royal Arch Chapters and Encam pm ents of K nights
Tem plar. Although the bodies working under the Ancient
and Accepted R ite are looked upon in this country as irregular ,
yet they are not so esteem ed in m any other parts of the globe .

The sam e care and caution which is m anifested here concerning
the Lodges, Chapters and Encam pm ents under the English or
York R ite, are m anifested abroad in regard to the correctness
and purity of the subordinate bodies under the Ancient and
Accepted R ite . They have a regularly organized and acknow~

ledged head , from which they derive their power and are con
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stantly under inspection ,
quite as rigid as is to be fO und here .

And it is proper to rem ark that , while the York R ite and the

York form u la are only exclusive, or the acknowledged and

established system of Great Britain and the United States , the
Ancient and Accepted R ite is acknowledged , and prevail s in
France , Switzerland , and m any other States on the Continent ,
as well as the I slands and Sou th Am erica. And while we can

easily and correctly trace the origin and the head of the York
R i te to Great Britain

,
from whence all true Masonic power in

that rite is, directly
'

or indirectly, der ived , so can we , with equal
ease and certain ty, trace to France , and to France alone , the
orig in of the so-nam ed Ancient and Accepted R ite , and prove
her to be the sole and true depository for power , &c .

, at the

present day. And this is the first point which will be attem pted
in this history .

I shall comm ence by g iving an extract from a report m ade
to the Cham ber of Council and Appeals of the Grand O rient

,

by its O rator , in 1 853 , which embraces this point fully . I t is
there stated as follows :

“ In the year 1 70 0 of the Christian Era, Masonry, in any of its rites or

degrees, was neither known or practiced in F rance . The first Lodge known

there was constituted in 1 72 5, by the Grand Lodge of England , in the York

Rite. There was subsequently a Grand Lodge form ed there , and which bore
the title of the ‘ENGLI SH GRAND LO DGE or F RANCE,

’
until the year 1 756 but

in the course of this year, it took the title of GRAND LO GE DU R O YAUME, ’ or
Grand Lodge of the K ingdom . Up to this period of tim e, Masonry practiced

but three degrees , viz. , the Apprentice, the Companion, and the Master, and

were called Sym bolic.

”

Thory, Acta Lat. , page 88, says
The Count of Clerm ont was elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of

F rance when it was the English Grand Lodge, holding and working under a

charter from the Grand Lodge of ENGLAND . It was exclusively a Sym bolic
Grand Lodge. Under that charter, and by that nam e, it worked from 1 743

to 1 756. Then it declared itself independent, as the Grand Lodge of F rance .

It was about this time that the Inefl
'

able degrees were introduced into

Masonry. They were not practiced by the Grand Lodge, but by an au thority
named the Sovereign or Suprem e Council of the Emperors of the Eas t and

W es t, and had no more than twenty
-five degrees, counting from the F irst,

or Apprentice
’
s degree and the Twenty

-fifth, or last, was te rm ed Sublime
Prince of the Royal Secret. [See Nom enclature, Appendix, Doc.
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This ancient Council had its cham ber in the old Grand Lodge of F rance,
and both the Grand Lodge and the Council were under the direction of the

sam e Grand Master, Count de Clerm ont, Prince of the Royal Blood, and also
of the same representative or Substitute of the Grand Mas ter, Challon de

Joinvz
'

lle. This Council of the Emperors of the East and W est was formed

in 1 754, by the Chevalier de Bonuville, from the ruins of the ‘Chapter of

Clerm ont .
This position,

however , is denied by som e of the au thors who
have written upon the subject . Besuchet, Précis Historique de
la Franc Mag ,

vol 1 , page 33 , says
“ In 1 744 the Count of Clerm ont left the Lodges to take care of them selves.

and appointed, first , Baure, a banker, and afterwards Lacorne, a dancing

m aster, his special deputy, thus putting the whole O rder in his hands. Biser

ders of every kind invaded Masonry : charters becam e m erchandize ; new

degrees swarmed like flies ; restaurateurs bought m asterships for life, and every

body sold degrees. The followers of Charles Edward Stuart, the son of the

Pretender, opened Lodges without authority, and he him self chartered a Chap
ter of Rose Croix at A rras, in 1 747. The Charter is given in full in le Globe,
vol. 4, page 84 ; and by R agon, page 1 2 1 ; Clavel, page 1 67, who says that

this was the first Chapter, or centre of adm inistration of the high degrees, in

F rance, and that the second was established by a travelling Scotchman, at
Marseilles, in 1 751 . In 1 761 Lacorne, the dancing m aster, special deputy of
the Grand Master, and as such, real head of the O rder, enraged because the
Grand Lodge refused to recognize him , and its m em bers to sit with him , estab

lished a new Grand Lodge. Both Grand Lodges granted charters, and the

Council of the Emperors of the East and W est constitu ted at Paris, and

throughout F rance, Lodges and Chapters. The old Grand Lodge denounced

the faction Lacor'ne,
’
which, nevertheless, continued to thrive.

” -Leveque,

Thory, Klos, and others. [See Appendage to Document

By these au thors it wou ld appear that the Council of Empe
rors of the East and W est, instead of having its Cham ber in
the old Grand Lodge , had constituted a Grand Lodge of its
own ,

which was a rival body to the old or genu ine Grand
Lodge . But be this as i t m ay, it will not alter the fact of the
existence of the Council at that date, governed by the Coun t
of Clerm ont , according to its docum ents . But we proceed
with the report

In 1 766, the Council of the Emperors of the East and W est had branched
itself ofl'

, in order to form a Council of ‘Knights of the East.
’ These two

authorities soon after became extinct, with the exception of such part of them

as united with the M . W . Grand Lodge of F rance. In 1 772 , the Council of
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the Emperors of the East and W est, united itself with the Grand Lodge of
F rance (in which body it had always before its chamber), and they became one
body, -controlling the Rite of Perfection from the F irst to the Twenty-fifth

degree. [Document No. 2 , Appendix ]
By a perusal of these documents, it will be clearly seen that all legislative

power and authority over all the Masonic degrees then known and practiced in

F rance, and the fulness of all Masonic knowledge, centred in the Grand Lodge
O f F rance and that therewas no other head or central point, known or acknow
ledged, from which power could be derived, viz., 1 772 .

“This Grand Lodge of F rance, in its turn, united with the Grand O rient

of F rance by treaty, in 1 786, and also renewed in 1 799, relinquishing all its

power to that body. And from the broken rem ains of the ancient Council of

the Emperors of the East and W est, and of the Council of K nights of the

East, there arose in 1 784, with the assistance of m any brethren of those high

degrees and officers of the Grand Lodge of F rance, a Grand Chapter General
’

of F rance, which, in its turn, became united with the Grand O rient of F rance

by treaty of 2 7th F ebruary, [Appendix, Doc. No.

By the author ju st quoted, i t will be seen that the Council
qf the Em perors of the East and West was formed in 1 754, by
the Chevalier

.

de Bonnevi lle, from the ruins of the Chapter of
Clerm ont. How long that Chapter had its existence previous
to the year 1 754, the record does not state , nor is it a m atter
of much consequence, as the object is, to trace the progress of
the Exalted degrees to thi s country, and the peculiar circum
stances attending them . But it is very evident that the Chap
ter of Clermont could not have been in existence before 1 745

,

and perhaps not so early as that by five years , inasm uch as the
Royal fl rch degree m ade its first appearance in the world abou t
that time, and the one is a perfect counterpart of the other
altered, of course , to su it the occasion. Moreover

, we have
the direct assertion from the Grand Lodge herself, based upon
her records That Masonry was al together unknown in

France, in any of its degrees or rites, in the year 1 70 0 ; that
the first Lodge was form ed in 1 72 5, and , up to 1 756 , practiced
but three degrees, which were called Symbolic , and that i t was
about this time that the Inefi'able degrees were introduced into
Masonry.

”

There are those who believe that K ilwinning, in Scotland,

0 Counting the Thirteenth and Fourteenth degrees, Rite of Perfection.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 6 R ITE O F PERF ECTIO N .

and a body within itself, exclu sive of any other . The reverse,
however, in som e respects, is the case .

The m eaning of the word O rient i s East, and in Masonry
sim ply denotes, the place of power . Thus , a Grand Lodge i s
called a Grand East of all subordinate Lodges within a State.

The sam e rem ark will apply to Grand Chapters and Encam p
m ents they are Grand O r ients or Easts for their several sub

ordinate bodies . But the Grand O rient of France i s som ewhat
different, inasm uch as it is the centre of all Masonic power , of
whatever kind, because it is form ed by Lodges of all rites, by
Chap ters, by Colleges, &c., and , in fact, has gathered together
and embraces within itself all the Masonic rites of France.

This point, of course, is dispu ted by her O pposers , but we shall
have occasion to refer to it again in its proper place.

W ith the exception of having a Suprem e Council of the
Thirty-third degree within itself, it is not a body conferring
degrees ; bu t in the sam e sense that the Grand Lodge i s the
controlling and governing power of all subordinate Lodges
under her jurisdiction, so precisely is the Grand O r ient or East
of France the controlling and governing power. of all subordi

nate Masonic bodies , of whatever kind , in France . Hence she

has her Cham ber of Rites ,
”
to which all applications for war

rants are referred , whether York , Scottish , Philosophic, French
or Modern ; her Chamber of Council and Appeal, Leg islative
Chamber , Chamber of Reception, Finance , O fficers of State ,
&c .

, &c .
, and is in fact

“
the Governm ent.

” Neither the Grand
Lodge of France, or the Council of the Em perors , or other
Masonic governm ents, grant any m ore charters in their respect
ive nam es, but all are der ived from the Grand O rient— they
stand in her nam e and are under her control . There is

, how

ever, at this tim e , and has been from the year 1 804, a Suprem e
Council of the Thirty-third , Ancient and Accepted Scottish
R ite, in Paris, which is also an East, and i s tolerated by the
Grand O rient. They m ove on in harm ony together. This
Suprem e Council , together with the outlines of its controversy
with the Grand O rient, will be noti ced in its proper place .

And now to resum e the history . The record goes on to

state
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“ In consequence of these acts, the Grand O rient of F rance has thus gath

ered in itshands all the powers of these several authorities. I t has thus becom e
the sole legitim ate possessor, and the m ediate successor to the founders of the

R ite qf Perfection, of the Consistory of thePrinces of the Royal Secret, and of
all the Scottish System , Ancient and Accepted, which was practiced, not only in
the Councils of the Emperors of the East and W est, but also in the Scottish
Consistories of Bordeaux, known under the title of Sublim e Scotch Mothe r

Lodge. Added to these, the Grand O rient controls the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish R ite. This position she claim s to occupy at the present day.

”

Ragon , O rthodox Mae" says
“ 1 786— F ebruary 2 7th.

— The Grand Chapter General of F rance united

with the Grand O rient of F rance by treaty, by which it will be perceived that
the Grand O rient has thus gathered in its hands, all the powers of these several
authorities, and has thus becom e the sole possessor, and the mediate successor,

to the founders of the R ite of Perfection, of the Consistory of Princes of the

Royal Secret, and of all the Scottish System , A ncient and A ccepted, which

was practiced, not only in the Council of the Emperors of the Eas t and W est,

but also in the Scotch Consistory of Bordeaux, known under the title of Su b
lime ScotchMother Lodge.

”

Accom panying this statem ent, the author has p repared a

tab let , which will give at a glance the comm encem ent and

progre ss of this rite in France , up to the year 1 800 , and with
ou t which the m ind wou ld naturally becom e confu sed , as the
subject is som ewhat intricate at first sight. As a reason for
being thus particu lar here , he would state that, he wishes to
show the com m encem ent and the regular succession ofMasonic
power in France— that, what the Grand Lodge of France was
in 1 761 , containing the Council of the Emperors of the East
and W est in her bosom , and thus was the Grand East of all

rites
,
so is the Grand O rient now ,

having gathered together
and consolidated all those rites in herself

,
and so continues to

be the sole East at the present day. [See Plate .]
W e will now proceed with the report
The Ancient and A ccepted R ite is nothing else than a modification of the

R ite of Perfection , which was practiced in the ancient Councils of the Emper
ors of the East and W est, in the bosom of the Grand Lodge of F rance . I t

had then but twenty
-five degrees, and was given to the Jew, Stephen Morin,

previous to his leaving F rance for St. Dom ingo, in 1 761 . W e attach herewith,

a full and perfect copy of the Patent and power given to him , together with a

correct list of the degrees. And it will be found that the title of ‘Grand
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Inspector is given to him in his Patent ; but it should be reme
m bered , that this

title is not a Masonic degree
’

(as has been vainly supposed by IN DY), but a

function or title alone, and is still bestowed at this day on brethren commis

sioned to exam ine the work ofLodges , in order to report upon their
regularity

and propriety.

”

[See Appendix, Doc. N o.

There is also g iven a copy from R agon . As som e have felt
inclined to dispute abou t the wording of the Patents, they are

given ,
that the reader m ay judge for him self. The sub stance

and signatures are the sam e in all.

The O pponents of the Grand O rient, reason about Morin’
s

Patent in the following m anner . They say

The Count of Clermont was elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of

F rance when it was the English Grand Lodge, holding and working from a

charter under the Grand Lodge of England. I t was exclusively a Sym bolic
Grand Lodge. Under that charter, and by that nam e, it worked from 1 743

to 1 756. Then it declared itself independent, as the Grand Lodge of F rance .

W hen it first rece ived its charter from England, it adopted regu lations which
denounced and disowned all the Scottish degrees . I t did not change the regu

lations when it becam e independent. When the Grand Lodge of Lacorne was
united with it, it seems for a time to have adm itted the superi ority of the Scottish

degrees, and adm inistered or worked them but in 1 766 , on the 2 d of O ctober,

it refused to establish cham bers of those degrees within itself.” fl urry. 1 A cta

La t., page 88.

They continue
“ The sim ple truth is, that it was always a Sym bolic Grand Lodge ; and the

Count of Clerm ont was Grand Mas ter of the regular Blue Lodges and Sym
bolic Mas ons of F rance only. He m ay alsohave been at the head of the Council
of the Emperors of the East and W est, or the Grand Council ; but that was
certainly only a nom inal dignity, and, at any rate , it was not a part of his

prerogative as Grand M as ter.
"

The Grand O r ient claim s all that is denied in the above
,

v iz.
— The union of the Council of the Em peror s with herself

then the Grand Lodge the adm inistration and working of

the degrees, and the au thority of the Count of Clerm ont’s
power , in precisely the sam e way as Prince Murat is now the

head of all M asonry in France.

They continue

All the different powers that granted letters of Constitution for bodies to
work in the Scottish degrem , were perfectly independent of the Grand Lodge .

In 1 766, it undertook to suppress them , but did not succeed. Thory, A cta Lat ,
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p . 87. The Count of Clermont could only be Grand Master to such degrees

as he had regularly received. The Grand Lodge was composed of Representa

tiy es of Blue Lodges. Som e of them had the high degrees and m ore had not.

O f course the body, as a body, had no jurisdiction over them or concern with

them . W e do not know that the Count of Clermont had ever received any of

the Scottish degrees. There is not the least reason to suppose that if he had,

he had ever gone beyond those of the Rite of Perfection. Probably not one
m an in F rance had received all, or even half of the degrees which everybodywas
then m anufacturing , and of course no one body could have jurisdiction over

all, nor any one Grand Mas ter be at the head of them all.

The Patent of Stephen Morin emanated, therefore, from the Council of
the Emperors of the East and W est . Two questions, however, will naturally
arise. F irst. How cou ld that Council be under the p rotection of the Grand

Lodge of F rance, when we know that the latter recognized and worked the

three Blue degrees only, and that the Council of the Emperors was acting in

com petitionwith, and encroaching upon the rights of the Grand Lodge Thory,

1 Acta Lat , p . 78. Second. How could the name and seal of the Grand
Master and Grand Lodge of the Symbolic degrees be used in a Patent, the

object of which was to authorize Morin to propagate the R ite of Perfection,

a rite not recognized by the Grand Lodge"

O ur answer to these questionswou ld be— That Lacorne, the private deputy
of the Grand Master— who cared but very little , if any, for Masonic affairs

took upon him self, and without any authority whatever, to use the name and

seal of the Count of Clerm ont and of a Grand Lodge that was in opposition
to the genuine Grand Lodge. A proof, however, that in 1 761 the Council of
the Em perors was not united with the two Grand Lodges, or either of them ,

is, that it was m erged eleven years afte rwards, viz., 1 772 , into the Grand O rient

by a concordat.”— 1 Precis H ist , p.41 and Report of Leblanc de Marconnay ,

p. 1 2 : English Translation .

The Grand O rient and the Supreme Council have been at

variance abou t this m atter for long years . Perhaps the m at

ter will clear up itself to the reader as we progress.
W ith this power in his pos session, in 1 761 , Stephen Morin

set sail for St. Dom ingo ,
where he rem ained for someyears ,

during which tim e he com m enced the propagation of his Ma

sonic work in the Rite of Perfection—consisting of Twenty
five degrees . But in his career there he gave so much dissatis
faction ,

and propagated such strange and m onstrous doctrines ,
coupled with bad faith and un

'

masonic conduct, that the Grand
Lodge of France annu lled his Patent , took from him the pew

er, and appointed another Inspector in his place . [See Deen
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m ents Nos . 5 and 6 also, Ragon
’
e view of the rite in its pro

gress.]
The docum ent annulling the patent of Morin ,

and supersed

ing him by the appointm ent of another inspector— Martin, has

been disputed. Som e have gone so far as to say, that it was a
false docum ent, becau se none of the nam es affixed to it in 1 766
are found in 1 76 1 . But Ragon m akes m ention of the “

fact,
and the au thor of the Repor t from which it is copied , assum es
to have copied it from the Archives of the body, in Paris. It

is g iven as a part of the history, without attatching any spe

cial im portance to the docum ent i tself.
Let us now exam ine the powers conferred upon Stephen

Morin.

He i s em powered to form and establish a Lodg e, for the pur

pose of receiving and m u l tiplying the Royal O rder in all the

Perfect and Sub lim e Degrees . W hat those degrees are, how
m any , &c .

,
will be found inscribed on the Patent . They are

Twenty-five in num ber, and are called the “
R ite of Perfection .

”

He is to take due care that
,
the General and Particular

Statutes and Regu lations of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge
be kept and observed . These Statutes, both General and Par
ticular , have been known from the com m encem ent

, and have
been, at different tim es, published far and wide. They are

not Secret, and the Grand O rient declares, that there are not

now known ,
nor has there ever at any tim e been known, any

such Statutes as Secret Consti tu tions. They are the sam e
which govern all regu larly constituted bodies of this kind.

A com pliance with them regu larizes the body with the parent
body, and with all other bodies of the like kind , on the habi
table globe. A departure from them ,

m akes the trespassing
body irregular, and illegal , wherever it m ay be located . The

crim e of treating these Statutes with contem pt, and of invent
ing other Statu tes of the m ost absurd kind , together with
the se-called Secret Constitutions ,

”
was laid to the charge of

Stephen Morin and his associates.
He is to govern properly the Lodge which he creates, under

the title of
“ Lodge of St. John ,

”
and by surnam e

“
Perfect

Harm ony.

”
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When Stephen Morin imported the R ite of Perfection, or his so terme
d

"Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite,
’ he somewhat attempted to disgu ise Its

origin , and to give it m ore importance than it really had . He consequently
fathered the m erits of the m odification upon an absolute m onarch, and extem
porized the law, which be arranged altogether to suit his own purposes . This

had use of the power given to Stephen Morin, caused the Grand Lodge of

F rance to recall him in 1 766 . [Docum ent N o.

Ragon, O rthodox Mac , page 2 97, thu s speaks
“ Stephen Morin, on his arrival in St. Dom ingo, comm enced the propagation

of his Masonic work in the R iteof Perfection , consisting of twenty
-five degrees.

He also created Inspectors, which titles did not designate the arbitrary powers

and prerogatives that som e silly writers have supposed, but merely the powers of
constitu ting Lodges. He also, notwithstanding the annulling of his Patents,

and his recall in 1 766, went on constituting Chapters and Councils in different

parts of Am erica. Between 1 776 and 1 782 , the revolution progrem ed in the
island, and the Rite of Perfection slum bered. But in 1 783 it awakes with

m ore degrees.

”

Ragon is evidently in error concerning the year . I t was

not until 1 80 1 , that the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite
was officially m ade known , as possessing thirty-three degrees .

Aside from allu sions like the above concerning Stephen
Morin, hi story is silent. W e nowhere find any detail s con

cerning his travels, nor i s it known positively, at what tim e
he was in Am er ica , or whether he was here at any tim e. In

fact, between the tim e of his leaving France in 1 761 to the

year 1 80 2 , we have but one definite allu sion to hi s being in
any other place than St . Dom ingo . That allu sion i s found in
R agon , who states, that in 1 769 Morin was in K ing ston , Ja

m aica , where he had established a Lodge , or rather the R ite of

Perfection. He then changed the nam e of the K adosh de

gree , to that of the K night of the Black and W hite Eagle.

Therefore we are left to conjecture in this m atter
, and inas

m uch as Ragon has before said , that
“
between the years 1 776

and 1 782 the revolution progressed in the I sland
, and the

R ite of Perfection slumbered but awakes again in 1 783 in a

new dress there ,” we may justly conclude , that Morin was

chiefly in St. Dom ingo and the parts adjacent. This conc lu
sion will be the m ore rational when we rem ember the troub
lous tim es in our land from 1 773 to ’

81
, when comm unication
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with distant parts by sea was precariou s , on account of cruis
e rs

, the war of our own revolution being then in progress , and
the sm all probability there was, that the attention of m en

would be directed greatly to Masonic m atters . W hile at the

sam e tim e , after 1 781 , the probability is that the intercou rse
was m ore frequent

,
and unaccom panied with danger , and nu

m orons facilities were enjoyed for carrying ou t such plans as
Morin entertained .

From the testim ony of N icholas G . Boss , g iven under oa th
before the Com m i ttee appointed by the Leg islature of Rhode
I sland

,
to exam ine Masons , &c .

,
we learn the following

In 1 761 , the Grand Consistory convened at Paris, when authority was

g iven to S tephen Morin, to found and establish the higher degrees in the N ew

W orld. HE ns sm s n IN THE W EST IND I ES .

In 1 763, M oses M ichael Hays arrived in this country, with authority from

M orin to establish them — he being appointed Deputy Grand Inspector

General .
About 1 780 , Mr. Hays visited or resided in N ewport, Rhode I sland, and

conferred the degrees on several persons who, at that tim e , were Mas ter Masons.

Am ong others on P eleg Clark and M oses Seixas, in 1 781 . H is power, as

Deputy Inspector General, was, to confer all the degrees after Master Mason,

unless in a p lace where prev iously established.

In 1 793 , Peleg Clark , Moses Seixas , Thomas W . Moore and Mr. Stearnes ,

being R oyal A rch Masons, m et at Providence, to assist the Royal Arch
Masons there to found a Chapter, which they did , u nder the nam e of ‘ the

Providence Cha pter qf Royal Arch M asons,
’ hav ing a dispensation from the

nearest Chapter,
‘Washing ton Chapter,

’

N ew York , dated 3d Septem ber,
1 793

The Grand Chapter of Rhode Island was form ed in 1 798, and by 1 80 2
had granted warrants to two Chapters in Rhode Island.

” -R eport of Rhode

Island Comm ittee , 1 83 2 , page 1 32 .

Be this as it m ay, we can only arrive at any certainty from
authors on the following points , viz . That when Stephen
Morin left France, he took with him the R i te of Perfec tion ,

consisting of twen ty-five degrees and no m ore
,
that he arrived

at St. Dom ingo intending to travel over the vast continent of
Am erica , that in St . Dom ingo be practiced the R i te of Perfec
tion according to the power g iven him

,
and also vended to

passing travellers and adventurers
,
the degrees which he re

ceived . He al so m ade Inspectors . Ragon states distinctly,
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The Council of the Emperors never im agined for a m om ent

that such an audacious Jew and Jugg ler as he was, would take
posses sion of the rite to m ake a profit ou t of it, they never
dream ed that he would m ake it an ar ticle of traffic , and not

only so, but that he would re-m odel the degrees, m ake new

ones, &c. That up to 1 766 , a period of five years he enjoyed
this power uninterruptedly ,

m anufacturing m any new degrees
ou t of the raw m aterial , u ttered m any strange doctrines, and
perform ed m any curious thing s, at the end of w hich tim e his
conduct had becom e so infam ous

,
Masonically,

in the eye s of
those who gave him the power , that they recalled him and put .

another in his place . Nothing daunted by this reverse, he still.

goes on w ith his work . Three years afterward we hear of him
a t K ing ston , Jam aica , as m u ch in terested as ever

,
that shor tly

after this the R evolu tion broke ou t in St . Dom ingo ,
and

.

w en t

on for nine years, during which the rite slep t, bu t awoke again
at the end of that tim e in an entire new form , and with a new

dress, after which it turns up at Charleston . Sou th Carolina
,

sa y the next year in a Lodge of Perfec tion , and subsequen tly
in 1 80 1 , as a Suprem e Grand Council of the Thirty-third de

gree , Ancient and Accepted Scotti sh R ite .

History is silent upon what follows in Morin ’s course until
1 80 2 , when a docum ent was issued by a Suprem e Council in
Charleston ,

Sou th Carolina ,
in that year assum ing to descend

from
,
and to succeed Stephen Morin , and to have organized it

self May 3 1 st, 1 80 1 . This docum ent takes up the thread in
Morin ’s history , which appeared to be lost , accounting for the
m anner in which the Exalted degrees found their way into
this country . I t has also becom e the foundation for Masonic
wr iters , and a hand-book for all Suprem e Councils of the

present day , as it regards history, doctrines , traditions , &c .

I t is one of the m ost rem arkable paper s to be m et w i th, on
accoun t of the bare face im positions and falsehoods which it
con tains and the doctrines which it inculcates . By its peru sal
we first get a history of Masonry from the prim itive ag es and

a perfect epitom e of the events which occurred before hi s tory
was written by the hands of m en . By it we learn the pre tend
ed fact, tha t the Ineifable degrees of their body, irrespective of
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Revelation, have been the depository of the Sacred nam e
,
lost

to all other Socie ties of m en. By i t we are told that a Mas

ter of a Blue Lodge is not capable of presiding over his own

body withou t an accurate knowledge of, and an acquaintance
with , the Jewish Talm ud , and the Hebrew language . In this
notable paper is m entioned for the first tim e in all m asonic
history , as connected with these degrees, the nam e of Fred
erick of Pru ssia , as well as other notab les connected with the
I neffable degrees , and the M asonic Congress ,

”
of 1 786 , hav

ing its East at Paris and Berlin .

”
And we here first learn

the nature of the powers given to all Inspectors , as Sove

reigns in M asonry . And to sum up in a few words, by it we
learn of the institu tion of an entire new rite in 1 80 1 , displac
ing and superseding all known rites which have preceded i t,
and denouncing as Spurious all who presum e to gainsay any

thing they u tter .

I t would be proper to state here in direct term s, that no Ma

sonic au thor has ever m ade m ention of those things set for th
in this docum ent , anterior to the year 1 80 2 . And subsequent
to that date, m any, among the num ber of whom m ay be m en

tioned Dr . O liver, have quoted this paper as author ity . As a

general thing , however , the m ajority of Masonic au thors now
openly contradict m ost of its pretensions . Even the records
of the Council at Charleston ,

m ade during the years 1 796 ,

1 797 and 1 798, by De Grasse and de la Hogue set forth clear
ly, m any of i ts fabrications .
The au thorship , as far as writing is concerned , has been at

tribu ted to Dr . Dalcho, and there i s little doubt that when he
wrote it and put it forth to the world , he candidly believed
m uch that it contained . Bu t i t is pleasing to be able to state,
that at a later period of his life , he becam e another m an in

fee ling , and publiclv renounced the whole m atter
,
taking

every proper occasi on to undo,
if possible , the act which had

m isled so m any , and was productive of so m uch evil .
The docum ent is g iven in full in the Appendix, to which the

reader is especially referred , before comm encing the next

chapter . [See Appendix , Doc . No.



C H A P T E R T H I R D .

THE “ RITE O F PERFECTI O N RECEIVES A N EW NAME,

vrz.,

“ AN CIENT AND A CCEPTED .

Progress of Morin— Appointm ents m ade by him and his successors— JO HN
M ITCHELL and F R EDERICK DALCHO .

— The Thirty
-third degree— how m anu

facturei — N ew degrees added on— Comm encem ent of the ANCIENT AND

A CCEPTED SCO TTISH R I TE.
_ R ev iew of the Charleston docum ent of 1 80 2 .

— A schedule of all the R ites known , with the dates of their origin, &c.

Tablet exhibiting their origin, progress, and term ination — O pinions of

Authors concerning the Ancient and A ccepted R ite .
—I ts false pretensions

to antiquity exposed — Its blasphemy noticed— F rederick of Prussia— The
“ VERA INSTITUTA SECRETA ,

"

or the Secret Constitutions — R ecapitulation
of the claim s set up by this docum ent , and their falsity exposed .

W E have seen how Morin cam e by his Patent from the

Council of the Em perors of the East and W est
,
the num ber of

degrees which that Patent gav e him power to confer , toge ther
w ith the nam e by which they shou ld be called , v iz the R ite of
Perfection ,

or of Heredom . W e hav e followed him in his

travels to St. Dom ingo , and we further learn from the authors
that Morin did not pretend to propagate any other Masonry
than that of Perfection in twenty

-five degrees , that in 1 769

Morin was at K ingston,
Jam aica ,

where he changed the nam e

of the degree of K adosh, to that of the K night of the W hite
and Black Eagle , hav ing before established the R ite of Perfec
tion there . Also up to the year 1 80 1 , no trace is to be found
in Am erica , including the W est Indies

,
of any higher degree

than the Twenty-fifth, that being Sublim e Prince of the

R oyal Secret and its Inspectors denom inated Deputy Inspec

tors General . This is all the inform ation we can glean from
history until we alight upon this piece of paper , or as the

French Mason would style i t this p iece of fl rchitectu re,
”
for

such it m ost truly m ay be called . I t assum es to take up the

history where au thors have left off, and says
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“ Imm ediately on his arrival in St. Dom ingo, Morin appointed a
‘Deputy

Inspector General ’ for N orth Am erica . This high honor was conferred on

M . M . Hays (a Jew),
‘with power of appointing others where necessary .

’

Now thi s i s contradicted by the Register of Aveilhe, which
was m ade out in 1 797, and tha t of De la Hogue in 1 798 and

1 799
,
now depos ited in the archives of the Suprem e Council

at Charleston. The R egister of De la Hogue contains as its
firs t entry ,

the filiation of the powers of the Bro. Morin as

Inspector General . I t states that he gave the deg ree of Grand
Depu ty Inspector to BRO . FRANK IN at Jam aica, he , to Bro . M .

M . Hays , at Boston ,
Mass

,
he

,
to Bro. Spitzer, at Charle ston ,

Sou th Carolina , all the Deputies Grand Inspectors (m eaning
them selves)in Sublim e Council at Philadelphia to Bro . Moses

Cohen ,
he to Bro. Hym an I saac Long , and he at Charleston to

Bro . De la Hogue , dc Grasse , Magnan , St. Paul , Robin , Pe ti t
and Marie

,
to whom

,
on the 1 2 th Nov . 1 796 he gave a Char te r

of Constitu tion establishing a Sublim e Grand Council of

Pr inces of the Royal Secret at Charleston , Sou th Carolina .

The R eg ister O fAv eilhe
,
as well as other docum ents

,
confirm

the above . The docum ent goes on to state

Brother Morin also appointed Brother F rankin (a Jew)Deputy Inspector
General for Jam aica and the British Leward Islands, and Brother Colonel
Provost for the W indward Islands and the British A rm y. Brother Hays

appointed I saac Da Costa (a Jew) Deputy Inspector General for the State
of South Carolina, who, in the year 1 783, established the Sublim eGrand Lodge
of Perfection in Charleston. A fter Brother Da Costa

’
s death, Brother Joseph

Myers (a Jew)was appointed Deputy I nspec tor General for South Carolina
by Brother Hays ; who, also, had previously appointed Brother Solom onBush
(a Jew)Deputy lnspector General for the State of Pennsylvania, and Brother
Berend M . Spitzer (a Jew) for the sam e rank in Georgia ; which was con~

firm ed by a Convention of Inspectors (of course m eaning them selves)in 1 781 ,
in Philadelphia.

O n the l st of M ay, 1 786, the Grand Constitution of the Thirty
-third

degree, called the Suprem e Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General ,
was finally ratified by H is Majesty the K ing of Prussia, Who, as Grand Com

m ander of the O rder of Princes of the Royal Secret, possessed the Sovereign
Masonic power over all the Craft . In the new Constitution. this high power

was conferred on a Council of nine brethren in each nation, who possess all

the Masonic prerogatives in their own district that H is Majesty individually
possessed, and are Sovereigns in Masonry.

’

“ O n the 2 0 th F ebruary, 1 788, the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem
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was opened in this city, at which were present Brother I . Myers, D eputy

Inspector General for South Carolina ; Brother Berend M . Spitzer, Deputy

Inspector General for Georgia ; and Brother A . F orst (a Jew, also), Deputy
Inspector General for Virginia .

O n the 2 d of August, 1 795, Brother Colonel John Mitchell , late Quarter
master General in the Army of the United States of Am erica, was m ade a

Deputy Inspector General for this State by Brother Spitzer, who acted in

consequence of BrotherMyers
’

rem oval out of the country. Brother M itchell
was restricted from acting until after Brother Sp itzer’

s death, which took

place in the succeeding year. As m any brethren of the em inent degrees had

arrived from foreign parts. Consistories of Princes of the Royal Secret were

occasionally held for initiation and other purposes.

O n the 3l st May, 1 80 1 , the Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third degree.
for the United States ofAm erica , was Opened with the high honors ofMasonry

byBrothers John Mitchell and F rederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand Inspectors
General ; and, in the course of the present year , the whole number of Grand
Inspectors General was completed agreeable to the Grand Constitutions.”

The exam ination of these points in the history will be the

subject of this chapter , bu t before proceeding with it, we can

learn what som e of the proceeding s of Stephen Morin and his
coadjutors were . I t wou ld appear that be comm enced after
his arrival at St. Dom ingo,

the appointm ent of Deputy Inspec
tors General , and when the list was com pleted , as we find by
this important docum ent, there were ten professed Jews out of
thirteen who were elevated to these high honors . These three
exceptions were Colonel John M itchell , Col. Provost, and Dr.

Frederick Dalcho . Em anu el de la Motta
,Abraham Alexander ,

and I saac Auld will m ake three m ore Jews which will count
up thirteen out of sixteen . No reason is given for this pecu
liar choice . But if history speaks correctly on this subjec t.
we have every reason to conclude , that Morin and his coadju
tors in those days found the m anufacturing ofMasonic degrees
and the sale of Masonic digni ties , a very profitable and lucra
tive undertaking . They pursued it diligently, making all the

money they coul d from the traffic . Acting upon this principle ,
Morin did not rem ain in one location on the islands for a long
period of time, but knowing that the whole range of islands ,
as well as the vast continen t of Am erica

,
were wholly unpro

v ided with these almost priceless gem s,
” which he alone pos

sessed , he passes from place to place , disposing of them wher
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the Twenty
-fifth, or Sublim e Prince of the Royal Secret . W e have several

rituals of that degree as the Twenty
-fifth, m ade out about that tim e. I t is

true that the rank of Deputy Grand Inspector General had gradually grown
to be regarded and given as a degree ; but Grand Consistories,

or Councils of

Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret, were the highest and governing bodies
of the rite.

The register ofBrother Aveilhe was m ade out in 1 797, and that ofBrother

de la Hogue in 1 798 and 1 799 , and in neither is there any hint of any higher

power in Masonry than a Sublim e Grand Council of Sub lime Princes of the
Royal Secret.

“ The register of de la Hogue states the confirmation of this. And in the

register of Moses Holbrook, in the archives of the Suprem e Council at Char
leston, is the m y of a Patent given by Barend M . Spitzer, Prince of Masons

and Deputy Grand Inspector General, reciting his own creation as such at

Philadelphia, on the 2 5th June, 1 781 , by a Convention of Inspectors , and cer

tifying that John M itchell, of Charleston, had been raised to the degree of

K adosh, and further , to the highest degree in Masonry, and creating him

Deputy Inspector General. This bears date April 2 d, 1 795. Then fol lows a
Patent granted to F rederick Dalcho, on the 2 4th May, 1 80 1 , by John Mitchell,
K adosh, P. of the R , S .

, certifying him to be K . H ., and P. of the R . S., and

creating him Deputy Inspector General .
“ The register of de la Hogue contains a. copy of the Patents granted on

the 1 2 th N ovember, 1 796 , by Hym an Isaac Long, to Brothers de la Hogue,

de Grasse, Magnan, St. Paul , Robin, Petit and Marie, creating each Patriarch

N oachite and Sovereign K night of the Sun and of K adosh, Deputy Grand

Inspector General , 650 .

There is, also, in the sam e register, a copy of the Charter of Constitutions

granted on the 1 2 th N ovember, 1 796 , by the Brother Long, to the sam e breth
ren, to establish a Lodge of K adosh at Charleston, on the continent of South

America . In it the Brother Long thus describes him self W e, Hyman Isaac

Long, Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime Mason, K night of the East, Prince

of Jerusalem , &c., Patriarch N oachite, K night of the Sun, and K adosh and

Depu ty Grand Inspector General over all the Lodges , Chapters, Councils and
Grand Councils of the superior degrees of F ree Masonry, Ancient and Modern,
spread over the surface of the two hem ispheres) To this is annexed a certifi

cate. showing that , under the Patent
‘
a Grand Sublim e Council of Princes

of the Royal Secret was established and installed at Charleston, Sou th Caro
lina , on the 1 5th January, 1 797, and that it was recognized and approved and
confirmed by the Grand Council of Princes of the Royal Secret, at K ingston,
Jamaica, on the l oth of A ugust, 1 798.

O n the 2 6th May, 1 797, the Grand and Thrice Puissant Council of the
Valiant Princes and Sublim e Masons of the Royal Secret, at Charleston,
granted to Brother Jean Baptiste A veilhe a Patent as K night of the Sun and
K adosh.Deputy Grand Inspector General.
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It thus appears in the m ost perfectly conclusive manner that, up to the

year 1 80 0 at least, the R ite of Perfection, ending with the Twenty-fifth degree ,
and having as its highest governing bodies Grand Councils of Princes of the
Royal Secret, was the only Scottish Masonry worked in Am erica . W e find

as yet no Thirty
-third degree, and no Sovereign Grand Inspectors General.

The Inspectors, it is true, had assum ed importance , and probably usurped

powers. O riginally they were subordinate provincial officers of the Sovereign
Grand Council . In the provinces of F rance they cou ld not constitute subordi

nate bodies, but only receive applications and report upon them . But in foreign

countries they had the power of creating and constituting. They were required

to report, it is true, but that was naturally very irregularly done, and they as

naturally regarded themselves as superior even to the highest bodies which they
created.

Now the question naturally arises , viz If these things be
true. where did all these persons who consti tuted and opened
the Suprem e Grand Council get or obtain their degrees viz .,
the seven additional with , especially , the Thirty-third "
N e ither Morin nor his coadjutor s knew anything abou t them
in the year 1 80 0 . W hat other conclu sion can we arrive at

than a very sim ple one, viz : they m anufactured them . Per

haps they m ay refer to the Consti tu tion of 1 786 , but we shall
Speak m ore particularly upon that point directly. Meantim e ,
let us see how Mr . Lam arre accounts for it .

Page 2 4 I t is true that, prior to 1 80 1 , these officials (Inspectors) had
as sum ed, perhaps, a higher rank, and certainly a greater degree of independence
than they were entitled to, and looked upon, and treated to som e extent, the

rank of Deputy Grand Inspector General as a deg ree and it was no doubt in
consequence of this gradual assumption of power and prerogative, that they

finally em bodied them selves into Suprem e Councils, and increased the number
of degrees to thirty

-two
,
besides the presiding degree, in order to set on foot a

new rite, and enable them , by prescription and the assent of the fraternity of

Scottish Masons, to consolidate and legalize their power.

Here, then ,
is a direct confession of the m anner in which

they form ed them selves into a Suprem e Grand Council by
their own power.

Ragon ,
in Speaking of this Council , says

In 1 783 , Morin and his coadjutors, notwithstanding the annu lling of his
Patent, and his recall in 1 766, go on constitu ting Chapters and Councils
in different places. I n that year they erect in Charleston, South Carolina , the

Grand Lodge of Perfection ; but the P rince Masons of Charleston, who were
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all Jews, not satisfied with the Rite of Perfection, consisting of twenty
-five

degrees, in 1 80 1 erect eight degrees m ore, making in all, thirty
-three degrees ;

and, on their own au thority, withou t any legalMason ic right wha tever , consti
tute

them selves the Suprem e Scottish Council of Am erica and the F rench posses

sions. John M itchell, F rederick Dalcho and Em anuel de la Motta , Abraham
A lexander and I saac A uld, are the five persons who create a Suprem e Council
of the Thirty

-third degree in Charleston. Three of the above are Jews ; the
other two had been inveigled into the concern.

“ O n the 4th of December, this Suprem e Coim cil issues a circu lar, signed
and purporting to com e from the five beforem entioned persons, defining the
degrees which they practiced

— in num ber thirty-three— and additional ones,

m aking in all the enorm ous num ber of FIF TY-THREE DEGREES, but never once

intim ating in the whole of that monstrous and am azing docum ent, the origin

of their authority as a Suprem e Council . This docum ent received a large
circulation am ong Mas onic bodies over the two hem ispheres , and the venerable
Grand Lodge of Scotland, on receiving the sam e, refused to notice it or to

recognize the body, with mu ch severe rem ark upon their gross conduct .

“ The brethren who were thus constituted , were illegal in every respect, and

could not lawfully establish the R ite of Perfection, or m ake substitutes in any

place.

”

Here then is the com m encem ent of the new rite under the
title of fl ucient and fl ccep ted Scottish Rite.

” Before the an

nouncem ent of this Council in 1 80 2 , all au thors agree in say
ing , that no other R ite than that of Perfection

,
hav ing

Twenty
-five degrees and no m ore , and ending with the Sub

lim e Prince of the R oyal Secret, was practiced or known by
Morin and his coadjutors , nor was the title Ancient and Ao
cepted Scottish R ite

”
ever applied to any system of degrees,

or practiced by any set of Masons . And this is the head and

front of their claim to power in that rite becau se they are the

founders and estab lisher s of the sam e in 1 80 2 .

I t i s cer tain , that , as a general thing ,
this prom inent and

pecu liar claim has not heretofore been allowed , or even well
understood by Masons . O n this account

, as well as for proof
that they do actually m ake such a claim

,
we quote from their

own defender s, perhaps largely ,
bu t s till , with profit to the

reader .

Lam arre, page 3 , says

A rite is a regularly arranged scale or series of degrees , form ing a hier
archy, in which each lower degree introduces the neophyte to the one imm edi
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ately above it. O ne rite may differ from another, either in having m ore or less
degrees, leaving out or adding degrees , or working the sam e degrees differently.

The R ite known at this day as the Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite ,

consists of thirty
-three degrees. O f the origin of m any of these degrees we

know nothing whatever. Undoubtedly m ost of them , as isolated degrees, or
parts of other systems, were worked by different Masonic bodies in Europe
established near the m iddle of the Eighteenth Century.

W e adm it that, if one were to take a rite consisting of a large number of
degrees, and add or take away one or two degrees, m aking no other changes.

and give it , with that dim inution or addition, a new nam e, it would not, in good

faith, be another or new rite . Bu t, if the change m ade were substantial , if
the existing degrees were re—arranged, and several new ones added, and especi

ally if higher ones were created, and the scale so arranged became consolidated
by tim e, and grew up to be a power in Masonry, regularly established and

adm inistered , it wou ld be sim ply absurd to deny it the name of a rite .

In 1 758, and for m any years after, the R ite of Perfection or of Heredom

consisted of twenty
-five degrees . I t began with the three Symbolic degrees,

with the Eighteenth reached the Rose Croix. and with the Twenty
-fifth the

Prince of the R oyal Secret. A t som e tim e between 1 783 and 1 80 1— (why not
say at once in 1 80 1 , as he has before proved,)— som e one or more persons took

the Rite of Perfection and EXPAND ED the seven degrees above the Eighteenth
to fifteen degrees, leaving the first eighteen untouched, and m ore than doubling
the residue ; ending with a degree above the highest of that rite , created a

superior governing power, and called the new rite the Ancient and Accepted

Scottish R ite.
’

Again , page 6

The word rite has acquired in Masonry a perfectly well settled technical
meaning . W hen out of the m ass of perhaps two hundred degrees , with their

six hundred variations, som ebody has selected twenty-five , arranged them , made

them to some extent harm onize, induced bodies of Masons to accept and work

them , and under that system to establish Masonic government, adm inistration,

ofiices and dignities
— that is a rite. W hen another takes these sam e twenty~five

degrees, retains the first eighteen, adds to the las t seven, eight others— selected
out of the eight hundred degrees and variations, or invented for the occasion

arranges and harm onizes the thirty
-three thus obtained, —provides a governing

body, a rank , office and dignity higher than before, induces Masons to accept

the new system , or im proved system , and so sets it going , and it goes on and

works, is adm inistered, and becomes a substantive and existing organization

and power in Masonry
— that is a rite.

Am ong the degrees added to the twenty
-five of the R ite of Perfection, to

m ake up the thirty
-three of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite now prac

ticed , were the Chief of the Tabernacle , Prince of the Tabernacle, Prince of
Mercy or Scotch Trinitarian, K night of the Brazen Serpent, and the K night

Comm ander of the Temple
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A ll these degrees did not exist in F rance until 1 804. There was never any

such degree known in F rance until 1 804, as Sovereign Grand Inspector Gene
ral— superior to the Prince of the Royal Secret . And it is perfectly well
known to all Masons who have at all exam ined the subject, that no such degrees
as Chief of the Tabernacle, Prince of the Tabernacle , K night of the Brazen

Serpent, and Prince of Mercy, are to be found in the nom
enclatu re of any of e

the old degrees existing prior to the year

Here
,
then

,
we have the plain declaration of the origin of

this new rite .

Bu t the opposers of this new r ite speak in a different lan

guage . They are W i lling to allow this style of reasoning about

the nature of a rite
,
to be correct. while at the sam e tim e they

dem ur to the statem ents m ade , first concerning the R ite of

Perfection . They say in substance as follows .

Here , then,
we have the whole story, in regard to the origin

ality and newness of the rite which they claim ,
and after read

ing the long argum ent , of which this shor t abstract form s onlv
a very sm all part, one would suppose tha t the originators and

founders of this new rite
,
had labored with un tiring diligence.

and for a long period of tim e , in exam ining the r ituals
,
&e .

,

of the various rites, by whatever nam es they m ight be called ,
and had selected such of the num ber as were free from objec
tions , the m ost in accordance with their vi ews, and by re-indit

ing , pruning , transposing , and m anufacturing, they had put to

ge ther a series entirely new,
and one to which they cou ld lay a

just and fair claim . This , however , is very far from be ing the
case . I t is not TRUE.

Bu t let us exam ine for a m om ent this pretension . I t is clear
that Stephen Morin brought the R ite of Perfec tion in its pure
sta te , from France to St. Dom ingo,

that i t consisted of Twenty
hve degrees as before nam ed

,
that he conferred those degrees

upon the inspectors— that they conferred them upon others
and that those degrees, or this r ite of Heredom in its purity,
was carried back to France from Port eu Prince

, St. Dom ingo ,

in the year 1 80 3 , by Germ ain Bacquet
,
and by him sold to the

Grand O rient of France , which body, in grati tude to him for

bringing back the rite unadulterated
, m ade him the Presiden t

of their chamber of rites tha t there was no other r ite known
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up to 1 80 1 , in this country, and to 1 80 3 in the W est Indies .
All this is true to the letter .

Now the Schedule of the degrees which Morin brought with
him

,
are nam ed in his Patent . And the degrees which Ger

m ain Bacque t carr ied back in 1 80 3 , were precisely the sam e ,

no alteration in a single letter or number .

The Charleston Jews declare, that they did in the year 1 80 1 ,

establish a new rite in Masonry, under the nam e of the An

cient and Accepted Scottish R ite in Thirty-three degrees . Bu t

what were these degrees" Sim ply the R ite of Perfection, or the
R ite of Heredom ,

received from Stephen Morin— unaltered in
a single letter (until late y ears), and which will at once be
evident by placing the two schedules together . Let any one

exam ine for him self and be satisfied . There he will find the
twen ty-five degrees w ithou t a letter or a sym bol altered

,
not

withstanding the great display of words which are u ttered by
the defender s of that right . A ltered they

‘

m ay be at this day .

for i t is nearly sixty years since they m ade this bold preten
sion

, and dur ing that tim e they have passed through m any

bands for correc tion and em endation . So m uch for that part
of the new r ite .

[See Schedule to Stephen Mor in ’s Patent , Doc . No.

Bu t there are eight other degrees added , in order to m ake
the thirty-three . And what degrees are these" W e shall pres
entlv see . W e quote again .

In May, 1 797, Louis Claude Henri de Montmain was conferring at Char

leston, South Carolina, a detached degree, by nam e The Comm ander of the

Temple Mason .

’

This degree had been conferred upon de la Hogue and the

Count de Grasse.

By a bargain m ade with Montm ain ,
they purchased the com

m odity ,
and crowded it into their system as the Twenty

seventh . They also pick up a num ber of side degrees , v iz. :

the Chief of the Tabernacle , Prince of the Tabernacle
,
Pr ince

of Mercy, and K night of the Brazen Serpent, m aking them
the Twenty-third ,

Twenty-four th , Twenty-fifth and Twen ty
sixth

,
all of which have nothing whatever to do with their

sys tem ,
if there is any system abou t it then m ake the degree

of K adosh Twenty-ninth , and three out of the Prince of the
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Royal Secret, viz. Thirtieth , Thirty-first and Thir tys econd,
and on the top of the whole they m anufactured the Thirty
third ou t of new m aterial altogether . [See the circu lar of the
body, Doc . No .

They leave ou t altogether the K night Ecossai , or , K night
of St. Andrew

, and
“
Sovereign Judge or Inqu isitor Comm and

er , which were not added until nearly twenty years afterward .

As i t regards the whole of them ,
except the Comm ander of

the Temple , they assert that they were not known in Europe,
or in any Masonic rite until 1 80 1 , which is v ery clear evidence
if it be true, that they were m anufactured then .

Now ,
the qu estion is, Does this m ake a new rite of it"

W ill it m ake a new substance by dividing a piece of cloth
twenty-five inches long orig inally, in to several p ieces with a

knife
,
and then adding five or six m ore pieces , and sticking all

together closely , so that a body is form ed thirty-three inches
long instead of twenty-five . If it be a fact

,
that the sim ple

addition of these degrees , unimportant in them selves
, and

irrelevant to the subject
,
m akes a new rite

,
and that ground

is m aintained , then we have no secur ity in any Masonic rite
which we practice and venerate at the present dav ; on the sam e

ground , why could not a Royal Arch Chapter take up the Royal ,
Select

,
and Super Excellent Master degrees , crowd them in

between the Most Excellent and R oyal Arch degrees , then de
clare a new rite, with a new nam e , and at once turn round

,

and not only denounce a Regular Chapter , and all regular
Chapters , but also expel the whole body of the old r ite as the

Charleston Supreme Council has done , and deny all inter
coursewith them . If this were a true pos ition , and could be
sustained , then all known Masonic R ites could be superceded
and denounced in a day.

This docum ent proclaim s a m ost gross fal sehood when it
declares that the Masons called Sublim e , were in possession of

the Word, lost by the assassination of our Grand Master
,
and

had pre served it through all succeeding generations , down to

the present tim e . As there are as m any different words , as

there are degrees, in their svstem . which have the sam e m ean
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The R ite qf Elect Coens , or of M artinez Paschalis , consisted
of nine degrees , it, as well as the Adonhiram ite , beg inning W i th
the three Sym bolic degree s , in all, n ine .

The fi lehem ical R ite of Pernety consisted of six degrees, be

ginning with the True )Iason ,
and ending with the K night of

the Golden Fleece
,
in all

,
six .

The Rite of Philalethes , established in 1 773 , had the three
Sym bolic and nine other degrees , in all

, twelve.

The Prim itive Scottish R ite, or Philadelphi , established at

Narbonne in 1 780 , had ten degrees of ins truction ,
a degree

there m eaning a cer tain am ount of instruction ,
and som e of

them including several Masonic degrees, in all, ten . [See Ap

pendix No .

The Prim itive Scottish R ite, established at Nam ur in 1 770 ,

consisted of thirty-three degrees , m any of which were difi
'

er

en t from any in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R i te , but
are found in the Philosophical Scottish R ite , the R ite of

Strict O bservance and Adonhiram ite Masonry, the R ite of

Pernety, &c .

The Rite Qf M ar tinism , of the Marqu is of St. Martin
,
a dis

ciple of Mar tinez Pascalis
,
was at first com posed of ten de'

g rees , and afterward , as the refor m ed Scotticism of St . M artin

of seven , each beginning with the three Sym bolic, in all, ten .

The R ite of the Gr and Lodge of the Three Globes , a t Berlin ,

has ten degrees . M oreau in his Précis sur la Franc
, Mac.

page 1 7 say s, it has seventeen— In all
, ten .

The R ectified R ite, adopted in 1 782 had fiv e degrees , in clud
ing the three Sym bolic , in all, five .

The Swedish R ite, had twelve degrees, beg inni ng W l tll the

three Sym bolic ,
in all

,
twelve .

The R ite of Benedict Chastanier , had six degrees , in all
,
six.

The R ite (f Brother Hence/e had four degrees , in all
,
four .

The O riental R ite
,
or

,
R ite of M em phis , had ninty-two de

grees , being a m ere m odification of the R ite of Misraim
,
in all

,

ninety
-two .

The Persian Philosophic Rite had seven degrees, in all
,
seven.

The Clerks of the Rela t ed O bservance had ten
, the tenth

divided into five parts . in all
,
ten.
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The fl rchitects of flfrica or flfrican brethren had eleven,
in

all
,
eleven.

The R ite of Swedenborg had eight , or according to Clavel ,
six, in all , eight.
The R ite of Zinnendorf in Russia had seven,

in all
, seven .

The Rose Croix Rectified of Schroeder , estab lished in 1 766 at
Marburg in Hesse Cassell had seven degrees. in all, seven .

The R ite of Schroeder of Ham burg , established after 1 800 ,
had three Symbolic degrees alone , in all

,
three.

The System of F essler , created about had nine degrees ,
in all

,
n ine .

The Eclectic Rite, followed in Germ any and Switzerland
,

settled in 1 783, has the three Symbolic degrees only, in all ,

three .

The Rite of , the Elect of Truth, created abou t 1 779 , had four
teen degrees ia three classes , in all, fourteen.

In 1 743, the Count of Clermont was elected Grand Mas ter, and under his

Grand Mastership the Grand Lodge of F rance was com pletely organized. In

that year the Masons of Lyons invented the Petit Elu ,

’
which was afterwards

known as the Kadash, and out of which were developed several other of the Elu
degrees . A bout the sam e tim e Pnrnosornrsm composed several degrees , and
among others the Knight of the Sun . The Jesuits, Clavel says, H ist. Pittoresque
de la F ranc, Mag. p . 1 66 , com posed the Rose Croix , which the Philosophers
took possession of, and gave its symbols an astronom ical interpretation. Soon

afte r, the K aballa , Magic, Evocations of Spirits, Divination, A lchemy, Her

m eticism , Theosophy, and every sort of empty hum bug, were worked up into

degrees , and taught in the Lodges. The inefi
'

able stupidity of m ost of the

R ituals was a perfect ap tidote to the looseness of their doctrines. Taking the

R ituals in the aggregate , the history of the hum an race does not prese nt such a

scene of shameless imposition, impudence, andfolly on the part of a few Charla
tans, and ofpitiable stupidity on the part of the m any who were gulled.

”

Rebold entitles the Masonry introduced into F rance by Dr . Ram say, or

better known as the Chevalier Ram say ‘ the Prim itive Scottish R ite.
’
It was

com posed of three Blue degrees and followed by the Novice,
’

the Ecossais,
’

and the K night of the Temple,
’
and a few years afterward was increased one

degree , making seven in all, and was adopted by the English Grand Lodge.

”

“ The followers of Charles Edward Stuart, the son of the Pretender, Opened

Lodges without authority, and he himself chartered a Chapter of Rose Croix

at Arm s in 1 747 (Besuehet). The Charter is given in full in Ragon. Clavel
says that this was the first chapter or centre of adm inistration of the H igh

degrees in F rance and that the second was established in Marseilles in 1 751
by a travelling Scotsman.
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In 1 748 the R ite de Veilla Bru , or F aithful Scotsman, was established at

Toulouse with nine degrees, the first three Sym bolic, followed by the Secret
Master

,
four Elu degrees, and the N inth degree ScientificMasonry.

In 1 750 and 1 751 , a Lodge styled St. Jean deEcossais was estabhshed at

Marseilles, which afterwards assum ed the style of ScottishMother Lodge of
F rance.

’ I ts regim e finally consisted of Eighteen degrees, of which the
Scottish Mother Lodge of F rance at Paris afterwards borrowed Eight.

”

In 1 752 a power of the H igh degrees was established under the pompous

title of Sovereign Council, Sublim e Scotch Mother Lodge of the Grand F rench

Globe.’ I t afterwards called itself Sovereign Council, SublimeMother Lodge

of the Excell of the Grand F rench Globe.
’
The Council of the Emperors of

the East and West as sumed that title also on the 2 2 d January, 1 780 .

In 1 754, The Chevalier de Bonneville established a chapter of the H igh

degrees at Paris, styled the Chap ter of Clermont .
’ In it the Templar system

was revived, and the Baron de Hund received the High degrees, there and

thence derived the principles and doctrines of his O rder of Strict O bservance
-Thory and Leveque

—Ragon says, The regim e of the Chapter of. Clermont at
first comprised only three degrees, viz., the three Sym bolic, followed by the
K night of the Eagle or Mas ter Elect, I llustrious-K night or Templar, and
I llustrious Sublime K night —but that they soon becam e m ore num erous.”

In the sam e year Martinez Pascalis established his rite of ‘Elus Coens

with nine degrees. He did not carry it to Paris until 1 767, where Martinism

in ten degrees grew out of it.
”— Clavel.

In 1 757 M . de St. Gelaire introduced at Paris the O rder of Noachites.
’

In 1 758Leveque says

Certain Masons styled themselves Sovereign Princes and Grand O flicers

of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of St. John at Jerusalem founded at Paris

a chapter of the Emperors of the East and W est, in which they conferred on

such Masons as were fond of m any degrees , as many as Twenty
-five . Thory,

Vidal, F ezandie, and Ragon, all confirm this statem en

In 1 769 this Council established a Council of Princes of the Royal Secret
at Bordeaux. Thory and Ragon.

In 1 761 , Lacorne, the dancing m aster, Specia l deputy of theGrand Master,
and as such, real head of the order, enraged because the Grand Lodge refused
to recognize him and its m em bers to sit with them , established a new Grand
Lodge. Both Grand Lodges, granted Charters and the Council of the
Emperors of the East and W est constituted at Paris and throughout F rance
Lodges and Chapters. The old Grand Lodge denounced the new Grand
Lodge under the cognom en

‘ Faction Lacorne,
’ which nevertheless continued to

thrive. In the m idst of this confusion, Stephen Morin was comm issioned.

”

Zhory, in his Acta Lat , mentions Eighteen difi
‘

erent degrees ofApprentices
N ineteen of F ellow Craft, Sixty

-F our of Master Mason, Thirty
-Six of the
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turn us into ridicule, because they find there more ignorance than instruction.

The history ofm ost of the degrees is unintelligible, &c.

"

Page 30 6,
‘tThe N inth m ay have been insiduously intercalated to m ake

m en abhor initi ation it is based on cunning dissim ulation and revenge it is

a degree of a sect or party ; does not belong to the prim itive im tiation never

ought to have been in Scottish Masonry, and the Chapters ought to be forbid
den to confer it—page 31 3 . The history of the Tenth degree is es sentially
false—3 2 4. The Eleventh contains not a single point of m ora ls and no

instruction, and so is alm ost a nullity . The very title of the degree discloses
the ignorance of its authors, it ought to disappear from the Scottish Rite

32 9 and

Page 336 , The history of the Twelfth is insignificant and im probable .

O f tho Thirteenth he says, the further we advance in the Capitular degrees, the
m ore our em barrassment increases on account of the confusion and immobabil

ity of each degree. A parabolic language and paucity of sym bols m ake these
degrees alm ost unintelligible . There is nothing instructive or useful in it

page 340 and

Page 2 87, The Sixteenth is not worth preserving
—there is in it neither

utility or instruction.

Page 42 0 , The N ineteenth is an inexhaustible source of A llegories more

or less positive, and at the sam e tim e m ore or less erroneous .

”

Page 32 1 and 42 5, O ut of the Twentienth the m ost fertile imagination
and perspicacious penetration could not extract the leas t instructive notion,
nor the least useful consequence. I t is rea lly not a degree, for there is

nothing in it of what m akes a degree.

Page 374, The Twenty
-third and Twenty

-fourth represent Sabeism only.

Page 477, 480 ,
“ The Twenty

-fifth is an extravagant compound of events,

facts and science, at once Political, Religious and Scientific , its initiation

insignificant.
”

Page 50 7, The Twenty
-seventh ought not to be in the scale as a degree .

I t has neither symbols nor allegories connected with initiation, and is still less
a Philosophical degree . I t seems to have been stuck in simply to fill a gap

a nd retain the nam e of a celebrate d order. I ts instruction is wholly Christian.

It expresses the sincere P iety of the Tem plars . That is all there is of the

degree.

Page 52 0 ,
“ The Twenty

-ninth he finds of no account, to amount to but

little, and says such docum ents do not pay a studious m an, and one anxious to

learn who reads with continuous attention a volum inous cahier, to be at the

end less enlightened than he was before.

”

So much for the quality, or the intrinsic excellence of the

degrees of this rite. All the authors who have been quoted
are Masons , and therefore the testimony which they have g iven
is perfectly reliable and shou ld be received . The author in
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dulges the hope that
'

the reader has not becom e weary in the
perusal of this m inu te account of all the known R ites of

Masonry . The se extracts were m ade thu s full in order to

prove the following facts
F irst. That there was no such thing known in the world as

the Inefi
'

able or Sublim e degrees of Masonry, or , in fact, any
higher degrees at all than the Third or Master Mason , prior

'

to

the year 1 730 .

Second. That the m anufacture of these so-called higher

degrees comm enced about that tim e and was carried on with
unheard of zeal , until not only France, but also m any of the

portions of the Continent, the islands, &c.,
were filled with

them .

Third. That am ong the degrees and rites m anufactured , i s
found in 1 758, the com m encem ent of the R ite of Perfection ,

or

Heredom , consisting of twenty-five degrees. Those degrees in
their p rim itive form are practiced here .

F our th. That am ong all the R ites known and practiced
,
none

of them bear the nam e of
“
the fl ncient and fl ccep ted Scottish

R ite,
” from 1 736 to 1 80 1 , at which tim e that nam e is proclaim

ed as attached to a new rite or system then established . And

we here clear ly see how they cam e by the m aterial to form their
new rite , viz ., by taking the R ite of Perfection, m anufactured
be tween 1 745 and 1 758 into twenty-five degrees , and , adding
thereto five stray degrees , picked up wherever they cou ld find

them , crowding the sam e in between the degrees of the R ite
of Perfection ,

which they already had possession of through
Stephen Morin ,

and m anufacturing a ruling degree, the thirty
third , out of new and raw m aterial . This is their boasted new

rite, w ith a new nam e, &c .

S E E S C H E D U L E .

Degrees contained in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite as copied from the Schedule of the Circular , 1 80 2 .

l . Entered Apprentice. 6 . Intim ate Secretary.

2 . F ellow Craft. 7. Provost and Judge.

3 . Master Mason. 8. I ntendant of the Buildings.
4. Secret Master. 9. Elect of N ine.

5. Perfect Master. 1 0 . Elect of F ifteen.
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1 1 . Sublim e K night Elected. 2 2 . Prince of Libanus.

1 2 . Grand Mas ter Architect. 2 3. Chief of the Tabernacle.

1 3. Royal Arch. 2 4. Prince of the Tabernacle.

1 4. Perfection. 2 5. Prince of Mercy.

1 5. K night of the East. 2 6. K night of the Brazen Serpent.

1 6. Prince of Jerusalem . 2 7. Commander of the Temple.
1 7. K night of the East and W est. 2 8. K night of the Sun .

Sov . Pr. Rose Croix de H . 2 9. K adosh.

1 9 . Grand Pontifi
'

. 30 , 31 , and 3 2 . Prince of the Royal

2 0 . Gr. Master of all Symbolic Lodges. Secret.

2 1 . Patriarch N oachite, or Prussian33. Sov
’

gn Grand Inspector General.
K night.

N ora — O bserve— K adosh is the 2 9th, the Institutes require it to be the

3oth. They have left out entirely. two degrem , which the Institu tes require

to be the 2 9th and 31 st, viz., the Grand Knightof St.Andrew,

”
and the “Grand

Inquisitor Com m ander,
”
and have m ade three degrees out of the

“ Sublime

Prince of the Royal Secret, viz., the 3oth, 3l st and 32 d.

F iflh. The m ost im portant reason of all , is to dem onstrate,
tha t the huge pretensions m ade by the founders of this new

rite in the year 1 80 2
,
to this efiect

,
viz . “

that the Sublim e

M asons were in possession of the true M aster
’
s Word

, which was

lost at the assassination of the Grand M aster
,
at the building of

the Temp le; that it was in their possession before that event, and

had been preserved through all succeeding ages by them , and was

brought downfrom thence by them to the present tim e
,

that
this huge pretension is a m ost glaring , bare-faced falsehood ,
and an im position upon all whom it m ay concern . Because ,
not one solitarv degree which they confer is m uch over one
hundred years of age , all of them , beginning with the fourth or

Secret Master , and ending with the Thirty-third , having been
put together and m anufactured out of the raw m aterial,

’
sub

sequent to the year 1 730 , and m ost of them since 1 750 .

I t is vain for them to say that a noblem an from Scotland
visited France in 1 744 and established a Lodge of Perfection
at Bordeaux . I t i s vain to attem pt a deceit here . W e have
already seen who that noblem an was, viz. : the son of the
Pretender, and also that the body, instead of being a Lodge of
Perfection, was a chapter of Rose Croix ,

that degree being
then a detatched degree, and manufactured by the Jesuits at
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least twelve year s before the R ite of Perfection was known .

The knowledge of the whole stuff is abruptly and officially
denied by the Grand Lodge of Scotland , and they O penly de
clare that none but the three degrees of Ancient Masonry
w ere ever known or practiced there. And such was the case
un til ful l one third of the present century had passed away .

N ot content with the iteration of such a m ass of falsehood
,

they resort to Blasphem y and Low Vulgari ty , in order to add

to the value of secrets w hich they pretend to hold in the ir
keeping , by saying , “ that it i s said by Dr . Priestly, that the
Jewish writers have said , that Jesu s perform ed his m iracles

through m eans of som e inef able words of God, which he ha d rob~

bed or stolenfrom the Tem ple.

”

This sim ple expression alone , stam ps the character of the

docum ent as well as the m en who m anufactured it . And when
it i s rem em bered that it was m ade with a ful l knowledge of the
r itual s , and doctrine s of the degrees which they pre tended to
confer , the real opposition and enm ity to the truth , as reveal
ed in the W ord of Tru th , and in som e of the degrees , which
are founded upon that revelation , becom es the m ore fearful
and am azing . Leaving all the other degrees out of the ques
tion, and taking the Rose Croix as a gu ide, a degree which is
based upon the Cru cifixion and the Resurrection of Imm anuel ,
God with us— whi ch recites the story of the Cross in language
m ost affecting , which exhibits to the view the variou s sym bols
connected with the event , as well as the lasting m em orial s
which He left behind to call it up to the m em ory ,

am id the

troubled scenes of life one is entirely at a loss how to account
for the cool im pudence and m alignity, toward the m an of sor

rows , whi ch are evinced by thi s single sentence of the docum ent.
I t m ay be supposed that this portion of the paper has been

selected for the purpose of heaping reproach upon the Jews ,
who in great part com posed the Charleston Council . But thi s
is not the case , on the contrary ,

it becom es a part of the his
tory ,

from its being there
,
and has had a great influence to

ward producing certain effects , which have been partially
alluded to ,

and will be a lluded to again . Besides , i t would be of
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little avail to our benefit, to reproach them , or to hold up their
conduct especially to reprehension . F or there were others
there besides Jews, and the u ttering of such a docum en t and

such doctrines, is only a fair and distinct exhibition of the

hum an character, and an accurate developem ent of the hum an
heart. The opposition of the Jews to Jesu s, in the days of
his flesh

, was but the natural opposition which conscious
iniqu ity generates, to the light and power of excellence. They
hated him

,
not for him self, but his character . Their aver sion

to this, was the sim ple resu lt of m an ’s native dislike to puri ty
and holiness . Their obliquity of purpose and cruelty of spirit,
did not arise from their being Jews, but from their being
m en .

”

This body of m en assum e to be a fountain head of power ,
issue a docum en t containing partly a history and partly the

doctrines which they teach . This is one of those doctrines ;
and if it does not declare in so m any words that Jesu s was a
liar and a thief, it certainly leads directly to the inference that
they them selves were of that opinion, and wou ld have such a

doctrine prom ulgated in the bodies which they create . I t has

gone forth to the world , and its effects we have all witnessed .

They have so al tered the m eaning and interpretation of the

Sym bols which are used
,
that one is oftentim es at a loss

,
what

to understand by those beau tiful em blem s
, or how to believe

what he hears . I t was this conduct on their part
,
which drew

forth from the New York Council and Consistory, the circu

lar , which m ay be found in the Appendix . [See Doc.

I t is in this light that we would comm ent upon this part of
the docum ent. If we have been led, clearly to perceive , and
to believe with unshaken confidence , this lowly and despi sed
one was none other than the W ord him self

, as he openly de
clares ; who was in the beg inning with God and was God

,
that

all things were m ade by him ,
and withou t him there was noth

ing m ade that was m ade ; that although he was the W onderful
,

the Counsellor , the Mighty God , the Everlasting Father , and
the Prince of Peace that, al though he was rich

, yet for our

sakes he becam e poor, that we through his poverty m ight b e
rich who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
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to be equal with God , bu t m ade him self of no reputation, and

took upon him the form of a servant
, and was made in the

likeness of m en ; and being found in fashion as a m an, he

hum bled him self, and becam e obedien t unto death
, even the

death of the Cross ; if we follow him to the m anger for his
cradle the stab le for his dwelling , and his company the beasts
of the field if we accom pany him through his weary way, as a
m an of sorrows and acquainted w i th grief, to the wedding ,
where he by a look transform ed the water into wine or with
ou t the city to the bier on which they were transporting the

young m an
— the dead son— to his final resting place , and be

hold him take him by the hand , bid him to arise
,
and imm e

diately he com es to life ; or to the bed of Dorcas where she

lay fast bound in death’s em brace , and see her , too, though
dead , and prepared for the grave, O pen her eyes at his word ,
and ri se in health and life or to the grave of Lazaru s whom
he loved , who had been dead four days , and yet, at his word ,
bur sting the bonds of death and walking ou t of the tom b be
fore the astounded multitude , and at the sam e tim e, listen to

his words while he declares, that He him self i s the Resurrection
and the life , pointing to the m iracle which he had wrought in
proof of the tru th of his words ; we m ust conclude that this
is indeed none other than the hand of the Alm ighty God , for
none bu t he can do deeds like this . None but God can forg ive
sins

, or g ive sight to the blind , or call back to life again him

that was dead .

And is it true that we are called upon by such m en as the

authors of this docum ent, to believe, that all this i s a SHAM
,

that the whole of these m arvellou s m iracles were wrought by
m eans of som e word which Jesus stole from the tem ple , and
that the word which he stole , and deceived the people w ith,
they had in their possession,

and as Sublim e Masons had brought
it through all generations from the prim itive age of the world
down to the present tim e , and would for the sum of Twentyfive

dollars , confer it upon or comm unicate it to, the Candidate "
I s it true that t his doctrine , viz that he who spake as never
m an spake, i s a LIAR and a DECEIVER That he , whose office
work on earth was, to com fort the m ourner , to bind up the
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broken hear ted, to preach deliverance to the captive , and the
O pening the prison to them that are bound, was a Tim e}"

W ell m ay we repeat, SHAME, where is thy blush
"

We shall pass to the assertions concerning F rederid c qf
Prussia ,

”
and the Constitu ti ons of on which this paper

dwells with considerable confidence .

The docum ent reads as follows

In 1 761 , Lodga and Councils of the Sublim e degrees existed all over the
continent of Europe. His Majesty, the K ing of Prussi a, who was Grand

Comm ander of the O rder of the R oyal Secret, was proclaim ed as Chief of the
Sublim e and Inefi

‘

able degrees ofMasonry for the two hemispheres .

”

On the 2 5th O ctober 1 762 , the Grand Masonic Constitutions were finally
ratified at Berlin, and proclaim ed for the governm ent of all the Lodges of

Sublim e and Perfect Masons, and of the Chapters, Councils, Colleges and

Consistories of the Royal and M ilitary O rder of F ree Masonry in the two

O n the l st of May 1 786, the Constitutions of the Thirty
-third degree,

called the Suprem e Council of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General was
finally ratified by his Majesty, the K ing of Prus ia, who, as Grand Comm ander
of the O rder of Princes of the Royal Secret, possessed the Sovereign Masonic

power over the whole Craft .

”

Before going into an examination of these two poin ts
, we

would offer a few items worthy of remembrance as we pass
along .

Thory, says
Septem ber 2 1 st, Commim ioners from the Councils of the Emperors of the

East and W es t of Paris, and from the Council of the Princes of the Royal
Secret at Bordeaux, settled the Regulations of the Masonry of Perfection in
thirty

-five articles , &c.

The title of these Constitu tions in de la Hogues Reg ister,
in the Charleston body, is as follows

Constitutions and Regulations drawn up by N ine Commissioners appoin
ted

ad hoc, by the Sovere ign Grand Sublim e Council of the Sublime Princes of the
Royal Secret. Aveilhee Register agrees perfectly with De la Hogues in
ti tle, date and place .

The Second Article declares that the Royal Ar t, or the
association of Free and Accepted Masons is regularlv divided
into twenty-five degrees, distributed into seven classes

,
which

are there g iven , beginning wi th the apprentice and ending
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Prussia, Berlin, the Constitutions as ratified at that East, &c.,
is to be found fir st, and only, in the wr itten docum ents O f the

Charleston body, and is al together unsupported by any res

pectable au thority. De la Hogue, de Grass and Aveilhe,

with Solomon Bu sh , and the docum ents now in hand , are the
only authori ties known for that fabr ica tion .

But to proceed
O n the 2 7th Decem ber, 1 773 , the N ational Grand lodge (the title at that

time worn by the Grand O rient,)declared that it would thenceforward work in
Symbolic Masonry only, and forbade the Lodges to gobeyond the Third degree
in their labors. Thory says under this daH uppr

-
ession of the new N ational

Grand Lodge—Appointm ent of a Comm ittee to revise the High degrees

Ma srs . Bacon de la Chevallerie, the Count de Stroganoff and the Baron de

Touissant are appointed the Comm ittee. The Lodges are requested to suspend

all labors in the High degrees, as the Grand O rient its elf did. It enjoined on
the Lodges not to occupy themselves with the H igh degrees, and to work only
in the the first three Sym bolic degrees , as, it added , itself was doing. In 1 781

and 1 782 it created within itself a cham ber of the High degrees, which labored
at a revision of them ,

and early in 1 786 reported four , viz., Elu , Ecossais,
K night of the East , and Rose Croix. Thes e were adopted by the Grand O rient

to be worked in addition to the three Sym bolic degrees, and it thereupon

decreed that no others should be worked in the Lodges and Chapters under its
jurisdiction.

Subsequently the union of all the Masoni c bodies in France
took place , m erging them selves into the Grand O rient

, as we

have before shown see (Tables), an d in the May following
the great Conv ention took place , for the purpose of m aking
Statu tes and Regulations for the general governm ent O f the
O rder. I t is this Conven tion ,

its date
, and the code then

adopted, which has been seized upon by the Charleston Jews,
and turned into the celebrated Berlin affair for the production
of the Secret Constitutions , m anufactur ed (they say)by Frede
rick , for the purpose of form ing the An cient and Accepted
Scottish R ite.

The Report O f the Grand O rator of the Chamber of R ites
(Pari s)thus speaks of this m atter

That Supreme Council (Charleston) labors under very serious errors as it
regards the laws by which it is governed, and the rights which it arrogatee to
itself. I t refers to a decree of May 1 st, 1 786 , fathered upon F rederic

k IL ,

K ing of Prussia, and by which, accord ing to their statement, the Twenty
-five
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degrees have been extended to thirty
-three, and the rules of the rite established

for the future. This rite, in fact, has no other true regulations than those
decreed at Bordeaux ; and, as it regards the laws of F rederick 1L, it is m ost

certain that they never had an existence. No traces of them have ever yet been
discovered, either in Paris or Berlin, before the year 1 804, and then they were
brought from Charleston to Paris by the Count de Grease.”

Thu s we have a very clear and concise account of the Con
stitution of 1 762 and the General Statues and Regulations O f
1 786 but no

‘

m ention is m ade ofBerlin, or F rederic/c of Pru ssia.

There i s no m ention m ade of any rite but that Of Perfection,

in twenty-five degrees. Nor is i t a possible thing that Frede
rick cou ld have been declared Grand Commander of the O rder
of the Royal Secret, or proclaim ed Chief of the degrees of the
two hem ispheres , as those degrees only cam e into existence as
a rite in 1 758— and Stephen Morin received his power in 1 76 1 ,
in which his (Frederick

’s)nam e is not m entioned ; furthermore ,
the degrees were not carried out O f France as a rite at so

early a day, except in the case of Morin : certainly not to

Pru ssia , as we shall presently see .

W e quote again

F rederick I I . never received or practiced the Ancient and Accepted Scot

fish R ite , and never proceeded in Masonry further than the Third degree. H e

probably was acquainted with F es sler’

s system
— six Higher degrees ; or Zin

nendorf
’
s—four higher degrees. The rite in Masonry now known as the

Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite, as well as the Rite of Perfection, or the
Inefi

'

able degrees, are not now known, nor have they ever been known or prac

ticed in Prussia It is certain that no other system is followed or known
in Prussia but that of F essler, which has but nine degrees, viz., three Sym bolic
and six higher degrm ; or that of Zinnendorf, composed of seven degrees, viz. ,

three Sym bolic and four higherdegrees the one practiced by theGrand Lodge

Royal York of F riendship , and the other by the Grand N ational Lodge of
Germany, both sitting in Berlin. I t therefore is perfectly well demonstrated,
that the Scottish Rite , in thirty

-three degrees, or in twenty
-five degrees , has

always been, and is now entirely unknown in Prussia, notwithstanding
the assertion contained in the fam ous Charleston document, that F rederick I I .

was Sovereign Grand Commander in the Scottish R ite, and had willed the
establishm ent of a Supreme Council for each nation.

The K ing of Sweden, Duke of Suderm ania, &c., was never a.deputy of the

K ing of Prussia, was never acknowledged as such by the Craft, neither in

whole nor in part, and never possessed the Thirty
-third degree regu larly, -as

the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite, as well as the Thirty-third degree, is



62 SCOTTISH RITE, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED.

entirely unknown to Swedish Mas onry. It must, therefore, have been conferred

upon him as a matter of courtesy, by the Supreme Council of Charleston, afier
the year 1 80 2 , if he has the degree at all.

Challon de Joinville has never been a deputy of the K ing of Prus sia , nor

has he assumed that quality on the Patent of Sephen Morin. The assertion

is—false altogether. He was the substitute or deputy of Louis of Bourbon,

Prince of the Blood, Count Clerm ont, then Grand Mas ter of the O rder of

The Grand Constitutions of the Thirty
-third degree, called the Supreme

Council of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, were not ratified or pro

claimed by H is Majesty the K ing of Prussia, nor by any other Majesty what
ever, either in 1 762 or 1 786, as the Thirty-third degree was never even known,

or heard of, until the year 1 804. (In Europe.)
N ow it is well known that this rite, in fact, has no other true Regulations

or Laws than those decreed at Bordeaux, on the 2 oth September, 1 761 , by the

Comm issaries of the Council Of the Em perors of the East and W es t, O f Paris,

and of the Council ofPrinces Of the R oyal Secret, ofBordeaux . As it regards

the laws of F rederick I L, it is clear and certain that they never had any acistence.
That assertion concerning that m onarch is a complete fabrication. And if they

had ever been m ade, it would be at Berlin, not at Paris, and still less at Char.
leston, South Carolina, that the traces of their origin should be found. All

m embers of the Scottish R ite must, consequently, now give up the idea of

enforcing the pretended Grand Constitutions of 1 786. Thus the prescription,

concerning the number and seat of the several Suprem e Councils of the Uni
verse, can no more be admitted or allowed ; still less can it be applied to the
equally extravagant disposition by which a Sovereign Grand Inspector General
of the Thirty

-third degree had the power of maki ng Masons, of convening
them , due , or of form ing a Suprem e Council in countries where there was

none.

Supreme Councils must follow the comm on law. They must derive the ir

powersfrom a regular authority of the rite, and they can establish their seat in
such States as have none. This principle has been sanctioned by the Grand

O rient of Brazil, which made application to the Grand O rient of F rance for
the powers necessary for the establishm ent of the Scottish R ite, and to the for

mation of a Supreme Council in its bosom . Said principle has again been

recently resorted to in the Grand O rient and Suprem e Council Of N ewGrenada,
which for twenty years pas t has practi ced the Scottish R ite in said republic,
and had been first form ed under the pretended Constitutions of 1 786. This

authority has been regularized by the Grand O rient of F rance , and has thus

become a regular Scottish power in N ew Grenada .

The pretended Constitutions of the Thirty
-third degree were probably the

General Regulations and Statutes of the O rder, prom ulgated at the Union and

Convention in Paris, May, 1 786. This was a Union Of all the Mas onic bodies
in F rance into one grand body, denominated the Grand O rient of F rance”

lAppendix, Doc. No.
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Added to this, will be found in the Appendix, No. 9 , an oni

cial docum ent in answer to som e inquiries made in 1 833 . The

docum ent com es from the old Scotch Directory of the National
Grand Lodge of the Three Globes,

” BERLIN , and is now on

record in the archives of the Grand O rient of France .

Bu t again. In the official proceeding s of the centennial
celebration of the initiation of Frederick the Great, K ing of

Prussia, in to the fraternity of Masons, by the Grand National
Mother Lodge of the Three Globes, Berlin ,

1 838, the O rator
of the occasion endeavors to correct the assertions advanced
in regard to Frederick by several French system s of Masonry,
and positively declares that he never actively participated in
any work except in that of the real Masonic degrees , and that
he was opposed to the High degrees.
Leaning , in his Encyclopedia, gives the following inform ation

concerning Frederick

F rederick II ., third K ing of Prussia, known as F rederick the Great, born
'

m Berlin, January 2 4th, 1 71 2 , died at the Chateaux Sans Souci August 1 7th,

1 786. H e was m ade a Mason at Brunswick , on the evening of August 1 4th,

1 738, by a Masonic deputation from ,

the Lodge Absalom ,

’
at Ham burg, con

sisting of the Barons Von Oberg, Von Bielfield, Von Lowen, the Count of

Lippe Bruckburg, and som e others . O n the death of his father, in 1 740 , he

as cended the throne of Prussia, and in June of the sam e year, we find him pre

siding as Master over a Lodge at Charlottenburg, in which he initiated several
em inent persons. In regard to his supposed connectionwith the Scottish R ite

,

all well inform ed persons are aware that, during the last fifteen years of his life,
F rederick neither directly or indirectly occupied himself with Masonry. I t is

far m ore likely that he always was a declared enemy of the H igh degrees,

because he , like many other respectable brethren of Germany, had learnt to
regard them as the root of all corruption in the Masonic fraternity, and as the

seed from which sprang the schism s between Lodges and systems.

W e would call attention to the Appendix, Docum ent No. 1 0 ,

where this part of the subject is qu ite ful ly exam ined— (Dispatch,
Augus t
W e have thus exhibited the claim which these pretenders

m ake to the K ing of Prussia as the Grand Comm ander of the
O rder for both hem i spheres, and i t i s certainly a m ost strange
thing that, if what they say be true , it should not have been
known in Prussia at all, even up to the year 1 850— that no
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m ention whatever is m ade by historians concerning the connec
tion of K ing Frederick wi th this O rder— that there is not a
docum ent of any kind in existence , prior to 1 80 2 , save this one ,

which bears testimony to any such connection .

Since that tim e m any disputes have arisen in France, on

account of such a strange asser tion, especially because it was
at Par is, and not at Berlin , that the Convention of Com m l s

sioners m et, in 1 762 , for the purpose of fram ing the Constitu
tions and Regul ations , which shou ld perm anently govern the

O rder , and the nam e of Frederick , either directly, or by

allusion ,
was never m entioned .

The sim ple truth is , that the assertion is false— a complete
fabrica tion from the beginning to the end . W e have indisput
able evidence that K ing Frederick , Freder ick II .

, or Frederick
the Great, was a Master Mason , bu t for any m ore than this,
we challenge the proof. W hile on the other hand , there is
abundant evidence , and that of the m ost positive kind , to prove
that he had no connection whatever with the High degrees, and
was very m uch O pposed to them so m uch so , that he denounced
them as evil in their tendency and not to be m eddled with .

W e will now take up the Constitu tions which he is said to
have ratified , and known as the

“
N ova Institu ta Secreta ,

”
850 .

[See Copy in Appendix of the Secret Cons titutions— Docum ent
No.

This docum ent claim s that O u the l st of May, 1 786, the
Consti tu tions of the Thirty-third degree, called the Suprem e
Council of the Sovereign Grand Inspector s General , was
finally ratified by His Majesty, the K ing of Pru ssia

, who, as

Grand Comm ander of the O rder of Princes of the Royal
Secret, possessed the Sovereign Masonic power over the whole
Craft. I n the new Constitutions this high power was conferred
on a Suprem e Council of nine brethren in each nation

, who

possess all the Masoni c prerogatives, in their own district, that
His Majesty possessed , and are Sovereigns in M asonry .

”
I t is

on these Constitutions that they base all their pow ers
, and we

shall exam ine a little into their au thenticity.

Vassal, in his Essai Historique sur 1’ Institution da Rit Ecos
sai, &c . : Paris, 1 82 7, page 1 9 , alluding to the variou s impo
sitions of de Grasse Tilly and others

,
says
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They had recourse to fraud, and in order to impose with more safety, it

was declared t hat these constitutions had been granted by F rederick I I .,
K ing of Prussia , who in granting them instituted the Thirty

-second and

Thirty
-third degrees on May l st., 1 786, and in order to give color to this

fable, it was as serted that F rederick was Grand Master of the universality of

the Scottish Rite. W e will add, that he could not have been Grand Maste r

of the Scottish R ite, because since 1 750 , only reformed Masonry (rite of

F essler and Zinnendorf)was professed in Prussia. W e know that the K ing
of Prussia protected the O rder, but he was never Grand Master

,
and had he

been that prior to the l st of May, 1 786 , he was afliicted with an apoplexy,

which was followed by paralysis, and which deprived him of a portion of his

intellectual faculties. This m alady continued eleven months without interm is
sion, and he died in the course of this year, from whence it follows, that he
could not create the Thirty

-second and Thirty
-third degrees, and still less sign

the pretended Grand Constitutions on May l st, 1 786. The opinion which we

express is the m ore precise , for if we consu lt Vol. 3d, of the H ist. de la Mon

archee Prussienne , published by Mirabeau in 1 786 , we find the following
passage :

‘ I t is a pity that F rederick I I . did not push his zeal to become
Grand Master of all the Germ an lodges , or at least, of all the Prussian lodges
his power would thereby have been considerably increased , and m any m ilitary
enterprises would have resu lted differently if he had never em broiled himself
with the heads of this association.

’

[N OTE . A considerationwhich cannot have

escaped even the least observant Masons is, that if the Thirty
-second degree had

been created by the K ing of Prussia, this degree wou ld, at least, have retained

som e analogy with the reform ed Masonry which was practiced in Prussia ,

while, on com paring this degree with the Twenty
-fifth degree of Heredom , we

find so perfec t an identity between the two degrees, that they contain the sam e
doctrines , the sam e ritual, and the sam e historical points, whence it results that
the Prince of the R oyal Secret is nothing but the Twenty

-fifth degree of

H eredom , which has been transposed to the Thirty-second
These docum ents dem onstrate that the K ing of Prussia was never Grand

Master of the Scottish Rite , and that in 1 786 he was physically unable to
create any degrees or to institute these pretended constitutions , and we reg ret

that the authors of the circular of the Grand O rient of 1 81 9, should have
entertained an erroneous principle, by recognizing that F rederick I I . had given

Grand Constitutions for the Scottish R ite . N otwithstanding this form al
assertion, we persist in believing that these Grand Constitutions never

existed. The Bro. de Marguerrites has gone even further. H e asserts in a

m em oir, published in 1 81 8, that a Scottish K night had in his possession, the

origi nal of these constitutions, signed manu propria by the great F rederick ,

K ing of Prussia— we m ay observe that the K night m ust have been of high

birth to have been so intim ately connected with the great F rederick, that this

monarch shou ld have confided to his care , the Grand Constitutions signed by

his own hand, and that he must have been well advanced in years, because he
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must have been a Thirty
-third in 1 786, in order to be entrusted with a docu

ment which was inherent to the cahier of this degree.

”

W e can also affirm , that since 1 81 4, the Grand Consistory of R ites m

F rance has conferred the Thirty
-third degree upon many Prussian officers

who were oldMasons, and none of them had any knowledge of the existence of
a Suprem e Council at Berlin. Therefore if the Thirty

-third degree, and the

Scottish Rite, are unknown at the place where they were created, how can it

be asserted that the great F rederick instituted this degree, and gave a Masonic

Charter, which other kingdom s shou ld enjoy and his own be deprived o

The genuineness of the Constitutions of 1 786 was first attacked in a dis

course delivered before the Sov . Scotch Chapter, Pare du F am ille, at Angers,

in F ebruary, 1 81 2 , and published in the Herm es, Vol. 1 , page 2 96. The

author states, that before May l st, 1 786 , F rederick had had an attack of

apopleptic asphyxia, that his sickness lasted elevenm onths without interm ission,
or improvem ent , and he died in 1 786. F or this he refers to L

’ Historic

Secrets de la Cour de Berlin, 1 789, Vol. 1 , page

Chem in Dupontes, in his Mem oire sur 1
’
Ecociss, says

“ F rederick the Great protected M asonry, but neither he, nor his Council,
amused themselves with m aking degrees, and if they had done so we should
recognize their work. Besides , F rederick died August 1 7th, 1 786 , after a

painful illness of eleven m onths. He cou ld not therefore, on the 1 st ofMay of

the same year, have made , or approved, any Masonic regulations .

Clavel, in his Hist. Pitt., says
That from the year 1 744 until his death, F rederick in no wise concerned

himm lf about Masonry, that on the l st of May, 1 786 , he was dying, and

absolutely incapable of attending to any business whatever, that he was the
declared enemy of the H igh degrees, which he considered an injury to

Mas onry, and that there neverwas a Council of the Thirty-third degree in Prus
sia, where, previous to 1 786, the R ite of Perfection had been, for the m ost part,
abandoned .

”

Schlosser , in his History of the Eighteenth Century, says
F rederick I I. him self, continued to belong to this O rder till after the Sile

sian war. He ceas ed to be a m ember shortly before the comm encem ent of the
Seven Years’ war, at the very tim e when these orders began to be abused for
every species of deception, and he also comm anded such of his Ministers of

State as belonged to the O rder, to desist from visiting their Lodges .

”

This is only a part of the testim ony which has been g iven
by authors relative to Frederick the Great and the Constitu
tions of 1 786 , but it is deem ed sufficient to prove fully, the
falsity and the folly of the pretensions m ade in thi s m em orable
docum ent. The most able defenders of the rite may be said
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Here is the form ula for the arrangem ent of the system ,
and

it wou ld appear that no m istake cou ld occur with these laws
before them . The schedule on this docum ent ought to have

agreed perfectly with this classification ; the numbers and the
nam es shou ld have been m ade exactly to correspond . Although

the fram ers of these Constitu tions have forgotten the N ine

teenth, thu s m aking thirty-two degrees in all, yet in following
it

, the founders of the rite wou ld hav e m anifested a disposition
to be governed by its laws . But now look at the schedule .

(See pages 53—54, also Docum ent No. Here is a great dis
crepancy . W hile the authors of the Constitu tions or Insti tu tes
have forgotten the N ineteenth and Twenty-fourth , and doubled
the Twenty-ninth , the founders of this new rite have left out the
Twenty-ninth , or Grand K nights of St . Andrew ; the Thirty
first

,
or Grand Inqu isitor and Inspector Comm ander ; they

have displaced the K adosh, and have m ade three degrees ou t
of Pr ince of the Royal Secret . Now if it be true , as Dalcho
affirm s in his orations , that the degrees of the r ite have
undergone no change , no alteration whatever , and the founders
of the rite m eant to g ive them as they were , and under the
sam e form s which they then had since m any centur ies before ,

’

how does this terrible m i stake happen " Surely the wise
founders of the r ite had reflected well upon the work before
them ; and in publishing to the Masonic world the number

,

and style , of the degrees included in their system , and which
they proposed to confer , it cannot be supposed , for a m om ent,
that these degrees were forgotten , or that any possible m istake
could have crept in . Bu t so it appears .
Again. How could the degree of

“
Com m ander of the Tem ple

be included in the Institutes as one of the system of 1 786,
when it appears, by their own statem ent

,
tha t in 1 797 it was

being conferred in Charleston , bv Montm ain , as a detached
degree . The R ite of Perfection knew nothing of this degree .

I t was never introduced into the Council until purchased from
Montm ain, and was first announced in 1 80 2 . Moreover

,
i t is

declared by the defenders of the rite
A ll these degrees did not exist in F rance prior to 1 786 , nor until 1 804.

The Thirty
-third did not. There was never any such degree known there until
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1 804 as that of Sovere ign Grand Inspector General, superior to Prince of the
Royal Secre t. And it is perfectly we ll known to all Masons who have at all
examined the subject, that no such degrees as Chief of the Tabernacle, Prince
of the Tabernac le, K night of the Brazen Serpent, and Prince of Mercy, are
to be found in the nomenclature of any of the old degrees existing prior to
1 804. Ie Tuileur of l’A ulnaye says, as late ly as 1840 : These four degree s
the Twenty

-third, Twenty
-fourth, Twenty

-fifth and Twenty-sixth— are not
found in F rance.

’

A ccordingly the Scottish Masons regard them as the Holy
Ark .

”— Lama rre, page 33.

W e cannot do better than to g ive an extract from Historical
Inquiry, by F oulhouze. He says, page 1 1

It seems that, with this docum ent in hand , the founders of the pre tended
Supreme Council at Charles ton should have been in no m anner em barrassed ,
and that the list which they gave in their circular of 1 80 2 , ought to have been
an exact copy of the degrees of the R ite , under the names, and according to the

order m entioned in that docum ent.

Their list, it is true, would have num bered no more than thirty-one degrea ,

for the authors of the Institutes have forgotten the N ineteenth and Twenty
fourth, and doubled the Twenty-ninth but it would at least have proved that
Dalcho and his confreres united a little sense with their modest ambition for
notoriety and originality.

By comparing this list of degrem (Charleston docum ent)with that of 1 762 ,
(A cts of the Sup. Conne . of F rance, page 4, et and with the provisions

of the pretended Institu tes of 1 786 (N ova Institute. Secrets ), any one will
comprehend that, at the tim e they m ade it, none of them knew the Constitu
tions of 1 762 , nor the Institutes of 1 786 that, therefore, those Institutes are

of a date after the year 1 80 2 , and that the above list was hastily set up by
m en , who, as they had in hand but thirty

-one of the rituals brought by Stephen
Morin, did not even think of the Grand K nights of S t . A ndrew and the Grand

Inquisitor Comm ander, and that they took the objec t for the nam e of the

Grand Scotch K night of the Sacred Vau lt , ’ displacing the K adosh, and left
the Grand Pontifi

‘

under the number which it had in the list of Stephen

Morin .

And the proof that they did not-even suspect the necess ity of those Insti

tutee to conceal their des ign, and that they believed that the first FO RGERY (we
speak of the Constitutions of 1 786)sufliced for their purpose, is , that Da lcho,
in his orations, affirms, as we have before stated, that the degrees of the rite

have undergone no change
— no alte ration whatever ; and m eans , therefore , in

his circular, to give them as theywere, and under the sam eform s which they then

had since many centu ries before. Thus it m ay be said that , on the one side, they

themselves condemned those Institutes , and that now they are evidently con

demned by them .

“ W hat we find both laughable and scandalous , in connection with the signa
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tures of those Institutes, is, the note annexed by the authors of the treaty of

alliance between the Supreme Councils of F rance , Brazil and the W estern

Hem isphere. In order to account for the absence of nam es in those places
m arked with aste risks, they say that these as terisks serve to des ignate the

p laces of those signatures that have become illegible, or effaced by F R ICTI O N or

sax warns , to which the original, written on parchment, has been accidentally
exposed on several occasions .

This precious manuscript is now deposited within the archives of ONE of

the Confederated Suprem e Councils, and its future preservation is, therefore,

assured.

W hat " The Great F rederick ratifies a Constitution which is written on

parchm ent, and behold, the original— or as the F rench text says, l
'
amplz

'

atz
’

on

mi ginale
'— thereof travels over land and sea , instead of being kept in the

archives of the Suprem e Council ofBerlin" That im portant Council (forwith
out it, without the identity of its mem bers being fully substantiated, what
becom es of all those who prete nd to descend therefrom ,)imm ediately abandons
the only proof of its birth and legitimacy, to the accidents of most dangerous

voyages. And , notwithstanding the necessity of preserving that document in

the very place where it originated and took its full force and vigor, in order

that , under all circum stances , it m ight give faith, credence and authority to the

institution which had adopted it for its foundation, and when it was easy to

expedite to any person having a right thereto, duly certified copies thereof,

behold , it is exposed to accidents from flood and fie ld, from salt water, and
frictions of all sorts "

“ But is it true that there was but one original—ampliation originale—of

that docum ent " I f so, the signers have averred a scandalous untrnt-h ; for

they declare, in their certificate to the aforem entioned institutes, statutes , con

stitutions and appendices, that the official copies, or ampliations thereof, are
deposited , and have been carefully and faithfully preserved, in all their purity,

am ong the archives of the O rder, and (further below)that the copies which

they have exam ined are faithful, and literally conform able to the original text
of those docum ents .

There is no possibility here to avoid an unhappy and disagreeable dilemma.

The F rench word ampliation
’
m eans either a.duplicate or supp lem ent . If it

m eans a duplicate or copy, where was the O RIGINAL , which has not probably
been so unfortunate as to be exposed to SEA warm and FR ICTIO N " W e

m ight there find all the signatures it ever had, in a legible condition. If it

m eans a supplement, the m ain text wou ld have received the signatures as well
as the supplement tothe text . W e ask again, where is the original docum ent
with its signatures in full"_The salt water and friction dodge is a weak sub

terfuge , and not likely to carry conviction with it, to the m ind of any honest

m an of ordinary intelligence.

"

Again
“ The Iusrrru'rxs are under the date of 1 2 86, and consequently were signed
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by F rederick H. five hundred years at least before his birth. The A PPEN
DI O ES have no date at all (which goes far towards destroying their validity).
Those docum ents being three in number, to wit., the Institutes, signed by
F rederick alone, and the Constitutions and Append ices bearing the same signa

tures at a distance of several pages, the sea water or friction did so m anage its

work of des truction, as to touch only the sam e nam es in both places, leaving
all the rest of the text in the most perfect condition.

"

N ow we say, that neither of those distinguished gentlemen associated upon

the comm ission would have given their approval to such absurdities, if they
had taken the trouble Of read ing and exam ining those documents, with the

note which is attributed to them , as explanatory Of the absence of signatures
which, it is alleged , were originally affixed to those docum ents, and more

especially so, if it were true, that there are several official ampliations and an

orig ina l, because in that case , the m iracle Operated either by sea water or

friction, which through a proceeding of its own, went to destroy the very sam e

signatures on each of those amp liations and on the original itself. So rem ark

able an occurrence wou ld have been exceedingly interesting to their scientific
men, and carrying with it so liberal a seasoning O f the supernatural , the fact
well authenticated, would have been of inestim able value to the faithful , &c.

The claim s which thi s extraordinary docum ent set up, are,
F irst. The establishm ent of an entire

,
new, exclusive rite ,

in the year 1 80 1 , O f thirty-three degrees, nam ed in the

Schedule , the O rder taking the nam e O f fi ncient and fl ccep ted

Scottish R ite. I t has been clearly proved that this boasted new
rite was nothing m ore than the R ite O f Perfection,

with eight
d egrees crowded in, to m ake up the thirty-three .

Second. I ts great antiquity, pretending to have been founded
in the prim eval age . This has been clearly proved to be fal se ,
by showing that Masonry, in any O f its rites, was not known
or practiced in France before the year 1 72 5, and then only in
three Sym bolic degrees ; that in 1 736 they began to m ake addi
tions and in 1 756 they had m anufactured an imm ense num ber
O f Bi tes and Degrees ; am ong the number of which was this
Rite of Perfection that before this period there was no Ined'e
ble Masonry in Europe , and that the pretence O f a Scottish
basis , or its transm ission from Scotland by a nobleman, was

s im ply, absurd . In this Synopsis all known rites are given,
except the Rite of M israim ,

” which was set up in the nine
teenth century.

Third. That Stephen Morin was the founder, by appointing
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M. M. Hays for Am erica, whereas it appears by their own

docum ents which have been m ade public , particularly the Reg
ister O f Aveilhe , de la Hogue, and De Grasse, as well as from
history, that Morin appointed Frankin first, and Frankin ap

pointed M . M . Hays som e years afterwards in Boston , Mass.
If the docum ent O f Morins recall in 1 766 , which we have g iven
in the appendix

, be au thentic, (and there is no reason to doubt
it)many O f his proceedings were illegal. . At the best, Morin
was not a Sovereign Grand Inspector General when these ap

pointm ents were m ade, nor was he or any O f those who were
appointed by him ,

m embers O f that degree at all that as i t is

generally conceded by all au thors that the thirty-third degree
was not known in the world before the year 1 80 2 , and then
only in the Suprem e Council in Charleston ,

it is clear that the
persons com posing that body, m anufactured it them selves out
of the raw m aterial .

”

F ourth. That Frederick O f Prussia was Grand Comm ander
O f the O rder O f Princes O f the Royal Secret in 1 762 , had an

East at Berlin
,
ratified Constitutions, m ade laws , &c .

” The

falsehood O f the whole O f this pretension is clearly demon
strated from the beginning to the end . He was not the Grand
Comm ander of the R ite O f Perfection or O f Sublim e Masons ;
was not at the Convention Of 1 762 or 1 786 , either in person ,
or by substitute , or by Depu ty was not acquainted with the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite he did not form or estab
lish the thirty-third degree , nor had he any acquaintance what
ever w i th any O f the proceedings attributed to him . That
O bellon de

,

JO inville was not then ,
nor was he ever

, the

Depu ty, substitute , or representative O f
“ His Majesty the K ing

O f Prussia,
” but was the sub stitute or depu ty O f Louis O f

Bourbon , Count Clermont , Prince O f the Blood , the then
Grand Master O f the O rder in France . That Charles

,
Here

ditary Pr ince O f Sweden , Duke of Suderm ania, &c.
,
was never

a deputy O f the K ing O f Pru ssia, was entirely unacquainted
with this rite, and that if he ever was possessed of the thirty
third degree, it m ust have been after the year 1 80 2 , and then
conferred upon him as a m atter of courtesy by these inventors
of degrees.



RITE O F PERFECTIO N . 73

F ifth. That the Constitutions of 1 786 , purporting to have
been ratified , and signed by Frederick II , are a baseforgery,
never having been known before the year 1 80 2 , and in all

probability, not until som e years after that date
,
being fu lly

dem onstrated to be such by the article itself
, as well as by

history.

The document is leng thy, but i t is hoped that the exam inao

tion of it in som e of its parts, has not been unprofitable.
Much of i t remains unnoticed . W e have only taken up those
falsehoods which more imm ediately and directly concern the
origin of the degrees, the laws which govern them ,

the doc

trines which they prom ulgate, and the influence these have
had upon those, who have in succeeding years, becom e
acquainted with the Exalted degrees of Masonry. W e do not

hesita te to say, that this document has been the germ from
which has sprung up all the quarrels and dissensions, all the
suSpicions and doubts, all the bitterness and bad feeling , which
have been so m anifest, particularly as it regards the Sovereign
Grand Consistory of Joseph Cerneau , and the strife in France
between the Grand O rient and the Supreme Council there , be
ginning , as will presently be shown, in 1 804, and continuing
almost to the present day. I t was extensively circulated at
the tim e of its publication, i t was silently received by the

m asses of the Masonic order, because they were ignorant of
m ost of the doctrines which it taught, and it has since become
in a great degree, a kind of hand-book for quotations , in
m atters relating to Suprem e Councils, and the Exalted degrees
of Masonry.

These we have undertaken to refu te and expose , not so m uch
from our own testimony, as from the declarations and writings
of others , who have perhaps exam ined the subject more deeply
and are m uch better acquainted wi th it than ourselves . How

well we have succeeded in the refutation, i s, of course , left to
the judgem ent of the reader to decide. I t has been before

stated , that among other bodies to which this docum ent was
forwarded, was the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the feeling
m anifested by that body at its reception was so decided , as to

call forth a stern rebuke, as appears in the following abstract
from their m inutes
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Extract, 1 80 2 .

This year a circular letter was received from a body styling itself The

Supreme Grand Council of America.

’

The spirit of the Illum inati which it

breathed, and the Supernmnerary degrees , amounting to over fifty which it

authorized, were sufiicient reasons for drawing down the Cox
-
rm rr of Scottish

in

to the latest posterity, the principles and ceremonies of their order, unpolluted
and unimpaired.

—Laum
'

e.

And Dr.
’

Frederick Dalcho, one of the signers of this docu
m ent, becam e asham ed in after years, of the great m istake he
had m ade, in the advocacy of Masonry itself as an O RDER of

great antiquity and in lending his nam e for such purposes .
He published a second edition of his Ahim on Rezin, with
additions and explanatory notes in 1 82 2 . He speaks in a very
d ifferent manner there. In an address delivered to the Frater
nity , he says, The PRINCIPLES of our order are cccv al wi th
the creation. Founded upon the laws of nature and the com

m ands of God, nothing had precedence of them in tim e . The

origin of the Socm '

rx, however, as an insti tution, di stinct from
other associations, is involved in impenetrable obscurity. And

notwithstanding the learning and zeal of m any industr ious
Masons, it wil l, I fear , forever remain unknown. Various
indeed have been the speculations on thi s subject, and great
has been the labor expended by many good m en and true ,

’
to

prove that every m an of note from Adam down to the present
day, were Free Masons. But such round assertions are be

neath the digni ty of the O rder and would not be urged by
m en of letters. Neither Adam , nor Noah, nor Nim rod, nor
Moses, nor Joshua, nor David , nor Solom on , nor Hiram , nor

St. John the Bapti st, nor St. John the Evangelist, belonged to
the Masonic O rder, however congenial their principles m ay

have been. I t is unwise to assert m ore than we can prove ,
and to argue against probability. Hypothesis in history is
absurd. There is no record , Sacred or Profane, to induce us

to believe that these holy and distinguished m en were Free
Masons, and our traditions do not go to their days. To asser t
that they were Free Masons m ay m ake the vu lgar stare ,

’
but
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PROGRESS O F THE AN CIENT AND ACCEPTED

SCO
’

I
'

I
‘
ISH RITE.

A difficulty with the Grand Lodge of South Carolina averted —Program
Augustus Provost

—Pierre le Barbiere Plem ia—W m . Moore Sm ith.

Mom Sein e—Moses Cohen —J ohn Ga briel Tardy.—Abraham Jacobs
his exploits in Savannah, and other parts of Georgia

—J . J. J. Gourgas

Registers .
—Count de Grasse—he goes to F rance and establishes the Supreme

Grand Council Thirty-third degree, Ancient and A ccepted R ite , in Paris

1 804.
—Q uarrel thereupon between the Grand O rient and the Supreme

Council of De Grasse.
—Particulars.— The Claim s of both—The Charles ton

Council in 1 80 2 .
—Sublim e Lodge and Council of Savannah, Georgia.

How l and by Whom l— F orm ed.
— Charles ton Council 1 81 3.

W E will now resum e the history. W hen the document,
which we have ju st finished reviewing, made i ts appearance, it
m ay well be supposed that i t created a sensation among the

Brethren of South Carolina . The report from the Grand
O rient before quoted from , states,

The Masons of the York rite, working in South Carolina, under the juris
diction of a regular Grand Lodge , were astonished at these high degrees claim
ing a Supremacy over the O rder, and through the Grand Lodge of the State ,
they inquired about their origin, and from whence they he ld their powers. The
Supreme Council appointed a comm ission composed of Brother F rederick

Dalcho, K . H. P . of the R . S . Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the

Thirty
-third degree, Emanuel De la Motta and Isaac Auld, both of the same

grade, to make a report on the subject. The brethren reporters asserted, that
in 1 762 , the Constitutions of the Scott ish rite were transmitted to the

Il lustrious Brother Stephen Morin, who, on the 2 7th of August, 1 761 , had

been acknowledged as General Inspector of all the Lodges, &c.
, in the N ew

W orld, by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, convened at

Paris, &c.

This report, it would seem , did not please them , or give the
required satisfaction to them , concerning the unheard of

powers which they had arrogated to them selves , of controling
and directing all the York lodges of the Symbolic degrees by
v irtue of Stephen Morin’s power. They did not inform them
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particularly where they obtained the name
, and now, of Sove

reign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third degree, and
“
Sovereigns in Masonry.

” That Grand Lodge at once took
exception to their proceeding s, and disputed their author ity.

A pretty warm contest ensued, but i t appeared in the sequel ,
that som e of the officers in this Supreme Council

,
were also

ofiicers or m embers of the Grand Lodge, and by making con

cessions concerning the first three , or Symbolic degrees, the
right over which they pretended to have WAIVED in favor
of the Grand Lodge, and through the interest and influence
which they carried in that body ,

all difficulty was removed out

of the way, and they went on with their work .

Perhap s it would be as well to m ention here, that this was
the comm encement of a strife am ong the brethren, whi ch has.

con tinued to the present day. These parties, as the successors
of Stephen Morin, and Sovereigns in Masonry, claim the right
under the N ova Institu ta Secreta ,

”
to estab lish Symbolic

Lodges of the first three degrees , in the Scotti sh rite . These
Secret Institutes declare as follows

N um erous and pressing solicitations have of late and from all parts been
addressed to us , which m akes us feel the urgent necessity to O ppose an effica

cious force to the spirit of intolerance , sect, schism , and anarchy, which inno

vators of a new kind endeavor to propagate among our brethren. Those m en

are guided by views, more or less restricted, thoughtless, blam eable, and pre
sented under specious motives, which change the nature of F ree Masonry, and

tend to remove it from its object, and to make it fall into contempt and

oblivion ; and informed as we are of all that now occurs in the neighboring
States, we acknowledge that it is urgent to afford remedy thereto.

Therefore, and from m otives of im portant interest, we have gathered and

united into one body of F ree Masonry, all the rites of the Scotch System , the

doctrines of which are universally acknowledged as agreeing with the A ncient

Institutions, tending to the sam e end, form ing the principal branches of one
and the same tree, and differing only as to certain forms already explained by
the m ost part of F ree Masons, and easy to conciliate. Those rites are

acknowledged under the names of Ancient, Heredom , K ilwinning, St. Andrew,

Council of Emperors of the East and W est, Princes of the Roya l Secret or
Perfection, Philosophical and Prim itive.

Taking , therefore, as the bas is of our Conservatory reform ation, the F IRST

of those rites, and the number of the H IERARCHAL degrees of the LAST we de
clare , that thus united, and agglomerated , those degrees constituted one single
order, which professes the dogmas and pure doctrine ofAncient F ree Ma

s
onry,
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and embraces all the Systems of Scotch Masonry united under the nam e of

Ancient and Accepted Scotch R ite.
’

Therefore, the doctrine shall be imparted to Masons in THIRTY-THREE de
grees, divided into seven temples, or classes, which each of them shall be
bound successively to pass through, before being initiated to the m ost Sublim e
and last, and to wait for each degree the delays, and undergo the trials , which
the Secret Institutes , and ancient and modern rescripts of the O rder of Per

fection require.

The FIRST degree shall be subject to the SECO ND , this one to the THI RD ,

and so on, up to the most Sublim e, or Thirty
-third, which SHALL watch over

ALL the others and m u s e um and COMMAND them , the assemblage, or re-union
of all those who are thereto initiated, form ing F O R THAT PURPO SE the Grand
Suprem e Dogm atic Council, CO NSERVATO R of the order, which it SHALL
GOVERN , and ADMINI STER , in conform ity with the PRESENT I NSTITUTES, under

the Constitutions soon to be established. (Nov. Inst.

Such were the laws under which they pretended to act, and

as a m atter of course , to estab lish Lodges and confer the Sym
bolic degrees under the Scottish ritual . I ts beg inning dates
from the year 1 783, when they established a Lodge of Perfec

tion there , but it was O pposed from its very comm encem ent, on
the ground , that the established Masonry of the land was that
of the York rite

,
and that the establishm ent of another rite

by its side , conferring the sam e degrees in another form , was

an unju stifiable interference , and would cau se ceaseless confu

sion am ong the Craft. W hile on their part they assert
,
that

persons initiated in a York lodge cannot know any thing con

cerning Scottish Masonry, that the three first degrees are as

m uch a part of their system as the three last, the one being
incom plete without the other, and that they are bound by the
laws under which they act

, to govern and adm inister the Sym

bolic degrees in the Scottish R ite.

But this difficul ty appears to have been satisfactorily settled
between the two parties at issue before penning the circular,
for in that docum ent they give notice to the Craft

,
that they

waive the right of conferring the three fir st
, or Blue degrees,

to the regularly constituted Grand Lodges, which of right
adm inister them .

Having arranged m atters to their satisfaction ,
these succes

sors of Stephen Morin were not idle
, but followed closely in

the footsteps of their predecessors . Although there was no
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regularly consti tuted body from which all .
these high sounding

titles em anated, but all the Sovereign Grand Inspectors
General of whom we have any account

,
received their degrees

and titles , the one from the other , yet they kept on, and did not

grow weary. Thus , in 1 790 , Frankin initiated , and appointed
Augu stu s Prevost for the British Leeward islands, and he ini
tiated Pierre le Barbier Plessis for the State of Pennsylvania.

W m . Moore Sm ith was also appointed for the sam e State
,
and

resided at Norristown ,
— M . M . Hays initiated and appointed

Moses Seixas, a Jew , Sovereign Grand Inspector General for
the State of Rhode I sland , and in 1 789 , he exalted Moses
Cohen ,

a Jew,
in Philadelphia , and appointed him Depu ty Inr

spector ; Brother Spitzer conferred the degrees on John
M itchell in Charleston in 1 795, and m ade him a Deputy In
spector General for Sou th Carolina . O n the 1 4th day of

O ctober , 1 807, Brother Pierre le Barbiere Plessis conferred
the degrees on John Gabrie l Tardy, and appointed him a Deputy
Inspector General for Pennsylvania , and John Gabrie l Tardy
conferred the K adosh, and Prince of the Royal Secret, upon
fl braham Jacobs, Novem ber, 1 81 0 , m ade him a Deputy Grand
Inspector and gave him a Pa tent dated November 2 4th, 1 81 0 .
Jacob s had re ceived the preceding Sublim e degrees in K ing
ston ,

Jam aica, from the hand of Moses Cohen ; J. J. J.

Gourgas , who was first initiated in to Masonry in Lodge La
Union Francais , June l gth, 1 80 6 , and withdrew from the said
Lodge on the 1 6th June , 1 808, was initiated into the Sublim e
degrees in 1 808, and m ade a Depu ty Inspector, and finally, in
1 81 3 , was m ade a Sovereign Grand Inspector General Thirty
third , by Em anuel De la Motta, his bosom friend.

The ao-called R egi sters
” present a curious spectacle of

these O perations. The reg ister of De la Hogue contains, as
its first entry, the filiation of the powers O f Morin , as Inspec

tor General . I t states then, that Morin gave the degree of
Grand Depu ty Inspector General to Frankin , at K ingston,

Jam aica ; he to Moses M . Hays, at Boston he to Spitzer, at
Charleston ; all the Deputies in Sublim e Council at Philadel
lphia , (them selves O f course) to Moses Cohen ; he to Hyman
I saac Long ; and he to de la Hogue , De Grasse, &c., at
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Charleston. To whom ,
viz . to De Grasse and de la Hogue,

he, (Long,) gave , on the 1 2 th November, 1 796 , a Charter of

Constitution, establishing a Sublim e Grand Council of Princes
of the Royal Secret at Charleston, South Carolina .

There is also the Reg ister
”
of Aveilhe, which contains a

copy of the Patent granted by Moses Cohen to Hym an I saac
Long , on the 1 2 th of January , 1 794.

The “
Reg ister

”
of Moses l—Iolbrook is the copy of a Pa tent

g iven by Baroud M. Spitzer to him self, reciting his own crea
tion as Prince Mason and Depu ty Inspector General , at
Philadelphia, on the 2 5th June , 1 781 , also John M itchell to the
like efi

‘

ect. Then follows a Pa tent granted to Frederick
Dalcho , May 2 4th, 1 80 1 , by John Mitchell .
The Register

”
of de la l-Iogue contains also a copy of the

Patents granted on the 1 2 th November , 1 796 , by Hyman
I saac Long to de la Hogue , De Grasse, &c . Also a copy of

the Char ter of Constitutions , granted on the 1 2 th Novem ber ,
1 769 , by Long , to the sam e bre thren , to establish a Lodge at
Charleston.

Thus it wou ld appear that these gentlem en were not idle at
any tim e, but diligently im proved every O pportunity that pre
sented i tself, by conferr ing the degrees and titles upon others
for a

“
fair consideration , the effects of which we shall

shortly see.

Deem ing that all m atters connected with the history of the

Sublim e degrees will be interesting , and m ore especially to
show the effects which imm ediately followed the establishm ent
of the new rite , we will here take occasion to follow the

Count De Grasse Tilly, and thus com plete that portion of the

narrative.

The docum ent states O n the 2 1 st of February, 1 80 2 , our
I llustrious Brother Count Alexander Francis August Tilly,
Count de Grasse, Deputy Inspector General , was appointed by
the Supreme Council a Grand Inspector General and Grand
Commander of the French W est Indies , &c.

” And in their
Annuary of 1 80 2 they pretended to give the nam es of the
O fficers of the Lodge of Perfection , Consistory, &c .

, estab
lished in St. Dom ingo by the Count, together with the Sove~
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reign Grand Inspectors General and Suprem e Council , of that
i sland , in all of which the Count is declared to be the R epre
sentative in St . Dom ingo, of the Charleston body, viz .
Representa tive of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem ,

also of

the Sublim e Council of Princes of the Royal Secret , and also
of the Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third degree .

(See Appendix . Docum ent No. 1 1 , and Patent —Docum ent
No.

Ragon,
as well as the Report, states ,

The Count never established a Council, nor a Supreme Council, in the
island of St . Dom ingo, as has been asserted, but cam e direct from South

Carolina to F rance.

”

Again ,

Previous to the Suprem e Council established by the Grand O rient of

F rance in the island of Hayti, in the year 1 837 , there never existed at St.

Dom ingo, any Council of Princes of Jerusalem , any Consistory of Princes of

the Royal Secret , nor any Supreme Council of the Thirty-third degree. The

Count had in v iew no doubt, the establishm ent of those Lodges at St.

Dom ingo, and for that reason it is thus stated in the Annuary at Charleston,
published at that time. But he did not return to that island, then a prey to

the Revolution, but came to Paris direct in the year 1 80 3 or 1 804.

Again ,
The Inefi

'

able degrees , or the Rite of Perfection, were practiced in F rance

from 1 761 to 1 804. A t that tim e (1 804) the Count De Grasse Tilly, who
had taken the Thirty-third degree in the pretended Charleston Council, brought
the additional degrees, with the Thirty

-third, to F rance, as a Novelty
’

or Curiosity,
’
not with the title of the ‘Rite of Perfection

’
or

‘ Inefi
‘

able

Degrees,
’

by which nam e or title they had always been known until then but

under an entire new name, viz. ; that of the ' Scottish R ite, Ancient and

Accep ted .

’

Ragon says,
Count de Grasse in 1 80 2 , received Patents from the Suprem e Council of

Charleston , to es tablish a Suprem e Council at Cape F rancais, St. Dom ingo.

This pretended Suprem e Council figures largely in the Annuary of the

Charleston Council of that year, and they state that it was the only Suprem e

Council with which they were in correspondence. The truth is, that the

Suprem e Council at St. Dom ingo never had an existence. In 1 803 , the Count

returns to F rance, representing him self as the Supreme Chief of the Thirty
third degree, and on the 2 2 d December, 1 804, the Suprem e Council of the
Thirty

-third degree was erected, and provisionally organized in Paris, but was
not published, decreed , and definitively constituted, until January 1 9th 1 81 1 .
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It i s generally conceded by all au thors , that De Grasse did

establish in Pari s, in the year 1 804, a Suprem e Council of the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish rite , that the nam e of the r ite

was new , and the powers claim ed by De Grasse for the Council
i tself

,
as well as for its officers, were altogether monstrous .

Carrying with him the docum ent of the Charleston body, .and

being im bued with its doctrines , he at once set up a claim for

that body, as a r ival to the Grand O rien t, which embroiled the
whole fraternity in a contest lasting for m any years .

Imm ediately after the establishm ent of this Council in Paris
by the Count De Grasse, the Grand O rient, viewing it as a

rival , began to resist the claim , on the ground , that she was in

possession of the degrees known as the Scotti sh rite , and had
practiced them since 1 76 2 , that the addition of four or five un

im portan t degrees did not m ake a new r ite of it, and that the
claim of the Coun cil was preposterous .
In order that the reader m ay be able to judge for him self

the m er its of the case, we shall g ive an abstract of the claim s
of both parties

, gathered from the m any au thorities who have
espou sed either side.

The Grand O rient claim s to have received all the known
rites of Masonry into her bosom ,

beg inning with the R ite of

Perfection , or Scottish System ,
and consisting of twenty-five

degrees , and continuing so to do un til she had absorbed the

whole
,
thereby destroying the action of the num erou s Masonic

bodies in the work of conferring degrees . A Synop sis of the
rites has already been g iven ,

together with a Tablet
,
showing

not only the different and distinct rites
, bu t also the tim e at

which they m erged into the Grand O r ient and Suprem e Coun
cil , and thus gave her com plete control over all the Masonic
degrees.

[R efer to the Tablet , page
Thi s change was com pleted fu lly by the year 1 799 , although

she had the R ite of Perfection or the Scottish System nearly
fifty years before that da te, and gave it to Stephen Morin in
the year 1 761 , in which year , the body was known as the
“
N ational Grand Lodge, with a chamber of the Council
within her bosom .
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unadul terated state . That when she saw the rival body by
her side , and heard the claim m ade, she at once resuscitated
those degrees, which had then becom e obsolete, and establish
ed the system for herself. A cham ber was appointed in her
Consistory of R ites, she took possession of the degrees , and

thi s power she claim s to have m ainta ined ever since .

The Suprem e Council claim s as follows .

That the An cient and Accepted Scottish R ite is an entire

new r ite , consisting of thi rty-three degrees , was founded in

Charleston , Sou th Carolina ,
in 1 80 2 , and carr ied from thence

to France by the Count De Grasse Tilly , a Sovereign Grand
Inspector General Thirty-third degree, of the r ite ,

in the year
1 804, and there established by him ,

as a distinct rite , with all

its powers .

M r . Lam arre says, page 38
The tim e of the es tablishm ent of the Supreme Council in F rance , is as

perfectly well known as any other fact in history.

“

I t was es tablished by the

Brother Count De Gras e Tilly, who had been made Sovereign Grand

Inspector General , at Charles ton, and was appointed by the Suprem e Council
a t that place, Sovereign Comm ander for the leeward and windward F rench

islands of America, and its Repres entative there, on the 2 1 st F ebruary, 1 80 2 ,
by a Patent, an authentic copy whereof is in the archives at Charleston, and
by which, also, he was made Deputy Inspector of that Suprem e Council for
the two Hem ispheres .

"

[See Appendix. Doc. No.

Imm ediately after its formation , quarrels between the two

bodies comm enced , on account of the Suprem e Council , which
a ttempted to establish a Grand Lodge in its own rite , or
rather for acting itself in that capacity , by attem pting to con

fer the Sym bolic degrees. A partizan warfare was ca rried on
for som e tim e , when prepositions were m ade , and acceded to,
for a treaty of am ity , or a Concordat . The worthy ,

prudent
and wise brethren felt the necessity of nipping in the bud , a

germ of division in the Masonic order of France . They com

m unicated their views to the Deputies of the Grand O rient,
by whom they were readi ly adopted . Immedia tely the Grand
O rien t appointed a com m i ttee , which m et with an equal
number of Deputies of the Ancient and Accepted R ite . The
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result was, the Concordat, or Act of Union, signed and sworn
to on the 5th December, 1 804, the “ Scottish Grand Lodge

”

repairing for that purpose to the Hall of the Grand O rient.
The Concordat defines the com position, and nam es and

enum erates the O fficers of the Grand O rient, and their and its
own powers and attributes . I t recognises the Supreme
Council as an existing body, and assum es its continuance as a
distinct body, as being a m atter of course, with varied and

im portant powers, and all its inherent, undefined functions
besides . Every Lodge and Chapter in France was to have a
representative, and those represented constituted the Masonic
D iet, called the Grand Orient,

”
bu t there were also seven first

Grand Dignitaries for life , and one hundred and forty-eight
other officers, en exercice, who after serving nine years, becam e
Honorary O fiicers .

The Governm ent was com posed of a Symbolic General
Grand Lodge, and a General Grand Chapter , each com posed
of eighty-one m embers, serving for different periods , of from
three to nine years. There was also a Grand Council of ap

pellate powers . There was also a Grand Lodge of General
Adm ini stration, com posed of twenty-one m embers .
The General Grand Chapter issued Letters Capitu lar , and

Briefs for the High Degrees . An appeal lay from its decision
to the Grand Council of Twenty-seven, or to the Sublim e
Council of the Thirty-third degree .

The particular provisions as to the thirty-second and thirty
third degrees, were these
The Grand O rient of France possesses in the General Grand

Chapter, the Grand Council of the Thir ty-second Degree ;
and the Sublim e or Suprem e Grand Council , the Thirty-third
Degree.

The prerogatives of the Thirty-third degree, besides those
that appertain to its functions, are, To decide all questions ia

volving the point qf honor , it can rem ove from qfice a Grand

Ofi cer of the Grand Or ient of F rance, upon comp laint and accu

sation, which it alone can entertain , from that one of the bodies,
m . the Symbolic Grand Lodge, the General Gr and Chapter ,
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and the Grand Lodge of fl dm inistration , to which the ofiicer
belongs, in the M as onicform .

”

The Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third can alone correct
or revoke its own decisions.
The fourteen first degrees only could be conferred in Subor

dinate Chapters
, the fifteenth to the eighteenth inclusive , only

in the General Grand Chapter , the Thir ty-third Degree
belongs exclusively to the Sublim e Grand Council of tha t
degree , which alone can confer it .
Here , then ,

is painted , in full and glowing colors, the fir st
trap laid by the intrigueing Count de Grasse , to catch the

Grand O rient . I t will be rem embered that this Suprem e
Grand Council of Sovereigns in Masonry, was a self consti
tuted affair , with the Count De Grasse at its head for life

,
not

yet a year old , while the Grand O rient had been 1 11 existence
as a Grand Lodge , General Grand Chapter , or Grand O rien t
for fifty years , was the ru ling and governing body for

Masonry in France , and was composed of m any of the first
m en in the kingdom . And how i t could be possible that the
Grand O rient should have been wheedled into the signing of

such a Concordat , got up by a few adventurers, who assum ed to
them selves the high sounding title of Sovereigns

”
in Masonry

does not appear , but it is true that the Concordat was signed .

This Concordat m akes the Suprem e Council an appellate
tribunal higher than the General Grand Chapter

, and to

which an appeal lie s to that body, while it secures to the

Suprem e Council alone, the power to confer the Thir ty-third
Degree , and the exclusive title to it . I t gives the chapters no
power over any degree above the fourteenth

, and even its
General Grand Chapter , no power over any above the

eighteenth , while it gives no power to any body, or officer
, to

revise or correct the decisions of the Suprem e Council
, but

declares that it, the Suprem e Council, alone can do so. I t

secure s to the Grand Council of the thirty-second the control
over the degrees from the eighteenth to the thirty-second , and
con tinues all the inhe rent powers of the Superior Council .
But it adds no m em bers to it, m akes no change in it, leaves it p er

m anent, its m em bers to hold for life, and in no way provides how
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ct, or the Grand Council of the thirty
-second shall be composed, or

vacancies in either filled, or what, or who, its qficers shall be, or

how elected
,
or appointed. Here is the very counterpart of the

declarations m ade in the notable Charleston docum ent, which
the Count de Grasse and his coadjutors , were anxious to have
carried out in France

,
and the developem ent O f a schem e,

which
,
if it had been successful , would have so completely

robbed the Grand O rient O f the powers to which it was justly
enti tled , which it had been laboring for long years to attain
to, which were accorded to her by comm on consent of the

Masonic fraternity in France , that the Grand O r ient itself
wou ld have becom e the m ere dependant and m enial of these
adventurers , and placed in their hands the sceptre to govern it
altogether according to its pleasure . I t would have been
virtually, a transfer of the powers of the Grand O rient to the
Suprem e Grand Council of the thirty-third degree .

A ll this was done in Decem ber , 1 804.

But the plan was not successfu l . The m embers of the

Grand O rient had had tim e for reflection , and as it would be
perfectly natural to suppose, they speedily cam e to a decision
upon the subject . F or on the 2 1 st July, 1 805, the Grand
O r ient enacted a Decretal” by which they professed to carry

ou t the Concordat. By it they created a
“ GRAND DIRECTO RY

O F R ITES,
”
to govern ALL the united rites, and be composed of

as m any section s as there were r ites, each section to be com

posed of not less than three, nor m ore than five m em bers .
This Directory was to take cognizance of every thing concern
ing the dogm a of each rite, and to it the correspondence of all
subordinate bodies was to be addressed, when relating to

dogm a .

Boubee, Etudes sur la Franc Mac., p. 1 14
,
tells concisely in

what the difference consisted, that ended in annu lling the Con
cordat. The Grand O rient claim ed ,

Tha t the Union of all the degrees in one simp le sphere of Masonic light, of
which rr , the Grand O rient, was the centre, gave IT, the Grand O rient—alone,

the right to rule the Scottish R ite, concu rrently with the F rench R ite, and conse

quently THE SOLE RIGHT to confer the degrees, and grant Charters of
Constitu tion .
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In other words, its claim was, that it could annu l the
Supreme Council and m erge it in itself by depriving it O f all

its powers and functions
, and transfer them to a Directory of

R ites.
As the Grand O rient insisted on regarding the whole Scottish R ite as

merged in itself, the m em bers O f that rite met, to the number of eighty-one,
in general assembly, at the hotel ofMarshal K ellerm an, on the 6th Septem ber
1 80 5, and decreed , that if, by the 1 5th of that m onth, the treaty were not re

stored to its integrity, and complete ly executed , it would be regarded as null
and void. This was notified to the Grand O rient, and conferences ensued , but

no good result followed. O n the l 6th at the las t conference , the Grand O rient
insisted that the Suprem e Council should not have jurisdiction to decide ques
tions touching the point of honor, nor the power to rem ove an O fficer of the

Grand O rient, on charges preferred and proven,
nor shou ld it, or the Counci l

of the Thirty
-second, any longer sit in the General Grand Chapter.

Notice Hist. Sur l’O rigine du de Franc
,
&c., 1 835 ,

page 1 6 .

Consequently, on the 2 4th Septem ber , the Suprem e Council ,
treating the Concordat as annulled, organized a Grand Consis
tory of Sublim e Princes, Thir ty-second degree, and on the 1 st

O f O ctober , it m ade a decree concerning the exercise of its
dogm atic power .

R agon , p . 3 1 2 , says,
O n the 6th of Septem ber, the Grand O rient declares the Concordat broken,

and on the l 6th of the sam e m onth, the Comm issioners of the Grand O rient,

and those of the Grand Scottish Lodge, signed 3. Convention, declaring the act
of Union annulled, in fact and in law .

”

Thory, Rebold , and Clavel , all confirm .

Clavel, Hist. Pitt. , p . 2 45, g ives a detailed account O f the
causes that led to the rupture of the Concordat ,

That the m ajority of the Grand O rient, foreseeing that the pretens ions of the
Scottish Masons wo uld be an

g

eternal source of discord, were willing to let them
retire, if they could so arrange with them ,

that the Mas onic peace shou ld not

be disturbed . TO this end conferences were bad
, and on the l 6th Septem ber,

it was by comm on consent decreed, that the Supreme Council of the Thirty
third degree, should thereafter have an independent existence, with the power
of granting Chapters and Diplomas for the degrees above the eighteenth, and
that the Scottish bodies, working the degrees below the nineteenth, should re

main under the jurisdiction of the Grand O rient. The Philosophical Scottish
Rite—the Rite ofHeredom , and in general, all the Masonic bodies, that had
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by virtue of the Concordat, been united to the Grand O rient , equally resumed
their independence

— O nly, in order that the Masonic Unity, broken by the

new order of things, m ight as far as possible, be re established, the Prince Cam
baceres officially inform ed the authorities which thus separated from the Grand

O rient , that he was disposed to accept the functions of Grand Mas ter over

each of them . Most of them agreed to this agreement, and the Prince thus he

cam e the chief of almost all the system s practiced in F rance. The Count de

Grasse resigned in his favor, his O ffice of Grand Comm ander of the Ancient

and A ccepte d R ite on the l oth of July 1 80 6 , and established by the side of
the Suprem e Council of F rance, the skeleton of a Council for the F rench pos
sessions ia America , in expectation of at some tim e, transporting his Council
to those possessions.

Peace reigned in F rench Masonry from the latter part of the year 1 805,
until the downfal l of the Great Emperor. The compact made in 1 80 5 was

observed, both by the Grand O rient and the Suprem e Council. But with the

fall of N apoleon, every thing was changed. The grand O rient on the 2 4th of

June 1 81 4, at the F east of St. John, knelt to the rising Sun, and the orators

in their addresses , enlarged ‘
on the joy which the whole Mas onic community

felt, at seeing at length their legitimate king, surrounded by his august fam ily
W ith indecent haste, it declared the Grand Mastership, held by Joseph

Bonapart for life, to be vacant. In Paris the Lodges fraternized enthusiasti

cally with the English, R ussians, W urtemburgers, Saxons, Prussians, A ustrians

&c., initiated many of them and at Marseilles the first public procession of
F ree Masons that ever appeared in F rance, carried about the bust of Lou is
XVI II , and inaugurated it in their temple. A nd now, when the great m en

who had protected the Scottish Rite,and the dignity and rights of the Suprem e

Council, were dead, or in exile, the Grand O rient decreed, that, by virtue of
the Concordats m ade in 1 773 with the Chapter of Clerm ont— in 1 787 with
the General Grand Chapter, and in 1 804 with the Scottish Grand Lodge , it

re-took, or rather continued, but in a m ore special m anner , the exercise of the

powers that apperta ined to it, over ALL the rites. The Suprem e Council re
sisted this usurpation, and an angry polem ic, and constant quarrel was kept up ,
til on the 6th day of N ovem ber 1 841 ; on the report and recomm endation

of the Brother de Sanlis, the Grand O rient formally recognized, all the bodies
of every degree, from the first to the 32 d, created by the Suprem e Council as
legal bodies, and authorized Masons under its own jurisdiction, to visit them ,

and to open their tem ples to all brethren under the jurisdiction of the Suprem e
Council .— The war was never again revived.

I t will be perceived that the above statem ents
,
m uch

colored , are g iven by a Bonapartist and a defender of the

Ancient and Accepted R ite , yet m uch of the truth is to be

gathered from what he has written. Nevertheless the Grand
O rient does now,

and always has claim ed , the whole Scottish
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system as its own, by right , defending the claim always , but at
the sam e tim e, tolerating the Suprem e Council , and acknow
ledging its acts in that system . In its circu lar of the 31 st
July, 1 81 9 , it did insist, that in 1 804, som e Masons who had

returned from Am erica , or fled from our c olonies, brought
back to Paris the degrees which the sam e O rient had sent
thither in 1 761 , by the intervent ion of Stephen Morin, and

that those degrees had not left France, but the Grand Council ,
established in the bosom of the National Grand Lodge after
it the General Grand Chapter of France and after 1 787 the
Metropolitan Sovereign Chapter of the Grand O rient of

France
,
always possessed them .

Then, after stating the reduction in 1 786 , of the num ber of

working degrees to the number of four in the stead of fifteen ,

it said ,
It was thus that the hand of tim e efiaced in F rance, the memory of those

degrees which had gone forth from its bosom , and even that of som e that were

exclusively F rench, and that they were brought back thither as strangers ; and

now claimed title to them .

”

I t is true that the passage of these degrees from ours to a

fore ign language, a different classification , new nam es, and

som e additions , dexterously m etam orphosed these deg rees , the
aggregate whereof, thus combined , received the supposed title
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite.

Vassal contends that the Grand Lodge of France possessed
the Scottish R ite before it was known in the New W orld

, and

that the Scottish R i te, brought into France by the Count De
Grasse , arbitrarily and abusively re m odelled, is the sam e as that
which the Grand Lodge had possessed for forty year s. He

says,
That the Ancient and Accepted Rite is the sam e as that which the Grand

Lodge of F rance possessed, that the important degrees of the Ancient and Ao

cepted R ite, are the same that were carried to the United States by Stephen

Morin, that m ost of the intercallated degrees are foreign to Scottish Masonry,

having been borrowed from other rites.

The claim of the Grand O rient
, so long contested

,
has

always been m aintained , although the result of the long
quarrel of thirty years or more, was the recognition of the
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of the com m encem ent of Masonry m
th e m e in three degrees ;

degrees in 1 758
— its m odifica tion in France in 1 786 to seven

ephen Morin and his successors —the erection of a new system i

System em anatingfrom the Grand O rient of F rance, and 7

DEGREES AGREED UPO N TW ENTY-F IVE DEGREES
Se ptem be r 2 2 nd 1 762 , a s be ing those of the lnpo rted to Am e rica by Stephen Morin
doctrine of the Co u nc il of Em perors of Ea st ca rt " : to the declara t ion of tho Cou no

and Wes t , by the Com m iss ione rs of sa id Cou n ~ Cm lm i n n

c il
,
and by those of P. R . S . a t Bordea u x

,

gran ted to Stephen Mor in.

Entered Apprentice.

F ellow Craft.
Master Mason.

Secret Master.

Perfect Master.

Intimate Secretary.

Intendant of the Buildings.

Provost and Judge.

Elect of the 9.

Elect of the 1 5.

lve Tribes. I llustrious Elect, Chief of the Tribes .

Grand Mas ter A rchitect.

Royal A rch.

t MflSOU Grand Elect, Senior Perfect Mason .

K night of the Sword.

Prince of Jcrusalcm .

K night of the East and \Vest.

K night of Rose Croix.

Grand Pontiil
‘

, Mas ter ad w
’

tam .

Grand Patriarch.

usonry. G rand Master of the Key ofMasonry.

Prince ofLibanus, K nt. of Royal Axe.

Jhicf O f 1 11 0 Sovere ign Prince Adep t, Chief of the

Grand Consistory.

Illustrious K night Comm ander of thc
and Black Eag le .

Most I llustrious Sovereign Prince of

Masonry, Grand K night, Sublime
.

Commander of the Royal Secret.

Entrcd Apprentice.

F elbw Craft.

Mater Mason.

SGCI 't Master.

Per
’

ee t Master.

Intima te Secretary.

Intenlant of the Buildings.
Proust and Judge .

Elect of the 9 .

K n
'

e
‘ht Elect of the 1 5.

I lluitrious K night of the twelve
G rind Master A rchitect.

K night of the Royal A rch.

G rand Senior Elect.

K n
'

n
'ht of the Sword .

l
'

ritce of Jerusalem .

K lifi'llt of the Eas t and

K n
'

zht of Rose Croix .

( trawl Pont ifl'

, Mas ter ed v itam .

t i raul Patriarch .

G rin] Master of the K ey,

Price of Lihauus, Royal Axe .

i
'
ttico Adept, Chief of the G

tonsistory.

I llustrious K night Comm ander of

White and Black Eagle.

Most I llustrious Sovere ign l ’ rinc

Masonry, Grand K night , Sub]

Connm nder of the Royal Secre



R ITE or PERFECTION . 91

Suprem e Council by the Grand O rient, so far as having the

right to adm inister her own degrees , but no other degrees
concurrently with the Grand O r ient. In other words, the
Suprem e Council was tolerated by the Grand O rient, and

allowed to confer the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite,
provided she did not interfere with the Grand O rient in doing
precisely the sam e thing .

The substance of the history, of which the attem pt has been
m ade

,
to give a very brief abstract, is as follows . Although

there had been,
before the comm encem ent of the present cen

tury, m uch contention and strife am ong the Masons of France ,
yet those comm otions had all

'

been subdued , by the establish
m ent of the Grand O rient, which gathered within itself, and
under its control , all the then existing rites of Masonry, and
from that tim e until 1 804, peace reigned am ong the brethren
throughout the length and breadth of the Em pire. But on the

arrival of the Count de Grasse from Am er ica, with the new

rite , as he chose to call it, and the establishm ent of a Suprem e
Council

,
in that r ite , with a Scottish Grand Lodge , as a r ival

to the Grand O rien t, the war was renewed with great zeal.
The power s which this Council claim ed , the doctr ines which

it prom ulgated , and the innovations upon old and established
u sages and laws, which it attem pted to introduce, were quite
strange and unheard of. The Grand O rient at once declared
herself possessed of all the degrees which the Count de Grasse
and his Council pretended to have , and assum ed the control
over them .

‘ The war between the two bodies was severe ,
especially as De Grasse had turned the whole m atter into a

political m achine, his Suprem e Council being com posed of

Bonapartists, and the Grand O rient of Royalists.
O n the downfall of the Empire, and the restoration of Louis

XVI I I , in 1 81 4, the Bonapartists who composed the Suprem e

Council , fled from France, and becam e exiled, while the Grand
O rient, or Royal party paid their alleg iance to the returning
m onarch, and becam e high in favor . To use their own lan

guage the Suprem e Council after this went to sleep ,
”
and the

O rient, taking all power into its own hands, becam e the
reigning body, and continues so down to the present tim e.

I See Plato 2 .
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But the rise of the Grand O rient did not cru sh out the

Suprem e Council . I t continued its work , and becam e again
a ruling body in its own rite , but no m ore . I t continued to

establish subordinate bodies, bu t had no connection whatever
with the Grand O rient as before , e ither by author ity or by

association . The Suprem e Council was tolerated . Meantim e ,
m any volum es had been wri tten by the partizans of both sides
upon the subject of the m erits of both, an abstract from which
has been given . In 1 841 the Grand O rient acknowledged all

the bodies created by the Suprem e Council , and since that
tim e Peace has reigned between them .

F or all this trouble and commotion
,
the Masons of France

have to thank the Count De Grasse . He was always known
there by the cognom en of

“
the intrigu eing Count.

” He car

ried the degrees with him from Charleston to Paris . As far

as they are concerned , all parties , withou t any exception ,

adm it that the sam e degrees , to the number of twenty-five
which Stephen Morin carried away with him from France

, in

1 76 1 , were brought back in 1 80 3 , in their unadultera ted state,
by Germ ain Hacquet , and passed from his hands into those of

the Grand O rien t . The sam e degrees were brought to France
by the Count De Grasse , in 1 804. In reference to the other
degrees , five or six in num ber , which are additional

,
those

(with the exception of the Thirty-third , which was m anu

factured in Charleston ,) were all in the possession of the

Grand O rient before , but were term ed , like a great m any

others, obsolete.

” But whether they were so
, or not , is a

m atter of very little consequence . The Grand O rient in a

circular , issued in 1 81 9 , thus speaks ,
That in 1 773 she suspended working the H igh degrees, and that the hand

cf tim e efl
'

aced the rem em brance of them in F rance, that she had not worked

them for m ore than thirty years, when De Grasse established his Suprem e

Council in Paris.

I t would appear by the historian’s account
,
that a comm it

tee was appointed by the Grand O rient, to revise and correct
all the degrees of the rite . This work they perform ed , and
an

-
account of their opinions concerning the m erits of each

degree would be highly entertaining . Those O pinions , not the



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


94 SCOTTISH RITE, AN CIENT AND
'

ACCEPTED .

times since 1 804. Em anuel De la M
'

otta began the work in

1 814, by the addition of several new degrees to the Schedu le,
as will be noticed shortly, and since that tim e, they have been
rem odelled twice

,
the last alterations having taken place be

tween 1 850 and 1 860 , by the hands of Albert Pike, Albert
G. Mackey, and others, appoin ted for that purpose by the

Charleston body. And the alterations m ade by the Grand
O rient

, are said to have been m any, but whether any, or all of
these alterations have im proved the degrees them selves, i s a
m atter of doubt . So long as the foundation rem ains as it is,
the superstructure cannot be im proved by any decorations that
can be placed upon it by any hum an hand.
O ne m ore quotation concerning the Suprem e Council of

France, and its quarrel s with the Grand O rient, based upon
the right which it claim ed, to adm inister the Symbolic Lodges
of the rite, will close, for the present, this part of the subject.
Dr. O liver says

In 1 804 a new Grand Lodge, or a new organization of an Ancient rite ,
which was attempted by the formation of a Suprem e Council of the R ite Ecos
sais Ancien et A ccepté, made rapid progress in public opinion, and became so

form idable, that the Grand O rient thought it prudent to hold out terms of con
ciliation. Indeed, the contending Grand Lodges began to be aware, that great
m ischief to the Society in general m ight be produced by such an appearance

of insubordination and the two chief parties , the Grand O rient and the Su

preme Council (the former having now adopted all the Thirty
-three degrees

which had been re-importedfrom Am erica in the preceding year), were mutually
desirous of some equitable com prom ise

— Practicing the same R ite, they, at

length, consented to a Union, in the enjoym ent of equal privileges ; but the
details appear to have been inadequately arranged , for disputes arose among
the Grand O fiicers , and m the succeeding year the bond of aflinity was broken
and the Covenant annu lled. So m uch confusion was created by the m easure ,
that my lim its will not suffer m e to enter on the subject : but the Grand O rient
was desirous of being considered the head of the Thirty-three degrees in F rance,
and authorized its Lodges to collect and practice other additional degrees ; but
they excluded from their system the O rder of M israim : while the Supreme
Council of the Rite Ancien endeavored to extend its influence by the establish
m ent in Paris, of a Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, and ia
stalled the cflicers on the 2 4th of September 1 80 5.

“ It appears that in 1 82 7 the breach was not healed ; (hr, in an investigation
of the m erits of F ree Masonry by a Comm ittee of the Legislature ofMassachu
setts, United States, it is recorded that a controversy then existed for Masonic
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supremacy between the above bodies, both claim ing the right of exclusive in
terchange of diplom atic relations with the Suprem e Council of Am erica.

(Gourgas ) A Ballustre or document, engrossed in common , by the Supreme

Councils of New York and Charleston, addressed to the Supreme Council of

F rance , dated May 1 st 1 82 7, was deposited at the General Secretary's office

at Paris, by Brother Houssement, with the endorsement The Mason who en

trusted m e with this deposite desires to be unknown) The Grand O rient took

possession of the document and opened a negociation and correspondence with

the Suprem e Council of Am erica, claim ing to be the only au thorized regulator
ofMasonry in F rance. The Supreme Council of the R ite Ancien et A ccepté,

hearing this circum stance, entered a form al protest against the assumption, and
complained of the deceitful practices of the Grand O rient, to turn the Suprem e

Council of F rance away from a correspondence with them , and engage it in

their own. And to substantiate their claim to the highest Masonic authority

in F rance, docum ents were forwarded to the American Suprem e Council
’which,

as it appears , was deemed satisfactory ; for we subsequently find that body en

gaged in a correspondence with the Supreme Council of F rance, and appoint
ing a M inister to reside near the Masonic power.

”

Again,

a
“ The Grand O rient and the Supreme Council of the Rite Anciene, have

once m ore com e to an am icable understanding , for in Decem ber 1 841 , a m eet
ing was holden in Paris, attended by more than three hundred brethren, on mat
ters of controversy between the Grand O rient and the Supreme Council : and
it was resolved that the Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand O rient be

authorized to adm it to their works, brethren hailing under the Suprem e Coun

cil : and that m em bers hailing under the Grand O rient be entitled to visit the

works of the Suprem e Council .— But it appears im probable, that they will
ever cordially assim ilate, without great and almost organic changes in the

Constitutions of both for the form er (the Grand O rient), having a Republi
can tendency, and the latter being Monarchial and Aristocratical, the chances
of a permanent Union between them are not very great.

”

W e will now return to the Suprem e Council of Charleston,

the assum ed parent of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
R ite . They state in their circular , that it was established in
May, 1 80 1 . And in order to prove the newness of the rite ,
they have given very fu ll , and complete evidence , by the pro
duction of Patents deposited in the Archives , and other docu

m ents , that not one of the Inspectors appointed by Morin , or

hi s coadjutors, were higher in Masonry than the Twenty-fifth
degree, or Prince of the Royal Secret . The question again
com es up , viz Who were the persons that form ed this

Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third degree " And where
1 Cerneau .
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did they get that degree, or the power to confer it " The

testimony is perfectly clear and indisputable, that neither
Morin, nor Frankin , nor Hayes, nor Long , nor Forst, nor any
of the others

, had it in possession until May, 1 80 1 , when the
Circular declares that,

‘ John Mitchell and F rederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand Inspectors Gene
ral, opened the Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third degree for the United
States of America in Charleston, and in the course of the year 1 80 2 , the num
ber of Inspectors General were comp leted , agreeably to the Constitutions."

And these parties sign their nam es as such, to the docum ent
of December 4th, 1 80 2 . But their Pa ten ts have never been
produced, nor has any evidence ever yet been given, that they
cam e in possession of the Thir ty-third degree in a regular and
lawful m anner. They then give the degree to Count De
Grass Tilly, De la Hogue, and De la Motta , in February, 180 2 ,
and appoint the Count, Grand Comm ander for life, in the

French W est India I slands, and De la Hogue, his Lieutenant,
(See De Grasse’s power. Appendix .) They also received
Em anuel De la Motta , Abraham Alexander, Thom as B. Bowen ,

I srael de Leiben, Isaac Au ld , Moses C . Levy and James Moul
trie, all during the year 1 80 2 . And at the close of the year
their Circular declares the council to beconstituted as follows

John Mitchell , M . P . Commander.
Frederick Dalcho, Lieut. Commander.
Em anuel De La Motta , Treasurer General , E .

Abraham A lexander, Secretary General, E

Thomas B. Bowen , Grand Master of Ceremonies.

I srael De Lieben , Gen.

Moses C. Levy , Gen.

Jam es Mou ltr ie , Insp Gen.

Imm ediately after the announcem en t of the completion of
the Council , they state, that Constitu tive Charters were dcliv
ered under the Seal of the Grand Council of Princes of Jeru
salem for the establishm ent of a Lodge of “ M aster M ark M a

sons
” in Charleston. I t is well known that this degree does

not belong to the rite , and i s no par t of i t, but is strictly a
Chapter degree, in the York R ite. I t was embodied into that
system between the years 1 797 and 1 80 0 , and became the four th
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lem ,
which had been established for several years, was well

known
,
and if such were the wishes of the parties, i t was m ost

clearly their duty to have applied there , in order, first to re

ceive the degrees, and second to obtain from the Council the
proper power to establish a Lodge of those degrees. But

Jacobs wou ld
,
in this case hav e lost his fees , which were by no

m eans sm all
, and knowing that the applicants had no idea of

establishing a Lodge of the kind
,
based on his own individual

au thor ity, he said nothing abou t it
,
but under that pretext,

went forward with the work . The letter of Mr . Zim m erm an

is con tained in the Diary in fu ll , and gives the full assurance
and pledge , that his dem ands shall befreely complied with.

O n the 9th of June , it appear s he had m ade all his arrange
m ents with the parties

,
and was in Augu sta to do the work .

The brethren there requested to see his Masonic au thority and
papers

,
and , as a m atter of cour se

,
were gratified with an ex

am ination of the sam e. W hat that au thority ,
and those papers

were
,
will be shown in the proper place . These being satis

factory ,
the next m orning produced sixteen Masons

, who were
in waiting to receive the Sublim e degrees at his hands . Their
nam es are g iven in ful l in the Diary.

The conferring of the degrees occup ied him and them until
July 3d , nearly one m onth , when having received his pay, and
hav ing had all his expenses paid , such as travelling , board , &c.

,

he returned to Savannah, to wait for the next set of custom ers.
His part of the perform ance was finished , but the rest of the

plan was not carried ou t. He says in his Diary
January 2 5th

,
1 80 0 . I returned to Augu sta and found

Brother Urquhart in possession of the drafts
,
and other copies

that I left for their u se , the 3d of Ju ly, 1 792 , bu t no Lodg e or

Council had beenform ed or established, &c.

This Jacobs knew wou ld be the case before he conferred
the degrees , and m erely u sed that pretence for an excuse or

license , as he well knew that he had no legal right whatever to
perform any such work .

I t appears again by the Diary that in 1 796, in the m onth of

April , he conferred the degrees on John Clarck , in Savannah.

In Novem ber following ,
he received an application from four
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teenbrethren in W ashington ,
W ilkes County, Georgia, and find

ing that the petitioners were all m en of responsibility, and that

no Lodge was established at fl ugusta or likely to be, he complied
with their requests , started imm ediately from Savannah ,
arrived at W ashington on the 2 3d , and im m ediately proceeded
with his work . . I t occupied him until December 2 6th, when
having received his pay he returned to Savannah . W hile
engaged there , he al so conferred the degrees on W m . Stythe ,
Depu ty Grand Master of the State . In 1 797, he returned to

W ashing ton ,
and conferred the degrees , up to the Prince of

Jeru salem
,
on seven of the brethren before m entioned . But

this plan ,
like the form er one , failed in being carried into

effect , as no Lodge of Perfection , or Council of Princes, was
ever form ed in that place . Bu t Jacobs got his m oney, and

tha t was about all the plan he ever had in view .

I n Decem ber
, 1 80 1 , he began to confer the degrees upon a

new set
,
taking the persons as they offered them selves

,
and

cou ld pay the fee . The whole num ber received at that tim e ,
down to July 2 9th, 1 80 2 , was twelve . There were som e added
afterwards . In the m onth of Novem ber following , Em anuel
De La Motta visited Savannah in great pom p , and was intro
duced to the m eeting of these brethren as K adosh

,
Prince of

the Royal Secret , Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the
Thirty-third and last degree , Member of the Suprem e Council

,

and Treasurer General of the Holy Em pire . (See proceedings
in the Diary of this date .) November 9th he was present at
the m eeting , took the Chair , and conferred several degrees .
The bre thren subsequently form ed them selves into a Conven

tion, and resolved to apply for a W arrant of Constitu tion to

the Suprem e Council of Charleston , establishing a Sublim e
Lodge in Savannah . They nam ed Jacobs for their Sublim e
Grand Master

,
and the other brethren were placed in the

variou s offices of the body. They subsequ en tly annulled all

form er proceedings, and applied for a Grand Council of

Princes of Jeru salem . The application was accom panied by a

letter from Jacobs, to his bosom friend , De La Motta , which is
rather an interesting docum ent . The W arrant was granted as

a m atter of course, a Brother Placid was sent forward from
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Charleston with the docum ents, he arrived December 3oth,
1 80 2 , installed the oflicers and received fifty dollars .

This is the Council m entioned in the Docum ent as being
chartered in Savannah . Jacobs had got the m oney in his
pocket given to him by these brethren for the degrees, and i t
i s perfectly clear , that if Jacobs had the power, and the right
to confer the degrees, these brethren ,

on receiving them ,
had

the sam e power which he possessed , and could have conferred
them upon any one who m ade the application , as well as

Jacobs . There was , therefore , no need of their applying to

the Suprem e Council at Charleston for a W arrant. This the
brethren of Augusta and W ashington knew, and therefore
never troubled their heads abou t it, bu t went on and conferred
the degrees whenever an O ppor tu ni ty occurred. But De La

Motta, being a shrewd m an ,
and unwilling to let the fee slip ,

m anaged m atters in such a way as to bring about the applica
tion.

W e shall have occasion to speak m ore particu larly of De

La Motta, as he occupies qu ite a prom inent position in the his
tory of the degrees as will be seen hereafter .
The number of brethren received by Jacobs in Savannah

Augusta and W ashington— i s forty-five , as recorded in his
Diary. How m any more he m ay have received in that section,

does not appear, but it m ay be safely said , that he never let a

good opportunity slip , that occupation in connection with the
teaching a school for Hebrew children being his principal de
pendance . Docum en t 1 5.

The Suprem e Council , after the year 1 80 2 , did not aecom

plish m uch , but seem ed to rem ain in a state of repose. It

dwindled down to fiv e m ember s by the year 1 81 3 Abraham
Alexander , Thom as B. Bowen, I srael De Lieben and Moses C.

Levy having either died or rem oved from the jur isdiction.

The m embers of the Council as published in the year 1 81 3 is
as follows

John Mitchell , Frederick Dalcho,
Emanuel De La Motta, I saac Auld

,

Jam es Moul trie ,
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Savannah , Georgia, in 1 790 , and in New York city in 1 804.

W e know that al l the Inspectors of that school conferred them ,

and m any m ore degrees besides, for their own pecuniary profit,
But none of them ever claim ed author ity over them ,

or m ade
them a part of the R ite.

” They were g iven as detatched, or

The reverse of this was the case with the Sovereign Grand
Consistory . From this body cam e the system of Tem plars
now practiced here, also the Council degrees of Royal and

Select Master s. But not with a view of claim ing au thority
over them ,

or connecting them with the rite. O n the contrary
,

when a sufficient number were initiated , they were required to
form an Encam pment, and as soon as the requi si te num ber of
Encam pm ents were form ed , im m ediately a Grand Encamp
m ent for the State was form ed by them , whi ch then becam e a

separate and distinct power , g overning itself. The sam e pre
cisely was the case with the Council degrees of Roya l and Se
lect Master . Although these two powers have been distinct
from all other s for more than forty y ears, yet in the first
instance they cam e from the hands of the m uch abu sed Cerneau
and his Sovereign Grand Consistory.

A very ful l account of the organization of the Grand Eu
campm ent of the State of New York , in the year 1 81 4, by the
Sovereign Grand Consistory ,

m ay be found in the published
Proceedings qf the Grand Encampm ent of the State of N ew

York.

”
Also an account of the “

Royal and Select M aster ,
”

in M itchell
’
s History, Vol . 1 , page 706 .

As we shall not have occasion to refer again to the organi

zation of this body, we m ay as well finish this part of the sub
ject in this place.

In the year 1 82 2 , in consequence of the thriving condition
of the Consistory and other bodies, establi shed in Charleston
by the Sovereign Grand Consistory of New York , there was
quite an excitem ent created in that city by De La Motta , who
had found Mr . Joseph McCosh qui te a pliable tool in his hands,
and urged him forward as the leader in the O pposing party to
P . Javain,

Depu ty Inspector General for South Carolina. The

newspapers of the day displayed articles over the signatures
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of both parties, the controversy lasting for a long tim e. A

part of this controversy m ay be seen by referring to Docum ent
2 1 . I t brought abou t quite a revival in that Suprem e Coun
cil

, the number of m embers increasing to eight , which was, for
them

,
a considerable number. John Mitchell and I saac Auld

were out
,
leaving three of the old m embers , with five additional

ones— viz.
,
Jacob De La Motta, the son of Em anuel Joseph

McCosh, Alexander McDonald , Horatio G . Street and Moses
Holbrook . So the list stood in 1 82 5 . W ith this addition,

and taking advantage of the anti-Masonic excitem ent in 1 82 8
,

at which tim e the sovereign Grand Consistory at New York
had becom e extinct

,
they in com pany with Mr . Gou rgas ,

petitioned to the Grand O rient of France for acknowledge
m en t as the Suprem e Council of “AMERICA .

” And the Grand
O rient, believing their statem ent, gave them t he acknowledge
m ent . After this, strange to say ,

the Council “

fell asleep ,
”

and no m ore is heard of i t until the year 1 844, when it appear s
that A lbert G . Mackey had been adm itted , and Albert Case .

The Council now num bered nine . In 1 846 , one m ore, m aking
ten . In 1 855, eight— viz .

,
Joseph McCosh, A lbert G. Mackey,

John H . Honor , Charles M . Furm an ,
W illiam S . Rockwell

,

John R . McDaniel , John A . Q u itm an ,
Achille Le Prince . In

1 859 , they had elected a large number from various States ,
and were abou t to fill the num ber to thirty-three, when the
Council wou ld be full .
O n the first of June , 1 858, the Suprem e Council of Charles

ton received the acknowledgem ent of the Grand O rient of
France , and is now in active correspondence with the sam e.

As it m ay seem to the reader that we have passed lightly
over the body styling itself the Suprem e Grand Council of the
Uni ted States of Am erica, now the Charleston Council for the
Southern Jurisdiction , we wou ld here say that this has been a

necessity ,
inasm uch as but little is really known concerning

it
,
aside from its published circu lars, and the var ious and fre

quent dissensions it has caused in the great body of the fra

ternity through its m em bers .
W e know that it established itself in 1 80 1 ; that from it

cam e the Suprem e Council of France in 1 804, through the
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Count De Grasse that it continued its sickly existence through
a few year s, after which it went to sleep ; that in 1 82 1 , ao

cording to their own account, it began to revive , numbering
at that tim e as m any as eight m em bers that in 1 82 9 it was
acknowledged by the Grand O rient of France, after which it
again slumbered until about 1 844

,
when it was again revived ,

and has continued its existence up the the present tim e, being
properly acknowledged by the Grand O rient of France in 1 858.

That during this tim e it has established a Suprem e Council in
Ireland, and also a Consistory in Louisiana .

That the dissensions began at the very hour when its pub
lished existence comm enced— first with the Grand Lodge of

South Carolina, which , having been adju sted
,
they comm enced

in New York, in 1 81 3 , since which date every O pportunity has
been seized upon by them to issue strange and defam atory pub
lications, by m eans of which m ore injury has been done to the
cause of Masonry than can ever be repaired . In 1 82 2 , they
renewed their work under the leadership of Joseph McCosh

and in 1 848, atw hich period Mr . Gourgas appeared with hi s
new Suprem e Council , they united with that body in the repe
tition of the sam e strange work . F or the truth of this state
m ent we refer to the Docum ents in the Appendix , Nos. 1 7, 1 8,
1 9 , 2 1 , 31 and 33 .
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following year the offices were filled , and the regular announce

m ent m ade .

In the records we find the following persons composm g the

above bodies
The Hon . Dewitt Clinton , Governor of the State of New

York
,
and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge , as Most I llu s

trions Deputy Grand Comm ander of the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, and the sam e ofiice in the Suprem e Council of the
Thirty-third . Although the I llustrious Brother Cerneau re

tained the title of Grand Com m ander dur ing his life , yet he
seldom officiated, as especially in the early part of this tim e he
spoke but little English , and therefore was incapable of per

form ing the duty of presiding officer. Subsequently the ti tle
was m ade “

honorary ,
”
and Mr. Cerneau

’
s nam e attached to

the variou s docum ents, appears always afterwards as Honorary

Grand Comm ander , ad vitam . Mr . Clinton filled the O ffice of

Sovereign Grand Com m ander from 1 82 3 up to the year 1 82 8,

in the m onth O f February of which year , he died in the city of

Albany . Those periods which were excepted , were filled by
I llustrious Brother John W . Mulligan, and I llu strious Brother ,
the Marqu is De Lafayette. In fact, Mr . Cerneau m ay be said
to have retired from the active duties of Comm ander , im m edi
ately after the full organization of the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory .

O f the character of the Hon. Mr . Clinton,
it is quite nu

necessary to say one word . His nam e is a hou sehold word ,
and is engraven upon the m emory O f every citizen who has

witnessed the prosper ity of the Em pire State . As a Mason,
he was esteem ed , and left behind him a nam e which the breth
ren delight to honor . Those who have attempted to traduce
his character , (and there have been m any such ,) have only
brought upon them selves the disgrace and. contem pt which is
always the consequence , and the a ttendan t of base actions .
The Hon . John W. M ulligan , Deputy Grand Master O f the

Grand Lodge of the State of NewYork
, as I llustrious Lieuten

ant Grand Comm ander of the Suprem e Council
, and I llustrious

Minister of State in the Sovereign Grand Consistory ; also
R epresentative of the Sovereign Grand Council of Sublim e
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Princes O f the Royal Secret for the State of Pennsylvania, near
the Sovereign Grand Consistory sitting in New York.

Mr . Mulligan continued to officiate
, both in the Sovereign

Grand Consistory and Suprem e Council .
until the year 1 82 8.

He served as M P Sov Grand Commander two years ,
imm ediately preceding the election of the Hon. Dewitt Clinton
to that office, He was also Deputy Grand Commander for
m any years . In 1 844Mr . Mu lligan received the appointm ent
of Consul to Greece, under the Presidency of Mr. Polk

,
and

was absent from this country until 1 851 , at which tim e he re

turned , and soon afterward took his seat in the Suprem e Coun
cil as Past Grand Commander.

The Hon. Cadwallader D . Golden, Mayor of the city of New

York, and Senior Grand W arden of the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York , as I llu striou s Minister of State of the Su

prem e Council, and second Minister of State in the Sovereign
Grand Consistory. Mr . Colden continued to ofliciate regular
ly in the Consistory and Council , from the hour of his appoint
m ent up to the year 1 82 8.

The Hon . M artin Hof m an
, subsequently Grand Master of

the Grand Lodge of the State of New York , was one of its
earliest m embers and associates . He was second Minister of
State in the Sovereign Grand Consistory, and was an active
m ember of both bodies up to the year 1 82 8.

I llu strious Brother Jonathan Schiefl
’

elin, Past Master, Grand
K eeper of the Seals in the Suprem e Grand Council, and first
Grand Master of Cerem onies in the Sovereign Grand Cou sis
tory. He was also the R epresentative for the Sovereign
Grand Council of Princes of the Royal Secret for the State of

Sou th Carolina, near the Sovereign Grand Consistory sitting
in New York .

Mr. Schiefi
'

elin was one of the earliest m embers, and officiated
in the Council and Sovereign Grand Consistory until 1 82 8.

At the re organization in 1 832 , under the Count St. Laurent,
he became an active member of the same and continued so un

til 1 846.

Elias Hiclcs, Esq., R W Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York . He subsequently became
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Deputy Grand Commander of the Sovereign Grand Consistory,
and in 1 832 , at the re organization under Count St . Laurent,
he becam e the Sovereign Grand Comm ander of the United
Suprem e Council , and continued so up to the year 1 846 .

Joseph Bouchaud, Esq.
, one of the oldest French m erchan ts

in the city, and was at that tim e of the firm of Bouchau d, The

bau d 8; Co.

F rancis Dubuar , Esq.,
subsequently Lieu tenant Grand Com

m ander . He was one of the founders of the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, an active m em ber of the Suprem e Council up to

1 82 8, and also in theUnited Suprem e Council under the Count
St . Laurent until 1 846 . Both of these gentlem en were active
m ember s until prevented by the infirm ities O f age .

I t is qu ite unnecessary to particularize the nam es of Thom as

Lownds , one of the O ldest and m ost able Masons in the State
O liver M . Lownds

,
his son

,
form er Sheriff of the City and

County of New York and R W Grand Secretary of the

Grand Lodge Charles Gu erin ,
I llustrious Treasurer General

John P . Schisano, Grand Secretary General fl . Rainetaux,

Jam es B. Durand, Casper W . Eddy and others , a long list of
whom will be found by referring to the statistic accoun t of the
Sovereign Grand Consistory and Suprem e Council, from the

year 1 80 7 to the year 1 81 3 , and al so to the Annuaries pub

lished from 1 81 3 up to the year 1 82 8, during the latter part of
which tim e the Annuary appeared in Brother Marsh ’s General
Masonic Annuary. That volum e included all the Masonic
organizations in the State .

And at the very comm encem ent of the organization, the busi
ness affairs of all the bodies— v iz. , the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory and the Suprem e Council

,
were adm inistered by a

Grand Com m ittee of General .ddm inistration com posed as

follows
President, Hon . Dewitt Clinton

,

Vice President, Charles Guerin,

Jam es B. Durand
,

John W . Mulligan,
Members, Jacob Schieffelin

,

Joseph Gouin
,

A . Rainetaux .
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I t is on this recognition and acknowledgem ent, that the

regulari ty
”
of these bodies rest. Hav ing it, t hey are regular,

and rem ain so, as long as the recogni tion and correspondence
is kept up . W ithout it, they would have been nothing, in the

estim ation of all true Masons in the Masonic world , and

would, doubtless , have imm ediately ceased their work . W i th
out that recognition they would have been precisely in the

situation of the pretended body at Charleston, which body, if
i t ever had an existence as such, was in that condition— viz.

alone, unacknowledged , unrecognized , by any Masonic body,
except those which she herself had created. and was believed
to be self cons ti tuted and illegal , up to the year 1 82 8, at which
tim e it was entered in the Annuary of the Grand O rient of
France. How thi s transaction was brought about, the m eans
used to effect it, and the circum stances attending it, will be
seen in their proper place .

The Consistory had already established various Councils of
Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret in several States. as well
as subordinate bodies in New York . The I llustrious Brother
Joseph Cerneau was appointed by the Grand O rient O f France
as her Representative near the Sovereign Grand Consistory
in the United States, and the following brethren were Repre
sentatives, as follows

Ill a. Germain Bacquet, R epresentative for Sovereign
Grand Consistory of the Uni
ted States of Am erica, near
the Grand O rient of France.
Confirm ed and received by
Grand O rient, Ju ly, 1 81 6 .

111 Bro . . James B. Durand, for the State of Louisiana,
near the Sovereign Grand
Consistory.

M r. Bro . . 1 7wmas Lownds , for the State of Rhode I sland,
near the Sovereign Grand
Consistory.

m Bro John W. Mulligan, for the State of Pennsylvania,
near the Sovereign Grand
Consistory.
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M 3 . Bro . . Jacob Schiefielin , for the State of Sou th Caro
lina, near the Sovereign
Grand Consistory .

Bro Sovereign Grand Lodge As
t-ré

, St. Peter sburg .

The Sovereign Grand Consistory had appointed Depu ty
Inspectors General in Sou th Carolina

,
Loui siana

,
Pennsylvania,

Maryland, Virginia, Rhode I sland , Massachusetts
, Cuba , Puerto

R ico , Cum ana, Barcelona and La Guayra . They had also sub

ordinate bodies in the City, and throughout the State, working
1 1 a regular and constitu tional m anner , and were waiting the

arrival of their docum ents from abroad
,
in order to prove to

the Masonic world , that their pretensions were not in v ain .

They cam e at last. I t was a pleasing event to the Sovereign
Grand Consistory. There was now no obstacle in the way of

future prosperity. W e have seen of what m ater ials the Sove~
reign Grand Consistory, from its very com m encem ent , was
com posed . Som e of the persons occupied high positions under
the State Governm ent— m any of them were m erchan ts O f no

ordinary note— all of them were m en of respectabili ty , and for

the m ost part, fill ing offices in the Grand Lodge of the State.

They were m en of character and of fixed principles they en

tered upon the undertaking by the solicitation of Mr . Cerneau
,

through representations m ade to them and had any of them sup
posed for a m om ent, that they were lending their nam es and

influence to an irregular and spurious Masonic body, they
would never have continued with them for an hour . But they
did continue to the end . The body, thus form ed, had difficul ties
to contend wi th , which hav e not been alluded to

,
and it is for

this purpose that we shall now return to the year 1 807, and

take up the at tending circum stances in their proper cour se .

O ctober , This date is derived from the records of
the Sovereign Grand Consistory, and from num erous Charters,
Certificates, Patents , &c .

, g iven by that body, to Chapter s of
Rose Croix,

Councils of Princes of the Royal Secret, and

Patents given to Deputy Inspectors General , all of which de
s
clare the body to have been founded and established in the
m onth of O ctober , 1 807, and date through the variou s years in
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which the Consistory was in existence . We shall give as an

illustration in the Appendix , one— viz ., a W arrant for the

founding of “Lafayette So vereign Chapter qf Rose 0 71 7537: W hich

see

(Appendix , Docum ent No.

These parchm ents to which I have alluded , are all signed in
ful l , by the officers in their own proper hand , and sealed by
the Grand K eeper of the Seals . And this date i s fully cor

roborated by historians, as Dr . O liver, Clavel, Ragon,
Thory

and others. So that upon this point, there cannot be any

reasonable doubt.
And we further learn from these docum ents, as well as from

the records and circu lars issued at various times, THE NAME
,

under which the R ite hailed. At its form ation in the city of

New York at that per iod , it does not appear to have u sed the
nam e of the fl ncient and Ji ccep ted Scottish Rite,

”
but its

definitive title was ,
“
The fi ncient Scottish Rite of Heredom ,

”

The R ite of Heredom ,

”
The Scottish Rite of Heredom ,

”
&c .

It is qu ite important to our history that this fact should be
borne in m ind . And the definitive title of the Sovereign
Grand Consistory , under this rite was THE TRINITY.

”

W e have previously g iv en (page 47)an account of the differ
ent rites practiced in Europe after the year 1 740 , at which
time, and soon after

,
they all cam e into being . Am ong these

rites is the .dncient Scottish R ite of Heredom (see Ragon), which
was practiced by the Council of the Em perors of the East and
W est

,
by them g iven to Stephen Morin

,
by him to Joseph Cer

neau , and by him brought to the city of New York . This rite
was the one established , this the nam e g iven, and those were
the degrees conferred . The addi tional eight degrees were in
Cerneau ’

s possession they were conferred by him , in common
with the rest of the degrees, and in their proper order , so that
the Prince of the Royal Secret numbered as the Thirty-second
degree, and Sovereign Grand Inspector General as the Thirty
third, although m ade strictly an O fficial degree . The reasons for
this will be apparent, they will be given shortly. W e know
that he was possessed of them , else he could not have conferred
them ; and we also know , that all persons of whatever nam e,
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correspondence was warm ly welcom ed and consecrated by the Supreme Coun

oil on F ebruary 1 1 th,

And ' in the recognition and vote of the Grand O rient of
France

,
Ju ly 3d, 1 81 6 , the sam e recognition is m ade known,

and published by them ,
as to the Sovereign Grand Consistory,

at the sam e time publishing the fact officially— that Germ ain
Bacquet

,
President of the Grand O r ient, was received and

acknowledged as the representative of the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, near the Grand O r ient . Nothing , therefore, can
be more evident

“

,
than tha t the body com m enced with that title

in 1 80 7 and continued it un til the year 1 82 8.

The person who founded and established
.

the Sovereign
Grand Consistory in New York city was M r . Joseph Cerneau .

This, of itself, would appear to the reader to be no inform a
tion at all, and he is naturally led , at this point , to ask the

question, W ho was Joseph Cerneau" W here did he com e from
— what was his occupation— and from where or whom

,
did he

receive his degrees, or the r ite which he pretended to estab
lish " W e shall endeavor to reply to these questions as well
as we can. If

,
however, a ,

resor t should be had to the publica
tions m ade by his opponents concerning him , we should be
forced to the conclusion that he was “

bu t a sorry fellow after
all.

” They s tate, that he was a jeweller by trade ,
“
a poor

pedling jeweller,
”

a trickster ,
” “

a swindler
,

” “
an im postor

,

”

a deceiver and a
“
rascal.

”
They a ttem pt to prove these

grave charges by declar ing that he m ade a large am ount of
m oney out of the degrees, by pocketing the funds

, by m aking
silver and tin boxes to hold the sea ls , by selling the degrees
to travellers, by pub lishing Mason ic works in the Spanish
language, and selling them all through Mexico, Sou th Am erica,
&c . Tim e and patience would fail in the attem pt to set forth
all the charges particu larly, which these bre thren have heaped
upon him , even up to the day of his death . Nor do they let
the m atter rest there. I t form s the basis of m any serious
charges , even at the presen t tim e . F or an exemplification of

som e of these charges, the reader is referred to the precious
productions of Em anuel De La Motta . Appendix

, No. 1 7 and

1 9 .
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W e will quote a few lines from Ragon , O rthodox Mac.
,

page 32 8. He says

Joseph Cerneau , having established him self at St. Dom ingo, where he was
initiated into the “R ite of Perfection by the Jew, Stephen Morin, which rite

Morin had brought there he was forced to quit this island on account of the

insurrection of the blacks there. H e travelled over the Spanish Antillas , and
the United States, and finally fixed his residence in N ew York city. In 1 80 6

he founded the Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third degree, installing himself
Grand Commander, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, &c., of the same. He

m ade a m ultitude of receptions, principally among South Am ericans, delivered
diplom as, sold aprons, ribbons and jewels, to the Masons whom he initiated .

He also m anufactured tin and silver boxes which enclose the seals. To these

diverse branches, he adds the speculation of a librarian, H e becam e the

author and editor of a Spanish Masonic m anual , with which he inundated

Mexico and this country. Subsequently, having re-organized his Supreme
Council, be succeded in establishing a correspondence with the Grand O rient

of F rance.

”

Now it form s no part of the au thor ’s purpose
,
in Wr iting this

history, to appear before his readers as the champion and de

fender of Mr . Cerneau . O n the contrary , he allows as true ,
som e of the charges, and will attem pt to g ive his views con

cerning them ,
in fu ll .

In the first place. Mr . Cerneau was a j eweller by profession ,

a French jeweller , and it is highly probable that, like the rest
of that class of m en

,
he was a pedling j eweller ,

” that is to say,

he left his native land , travelled through the W est India
I slands , and at last cam e to New York and settled down as a

resident . During his travels, i t i s qu ite probable that , being
an industrious m an and a Frenchm an ,

he m ade all the m oney

that it was in his power to m ake, by selling jewelry. Bu t
,

from the best inform ation that can be obtained , Mr . Cerneau
,

on his arr ival in New York , took or hired a store , got his
fam ily dom iciled , went to work at his trade

, as all jewellers

generally do , and attended to his legitim ate bu siness . W e

have no evidence whatever that he pedled jewelry after his
arrival here, except the assertions of his opponents , and it i s
qu ite probable that they judged Mr. Cerneau

,
in this m atter

,

by them selves .
They pronounce him ,

a trickster , a swindler , an impostor and
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a. rascal. And in proof of these serious charges they state ,
“ that he m ade a great deal of m oney out of the degrees by

pocketing the funds .
”
There is no doubt at all, that from the

tim e of his first arrival
, 1 80 6 , up to the period of the form ation

of the Sovereign Grand Consistory in 1 807, he m ade m any

receptions and took the m oney . I t is hardly possible that i t
should have been otherw ise . The r ite was entirely new to this
coun try, and there were , doub tless , a great number of persons
ready to receive the new light in Masonry, which he professed
him self able to im part . He was not alone in this bu siness .
His Patent from Stephen Morin gave him fu ll power so to do.

And if he had followed the exam ple set him by his teacher ,
Stephen Mor in

,
and his coadjutors , Messrs . Frankin , Hays,

Forst, Long , Spitzer , Cohen , De Lieben ,
Jacobs and De La

Motta
,
the charge would have been perfectly ju st and true , for

they, by their own showing , followed that business all their
lives long. But the records show that he pursued a different
course . After he becam e acquainted with the people am ong

whom he cam e to reside , and the ru les and laws which governed
the institu tion of Masonry in the

'

laud
,
he assem bled a Consti

tu tional num ber of brethren around him
,
whom he had before

initiated , and form ed a Sovereign Grand Consistory for the

United States of Am erica , which was founded for the govern
m ent of the Exalted degrees . Having done this , the course of

proceeding which they lay to his charge— viz. , m aking frequent
receptions , &c .

,
becam e an im possibil i ty . The powers of Mr .

Cerneau then ceased as an Inspector , and the du ty of m aking
receptions , and taking m oney for the sam e , devolved upon the
General Com m ittee of Adm inistration ,

before noticed
,
as the

records fully prove.

But they continue by saying , that he m ade a great deal of
m oney by m anufacturing silver and tin boxes to hold the Seals .

This part of the story is true . He had it all in his own hands
,

and it was strictly in the way of his business . But while we
willingly allow that he did these thing s every day of his life,
and all his life long if necessary, still it does not go far towards
proving the tru th of their accu sation. There does not appear
to be any part of rascality, or deception , or trickery, or im pos
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fully, every thing connected with the work as he received it. The system , as

taught by him , was adopted about the year 1 80 0 . After the Grand Lodges

of the several States had declared them selves free and independent, and the

General Grand Chapter was form ed and organized in 1 798, it was deem ed ad

visable to adopt a regular and uniform m ode of lecturing and work for the

whole, and in order to accom plish this great desideratum , the expert workm en

from various parts of the country m et together. The work was com pleted and

adopted fully by the year 1 81 0 . It was at this period he comm enced lecturing
in the N ew England States, with all those bright and well inform ed Masons,

who had been so assiduous in selecting and arranging the above system . A fter

spending som e years in the N ew England States, in the year 1 81 5 he visited

N ew York , where he received the lnefi
‘

able and Sublim e degrees , and was

regularly constituted and appointed by the Suprem e Council, a Sovereign

Grand Inspector General, Thirty-third and last degree, received as a m ember
of said Council , &c. Early in 1 81 6 , having been sanctioned as a Grand Lec

turer by the O fficers of the General Grand Chapter of the United States of
Am erica, and receiving all necessary authority and instruction upon that sub

ject from the body, he proceeded on his tour, taking in all the severa l Lodges
and Chapters in N ew Jersey ; from thence to Delaware , lecturing in all the

Lodges and Chapters in that S tate ; thence to Ba ltim ore, where he received

from Brothers Eckles and N iles, a W arrant to confer the Royal and Select
Masters degrees, and to establish Councils in all places where there was a

Royal Arch Chapter, if desired . And by this authority he established Coun
cils in m ost of the places he v isited in the W estern and Southern States.

W hile at Cincinnati, F rankfort and Lexington, he was joined by Thomas
Sm ith W ebb and J . Snow, who were also engaged in Masonic business. A t

Cincinnati he was v isited by m any com m ittees of persons, deputized to obtain
for Councils, the Royal and Select Masters degrees , which degrees were uni

versally adopted throughout the country.

“ F inishing his travels in the W est, he passed on to N atchez and N ew

O rleans, at which latter place he , in the year 1 81 7, was received and acknow

ledged by the Consistory, was presented with a full and perfect set of all the
degrees, their histories , accom panied with the drawings, em blem s, seals, &c.
F rom thence he visited the eastern shore of Maryland. In that year be re

turned to N ew England, and lectured in Connecticut during m ost of the time

of his stay there. In the autumn he went to Virginia , returned to Connecticut

in 1 81 8, where he spent the two following years. In 1 81 9 he first published
his H ieroglyphic Monitor or Chart, and in 1 82 0 the Templars Chart .

He at this time becam e acquainted with J . Cushm an, and instructed

and perfected him in all the lectures, including the O rders of K nighthood.

After leaving him , Cushm an lectured in Maryland, Delaware and Virginia,

N orth and South Carolina and Georgia, and spent several years in the busi
ness. About the sam e time, John Barker also learned from him , and went to

South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, A labama and Tennessee. W adsworth
,
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Barney, Enos and others, were all schooled by Cross, and sent on their

m ission.

During the next ten years he resided in Connecticut, and attended to the

publication of his books, but occasionally following lecturing. It was at this

tim e, and while having some leisure, and having, by experience, felt the want
of a uniform ity of lecturing and work , and of keeping those parts belong
ing to one degree of Masonry from being m ixed up with others, that he com

m enced arranging the emblems and illustrations, agreeably to his m ode of

lecturing and work, and of designing m any new illustrations , which were first

brought out in a small volum e, ca lled the ‘True Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic

Monitor ,
’

first published in 1 81 9 . The publication of the Masonic Chart was

som ething new in the annals ofMasonry, there never having been any thing

published in the way of em blem s before, more than those which were on what
is called the Masters Carpet.

’

The introduction of so m any new emblem s, and the arrangem ent of them

in a system atic m anner, was found to be quite an acqu isition to the craft , and

the work m et with a universal reception. I t rapidly passed through several
editions . Many of the Grand Lodges adopted it as their text book , and the

m em bers of nearly all the subordinate Lodges used it as their guide . In the

year 1 82 0 he brought out the ‘Templa rs Chart,
’
with sim ilar em blems and

illustrations, which work m et with equally flattering success.

In 1 82 4 he received frOm the Suprem e Grand Council of the Thirtys third

degree, Ancient and A ccep ted Scottish R ite, Charleston, South Carolina , by
the hands ofBrother Barker, letters Patent and a W arrant , constituting him

a Sovereign Grand Inspector General , Thirty-third and las t degree, and author

izing and empowering him for life, to establish, congregate , superintend and

inspect Lodges, Chapters, Colleges, Consistories and Councils, of the Royal
and M ilitary O rders of Ancient and M odern F ree Masonry, over the surface

of the two hem ispheres.

This docum ent, verbatim , with the signatures, and other
m atters connected with it, i s given in the Appendix, Docum ent
35

,
and will be noticed in its proper place.

In 1 834 he removed to the city of N ew York, and entering into m ercan

tile pursuits, continued in that evocation for several years. In 1 845 he pub

lished im proved editions of his Masonic and Tem plars Charts, which continued
to be the standard works of those degrees of which they treat. In 1 851 he

brought out his sixteenth edition, and subsequently another edition, when his

works passed out of his hands."

W e would O ffer an apology to the reader for the introduc
tion of this history of Mr . Cross , apparently irrelevant to the

history of the Exalted or higher degrees . W e have a partien
lar O bject in so doing . Here we have the narrative of a m an ,
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who was a v eteran in Masonry. He comm encenced hi s career
when Masonry, in our land

,
was in its youthful day . He m ade

him self acquainted with the lectures , and then entered upon
the work as a pursu it of life— spending the better part of thirty
year s in this occupation ,

laboring from one end of the Union
to the other

, and receiving from each Masonic body a large
rem uneration . Besides the profit ari sing from lecturing ,

”
he

published his Masonic books , took them with him , sell ing all he

could by the way, and m aking agents for the sale of the sam e
in every city and town through which he passed . The pr ice
which he charged for his works was v ery high , and he gave
bu t a-very lim ited per centage to agents . He al so had m anu

factured for him ,
and sold a v ery large am ount of Lodge and

Chapter decorations, jewels , fu rniture , collars , &c .
,
and

,
added

to all the other thing s , he had purchased from Eckles and

N iles, of Baltim ore
,
the power to establish Councils of Royal

and Select Masters , for which he received $1 0 0 per Council
,

besides the rem unera tion for perfecting the m embers in the
lectur es and work . So great was his success in all these
branches

,
that in 1 834 he had am assed a v ery considerable

am ount of m oney ,
and cam e to the city of N ew York

,
where be

comm enced the bu siness of a wholesale paper dealer . During
all the tim e he was in business , he kept a room devoted to the

sale of his books and Masonic jewels , decorations, &c.
,
driving

a brisk trade, being looked upon ,
even at that late day , as the

chief and m ost reliable dealer in Masonic books and m erchan
dize.

But during all this long period of tim e , no m ember of the
fraternity dared to call Mr . Cross a rascal

,
a deceiver

, an im

postor , or a swindler . His character , as a m an and a Mason,

was unim peachable , and there was not a single m an in the

whole land who was m ore highly esteem ed by the brotherhood
than Jeremy L . Cross .
Now ,

we would ask in all plainness
,
wherein was the differ

ence between Mr . Joseph Cerneau and Mr . Gross Did Mr .

Cerneau establish Masonic bodies, confer degrees, take the

m oney, &c . So did Mr . Cross. Did the one m anufacture
silver and tin boxes for holding seals , sell jewels, aprons, deco
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are now . But the General Grand Chapter had been form ed
only a few years previou s, under which the degrees were
classified , and the Chapters regulated , so that but few Chap
ters were in existence and working order . Aside from these
bodies but little was known of other degrees . That little
would refer to detached , and side degrees, which are not of

sufficient im portance to dwell upon here .

Mr. Cerneau arrived , in ignorance of the English language ,
and the m anners and cu stom s of the people . His first step was
to seek for Masonic acquaintances, and the first person who
becam e his intim ate friend was Mr . John W . Mulligan , through
whose assistance the Sovereign Grand Consistory was form ed .

Finding that Mr . Cerneau was in possession of the requ isite
and au thentic powers to do so, he introduced him to m any

notable and highly esteem ed Masons , and finally, through his
influence and exertion s , the body was organi zed and com

pleted .

The first body which Cerne au attem pted to establish in New
York

,
was the Rose Croix Chapter , under the title of

“
Triple

fl m z
’

tflé,
”
about the year 1 80 6 . This continued but a year or

two,
when the Consistory was form ed . In 1 80 7 the work of

the Chapter ceased , but it arose again in 1 808, with a Charter
from the Sovereign Grand Consistory, under the nam e of
“
Trip le fl lliance,

”
and continued so up to the year 1 82 8.

Cerneau also conferred the degrees of Kn ighthood on indi
v iduals by virtue of his Patent, and all the K nights Tem plar ,
K nights of the Red Cross , and K nights ofMalta , in New York
at that tim e , of the present system practiced , were m ade so by

Cerneau . The first Encampm ent form ed , was known after
wards, as the O ld Encampmm t,

” then cam e Jerusalem Eu

campm ent, and last cam e Colum bian Encampm ent, N o.

chartered between and 1 81 3 by the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, all of which cam e together to receive from the

Grand Encam pm ent of the State of New York in 1 81 4 their
W arrants , at which tim e Columbian Encam pm ent received her
number as first in the O rder . And when the deputation of

Royal Arch Masons cam e from Rhode I sland in 1 81 3 to receive
the Exalted degrees , and thus form a Consistory in Newport,
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they received power from Joseph Cerneau to establish an Eu

cam pm ent there . That Encampm ent was formed , and contin
ued working under that power

,
until the State Grand Encam p

m ent was form ed , at which tim e they cam e under that head .

Mr . C . Moore , of Cincinnati , in a comm unication upon this
subject, thu s says

The Consistory in Rhode Island was established about 1 81 1 and 1 81 3 , and
was a Cerneau body. The Masons exalted to the Royal A rch degree, by the

N ewport Chapter, being desirous of having the Higher degrees, and the author

ity to confer said degrees being lost by the decease of Moses Seixas, they ap

pointed a Comm ittee to proceed to N ew York and receive them , and obtain
authority to establish a Consistory in N ewport. The Consistory, at tha t time

gave the degrees of K nighthood, there being no Encampm ent then, but when

the Grand Encampm ent of N ew England was form ed, those who had received

the degrees of K nighthood, joined and becam e subordinate to said body, and
received a Dispensation to confer the degrees, according to the term s of the

original Dispensation for a Consistory. A nd this is confirm ed by the let

ters of John A . Shaw and Stephen Deblois, both of whom were active m em

bers of both bodies. (See Appendix , Docum ent N o.

I t m ust be borne in m ind that there were Encam pm ents of
Knights Tem plars in existence m any years before Mr . Cerneau
arrived in this country from St . Dom ingo, as well as Knights

of St. John of Jerusalem ,
and of M alta . None of these, how

ever
,
were esteem ed as Masonic bodies , or in any way connec

ted w ith Masonry. Many received these orders of K nighthood

who were not Masons . Bro ther Elias Hicks was initiated a

K night of St. John of Jeru salem one year before he was initi

ated into Masonry, and all Master Masons were eligible to the

K night of Malta and Mediterranean Pass , as late as the year

1 82 0 . I t was a very com m on thing at that period , to confer
this O rder in Lodges ofMaster Masons .

The first Encampm ents of K nights Templar, established in this country,

were located in N ew York city and Stillwater, in the State of N ew York,

but we have not been able to learn, either the date of their establishm ent, or
by what authority t

hey were planted. W e know, however, that they were in

existence prior to 1 797, for in May of that year, an Encampm ent was estab
lished in Philadelphia , and the records of that, shows the previous existence of
the two form er Encampm ents . I t is known that other Encampments were

established in this country by Cm sistm and also by the m ere authority

of a Deputy Inspector Gene
ral, and therefore, we conclude that the Encamp
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m ents of K nights Tem plar were planted under the authority of the Inefi
'

able

or Scotch R ite.

In 1 80 2 , a few K nights m et in Providence, Rhode Island , and , withou t

any authority whatever , resolved themselves into an Encam pment . In 1 80 5,

a Convention was held in Providence, composed of delegates from the Eu

campm ents in N ew York city, Stillwater and A lbany, N ew York. Encam p

m ents N o. 3 , 1 3 and 2 4
, of Maryland , and two Encampm ents in Massachu

setts , one of which, situated in Boston, was an Encampm ent of Rose Croix

This Convention resolved itself into a Grand Encam pm ent .

“ In 1 81 2 , the above nam ed Grand Encam pm ent resolved itself into a Gene

ral Grand Encampm ent , and m ade its Constitution to correspond ; and in

1 81 6, it again resolved itself into a General Grand Encampm ent of the United
State s of Am erica , and again remodelled its Constitution, and provided for

the establishm ent of State Grand Encam pm ents , &c .

” M itchell ’s H istory,
Volum e 2 , page 85.

This is a short sketch of these bodies as they existed before
the year 1 81 1 . I t was abou t this tim e that the degree of

K night Tem plar was rem odelled
,
and placed in a form or sys

tem ,
sim ilar to the Chapter degrees . The system comm enced

with K night of the R ed Cross , which was followed by K nights
Tem plar then the K nights ofMalta , ending with the Chr is
tian Mark and K night of the Holy Sepulchre ,” in all five

deg rees .
To Mr . Cerneau

,
and the Sovereign Grand Con sistory ,

the

Masonic world is indebted for the establishm en t of this system
— the founding of Colum bian Encam pm ent, and the establish
m ent of the Grand Encampm ent of the State of New York .

By referring to the list of officers at its foundation
,
and com

paring that list with the ofiicers of the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory, they will be found nearly alike

, and this form s oneof
the chief grounds of De La Motta’

s com plaint in 1 81 3 concern
ing the Grand Consistory— v iz.

,
that its pretended officers

were al so the chief officers in the Grand Encam pm ent of the
State , which , in his estim ation

,
was a m ost dreadful m atter .

”

See his Replication . Appendix , Docum ent 1 9 .

As the degrees of the Chapter were arranged and p
laced in

a regu lar form between the years 1 797 and 1 800 , after which
a regu lar series of lectures and mode of work were affixed to

the sam e, so with the degrees of the Encam pm ent . I t was
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Anthony Rainetaux , Grand Recorder,

Joseph Gouin, Grand Treasurer,
Jonathan Schiefi'

elin, Grand Marshal .
They were accordingly installed into their respective oflices , and the

establishment of the Grand Encampm ent of Sir K nights Templars and Ap

pendant O rders for the State of N ew York was next proclaim ed in AMP LE
FORM .

"

This organizat ion continued until 1 81 6 , when it cam e under
the supervision of the General Grand Encam pm ent of the

United States, form ed in that year .

Cerneau also conferred the degrees of Royal and Select Mas

ter , and by him the first Council of Royal Masters was form ed
in the Sta te of New York . Subsequen tly , the degrees spread
far and wide over the State , and m any other Councils were
form ed . Soon after the m eeting of the General Grand Chap
ter in 1 81 6 , a State Grand Council of Roy al Masters was
form ed , and all existing Councils cam e under that body . O ne

fact is here wor thy of note . The Masons of that day were
divided in opinion concerning the proper place to which these
degrees belonged . O ne party was in favor of connecting them
w i th the ritual , preceding the Royal Arch degree , while the
other party preferred that they should be kept separate , and
left where they w ere— a separa te system . A t the m eeting of

the General Grand Chapter in 1 81 6 , the whole m atter there
cam e up for discussion ; Mr . Eckles

, of Maryland ,
taking a

very prom inent part in advocating the union of these two de
grees with the services of the Royal Arch Chapter . The dis
cussion becam e warm ,

and lasted for the be tter part of two
days, when the m otion to unite them with the Chapter degrees
was rejected . W hereupon , im m ediately after adjournm ent

,
the

State Grand Council of Royal Masters was form ed
,
and the

different Councils then cam e under that governing power , and
continued so up to 1 82 8. I t was this m ove of the General
Grand Chapter , in refusing a recogni tion of those degrees, that
determ ined Mr . Cross in his fu ture course .

Mr . Eckles, the Baltim ore delegate, then went hom e and

when Cross , who,
at that session of the General Grand Chap

ter , had been appointed and confirm ed as General Grand
Lecturer , started on his lecturing tour, he stopped at Baltim ore
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and purchased and received the privilege from Eckles and

N iles , to erect and establish Councils of Royal and Select
Masters throughout the Southern and W estern States . This
privilege he carried ou t pretty effectually, beg inning with New
Jersey : and all the Councils in existence , in those States

,

m en tioned in his narrative, were establi shed by him self. Also
the Eastern States, excepting Rhode I sland . But the partien
lars of the arrangem ent between the two parties in the first
instance

,
never were known . This, however , m ay be said

Mr . Cross acted with exact justice to all concerned
, and

m oreover , m ade it obligatory upon all the bodies which he
founded

,
that as soon as there should be three Councils of

Royal Masters in a State , they should at once com e together
and form a Grand Council , and be governed by the sam e .

O u t of this act of Mr . Cross , in establishing Councils of

Royal Masters , grew up a difference of feeling between those
bodies

,
and the Councils estab lished by Mr . Cerneau . None

of them were on term s of intercourse , and that difference be
tween the New York and Rhode I sland Councils on the one

side
,
and the Cross Councils on the other , was kept up until

1 82 8.

Although the degrees of Royal and Select Master have been
m atters of great dispute , and a great deal of difficulty has been
encountered in fixing their paterni ty, yet there i s no doubt
whatever , that the degrees were brought to this country by the
successors of Stephen Morin ,

and by them dissem inated through
the country. I t i s true that they, as well as m any other de

grees , are not con tained in the published list, as degrees over
which they pretend to have control , but by referring to the

Charleston docum ent of 1 80 2 , (Docum ent No. it will there

be found that the “Elect of Twenty
-seven is m entioned am ong

the i solated degrees which the Inspector s give , free of expense .

This is the degree of
“Select M aster now practiced .

Also by referring to the Diary of Abraham Jacobs , (Docu

m ent N 0 .
it will be seen that he was in the habit of con

rring that degree long before 1 80 1 .

And it i s also stated , that there i s evidence of the existence

of these degrees in Albany, New York , as early as 1 766 .
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which
,
if true

,
would prove that the sam e person who founded

the Sublim e Lodge of Perfection there, (Henry A. F rancken,)

also conferred these degrees. They were also conferred in

Rhode I sland by Myers, in 1 781 , at which tim e Seizas received

them from his hands .
But in all these cases, as well as with Mr. Cerneau , they

were conferred as distinct, or detached degrees, having nothing
to do with the system of Scotti sh Masonry. Neither the Couri
cil of Charleston ,

or the Sovereign Grand Consistory recog
nized them in any other light. Subsequently, when the m em

bers becam e num erous, they form ed them selves into Councils,
and as soon as there were three Councils in a State , they con

stitu ted a Grand Council for that State— and thus i t is at the

present day.

A very good sketch of the or igin and progress of these de
grees will be found in Mitchell

’s Masonic History, Volum e 1
,

page 70 6 .

Mr . Cerneau also established a degree called
“
fl aron

’
s Band,

which continued to be worked as a detached degree for m any
years , in a separate body but eventually, abou t the year
1 82 5, was stopped by the interference of the Grand Chapter ,
which body stated that i twas an infringem ent upon the degree
of High Priesthood. R ichard Ellis, the High Priest of Ancient
Chapter was the presiding officer of the body in 1 82 4.

Now ,
from these few facts which have been cited

,
it is qu ite

probable that Cerneau did m ake a great deal of m oney by

conferring Masonic degrees , but i t is not proved , that in so

doing , he interfered with , or infringed upon
,
any regu lar body

or rite . And , as was the case in every instance , both with
Mr . Cross and him self, as soon as a sufficient number could be
found, who were qualified , they form ed into regular bodies,
and took to them selves a prO per head.

But whatever m ay have been the character of Mr . Cerneau
in this respect, i t is, at the presen t tim e, a m atter of very little
consequence . He m ight, as his enem ies and opposers have
always been ready to assert, have been a trickster, a travelling
jeweller , and the m anufacturer of “

wares for the Craft. He

m ight have been a publisher of Masonic works in foreign lan
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the brethren m entioned , as com posing those bodies, are too

well known by the comm unity, and their m em or ies are too
warm ly cherished by the fraternity, and by the world , to re

quire a refutation here . And if such charges shou ld be m ade
in this day,

they would scarcely be credited by the youngest
and m ost uninform ed m ember of the institution .

There was now no obstacle in the way. The Sovereign
Grand Consistory of the Ancient Scottish R ite of Heredom

had been regularly and consti tutionally form ed , her ofli cers ia

stalled
,
the Statu tes and General R egulations of the O rder

com plied with , and application m ade to other bodies for recog
nition and confirm ation . The founding and establishm en t of
the hodr had been published to the world , with a list of the
deg rees over which the Sov ereign Grand Consistory claim ed
control . Bu t there were difficu lties to contend w ith

,
which

have not yet been alluded to
,
and which we shall now endeavor

to explain . And in order to do so we shall go back a little in
the history , preceding what i s to com e with a shor t history of

fl braham Jacobs , a Hebrew schoolm aster ,
who took up his resi

dence in New York city in the year 1 80 3 or 1 804. The facts

g iv en are taken from his own R egister and Diary ,
and par ts of

them published in the Appendix, Docum ent No . 1 5 . The orig
inal Diary and R egister are in possession of the Suprem e

Grand Council from which the docum ent in the Appendix is
copied . He died in New York abou t the year 1 840 . At hi s.

decease he willed , that all his Masonic records should he

placed in possession of the Suprem e Grand Council , at the

head of wh ich , at that tim e , was Henry C . Atwood
,
for fu tu re

reference . The reason why this particular disposition of his
records was m ade , will be explained . The facts here given,

being wri tten with his own hand
,
m ay be deem ed reliable and

correct.
He states in his R egister that he was initiated as an Entered

Apprentice , and passed to the degree of Fellow Craft on the

2 2 d day of July, 1 782 , in St. Andrews Lodge , Boston , Massa
chusetts . (Here follows a copy of his certificate to that effect

,

signed by Robert Revere as W orshipfu l Master ; Robert
McElroy as Senior W arden ; N . W illis as Junior W arden
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Benjam in Coolidge as Secretary ; and the Seal of the Lodge
i s regularly attached .) He states

,
that he was subsequently

raised to the Sublim e degree of a Master Mason in Lodge N o. 1

(no nam e) at Charleston , South Carolina , which Lodge then
held its W arrant under the R W . . Grand Lodge in Europe ,
in the

'

Presi-deney of the W orshipful Grand Master
,
the Duke

of Athol . (As the Grand Lodge O f South Carolina was not

instituted until 1 787, the raising of Jacobs was previous to
that date .)
O n the first day of May, 1 788, he received , as he states , a

certificate from the Sublim e Lodge establi shed at Charleston
,

as Grand ,
Elect

,
Perfect and Sublim e Mason . The certificate

purports to be signed by Joseph Da Costa
,
Sublim e Grand

Secretary ; also Edward W eym an ,
M . Gist

,
John Mitchell

,

Joseph Bee , T . B. Bowen and Abraham Supor tas . (All the
certificates giv en in the Reg ister are in his own hand-writing ,
and are not at all in the form or wording O f the certificates
which we now have .)
In the spring of 1 790 , Jacobs had rem oved from Charleston

to Jam aica
,
W est Indies

,
and there m et with M oses Cohen and

fl braham F orst . Thev together prom oted him to the degree

O f Knight of the Sun , and
“

gave him a cer tificate O f
‘

the sam e
,

together with a
‘POW ER ’

to prom ote the interests of the Craft.

”

H e sailed in the following November for Savannah, (Georgia .

His certificate , he says , was signed by Moses Cohen ,
Jacob

Delion and Abraham Bonito (all O f them Hebrews) and gave
him the power to IN ITIATE, PAss , RAI SE and Exal t to the Sub
lim e degrees , constitu te Blue Lodges , &c .

,
&c .

, da ted Novem
ber 9 th,

1 790 . In March
, 1 79 2 , the certificate , together with

his other credentials , were acknowledged and endorsed by

Israel Belieben ,
a m ember of the Prince Masons O f Dublin . In

1 799 he officiated as W orshipfu l Master of Forsyth Lodge , of
Augusta , Georg ia . In 1 80 2 he O pened a Sublim e Lodge in
Sav annah . In 1 80 3 he had rem oved to New York city , and

m ade it his fu ture residence . In the m onth of O ctober , 1 80 8,
he says , he conferred the Sublim e degrees on nineteen brethren

in New York city, and opened a Sublim e Grand Lodge there .
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Jacobs aware of his being guilty of a wrong act
, thus words

his R egister

O ctober l oth. Brother Jaeobs, then residing in N ew York, N orth

Am erica, in which city the Sublime degrees were not established, was petitioned

by a number of old Royal A rch and Master Masons of the Blue Lodge, to con

fer the Sublim e degrees on them , for the purpose of establishing the degrees in

this city.

Brother Jacobs being ever ready to prom ote the Royal A rt , on making
the necessary inquiry of the respectability of the applicants , concluded to com

m unicate the Subh e degrees to them . O n the 3d of N ovem ber following ,
the num ber O f nineteen brethren (nam es om itted in his Registe r, but given in
his D iary)were brought up to the degree of Prince of Jerusalem ,

when they

nom inated the Officers for the Council , and for the Lodge of Perfection under

the founder, Abraham Jacobs, until a regular W arrant shou ld be had and oh

tained from the Grand Council in Charleston. and due notice thereof was

given in the public prints the ensu ing day, (N ovem ber 4th, O n the

l 6th of N ovem ber, the brethren m et at their Council Chamber, which wa s

O pened by the F ounder, Abraham Jacobs, with all its honors and solem nities.

They were then v isited by I llustrious Brother John Gabriel Tardy, Deputy

Inspector General for Pennsylvania ; I llustrious Brother John Jam es Joseph
Gou rgas and Moses Levy Madu ro Peixotto, K adosh and Princes of the R oyal
Secret, who, with the consent of the body, they agreed to take them under

their protection, and becom e their head, and accordingly granted them a W ar

rant and Constitution, and organized the Council and Sublim e Lodge at that

m eet ing . O n the 1 7th, Brother Jacobs addressed another letter to the Subl im e
Council at Charleston , and comm unicated the foregoing proceedings to them .

”

These are the statem ents that appear in his Reg ister ; but
his Diary, connected with the sam e, kept in another book

,
and

sealed w i th his priv ate seal , shows m ore particularly his pro
ceedings, from the tim e he landed in Savannah ,

from Jam aica
up to 1 808— ending with this

,
his last recorded exploit"

There are others , to com e after
,
which are not recorded

, are

of m uch later date , which we shall g ive in their proper place .

The
“
Diary form s Docum ent No. 1 5

,
Appendix , to which the

reader is referred .

The D iary O f M inu tes and Proceedings comm ences with
May 2 7th, 1 792 . It will be recollected that he says in his
R eg ister,

“ In 1 80 2 . Jacobs, hav ing initiated eight brethren ,

opened a Sublim e Lodge in Savannah.

” Now between 1 792 and

1 80 2 is an interval O f ten years , and by reading the Diary , we
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He was again at the sam e place in May of the year follow
ing, and c onfers the degrees on three more— m aking in all

eighteen m ore— but as yet there was no Lodge of Perfection or

Council of Princes form ed, nor likely to be. No m ention is
m ade in his Register of any of these initiations.
The next entry in his Diary is at Savannah , 1 2 th of Decem

ber , 1 80 1 , when he beg ins again with a single candidate , and
at the conclusion he num bers eleven m ore, carrying him down
to Ju ly 9 th, 1 80 2 .

I t appears that in the follow ing Nov ember, Em anuel De La
Motta, from Charleston ,

a very intim ate friend of Jacobs, ar
rived at Savannah . A m eeting of those who had received the
degrees from Jacobs was called on Sunday, at which a Com
m ittee was appointed to wait upon him , and request his
attendance. The following w eek ,

November 9 th, De La Motta
attended , conferred several degrees, and was with them until
November 1 5th. Through his influence the prelim inaries for
form ing a Council of Pr inces , and Sublim e Lodge were en

tered into, which resulted in the form ation of these bodies as

before stated , 1 80 2 . This fact Jacobs has m entioned in his
Register. He m entions only eight brethren, whereas there
were eleven, bu t does not m ention a word concerning the thir

tyfour others in Augusta and W ashing ton ,
m aking in all for

ty
-seven initiations.
His Diary next O pens in N ew York city, September 2 3d ,

1 804, wherein he states that he conferred the degree of M as

ter M ark M ason
”
on Brother Joseph Jacobs . This act i s com

m itted in the face of Mark Lodges and Chapters , m any of

which were in operation ,
and had been for years. But as his

power , (received in the island of Jam aica from Brother Moses
Cohen,)authorized him ,

not only to do this, but also to confer
the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master
Mason, to establish Lodges, &c.

,
he did not stop at trifles like

this , but went right on, as the sequel will show. He then
commenced with Jacobs , O ctober 4th, and by July 5th, 1 805,
he had conferred upon him all the degrees , up to the Prince
of Libanus.

January 1 9th. 1 806. He comm enced conferring the degrees



SCOTTISH R ITE or HEREDOM . 1 35

on Thom as Lownds, and the following Ju ly, he conferred on

Jacobs the degree of Knight of the Sun .

December 3 1 st , 1 807. Comm enced conferring the degrees on
Sam pson Sim son and Isaac M oses , and by February 4th, 1 808,
had carried them up to the Prince of Jeru salem . O n the 4th of

August he com m enced again with Lownds , and by the 3oth, had
carried him up to the Prince of Jerusalem . O n the l st of Sep
tem ber he comm enced with Col. Wm . T. Hunter , Jerem iah Shot

well and John E . Run/cle, and by O ctober 2 6th he had com

pleted
“
nineteen initiations ,

’
of which the following is a list

Joseph Jacobs, K . S .
, Sam uel Phelps , P . of J.

,

Daniel McCorm ack , P . of J.
,

John Clough , P . of J.
,

Thom as Lownds
,
K . H .

,
Benjam in Aycrigg , P . of J

Sam pson Sim son ,
K . H Stephen Scudder , P . of J

I saac Moses , P . of J.
,

Joel Hart
,
P . of J.

,

John E . Run/cle, K . H .
,

M ordecai M yers , K . H .
,

Jerem iah Shotwell, K . H R ichard Ri/cer , K . H .
,

W m . T . Hunter , P . of J. , Sam uel R iker
,
P . of J. ,

fl ndrew Sitcher , K . H .
, Daniel Beach, K . H .,

W m . F . Stewart
,
P . of J.

These brethren ,
being desirous of form ing a Sublim e Lodge

and Council of Princes of Jerusalem ,
m et in Convention

,
nom i

nated their officers
, (see list in the Diary,)and on the 6th of

Nov em ber , m et together as a body , having been installed on

the 3d by Abraham Jacobs
,
their “

founder , when they were
“ taken under the protection of our I llustriou s Brother John
G . Tardy, K . H .

,
Prince of the Royal Secret and Depu ty In

Spector General , accom panied with the I llu strious Brethren
John Jam es Joseph Gourgas and M oses Levy M aduro Peixotto,

K . S .
,
Prince of the Royal Secret, &c . Brother Tardy hav ing

produced his W arrant and other creden tials , investigated our

proceedings, sanctioned and approved of the sam e, and prom
ised his protection ,

and every assistance in his power , where
upon he was pleased to place our I llustriou s Brother R ichard
R iker , Thrice Equitable , in the Chair , delivered him the Con

s titu tion ,
and invested him with all the powers and preroga

tiv es relating to the sam e , by an instrum ent under his hand
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and seal
,
which was delivered in the presence of our I llu striou s

Brother , Moses Levy Maduro Peixotto
,
John Jam es Joseph

Gourgas and John Baptist Desdoity, K . H .
,
and Prince of the

Royal Secret.
These proceedings were published in the papers the next

day ,
and a Com m ittee appointed to apply for a Charter to the

Suprem e Council of Charleston ,
&c.

W hen these proceedings becam e known , the Sov ereign Grand
Consistory took the m atter in hand . They deem ed the whole
transaction unm asonic and unconstitu tional.

’
A t a m eeting of

that body, a Com m ittee was appointed , consisting of Mr . Cer

neau and Mr . Mulligan ,
to request his attendance . They ao

cordingly waited upon him
,
and tendered him the invitation .

He declined
,
and m akes the following entry in his Diary

“ N ovember 1 1 th, 1 808. This day Mr. Mulligan and a F rench gentlem an
called on m e at the school about 1 1 o’

clock , inform ed m e their visit was a

Comm ittee from a Council of Princes of Jerusalem , to desire m y attendance on

them , as they were then sitting .

I replied, I knew no such body of m en but the one I had established, and
in order to prevent any other such body from infringing on the Constitution,

and the Ancient Landm arks, we had m ade ourselves public by advertizing in

the public prints of this city, and would say nothing further on the subject.’
They asked what reply they should return to their Council. I told them it

was out of my power to wait on them .

’

W e have been thus particular in the introduction of this

par t of the Diary , with the nam es of the nineteen brethren
m entioned in the R egister , the dates , &c .

, because these very
m en take a conspicuou s place in the history, and it is proper
that all who are interested should know

,
from whom and in

what m anner they derived their Masonic knowledge .

And fur ther , to show that Abraham Jacobs, withou t any due
au thority from any regularly cons tituted body of Masons , and
knowing at the sam e tim e, that there was already in existence
in New York city, and in the full exercise of its Constitu tional

powers, a regular and proper body, where these said Sublim e
degrees were conferred , did , contrary to all Masonic law and

u sage, ini tiate under his own authority, nineteen brethren,
and

consti tu te them in a Lodge of Perfection
, and Council of

Princes of Jeru salem . The letter to Charleston ,
which he pre
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Master of a Lodge, or Master Mason has the r ight of m aking
any m an or any set of m en ,

Masons . In any case , a m an, if

m ade a Mason , m ust be so m ade in a reg ular body, and p
rop erly

constitu ted as su ch. And the sam e ru le applies to the Exalted
degrees .

Again, I t is evident that this m atter m u st have been a pay

ing op eration . By the D iary we find that Jaeobs conferred the
degrees upon no less than sixty-four per sons at different tim es ,
up to the year 1 80 8. Subsequently ,

up to the year 1 830 , the

writer knows of one assem blage, consisting of thirty persons,
and it is generally known that Jaeobs m ade it his business nu
til a few years before his death , although after the year 1 80 8
he was ob liged to do it in secret, no record being m ade of his
transactions .

W e would rem ark here , that De La Motta , in his m alignant
and v irulent attack upon the Sovereign Grand Consistory,
m ade by him in 1 81 3 , claim s, tha t there was already in existence

in 1 80 6 , in N ew York ,
a Consistory of the Thirtieth, Thirtyfirst

and Thirty
-second degree . Now if thi s was true

,
why was

Abraham Jacobs
,
who, according to his own Diary ,

had not

received the appointm ent of Deputy Inspector General , perm i t
ted to exercise the se functions " W hv does Jacobs say in his
Diary that the Sublim e degrees were not practiced here" And

why does he send on to Philadelphia for John Gabriel Tardy
to com e on to New York in order to constitu te them into a

Lodge of Perfect ion , and Council of Princes of Jerusalem "

And why does Mr . Gourgas figure in De La Motta ’s list in
1 806 as a. Depu ty Inspector General , when at that date he was
not a Fellow Craft Mason And John Gabriel Tardy ,

also,
who did not receive his degrees and appointm ents from Pierre
Le Barbier Plessis until over one year afterwards— v iz.

, 1 807

And why want a W arrant from Charleston if there was a De

La Motta Consistory there
‘7

The author was personally acquainted with Abraham Jacobs
from the year 1 82 5 to the day of his death . In 1 82 5 he was

in very poor circum stances , and for a year or two had been

in the em ploy of O liver M . Lownds
, who was then Sheriff of

the City and County of New York . He was a son of Thom as
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Lownds, was Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge , and a m em

ber of the Sovereign Grand Consistory. The father , Thom as
Lownds , was also a m ember of both bodies . Jacobs was per
fectly well acquainted with the existence of the Sovereign
Grand Consistory, from its very comm encem ent. H e stood in
fear of it after the trouble of 1 80 9 , and it was on the strength
of a pledge given by him to the Messrs . Lownds and others

,

that he would no longer infringe upon the rights
‘

of the Sove
reign Grand Consistory, that he was aided and assisted bv
brethren

,
and taken into the em ploy of Mr . Lownds . In the

num erous instances in which he afterwards conferred those
degrees , he m ade it a ru le to go ou t of the city to do it. He

always m ade i t a condition that the thing m u st be done at

least 60 m iles away, and if possible
,
out of the State of New

York . The par ty of thirty before last m entioned, went to
Tren ton ,

N ew Jersey, to receive the degrees from him .

The history of Jacobs , taken from his own Diary and Reg is
ter is g iven ,

in order to show the com m encem ent and founda

tion of the difficulties , and the opposition through which the
Sov ereign Grand Consistory had to pass . The Sublim e Coun

cil of Princes of Jerusalem was form ed in Nov em ber
,
1 80 8

,

and their Consistory was proclaim ed March 7th, 1 809 . I t at

once , becam e a source of annoyance to the Sov ereign Grand
Consistory ,

and m any Spiri ted com m unications passed between
the two bodies . I t struggled for a while to build itself up ,

but finally wen t ou t of existence before the end of the year .

Many of the m em bers of that body becam e conv inced of their
irregu larity, left it , and m ade application to be received into
the bodies under the Sovereign Grand Consistory . Am ong

the num ber was Thom as Lownds , Col . W . T. Hunter and

others . They were received in a regular m anner . The re

m ain ing brethren ,
w ith R ichard R iker and one or two others

at their head , applied as a body , but their request as such could
not be com plied with . The com m unications which had passed
between the bodies , called into exercise all the bi tter feelings ,
which deceived and disappointed m en are apt to exercise on

such occasions . They referred all their difficulties to the

Charleston body ,
from which they claim ed authority, although
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none appears to have been granted , and the sequel will show
how that body treated the m atter .

W e hav e just alluded to a Consistory , said by De La Motta ,

to hav e been in existence here in 1 806 . He declares in his

pamphlet , given in the Appendix , from which we quote
In A ugust , 1 80 6 , there were resident in N ew York, the following I llustri

ous brethren,
lawful Sublim e Princes of the R oyal Secret , and Inspectors

Thirtys econd degree
—viz. , John Gabriel Tardy, John Bap tist Desdoity, John

James Joseph Gourgas, P ierre Adrienne Dupeyrat , Lewis De Saulles . They

form ed and established a Sovereign Grand Consistory of Sublim e Princes of

the Royal Secret , Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second degree . O n the 3d

of N ovem ber, 1 808, the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusa lem was lawfully
Opened in this city, by and in the presence of the Thrice Pu issant and Most

Illustrious Brethren, John Gabriel Tardy, John Baptist Desdoity, John Jam es
Joseph Gourgas , and Moses Levy M aduro Peixotto (Dupeyrat and De Sau lles
do not appear ,) aided and ass isted by nine K nights of the Sun,

’

and nine
‘Pri nces of Jerusalem .

’

(How these K nights of the Sun and Princes of Jeru
salem received these honors has been fu lly set forth.) See Jacobs Diary.

O n the 6th day of N ovem ber, 1 808, a W arrant of Constitution passed the

Sea l of the aforesaid Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem , for the establish
m ent in this city, for a Sublim e Grand Lodge of Grand, Elect, Perfect and Sub
lim e Masons, under the specific appellation of Au rora Grata .

The reply to this quotation is found in the Report m ade to
the Sovereign Grand Consistory ,

Decem ber 2 8th
,
1 81 3 , as fol

low s
A s to the declaration of a Sovereign Gr and Cons istory, said to have been

form ed on the 6th of August, 1 80 6 , it is only necessary to rem ark
, that those

who have any knowledge of our degrees , of De La Motta
,
and of som e of the

persons he nam es, m ust allow that it is utterly impossible that those persons

could have been what he (De La Motta) professes them to be. I t is well
known that that body never pretended to any power, prev ious to the notice

of its form ation on the 7th of March, 1 80 9 , long after the Sovereign Grand

Consistory was established and its form ation publicly announced. So well
aware were the persons who com posed that Consistory, of its defects, and of

the regularity of this, that after m any efforts to sustain it , and m uch expense,
borne in no equ itable preportion, by m any who were deluded to enter into it .
they suffered it to sink at once into inactivity and oblivion.

Som e individuals who had assisted in its irregu lar proceedings, conv inced
of their error, applied for, and received, the degrees depending on this Grand

Consistory. O thers, te nacious of their pride , but convinced of our correctness,

applied for adm ission collectively, a proposition obviously inadm issible, which
was at once rejected , and which could only have proceeded from persons, igno
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forth from the Sovereign Grand Consistory the following cir
onlar

(See Docum ent No. 1 6 , fl ppendiw.)

This decree was issued May 2 5th , 1 81 2 , and required all

Prince Masons within the jurisdiction ,
to m ake them selves

known to that body, and have their powers acknowledged and

recorded
,
denying all comm unication with those m en who had

crept into the degrees by stealth . or who pretended to confer
the Sublim e degrees in an unlawfu l m anner. A short tim e
afterward , in 1 81 3 , the acknowledgem ent was received from
the Suprem e Council of France . which was published in the

daily papers, an Annuary was also printed , containing the

nam es of all the officers. m embers, and the difl
'

erent bodies
organized under the Sovereig n Grand Consistory, &c.

, which
news and docum ents spread far and wide over the Masonic
world . I t was this news , and these docum ents , which reached
De La Motta in Charleston by the hands of his coadjutors
here, stirred up all his ire . and brought him on to New York ,
for what purpose we shall presently see .

Ragon ,
O rthodox Mao , page 3 2 8, says

The news of the success ofMr. Cerneau reached Charleston, South Caro
lina, and the Jews there, apparently jealous of the profits he made by his initia
tions, determ ined to contend with him for the gains. To this effect they sent to

N ew York , Emanuel De La Motta, a fit instrum ent for the work , who imme

diately after his arrival, elevated to the Thirty
-third degree, John Jam es

Joseph Gourgas, Sampson Simson, Moses LevyMaduro Peixotto and R ichard

R iker, and went with them to Joseph Cerneau , in order to interrogate him on the

origin of his powers. He refused to answer them or give them any satisfac

tion, and Emanuel says, that it appeared to the Masons who interrogated him ,

that he was a stranger to the Mysteries. After having m ade an ample har
vest of dollars, and after having constituted on the 5th of August , 1 81 3, 3. Su

preme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, chiefly Jews of N ew

York city, which had for its first Grand Comm ander, Daniel D . Tompkins,
Vice President of the United States, Em anuel went on his way to prepagate,
in other parts of the Republic, the great mysteries which he claim ed to possess,
proclaim ing himself to be the Illustrious Grand Treasurer General,

’
and

Grand and SaleHierophant of the O rder in the United States.’

De La Motta arrived in New York city in the month of

May or June, 1 81 3 , and what took place on arriving will ap
pear on reading his own record of the events . The pam phlet
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is now out of print, and cannot be easily obtained . Extracts
will be here given, but the pam phlet in full is added to the
Appendix , No. 1 9 .

He says
“
In the early part of May, 581 3, I arrived here, not on any speculation,

office-hunting or Masonic errand, but in quest of health . Som etim e in J uly,
a certain Pamphlet or Tab leau , signed , sealed and stamped, was placed in my
hands, entitled , List of the Grand Oflicers, M embers, Honorary Members, &c.,
of the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty

-third degree,
regularly established according to the Ancient Constitutional Scottish R ite of
Heredom ,for the United States of America , their Territories and Dependencies,
held in the city of New York. Also the Grand Consistory of Sup reme Chiefs

of Exalted Masonry, and the constitu tional bodies of itsjurisdiction , Anna Lucie,
581 3. New York Printed by Hardcastle and Van Pelt, No. 86 Nassau Street,

O n the very front of which I perceived the nam e of Mr. Joseph Cer
neau , in the glaring character of Most Potent Sovereign Grand Commander.

’

Convinced that he must either have been egregiously imposed upon, or, that

he was imposing on some respectable characters in the comm unity, from

a number of nam es which I understood to be very respectable in the city, many
of them dignified with titles which that degree does not recognize, I was led to
m ake som e inquiry respecting this M r. Joseph Cerneau , and his pretensions to

certain titles ; when I received the following inform ation from well informed
gentlemen

F irst, That this Mr. Cerneau had first m ade his appearance in Longworth
'
s

Directory for the year 1 80 9, as G. I . G. P . S . G. C., (meaning I suppose)
Grand I nspector General , Potent Sovereign Grand Comm ander (of his)Most

Potent Sovereign Council of Sublim e Princes of the R oyal Secret, Supreme
Chief ofH igh Masonry, &c.

Second, By an advertisem ent in the newspapers, 5th of September, 1 81 1 ,

his new created body is styled, the Grand Consistory of P . P . of Supreme

Chiefs of Exa lted Masonry.

Third, In another advertisem ent, communicated through the vehicle of a
newspaper, l st of F ebruary, 1 81 2 , be caused his said Association to appear

under the new and improved title of Grand Consistoryof the United States of
America , their Territori es and Dependencies, of Supreme Chiefs of Exalted

Masonry, according to the Ancient Constitutional
Scottish R ite of Heredom , held

at New Yor

After reciting som e of Cerneau
’
s impostures , under the

fourth , fifth and sixth heads , he goes on to say
Maturely considering , and CALMLY PERPENDING,’ all the facts connected

hwith the procedure of such detestable Masonic infractions, and from the above

’

stated circumstances, and a full conviction that Mr. Cerneau was only a pre
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tender to a degree that he was not in possession of, and was assum ing a title to
which he had no claim— it became my ansow rn DUTY, as a lawful Sovereign
Grand Inspector General of theThirty-third degree, to detect and denounce any
im position practiced on the Masonic world, by any individua l. But being un

furnished with any Masonic documents, I wrote on to the Council in Charles
ton, inclosing them one of Mr. Cerneau

’
s celebrated Tableaux , requesting they

Would send m e a copy of my Diplom a , the original being deposited among

papers which my family could not convenientlyobtain. Having received their

answer and a Diploma, with strong injunctions to prosecute, and expose to

view, the unexampled conduct of Mr. Cerneau ; on the 1 4th of Septem ber,
1 81 3 , I took with m e four respectable brethren of the city—two of them native

citizens and two foreigners, well versed in the F rench and English languages,
who were witnesses to the conversation which took place between M r . Joseph
Cerneau and myse lf, to which I beg leave to refer the reader as follows :

Conversation with Mr. Joseph Cerneau , transcribed from the original
Let it be known and rem em bered , that at the Grand East of N ew York,

on the 1 9th day of the 6th m onth, called Elul, A . M . , 5573 of the R estora

tion, 2 343 ; and of the Christian Era, the 1 4th day of September, 1 81 3 .

I , the undersigned, Emanuel De La Motta, K adosch, Sublim e Prince of the
Royal Secret, Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the Thirty-third degree,
I llustrious Treasurer Genera l of the Holy Empire in the United S tates of
Am erica, &c., &c.

,
being , at my own request, accompanied by the Thrice Puis

sant Brethren Moses Levy MaduroPeixotto, John James Joseph Gourgas , K .

H ., S . P . R . S .
, Deputies Inspectors General ; R ichard R iker and Sampson

Sim son, S. P. R . S ., do hereby declare, that I waited on Mr. Joseph Cerneau
at N o . 1 1 8 W illiam Street, that I inquired of him if he was a Mr. Joseph
Cerneau , Past Ma

ster, Most Potent SovereignGrand Commander, designated as

such in this Paniphlet or Tableau, entitled, List of the Grand O flicers, Mem

bers, Honorary Members, &c., of the Suprem e Council of Grand Inspectors
General of theThirty-third degree regularly established according to the Ancient
Constitutional Scottish R ite of Heredom , for the United States of Am erica,

their Territories and Dependencies, held in the city ofN ew York. A lso of the
Grand Consistory of Suprem e Chiefs of Exalted Masonry, and the constituted

bodies of its jurisdiction, Anno Lucis, 581 3. N ew York : Printed by Hard

castle and Van Pelt, N o. 86 N assau Street, To which he replied in
the ‘

aflirmatiue.

’ I then announced myself in m y Ofiicial Capacity, showing
him , at the sam e tim e, my credentials, stating that I called as a friend and as

a gentleman, to ascertainwhence he derived his powers in establishing a Grand

Council of the Thirty
-third degree in this city, and from whom he had received

that degree, requesting, at the same time, a sight of his Patent and other

papers relating thereto.

H is answer was,
‘He could not comply with my request ; that I , EMANUEL

Dr: LA Morn , m ust apply to the Grand Council of the Thirty-third degree in
this city, of which Mr. Cerneau called himself the head ; that he had m ade a
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Second , That during the conversation I had with him respecting what he

called his Grand Council of the Thirty-third degree, he, the said Joseph Cer

neau m entioned positively, that he had been recognized by F rance.
In te stimony

whereof, I , the undersigned, &c., &c ., herewith atta ch my nam e, at the Grand

East of N ew York, on the 2 6th day of the 6th month, called Elu], A . M.,

5573 of the Restoration, 2 343 and of the Christian Era, the 2 1 815day of

September, 1 81 3. Signed on the original,
E. DE LA Morn ,

Sm .
K . H ., S . P . B. S.,

Sovere ign Grand Inspector General of the Thirty
third degree, and Il lustri ous Treasurer General

of the Holy Empire in the United States of

Am erica , &c.

Attest. R ichard Biker, K . H .
, S. P . R . S. Sampson Simson, K . H ., S. P.

R . S. ; M. L. M . Peixotto, K . H .
,
S. P . R . S ., Deputy Inspector General ;

J. J . J . Gourgas , K . H .
,
S. P . R . S., Deputy Inspector General.

The next day— viz .

,
September 1 5th , 1 81 3, De La Motta

waited on the Hon . Dewitt Clinton . The following conversa
tion is transcribed

Be it known and rem embered , that at the Grand East of N ewYork on

the 2 oth day of the 6th m onth, called Elul , A . M .
, 5573 of the Restoration,

2 343 ; and of the Christian Era , the 1 5th day of September, 1 81 3 . I , the

undersigned , Emanuel De La Motto, K . H S . P . R . S ., Sovereign Grand In

spector General of the Thirty-third degree , I llustrious TreasurerGeneral of the
Holy Empire in the United States of Am erica , &c ., &c., do hereby declare,
that having called on Il lustrious Brother Sam pson Sim son, K . H ., S . P. R .

S., to accompany me to Mr. Dewitt Clinton , we therefore waited on him and

communicated, that the respect which I entertained of him as a gentleman and

as Grand Master for the State of N ew York. had induced ME to deviate from

the line of MY duty as an Inspector General , at the sam e tim e presenting him

my credentials, on reading which he appeared to be satisfied as to my official
character, and on presenting him with a certainPam phlet or Tableau entitled,
List of the Grand O fficers , Mem bers, H onoraryMem bers, of the Supreme

Council of Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third degree, regularly se
tablished according to the Ancient Constitutional Scottish R ite of Heredom

for the United States ofAm erica, their Territories and Dependencies, held in
the city of New York. A lso of the Grand Consistory of Supreme Chiefs of

Exalted Masonry, and the constituted bodies of its jurisdiction, Anno Lucrs,
581 3. N ew York : Printed by Hardcastle and Van Pelt, N o. 86 N assau

Street, He declared that it was a collusion, and acknowledged he had
signed the said Pamphlet, together with others, at the special request of Mr.
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Thomas Lownds, who had brought them to him for that special purpose. I

asked him if he had seen Mr. Cerneau
’
s Patent, and from whom he had received

the Thirty
-third degree , and had derived his powers for establishing a Grand

Council of the Thirty-third. Mr. Clinton replied that he had never seen any
of his Patents or papers relating thereto, but had depended on the gentlemen
that called on him—to wit—Messrs. Martin Hoffman and John W . Mulligan,
and at their particular request, had som e degrees communicated to him by this

Mr. Cerneau , and observed, he conceived it rather a distinction as Grand Master

of the State. O n my asking if Mr. Cerneau had conferred the Thirty
-third

degree on him , Mr. Clinton replied, it was impossible for him to say, as he did

not recollect, and had as little knowledge of it as his child onwhich I , Eman

UEL DE LA Morn , inform ed M r. Clinton, that I should be com pelled to pub
lish Mr. Cerneau as an m rosron, as I was convinced he had not the powers

he had assumed, but through delica cy and respect for him , (Mr. Clinton)that
I would not take any steps against Joseph Cerneau till he had first seen him

on the subject ; when Mr. Clinton requested m e to suspend any proceedings

against the said Cerneau until he had seen som e gentlem en on the subject. He
then inquired my place of residence, and on being informed, replied, I should
hear from him . Given under my hand and Seal, at the Grand East of N ew

York, under the above specified date.

E. DE LA MO TTA ,

K . H ., S . P. R . S STAMP .

Signed on the original, Sovereign Grand Inspector General of
Witness, the Thirty

-third degree, and I llustrious
SAMPSON Sm son, Treasurer General of the Holy Em
K . H ., S. P. R . S. pire, in the United

'

States ofAmerica ,

&c., &c.

W e have here g iven a statem ent in the wordsof De La Mot

ta him self, in order to avoid the im pu tation of partial dealing .

But it m ust no t be supposed that we believe all that De La

Motta has set down. O n the contrary, we know that m uch of

i t isfalse, and shall g ive the evidence on which that knowledge
i s based. To begin
Mr . De La Motta would lead his reader to believe, that he

knew nothing abou t Mr. Cerneau and his Grand Society until
he cam e on to New York in 1 81 3 , when he learned the fact by
the exhibition of Tableaux , &c. Bu t it is certainly a fact which

cannot be di sproved , that the Grand Consistory forwarded to
the Supreme Council of Charleston , of which De La Motta
professed to be a m ember , on two difierent occasions , long be
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fore the year 1 81 3, copies of Patents, W arrants, Tableaux , &c.
,

giving them ful l notice of form ation, list of O fficers , Mem bers,
&c . They received these docum ents on both occasions , and

De La Motta knew it to be so
,
for he was there at the tim e

nam ed . That body never took any notice of the com m unica

tions sent. Read a portion of the Report of the Grand Con
sistory on this point . They say

Having heard that a Council had existed at Charleston, South Carolina,
which m ight yet be in activity, a circular, with copies of the Patent or W ar

rant , and a list of the members was also t ransm itted thither, and delivered to

the person whose nam e appears as Grand Comm ander, (John M itchell) to the
act approving De La Motta

’

s denunciation. No answer being received,

another was despatched, but with no better success. Your Comm ittee here

will just rem ark, that if the Council at Charleston was a regular body, and
deem ed us usurpers, it was their duty to take instant and efi

'

ectual m eas ures to

arres t our progress . If we were regular, Masonic courtesy, as well as their
obligation, requ ired them to acknowledge us without delay. They have done

neither.

This profound silence and neglect was , of itself, sufi cient to satisfy the

Grand Consistory, that the body at Charleston, if it ever had a lawful exis
tence, was extinct.

"

Em anuel , in his replication , when noticing thi s por tion of

the report , undertakes to g ive directions as it regards the
cou rse of conduct Cerneau shou ld have pursued. He does not
directly notice the fact, but at the close , under the sim ile of a

Ma ster Mason doing certain illegal acts 850 , he says , com

paring the Master Mason with Cerneau
W e m ust be recognized or acknowledged. It is requisite we send copies

of what we shall deem sufiicient of our proceedings , &c. The Grand body
(Suprem e Council of Charleston) under whose jurisdiction he (Cerneau) is
placed , discovering the absurdity of their whole business, &c.,for the p resent,
and for good reasons, takes no notice of it.

”

So then, they did receive the cop ies of the Patent or W ar

rant, with list of m embers, &c .
, bu t for the present, and for

good reasons , take no particular notice of it.” He goes on to

say

This emboldens this worthy Mason and his coad jutors to p rogress som e

tim e after, he and his party declare that very Grand Body, under whose juris
diction he is situated, as being extinct, (m eaning the Charleston Council,)and
all its further acts as insignificant and invalid. And why " Because he and
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his questions , inasm uch as he had g iven a pledge to the Sn

prem e Council, that he would answer no questions on that sub

ject,-but referred De La Motta to the Council for an answer ,
in accordance with said pledge . W hereupon De La Motta
becom es the bully ,

”
and dem ands both the docum ents and the

answers from Cerneau , accom pany ing the sam e with intim ida
ting threats , &c .

Now
, we feel convinced in our own m inds , that Cerneau

acted justly in this encoun ter , and precisely as we wou ld have
acted if we had occupied the position of Cerneau . The least
that can be sa id of it is , that on De La Motta ’s part, it was a

very impudent and arrogant act, and one , that under ordinary
circum stances, would have enti tled him to a forcible ejection
from the prem ises. And the polite forbearance on Cerneau ’

s

part entitles him to all praise . Ye t, because Cerneau thus
acted

,
De La Motta would lead others to suppose that Cerneau

had no au thority whatever , or any docum ents to exhibi t. The

true state of the case , however, when known
,
appears to be

qu ite the reverse of De La Motta ’s conclusions . W e hav e just
proved

,
even by his own statem ents, that he had seen and.

perused these very docum ents in Charleston ,
som e years before

1 81 3 , in which year he v isited N ew York . R ead a portion of

the Report of the Comm ittee of the Grand Consistory on thi s
conversation . They say

Before your Comm ittee di sm iss thi s disgusting m ass of absurdity and

wickedness , which certainly discovers no characteristic of the Chris tian m ora l
ity of our O rder, they beg leave to draw the attention of the Consistory to the

insinuation contained in the words “ having received no satisfaction, &c.
,

which leave it to be inferred that our Sovereign Grand C omm ander was

bound to give such satisfaction. De La Motta has not pretended to allege
that any regular application (which ought to have preceded an accusation for

neglect or refusal,)was m ade to Brother Cerneau . But the m u ltiplied abuses
existing in this country, by m eans of persons falsely pretending to possess the

Exalted degrees , early attracte d the notice of the Grand Consistory, and , con

nected with various ins idious attempts to take advantag e of the deficiency of

our Sovereign Grand Comm ander in the English language, and of the nusus

picious confidence of his character , produced a determ ination to have all ap

plications referred to the Grand Consistory . O f this De La Motta was ap

prised. He was told , if hewished to inspect our documents, he should, by apply
ing to the Grand Cons istory, ha ve all the satisfaction he required, p rovided he
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proved his right to it. Had he pursued this course, his conduct would have
been conformable to that of a person clothed with lawful powers . This

refusal indicates , that he was not willing to exam ine too closely into our pow

ers
,
nor to subm it his claims to that investigation which the Consistory m ight

deem it their duty to m ake.

"

Here the reasons are fully g iven for insisting upon the

pledge given by Cerneau to the Grand Consistory, and when
it is known that De La Motta was waited upon , and assured
that “

if he would apply to the Grand Consistory, he should
hav e all the satisfaction be requ ired

, provided he could prove
that he was en titled to i t — it wil l place the whole m at ter in
quite another form than that which De La Motta has given it.
A gain ,

The supplem ent to the conversation added in the

second docum ent, contains two asser tions , as follows
F irst, That he, De La Motta ,

did ascertain the positive fact,
that the said Joseph Cerneau was not of the Thirty-third de

g ree , nor did he even appear to possess any knowledge of it
whatever , and
Second , That he , Cerneau ,

m entioned positively that the

Grand Consistory had been recognized by the Suprem e Coun
c il of France .

In the first assertion ,
De La Mot ta decidedly went too far .

Perhaps it would have been m ore proper for him to have said ,
that Cerneau did not do or say, any thing which wou ld prove
to him that he was in possession of the Thirty-third degree .

W hether C erneau chose to m ake him self known to De La

Motta or not , is a m atter of very little consequence . I t is
certain that he did not m ake him self known . Nor was he

bound in any way to act any differently ; Bu t when he says
that because Cerneau did not m ake him self known , therefore he

a scertained the positive fact, tha t he had not the degree , nor

d id he know any thing abou t i t, he was clearly guilty of a w il

ful fal sehood . This will be proved by m aking known the

s tanding fact, that all who have been exalted to that degree

by Ce
rneau or his aiders or abettors ,

” from the year 1 80 7 up

to the present tim e, 1 86 2 , have been received and acknow
ledged as such , whether i t be in Europe , the W est India

I slands , Brazil or Sou th Am erica. The Marqu is De Lafayette ,
C ount St . Laurent , Seth Driggs, John W . Mulligan, Joel R.
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Poinsett
,
Joseph Gou in ,

Leblanc De Marconnay, and a great
num ber of others, whose nam es cou ld be m entioned , have all

been received fraternally, and honored in that capacity. Thi s,
to our m inds, is clear and conclu sive proof, that Cerneau did
really and tru ly have the Thirty-third degree .

In the second assertion— viz.
,
that the Grand Consistory

had been acknowledged by the Suprem e Council of France ,
Cerneau told De La Motta the sim ple tru th . So there is no

m ore to be said abou t that , except that if the reader wi ll take
the trouble to turn to the Appendix, Docum ent No. he will
find the acknowledgem ent recorded in the Acts of the Suprem e
Council of France .

The conversation with Hon . Dewitt Clinton , after the inter
view with Cenreau

,
has been u sed freely by these gentlem en to

prove that Mr . Clinton knew nothing abou t the degrees ; and
that after hav ing received them from Cerneau

,
he changed his

m ind, and would have nothing to do with them . Bu t this is
another fal sehood . If Mr . Clinton was of the opinion which
they state, he had am ple O pportunity to m ake it known . I t is
interesting then for us to know ,

at this late day, what course
Mr . Clinton pursued in the prem ises . O ne thing i s certain ,

he

did not leave or forsake the O rder . O n the contrary, he be
cam e devotedly attached to it

,
was a very active m em ber

,
and

continued in its serv ice up to the day of his death
, (F ebruarv

a period of fifteen years after this conversation . O ne

of the last acts of his life
,
was the signing of a Patent of the

Thirty-third for a brother , which happened four days before
his death .

So m uch for De La Motta’s own version of his visit to New
York ,

and what happened to him there . W e will now pro

ceed w ith the rem ainder of De La Motta ’s work . D isappoint
ed and chagrined at his reception by those, whom he expected
to tram ple under his feet— wounded to the qu ick because
his powers were called in question

,
he at once, penned an edict

over his own signature, as K . H .
, S. P . R . S. , Sovereign

Grand Inspector General of the Thirty-third degree , and I llu s
trions Treasurer General of the Holy Empire in the United
States of Am erica, &c .

,
&c.

, expelling Joseph Cerneau and his
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Carolina, had acknowledged it as such . I f he had m ade this
inquiry he wou ld have been the wiser for it. But the honors
which had been heaped upon him ,

m ade him delirious with

joy . In this state of self-contentm ent he m ight have con

tinned , had not the arr ival of docum ents from New York dis
inrhed him . He felt that he could never subm it, and having
m ade all necessary preparations, he came on at once to that
city to

“
stop , crush and publish all such characters.”

W e again refer to the Repor t of the Comm ittee, to show the

O pinion which they entertained of this famou s docum ent. They
say 2

Had it been only communicated to those who, regularly clothed with the
Exalted degrees, were furnished with the m eans to detect its absurdity, the

dignity of the Grand Consistory wou ld have been properly vindicated, in con

signing it without notice to m erited contempt. But the m eans which have

been used to dissem inate it, will not perm it the Grand Consistory to be pas
sive, nor to withhold from the Masonic world the proof that it is but a

m alicious calum ny, in every respect anti
-Masonic, and published with no other

view than the gratification of private malice.

To this effect your Comm ittee subm it their reflections on this extraordi

nary proceeding , on the degrees and powers arrogated by E . De La Motta , a.

native of St. Croix, in theW est Indies, and on the authority of his two chiefs ,

pretending to act in the nam e of a Suprem e Council at Charleston.

F rom these it will appear to what extent ‘De La Motta has relied on the

want of information, and on the credulity of those to whom his m issive has

been sent.

“ I t purports to be the act of an individual, in virtue of his own powers ;

yet affecting to proceed at the special request of a collective body to which he
belongs , and m ust be either his act or theirs. If his own

,
in virtue of exclu

sive authority in him , there could be no necessity, or even propriety, in using
the nam e of the body. I f its previous sanctionwere requisite , why is not that
act prom ulgated with the regular attestations in support of its authenticity "
W herever a derivative authority i s claim ed, it can never be allowed unless ao
companied by a constituent act in its perfect form . But an appro

batory de
cree is subjoined— of whom " O f the body " N o. Two other representa
tives, without credentials, start up to approve, in the name of a Council , the
proceedings of De La Motta and so barren is it of m em bers, that it cannot
supply a Chancellor or Secretary, or K eeper of the Seals, to attest an impor
tant docum ent , directed to all the Masonic bodies of the universe. The reason
m ust be obvious . I t appears from the very instruments, no such Council ever
m ade such request . N 0 such Council in fact exists .

”

(Appendix , Docum ent No .
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This decree of expulsion prom u lgated in December , 1 81 3 ,
was received by the Grand Consistory, and replied to during
the same m onth

,
as the Report of the Comm ittee will show,

but

owing to som e delay on De La Motta ’s part
, arising from dis

satisfaction among the m embers of his Council , it was not sent
forth officially until February, 1 81 4, at which tim e i t was not
sent forth by the Council there , as an official decree , but as an

individual affair by De La Motta over his own signature , ap
proved of by the other m em bers . W e have before rem arked
that i t was circu lated extensively , but m et with a very cold
reception from every Masonic body in the land . Not a single
body gave it even a passing notice , so thorough was the con

tem pt entertained by them all , for De La Motta and the Coun

cil which he pretended to represent. In fact, that body, if such
it could be called

,
had dwindled down to five m embers

,
and

shortly after fell asleep .

”
I t was not roused again until four

or five years afterwards , from cau ses which we shall notice in
their proper place .

This “
m em orable docum ent, with the Reply by the Grand

Consistory ,

”
added to which is “

De La M otta
’

s Rep lication (a
rare docum ent

, occupying nearly fifty pages,)published abou t
one year afterwards , we have g iven in full in the Appendix .

W e have also added such notes as seem ed to be required
,
in

order to correct positive m istakes,” and as they are CO pious,

we shall not repeat them here , but refer the reader to them in

the Appendix
, and recomm end a careful perusal. (See Docu

m ent No.

There are two or three points in De La Motta’s comm unica
tions which , although they have been m entioned before , we
wou ld repeat for the benefit of the reader
F irst, The fact

,
that the Charleston body, De La Motta

being its representative , did not lay any claim up to this tim e ,
1 81 4, to the degrees of Knight of St. fl ndrew and Grand

Inquisitor Judge Com m ander ,
”
in num ber the twenty-ninth and

thirty-first of the system , and in all places in his comm unica
tions , where he speaks of the Consistory, he m entions it as the
Consistory of the Thirtieth , Thirty-first and Thir ty-second de

gree. By referring to the Schedule of the Charleston Council,
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i t will there be seen that they have m ade three degrees ou t of

the Prince of the Royal Secret— viz. , the Thirtieth , Thir ty
first and Thirty-second , m aking no m ention whatev er of the

two degrees above referred to. I t is therefore clear , that they
had no knowledg e of them at that t im e . They al so continued
the K adosch as the Twentv-ninth .

The Secret Institu tes and Consti tu tion
,

upon which they
claim that their new rite is founded , dem ands , in so m any

words
,
that the K night of St . Andrew shall be the Twenty

ninth , K adosch the Thir tieth , and Sov ereign Judge Comm an

der the Thirty-first , in the svstem ,
and the law regarding them

cannot be changed . This will
, perhaps , prove to som e at

least
,
that the Charleston people did not at this tim e even,

1 814
, possess the Secret Constitu tions . O r i f they did , they

either could not read them ,
or else they paid bu t little atten

tion to them .

Second, According to their own statem ents
, Cerneau estab

lished
,
first the Rite of Perfection ,

”
and so published to the

world . Again ,
in 1 80 9 , the published nam e of the R ite in the

N ew York Directory was The Sovereign G rand Council of
Sublim e Princes of the R oyal Secret.

”
Again , on the 5th of

Sep tem ber , 1 81 1 , adv er tized in the daily papers as The Sove

reign Gr and Cou ncilfor the Un ited States of fl m er ica , of Sup rem e

Chiefs q a
'

alted .Masonry . Again ,
F ebruary l st , 1 81 2 . The

Sovereign Grand Cons istory of the United States of fl m er ica , their

Terri tories and Dep endencies . qf Suprem e Chiefs of Exalted .Mason

ry , according to the fl ncient Cons titu tional Scottish R ite of Here
dom .

”
And last , in the sprin g of 1 81 3 , after the recogni tion and

other docum ents had been receiv ed from the Suprem e Council
of France , the Tableau was published by Cerneau , of which De
La Motta so loudly complains . In tha t Tableau the nam e of

Suprem e Council of Grand Inspectors General, Thirty
-third de

gree is fir st borne . But at the sam e tim e
,
i t is declared oth

cially, as has been before stated , that the Grand Consistory is
vested with the sole power of adm inistration and legislation ,

including that of gran ting Constitutions
,
&c . ; and that the

Thirty-third degree is a dignity ,
conferred as the reward of

m erit, and is not invested with any arbitrary or irresponsible
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bodies were antagonistic to it, especially so when the York
R ite was the established system ; and even in France , where

all system s are tolerated
,
treated w ith the m ost m arked

neglect . W ou ld it not be well to inqui re where all those

M asonic fl sylum s were situated , or to be found , ov er the

habitable globe , from whi ch De La Motta expelled Cerneau
with his abettors and followers " And in what direction De
La Motta would go , in order to carry out his often-repeated
threat— viz.

,
that he would pur sue poor Cerneau , wi th his

abettor s and followers , wherever a Masonic body was estab
lished over the earth " He was not recognized any where ,
except in Sou th Carolina his friends were few, even there , and
at any point out of that State , his power of inflicting injury
was sm all

,
as the result of his defam atory and libellou s docu

m ents have clearly proved .

W e will again proceed with the hi story . This controversy ,

which had been comm enced by De La Motta
,
was kept up by

him for m any years afterwards, as the sequel will show ,
both

in the city of New York
,
and also in Charleston

, South Caro
lina

,
by m eans of circular s, and through the public papers.

Failing altogether in consum m ating the purpose which brought
him from Charleston to N ew York ,

he
,
in the m onth of Janu

ary, 1 81 5 , established a r ival Suprem e Council in the city of

N ew York
,
thu s dividing the jurisdiction . Hitherto the

Charleston body had claim ed jurisdiction over the Uni ted
States— now it was to be a Northern and Sou thern jurisdiction .

The article in the Secret Constitution concerning the jurisdio
t ion of Suprem e Councils , declared , that there shou ld be bu t
one Coun cil for each nation . Bu t when this difficulty present
ed itself, it was necessary to accom modate the Constitution to
their acts

,
and so they altered it. De La Motta ' form ed his

new Council as follows
Daniel D . Tompkins , Vice-President of the Uni ted

States, Most Potent Sovereign Grand Com m ander ,
Sam pson Sim son , Lieutenant Grand Comm ander ,
John Gabriel Tardy,
John Jam es Joseph Gourgas,
Moses Levy Maduro Peixotto, R ichard R ike r .
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O ther authors have m ade R ichard R iker
,
Lieutenant Grand

Comm ander instead of Sim son, and established the Council
on the 5th of August, 1 81 3 . They state that De La Motta
m ade these gentlem en Thirty-thirds, that he m ight take them
with him as witnesses to the intended conversations with Cerv
neau . And further, these very m en whom he took with him
on the 1 4th day of Septem ber

, 1 81 3, have testified that Cer
neau knew nothing about the Thirty-third degree , &c . Now

,

how i s it possible that they could have testified in this way , if
they had not received the degree them selves , thu s being m ade
capable judges Ragon

’
s statem ent— viz .

,
Augu st 5th

,
1 81 3

,

on this account , appears to be the m ost reliable. The first
statem ent com es from Brother Pike . R agon also g ives the
Council a larger num ber of m embers than that of Pike . I t is ,
howev er , a m atter of very little consequence , as . the Council
existed but a very short tim e . I t died a natural death .

The following were som e of the reasons which brought this
body to an end . De La Motta, in his Replication , set up the

claim that the Suprem e Council exercised jurisdiction over the

Symbolic degrees , notwithstanding the existence of Grand
Lodges , &c . He says

A lthough Sublime Masons have not , in this country, initiated into the

Blue or Sym bolic degrees, yet their Councils possess the indefensible right of

granting W arrants for that purpose. I t is comm on on the continent of

Europe, and m ay be the case here, shou ld circum stances render the exercise of tha t

power necessary. The legality of this “
right

”
is derived from the highest

M asonic authority in the world (however ready Mr. Cerneau and his gentle
m en have been, tb relinqu ish it at once and in toto, which is another strong

corroborative proof of their irregularity, or else they could never lawfully,
a lienate their rights as Sublim e Masons,)as can be perfectly dem onstrated to
the satisfaction of every Masonic, Judicial or Legislative body.

Throughout the continent of Europe, England, I reland and the W est In

dies , every Sublim e Mason is recognized as a lawful Past Master. In England,
and m any of the States of Am erica , the Grand O fiicers m ust be R oyal A rch

M asons. In Dublin the Grand Master m ust be a Prince of Jerusalem . The

Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third degree have not , as

yet, insisted on it in this country, m erely because these degrees are here but

little known, and less understood. A lso, because they wished to have no inter
ference with the Symbolic degrees. But they are at the sam e time fully con

vinced, that the Sublime Masors are as lawfully m ade Past Masters, under as
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regular and authentic W arrants and Constitutions , as His Royal H ighnms, the
Prince Regent , who is Grand Master of England,”

This doctrine
,
proclaim ed by the founder of the Council , was

being acted upon by this new body, and called forth all the

energies of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York to

suppress i t. The Sov ereign Grand Consistory of Cerneau had
already renounced their r ight over the Symbolic or Blue de

grees, and the Grand Lodge of the State was in harm ony with
that body. And the very decided m easures which those two
bodies m ade use of, towards the De La Motta Council, com

pletely overturned it, as far as initiations of ci ty m embers were
concerned , although it kep t up a nom inal existence for a. tim e,
by the initiation of strangers. Thi s at last ceased

, and the

body was brought to an end.

Ragon g ives the following account

The news of Cerneau
’

s success reached Charleston, South Carolina, and
apparently jealous of the profits he m ade by his initiations, the Jews of the
De La Motta Council of Charles ton, determ ined to contend with him for

the gains. To this cfiect, they sent to N ew York, Emanuel De La Motta,

who, immedia tely after his arrival , elevated to the Thirty
-third degree, several

brothers, and went with them to Joseph Cerneau , in order to interrogate him

on the origin of his powers . He refuses to answer them , or give them any
satisfaction, and it appeared to the Masons who interrogated him (so says Eman

uel,) that he was a stranger to the myste ries. A fter having m ade an am ple
harvest of dollars, and after having constitu ted on the 5th ofAugust , 1 81 3 , a

Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, chiefly Jews in N ew

York city, which had for its first Grand Comm ander, Daniel D . Tompkins,
Vice-President of the United States Emanuel went on his way to propagate
in other parts of the republic , the great mysteries which he claimed to possess,
proclaim ing him self to be the ILLUS'rnrous GRAND TREASURER , and Grand and
Sole H ierophant of the O rder in the Unite d States .

The Jews who had been initiate d by De La Motta , for the purpose of

founding and es tablishing a new Suprem e Council in N ewYork city, were
also traffickers in Masonry, m ore adroit and les s selfish than Mr. Cerneau.

Am ong them were som e honorable and honest persons , not Jews, whose nam es
served that body as a recom m endation and a cloak, and under the shelte r of
these nam es, they reserved for their own profit , all the receptions, dip

lom as ,
Patents , and other m onies received by that body, and the am ount was by no

m eans small. And in order to avoid rendering an account of the sam e. they
convoked their Suprem e Council but very seldom , only when they could not

avoid it, and very irregularly. And at such m eetings of their Council— few
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part, ceased , at least as far as the Grand Consistory in New
York was concerned .

Before leaving this part of the subject, we woul d Ofi
'

er a

passing rem ark upon a. part O f the Rep lication,
” which touches

upon the powers and prerogativ es of a Sovereign Grand In
spector General, which runs thu s

In making such advancem ent, are they uninform ed, that a Suprem e Council

of the Thirty
-third, once constitutionally es tablished, whi le a single m em ber

rem ains , is considered in existence, or that a lawfu l Sovereign Grand Inspec
tor General of the Thirty-third, once appointed , is so for life, unless an im

proper act , or acts of his , should vitiate his powers, which, in such a case, the

withdrawing of his Patents would be the consequence attending his conduct,

and the sam e m ade known to the fraternity.

”

This is the doctrine of their r ite, and although the number

of their m embers had dwindled down to five, yet there were five

m embers. But if none were left but De La Motta, it would
have been all the sam e . H is actions while in New York

,
clear

ly demonstrated that he considered him self the Council , de

facto, and he took upon him self the responsibility. Else how
can we account for the style in which he headed all his conver
sations, edicts and com m unications . They are all worded

,

“ From the Grand Eas t
’
of New York ,

&c .
, &c.

”
He m us t

either have considered him self “

the Grand Eas t wherever he
m ight be , as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General O f the Thir
ty
-third degree, and I llus trious Treasurer General O f the Holy

Em pire in the United States O f Am erica , or else it is proof
positive, that he had, by v ir tue of the powers which he con

ceived him self to be possessed of
, established an East in New

York , by elevating certain brethren to the Thirty-third degree,
and constitu ting them a Suprem e Council, according to the

statem ent of Ragon and others. W e are disposed to believe
the statem ent of Ragon ,

but i t m ay be wrong , nevertheless .
But further, A lthough De La Motta ’

s Suprem e Council con
tinued but a short tim e after its establishm ent, in active O pera
tion,

the individual m em bers of i t (we m ean those that were
left after it becam e inactive ,)all acted upon this principle. A t

last there was bu t one left. He kept up the appearance of a

Council, by comm unications over his own signature as Secre
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tary General , written in his private dwelling , and addressed
to Foreign Masonic bodies, from year to year , thu s leading
them to the belief that the Council was still in active O pera

tion
,
up to the year 1 82 7, in Novem ber O f which year , the

Grand Consistory cam e to a close
,
in comm on with all the

Masonic bodies in the land . Taking advan tage of this circum
stance

,
this honest m an perform ed an exploit which we sha ll

take occasion to speak of in its proper place .

The opposition which De La Motta had m ade to the Sove
reign Grand Consistory in New York , after i t had received
the sanction and acknowledgem ent , of the Suprem e Council of
France , had the effect of arousing inquiry am ong Masons .
They took up the subject deliberately they exam ined into the

pre tensions of both parties , and the result O f their deliberations ,
as m ight have been expected , were in favor of the Sovereign
Grand Consistory . They saw ,

on the one hand
,
De La Motta ,

an O bscure adventurer
,
fu ll of arrogance and foolish preten

sions , wi thou t the color or shadow of au thority from any regu

lar or well organ ized body of Masons
,
laying claim to powers

and prerogativ es , perfectly ab sur d and unheard of by the fra

ternity . They saw his associates whom he had gathered around
him

,
and knew them to be O f the sam e school O f pretenders .

O n the other hand they saw Joseph Cerneau , a poor m an
, a

jeweller by profession— from which he m ade his liv ing— pro

fessing to be in possession of the Exalted degrees , and vested
with power to confer them he gathered around him repu table
and respectable m en

,
su ch as had the confidence of the Masonic

com m unity m en who were high in office in the Grand Lodge ,
Grand Chap ter , and other bodies ; also occupying the highest
O ffices in City and State ; and having ob tained the required
num ber , he placed in their hands all that he was possessed of

,

in order that it m ight be preserved , and be honorably and

honestly transm itted to posteri ty in a regular and lawful way .

Not satisfied wi th having accom plished this, he transm i tted an

account of his proceedings to the Suprem e Council , and Grand
O rient of France , requesting their approval and acknowledge
m ent . In 1 81 2 the acknowledgem ent of the form er arrived .

The latter in 1 81 6 — thu s placing the Grand Consistory on a
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sure basis . And having done this he gave up all into their
hands . They saw the respectab ility of the bodies established
by the Consistory in the variou s State s O f the Union , as well
as in the city O fNew York , and they knew that the m embers
O f the various bodies were fully acknowledged wherever they
sojourned

, either in Europe or Am er ica . W ith all this ev i

dence before them ,
notwithstanding the heavy fire of scurr il

ous abu se kept up by De La Motta they gave in their adhesion
to the . Sovereign Grand Consistory, and from a sm all body, it
becam e, in a very short tim e , a very large one— very influential
— not of pretended Monarchs and Sovereigns , bu t sensible m en
and Masons, willing to im part to the worthy wha t they had
received in a lawfu l m anner

,
and to conduct them selves as up

right Masons should , under the circum stances in which they
were placed .

O n the 30 th O f November, 1 81 6, the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory issued the Edict which m ay be found in the Appendix
(NO . 2 0 , page
And in 1 81 8, a com plete edition of the list of the Grand

O fficer s, Members, &c .
, of the Suprem e Council and Sovereign

Grand Consistory again appeared. I t is to be found in the

Appendix ,
No. 2 0 .
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An advertisem ent appeared in the newspapers som e tim e last winter (1 81 3)
under the sanction of M f

r. Cerneau
’

s Grand Association ,

’
respecting the estab

lishment of a Grand Encampment of
‘

K nights Tem plars, K nights of Malta,
&c., for the State of N ew York. It is another proof of their total want of
reflection or information, being in the m ost pointed and positive opposition

with the sacred engagements of K adosch. To perceive nam es m entioned in their

celebrated Tableaux, as possessing the grade of K adosch
,
designated as Grand

O fficers in that Grand Encam pm ent, a thing so incompatible with the degree of

K adosch,that every true and lawful brother arriving at that degree , m ust shud

der at their improper conduct ; a circum stance , suflicient in itself, to cause

their expulsion from those high degrees . Does not this conduct , am ong their

m any others, evidence their total ignorance of the H igher orders of Masonry"

The Consistory in Rhode I sland had its com m encem en t in
the year 1 81 3 . I ts work was conducted under the au spices of
the I llu strious Brother John A . Shaw ,

a resident of Newport
,

who was one of the m em bers of the Com m ittee which cam e on

to New York ,
and was a t that tim e appointed and regu larly

constitu ted a Depu ty Inspector General for the State of Rhode
I sland . I t was prosperous , and numbered am ong i ts m embers
som e of the m ost respectable citizens of that State . W e say

this knowingly, having had a long and intimate acquaintance
wi th three of the Ancient or original m em bers , who afterwards
becam e residents of the city of New York— viz. , Mr . Noah
Cook , and W illiam and Dav id Coggeshall , also with its R epre
sentative near the Sovereign Grand Consistory , Mr . Thom as
Lownds . I t pursued its work regularly , and existed in very
prosperou s circum stances until the year 1 82 7 a per iod of six
teen years . I t had no r ival or opposition ,

except from De La

Mo tta ,
who

,
in the year 1 814

,
served it with a copy of his

defam atory publications . The replies g iven him by John A .

Shaw and Stephen Deblois will show the m anner in which
those com m unications were received , as well as the opinions
they entertained . They are to be found , verbatim ,

in the lat

ter part of De La Motta’s Replication . See Appendix , Docu
m ent No. 1 9 . De La Motta com plained of them as indecen t
and illiterate . But when one takes into the account the pro
vocation— viz . , a threat to publish them ,

in full
, to the world

,

as Im postors, he will hardly be of the opinion that they are in

decent—but on the contrary, the plain ,
honest, decided opin

ions of m en who believed they were addressing a m ounte
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bank. The only wonder is, that they treated the m atter with
such m ildness.
In 1 81 3 , the Scottish Masons of Lou isiana applied to the

Sovereign Grand Consistory for the establishm ent of a Con

sistory, Thirty-second degree , or Council of Sublim e Princes
of the Royal Secret for the State of Louisiana , to be located in
New O rleans. The prayer of the petitioners was granted , and
the said Consistory was inaugurated and proclaim ed in New
O r leans on the 1 9 th day of June , 1 81 3 , and becam e a depen
deney of the Suprem e Council and Sovereign Grand Consis
tory of the United States , si tting in New York . This account
agrees perfectly with the records , which further state , that the
Most I llu strious Brother John Pinard was appointed Depu ty
Inspector General for that State , and I llustriou s President of
the Council ; and that Jam es B. Durand

,
of New York city,

was the Representative
,
accredited near the Sovereign Grand

Consistory. sitting in New York . The record also contains a
return of the m embers of the Council , and the officers installed ,
which list was afterwards publi shed in the Annuary of 1 81 6 ,

and again in 1 81 8.

Mr . F oulhouse, in speaking of the Consistory, says

The presumptuous circular of the Charleston people of 1 80 2 , had pro

d uced no effect in the Masonic world. I t was despised in the N orth of the

United States , and the pretensions therein expressed were laughed at in

F rance , whilst in the Southern portion of the United States , it was held as a

nullity beneath consideration. The archives of the Grand Consistory, founded

in Lou isiana in 1 81 3 , literally show, that its founders called on the Council
presided over in N ew York by Joseph Cerneau , to obtain the Constitutive

Charter, under which they and their successors invariably worked, until the
form ation of our Suprem e Council in 1 839 , a period of twenty

-six years.

N 0 one in Louisiana , we presum e, will aver, that the wise founders of that
Consistory in 1 81 3 , were ignorant of the denunciations published by Dalcho
a nd his colleagues against Joseph Cerneau and his Council . They held De
La Motta , M itchell and Dalcho as beings of no Masonic value whatever. They

contented themselves with a Consistory, and having Consistorial letters only
to ask , it certainly was imm aterial to them to obtain them , either of De La

Motta or of Joseph Cerneau , and they could have no other object, except that
of working under a competent jurisdiction. The question was not with them ,

one of authority and government, but of m ere obedience, and considering that

they were all honest m en, devoted to their country, connecte d with the most
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respectable fam ilies in N ew O rleans, and fathers of citizens who are still a
cause of honor and pride for Louisiana . is it not to be concluded that they acted ,

as they did in all the rest, as m en of probity, as friends of truth, as defenders
of justice, and that their verdict in that m atter m ust be sacred to us

If we had no other proof of the absolute non-entity of the Charleston
Council, except the public act by which those departed fathers p laced them

selves during their lifetim e under the jurisdiction of the Council of Joseph
Cerneau , notwithstanding the circu lars and orations ofDalcho, and the denunci
ations and libels ofDe La Motta and his assoc iates ,

we would be satisfied there

with, because the worst consequence into which we could then be driven,

would be that of doubt—which is not , however, the case—and that therefore

we would be bound to believe those ancient and irreproachable witnmses, who
had seen, heard, exam ined and decided all, without passion, and withou t per

sonal interest , from the beginning.

”

W e learn from the records of the Consistory , that this body
continued in activ e operation and unin terrupted harm ony with
the parent body up to the v ear 1 82 8, when the labor s of the

Sovereign Grand Consi story w ere interrupted by the An ti
Mas onic excitem ent . But this interruption at the Nor th had
no effect upon them . F or their own records , as well as the his
tory ofMasonry in Louisiana ,

Show tha t thev continued their
work

,
and as there were m anv Scottish Masons in New O r

leans, who were anxious to work the three first degrees after
the Scotti sh m anual , that Consistory wen t on to char ter
Lodges in the Sym bolic degrees . And appended to these
Lodges , were Chapters of Rose Croix and Councils of K adosch.

These acts on the part of the Con sistory led to a correspon
~

dence of som e length between the Grand Lodge of that State
and itself, which was am icably arranged Januarv loth, 1 833 .

The following official letters will explain the sam e in fu ll

N EW O RLEANS, January 1 0 th, 1 833.

The Grand Lodge of the State of Lou isiana , To

The Gfl '

and Consistory of the Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, in the

State of Lou isiana , Sovereign of Sovereigns , Great Prince and I llustrious
Comm ander-in—chief, and ye all Sublim e Princes
Motives of the highest kind for the welfare of the Masonic O rder have de

termined the Grand Lodge of this State, to constitute in its bosom , a. special
cham ber for the Symbolic degrees of Scotch Masonry. Consequently, it begs
this Grand Consistory to divest itself of the right which it has , to constitute
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illustrious body over which you preside, the fraternal and sincere vows, which
the Sovereign Grand Consistory, and all the Sub lim e Princes who compose it ,

will never cease to m ake for your prosperity, and believe, I llustrious brother,
in the true devotedness of your respectful brother,

By order of the Grand Consistory,

A . W . P ICHO 'I ‘, Secretary, pro tem .

In this way this unhappy difference was brought to a close ,
the Consistory being contented to relinqu ish the right of char
tering Lodges in the Symbolic degrees, so long as the Grand
Lodge would consent to au thorize the sam e , and the Grand
Lodge being content to have a r ival rem oved— a r ival to her

power— even at the expense of doing herself, the very thing
which she would not allow her rival to do . A Cham ber for
the Scottish R ite was established in the bosom of the Grand
Lodge , and , as a m atter of course , the Consistory ceased work
ing in any degree below the Fourth , while the Cham ber in the
Grand Lodge for the Scottish R ite , char tered all the

'

Lodges

for which petitions were m ade . This Cham ber continued until
the year 1 850 .

In the year 1 81 6 , the I llustriou s Brother Peter Javain, had
been appoin ted by the Sovereign Grand Consistory , as Depu ty

Inspector General for the State of Sou th Carolina , and soon
after his appointm ent, application was m ade by several brethren
there for the es tablishm ent of the Exalted degrees of Masonry .

A Grand Council of Sublim e Pr inces of the Royal Secret was
according ly established in the city of Charleston , South Caro
lina , the Most W orshipful Thom as W . Bacot , Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge being its first President . He was succeeded
by the Most I llustriou s BrotherJohn S . Cogdill , Grand Senior
W arden of the Grand Lodge . The I llu striou s Brother I saac
M . W ilson , Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge was Senior
Grand W arden ; and the Most I llustriou s Brother Joel R .

Poinsett, who subsequently was appointed Minister to Mexico,
was one of i ts m ost active m embers . I llustriou s Brother Jacob
Schiefi

'

elin was the duly appointed Representative of that Sub
lim e Council , near the Sovereign Grand Consistory ,

and P .

Javain was Representative for the Sovereign Grand Consistory,
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for the State of South Carolina. A full list of the O fficers and
Mem bers will be found, by referring to the published Annuary
of 1 81 8. Appendix, Docum ent No . 2 0 .

The Sublime Council of Princes also established
,
in the city

of Char le ston, a Sovereign Chap ter of Princes of Rose Croix ,
under the definitive ti tle of “

F r iends of Peace.

” I ts President
was Thom as W . Bacot. He was succeeded by Hon. Joel R .

Poinsett. A full list of the O fficers will be found in the Annu
ary before alluded to.

These bodies were established in the city of Charleston ,
and

continued their work in harm ony and prosperity until the year
1 82 7, when they ceased . During all this tim e, I llustrious
Brother P . Javain

,
continued to exercise the functions of Dep

u ty Inspector General for the State of South Carolina , and
R epresentative there , of the Sovereign Grand Consistory of

the United States , and these bodie s were held under his patron
age and inspection .

I t wou ld be vain to suppose that the establishm ent of these
bodies , in the State which De La Motta claim ed as his own

,
and

which State (Masonically)was subject to his nod, should be

quietly passed by . O n the contrary, Emanuel left no m eans
untried to break them down . He tam pered with the m embers
in secret, using all his influence to persuade them to desist in
their undertaking . Finding these m eans useless, he resorted
to public personal abuse through the daily papers there , and
enlisted the feelings of one J. M cCosh, who afterward becam e
a m em ber of hi s body.

‘

I t wou ld be needless to give in full
the publications which appeared over variou s signatures , but
m ore particularly McCosh , in the papers of that city. A few

in Appendix , Docum ent No. 2 1 , w ill serve the purpose . By

these
,
all the others can be judged . Brother P . Javain replied

to them all fully, and too m uch praise cannot be bestowed upon
him for his moderation, and the m anly course of conduc twhich
he pursued throughout the whole controversy, by m eeting
every point at issue, inviting full exam ination of all the docu

m ents,and exposing the vain and foolish pretensions of De La
Motta , in such a m anner, as to convince every one who felt auv
interest in the matter, of the justness of the claim s of the



1 72 SCOTTISH R ITE, AN CIENT AND A CCEPTED.

Grand Council of Princes
, and her subordinate bodies . But

the controversy lasted from the very commencem ent to the

year 1 82 7, when the Council of Princes ceased . And abou t
the sam e period the Charleston body becam e again inactive
and went to sleep .

The Sovereign Grand Consistory, on application , also estab
lished a Grand Council of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret
in the State of Pennsylvania . The Most I llustrious A . J.

Blocquerst was appointed Deputy Inspector General for tha t
State , and Rep resentativ e of the Sov ereign Grand Consistorv .

I llu striou s Brother John F . Burtel was the I llustriou s Pres"
dent. F or a full list of the O fficers and Members, see Annu
ary in. the Appendix , Docum en t 2 0 . This Council also estab
lished a Sovereign Chapter of Pr inces of Rose Croix in Phila
delphia. The Hon. John W . Mulligan was the Representative
for the Grand Council at Philadelphia, near the Sovereign
Grand Consistory. Both the Sublim e Council and its subor
dinate body, the Chapter of Rose Croix , continued in active
operation until the year 1 82 7.

By referring to the Annuary, it will be found that the follow
ing persons were regularly enrolled , and proclaim ed as Deputy
Inspectors General up to the year 1 81 6

The Most I llustriou s Brethren
,

J. Pinard
,
for the State of Louisiana,

John A . Shaw ,
for the State of Rhode I sland,

A . J. Blocquerst, for the State of Pennsylvania,
Peter Javain ,

for the State of Sou th Carolina
,

Louis Le Loup , for the State ofMaryland .

These Depu ties were all appointed for special purpose— Vi a
,

the establishm ent of the degrees of Exalted Masonry in their
several States. I t will be seen that they perform ed their du
ties faithfully ; a Grand Council of Sublime Pr inces of the

Royal Secret, and Sovereign Chapters of Rose Croix , having
been constituted by them in each of the said States. Not

, how

ever , by their own creation, or individual power , as was the
case with all the pretended officers of that grade from the

Charleston body. O n the contrary, they were instructed to
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faithfully warned the whole fraternity against these spurious
and illegal Masons . To Em anuel De La Motta m ay be

attributed all the blam e. From the first hour he becam e a
m ember of the Charleston body, until the day of his death, he
had but little else to do.

It was in consequence of such outrageous proceedings, that
the Sovereign Grand Consistory was obliged to repeat her
circular under date ofNovember , 1 81 6. She had, during that
year, received her acknowledgem ent from the Grand O rient of
France

,
containing a full and official recognition of the justness

and legality of the Consistory for the United States, her Ter
ritories and Dependencies , signed in full assembly, and sealed
in form . If there had been any doub t before, concerning her
regularity, these doubts were now dispelled forever . She not

only had the acknowledgem ent of those two Sovereign bodies ,
but was also in full correspondence with the Sovereign bodies
of Switzerland , Germ any , Holland , Prussia, and other portions
of the continent.
I t was necessary, for the benefit of the craft in this country,

that these things should be khown , and the acknowledgem ents
spread before the world . New bodies were springing up in
every part of the Union under the patronage and auspices of
this travelling pedler. The brethren who were persuaded into
a connection of this kind , by the tools and dupes of De La.
Motta, were being deceived into a belief that his power s were
authentic, and that they wou ld be recognized wherever they
went . And the frequent applications m ade by these new m em

bers and bodies, for reception , at the door s of Sublime Lodges,
Councils , Chapters and Consistories , hailing from the Sove
reign Grand Consistory, and which invariably m et with refa
sal and consequent disappointm ent, m ade it necessary that a
step of this kind should be taken for the general good . They
therefore , issued the docum en t attached to the Annuary, No
vember 30 th, 1 81 6.

This docum ent was printed in the form of a circular
,
signed

by each m em ber and oiiicer of the Comm ittee of General Ad
m ini stration, and forwarded to every regular Masonic body in
the country, and on the continent. The resu lt was good . I t
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brought together all the bodies in the various States which
were regu lar , their docum ents were received , acknowledged ,
sealed and returned , and the pub lished Annua ry of the Con

sistory, which appeared under the Seal , Stam p and signatures
of tha t body, contained a full list of O fficers

,
Mem bers , Repre

sentatives , Locations, Correspondence, &c. In the year 1 81 8,

a third and enlarged Annuary was published , a copy of which
is attached to the Appendix , No. 2 0 .

By referring to the Annuary, i t will be seen that The Most
I llu striou s Brother Germ ain Bacquet, First Representative
of the Grand Master of the Grand O rient of France

,
President

in the Suprem e Council of R ites, Grand Com m ander of the

Sovereign Grand Consistory of France , is R epresentative for
the Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United States of

Am erica
,
near the Grand O rient.

J. J. I tter
,
R epresentative near the Suprem e Council of

Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third degree for the
I sland of Jam aica .

That the Sovereign Grand Consistory was in full correspon~

dence with the Sovereign Grand Lodge, Astrée, of Russia, sit
ting at St . Petersburg ,

and that
The Most I llu str iou s Brother Joseph Cerneau ,

was the ao

credited R epresentative from the Grand O rient of France, Su
prem e Council of R ites, and Sovereign Grand Consistory, near
the Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United States, their
Terr itories and Dependencies.



C H A P T E R S EVE N T H .

F URTHER PRO GRESS O F THE AN CIENT CO NSTITUTIO NAL

SCO TTISH R ITE O F HEREDOM .

F rom 1 81 8 to 1 82 8.
— Disappearance of the De La Motta-Gourgas Suprem e

Council .— St. John ’

s Hall.— Henry Marsh— Edict concerning D
’

Glock D ’

O bernay.
— W ithdrawal of J . Cerneau as Grand Com m ander, and becom es

H O NO RARY in 1 82 1 .
—Succeeded by Hon. John W . M u lligan as Grand

Comm ander, 1 82 2 ._ Seth Driggs appointed a Deputy Inspector General for
the Island of Trinidad — Hon. John W . Mu lligan resigns in 1 82 3, and is

succeeded by Hon. Dewitt Clinton as Grand Comm ander.
— Edict issued

denouncing the Suprem e Council of Charleston, South Carolina — List of

Consistories .
—The Marqu is De Lafayette arrives in the United States and

is exalted to the Sublim e degrees in 1 82 4.
— Charter granted by the Sove

reign Grand Consistory for a Sovereign Chapter R ose Croix , by title ,
“LAFAYETTE .

— List of O fficers— R ichard S. Spofi
'

ord, M . D . , of N ewbury
port, Mas sachusetts, exalted to the Thirty

-third degree, and appointed

Deputy Inspector General for the State of M assachusetts , 1 82 5. In 1 82 6 ,

David Jewett, an O ffi cer in the Braz ilian service, appointed Deputy Inspec

tor General for the Empire of Brazil— 1 82 7, Anti-Masonic excitem ent .

1 82 8, Death of Hon. Dewitt Clinton — Henry C . Atwood .
— Libels on

Joseph Cerneau answered — Differences examined between the Sovereign

Grand Consistory of the ‘Ancient Constitu tional Scottish R ite of Heredom ,

’

and the Suprem e Council of Charleston of the “ Ancient and Accep ted

R ite.

HAVING reached the year 1 81 8, in which it m ay be said with
truth , that the Sov ereign Grand Consistory , and Suprem e

Council of Cerneau ,
was established upon a firm foundation,

by having completely overcom e and destroyed all opposing
bodies in New York ,

we will now proceed w ith the history up
to the year 1 82 8, a per iod of ten years , dur ing which, but little
else was done than transacting the regu lar business of the

body. The pretended Council of De La Motta
,
with Gourgas

at its head , had disappeared . Many m embers in connection
with that branch , had united with the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory, and the rem aining ones were scattered . But still

,
those

who were left, m anaged to find cu stom ers for the degrees , who
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of the Grand O rient
, a renewed letter of acknowledgem ent

signed in full assembly by the O fiicers and Members of the Sn
prem e Council of R ites . This correspondence was kept up
until the year 1 82 7.

During the year 1 82 2 the officer s rem ained unchanged . In

the mouth of September
,
Seth Driggs, a m em ber of the Cou sis

tory, was appointed Depu ty Inspector General for the I sland
of Trinidad

,
and carried with him the necessary powers for

form ing and constituting a Sovereign Grand Council of Princes
of the Royal Secret, together with subordinate bodies, and also
of constituting a Grand Provisional Com m ittee at Port of
Spain

, I sland of Tr inidad . This Councilwas regularly form ed
in that island , and Brother Driggs acted in the capaci ty of

Deputy Inspector General there , and R epresentative of the

Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United States of Am erica,
near that body.

(See Appendix , Docum ent No .

During the year 1 82 3 , the Hon . John W . Mulligan retired
from the office of Sovereign Grand Com m ander , and the Hon.

Dewitt Clinton was elected to fill his place . A full lis t of the
ofiicers for this year will be found by referring to the statisti
cal account of the Sovereign Grand Consistory, which follows
the conclusion of the history .

An Edict was issued Novem ber 1 4th
,
by the Sovereign Grand

Consistory, in consequence of the sham eful proceedings of

Em anuel De La Motta and others
,
who were connected with

the Charleston body already alluded to over the signature of
Joseph McCosh.

(See Appendix, Docum ent No.

By this docum ent it will be seen ,
that the Consistory had

granted Patents for the form ation of Grand Councils of Princes
of the Royal Secret, Thirty-second degree , and Capitu lary
Charters for Sovereign Chapters of Rose Croix at the follow
ing places— viz .

New York , State of New York ,
Newport, State of Rhode I sland

,

New O rleans , State of Louisiana
,

Charleston, State of South Carolina,
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Philadelphia ,
State O f Pennsylvania,

Baltim ore
,
State O f Maryland ,

Norfolk , State ofVirginia ,
Havanna , I sland O f Cuba,

Mayaguez , Puerto R ico,

Cum ana
l Republic of

Barcelona,
gSouth Am erica,Laguayra ,

in all of which States or I slands the Consistory had appointed
Representa tives , Depu ty Inspectors General , residing therein .

The perusal O f this , in connection with other docum ents in the
Appendix , will show the undying enm i ty , entertained by the

Jew ,
De La Motta , toward all persons , who were in any way

connected wi th the Sovereign Grand Consistory . The closing
passages O f the Edict are recom m ended to the brethren ; the
assertion being again repeated , concerning their recognition
and acknowledgem ent, with an earnes t appeal to the brethren ,

to abstain from all public controv ersy upon this subject.
During the year 1 82 4 the officers continued the sam e . O n

the 1 5th O f August , the Marqu is De Lafayette landed in the

city of New York . He was received as the nation ’s guest,
and during this year was exal ted by the Consistory to the

Thir ty-third and last degree of Masonry . And subsequently
was m ade Honorary Grand Comm ander . O n his re turn to

France , he was received , acknowledged and proclaimed by the
Grand O rient.
O n the 2 2 d of Novem ber , the Consistory granted a Gapitu

lary Charter for a Sovereign Chapter O f Rose Croix , under the
distinctive title O f

“
Lafayette, for the valley O f N ew York .

The following are the O fficers nam ed in the Charter

Bros . O liver M . Lownds , President,
Garritt Morgan, Grand Senior W arden,

Henry Marsh
,
Grand Junior W arden .

(See Appendix , Docum ent N O .

This Chapter m et in the Consistory room sem i-m onthly, and
has preserved its existence through storm and sunshine up to

the present day.
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In 1 82 5 there was no change in the list of officers . But an

application was m ade to the Consistory during the m onth O f

January , by R ichard S . Spofl
'

ord, M . D .
,
residing at Newbury

port, Massachusetts, for exaltation ,
which request was g ranted ,

and at a subsequent m ee ting O f the Consistory , Doctor Spof

ford was appointed Depu ty Inspector General for the State of

Massachusetts , and clothed w ith full power to open and con

stitute a Sovereign Chapter of R ose Croix, and also to form a

Grand Council of Sublim e Princes of the R oyal Secret for that
S tate . That Brother has acted in his ofiicial capacity in that
Sta te up to the present day . He

’

is new advanced in life , and
is one of the m ost respectable Masons in the State . F or a

copy O f Patent, see

(Appendix , Docum ent N O .

In the m onth of Novem ber , 1 82 6 , Mr . Dav id Jewett, Thirty
third

, and m em ber of the Sovereign Grand Consistory , an

O fficer in the Brazilian service , was appoin ted Depu ty I nspector
General for the Em pire O f Bra zil , with Consistorial powers .
F or the par ticulars of which the reader is referred to Appen
dix

,
Docum ent No . 2 6 .

A R epresentative , and Depu ty Inspector General for the

S tate of Virg inia was also appointed this year , in the person
O f the I llu strious Brother John P . Schisano ,

form erly Secretary
General of the Consistory. His residence was Norfolk

,
Vir

g inia , to which city he had rem oved .

The O ffices continued to be filled by the sam e persons during
the year 1 82 6 , and no event occurred wor thy of note . The

work of the O rder progressed as u sual, a great number of new

m em bers were received , and the presen t year m ay be consid

ered as the period when the Masonic institution in the United
States enjoyed unprecedented popular ity.

1 82 7, A m em orable year for Masonry throughou t the North
ern section of the United Sta tes. The officers O f the body
were unchanged . The Anti-Masonic

, or Morgan excitem ent
broke out in the early part of this year , carrying desola tion in
its course. The Sovereign Grand Consistory suffered in com

m en with other Masonic bodies , and i t appears by the records,
that the labors of the body were brought to a close by com
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at which tim e the works of the Consistory ceased . This is a

sim ple fact—it cannot be disproved , and needs not a single
word additional

,
to contradict the base and false assertions

m ade by De La Motta and his su ccessors .

”

W e repeat, that this is a m atter of history, prov ed by its
own records and docum ents, and corroborated in full by m any
living W itnesses at the present day, am ong the num ber of W hom
m ay be m entioned Hon . John W . Mulligan, Joseph Bouchaud ,
Seth Drigg s, Dr . R ichard S . Spofiord , and m any others

,
whose

nam es it i s unnecessary to particularize here . How then do
m any of the denuncia tion s appear which have been so freely
dealt ou t concerning poor Mr . Cerneau , his abettors and fol
lowers In what light do their statem ents appear In Mr .

Lamarre ’s pam phlet, page 90 , we read

But if our readers wish to know the acts of that ‘
notor ious impostor ,

Joseph Cerneau ,

’

than whom there never was a greater falsifier, except Mr.

F oulhouze him self, we refer them to Clavel, H ist. Pit. de 13.Mac , page

Again,
sam e page

Mr. F oulhouze, in his attem pts to prove the genu ineness and legitim acy of
the selfs tyled Grand Consistory established June 1 9th, 1 81 3 , in N ew O rleans,
by Joseph Cerneau , will take good care to conceal that the said Joseph Cer
neau

’

s powers emanated f rom the Sup rem e Co uncil of F rance , that ALL the Ma

sonic bodies established by him were D EMO LI SHED ALL his Masonic acts annul
led as irregular, and himselfdenounced and expelled, in 1 81 3—1 4, as one unwor

thy O f being a Mason, both by the SUPREME COUNCI L O F CHARLESTON ,

’
and

by the GRAND O R IENT or F RANCE ,

’

&c .

”

W e confess this to be altogether new. W e were not

aware before , that all Cerneau
’

s powers em anated from The

Supreme Council of F rance,
”
that all or any of the bodies estab

lished by Cerneau w ere dem olished or that he was ever de
nounced or expelled by the

“
Grand O rient of F rance.

”
That

these acts w ere perpetrated by the m ountebank ,
De La Motta

,

on his indiv idual responsibility, we knew before
,
and if the

author of the above is disposed to m ake him The Suprem e

Council of Charleston ,

”
we cheerfully accord him the privilege .

M . Sam ory also says, page 2 1
O n the 2 1 st of Septem ber, 1 81 3 , V . E., the two Suprem e Councils of the

United States O f Am erica (viz.
, Charleston and N ew York,) denounced Cer
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neau , who had the pretension to establish a Suprem e Council in N ew York,
and the consequence of this denunciation was, to unm ask an m rosron trading

in Masonry.

”

N ote by fl uthor .
— The denunciation here spoken of is by De

La Motta . If M . Samory is disposed to apply the nam e of

two Suprem e Councils of the United States to this travelling
pedler , he i s welcom e to the privilege . The denunciation O f

which he speaks , is De La Motta’s pam phlet
,
and m ay be

referred to in the Appendix . How m uch of a Suprem e Coun

cil there was in the city of Charleston at this period we

have already shown . And as it regards the Suprem e Council
a t New York ,

the records of the present Charleston Council
d eclare that De La Motta m ade a Council there in January ,

1 81 5, nearly two years later . If M . Sam ory
’
s assertion be

c orrect about the date , it falsifies the Charleston record
,
and

PROVES that De La Motta did , in the m onth of Augu st, 1 81 3 ,
elevate Sam pson Sim son,

M . L . M . Peixotto
,
J. J. J. Gourgas,

a nd R ichard R iker to the Thirty-third degree , and form them
into a pretended Suprem e Council , as Ragon has already said .

But further

The Suprem e Council O f Cerneau had but a short existence, but his num er

ous victims have not forgotten HI S IMPO STURES , even at this day.

“ In 1 82 7, another attem pt to revive the Suprem e Council of Cerneau , was
m ad e by H enry C. A twood. This did not succeed. However, this usurpation

of the rights of the Suprem e Council of the N orthern Jurisdiction of the

United States of Am erica , was imm ediately denounced in a protest , under date

of A ugust 6th, 1 82 7, and singed by J . J . J . Gourgas as Most Puissant Sove

reign Grand Com m ander.

“ The Suprem e Council of A twood , which appointed J . Cross to succeed

him , was unable to resist this denunciation, and ceased its labors.
”

W e m ake no com m ent upon the first paragraph . The m erit
of that, the reader can determ ine for him self. But to the

second , we say that the Sovereign Grand Consistory of Cer

neau ,
which contained the Suprem e Council within itself, in

precisely the sam e way as the Grand O rient O f France contains
her Suprem e Council , did not cease i ts labors until the m onth
of Nov ember , 1 82 7, therefore there could be no attem pt to
REVIVE it. Furthermore , Brother A twood was not a m em ber
of the Suprem e Council in 1 82 7, nor was Gourgas a Com man
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der
,
except in his bed-room . SO the whole of this statem ent is

m anufactured.

”

Mr . Cross did not succeed Mr . A twood until the year 1 851 ,
a period O f twentyfour years after this date— v iz.

, 1 82 7 . Mr .

Atwood had been Grand Com m ander for eight or ten years be
fore this period . Gourgas did not becom e a Grand Com m ander
un til 1 848

,
and the denunciation to which M . Sam ory alludes ,

was not issued until after Mr . Cross becam e Grand Comm an
der— viz., 1 851 The Supr em e Council of fl twood,

”
as he is

pleased to denom inate it, i s at thi s present writing— 1 86 2 — in

existence is in a v ery healthy and flourishing condition ,
and

has been so from its com m encem ent, as we shall shor tly see .

SO m uch for the correctness O f this part O f the sta tem ent m ade
by M . Sam ory . But again, sam e pag

Another Suprem e Council sprung up also in N ew York, under the Presi
deney of Elias H icks : it ha d but a nom inal existence . I t was likewise de
nounced as ha ving no legal authority.

”

W e confess ourselves at a loss to understand what the author
O f the above m eans by a

“
nom inal eai stence. The Suprem e

Council to which he alludes
,
comm enced in 1 83 2 , and contin

ued its existence un til 1 846
,
a per iod of four teen years , as the

records show . I t was acknowledged by the Suprem e Council
of France, at which the R epresentative Lafayette was located ,
the Suprem e Council of Belgium ,

and the Suprem e Council of
Brazil with all of which powers the United Suprem e Council
was united by treaty See Docum ent 2 8, par t 2 d . As i t regards
the assertion that itwas denounced, every Mason who is at
all acquainted with the subject, knows, that not a single body
on the face O f the habitable globe

“
denounced

” that Council
,

always excep ting the Suprem e Grand Council O f Charle ston,
South Carolina , and all well inform ed Masons have long since
determ ined the standard , by which the denunciations of that
body are to be judged .

I t wou ld be a needless ta sk to correct all the m is-statem ents
m ade by different parties from De La Motta down to the

present tim e. F or the present we will desist, and go on with
the history, but shall refer to them again as the occasion m ay
requi re.
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W e will now devote a short space to the exam ination of the

two bodies, and point out the differences between them . The

difference will be evident .
F irst, in the nam e.

”
Thus , the body at Charleston claim s to

have established in 1 80 1 , an entire new rite, consisting of

thirty-three degrees, and has giv en it the nam e of the fi ncient

and .dccepted Scottish R ite.
” They drop all other names, and

declare this one to be the distingu ishing feature of their system .

I t is quite unnecessary for m e again to go over the ground ,
showing in what way this new r ite is com posed, and how it has
been m ade up . That we know already. This nam e has been
continued up to the present tim e .

The body known as the
“
New York body,

”
the

“
Cerneau

Council, the Consistory, called its rite The fl ncient

Constitu tional Scottish R ite of Heredom .

”
This nam e, and style

was taken up at the comm encem ent in 1 807, and continued ,
without variation ,

up to 1 82 7, the period of its end, brought
abou t by the anti-m asonic excitem ent

, as may be proved
from all the published and written docum ents, emanating from
that body, whether Tableaux , Circulars, W arrants

,
Patents

,

Records, &c. The rite , like the other , consisted of thirty
three degrees , but were som ewha t different in their arrange
m ent, being derived from the Grand O r ient O f France , and not

from the Suprem e Council of France . I t has before been ex

plained how the Grand O r ient cam e into the possession of

them , and how, and by what m eans the system was comp leted ,
and m ade known in 1 805, at the rupture with the Suprem e
Council O f France, at which tim e the Grand O rient established
Suprem e Council of its own . The two degrees known as the

Knight of St. fl ndrew and Grand Inqu isitor Com m ander

it had and possessed , long before they were known to the

Charleston body. They were not m entioned by that body , in

its Schedule or claim ,

”
or taken up by them until they had

m anufactured their Secret Constitu tions
,
in which they laid

claim to them , and they were publicly inserted in their Schedule
by De LaMotta , after the year 1 81 4. Up to that time K adosch

was numbered as the Twenty-ninth degree , and the Thirtieth ,
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Thirty-first and Thirty-second was the Sublim e Prince of the
Royal Secret. The Comm ander of the Temple was in

possession of the Grand O rient for years before Montm ain
conferred it in Charleston as a de tached degree.

Second, In the governm ent of the bodies. The body at

Charleston declares itself to be a Suprem e Grand Council of
the Thirty

-third and last degree, composed of Sovereign Grand
Inspectors General , nine in number , which Council is the

governing body of the whole order
, of all Masonic degrees ,

Ancient and Modern. I t claim s to be a body O f the last
resor t, and from whose decisions there is no appeal.
The body at New York styled itself .

the
“
Sovereign Grand

Consistory . I t was com posed O f all the Chiefs of Exalted
Masonry, Thirty-second and Thirty-third degrees. I t was the

governing body O f the r ite which it claim ed to work , and did
not m eddle with any other . In other words, the name of

Sovereign Grand Consistory was m erely another term for

O rient or East,
” like the Grand O rients of France, Brazil and

New Granada. They are Easts which have Suprem e Councils
in their “ bosom ,

as they them selves are pleased to speak .

All the subordinate bodies are under their control . The

Consistory conferred no degrees whatever , but occupied pre
cisely the sam e posi tion as Grand Lodges occupy toward their
subordinate Lodges. The Grand Consistory was vested with
the sole power O f adm inistration and legislation, including that
of granting Constitutions in all the degrees which apper tain
to Exal ted Masonry.

Third , In the powers granted to, and claimed by the Sove
reign Grand Inspectors General O f the Thirty-third degree , in
their individual capacity .

The Charleston body declares, tha t each and every Sove
reign Grand Inspector General of the Thirty-third degree , is
m ade so for life, and is a

“ SOVEREIGN IN MAsONRY
”
in his

individual capacity, wherever he m ay be . Hence, he has the
right to initiate m embers or to take m en who know nothing of

Masonry, and initiate them into the first three degrees, and so

on ,
up to the last or Thirty-third (but not into Thirty

-third).

Also to inspect the work of all Lodges, Chapters, Colleges and
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Consistories , and to direct the sam e . Also to constitu te Blue
Lodges , Chapters , Encampm ents, &c .

,
in the face of any ,

or all

other au thor ity ,
and a var iety of other things . They profess

to be beyond the reach of accusation , trial or discipline . and

are 1 1 1 fact, the rulers of all Masonic bodies in their indiv idual
capacity . The Pa ten ts issued by tha t body contain the follow

ing words And we hereby au thorize, and em power for life ,
our said I llus triou s Brother , to Establish , Congrega te . Super in

tend and Instruct , Lodg es , Chap ters . Colleges , Consistories
and Councils, of the Roy al and Military O rder of Ancient and
Modern Free Masons , over the surface of the two hem ispheres ,
agreeab le to the Grand Consti tu tions .

”
They

“
waive their

r igh t over the first three degrees , but can take it again when
they please .

The New York body declares , that the establishm en t of a

Grand Consistory or East absolutely supersedes the individual
au thority of Sov ereign Grand Inspectors General , in the regu

lation and gov ernm ent of the order . As to this degree of

Sovereign Grand Inspector General , in rank the Thirty-third ,
the laws and regulations direct the m anner in which the m em
bers on whom it is conferred , shall be selected . I t is a dignity

g ranted as the reward of m erit and experience . Those who
are inv ested with it , do not possess the arbi trary and irrespon

sible power
,
which som e

,
who profess to act under Secre t Con

titutions , im ag ine they are au thorized to exercise . This body
never pre tended to hav e any control over the first three
degrees .
F ou r th, The Constitution and Laws which govern them .

The Charleston body is based upon the Consti tu tion and

Institu tes whi ch hav e been attribu ted to Frederick of Pruss1a
said to hav e been m ade in 1 786 and pretends to retain all the

r ights and im m un ities therein contained . W e do not think it
necessary to particularize . They are to be found in the Ap

pendix
— Docum ent 2 8 and 2 9 .

The New York body ,
in comm on with the Grand O rient of

France , repudi ates that Cons titution , the Institu tes , the whole
history rela ting to Frederick of Pru ssia

,
and declares itself to

be governed by the General Laws and Statutes of Free Mason
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R iker and Daniel D . Tompkins
, and afterwards declared them

a Suprem e Grand Council for the Northern Jurisdiction, be

sides a host of other appointm ents which it is needless to

m ention .

O f the history ofAbraham Jacobs, and the m anner in which
he received the degrees, the reader is already inform ed . I t ap

pears under his own hand, that all the Sublim e degrees which
he ever receiv ed , were conferred upon him by individuals, that
he was never received into any regular body ,and all the power
or authority that he ever had ,

was this sam e indiv idual power .

From 1 804 up to the day of his death, he resided in the city of

New York and it is a well known fact , that whenever called
upon,

Jacobs never hesitated to confer the degrees upon all

who would pay him well for them ,
holding him self accountable

to no person , or body of Masons
,
and infringing upon the laws

of the O rder , as often as he could get a favorable O pportuni ty .

The reader is referred to the Circular of 1 81 2 , and to the

Patents published in the Appendix , issued by the Sovereign
Grand Consistory . Let us exam ine

,
for a mom ent

,
the Patent

of Brother Seth Driggs .
F irst, As a m ember of the Consistory, he is appointed Depu ty

Inspector General for the I sland of Trinidad
,
to the end that

he m ay establish in the town Port of Sp ain ,

”
I sland of Trini

dad , a Grand Prov isional Comm ittee of Sublim e Princes of the
Royal Secret, and will call to his aid all the regu lar Sublim e
Princes of the Royal Secre t in the island

,
and send to the

Sovereign Grand Consistory a true account of his proceedings,
in order to obtain the ratification of the sam e . The Grand
Provisional Com m i ttee, thus established and gov erned by

Brother Driggs , shall then solici t from the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, a Charter for the establishm ent of a Sovereign
Chapter of Princes of Rose Croix

,
and a Constitu tional Patent

for the establishm en t of a Grand Council of Sublim e Princes
of the Royal Secret for the said island of Trinidad

,
and to be

careful that the Statu tes and General R egulations of Exalted
Masonry , and particularly those of the Sovereign Grand Con
sistory, are carefully observed .

Second, That when the Grand Council of Princes of the
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Royal Secret shall be so established in the island aforesaid,
fu ll and absolu te power shall be concentrated in that body.

Third, Appoints him to the duty of inspecting the regularity
of proceedings on all occasions , &c.

Bu t the Patent of Brother Spofi
'

ord , of Newburyport , Massa
chusetts, is still m ore decided and clear
F irst, His regular m embership with the Con sistory is de

clared .

Seco nd, He is clothed with the dignity of Depu ty Inspector
General for the State of Massachusetts.
Third, He is clothed with full power and au thority to ele

vate seven Masons (already regularly adm itted to the three
first degrees), whom he shall deem worthy by their virtues and
their zeal for the Royal Art, to all the degrees of Exalted
Masonry, from the Fourth degree , or Secret Master , to the

Thir ty-second degree , or Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret,
both inclu sive , to the end that he m ay establish in the said
State, a Grand Provisional Com m ittee of Sublim e Pr inces of
the Royal Secret , and in doing which he is requ ired to call to
his aid

,
all the Sublim e Pr inces in the vicinity thereof, whom

he shall know to be reg ular , &c .

F ou rth, That as soon as a Grand Council of Sublim e Princes
of the Royal Secret , in and for the State of Massachu setts

,

shall be established , the individual and absolute power hereby
abovem entioned , vested in our said Brother Spofi

'

ord
, shall

cease and term inate, and the sam e authori ty and power shall be
and is hereby declared to be transferred , concentrated and

confined to the aforesaid Grand Council for the State of Massa
chusetts .

F ifth, The right of Inspection of Proceedings and W ork is

g iven him and m ade obligatory upon him as a du ty .

Added to these two Paten ts there are others— also we m ay

m ention every public circular and m anifesto which em anated
from the Consistory. These quotations are, however , deem ed
sufficien t to show what powers were conferred upon Deputy
Grand Inspectors, how long , and under what condi tions they
continued , and when they ceased .

The charge so repeatedly brought against Cerneau , viz.,
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that he acted as an individual Inspector and conferred the

Exalted degrees on persons, and the sam e charge again st the

body itself, and against individual Inspectors , is entirely dis
proved . In all cases where the Sublim e degrees were con

ferred , the applications were m ade in the proper and constitu

tional form , the sam e were brought before the General Com

m ittee of Adm inistration,
passed upon , and referred to the

proper bodies for com pletion. W here the applicants were
residents, they were invariably obliged to pass through the

subordinate bodies in regular succession ,
as in York Masonry,

and then receive the rem aining degrees as prescribed by the
General Statutes . W here the applicant was a foreigner , or a

resident abroad , the application passed through the sam e
course , and arrangem ents were com pleted for the assemb ling
of the Consistory on his arrival . But the work itself was
always done by the subordinate bodies in a Constitu tional
m anner , and the Diplom as, Patents, Powers, &c.

,
were always

passed upon , at the m eeting of the Sovereign Grand Consis
tory, and confirmed .

The records are full of applications of this kind , together
with the votes upon the sam e . In the list of m embers of the
Uni ted Suprem e Council subsequently established

,
publi shed

in 1 83 2 , will be found m any of the nam es which appear on the
m inu tes . Those nam es were copied from the records of the
Consistory. And we have in our possession the correspon

dence of two of the Deputy Inspectors General , residing in
foreign lands, together with the replies m ade to their Petitions
by the Consistory , through their Grand Secretary , Elias
Hicks , in which he notifies them that their applications had
been reg ularly brought before the body, acted upon

,
confirm ed ,

and requesting to know from them the certain date on which
they wou ld be present, in order that the Consistory shou ld be
full , and the m embers residing at a distance be notified to at

tend . So carefu l was the Consistory in thi s m atter, that in
one or two cases which occurred in 1 82 5, the applicants were
disappointed, and were obliged to remain in the city one or

two weeks , in consequence of the absence of one of the m em

bers of the Grand Comm i ttee of General Adm inistration .
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F OUNDATIO N IN NEW YO RK O F THE AN CIENT AND

A CCEPTED RITE.

1 82 7. Anti-Mas onic excitem ent — W illiam Morgan
— David C.M il ler.

— Con

vention of Seceding Masons — A Political m ove— Union of the two Grand

Lodges of the State of N ew York — Effects of the Storm — The exploit of
J . J . J. Gourgas, and the body at Charleston in 1 82 8.

— The establishm ent
of the United Sup reme Council for the Western Hem isphere in 1 832 .

Count St. Laurent — Proceedings of the Sov Gr Consis tory.
—Propo

sition for a Union— Treaty between the Sov . Gr Consistory and the

Suprem e Council for Terra F irm a , South Am erica , Mexico, &c.
— Its Rati

fication — Treaty entered intowith the Suprem e Council for F rance, Suprem e
Council for Belgium and Suprem e Council forBrazil , with the Constitutions
of 1 762 , and the Secret Institutes of 1 786 attached — Dissensions in the

body — Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter.
— Henry Marsh, Henry C . A twood

and W illiam F . Piatt .— List of O fficers of the United Suprem e Council .
Count St. Laurent returns to F rance — R atification of the Treaty

— Grand

Lodge of the State of N ew York in 1 837.
— The A twood difiiculty.

—Par

ticulars.
-O rganization of St. John’

s Grand Lodge
— Bodies Chartered by

that Body
— Henry C . Atwood.

-Correspondence of the Suprem e Council
of Brazil with the United Suprem e Council .— D issolution of a branch of

the United Suprem e Council in 1 846.
— The other branch of the Council

takes its place and succeeds it.— Suprem e Council for Lou isiana — Jam es
F oulhouze — Extract from the Report to the Grand O rient of F rance.

John Gedge.— A lbert G . Mackey.
— Grand Lodge of Louisiana— L . Lade

bats address.
— Dissensions in the Suprem e Council for Louis iana—N ew

Suprem e Council form ed there — The Consistory of J . Gedge .

THE year 1 82 7 was the com m encem ent of a long night in
Masonry . I t was the year in which the Anti-Masonic excite
m ent broke ou t, carrying everything before it in its course . I t

swept through the difierent Northern
, Eastern and North

W estern States with great violence and rapidity, and continued
for a period of ten years without m uch abatem ent, subsiding
altogether abou t the year 1 840 .

To those Masons who were living , and lived through these
dark '

and trying tim es to the O rder
, a m ere m ention of the
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fact would be sufficient. But as a majority of the Masons now
living have becom e connected with the institution ,

long after

this excitem ent had passed away, and was , in a m easure , for
gotten , we have thought proper to give a short sketch or out

line of the m atter , that those of the O rder who are unac

quainted with the particulars of the transaction
,
m ay under

stand the reason why that nam e was g iven , and the cau se from
which it had i ts origin .

W illiam Morgan was a native of the State ofVirginia , and

a m ason by trade . Hav ing by his industry, accum ulated a

fund sufficient for the purpose
,
be com m enced business as a

trader , or m erchant, in R ichm ond ,
in that State . He here

m arried his wife , and rem oved from Virginia in the fall of
1 82 1 , com m encing the business O f a

'

brewer , near York , in Up
per Canada . The destruction of his establishm ent by fire

,
re

duced him from a com fortable situation to pover ty , and ren

dered it necessary for him to resum e his trade of a m ason .

W ith tha t intention,
he rem oved to Rochester in this State

,

where he labored at that business for som e tim e . From
Rochester he rem oved to Batav ia , in Genesee County, where
he worked at his trade until a short tim e before he was carried
away from his hom e and fam ily.

Som e tim e in the year 1 82 6 , rum ors were heard that Morgan ,

in connection with other persons , was preparing and intended
to publi sh , a book which would reveal the secrets of Free
Masonry and tha t David C . Miller

,
a printer in the v illage

of Batavia ,
was engaged in putting the work to press . This

rum or , like all other s in which the comm unity at large feel no
interest, excited no a ttention from the respectable part of it

,

who supposed that the publication , whatever it m ight be , was

intended as a catchpenny production for the supply of pedlers
and hawkers. I t was at last noticed by som e of the citizens

,

tha t an excitem ent O f som e kind existed am ong certain persons
in the v illage , in relation to the publication of the book , which ,
i t was said , Morgan was engaged in compiling . And i t was at
length openly avowed by a num ber of pe rsons who were m em
bers of the fraternity, that the suppression of the work was
determ ined on

,
at all hazards . A large num ber of subscribers
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to Mr . Miller’s paper suddenly withdrew their subscriptions
numerous suits were com m enced against him to enforce the

paym ent of sm all debts, and the collection was prosecu ted in
the m anner most calculated to distress and embarrass him .

O n the 9th day of Augu st, 1 82 6 , an advertisem ent was in
serted in a paper printed in Canandaigua, warning the com

m unity against W m . Morgan as a swindler and a dangerous
m an. This notice and cau tion was im m ediately copied into all

the public papers prin ted in the W estern part of the State .

At the sam e tim e , both Morgan and Miller were indus triously
slandered , and abusive ep ithets heaped upon them

,
by a num

ber of individuals who alledged no par ticu lar crim es against
them , and with whom they were not known to have had any

recent connections or colli sions whatever , that were apparent
to the public at large .

Miller now becam e fearful for his life, and declared to his
fr iends that he was alarm ed for his personal safety— that he
feared an attack upon his O ffice

,
and took m easures to defend

him self against secret or Open v iolence .

O n the 2 5th of July, 1 82 6 , Morgan was comm itted to the

custody of the Sheriff of the County of Genesee , and gave bail
for jail lim its. O n the 1 9 th of Augu st , 1 82 6 , Morgan was

seized with violence and taken at once to the Countv jail
,

without allowing him tim e or opportunity to procure other
bail . In the m onth of Septem ber he was seized under feigned

process of law ,
in the day tim e , in the village of Batavia, and

forcibly carried to Canandaigua in another County. Con

cerning the contem plated publication ,
it was known ,

that m eet
ings of delegates from the difi

'

erent Lodges in the W estern
Counties were held , to devise m eans for m ost efi

‘

ectually pre

venting the publication ; that the m atter was a subject of

anx ious discussion in m any and distan t Lodges ; that the
zealous m embers of the fraternity were angry, excited and

alarm ed, and threw out dark and desperate threats .
They took Morgan to Canandaigua— after a mock trial he

was discharged , but was im m ediately arrested and comm itted
to prison on a fictitiou s dem and . The next night , in the ab

sence Of the jailor , he was released from prison by the pre
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were passed , or adopted , for dis-fellowshipping Free Mason
ry.

” The effect of this Convention was great . All, of this
particular denom ination ,

throughout the States beforemen

tioned , u ltim ately adopted these reasons , and m ade it a

standing ru le in their churches
F irst, To excom m unicate , or dis-fellowship every m ember

who was a Free Mason ,
and would not renounce the O rder .

Second, To refuse candidates for adm ission to the church
who were Masons and wou ld not renounce , and

Third, To turn out every m em ber who becam e a Mason .

A General Convention of
“
SECEDING Ma sons was held

at Le Roy , February 1 9 th, 1 82 8, and July 4th, sam e year. In

this Convention there were a very large number of the Bap
tist denom ination,

as m ight hav e been expected , and the

notorious Solom on Sou thwick was Chairman thereof. Twelve
of the W estern Coun ties were represented . Among the

nam es of the Representatives are to be found Millard Filmore ,
Henry E. Davies. Bates Cook ,

Thurlow W eed , Frederick
W hittlesey, Jam es K . Livingston,

and m any O thers, equally
renowned .

The result of the adjourned Conv ention in July, was the
nom ination of candidates for the O ffices of Governor and

Lieut. Governor for the State . Thu s it will be seen ,
that in

less than two years, all the indignation m anifested by the

people, on account of Morgan
’s m urder , had been forgotten,

and the whole excitem ent ultim ated in a grand political m ove
m ent on the Anti-Masonic basis— or a par ty with bu t one idea .

Eventually, all the States before m entioned becam e partizans
in the sam e political m ov em ent , and a candidate was nom ina
ted by them for the Presidency ,

and defeated.

In the Eastern States
, par ticular ly Massachu setts

,
Vermont

and Rhode I sland, legisla tiv e enactm ents were passed, m aking
the adm inistration of extra j udicial oaths a penal ofi‘

ence . As

a natural consequence of such laws, all Masonic m eetings in
the Eastern States cam e to an end. In Connecticut that law
was not passed , but the efi

'

ect was the same, one Lodge only
continuing its stated m eetings , m ore as a m atter of form ,

than
for the purpose of doing work .
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In Pennsylvania , O hio, and others of the W estern States ,
al though no legisla tive enactm ents were passed , the Anti-Ma

sonic feeling prevailed with great intensity, and as it soon
shaped itself into political m atters , the par ty under its banner
becam e powerful , and for a short tim e , carried all before it .
The history of our country does not refer to any period of its
existence , when

“ public frenzy was so high , or infatuation so

general .
”

In the State of New York , the Legislature had been

petitioned in 1 82 8, for the passage of a law concerning extra
judicial oaths, m uch the sam e as that passed by the Eastern
States . Bu t the law was not passed . In the m ean tim e , Gid

d ings, into whose custody Morgan was traced
,
imm ediately

renounced Masonry, and expiated the crim e of par ticipation in
the abduction

,
by disclosing all he knew of the part acted by

others , and as m uch as he pleased of that acted by him self, bu t
has never disclosed what was the fate of Morgan , after he was
left in his custody at the fort .

Meetings were now called and generally attended , and by
this tim e the excitem ent had risen to a high pitch . Dema

gogues and broken-down politicians now saw the affair was
ripe for their use

,
and they accordingly took it in keeping .

”

The Masonic fraterni ty were denounced as m urderers and

trai tors to their country , and every Anti-Mason
,
from Myron

Holley down to Thurlow W eed
,
with W i lliam H . Seward

(then W eed ’s young protege)becam e regenerated from m oral
and political transgression , and were stam ped as pure patr iots .

Bigots in the church now laid hold of it , to advance their cause and

strengthen their power. Masonic m em bers, who had ever walked worthy of

their high vocation were excom m un icated , unless they would renounce . M in

isters , against whom the breath of slander had never been heard, were dis

m issed , churches divided, and the m em bers scattered. All who felt it their
duty to live in peace with all m en, to seek the spiritual welfare of m ankind.

‘

and not to engage in party strifes , were excom municated and none but those

who could roll forth the thunders and pour out the v ials of wrath on their

flocks, were allowed to m inister at the A ltar of Peace.

Miller, from a poor, degraded , abandoned prodigate, by means of the ex~
citem ent, had becom e Clerk of the County Court.

— Tracy had got a seat in

the Legislature ; Spencer, Specia l Council ; Thurlow W eed , a standing wit
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ness, and Solomon Southwick the privilege of running for Governor. N or

thon, another of the leaders, had got a snug seat in Congress, &c . Such suc

cess did blue light F ederals and worn out politicians have in N ew York, in

riding on the excitem ent into ofiice, that they now began to use it as an article
of export, and it was more or less extensively Spread in several of the States .

I t denounced first the system , and then the m en, as unfit for office , and unwor

thy of any countenance. It not only denounced the m en, but also denounced
all that would not denounce them . N ew York set the example, and som e dis
appointed ofiice seekers in Pennsylvania closely followed. A t what was

termed a
‘State Convention

’
at H arrisburg, in an address to the public , they

said,
‘ I t will not be sufficient to withhold public favor from F ree Masons

alone—all their partizans should receive the sam e m easure of justice. They

have even less claim s upon public favor than the sworn F raternity them selves.
Tim id and tim e serving neutrality is m ore degrading to its votaries, and m ore
dangerous to the public, than Open and m agnanim ou s error.

"

I t was not our intention, when we comm enced to wr ite a

short sketch concerning the Anti-Masonic excitem ent , to go
into any detail , as that wou ld take up too m uch space, and
perhaps be entirely out of place . W e shall therefore show
what ej ects

” this excitem ent produ ced upon the institution
ofMasonry, in our own State and elsewhere .

The Grand Lodge of the State , a divided body from the

year 1 82 3 , seeing the storm approaching ,
settled all their dith

culties and united in one body , in the m onth of June
,
1 82 7.

Perhaps the Anti-m asonic excitem ent had as m uch to do in
bringing the two bodies together as any other cau se . They
were drawn together by a desire for m u tual protection ,

against
the assaults of heartless bigots and m adm en . But still the
storm swept with great violence over the State . The Grand
Lodge , in her June comm unication

,
registered over four

hundred working Lodges in the State . Bu t before the end

of that year , ev ery Lodge , w ith the exception of two in

the city of New York ,
had ceased working . These exceptions

were Lodge L ’
Union Francais

, (French language ,) and Ger
m an Union, (Germ an language.) Most of the Lodges surren
dered their properties and W arrants to the Grand Lodge , and
becam e extinct. The Chapters and Encampm ents followed ,
and by the end of the year 1 82 7, not a Masonic body was to

be found . W e regret to be obliged to say, that the bare nam e

of a Free Mason had becom e dangerou s to a m an
’s reputation,
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doctrine , and finding that Masonry in the Northern section of

the countrywas extinct — that there were no Lodges, Chapters ,
Encam pm ents or Councils in active operation, or likely to be
in som e years to com e , he at once set him self to work and con

cocted the schem e in his bed cham ber, of tricking the G rand
O rient of France into an acknowledgem ent of hi s sO-called Su
prem e Council , over the Consistory of Cerneau, which, in con

sequence of its overthrow ,
had ceased its correspondence.

In an extract from O liver ’s Landm ark s, (Vol. 2 , page it
appears that in the statem ent of the docum ent sent to Paris in
1 82 7, to secure the acknowledgem ent of the Grand O rient, the
author has m ade it to appear , and by it, they were led to be

lieve, that the Charleston Council and the Gourgas Council at
New York were but one Council , styling themselves the SU

PREME .CO UNCIL O F AMERICA ,

”
and that the Grand O rient did

believe, that they really did constitu te the Suprem e Council of
.dm erica. This docum ent was sent slyly, and was deposited in
the letter box O f the Grand O rient

,
wi th the remark written

on the outside deposited by one who does not wish to be known

in the transaction . Gourgas well knew that the Masonic
bodies of the Nor th were ou t of existence , and that there was
no one to gainsay or contradict the falsehood which he was
instrumental in forwarding to France . Tha t there was no em .

to stand up and declare tha t the Gourgas body had been extinct
for nearly ten years before that docum ent was penned , and that
the connecting of the Charleston body wi th the Gourgas body
was a naked falsehood , because there was no such body as the

latter in existence.

Hence in 1 82 9 the Gourgas Council appeared in the annua ls
of the Grand O rient, and the Charles ton Council in the y ear
1 830 . The letter addressed by Gourgas declared his Council
to be in existence , and Suprem e . The Grand O rient , supposing
it to be a true docum ent, and being al together ignorant of the
circum stances which led to the downfall of the Masonic institu
tion, gave the acknowledgem ent and opened a correspondence
with Gourgas who, like his predecessor , tutor and bosom friend ,
Em anuel De La Motta , was Grand Comm ander , Grand Secre
tary , Grand Treasurer , Grand K eeper of the Seals

, together
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with all the other small ofiices contained in the vocabulary ,
there being no one but him self to fill them all. This corres

pondence , although a deception,
was industriously kept up .

Having gained this point it rested there , as nothing whatever
was done in Masonry for m any years afterward .

Nevertheless, the sequel will presently show that this sm art
transaction did not fully accom pli sh their designs . F or when
the affair cam e to the knowledge of the Suprem e Council of
France, it m oved them to take the m atter up . They averred
that they had been tricked out of a correspondence which they
judged belonged of right to them selves, whereupon they at

once voluntarily entered into a correspondence with the Sn

prem e Grand Council , United States of Am erica , by the hands
of the Count St. Laurent , stated the whole m atter

,
and

solicited a connection with that body . O n the arrival in New
York city of the Count , it will be presently seen that the Sn.

prem e Grand Council was convened
,
the despatches which

were in his possession were laid before them ,
the union of the

Council for Terra Firm a , New Spain ,
&c .

,
with the Sovereign

Grand Consistory was consumm ated , the United Suprem e
Council for the W estern Hem isphere was proclaim ed , and a

Treaty of Union and Fr iendship was entered into by the

four bodies, viz .
,
the Uni ted Suprem e Council for the W estern

Hem isphere, the Suprem e Council of France , the Suprem e
Council of Belg ium , and the Suprem e Council O f Brazil . The

Marquis de Lafayette was im m ediately appointed , and pro

claim ed Representative near the Suprem e Council of France,
and continued so until 1 834, when he died , and was succeeded
by the Count St . Laurent. See pages 94 and 95, Extract
from Dr . O liver.

Second, The establishm ent of a Suprem e Council of the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite , in the year 1 83 2 , under
the definitive title of the United Suprem e Council for the

Western Hem isphere.
”

The year 1 832 was one of the darkest for Masonic under
takings, that can be rem embered . The Anti-Masonic exci te
m ent was at its height, and the city was depopulated , partly
by the fear of the pestilence , and partly by the pestilence i tself.
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I t seem ed at that tim e a strange thing , that any attem pt should
be m ade

,
just then, to gather together the scattered fragm ents

of the ruins of our ancient tem ple . Ragon says , concerning
this attempt

“ In 1 832 , there arrived in N ew York city, the m an of m any nam es and

titles , the Count St . Laurent, who took upon himself the title ofMost Puissant

Sovere ign Grand Comm ander, ad vitam ,
of the Suprem e Grand Council of the

Thirty
-third degree , Suprem e Chief of A ncient and M odern F ree Masonry,

for N ewfoundland, N orth Am erica , Mexico on both seas , the Canary Islands ,
&c . H e found the old Suprem e Council sleeping, in consequence of political
and Masonic troubles , and he set him self to work to resuscitate it again. He

searched around for the O ld surviving m embers, and finally succeeded in organ

izing the body with the III Bro Elias Hicks as Grand Comm ander. He

fixed the name of the body as the United Sup rem e Council ,
’

and intended that

it should embrace all the Councils in the United States . H e called to its aid
all the Scottish Masons in America . This new body, composed of all the liv ing
m em bers they cou ld find, published and put forth a m anifesto, in which it ex

p lained in full its m otives for the new organization. It conta ined a Treaty of

Union, in sixteen articles , dated April 5th, 1 832 , and also a profession of its

principles , ofwhich the principal dogm as were, the independence of all Masonic

rites, and Mas onic toleration. This Suprem e Council prospered for a while,
but owing partly to the tone of pub lic feeling , and partly to som e dissatisfac

t ion among them selves , in about two years or a little m ore its action ceased .

A t the end of this period the Count St. Laurent went to F rance .

”

The whble O f this quotation,
a lthough very general , is true

to the letter .

Dr . O liver also rem arks

It shou ld appear that the Suprem e Council of the United States was con

useted with the R ite Ancien of F rance, but N ew York possessed a Sovereign

Grand Consistory, connected with the Grand O rient of F rance, and Brother

Joseph Cerneau , a F rench Mason, held at one and the sam e tim e, the O ffi ces of

Honorary Member of the Grand O rient of F rance , ’ " Sovereign Grand Com

m ander of the Grand Consistory of N ew York ,

’

and Sovereign Grand Com

m ander for Life of the Suprem e Council of the Unite d Sta tes of Am erica .

’

This authority was confirm ed in 1 83 2 by a solemn treaty between Elias H icks ,
Sovereign Grand Comm ander Marquis Sant Angelo, Lieut . Grand Comman

der, and Ge orge Sm ith, Grand Secretary General to the Suprem e Council of
N orth Am erica, and the Count St . Laurent, Sovereign Grand Comm ander for

the Suprem e Council of South Am erica , Terra F irm s and the Canary Islands .

It was agreed that the style of every docum ent issued by this Supreme

Council should be as follows : T. T. G. O . T. S. A . O . T. U . Deus
Meum que Jus . O rdo ab Chao. F rom the Eas t of the W orld

, and of the
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body, not taking the ofiice of Comm ander him self, but placing
there Elias Hicks as Grand Comm ander , and m aking up the

body with all the old m em bers, as will readily be seen by refer
ring to the list, (Appendix , Docum ent A fu ll accoun t is
there given ,

and it m ay be said with tru th , that it contained
not a single new m ember , except him self. I t was virtually the
old Consistory under a new nam e .

Let us now exam ine the facts connected wi th the resusci ta
tion of the Sovereign Grand Consistory . W e have before
stated that it had becom e extinct in 1 82 7 and we m eant to be
understood by this expression ,

that in com m on with all other
Masonic bodies , it was swep t out of existence by the storm
then raging throughou t the Northern section of the land .

The death of Hon . Dewitt Clinton ,
Sov ereign Grand Com

m ander
,
took place in 1 82 8, and Brother Elias Hicks , then

Lieut . Grand Com m ander succeeded to the vacancy . Circum
stances of an impor tant character , which occurred in 1 83 1 ,
drew the m embers of the body again together . The following
extracts from the proceedings will be in teresting

Ext ract from the Golden Book of the AN CI ENT Suprem e Council of Grand
Inspectors General, Thirty-third degree , for the United States of Amm ica,

their Territories and Dependencies.

O r d o a b C h a o .

SITTING OF THE 93d DAYOF THE 1c M. M., A. L 5831 .

( F EBR U A R Y .

The Supreme Council of the P . S . G . I . G . , Thirty
-third and last degree

of the Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite of H eredom , for the United States

ofAmerica, its Territories and Dependencies , sitting at the vertica l point of
the Zenith, corresponding to the 4oth deg , 41 m in .

, N orth Latitude , and 3

deg . , 1 m in.
, 1 3 sec .

, East Longitude from W ashington City, was extraordi

narily assem bled on this day, near the B. B. . by order and under the Presiden

cy of the M . P . Sov . Gr. Com . , (ad vitam) the M . I ll. Bro. Elia s Hicks.
“ The labors comm enced wi th the usual solemnit ies , the proceedings of the

form er sitting were read and sanctioned by the Suprem e Council, and signed

by the M . P . Sov . Gr. Commander ; the M . 1 11. Lieut . Gr. Com . and by the

Ill . Gr. Sec
’

y of the H . E.

The M . P . Sov . Gr. Com . read to the Suprem e Council a despatch ad

dressed to him under date of the 2 d day of the 3d M . Month, A . L., 5830 , by
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the Suprem e Council of F rance ,
’
by which T. M . Ill. Bro. Count de St. Lau

rent had m ade an authentic translation, which was therefore annexed also a
file of printed docum ents relating to the transactions of that body.

The reading of these docum ents was listened towith the greatest attention,
and the im portant fact which the said despatch revealed to the Supreme Coun
cil of the United State s, caused am ong the m embers the m ost serious re

flections. (See page
The subject was forthwith taken into consideration, and the Supreme

Council unanim onsly decided that a Comm ittee should be appointed by the

M . P . S . Gr. Com . for the purpose of collecting information from the Archives ,
and preparing a reply to the Suprem e Council of F rance, testifying its desire
to entertain continually with them the m ost friendly and regular comm unicap
t ions, and also to tender our kind regards for the attentions shown to us in the

transm ission of those printed works .

The Suprem e Council resolved, that the m entioned despatch and the

printed works accom panying it, be deposited in the A rchives .

“ In conform ity with these Resolutions, the M . P . Sov . Gr
‘

. Com . nam ed

the M . I ll. Bro., the Al arga is de Sant Angelo to assist him in the said researches,

and collating the facts for the reply to the Suprem e Council of F rance.

T. M . 11 1 . Bro., the Marqu is de Sant Angelo, comm unicated to the Suprem e

Council a despatch from the P . Sov . Gr. Com .
, the Count de St . Laurent, by

which he proposed to the Suprem e Council for the United States ofAm erica ,

&c. , to unite with them by a Treaty, of which he , at the sam e tim e , proposed

the bas is, and of which the object is the union of the two Powers , and of the

Ancient Suprem e Council of Mexico, already united to that of Terra F irma
,

South Am erica , &c.
, in one self sam e Dogm atical and Adm inistrative power

of the Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite for every portion of Am eri ca, com

posing their respective jurisdictions, and the Canary I slands.

This preposition developed by the M . I ll. Bro . , the M arqu is de Sant Angelo,

was unanim ously agreed to, and the Supreme Council resolved , that the M . P .

Sov . Gr. Com . shall appoint a Comm ittee of three m em bers, to whom the

necessary full powers shall be given to treat as Comm issioners on behalf of the
Suprem e Council, with those of the Suprem e Council of Terra F irm a , &c.,

whom the M . Ill. and M . P . Bro. Count de Sa int Laurent, shall designate to

stipulate, m ake and sign the said Treaty.

A ccording to this resolution, the M . P . Sov. Gr. Com . appointed as m em

bers of the said Comm ittee , T . M . I ll. Bro. Jonathan Schiefi
'

elin , l st Lieut.

Gr. Com . , T. M . II]. Bro. 0 . de A. Marqu is de Sant Angelo, Sov . Gr. Ins.

Gen., and the M . Ill. Bro. George Sm ith, Gr. Sec. of the H . E. , to whom all

due and full powers were given to fulfil their m ission.

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be fraternally directed to the M.

II] Bro., the Count de St. Laurent.

The work of the day being te rminated, the present record of the Supreme
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Council was inserted in the Golden Book , read , approved , and signed at the

sam e tim e, and the sitting closed with the usual solemnity.

Made, signed and sea led this 2 3d day O f the 1 2 th Masonic m onth,

5831 .

EL IAS H I CK S , Sov . Gr. Commander, (ad v itam ,)
JO NATHAN SCHIEFFELI‘

N , l st Lieut. Gr. Commander,

GEO RGE SMITH, Gr. Secretary of the H . E.

firme r [If tbs (Em igrants.

O r d o a b C h a o .

F ROM the E. O f the W . of the Suprem e Council of Sov . Gr. Ins. Gen.
,

Thirty
-third and las t degree of the A ncient and A ccepted Scottish R ite for

the United States O f Am erica, their Territories and Dependencies , sitting un

der the C . C. at the vertical point of the Zenith, corresponding to the 4oth
deg , 41 m in .

, N orth Latitude, and 3 deg , 1 m in., 1 3 sec., East Longitude

from W ashington City .

Em s m rumque $ 1 15 .

To our M . P . Sov . Gr. Ins. Gen., Thirty
-third degree, MostValiant and

Sublim e Princes of the R oyal Secret , K nights of K adosch, I llustrious Princes
and K nights, Grand, Elect, Inefiable and Sublim e Masons of all degrees,

Ancient and Modern, over the surface of the two hem ispheres.

To all those towhom these letters of Credence sha ll appea r , and may concern

UN IO N ,

HEALT H , P O W ER .

K now ye, that hav ing received an Official proposition , dated the fourteenth

day of the present month, from our M . I ll. and P . Bro., the Count de St.

Laurent, Gr. Com . (ad c itam ,)of the Suprem e Council , Thirty-third degree ,
for Terra F irm a, N ew Spain, South Am erica , Porto R ico, Canary Islands,
&c., &c.

,
tending to unite by a solemn Treaty, that Dogm atical and A dm inis

trative body, including all its subordinate sections, with the Suprem e Council
of the United States of Am erica, its Territories and Dependencies , including
all its subordinate sections, and hereby to consolidate and increase the power

and prosperity of our Sublime O rder, and m ore particularly the sa fety and

welfare of our brethren throughout the whole world, and especially of our hem
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facto, its Suprem e character, and cewing to be a Power, or even a part of any

R ite .

"

Concluded on the 5th day of the 2 d m onth , A . L.
,
5832 , a

Treaty ofUNI ON and AMALGAMATI O N ,
of which the following is

a verbatim copy (See Appendix , Docum ent 2 8, Part First.)
Efl rad from the Records of the last sitting of the Supreme Council of the

United States ofAm erica , the ir Territories and Dep endencies, sitting

on the 1 3th. day of the second month, Anna Lucis , 5832 .

By order of the M . P . Sov . Gr. Comm ander, the Suprem e Council was
this day extraordinarily and regu larly assem bled near the B. B. , under the

vertica l point of the Zenith . corresponding to the 4oth deg .,
«1 1 m in., N orth

la titude, and 3 deg , 1 m in., 1 3 sec. , East Longitude, from W ashington City.

The prowedings of the sitti ng of the 2 3d day of the 1 2 th M . M . , having

been inserted in the Golden Book, were read anew, sanctioned and signed.

T. M . Ill. m embers of the Comm ittee nam ed in that sitting for the purpose

of concluding with the Comm iss ioners nam ed on the part of the M . P . Sov .

Gr. Com . of the Suprem e Council for Terra F irm a, &c., a Treaty ofUnion and

Am algamation m entioned therein, made a report of the proceedings of the two

united Comm ittees , and the res ult of their conference
,
&c.

On the proposition made by the M . P . Sov . Gr. Com ., the Supreme Coun

cil resolved to ratify this treaty and the thirteen points of our Ancient doo

trines which are anew consecrated by it , so soon as they are ratified bv the

M P Sov . Gr. Com . of the Suprem e Council of Terra F irma, &c.

A grand deputation was forthwith nam ed to transm it to him this decision,

and to invite him in the nam e of the Suprem e Council to honor the pres ent
sitting wi th his presence .

The deputa tion proceeded to the fulfilm ent O f its miss ion, and after a

short absence returned, conducting the M . P . Bro. Count de St. Lau rent , G.

Com . (ad vit am ,)of the Suprem e Council for Terra F irma, Sou th Am erica ,

Mexico, or N ew Spain, &c.
, &c., (from one sea to the other)Porto R ico, the

Canary Islands, &c.. &c., of the P . Sov . Gr. Ins . Gen. Thirtv-third and las t
degree, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite , accompanied by several
m embers of his Supreme Council pres ent in this Orient.

He declared himse lf ready to ratify the Treaty, and particularly the thir
teen special points of our Ancient doctrine which are anew consecrated by it .

He signed it, and caused it to be countersigned returned it to the M. P. Sov.

Gr. Com. (ad vitam) of the Suprem e Council who, after
.

having declared that

the Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica , &c., had sanctioned

and ratified the said Trea ty, signed it , and caused it to be signed by the Grand
Dignitaries, and counters igned and sealed by the Gr. Sec. of the H . E. A

simultaneous exchange of the Ratifica tions , &c., was made by the two IIL and

P . Colleagues.
T. M . P . Sov. Gr. Com . (ad vitam) Count de St. Laurent, then said : In
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v irtue of the extraordinary powers with which I have been invested by the
Suprem e Council of P . Sov. Gr. Ins. Gen. of the Thirty

-third and last degree
of the A ncient and A ccepted Scottish R ite for Terra F irma, South Am erica,

M exico or N ew Spain, &c. , (from one sea to the other) the Canary Islands,
Porto R ico, &c., by their decree of the 2 6th day O f the 3d m onth nam ed Sivan ,

in the year 580 2 , and in conform ity with the sacred com pact we have just rati
fied, I declare that that Suprem e Council has forever ceased to exist under that

Title, and that it is united forever to the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third
degree, for the United States of Am erica, their Territories and Dependencies,

under the title which this Treaty confers on them , to work only and be known

by that collective title ; I now resign the power of Grand Commander that

was conferred on m e .

T. M . 1 11. Bro. Elias Hicks, being from this m om ent the Grand Comm ander

(ad vitam) O f the Union, I recognize and proclaim him as such according to

the treaty.

“ T. M . P . Sov . Gr. Com . (ad vitam)Elias Hicks, then said In virtue of

the powers on m e conferred, and in conform ity with the stipulations O f the

treaty just ratified, I declare and proclaim , That the Suprem e Council for the
United States of Am erica, their Territories and Dependencies, of the P . Sov .

Gr. Ins. Gen .
, Thirty

-third and last degree of the A ncient and A ccepted Scot

tish Rite , has ceased to exist under that title, and that , united forever to the
Suprem e Council for Terra F irm a

, South Am erica , N ew Spain, &c., (from the

one sea to the other) the Canary I slands, Porto R ico, &c. , it takes from this

m om ent the collective title conferred by the second article of the said Treaty
and that it will work and be known only by that title .

I recognize and proclaim the M . 1 11. Bro.
, the Count de St. Lau rent, M .

P . Sov. A ss . Gr . Com . (ad vitam)of the NEW UN ITED SUPR EME CO UNCIL.

The I ll. Bro. Gr. Sec
’

y then read the m inutes of the proceedings of

that m eeting, which is appoved , and the M . P . Sov . Gr. Com . said : The

labors O f the Suprem e Council Of the United States of Am erica , &c. , are for

ever closed under tha t title.

The Golden Book was then term inated by this final record of proceedings,
being signed and sealed in due form .

“ ELIAS Hc s, M . P . Sov . Gr. Com .
, (ad vitam)

DE ST. LAURENT, M . P . Sov . A ss. Gr. Com . (ad vitam)
JO NATHAN SCHIEFFELIN , l st Lieut. Gr. Com . ,

LO RENZO DE ZA’VALLA, 33d deg. ,

J OHN TELFAI R , 33d deg .,

0 . DE A . MARQUIS DE SAN
’
I‘ ANGELO , 33d deg.

,

LUCAS UGARTE ,
33d deg .,

J. MELANI SUSSARELLI , 33d deg , Gr. Sec. C. (ad hoc)
M . VELASQUEZ DE LA CADENA , 33d deg ., G. K . of the A

GEORGE SMITH, 33d deg ., G. S . of the S. C .
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Extract from the Golden Book of the United Supreme Council of the

T. T. G. O . T. G. A . O . T. U.

O r d o a b C h a o .

The United Suprem e Counc il for the W estern Hem isphere, ww du ly and

lawfully assem bled on the 1 3th day of the 2 d m onth, Anno Lucis, 583 2 , at the

O rient of the city of N ew York , in the United States ofAm erica.

The labors of both the beforem entioned bodies were declared to be, from

this tim e , forever closed, and the cerem ony of Installation of the United Sw

pre me Council
’
forthwith proceeded in.

(F or a full list of O liicers then insta lled, see Document N o.

The Sov . and A ss. Sov. Gr. Comm anders , the O fli cers installed, and a ll the

Grand Ins. Gen. pres ent, renewed the obligations of their rank, swore fidelity
to the United Supreme Council, and subm iss ion to its rules and decrees. All

absent Sov . Gr. Ins. Gen. and Subl im e Princes should be adm itted to seats in
their respective bodies by taking and subscribing the usual obligations .

“ The Golden Book of the Un ited Suprem e Council was then regu larly
Opened, paged and numbered by the M . P ] Sov. Gr. Com ., the A ss. Sov. Gr.

Com . and the Ill. Bro. 1 st Lieut. Gr . Com . ; countersigned by the M. Ill.

Bro. Grand Secretary.

E tna m rumqu e $ 11 5.

Seal of the Seal of the
United Sup . Council. Consistory, 3 2 d.

Signed by all Ofi cers,

The Treaty of Union and Am algam ation wil l be found in
ful l in the Appendix , Part F irst, Docum ent No. 2 8, and the
“ Thirteen Special Points in Part Second of the sam e Docu
m ent, prefacing the Treaty of 1 834.

By perusing the foregoing extracts
, it wi ll be perceived that

the old Consistory and the Suprem e Counci l of Terra F irm a,
New Spain, &c., ceased their existence , and by the Treaty of

Union and Am algamation entered into by those bodies, a new
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of the rites , or any departure from the Ancient Scot tish ri tuals.
W hi le it claim ed and declared exclusive con trol

,
ov er all the

degrees of its own r ite
,
it also proclaim ed TO LERATIO N to every

other rite
,
and m ade it obligatory upon the m em bers, never to

interfere w ith the conscience or opinion of other persons who
m ight be connected with , and in bonds to, another rite

,
allow

ing to all rites equal and exclusi ve privilege with them selves .

F urtherm ore
,
in Article Third of the Treaty, they acknow

ledge and proclaim anew,
the Grand Constitutions of the

Ancient Accepted Scottish R i te ,
the Consti tutions , Institutes ,

Statutes and General Regula tions , determ ined upon by the

nine Com m i ssioners of the Subl im e Princes of the Royal Secret ,
on the 2 l st of Septem ber , 1 762 , (see Appendix, Docum ent No.

as they are now m odified by those dated May l st, 1 786 ,

(see Appendix, Docum ent No. 2 8, Part Second ,) which they
also acknowledge, proclaim ,

and prom ise to respect, observe and

defend, under the posi tive reservation, to exam ine, rectify and

curtail the alterations and additions which have been m ade to the

sam e, and which pervert their orig inal disposi tions.
F or this purpose

,
an authentic copy of the Grand Constitu

tions of 1 786 , certified and signed by all the m em bers of the
present Congress , shall be annexed to each orig inal duplicate
of the present Treaty .

W e would rem ark , that we have g iven in full
,
word for

word
,
this Treaty, together with the certified copy of the

Secret Institutes , Constitution ,
&c .

,
in the Latin language , as

it purports to. have been wri tten , so that each reader can judge
for him self. The English version i s taken from the Charles
ton records by Brother Pike , and does not agree w ith the
Latin copy in m any very im portant particulars . (See Appen
dix

,
Docum ent No. 2 8; Part Second .)

This w i ll undoubtedly appear a very strange thing . W hile
the Grand O r ient of F rance has flatly denied the authenticity
of the Grand Constitutions of 1 786, and publ icly proclaim ed
the rite to be governed by the General Statu tes , Rules and

Regulations of Masonry
— while she has openly and persi stently

denied the truth of the story of F rederick , and authors ha ve
abundantly proved the whole to be a low

,
base ‘

forgery, and a
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11m m si lly one at that and while the predecessor of the United
Suprem e Council

,
viz .

,
the Sovereign Grand Consi story has

followed in the steps of the Grand O rient for twenty years ,
never ceasing to decry and oppose the m onstrous instrum ent

from which the notorious De La Motta derived all his powers
we find

,
in 1 832 , a body of m en not new in the O rder , but

preciselv the sam e m en who com posed the Sovereign Grand
Consistory , subscribing their hands

,
affixing their seals

, and

swearing obedience to the very instrum en t which . they have
for twenty years m ost bitterly opposed , and placing the order ,
in that rite, under i ts control .
O ne is at a loss to find a reason for this strange procedure .

I t could not have been from ignorance of the contents of that
Treaty ,

for they were all wel l inform ed . It m ay have been
the case

,
that another m otive urged them on . Masonry in the

North was extinct, and they m ight have entertained the opin
ion that the tim e was a favorable one to com m ence and build
up their rite, in which they would control the Sym bolic as

W ell as the Subl im e degrees . And if ever York Masonry re

v iv ed again ,
it would not be as a controlling power , but cocu

py a place by its side , as an equal , in comm on wi th any other
r ites which m ight be introduced . Independence of the Bites

and Toleration, was the language of the Treaty, and this doc
trine they attem pted to carry ou t .

Bu t unfortunately, every m em ber of this United Suprem e
Council was a m em ber of the Grand Lodge of the State

,
or of

subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction . And the very edu

cation which they had received, the obligations which they had
entered into , and the predi lections which they had form ed ,
were all antagonistic to the consum m ation of this schem e

,
if

such it m ay be cal led , as the seque l w il l show .

W hen this Treaty was m ade known ,
i t caused a great sen

sation am ong the gathered m em bers . They were not all pre

pared to erect a rival body to the Grand Lodge, and a con

siderable discussion arose am ong them . Added -to this cause
of dissatisfaction was another , not less powerful , because old

m em ories were called up , and prejudices revived which long
had slept. In their efforts to gather together the fragments of
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the old body, som e of the Gourgas and Jacobs faction had
been brought in, and their reception becam e a m atter of warm
dispute . O f this num ber was R ichard R iker , and it was on

the presentation of his docum ents , that the trouble culm inated .

During this discussion ,
m any of the old mem bers who had

been gathered, refused to enter the Counci l , or be controled by
it
, and drew off again, carrying w ith them the W arrant of

Lafayette Chapter of Rose Croix. Henry Marsh had been its
presiding officer , and was succeeded by Henry C . Atwood.

Dr. W m . F . Piatt, and num erous other bre thren were of the

sam e party, who were known as the Marsh party, and who
continued their organi zation as before

,
under the nam e of the

old Consistory. W arren Hall , at the corner of O liver and

Henry Street, afterwards called Union Hall, was their place of
m eeting, where they continued several years, but no work was
done, nor was any addition to the num ber of m embers m ade .

Public feeling was O pposed to every thing that had the least
bearing upon, or connection with , the O rder.
The form ation of the body was completed , imm ediately after

which an Annuary was published , bearing date 1 83 2 , and con

taining a list of the O fficers of the body , Grand Dignitaries,
Active and Honorary Mem bers , R epresen tatives , Subordinate
bodies, and a list of Deputies, altogether m aking a very large
num ber. The Annuary w ill be found in the Appendix, (Docu
m ent No. 2 7

Soon after i ts establishm ent , the Consi story of Loui siana,
which had been in un interrupted action from the very com

m encem ent , (1 81 3) cam e under its rule . Also several other
bodies of the old Consistory cam e in

, and the probabili ty is,
that the United Suprem e Council would have continued to this
day, had it not presum ed to interfere with the rights of the
Grand Lodges of the var ious States . I t was at once acknow
ledged by the Suprem e Councils of F rance , Belgium , R io

Janeiro, New Granada , Consistories at Cuba , Trinidad , Vene
zuela, and by the Deputy Inspectors General at the different
locations where they had been appointed

,
and were in the

exercise of their functions. They sought out the furniture and

properties which had been rem oved from the old Consistory,
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GEORGE SMI TH, Esq.
, P . M ., S. G. I . G., 33d deg . l st Grand Secretaryfor

the English language, and
Illustrious Cha ncellor of

the H. E .

MAnLANo VELAZQUEz DE LA CADENA , Professor in Colum bia Col lege ; P .

M . , S . G . I . G. , 33d deg . 2 d Grand Secretaryfor

the Spanish and F oreign languages .

JosErn BO UCHAUD , Merchant ; P . M ., S . G . I . G.,
33d deg . M . I ll. Grand

Treasurer of the H . E .

JOHN TELFAm , Esq., P . M ., S . G. I . G ., 33d deg . M . I ll. Grand Keeper of
the Seals.

O RAZIO DE A '
r
'
rm s, Marquis de Sant Angelo, form erly Superior Ofi cer in

the N eapolitan A rm y : P . M . , S. G. I . G., 33d

deg . M . Ill. Grand Expert.

JUAN MELAN I , Chevalier de Sussarelli, Ancient O fiicer of the Guards of the
K ing of Sardinia ; P . M ., S . G. I . G., 33d deg.

M . 1 2 1. Grand Cap tain of the Gua rds.

LUCAS UGAn 'rE, formerly F iscal of the Royal Treasury in the Havanna , &c. ,

P . M ., S . G. I. G., 33d deg . M . Ill. Grand

Standard Bearer.

Vacancie s were left for an Assistant Grand Treasurer Gen
eral , Grand Archivist , Grand Master of Cerem onies , Grand
Sword Bearer , Grand Hospitallier and Deputy Grand Master

of Ceremonies , which were filled by the brethren present but

in the course of the year these vacancies were filled
,
in all, m ak

ing seventeen O fficers of the Council , with seventeen effec tive
m em bers, exclusive of the above .

During this year , Brother Le Blanc de M arconnay was imiti
ated and elevated to the Thirty-third degree . Shortly after

ward he returned to F rance
,
where he was acknowledged , and

received , by the Grand O rient as such , and becam e O rator of

the Cham ber of Council and Appeals of that body.

1 833 . The list of ofiicers continued unchanged . A propo
sition was m ade to the Suprem e Counci l

, to br ing into it som e
of the m em bers of another body , which had styled itself a

“ Suprem e Grand Council of the Thirty-third degree for the

Northern Jur isdiction ,

”
sitting in New York . This led to a

great deal of d issatisfaction am ong the m em bers who had be
longed to the old Consistory, and a. very bad feeling was the

consequence . Many m embers withdrew , and the Counci l be
gan again to decline . Still

,
the records show that its regular
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m eetings were kept up, and som e foreign brethren received the
degrees .
In the early part of this year , a Comm ittee was appointed

to wait upon Brother Tim olat, and receive from him the prop
erties of the Sovereign Grand Consi story, which had been re

m oved by him and other brethren, for safe keeping ,
in the year

1 82 7, with power to pay all expenses which had accrued upon
the sam e . The Comm ittee consisted of I II. Bros. John Tel

fair
, G . Sm ith and T . Longworth . The resigna tion of I ll .

Bro. Cabrera was received , and the Grand Secretary General
was ordered to receive the archives from him . He returned
to Spain during the following year . The correspondence was
kept up during the year , w ith all the bodies connected with it
by acknowledgem ent, or deri ving their power from the sam e .

1 834. There was no change in the Council this year . The

public opposition to Masonry was still at its height . The

dissatisfaction in the Council was on the increase , and m any of

i ts m ost zealous m em bers retired from the m eeting s of the
sam e . A petition was received from 1 1 1 . Bro. Sylvester de

Sauza Teller , asking for regular powers to establish a Sove

reign Chapter O f Rose Croix in R io Janeiro
,
Brazil

,
which

petition was granted by the Counci l unanim ously .

O n the 2 oth of May, 1 834. one of the R epresentat ives of this Suprem e
Council in the Conventionat Paris, the 1 11 Bro the Marqu is de Lafayette,
breathed his last, m ourned alike by the people and F raternity of F rance , and

of the United States, by both ofwhom his m emory will ever be cherished for

his m any Masonic and civil virtues , and his devotion to the cause of M asonry

and of civi l and religious liberty.

The official notification of this sad event was communicated by his col

league, I ll Bro the Count St . Laurent , to the Suprem e Council for the

United States of Am erica, &c ., &c . , in a circular , still carefully preserved in
the A rchives , of which the following is a literal translation

TO ALL TRUE SCOTTISH MASONS,
O n the l oth of May, 1 834, our i llustrious and beloved Brother General

Lafayette, S G I G and Grand Representative of the United Su
prem e Council of the W estern Hem isphere, near the Suprem e Council of

F rance , wrote the following at the bottom of the copy of his Patent in the

Golden Book (page ofBrother Count de St . Laurent , one of the principal

D ignitaries of the said Suprem e Counci l
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It is to the extreme indulgence of the Supreme Council of the United

States , that being exalted to the Thirty-third degree , notwithstanding the

superior knowledge and services of many ofm y brethren, I am to-day indebted
for the em inent favors which the Grand Council of the W estern Hem isphere

has conferred on m e . I accept them with profound gratitude, and will endeavor
to m erit them by my zeal . May our ancient institution propagate and patro
nize liberty, equality, philanthropy, and contribute to the great movement of
social civil ization which must em ancipate the two hem ispheres .

LAFAYETTE.

’

The 2 0 th of May, 1 834, at ha lf-past five o
’

clock in the forenoon, our be
loved Brother Ge neral Lafayette passed to immortal ity. Let us strive to
im itate his virtues , and let us cherish his m emory.

To the M I ll Bro

0 . M . LowNDs , 33d deg DE ST. LAURENT, [L .

N ewYork. S G I s . G 33d deg.

PAR IS, of May, 1 834.

1 835. Although m any new m em bers had been added to the

Suprem e Counci l , yet the dissatisfaction continued
,
and the

popular fee ling against the institution of Masonry had not

decreased. The Grand Lodge of the State was beg inning to

m ake a m ove in the way of holding an annual comm unication
in June . Many of the O fficers and Leaders in the Suprem e
Counci l were connected with this body . Although there had
never before been a tim e, in the Annals of Masonry, so favor
able as that period, for the Suprem e Council to assum e what
she deem ed her r ights over the first three degrees— there being
then, virtually, no Lodges of any ri te in existence and no

Grand Lodge to constitute them , yet the feelings of a m ajori ty
of the m em bers of the Suprem e Council were opposed to the

exercise of this power . Added to this was the popular feel
ing ,

the state of the tim es , and the fears of the m em bers, who
were conscious that the day was not far distant when Masonry
would rise again,

and resum e its p lace among the benevolent
societies of the world. The m em bers of the Grand Lodge
saw this

,
and although they were few in number

,
with I ll. Bro.

Jam es Herr ing at their head, as Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge, they m anaged to get up an annual com m unication

, al

though but a few were present, perhaps not one hundred
people, all told. This proved to be the turning point with the
O rder. The annual comm unications were kept up , and by the
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when they would be able to go forward with better prospects
O f success.
Third, The difficulties, which at thi s period occurred in the

Grand Lodge of the State of New York , and with which , the
m em bers of the Council were connected .

W e shal l first give a short outline of the difficulty itself, and
then show its connection with the Suprem e Counci l , as we

think it im possible that the case will be understood as it should
be

,
unless the particulars of the difii culty are set forth .

By the comm encem ent of the year 1 837, the Anti-Masonic
excitem ent had Spent its force, and was beginning to pass
away. Already the m em bers of the F raternity who had

espoused the cause of Masonry through evil and good report
,

began to feel great encouragem ent, and several of the city
Lodges had m ade a strong effort to renew their labors . I t is

true the num ber of the Lodges , thus laboring ,
was sm all , and

the num ber of attendants upon the m eetings of those Lodges
so sm all

,
that the fact would hardly bear being m entioned .

Yet m eetings they did have , and were encouraged.

Many of the leaders supposed that Masons were kept from
appearing at the m eetings through bodily fear , or under a

sense of sham e , as the nam e of a F ree Mason had becom e dis

reputable in society ,
and in the street. Yet they believed that

there were stil l num bers to be found
,
whose attachm ents for

the O rder were strong , if they could be aroused and called
into exercise, and sufficiently so to em bolden them to shake off

their fears
, to banish their sham e , and to stand forth before

the world
, am id its present contem pt for the O rder

, as m em

bers of the m ystic tie.

”

I t is' true that the Grand Lodge , a year or two previous
,
had

passed a law
, that there should not be any public dem onstra’

tions m ade by Masons , as such
,
at any m eetings or public

assem blages, and that public and funeral Masonic processions
were forbidden by that body. This was done on account of
the O dium that attached to F ree Masonry in that particular
season of its adversity. But these brethren were of the opin
ion that the tim e had com e when a public dem onstration should
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be made, in order, at least to show , that Masonry was not yet
dead .

They had selected St . John’
s day, in the m onth of June , to

m ake that demonstration , and in order to make it as effective
as possible, about one m onth previous to the occurrence of the
festival, an advertisem ent appeared in the daily papers, wi th
ou t any signature, calling a m eeting of all F ree and Accepted
Masons , in good and regular standing , atW arren Hall , corner
of O liver and Henry Street, for a certain evening . No par

ticular object of the m ee ting was stated in the ca ll . Cur iosity
and strong sym pathy for the O rder

,
led the author to attend

the m eeting , as such an event had not transpired for the ten
y ears previous .

O n arriving at the place appoin ted
,
he found the room

,
which

was large, densely crowded with old fam i liar faces, and the

Chairm an, on his entrance
,
was sta ting the object of the call,

viz., the public celebration of the com ing St John’
s festival , by

a procession in the street
,
religious exercises , and a dinner.

After the object was stated to the m eeting , there appeared to
be a great diversity of O pin ion am ong the brethren assem bled,
among the num ber of whom was R . W . Jam es Van Benschoten

,

Deputy Grand Master and R . W . Jam es Herring , Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge . The discussion becam e warm

,

and in the course of an hour after com ing together , the assem
bly became any thing else than an orderly one. The brethren
had dropped off, one by one , unti l bu t a v erv sm all num ber was
left behind . The m eeting was unsatisfactory, produced no good
results , and created a great deal of anim osity.

I t appeared that York Lodge , N o. 367, had passed a resolu
tion to celebrate the anni versary by an oration, dinner, pro~
cession, &c.

,
and had appointed a Com m ittee to wait upon

other Lodges, and request their co—operation. Eventually,
three Lodges , viz., H ibernia , Benevolent and Silentia , were found
who agreed to un ite w ith them in the celebration . The Object
of the m eeting was to increase the num ber , and the invitation
was there given , to all Masons in good and regular standing,
to unite with them on the occasion.

As the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Secretary had
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m ade objections to the affair
,
and called to the m inds of thoSe

assembled , the Edict of the Grand Lodge, a sub Comm i ttee
of F ive was deputed to call upon them , and subm it the follow
ing question ,

viz . Is there any artic le in the Constitution
which prohibits a procession on St. John’s day, W ithout 9. Dis
pensation from the Grand Master or his Deputy
In perform ance of this duty, they proceeded to the Grand

Secretary’s ofiice , and there found both these persons, to whom
they put the above interrogatory . They both then decided
that there was nothing in the Constitution which prohibited

any regular Lodge from ce lebrating that day in the u sual m an
ner, without a perm ission from the Grand Lodge.

”
The Com

m ittee of Inquiry reported accordingly to the Joint Comm it
tee then in session ,

who , thereupon selected a Comm ittee of
Arrangem ents , who perform ed their duties by engaging a

church , orator, m usic, dinner , &c . Due notice of the contem
plated celebration was for thwith published in all the principal
newspapers of the city.

Time passed on without any objection being interposed or

suggested by any party whatever . O n the night previous to
the day of celebration,

at half-past e leven o
’
clock

,
Mr . Atwood

received a notice , dated on that day,
prohibiting the celebra

tion ,
signed by R . W . Jam es Van Benschoten, and attested by

James Herring , Grand Secretary . I t was then too late to stay
proceedings .
The following morning , the 2 4th, and the day of the celebra

tion , at half-past nine o’
clock , Bros. Van Benschoten and Her

r ing appeared in person at Union Hall . The R . W . Deputy
Grand Master inquired , W hat was the m eaning of this assem
bly after the Edict of the previous day" Mr . Atwood replied

,

That he knew of no Constitutional Rule or Regulation of the

O rder, which authorized him to issue such an Edict ; and fur

ther, if it ever did exist, he had waived it, by inform ing the

Comm ittee, that any Lodge had a right to celebrate this anni
versary in the usual m anner, without a perm i ssion from the

Grand Lodge .

”

The R .W . Deputy Grand Master then read the Edict forbid
ding the procession.
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fallen ,
its correspondence with foreign bodies had been

neg lected . This was especially the case with the Grand O r ient
and Suprem e Council of Brazil , with which body regular com

m unications were had until 1 835, after which tim e the languor
of the body was such that there was not found sufficient energy
am ong the m em bers to sustain such a correspondence as the

Treaty required . Som e four years had elapsed , when in the

m onth of November . 1 839 , T M I ll Bro E lias Hicks ,

M . P . Sov . Gr . Com m ander recei ved from the Suprem e Coun
oil for the Em pire of Brazi l , an official docum ent (see Appendix ,
Docum ent 2 8, Appendage ,) inv iting the Uni ted Suprem e Coun
cil to open w ith them a continuous correspondence

, by m eans
of which they m ay keep one another m utually inform ed of the

requirem ents and of the prosperity of the O rder to which they
belong . The docum ent was written with a pen,

and is a beauti
ful specim en of chirography, the first words ,

“
En N om e do

.M . . Santo e Gr . . do Un O rdo ab Chao
,

” being
written in gold. I t is in two colum ns

,
the left hand colum n in

Por tuguese ,
the other in F rench .

F rom this period to the year 1 846 , the m eetings of the Su

prem e Council were annual , and the records show that the
only attending m embers were Joseph Bouchaud

,
F rancis

Dubuar , and five others, all therest having becom e disaffected
and dropped off. The Count St . Laurent continued as the

R epresentati ve of the body ,
near the Suprem e Counci l of

F rance . O n the 2 7th of O ctober
,
1 846 , there were present,

Joseph Bouchaud
,
President John Telfair

, George Sm ith and

John S . M itchell , Assistant Secretary. O n m otion of Brother
Telfair , it was ordered that thefunds of this Sup rem e Council,
in the hands of the Treasurer , be distribu ted, pro rata

,
am ong the

surviving m em bers of the Suprem e Council
, who co mp osed the

body previou s to the introdu ction of new m em bers . In accord

ance with this resolution , I ll . Bro. Bouchaud paid over to I ll .
Bro. George Sm i th , Secretary General of the Suprem e Council ,
to be divided among those brethren

,
Bro . Bouchaud refusing

to receive any part of the sam e . This date term inated the

existence of the body, as then constituted
,
and it therebv cam e

to an end.
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I t wil l thus be seen that by this date , the United Suprem e
Council in this branch had dwindled down to four m em bers .

I ll . Bros . Elias Hicks and Jonathan Schieifelin were dead the

Count St. Laurent had returned to F rance , and was Repre
sentative near the Suprem e Council there ; the Marquis de
Sant Angelo, I ll . Bros. Melani

, Ugarti , Cabrera , Tel lar and

Zavala had left the country ; the m em bers had forsaken the

body on account of the dissatisfaction before referred to , and
the four rem aining brethren could not transact the regular
business of the body . Under these circum stances they brought
i t to an end .

But it m ust not be supposed that these four rem aining bre th
ren were the whole Counci l or that their acts were binding on

those m em bers who had wi thdrawn . By referring to the An

nuary published (Docum ent it wi ll be seen that there were
m any m ore who were m em bers left behind

,
all of whom were

opposed to any interference wi th Ancient Masonry , and with
drew ou that account. The m ost of them did not unite with
any other body ,

bu t som e of them claim ed m em bership with
the Marsh party and continued their assem blages in the La
faye tte Rose Croix Chapter and Consistory form ed by them .

They were largely in the m ajority unti l 1 837 , when ,
on account

of the expulsion from the Grand Lodge of the Atwood party ,

they qui t altogether , leaving Marsh , Atwood , Piatt, and one

or two others to continue the work . This they did unti l the
year 1 846

,
at which tim e m any additions had been m ade of

m em bers hailing under St. John
’
s Grand Lodge , and when the

dissolu tion of the four took place , the Consistory at once suc

ceeded them under the form er system— that is , they adopted
the form er rule , which was non interference with thefirst three

degrees ofM asonry, they being governed solely by Grand Lodg es .

”

This work was harm oniously continued unti l 1 850 , when the

union of the two Grand Lodges took place , thus rem ov ing all

difficulties out of the way ; the old m em bers again cam e in

the proceedings were confirm ed ; the body reorganized , and
took the posi tion which it had uninterruptedly occupied , viz .

,

the Suprem e Counci l of the United States of Am erica ,
their

Territories and Dependencies, having only been interrupted
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for a short period by a difference of opinion . The lis t of

m em ber s conta ins the nam es of I ll . Bro. John W . Mulligan ,

Past Grand Com m ander ; W . W right Hawkes , Seth Driggs ,
John B. Satterthwai te , David Naat , Thom as W . Satterthwai te,
with m any others who form erly officiated in the Un ited Su
prem e Council.
W e shall leave this part of the subject here , and shortly

return to it again .

F ourth, The m atters connected with the Consistory a t New

O rleans .

I t w i ll be rem em bered that this body was char tered in the

year 1 81 3 , w ent into operation , and continued for twenty
years , perform ing its proper and leg itim ate duties , v iz.

, up to

the year 1 833 , when the Grand Lodge of Louisiana , thinking
her rights invaded as Governor of the Sym bolic degrees , solic
i ted of the Consistory the form a tion of a Scottish cham ber in
her bosom . The request was com plied with , the cham ber was
form ed

,
and continued to exercise its powers until the year

1 850 , a per iod of seventeen years . A t its com m encem ent , the

Consistory relinquished to the cham ber , all authority over the

Sym bol ic degrees , and worked from the F ourth degree .

Bu t dur ing this tim e
,
the Un ited Suprem e Counci l (the

parent body)had ceased its acti v ity ,
although in full corres

pondence w ith m ost of the other legitim a te Suprem e Councils
of the two hem ispheres— and when this fact was m ade known
in N ew O rleans , the Suprem e Counci l was established there
in 1 839 , took up the correspondence which had been broken ,

a nd continued i t until 1 850 . This is im por tant to our his tory ,
for by it will be seen that the chain of succession is regular ly
kept up , and acknowledged by foreign powers from the year

1 81 3 to the year 1 850 , not by the power of individual inspec
tors , but by the power of regularly constituted bod ies , and

acknowledged as such by all leg itim ate bodies of the kind .

M r . F oulhouze, of the Suprem e Council of Louisiana
,
in

speaking upon this subject, says
A lthough it (the United Supreme Council)had erred, by entering into a

Treaty with the Suprem e Council of F rance , the United Suprem e Council of
the W estern Hem isphere had, however, acted according to the true Scotch
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In the Report m ade to the Grand O rient, by its O rator , the
following account is g iven

In 1 839 , the Suprem e Council of the Thirty
-third , Scottish R ite, A ncient

and A ccepted , succee ded the Scottish Grand Consistory, Thirty-second, and

that power, the highest class of this system ,
inherited the prerogatives of the

said Consistory. The Consistory was acknowledged , from its comm encem ent,

by the Grand O rient of F rance , through the Sovereign Grand Consistory, its
parent, and the Suprem e Council of that State was acknowledged in 1 840 by
the Grand O rient of F rance, and was in close and intim ate correspondence

with it , for more than twelve years, as an independent, Sovereign power in its
rite . I ts regularity is beyond all question.

The Scottish Sym bolic Cham ber of the Suprem e Council of Louisiana
was held in the M . W . Grand Lodge of Louisiana , until 1 850 , a period of

seventeen years , without interrup tion, and was , at that tim e, cut off. I t was

in consequence of this event, that the Suprem e Grand Counci l there, by a de

cision dated Septem ber 2 oth, 1 850 , resum ed her authority over all the degrees
of the Ancient and A ccepted Scottish R ite .

As we shal l not again return to the Suprem e Counci l of
Louisiana ,

and as Masonry in that State , prev ious to the year
1 850 , w he ther of the Ancient or Accepted , or of the York R ite ,
has been considered , one and the sam e

,
it w i ll be as well to

finish this par t of the subjec t here , by a v ery short sketch of

the difficulties there . as well as to correct the m is statem ents
of M . W . John Gedge , concerning the Suprem e Council , which
have been published and w idely circulated am ong the frater

mi ty . W e have no disposition to enter upon a cr itical exam
ination of the proceedings in the Grand Lodge of Louisiana ,
under the Grand Mastership of Gedge . Those who w ish for
inform ation ,

are referred to the published proceedings of that
body , in the years 1 850 and 1 851 .

The Repor t drawn up by Leblanc de Marconnay, one or two

years after the occurrences had taken place
,
is free from per

sona l anim adversion ; it sets the m a tter before us in a clear
light , and in such a way that it can be easily understood by
the m ost com m on intellect. He says

All the Grand Lodges in the United States of Am erica , thirty-two in
num ber, have been

,

constituted afte r the York R ite , because they originated
from England, Scotland and Ireland, where said rite is practiced since the re

v ival of the Masonic O rder, and where it has ever stood unalloyed . The only
exception to this general rule took place in Lou isiana , which becam e a State
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of the Union in 1 81 2 . The population of said State was , at that time, exclu
sively of F rench or Spanish origin.

The first Lodge in Louisiana was founded in 1 793 , by brethren of various
Easts , all united at New O rleans. They applied to the Grand Lodge of South
Carolina , and obtained from her, and under the name and title of ‘Perfect
Union,

’

a Constitution, whereby they were authorized to pract ice the York
R ite . The second Lodge was established in 1 794, after the Scottish R ite , by
the Grand Mother Lodge of Marse illes, in default of the Grand East, which,
at the t im e, was not at work , in consequence of the events of the F rench revo
lution. This Lodge took the nam e of Polar Star Lodge,

’
which cum ulated

afterward , the Modern, Scottish and York R ites. Masons from South Caro

lina , established in 1 80 0 , a York R ite Lodge , under the obedience of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, and bearing the name of Charity Lodge.

’

Several
brethren from the northern section of the United States, established in 1 80 6,
the ‘Lo uz

‘

siana Lodge,
’
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of N ew

York, equally practicing the York R ite . In the same year, the Grand Lodge

of Pennsylvania authorized the establishm ent of a new Lodge after the York
R ite, and under the nam e of Harm ony,

’
and another under the nam e of De

stred Reunion,

’
composed of Masons from St. Dom ingo.

Such was the essence of Masonry in Louisiana previous to the creat ion of

a Specia l Grand Lodge for that State . The constituted au thorities and the rites

in p ractice were dzfierent. But at that period, Louisiana was but a Masonic

territory belonging to a foreign power , and it was then custom ary for Masons

to derive their title from whencesoever they pleased. as long as the m ajority
recognized or established no Masonic authority. All these Lodges lived in
perfect harm ony, notwithstanding the different communions, and as a m atter

of course , the rites followed by the Masons of Louisiana, were am algamated.

The idea of founding a Grand Lodge, belongs to the first of the const itu ted
Lodges , and all said Lodges concurred in a m easure, whereby they were to be

governed on an equal footing with the Lodges of other parts of the Union. A

General Comm ittee was constituted in Convention on the 1 8th ofA pril , 1 81 2 ,
under the title of General Masonic Comm itte e for the State of Louisiana, and for

the purpose of establ ishing a Grand Lodge at N ew O rleans. Said Com m itte e

decided that a Grand Masonic Convention, composed of the five first O fficers,

a nd of the W . Past Masters of the Lodges represented in its bosom , to be sum

m oued on the 6th ofJune, 1 81 2 . A Constitutionwas adopted, and the Grand

Lodge was inaugurated after the York R ite. on the 1 1 th of Ju ly, 1 81 2 , under
the Pres idency of the W . Bro. Dubourg , first Grand Mas ter.

O n the 1 5th ofMarch, 1 81 3 , a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for

the State of Louisiana was also established , independent of the Grand Lodge ,

in order to regulate the adm inistrat ion of the high degrees of the York R ite.

F inally, the Scottish Masons of Lou isiana applied to the proper authority

(the Sovereign Grand Consistory, sitting in N ew York , and the competent
authority of said rite)for the establishm ent of a Grand Consistory for the
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Southern portion of the United States . Sa id Consistory was inaugurated and

proclaim ed in N ew O rleans, on the 1 9th of June, 1 81 3 , and became afterwards
a dependency of the Suprem e Council now existing in that city. The princi

pal O fi
‘
icers of the Grand Lodge , belonged , in the meantim e, to the Grand

Chapter of Royal A rch Masons, and to the Scottish Consistory of Lou isiana .

M any Lodges Worked under the York R ite altogether, and m any also under

the Scott ish R ite, or Modern Constitution, without interrupting the general

harm ony.

An act of incorporation was granted by the Legislature of Louisiana, to
the Grand Lodge, and sa id act contained no proviso, whereby it should be

necessary to belong exclusively to the York R ite, in order to enjoy its privi
leges and benefits. O n the contrary, it is therein stipulated that all regular

Lodges constituted, under the authority of said Grand Lodge, are hereby de
clared to be as m any corporations , de facto ci de jure, under Whatever nam e or

title they m ight be known or called in their Constitutions, with powers equal
to those granted by the Grand Lodge. And the Brethren Soulie , Dubourg,
Moreau de Lilet, Lefebre , Lemonier, Guibert and P inta, m entioned as petition

ers in pream ble of sa id A ct , belonged to the several rites then in pract ice, and
am ong said rites was the Scottish R ite, Ancient and A ccepted .

’

I t is true there existed som e discontent am ong certain Lodges of the York
R ite, claim ing the rigorous principles of said rite, and excluding any am alga
m ation with other system s. But the Grand Lodge was not, at that period ,
afflicted with that disease, and she spared no exertion in m aintaining union
am ong her subordinates .

F urthermore, the Grand Lodge , by decree, June 8th, 1 833 , which decree
was notified to the Grand Consistory of P rinces of the Royal Secret for the
State of Lou isiana, established in her bosom , a Scottish Sym bolic Cham ber,
and reques ted the Grand Consistory to divest itself of the right of constitu ting
Scottish Lodges , and to transfer the sam e to the said Cham ber . This demand
was granted , and all the Scott ish Lodges exchanged their Constitutive title,
for a Patent , issuing from the Grand Lodge, in her Scottish Sym bolic Cham
ber. This act proves und eniably, that the Grand Lodge of the York R ite, recog
nizes the right of the Grand Scottish Cmisistory , and consequently of the Su

p reme Council, to establish Lodges of its system in Lou isiana .

“ In 1 839 the Suprem e Council of the Scottish R ite , succeeded the Grand
Scottish Consistory, and that power, the highest of the system , had a personal
right to inherit the prerogatives of an inferior authority. This Supreme
Council has been recognized by the Grand Eas t of F rance, with which it has
held a correSpondence for m ore than ten years , and its regu larity at this day
is beyond all question.

The Grand Lodge is also in correspondence with the Grand O rient , and
from that period, each of those authorities in Lou isiana has been separate

l
y

represented, by distinct sponsors , in the bosom of the F rench Masonic Senate.

Encam pments of K nights Templar had been instituted in Lou isiana , by the
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of the Suprem e Council, from which they received new Constitutions . I t was

in consequence of this event, that the Suprem e Council , by a decision dated
September 2 0 th, 1 850 , resum ed its authority over all the degrees of theAncient
and Accepted Scottish R ite .

The various changes which I have related would have been but of a com

mon nature, had not the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, by an incomprehensible
intolerance, ordered all the Lodges under its jurisdiction, .to shut out the Scot

tish Masons, considering them altogether as Spurious and illegal .

The Grand Lodge of Lou isiana sought to justify this strange O stracism ,

’

by the authority of two pretended Scottish Masonic powers, viz., the body
under the control of A lbert G . Mackey, of Charleston, South Carolina, and
that of J. J . J . Gourgas , of N ew York city, who pretend to consider the Su

preme Council of Louisiana as srunrous,
’

under the pretence that ran did

not constitute or recognize it, &c.

"

Here i s a plain account of the whole transaction, and the
proceedings, condensed in few words, free from all the m is

representations and special pleadings by Gedge , and is g iven
in full to show the true state of the case. Mr. F oulhouze , in

his pamphlet concerning the r ite , says
Through the notorious J . Gedge , who always dreamed of revolts and

scandals, and seemed most happy when fomenting them , the Grand Lodge of
Mississippi , established in 1 848, a York Grand Lodge in Louisiana , in oppo
sition to the State Grand Lodge which cum u lated the rites— that is to say,

which adm inistered each of them respectively and separately through corres

ponding Sym bolic Cham bers .

That attempt did not succeed. John Gedge then caused a Masonic Con

vention to be held at Baton R ouge . The Scotch Masons there present were

shamelessly deceived, for when they believed that the decrees of that Conven
tion, which was to effect the union of the two Grand Lodges, had been so
worded as to secure their Scotch rights, they learned by the ordinances of the
new Grand Lodge, that their Sym bolic Cham ber was destroyed, and they
were placed under the imm ediate control of York rulers . Thereupon, the

Scotch Lodges complained before our Suprem e Council , which, by its decree
of September 2 oth, 1 850 , resumed the sole exercise of power over them .

Gedge knew where the deception lay, and that it was no accident , but the
result of artful design. He hated the Scotch R ite, and had attempted all in

his power to destroy it. The question, therefore, for him , was to find out how

he could carry out his purposes, and as he was unscrupulous about the means
to employ, he conceived the idea of becom ing a Scotch Mason himself, if it

were possible. He succeeded in finding at Charleston a man as unscrupulous
as himself. That m an was A . G . Mackey. He cam e out , at Gedges

’

request,

to establish a Consistory for the governm ent of the rite in Louisiana, which he
constituted under the jurisdiction of the Suprem e Power at Charleston, ap



SCOTTISH RITE O F HEREDOM . 2 35

pointing Gedge as the Commander, and therein conferring the high degrees of

what they are pleased to call the Scotch R ite, in such a m anner as to create

disgust, even to those who now exalt him as their Most Potent Monarch, &c.

"

I t has been authoritatively stated , that the said Consistory,
in concordance w ith a well concocted plan ,

was form ed in a

private room, in the evening , at New O rleans , by Mr . Mackey,
who , placing his r ight hand upon the shou lder of each m an in
the circle, one by one , and audibly declaring them to be Sub

lim e Princes of the Royal Secret , thus constituted them into a

ruling body of the Scottish R ite in that State ,
with John

Gedge as their Com m ander .

The following com m unication was imm ediately transm itted
by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana to the Suprem e Council

N EW O RLEANS , March 5th, 1 850 .

GRAND LO DGE O F THE STATE O F LO UISIANA

To the Suprem e Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of Thirty
third and last degree, Ancient F ree and Accep ted Scottish Masonry.

”

BRETHREN

Per m andate of the Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana , I respectfully
hereby inform you that the following R esolution was duly passed and adopted

by that body, at its extraordinary m eeting of the 4th inst.
Resolved, That the Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge shall imm ediate

ly inform the Suprem e Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General , Thir
ty
-third degree, meeting at N ew O rleans, that this Grand Lodge renounces,

now and forever, to constitute any Sym bolic Lodges, other than as Ancient

F ree and A ccepted M asons.

I rem ain, w ith the highest consideration, yours fraternally,
J . J . E. MASSICOT.

This comm unication sets forth the result of the whole m at

ter . The Convention had been held at Baton Rouge ; the
union of the two Grand Lodges had taken place the Consti
tu tion which was to cu t off from m em bership , all Scottish Ma

sons and Scottish Lodges had been ratified the m andate fol

lowed the Suprem e Council again resum ed the rights which
she had vested in the Grand Lodge in 1 833 , whereupon the
new Consi story was erected by Mackey ,

with John Gedge as

its head . And now two questions present them selves W hat
influences were used to bring about this result " And what
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opinions were generally entertained by the brethren concern

ing these proceedings "
In reply to the first question ,

it wou ld seem that John Gedge
was the principa l m over in the whole m atter . And ha ving
consum m ated all his plans, which resulted in a Convention ,

&c be m ade a Speech to the Grand Lodge , fil led w i th m any

errors
,

”
which Speech , unfor tunately for him ,

has been printed
and widely circula ted , thus becom ing a record and a reference .

W e Shall quo te only a few lines of this docum ent , believing
they wil l be sufficient. The whole repor t m ay be found in the
Grand Lodge proceedings , Louisiana , 1 850 .

In pursuing this investigation, we find that there are two bodies of this
designation one at N ew York, and the other at Charles ton— the first claim

ing jurisdiction over the N orthern part of the United States, and the other

over the Southern. These two bodies date their existence and derive their
au thority from a source m uch m ore ancient tha n the one here, and both aver
and declare , that according to the Statutes of their O rder, none other can legally
exist in the United Sta tes. These protests have been published, and they ha ve

never been contradicted.

Again
I wil l rem ark in few words , upon the character of this intrus ion upon the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. Som e excuse m ight be offered, were it

essentially necessary that the body intruding on us shou ld interfere wi th Sym

bolic Masonry, for the purpose of its pecu liar rite bu t we are inform ed that

such is not the case . Two bodies bearing the sam e t itles , and claim ing the

sam e attributes, exist at N ew York and Charleston, and if there be any ad

v antage and bette r inform ation derived from antiqu ity of establ ishm ent, they
ought to possess them ,

having existedfor nea rly ha lf a century longer tha n the

one here, é
‘
c.

”

The investigation pursued by Mr . Gedge m u st have been
arduous indeed . But where , we ask

, did he find this knowl
edge Surely ,

if there had been such a body in N ew York
,

as he claim s to have discovered , or in the ci ty of Charleston
,

which dated their existence , and derived their au thor itv from

a source , m uch m ore ancient than the one in New O rleans
,
or

the parent body in New York
,
from which it deri ved its

authority— so ancient as to have been in existence for half a

century before , &c .
— this fact would have been known by the

F raternity of either citv . As far as New York was concerned
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aside . That they never were the com peers of the Sovereign
Grand Consi story, or the Consistory of Louisiana, bu t were
denounced by both bodies from the very beg inning up to the

hour when he delivered his notable address. Not only so
,
bu t

even the Grand Lodges of all the Northern jurisdiction passed
Mr . Gourgas and his body by w ith the most perfect con

tem pt, not allowing a place on their records to witness, even
the reception

”
of any of his com m unications .

I t was by m eans of such statem ents as these, made by Gedge
to the Grand Lodge, that they were led to believe in the

spuriousness and illegitimacy of the Louisiana Consistory and

Counci l, and finally shut them ou t . After the work was con

Sum m ated, Mackey stood ready to constitute a Consistory in
Louisiana, with Gedge at i ts head— but the body did not li ve
long . The parties interested m ade the discovery, that they
were not respected , but becam e the laughing stock of the fra

ternity, and soon gave up their organ ization. The address or
letter to the M . W . Grand Master Gedge wi ll best express the
O pinions of the F raternity there .

A good deal of evil has been done "that is certain, too certa in. But who

has done it " You are well aware
,
that in violation of all laws ofM as onic

intercourse, the Grand Lodge of .M ississ ippi founded Lodges in and for the

State of Louis iana , exactly as if this glorious State had not already had a
Grand Lodge, provided with all the necessary powers. These Lodges soon after

founded a Grand Lodge of the York R ite, in opposition to the true and only
Masonic Grand Lodge cumulating— that is , protecting all rites. To those

who acted thus, I have a right to say, you either were right in acting as you

did, or you were wrong. If you were right, why.have you subsequently estab
lished a Grand Lodge of no particular rite " If you were wrong , why do you
not allow the Grand Lodge to grant Sym bolic Cham bers " W hy, in your

new Constitution, do you say, that you shall as certain and propagate the true
cerem onial and instruction in the work ofMasonry, and enforce the ir practice,
and by a subsequent resolution, proclaim that the ritual is not essential , is

m ore an article of discipline than faith, and is not a landmark of the O rder"
This is the origin of the evil I ndex m ali Iabes.

’

W hat right had the M ississipp i Grand Lodge to usurp an authority be

longing to us exclusively" W hat right had you to interfere with our form of

worship , &c.

I t is pa inful to state that such an outragehas been suggested and done by

a Brother Mason, who either has a Masonry of his own, or ideas of his own,

which must be obeyed. Are the people to be trifled with " Have we
, or



SCO TTISH R ITE or HEREDOM . 2 39

have we not, the liberty of conscience " And shall the am bitious whims of
one Sectarian, set everything on fire " W e had a Grand Lodge instituted
forty years ago . Under its jurisdiction every Lodge lived in perfect harmony
with her sisters, notwithstanding the difference of rites. W eakness, a lthough
it would be more Masonic to say : the wish for peace and friendship , caused the
real Grand Lodge, num bering sixty-six Lodges under her jurisdiction, to adm it
this spurious Grand Lodge into her bosom ,

and , as a m atter of course, the

author of this outrage was soon appointed Grand Master of the Amalgam a

tion .

’ O ne wou ld suppose that his am bition being satisfied , so far as noise in
the world and Sectarianism are concerned, he would keep quiet and establish
a general harm ony. But no, he m ust pu ll down the whole edifice, and no mat

ter what the consequence m ight be, he m ust, in the nam e of Peace and

Brotherly Love , set the brethren at drawn swords against each other, &c .

“ They felt, however, in the Sanctum Sanctorum , that this was going a

little too fas t that to am end or upset Constitutions, it was necessary to con

sult the . peop le that this new step in the way of innovations m ight endanger
the work they were bu ilding up . Somewhat confident in the total ignorance
and good faith of those whose Creed and rite they were about to crush, they

held a Convention at Baton Rouge, in June, 1 850 , that is to say, three m onths
after the autocratic decision by which they had broken their oath I A ll

Lodges were represented in said Convention. But the Report tells you how

the Scotch brethren were defeated.

In presence of such despotic, Anti-Masonic conduct , the Scotch brethren
resisted as m en, as Masons, and form ed an independent corporation under the

only Masonic authority existing in Louisiana, de jure et de facto. The

balance rem ained with the new Grand Lodge, swore obedience to her, through
indifference rather than from conv iction. Soon after this, the very same

Sectarian, in his restlessness, caused Brother A lbert G . Mackey to com e from

Charleston, in order to establish a Grand Consistory, exactly as if there never
had existed a Suprem e Council of the Scottish R ite in Lou isiana . O ur

Sectarian , after abolishing the Scottish R ite, wished to re—establish it, in order
to be at the head of it. This Consistory has been inaugurated ; you know it,
M . W . , for you were adm itted into itfor proper causes. The m anner inwhich

the degrees were conferred in this spurious Consistory is, and will be, an

eternal sham e to the Brother who has conferred them .

“ I f Mas onry is so often an object of m ockery, if it is so often treated as

nonsense by m en of the world, and even by som e Masons, it is certainly owing

to the conduct of such m en as m ake a traffic of it, either m ora lly or pecuni~

arily. The Suprem e Council to which I have the honor of belonging, and
which,

in the Masonic world , is the only real and legitimate Suprem e Council

for Lou isiana , has declared this Consistory The good faith of

m any m em
bers of this new fangled Consistory has been abused , and I myself,

after having had the satisfaction of proving , to som e of them , that our Su

prem e Counc
il was the only real , authority was comm issioned by Brother
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Prehu, in his own name, in that of his brother, and ofBrotherGeorge A rnold

Holt , to declare and proclaim to all the brethren ,
that every thing had been

m isrepresented to them by the Ex Grand Master O f the Grand Lodge , and
that they had sent in their resignation and you yourself, M . W . Grand Master ,

you have told m e that you had caused this m ock Consistory to cease its

works, because you had found out its sp uriousness.

’

[Ladebat
’
s Lette r,

1 853]

I t appears that
,
subsequently, a disagreem ent of som e kind

took place in the Suprem e Council O f Louisiana , which resulted
in the resignation O f Messrs . F oulhouze , Col lens , F age t and

Massicott
,
also Lisbony and Lam othe . Brother F oulhouze

resigned and withdrew his m em bership
-
ia July ,

and the rem ain
d er in Decem ber , 1 853 . (See Appendix , Docum ent 30 , Part
F irst.) Tha t in January , 1 855, the M ackey C onsistory of

1 85 2 , before alluded to by Brother Ladebat, in his able letter
to Gedge , and the old Consis tory of 1 81 3 , entered into prelim
inaries in a Conv en tion held by the two bodies

,
in which it

was agreed , tha t all their difliculties should be referred to the

decision of the
“
SUPREME CO UNCIL O F CHARLESTO N for

adjudiciation . This decision of the bodies was undoubtedly
brought about by the resignation and withdrawal of the before
m entioned m em bers

,
leav ing the disaffected ones to pursue

their own course . N 0 one who is at all acquainted w i th the

history of the Charleston body ,
wi ll be long in com ing to a

conclusion what tha t decision would be . I t was
,
of course ,

adverse to the Suprem e Council of Louisiana
,
and the old

Consistory of 1 81 3 .

'

W hereupon , the rem aining m em bers of

the Suprem e Counci l dissolv ed that bodv and the m em bers of
the old Consistory of 1 81 3 , which Brother Ladebat was a

m em ber of, transferred all i ts
“
r ights , powers and privileg es

to the spur ious Consistory of 1 852 , which Brother Ladebat
had SO truthfully descr ibed in 1 853 . Thi s was fol lowed by a

Concordat,
”
or Articles of Union , between the Suprem e Coun

c il Si tting at New O r leans (disaffected m embers , who were left
by those who resigned), and the Suprem e Counci l at Char leston,

the latter body becom ing the ruling power , whi le the form er
becam e Honorary Mem bers O f the Char leston body, and Depu
t ies for the State O f Louisiana . This was consumm ated in
F ebruary, 1 855, and the result was

,
the Consistory of the year
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Independent, and one Consistory, Thirty-second degree, De
pendant, upon the Charleston bodv .

Perhaps , in concluding this part of the history, it would be
proper for us to state, that the a ttem pt is m ade in the foregoing,
to set forth the sim ple “

facts
” in the case, but that to all the

F raternity who feel interested in the diferences existing
with the New O rleans bodies ,we would say, that a full account
thereof i s given in the book published by Brother F oulhouze ,

on one side, and by Brothers Lam arre and Ladebat, on the

other, to which they can refer at leisure.



C H A P T E R N I N T H .

FURTHER PROGRESS O F THE ANCIENT AND A CCEPTED

RITE.

History of the Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica, her Terri

tories and Dependencies resumed..
—Henry C. A twood — the N ew Council ;

how form ed ; and the reasons — List O f its O fficers — J. J. J . Gourgas.

General Grand Chapter.
— C. C. Sebring .

— The m aiden Edict of the Gour

gas Suprem e Conncil. —Convent ion at Chicago— Rev . Bro. W alker.

Lodge of Perfection in N ew York under Gourgas — Re organization of the

Suprem e Council under Jeremy L. Cross — The Term s and Conditions.

List
'

of its O ffi cers — The Edict and Appeal . -R eply to a previous Edict

and also to the present one by theGourgas Counci l . -Masonic publication
Edict by the Charleston Council denying the au thenticity of the Patent of

Jerem y L. Cross. —Copy of the Patent with the attestation O f one of the

signers— Resignation of Jeremy L . Cross.
— R easons.

— Re-organization and

Installation by the I ll. Bro. Jam es F oulhouze , Sov Gr Comm ander for

Lou isiana .
—List of O fficers Installed— Treatybetween the Supreme Coun

cil for the United States and the Suprem e Council for Lou isiana — Leblanc
de Marconnay.

— General Mosquera .
—~Resignations.

— List of O fficers in

1 855.
— Pet ition for N ew Bodies — Death of I ll Bro Henry C. A t

wood — List of O fficers in 1 857.
— Suprem e Council for the State of Con

necticut — Bodies under its Jurisdiction._ Supreme Counc il for the State

of California - Sov Gr Consistory for the State of N ewJersey — Sov

Gr Consistory for the State O f Massachusetts — H istory of the GOurgas

Council established in 1 848.
— Spl it.— R aym ond Council._ R ecapitulation.

Sublim e Lodge of Perfection at A lbany, N ew York. Giles F onda Yates.

—A R eview of his Speech
—F acts stated— Conclusion of the work of the

Sublim e Lodge.

W E will now return and take up the history of the Suprem e

Counci l of the United S tates of Am erica , and bring it to

a close .

I t wi l l be rem em bered that in the year 1 837, a split took
place in the Suprem e Counci l , or rather, m ore proper ly Speak

ing , a division Was m ade by reason of the expulsion of Brother
Henry C . Atwood and his coadjutors, from the Grand Lodge
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of the S ta te of New York . At this tim e a second or new

Grand Lodge was form ed , under the title of St. John s Grand

Lodge,
”
which char tered its own Lodges . I t will a lso be

recollec ted that Mr . Atwood ,
at this tim e , was Sovereign

Grand Inspector Genera l , Thirty-third degree , and held the

power of the sam e ,

‘

confirm ed and countersigned bv Dew i tt
Clinton

,
the M . P . Sovereign Grand Com m ander , which, ac

cording to the Laws and Constitutions O f the O rder , ga ve him

the power for life
,
to es tablish , congregate , superintend and

instruc t Lodges , Chapters , Colleges , Consistor ies and Counci ls
of the Royal and M il itary O rder of Ancient and Modern F ree
Masonry, over the surface of the two hem i spheres, &c . Taking
advan tage of his position as a Sovereign Grand Inspector
Genera l

,
he char tered a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons

,
under

the ti tle of O r ien t Chapter , a Counci l of Royal and Selec t
Masters

,
and an Encam pm ent of K nights Tem plar . Under

this organiza tion ,
in the course of a few years the bodies pros

pered
,
and largely increased in num bers . He , at the sam e tim e

,

continu ed the m ee tings of Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter ,
being its presiding officer , and established a Consistory of Sub
lim e Pr inces of the R oyal Secret . In due tim e he gathered
around him the old m em bers of the Uni ted Suprem e Counci l

,

who, w i th others that had been elevated to the Thir ty-third
degree he form ed a Suprem e Council which took the place of

the old body which had been dissol ved .

This happened in the year 1 846
,
or n ine years after the

form a tion O f S t. John’

s Grand Lodge . F rom 1 832 to 1 837 the

Consistory and Rose Croix Chapter m oved on in harm ony
bu t when the expulsion of the m em bers of St . John s Grand
Lodge

‘ took place , m any O f the O ld m em bers of the Council
wi thdrew ,

leaving Brothers Atwood , Marsh
,
Piatt and O thers

in possession . They continued to work on , and a t t he tim e
alluded to

,
v iz ,

,
1 846 , ou -hearing of the dissolution of the

body, com posed then of but four m em bers , they at once took
their place . Bro . Marsh died

,

early in the year 1 846 , so that

his nam e
, does not appear in the new Counci l . Nor does Bro,

F iatt’s nam e appear , so that the Consistory as then consti tuted
,

on this account , was m ade up entirely of new m en who had
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Counci l or a Mason,
that be (Mr . Gourgas)was never a m em

ber of the Charleston body that he was entirely unacquainted
with all the other gentlem en ,

and declined having any thing to
do with them whatever . F ai ling in this appl ication,

they con

sulted toge ther , and after due deliberation,
m ade up their Coun

cil of the following persons , with Gourgas at their head , viz. ,
J. J. J. Gourgas, Giles F onda Yates , Edward A . R aym ond ,

K il lian H . Van Rensselaer , John Christie , Charles W . Moore

and Archiba ld Bul l. Having organized them selves, they issued
their first

,
or m aiden edic t, hearing date of June 1 st, 1 848.

But i t is not probable that they were fairly and com plete ly
organized before 1 848, as Brother M itchell thus Speaks of them
in his Masonic History, Vol . 2 , page 88

To guard against evil surm ises, the author deem s it proper to state that,

in 1 847, the R ev . Bro. W alker, then an Ep iscopal M inister a t Chicag o, and

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of I llinois, invited or called 3. Convention
of Royal A rch Masons, from that and the surrounding States. To this Con

vention Brother W alker exhibited his authority, g iven him by the
‘ Grand

Council cy
”

New York,
’

over which Brother J . J . J. Gourgas presided. The

author was invited to deliver a public address to said Convention and during
his visit , Brother W alker, in the presence of the late Brother Barney, com
m unicated to him all the degrees of the said Scotch R ite. W hen he received
the Thirty-third, and the charges appertaining , he respectfu lly, bu tfirm ly, de

nounced the whole, as inconsistent with, if not opposed to, F ree Masonry ;

whereupon Brother W alker very properly withheld from him such docum ents

as , btherwise he wou ld have been entitled to. A nd now he is told by the

Brothe r whocla iins to have written. and delivered said authority, that Brother

W alker transcended his powers. Be this as it m ay, the recipient feels no sort

of concern, as he has never sought or desired intercourse with the Society, but

he confesses that , with the im perfect knowledge of the degrees as comm unies

ted, he did seek and desire to know m ore of their history,

F rom which we conclude that the au thority g iven to Brother
W alker was the individua l power O f Gourgas, who, from the

m ere fac t of his being a Sovereign Grand Inspector General ,
has assum ed this power , probably giving other nam es as officers
than those which appear on the docum ent of 1 848. W e judge
thus , because it is not usual , or in order

,
for any lawful body

oft -men (Masonic)to g i ve such power to any indi v idua l m em

ber , either to initiate an assem blage of m en into the degrees,
or to confer the Thirty-third . There could not have been an
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org anized body at this tim e under the Statutes , Institutes, &c.

for if there had been, this power could never have been g iven,

unless by a specia l decree of the full body. I t 1 5 in direct con
traven tion O f the laws. And further, we j udge thus, because
Brother W alker’s nam e does not appear on the docum ent of
1 848, nor on any published proceedings or acts ofany O f their
bodies, not even as a m em ber . I t i s very evident that he was
to have acted an im portant part in this new body. He had

been Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of the State ofNew
York , and was, at the tim e referred to, the M. W . Grand Mas
ter of the Grand Lodge of I llinoi s

,
an Episcopal clergym an ,

and one
“

who was very well known to the Masonic fraternity .

But he was left out to m ake room fOr others, who, perhaps,
were better known and m ore deserving .

AS has been before m entioned
,
the first public intimation

that was had of such a body, was the i ssue of a published Ci1
cu lar

, under date of June l st, 1 848, which was directed to all

the Grand Lodges in the Un i ted States, and duly forwarded ,

bu t from a careful exam ination of the published proceedings of
all of them , in that year and the year following, we do not find

that any notice whatever was taken of it
,
in any of these

bodies, with one exception . That body was the Grand Lodge
of Connecticut. In the published proceedings of this body, in
the year 1 849 , this docum ent was inserted at the end of the

book , as a y
-leaf ; no m ention whatever be ing m ade of it

in the proceedings . This circum stance brought down the

censure of the Grand Lodge
” upon the Grand Secretary, for

allowing it to appear in the book . He pleaded ignorance in
m itigation,

stating that he found i t am ong the
“
Docum ents ,

”

and supposed it was proper to print it, and was not aware at

the tim e , that the Grand Lodg e had voted it under the table .

The Docum ent w ill be found in the Appendix, No . 31 .

This publicat ion would have passed
'

without notice and have
been forgotten, but for the occurrence of a slight circum stance .

A dissatisfaction had arisen among one or two O f the m em bers
of St . John’s Grand Lodge , re lative to these degrees. They
sought out Gourgas 1 n his obscur ity, O btained from him the de

grees, and subsequently established a Lodge of Pcrféétlon 1 n
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the city of New York . They were zealous in the cause
,
had a.

room very splendidly fitted up , and proceeded with the work
under the protection of Gourgas . This brought the new Coun
‘

cil into notice, and the m em bers of that Lodge , sm arting under
the slight which they felt that thejr had suffered , were ready at

all times , on their part , to fan the sparks of discord into a

flam e . No m eans were left by them untried, to bring the old

Suprem e Council , or A twood Council , as it
"

was then term ed
,

into contem pt. I t was at this s tage of proceedings that the
Author entered into the work of attem pting to build up the
old Counci l on a better foundation . He had been absent from
the city for the twopreceding years, and during that tim e, the
union of the two Grand Lodges had taken place . There was
nothing to prevent a complete union of the mem bers of the old
body, and according ly, in the year 1 851 , the work was com

m enced in earnest .
In order that it should be properly efl

‘

ected , it was deem ed
necessary to find a Grand Comm ander, if possible one

l

of the

old m em bers . Bu t m ost of them , together with the acti ve
m em bers, had passed away, or had rem oved from the city. I t

happened that Bro. Jeremy L . Cross was then a resident.
K nowing tha t he held a Power or Patent

,
as Sovereign Grand

Inspector General , both from the Sovereign Grand Consistory
and from the Suprem e Grand Council of Charleston , South
Carolina,the form er bearing date 1 81 5, and the latter 1 82 5,
full and complete , the author waited upon him , and explained
to him the necessity of tak ing a stand in the m atter

,
in order

to overcom e
‘

the strong opposition which was then developing
itself against the old C ouncil . Mr . Cross then brought forth
his Patent,which had l

'

aindorm ant from the tim e of its recep
tion ,

and stated that he had never used it
,
because of his at

tachm ent to the ritual , and the principles Of Ancient York
Masonry, as well as on account of the light O pinion he had
entertained of the so-called Inef

'

able degrees .

”
He was an old

m an . F rom his young days he had been educated in that
system ; he had labored earnestly through the years of his
life to build it up, and was sofirm ly fixed in his O pinions,
that he saw no other Masonry in the world but that par



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 50 SCO TTISH RITE, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED .

(See Appendix, Docum ent
I t is proper to m ention here, that to this Docum ent were ap

pended five Seals the date of four of which were 1 81 5, and

the Rose Croix Seal , the year 1 795. These Seals were the

property of Mr . Cross ; his own Seals , hearing date at the

tim e he was received into the Suprem e Counci l at New York ,
and constituted a Sovereign Grand Inspector General , with
power to confer the degrees, which power he never m ade any
use of, as has been before stated. They were not a counter
feited article, as his opponents have been p leased to assert.
He also received at the sam e tim e, from the hands of Mr. Cer

neau and the hands of Mr . Thomas Lownds, a ful l set of the

rituals of all the degrees. This se t was one of the three m en
tioned in the notes at the end of the Docum ent in the Appen
dix , and was in his possession a t the tim e he was the presiding
officer of the Council. O ne other set cam e from the Louisiana
Consi story, and the third from the Suprem e Counci l a t

Char leston. Bro. John Barker and himself bo th having a

copy . The Rose Croix Seal dated 1 795 was a cow of the

Seal which he had in his possession , being that of the Triple
Union Rose Croix Chapter ”

of that date.

ln the publications and Docum ents issued by the Suprem e
Council Since that tim e , the se Seals have been copied

,
thereby

leading som e persons astray as it regards the date of the orig in
of the Council , viz . , 1 807. These rem arks are m ade to correc t

this error .

As m ight have been supposed
,
the announcem ent which

appeared in the dai ly papers , of the re organization of the Su

prem e Counci l , and the issuing of this Docum ent
,
stirred up all

the ire of the opposite body, as well as the Suprem e Counci l at
Charleston, and brought forth from them the replies-which wil l
be found in the Appendix , Docum ent No . 33 .

The two counterfeited stam ps, m entioned by the New

York body, have no allusion whatever to the Docum ent to
which the nam e of Mr . Cross is attached—bu t to Docu
m ent 34.

F ollowing close upon these circulars , the I ll. Bro. Charles
W . Moore Edi tor of the F ree Masons Monthly Magazine , of
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Boston
,
and I ll. Bro . Albert G . Mackey, M . D .

,
Editor of a

Masonic m onthly in Charleston, opened their batteries with all

the virulence and bitterness of De La Motta in his palm y days.
Having no desire to take up Spac e in the history by a repro
du ction of any of the se m em orials of fol ly , we wi ll proceed .

At the re organization in 1 85 1 , m any of the old mem bers of
the Council cam e in . I n the month of June , Hon . John W .

Mulligan , Pas t Grand Com m ander , vi si ted the body, and con

firm ed the proceedings of the sam e . The . m ee tings now

becam e regular , and a union of the Grand Lodges hav ing pre
v iously taken p lace , all form er causes of difference and dissen
sion were rem oved . The correspondence with various Suprem e
Councils was renewed , and Peti tions were received for the

re organi zation of several subordinate bodies .

In 1 852 , in consequence of the continued ill health of the M.

P . Sov . Grand Comm ander , Bro . Jeremy L . Cross , he was

obliged to tender his resignation, and shortly after
,
removed

from the city to Haverhi ll , NewHam pshire , where he rem ained
until his dea th . R ev . Salem Town also had resigned his office
as Grand K eeper of the Seals.

In accordance w ith the petition of the m em bers of Jcrusa

lem Chapter , Rose Croix ,” that body was re organized and

again comm enced its labors . Lafayette Chapter Rose
Croix also re-com m enced its work under the old W arrant .

Several comm unications were received during the year from
the Suprem e Grand Council of Louisiana , for one of which see

Docum ent 36 ; and in the m onth of Ju ly , The M. Ill. Grand
Comm ander , Jam es F oulhouze , presented him self from that

Suprem e Counci l , w ith proper credentials, and was received
in am ple form . There were various weighty reasons which , a t
this tim e, called for a new organization . Mr . Cross had been

prostrate
d by disease , had resigned ,

and rem oved from the

ci ty . The office of Grand Comm ander was vacant. R ev .

Sa lem Town had also resigned . Under the presen t organiza
tion, the officers were so far from the city, and from each other ,
that it was found alm ost an im possible thing to ge t a ful l

m eeting of the body for the transaction of the m ost im portant
business . And further , the “

ru les
” laid down by the Grand
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Comm ander concerning the recep tion qf candidates ,
”
debarred

any new m em bers from com ing in.

As I ll. Bro . F oulhouze was then present , and the m em bers
being desirous that the list of officers should be full, the fol
lowing brethren were then installed by Bro. F oulhouze, in his

official capacity
The Most I llustrious Brothers,

HENRY C. A '
rwooD , M P Sov . Grand Comm ander,

EUGENE VArn
'
r, Depu ty

Dnznm us , Lieut.

F . Romm n, Grand K eeper of the Sea ls ,
DAVID CO CHRANE, M aster of Ceremonies ,

W ILLIAM W O RK, Standard Bearer,

EDWARD UNKAB'
r , 1 11. Grand h easurer,

Rosnnr B. F O LGER , Secretary Genera l .
CHARLES G. W ATERBURY, e . Captain of the Guards.

A Treaty of Union was entered into between the two Coun
cils, and the I ll . Bro. F oulhouze sai led for F rance dur ing the

latter part of that m onth , (July ,)bearing wi th him the united
application of both Suprem e Counci ls, to the Grand O r ient of
F rance , for recogni tion ,

and a renewal of the correspondence
which had ceased .

Bro . F oulhouze returned from F rance in the m onth of

Decem ber, and presented to the Suprem e Council the R eport
of Leblanc de Marconnay ,

O ra tor of the Cham ber of Council
and of Appeals . a lso a very interesting letter from I ll . Bro.

Marconnay to the Grand Com m ander
, encourag ing the hope,

that so soon as a m eeting of the body should take place , the
probabi lity was, that the recognition and acknowledgem ent
would be confirm ed . This hope , however , was not realized .

Bu t for various reasons we would here recapitulate . The

testim ony has been given concerning the establishm ent of the

Consistory in 1 80 7— its uninterrupted continuance up to the

year 1 82 8
— its re—establishm ent as the United Suprem e Coun

cil in 1 83 2 — its continuance up to 1 846 , when it ceased .
Also

the particulars concerning the “
split

”
in 1 837— the form ation

and continuance of the Consistory there up to 1 851
,
when the

reorganization took place under the full au thority of Jerem y L.

Cross— those proceedings confirm ed by Hon. John W . Mulli
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connay, O rator to the Cham ber of Counci l and of Appeals ,
was elected an Honorary Mem ber of this Suprem e Council
and a Diplom a forwarded to him , with other Docum ents .
O n the 4th day of April , the M . P . and I ll. Bro. General T .

C . de Mosquera , ofNew Granada ,
was received in am ple form

by the Suprem e Council , and the m ost friendly congratulations
were exchanged . In the following O c tober , a reply was

received from the Grand. O rien t and Suprem e Council of New
Granada

,
form ing an a lliance wi th the Suprem e Council of

New York , and appointing T . I ll . Bro . Henri Billiet, R epre
senta tive for the Grand O rient and Suprem e Counci l of New
Granada

,
near the Suprem e Council of New York .

(See Docum ent No. 37, Appendix .)
O wing to som e difficu lties occurring with the Germ an F ra

ternity, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of H am burg ,
T . I ll. Bro . Edward Unkar t, Treasurer General, tendered his
resignation to the Suprem e Council , which was recei ved and

acted upon .

“A vote of thanks was passed for services rendered ,
and the vacancy m ade by his resignation was filled by I ll.

Bro. Henri R illiet, thus preserving the offi ces comple te .

In the early part of the year 1 854, the resignation of T . I ll.

Bros. Eugene Va tet, F lorim ond Rou llier and Dezelius were

received and accepted , after which they withdrew their m em

bership from the Counci l . Som e difficulties and dissensions
having arisen in Lodge. La Sincerité N o. the labors of that
Lodge were suspended , and the said Lodge subsequently with
drew from the jurisd iction of the Suprem e Council

,
and placed

i tself under the Grand Lodg e of the State of NewYork . W ith
the exception of the above nam ed bre thren

,
the O fficers of the

Counci l rem ained the sam e as before. The withdrawal of
La Sincerité Lodge was altogether owing to influences from

opposing brethren.

In 1 855 the following O fficers were elected
The Most I llustrious Brothers ,

HENRY C. Arwoon , Grand Comm ander,

EDMUND B. HAYS, Deputy Grand Comm ander,

DANI EL SICKLES, Illustrious M inister of State,
Horxm s TnomrscN , Grand K eeper of the Seals,
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The Most I llustrious Brothers ,
CHARLESW .W 1LLETTS, Grand Master of Cerem onies,
CHARLES W . A '

rwoon, Standard Bearer,
H ENRY Emm x

'

r , Treasurer General,
Rosnnr B. F orces , Secretary General,
DAVID CocnnANE, Captain of the Guards .

At the first m ee ting in March , a Petition was recei ved from
ten bre thren,

who purposed to take all the degrees , with the

v iew of establishing a Lodge of Perfection ,
a Council of Princes

of Jerusalem , a Sov ereign Chapter of Rose Croix , a Council of
K adosch, and a Consistory of Sublim e Princes of the Royal
Secret. After a proper exam ination and inquiry had been
m ade

, the Petition of the above m entioned brethren was acted
upon, and proper instruc tions given concerning the m anner of

rece iving the degress , before an answer could be g i ven in ful l .
In the m onth of May following ,

‘

the above brethren ha ving
recei ved the degrees , renewed their Petition. for a Sublim e
Lodge of Perfection ,

which was acted upon favorably , and the

said Lodge was duly constituted May 2 d, under the dis tincti ve
t i tle of fl tlantic N o. 1 .

”
At a subsequent m eeting of the

Counci l , the Pe ti tion for the reruaining bodies was renewed
,

and ac ted upon favorably. And by the latter part of July ,
sam e year , W arrants of Constitu tion iwere issued for a Council
of Princes of Jerusalem , a Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix,
a Council of K adosch, and a Council of Sublim e Princes of the
Roya l Secre t, all of which were duly constituted

,
the whole

being completed ' by Septem ber 1 s t. The num ber of m em bers
to those bodies increased with rapidi ty .

During this year , T . I ll. Bro . Seth Driggs, S. G . I . G .
, and

Grand Com m ander of the Grand Consistory, I sland of Trini
dad ,

renewed his m em bership wi th the Suprem e Council , and
deposi ted his form er Comm ission with the sam e — Com m ission
was renewed . Also I ll. Bro . Doctor R ichard S. Spofi

'

ord ,

l)epu ty Inspector General for the S ta te of Massachusetts , re
iding at Newburyport, deposi ted his Comm ission, which was
renewed .

Applications were also received from the States of Maine
and New Ham pshire by parties who were desirous of establish
ing a Consistory in each of those S ta tes . The num ber of the
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applicants being , constitutional, and their recomm endations
unexceptionable

, the applica tion was placed in the hands of
I ll. Bro . Jeremy L. Cross, with the request that proper inquiry
should be m ade , and a report rendered to the Suprem e Council
as early as i t could be done . The state of health in which
Bro. Cross then was, prevented a speedy reply. The general
affai rs of the Supreme Council during this year were in a pros~

perons condition .

In 1 856 the O fficers were the sam e. Al l the bodies depen
dent upon the Suprem e Counci l continued their labors in har
m ony, and the prospect of a continuance of good feeling am ong
the brethren was m ore than usually flattering , especially as the
strong opposition which had hitherto disturbed the peace of
the brethren had ceased.
A correspondence had been com m enced with the Suprem e

Counci l ofBelgi um during the closing part of the year, which,
in April following , produced a very favorable reply, w ith the

acknowledgem ent of the body , and the appointm ent of a

Representative near the Counci l at Brussels, v iz ., T . I ll. Bro.

Edward F ischer, Thirty-third .

(See Docum ent No. 38, Appendix.)
During the succeedin <r four y ears, until January, 1 860 , there

is not m uch to record , except the usual routine business per
tain ing to the body . I ll. Bro . H enry C. Atwood rem oved
from the city to the State of Connecticut, 0 11 account of iLl

health . His infirm ities continued to increase upon him after

his removal , and in the m onth of Septem ber, 1860 , he died .

He was , perhaps, whi le liv ing . one of the most expert workm en
in the “

Art of Masonry
”
to be found , and left behind him -a

nam e , which wi ll long be rem em bered with pleasure.

'bv the

F raternity at large. His perception was quick , his m em ory

retentiv e, his zeal and industry in acquiring Masonic knowl
edge, unsurpassed. And he was a lways apt and ready to im
part to others, all the know ledge he was him self possessed of,
ha v ing a faculty for this peculiar calling , which very few per
sons are found to possess. Naturally headstrong and obstinate ,
w i th great independence of thought, he , like all others of this
class , m ade m any enem ies ; bu t there were trai ts of kindness
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This Suprem e Council has under its jurisdiction ,
a Grand

Consistory of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret, Thirty
second degree ; a Counci l of K adosch, Thirtieth degree ; a
Sovereign Chapter of Princes of Rose Croix , Eighteenth de
gree ; a Council of Princes of Jerusalem ,

Sixteenth degree ;
and a Lodge of Perfection , F ourteenth degree ; all of which
are in a flour ishing condition . The Grand East of this Su
prem e Council is at Bridgeport, Connecticut .

In 1 860 , several I llustrious Brethren ,
m em bers of the Sn

prem e Council here ,
who had , in past years , em igra ted to Cal

ifornia
,
organized them selves a s a body, and m ade application

to be consti tuted a Suprem e Grand Counci l for the State of

California
,
to hold an East in the city of San F rancisco. In

accordance with their applicati on ,
they were constituted as

follows

The Most I llustrious Brothers ,
JAMES C. L . W AD SW O RTH ,

M . P. Sov . Grand Comm ander,

LEANDER RAN SOM , I llustrious Lieut.

J . F RANK MI LLER , Secretary General of the H E

JOHN W . TUCKER , Treasurer

W I LLIAM N O RRIS, M inister of State . and Grand O rator,
H I RAM W . LEO NARD , Grand K eeper of the Seals ,
CLEMENT F ER GUSO N Master of Ceremonies ,

GEO RGE F . H O O PER , Grand Standard Bearer.

The Grand East of the Suprem e Grand Council for the

State of California i s held in the city of San F ranci sco
,
and

the O rder is in a very flourishing condition there . Many new

m em bers have been added, and other bodies constituted by it,
since its organization .

O n the 2 3d of January ,
1 86 2

,
nineteen I l lustr ious Brethren

,

residing in New Jersey, having received their degrees from the

Suprem e Council of New York , and having m ade application
to be constituted into a Consistory for the State of N ew Jor

sey, were so constitu ted by the Suprem e Grand Council of
New York ; I ll . Bro. Edm und B. Hays , Sov ereign Grand
Com m ander , and are now proceeding w i th the regular and

constitutional work of the body. I ts location i s at Trenton,
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New Jersey. The Most I ll. Bro. John Sheville is appointed
Deputy Inspector General for that State .

The following i s a li st of the O fficers installed
THOMAS J . CARSON , M . D ., G. S. W . of the G. L., G. H . Priest of the

Grand Chapter, and Grand Comm ander of the

Grand Commandery of N ew Jersey,
Chmm ander in Chief ,

GEORGE B. EDWARD S, Deputy Commander in Chief,

JO SEPH H . HO UGH , Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge ,

l st Lieut Commander.

W M . T , W O ODRUF F , 2 d

W M . E. STAGG , Grand M inister of S tate

REUBEN S . VAN TASSELL , Chancellor
,

JOHN W O O LVERTO N , M . D ., Gr. Sec
’

y of the Grand Chapter

Grand Secretary,

S . R . TERRILL , Treasurer,

W M . R . CLAPP , K eeper of the Seals,
W M. A RMSTRO NG , Engineer,
W . G . N ICHO LSO N , Hospitaller,
JAM ES E . EMERSO N , Master of Ceremonies,
CHARLES BECHTEL , Cap of the Guards,

JOHN P . N ELSO N , Standard Bearer,

A . P .H OWELL , Sentinel .

I ll . Bros . Dav id Naar and Thom as W . Satterthwaite
,
both

m em bers of the United Suprem e Counci l for the W estern Hem

isphere in 1 832 , and signers of the ratification of the Treaty
in 1 836 , were present at the installation,

and took an active
part in the proceedings.

O n the 3d day of May , 1 862 , in com pliance w ith the petition
of a constitutional num ber of I llustrious Brothers , who had

previously received their degrees from the Sovereign Grand
Consistory , New York city , the O fficers of the Suprem e Grand
Council for the United States of Am erica, their Terr i tories
and Dependencies , proceeded to Boston , Massachusetts , for the
purpose of constituting a Grand Consistory, Thirty-second de
gree , for that State . and ,

installing the O fficers of the sam e.

The cerem onies were of the m ost interesting character.

The following i s a list of the O fficers installed
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I llustrious Brothers,

GILBERT J. N OUR SE, Cam bridge, P . M ., P. H . Priest, P. G. G. of the

Grand Enc
’
t of Mass . and Rhode Island, &c.,

JOHN K . HALL, Somerville, P . M ., H. Priest, Dist.Dep
’

yG . Master, &c.,
Deputy Grand Commander .

RICHARD M. BARKER , Boston, P . M ., l st Lieut. Grand Commander.

W M. F . K NOWLES, Cam bridgeport, P . M . , President of Counci l of Royal

and Select Masons, &c.,

2 d Lieut. Grand Commander.

R ICHARD S . SPOEEO RD , JR ., N ewburyport, P . M.,

Ill M in of State, and G . 0

N ICHOLAS HATHAWAY, Dorchester, P . M .
,

Grand Chancellor.

ELIHU C. BAKER, Medford, P . M ., Ex President of the Senate, Mesa ,
Grand Secretary.

ALBIO N K . P . W ELCH , Cam bridge, P . M .,

Grand Treasurer.

R OBERT LEW I S DAVI S, W atertown, P . M . ,

Grand Engineer and Introductor.

W EARE D. BIOK F ORD , Brighton, P . M ., Grand Hospitaller .

JAMES R . GARDNER , Boston, P . M ., G . P . S . ofGrand Chapter, Mass ,

Grand Master of Ceremonies.

JAMES R . BUGBEE, Som erville, P . M ., Grand Capta in of the Guards.

DANIELW .LAWRENCE,Medford, P .M ., Grand Sentinel.

MEMBERS.

BENJAMIN F . N OURSE, P . M ., Grand Lecturer for Mass.,
JOHN D . JENNINGS , P . M . ,

L. MUDGE, P . M., and W . P . BUTTERF IELD , P . M .

F or li st of O fficers, Active and Honorary Members of
Suprem e Grand Council for the United States O f Am erica,
Docum ent 41 .

W e shal l now give a few par ticulars of the Gourgas Coun
cil

, estab lished in 1 848, in the city of New York , styling i tself
the

“ Supreme Grand Council for the Northern Juri sdiction .

”

W e have before stated that Mr . Gourgas was Secretary
General of the Suprem e Council star ted by De La Motta in
1 81 3 , which body becam e extinct in the year 1 81 8, unless it is
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that he has elevated to the Thirty-third degree several persons
and constituted them into a Suprem e Counci l . The Edict m ay
be found in the Appendix , Docum en t 3 1 . I ts object is todefine
the position qf the body by declaring the boundaries qf its j urisdic
tion and the degr ees which it assum es to control. I t does not

renounce,
” but m erely waives i ts right to control the first

three degrees, to take it up again whenever circums tances may

require.

” This doctr ine is stil l advocated by both the Gourgas
and the Charleston bodies . The officer s appear in the Docu
m ent as follows

J . J. J. GO URGAS , M . P . Sov . Grand Comm ander, 33d, ad vitam ,

GILES F O NDAYATES ,M . Ill. Insp . Lieut.

EDWARD A . RAYMO ND , I llustrious Treasurer General of the H .E

K I LLIAN H . VAN RENSSELAER Master of Ceremonies ,
JOHN CHRISTIE, Captain of the Life Guards,
CHARLES W . MO O RE, Secretary General of the H. E.,

AR CHIBALD BULL , Sov . Grand Inspector General , 33d.

This body continued i ts seat in New York city unti l the
year 1 851 , dur ing which period bu t little was effected in the

way of building itself up . The Edicts issued by the body ap
pear in the Appendix. Docum ent 33 , w ith accom panying one

'

from the Charleston bod y . both denying the authenticity of the

Patent of 1 11 Bro Jeremy L . Cross. These Edicts, as we
have before stated, were followed by very severe and uncalled
for remarks in the Boston Masonic Monthly , edited by 1 1]
Bro s . Charles W . Moore ; and by the Charleston Monthly,
edited by 1 113 . Bros . Albert G .

'

Mackey. A copy of the Patent,
word for word , i s therefore g iven in the Appendix

, Document
NO . 35, attested by C . C . Sebring, Gr Ins Gen

Thirty-third, a m em ber of the Charleston Council at the time
it was g iven , and a signer of the sam e. I t was attested in
1 851 . At that tim e m ost O f the signers had passed away .

Moses Holbrook died in 1 845 ; F reder ick Dalcho in 1 837 ;
Horatio G . Street in 1 849 ; and M . Levy is reported as

deceased, but no date (f his death.

”
Al exander McDonald

,
if

alive, was residing in England and Joseph McCosh was sup
posed to be then residing in the W estern part of the State of
South Carolina ; Jam es Moultrie , M. D .

, was then living in
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C harleston, South Carolina . These were the signers of the

Patent. The exhibition of the Patent itself, together wi th the
atte station of 1 11 Bro Sebring ought to be satisfactory.

Bro . Cross i s now dead , bu t the Docum ent can be seen and

e xam ined at any tim e required . I ts authenticity was never
called in question by any other parties .

Besides the above m entioned Edicts , there was issued pre
v iously one other circular from the Sovereign Grand Consis
tory and Suprem e Counci l under Henry C . Atwood

,
to which

the Edict of the Gourgas body alludes . See Appendix
,
Docu

m ent No. 35 .

In the year 1 851 , 11 1 Bro Gourgas resigned his post as

G rand Comm ander , and the seat of the Suprem e Counci l was
rem oved to the ci ty of Boston ,

Massachusetts . There was no
O fficia l reason g iven at the tim e

,
why its location Was changed .

A t the stated m eeting of the body in Septem ber of that year ,
an address from Bro J. J. J. Gourgas was read

,
in

which be form a lly tendered his resignation into the hands of
I ll Bro Giles F onda Yate A short exam inat ion of its

c on tents w il l be found in Docum ent N O . 40 , to which the

reader is referred.

After the reading O f this letter , I ll Bro Giles F onda
Ya tes followed w ith an address , in which he took occasion to

repeat the story of F reder ick of Prussia with all its connec

t ions . He also m ade the statem ent, that the principal de
g rees of the ri te appeared in an organized form in Prussia

,

F rance and Scotland in 1 71 3, and that English brethren were

working in
‘

Lodg es of Harodim
’
in Paris in Such

"

ta tem ents as these
, com ing from a person who has hitherto

been reputed as well inform ed upon Masonic subjects , would
lead one to the inference that W hoever had adopted such an

o pinion had been greatly m istaken. The se errors , with O thers
contained in the a ddr e ss , are so gross as to need no com m ent .

A portion of the address is rev iewed at the end of this chap
t er . I t was closed by his resigning the O ffice of Sovereign
Grand Comm ander into the hands of 11 1 Bro Edward A.

Raym ond . The list then stood
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EDW ARD A . RAYMOND , of Boston, M . P . Sov . Gr. Commander, ad vitam ,

RO BERT P . DUNLAP , Brunswick , Me .
, M Ill Lieut. Gr. Com . ,

S IM O N W . R OBINSON , Lexington, Mass , Gr.Tr .Gen. of the H . E.

CHAR LES W . MO ORE, Boston,
Gr. Sec.Gen. O f the H . E.

GI LES F . YATES, Schenectady, N .Y., Grand Chance llor, H . E.

A RCHIBALD BULL, Troy, N ew York, Sov. Gr. Insp . Gen.

JO SEPH K . STAPLETO N, Balt im ore, Md.,

N ATHAN B. HASWELL, Burlington, Vt , l st Ill Gr. Cap.,
L G

AMMI B. YOU
NG, Boston, Mass , 2 d

There had not yet been form ed a Consistory in any of the

States of its jurisdiction. I t appears by the publi shed pro
ceedings that there were several appl ications for such bodies
then before them ,

and it was announced that Val Bros
John D . Moriarty, Charles S. W estcott, . and W ade B. W or

rall , accredited officers of the Sublim e Grand Lodge of Per

fection, and Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem , established

in New York city, under the auspices of J. J. J. Gourgas, late
Sovereign Grand Comm ander , had arrived for the purpose of

receiv ing the Superior degrees. They were accordingly ex~

alted to the Thirty-second degree . Rev . Bro . Geo. M . Ran

dall , Deputy Grand Master O f Massachusetts, and M . W . W il

liam F ield
,
Grand Master of Rhode I sland , were also exalted

to the sam e dignity.

Applications were recei ved from Val Bros Jarvi s M .

Hatch, W m . E. Lathrop and John L. Lewis, Jr and their
associates , asking for the e stablishm ent of a Lodge of Perfec

tion and Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem in W estern

New York ; and from Achi lle J. Rousseau , R ichard Bless,
Am os K . Hadley, John S. Perry and their associates

,
for the

sam e bodies in Eastern New York , which were acted upon
favorably .

The organization O f the Sovereign Grand Consistory was

then com pleted ; whereupon the M . W . Rev. Paul Dean , P . G.

M . of Massachusetts , &c., Benj am in B. F rench, G. M . of G . L.

of the District of Colum bia , Philip C. Tucker , G . M . O f the G.

L. of Verm ont, and Wm . H. M ilnor
, P. G. M . of the G . L . of

New York , were proposed and e lected in due form to receive
the high degrees.
The Rev . Bro. fl fliert Case, Thirty-third, hailing from the
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This state of Harmony continued in the body through all

thi s period , up to Aug . 2 4th 1 860 , the Ofiicers rem aining as be

fore . Judg ing from the published proceedings of the bodies,
all was quiet w ithin. But there appears to have been serious
di ssatisfaction som ewhere , and it culm inated on the date above
m entioned. The Sovereign Grand Comm ander, Ill .

Raym ond , abruptly closed the Council in the m idst of its pro
ceedings, sine die

— without any apparent cause . W hereupon
the I ll Gr Comm ander retired . The brethren , officers of
the Suprem e Council, who remained, after having taken advice
from Ill Bro Gourgas, m et the next m orning at 9 o

’clock,
and declar ing that the Sov . . G s . Comm ander had acted in
an unconstitu tional m anner , placed the I ll DeputyVan Rens
selaer in the chair, who declared the Council open , for the

dispatch of business . An Election then took place for the pur
pose O f filling the vacancies in the Suprem e Council and the

following Inspectors were unanim ously elected, vi z

11 1 3 . K ILLIAN VAN RENSSELAER , P r . Lieut . . Gr . . Comm ander,

C. R . STARKWEATHER , Grand M iniste r of State,
JO HN CHRISTIE, Master of Ceremonies,
ARCHIBALD BULL , Marshall,
W M. B. HUBBARD , Standard Bearer.

The Council also m ade the following appointm ents
C. R . STABKW EATHER of Chicago, Ill . Deputy for I llinois, In

diana and W isconsin.

C. T. CAR SON, of Cincinnat i , O hio, Deputy for Ohio, Pennsyl

vania and M ichigan.

And as there was a disagreem ent in the body before, con
cerning the R ev . Albert Case and Peter Lawson ,

it was resol
ved , that the R ev . Albert Case was a m ember of the Suprem e
Council , in good standing, and the lawful Assistant Grand
Secretary General of that body ,

and that Peter Lawson having
been il legally and unconsti tutionally elevated to the grade of
Sovereign Grand Inspector General, it i s hereby declared that
this Counci l do not recognize him in that capaci ty . They also
expelled the I ll Bro Andres Cassard ofNew York

, and for

m ally requested I ll . . Bro Edward A. Raym ond Sovereign
Grand Comm ander to resign, on account of his advanced age,
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physical infirm ities, his extrem e opinions , assum ption of pow

e rs, arbitrary exerci se of author ity, &c.
,
&c.

The fol lowing brethren were proposed for the Thir ty-third
degree , v iz .

,
M . W . W inslow Lew is

,
M . D . G. M . of the Grand

Lodge , W m . Parkm an of Boston and W m . S. Gardner , of
Lowell .
At the Annual Comm unication in May 1 861 , the num ber of

active m em bers who com posed the Suprem e Counci l , was in
creased to thirty-three— including therein , the existing m em

bers— and the fol lowing m em bers were elevated to the Thirty
third degree , v iz . W inslow Lewis , M. D . W illiam Parkm an ,

W i lliam S . Gardner , A . B. Thom pson
,
H . A . Johnson ,

N . H .

Gould , A . E. Stocker, M . D . George W . Deering .

And thefollowing Deputies were appointed , viz

1 11 A .
-E . STO CKEB,

M . D .
, for Pennsylvania,

Gen
’l A . B. THOMPSO N ,

Maine ,
N . H . GO ULD ,

Rhode I sland ,

W . S . GARDNER ,
Massachusetts .

A series of charges were preferred against 1 11 . Bro . Edward
A . Raym ond , Grand Comm ander , and Protests entered against
the legality of the act perpetrated by the Sovereign Grand
Com m ander , in conferring the Thirty-third degree upon W m .

F ield of Rhode I sland . At the m eeting of May 2 0 th 1 86 1 ,

I 1] . Bro . Edward A . Raymond was deposed from the office of

Sovereign Grand Comm ander . The Suprem e Council then
proceeded by election to fill the O ffice, and the I ll . W m . B.

H ubbard of Colum bus , O hio ,
was declared unanim ously elect

ed . Also a Treasurer General of the H . E .
, which O ffice was

declared vacant . I ll W m . Parkm an ,
was unanim ously elect

ed ih the place of Ill Sim on Robinson the form er Treasurer
General . I ll Charles W . Moore Grand Secretary General
tendered his resignation,

and I ll W inslow Lewis
,
M . D .

,
was

unanimously elected to that O ffice , and I ll . Bro . Moore accept
ed the ofli ee O f Grand Standard bearer , having acted as Secre

tary General from the tim e O f the organization O f the body.

A t the Annual Com m unication in May 1 862 , the following
brethren were exalted to the Thirty-third degree.
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Hon . JO SIAH H . DRUMMO ND ,

W M . P . PREBLE
,

EDWARD P . BURNHAM ,

Hon . NEW ELL A . TH O MPSON ,

Maj . Gen . W M . SUTTO N ,

JOHN MCCLELLAN ,

N . B. SHURTLEF F ,
M . D

Mass.

CHARLES A . DAVIS
,
M . D.

Hon . BENJAMIN DEAN
,

F ITZGERALD TISDALL,

JO SEPH D . EVANS ,
New York.

Rev . D . B. TRACY
, Michigan.

R OBT. H . F oss
,

I llinois.
I t should be stated that 1 11 Andres Cassard was restored

at this Comm unication, to all his form er r ights and pri v ileges .

Ill . . Bro K i llian H . Van Rensselaer , was elected Sove
reign Grand Comm ander in the place of I II. Bro. Edward A.

Raym ond , expelled.

I ll s . Josiah H . Drum m ond , was elected P . Lieut.
Grand Com m ander .

I ll Bro Benjam in Dean, ofMass . Grand Captain of the

Guards.

Wm .

~
F ield, Peter Lawson ,

George M . R andall, Charles S .

Westcott, and John fl . F oster , were v isi ted with the extrem e

penalty of the Grand Consistory , see Docum ent N O . 43 .

After hav ing filled all the vacancies which had occurred in

the body, the proceedings appear to have been harm onious to
the end . A Comm ittee was appointed for the purpose of pro

m oting the unity O f the A . and A . R ite in the Northern juris
diction after which this Suprem e Council brought its labors
to a close.
F or a List of Ofiicers, Active Mem bers, 850 &c., See Document N O . 44.

O n the W ithdrawal of the I II. Bro . Edward A. R aym ond ,
Sovereign Grand Comm ander

,
from the Suprem e Grand Coun
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A letter of Cau tion was also i ssued by the body, warning
all loya l brethren not to visit any Lodge, Council , Chapter , or
Consistory, within the juri sdiction ,

nor to hold Masonic inter
course with anyBB of the Ancient and Accepted rite , who do
not acknowledge and yield O bedience to this Suprem e Grand
Counci l .
After organizing a Sovereign. Grand Consistory, the M . P.

Sovereign Grand Com m ander delivered an address before the
body containing in full , his views of the proceeding s which led
to the disturbance and separation, a brief outline of which we
shall a ttem pt to g ive .

He states
,
after noticing in an appropriate m anner the death

of I II. and R ev . Bro . Paul Dean ,
that in accordance with the

unanim ous vote of the Council , at an Annual Meeting ,
the I ll .

W m . F ield
,
of Prov idence , R . I . the Hon . Peter Lawson ,

of Lowell , Mass ; Lucius R , Paige, O f Cam bridge , and Rev .

Geo . M . R andall , of Boston, Mass
,
have been unanm iously

adm i tted to the Thirty-third degree , and that those four

brethren have been duly appointed to O ffices in the Council
,

have been regularly installed in their several stations
, and

are new active m em bers of the body . And that there are two
vacancies yet to be filled .

After alluding to the disorderly proceedings , he cla im s that
the Suprem e Council , since i ts location in Boston ,

has had no

regular book of proceed ings kept, and that the Grand Secre
tary General , for the last two years past, has wi thheld from
him all O fficial docum ents addressed to the body , or to him self
as Secretary General , which has involved him in a seem ing
neglect of duty. Also the proceedings published after his
closing the Council , which were clandestinely circu lated in
distan t parts of the jur isdiction for weeks and m onths before
they were circulated in Boston and

,
finally , that on the 2 0 th

Decem ber , several m onths after publication ,
he received a copy

forwarded to him from a brother in a W estern State .

He com plains of the statem ents therein contained as unfair
,

and calculated to m islead and that the m eetings O f the body
after he had closed it, were altogether in O pen violation of

the Consti tution— a foul conspir acy, and producti ve of evil
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results. He attem pts to enter into particulars by stating
that,

Previous to the Annual Meeting in 1 860 , the I ll . Bro., R .

P. Dunlap, died. That hi s body was hardly cold in the grave
ere he received an application from K . H . Van Rensselaer
soliciting the appointm ent of Lieut. Grand Commander in the
place of I II. Bro. Dunlap. The indecent haste of the applica
tion disgusted him and he refused. This refusal m ortified and

chagrined Van Rensselaer, he sought to overthrow the Council
and erect another upon i ts ruins.”
At the Annual Meeting in May, the plot developed itself,

bu t the business of the Annual Session having been finished
,

the Counci l was closed without fur ther em barrassm ent. The

fol low ing August a Specia l Meeting was called . Charges
preferred against 1 11 . Bro. Andres Cassard, were fully sus
tained , and he was expel led . The day fol lowing , an attem p t
was m ade by Van Rensselaer to re instate him by

“
simple

resolu tion .

”
The Sovereign Grand Commander refused to

entertain the motion. A com m unication from Cassard was

then presented by the Secre tary General . The Sovereign
Grand Commander would not al low it to be read . The

business being fini shed , the Com m ander declared the Counci l
closed unti l the next m orn ing at 1 0 o

’
clock . Van R ensselaer

(then not a m em ber), O penly announced that there would be a
m eeting of the body at 4 O

’
clock in the afternoon . This m eet

ing was held . The next m orning the Council m et at 1 0 o
’

clock
as adjourned and after fini shing the business, the Com m ander
closed the Counci l sine die , s tating that there were strong and

unm istakeable ev idences of insubordination, &c. Again , Van

Rensselaer gave notice that a m eeting would be held in the
afternoon of the sam e day, and requested his friends to be
present.
They m et, as per appointm ent, for several days , during

which tim e they organized a Suprem e Council , sent out their
circular s, &c .

1 11 . Bro. Raymond , attem pts to justify his proceedings by the
Constitutions of 1 786 , and declares that the Com m ander i s
Sovereign and Supreme ; that he does not receive his office by
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election ,
bu t i s placed there by his predecessor , without a vote

or confirm ation ,
by virtue of his leg itim ate position . He is

Com m ander , ad vitam . H ere follows a rcv iew of the Constitu~

tion of F reder ick— a relation of the m anner in which the body
deposed and expe lled him— the m anner of constituting the

Suprem e Council— and closing by issuing a letter of caution ,

warning all brethren
,
&c .

The proceedings are closed w i th a li st of the officer s of the
body as follows
M . P . EDWARD A . RAYMO ND , Boston, Sov . Gr . Com . ad vitam ,

P . SIMO N W . ROBI NSO N , Lexington, Lieut . Gr . Comm ander,

I ll PETER LAW SO N , Lowell , Gr. Treas . Gen. H . E .

LUCIUS R . PAIGE, Cam bridgep
’

t , Gr. Sec. Gen. H . E .

GEO . M . RANDALL , D .D ., BostoN , Gr. M in. of State,

CHAS . T. M CCLENACHAN , N ew York , Gr . Mas . of Ceremonies,
W M . F IELD ,

Providence, R . L , (P . G . Gr. Cap. of Life Guards,
W M . B. HUBBARD , Colum bus, O hio, (P . Sov . Gr. Ins . Gen. 33d

J . J . J. GO URGAS , N . Y., (P . Sov . Gr. Com ), emeritus , S . G. I . G.

[ 11 AAR O N P . HUGHES , N ashua, N . H ., S. G . I . G., 33d degree,

Deputy for N ew Hampshire,
CHAS . S. W ESTCO TT, N ew York, N ew York,
JO HN A . F O STER , N ew Jersey,

E . T . CARSO N , Cincinnati , O hio, Sov . Gr, Ins . Gen.
, 33d degree

And in the m onth of January, 1 862 , the Council issued
an Edict of EXPULSI O N ,

declaring Charles W . Moore and

K i llian H . Van Rensselaer to be no longer m em bers of the

Suprem e Counci l or of the r ite , and prohibi ting all loyal

Scottish Masons from holding Masonic intercourse with the

parties. See Doc . No . 42 and 43 . The Edicts O f both Coun
cils, each expelling the m em bers O f the other

,
are placed side

by side .

Behold how good and how pleasant it is, 850 .

I t i s believed that thi s i s a plain statem ent of the facts given ,

which led to the disorder ly proceedings and the separation,

from which the reader can form his own conclusions. As both
the Van R ensselaer and the R aym ond bodies profess to be

loyal to ,
and to be governed by, the Constitutions of 1 786 ,

they w ill be obliged to settle the difficulty between them selves ,
as other bodies professing the sam e rite, and acknowledged
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SUPREME GRAND CO UNCIL O F CALI F O RNIA .

”

Located a t San F rancisco, renounces all right over the first
Three degrees .

“ SUPREME GRAND CO UNCIL O F CO NNECTICUT.

Located a tBridgeport, renounces all right over the first Three
degrees .

Besides the above Councils
,
there are CONSISTO RIES in the

follow ing States
NEW YO RK CITY— Established by the Gourgas body

A R iva l to the Suprem e Council .
NEW YO RK CITY— Estab lished bv the Raym ond body

A R i val to both.

BO STO N , MASS — A R ival to both Suprem e Counci ls there.

NEW O RLEANS, LA .
— Established by Charleston Council

A R i val to Suprem e Council there.

TRENTO N
,
NEW JERSEY— A Consistory by Supreme

Counci l of New York , (Cerneau).

Sublime Elihu at
(

£3t

COUNCILor PRINCES or JERUSALEM,

AT AL BAN Y , N . Y.

HAVING om itted in the history a particular notice of these
bodies, and as there are m any curiosities brought to light in
the exam ination of this part of the subject, we feel it to be an

act of duty to place what inform ation we m ay be possessed of
before the F raterni ty, in order that it m ay not be said that
we have neg lected altogether to m ake m ention of them .

I t is pretended that the Lodge O f Perfection at Albany was

founded there by HENRY A. F BANCKEN , one of the

Depu ties of Stephen Morin, 1 767. The seal of this Lodge
bears this date upon i t .

W e have reason to doubt the authenticity of the date
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F rancken was the first"

Deputy appointed by Morin after his

arri val in St. Dom ingo. It i s barely possible that F rancken
him self was m ade a Deputy before this date

,
and more than

p robable that the seal is his private one , containing the date of
his comm ission from Morin, viz . , 1 767. As it was the invariable
cus tom O f Deputies to place their own seal upon all docum ents
issuing under their bands, which seal always bore the date
of their individual comm ission ,

we conclude this to be one

of that kind ; and tha t the Lodge in Albany was not found
ed so early as 1 767 by se veral years . Again, F rauchen ap

pointed M oses M ichael Hays ia the city of Boston , Mass .
, and

we have nothing of the doings ofHays unti l 1 780 , although he
had resided in Boston several years before that date .

I t is said that Morin him self established at K ingston ,

Jam aica
,
a Lodge of Perfection in 1 769 , which proves clear ly

that Morin resided in the islands at that tim e. But it is also
said in the Reg ister of fl braham Jacobs

That in 1 774 Bros . Henry A . F rancken established the R oyal O rders
in Jamaica, and continued at their head for several years, which afterwards

fell and laid dormant.”

Here i s a flat contradiction— but both statem ents go far

to show that both Morin and F rancken were residents of the
W est Indies , and that F rancken did not reach this country so

earlv as the date nam ed on the seal . Moreover
,
Hays had been

appointed by him for this country , and was a resident here .

This point, how ever , is not a very m aterial one . The Lodge

was establi shed in Albany, by F rancken, at som etim e between
1 767 and 1 781 .

How long it continued operations there does not appear.

After a whi le it went to sleep , and its very existence appears to
have passed ou t of the m em ory of the “

oldest Inhabitant.
”

In the m eantim e , Bros . Gi les F onda Yates appears upon
the stage of action— becom es a zealous workm an in Sublim e
Masonry ; and , final ly, M . Sovereign ,

Grand Comm ander

of the Gourgas Suprem e Counci l . A t
‘

a m eeting of that body
in the city of Boston ,

Mass .
,
in September , he deli vered

an address , from which the fol lowing extract is m ade
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I turned m y attention to the history of the Sublime degrees very soon

after my
initiation as a Mason. My intercourse, in 1 82 2 , with several old

Masons in the city of A lbany, led to the discovery that an Inefi
'

able Lodge of

Perfection had been established in that ancient city on the 2 oth Decem ber

1 767 . I also discovered, that not only the Ineffable, but the Superior degrees
of our rite , had been conferred at the sam e t im e on a chosen few, by the

founder of the Lodge , Henry A . F rancken, one of the Deputies O f Stephen

Morin O f illustrious m emory. I t was not long , m oreover, before I found
the original warrant of this Lodge, its book of M inutes, the Patents of I ll.

Bros . Sam ue l Stringer, M . D .,
Jerem iah Van Rensselaer , and Peter W . Yates,

Esqu ires, Deputy Inspectors General under the O ld system also the Regula
tions and Constitu tions of the nine Comm issioners, &c . , 1 761

*-_and other

docum ents that had been left by Bro. F rancken w ith the A lbanv brethren
when he founded their Lodge . W ith the concurrence of the surviving m em bers
of sa id Lodge in A lbany, Dr. Jonathan Eights , and the Hon. and R . W .

StephenVan Rensselaer, P . G. M .
, of the Grand Lodge of N ew York , I aided

in effecting its revival . The necessary proceedings were thereupon instituted

to place the same under the superintendence of a Grand Council of Princes of

Jerusalem , as requ ired by theold Constitutions and such Grand Council was

subsequently opened in due form in said city.

Having been m ade aware of the "
new Constitu tion of the Thirty

-third

degree,
’

ratified on the l st of May, 1 786 , conferring the Supreme power over
our rite, on

‘ Councils of nine brethren,

’

I hastened to place m yself in cor

respondence with Moses Holbrook , M . D ., at the tim e Sovereign Grand

Com m ander of the S uprem e Council at Charleston, and with my esteem ed

friends, Joseph McCosh. I llustrious Grand
'

Siacretary General of the last
nam ed Council, and Bro. Gourgas, at that t im e I llustrious Grand Secretary
General O f the H . E . for this N orthern Jurisdiction. Lodges of Perfection
in the Counties of Montgom ery, O nondaga , Saratoga , and Monroe, in the State

of N ew York , were successively organized and placed agreeably to the Consti
tutions, under the superintendence of the Grand Council before named. The

establishm ent of this last nam ed body was confirm ed, and all our proceedings

in Sublim e F ree Masonry were legalized and sanctioned by the only lawfu l

authorities in the United States, the aforesaid Supreme Councils.

O n the l 6th day of N ovem ber, 1 82 4, I received a Patent , appointing m e
S . of S. of a Consistory of S . P . of the R . S

, established in the city of A lbany.

I would here also state, that on the 1 3th day of F ebruary, 1 82 5, Charters
were granted to I llustrious Bro. Edward A . Raymond , of Boston, Mass ., and

eight associates , constituting them a Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem .

A Charter was also granted them for a Consistory of S . P .R . S.
,
both bodies to

be holden in the city of Boston. A ll the several bodies nam ed , as well as the

A m istake -as they were not pu t together and passed upon by the Convention until Sept.
2 2 d 1 762 , and did not reach the United States

, until long after that t im e.
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m atter , there appears to be connected wi th it a closet, which
had been locked up and unnoticed— a Trunk of Manuscripts,
R ituals , Decorations , Jewels , &c . And im m ediately after

this im portant discovery, Bros . Yates had jum ped from the

Third degree to the Thirty-second , and becam e Illustrious

to the surprise of all his brethren.

Im m edia tely after this “
discovery ,

”
he learned that there

were Constitu tions to govern the ri te , and that som e of the

m em bers of the Lodge were then living . As a general thing
in these days , Masons who are initiated generally “ learn who

are Ma sons , and intend to perform the initiatory service upon
them before they consent to becom e m em bers ,” bu t it was
different w ith this Bron — he m ade him self I llustrious
first

,
and then becam e acquainted wi th the other things . He

found that the Constitutions required the Lodge to be placed
under the jurisdiction of a Council of Princes of Jerusalem ,

and , accordingly, (although he knew not of any such body
before), “

such Council was subsequently opened in dueform
'

by him self in said ci ty . They then go on to establish Lodges
of Perfection throughout the State ofNew York.

These proceedings cam e to the knowledge of Mr . Gourgas ,
then a resident of New York city, whereupon he notified Mr .

Yates of his i llegal proceedings , besides which , he at once

wrote on to his bosom friend , De La Motta, at Charleston,

relating these transactions and requesting his advice in the

prem ises— (another proof that there was no Suprem e Counci l
in existence at that tim e in New York , else they would have
taken the m atter into their own hands , not needing advice).
The reply of De La Motta was in character . After recounting
the troubles and disappointm ents he had had , and suffered , with
the Cerneau body ,

he advised a reconciliation w ith the offend
ing parties , in order to m ake them friends and avoid further
disturbance . Mr . Gourgas acted in accordance wi th this
adv ice . The result was as stated in the address

The establishm ent of our Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem was

confirm ed , and all our proceedings in Sublime Masonry were legalized and

sanctioned , &c.
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And in 1 82 4 he received a Patent appointing him S of

S of a Consistory of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret,
e stablished in the city of Albany. In 1 82 5, in the month of

F ebruary, Charters were granted by them to the I ll and

Puissant Brother , Edward A . Raymond , of Boston , Mass.
,
and

e igh t associates constituting them a Grand Council of Princes
of Jerusalem

,
also a Charter for a Consi story of Sublim e Prin

ces of the Royal Secret, both bodies to be holden in the city of

Boston . (This would be equally strange w ith all the rest of

the proceedings if Gourgas had a Suprem e Council then in

existence in New York ci ty).
The only definite relation concerning him self, contained in

the docum ent is
That in 1 82 5 I took my vows as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General

between the hands of our said I ll . Bro Joseph M cCosh (of happy mem ory),
he having been specially deputized for that purpose. I was shortly after con

stituted and accredited the R epresentative of the Southern Suprem e Council ,
near the N orthern Suprem e Council, of which last I was m ade , and have ever
since been a m em ber.

”

(Is it not rather strange that Mr . Gourgas , who was then
pretending to be

“

the Suprem e Council for the Northern
Jurisdiction,

”
should not be consulted about m aking

Bro s . Yates a Sovereign Grand Inspector General , it being
his juri sdiction , and that the I llustrious McCosh should be

sent on from Charleston to do it in the face of the proper
author ity This does not look v ery well when one reads the
claim s which the I ll Gourgas pretends to in
But the I ll . . Bro . . Yates becam e a very zealous work

m an in the new rite , and attained the nam e and reputation of

a well inform ed Mason . W e are , therefore , som ewhat sur

prised , when we witness so m any gross errors pub lished over

his nam e. Thus he states
That in 1 71 3 , the principal degrees of the R ite appeared in an organized

form in Scotland , F rance , and Russia .

”

Any person at all conversant with Masonic history knows
thi s to be utterly untrue , as no Masonry at all was known or

practiced in F rance unti l 1 72 5, at which tim e the first Masonic
Lodge was opened in the Blue degrees , having been Chartered
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by the Grand Lodge ofEngland . (See Tablet No. 1 , and his

tory contained in Report to the Grand O rient of F rance ,

Ragon,
Clavel , and others). Scotland declares as late as 1 80 2 ,

that no Masonry was then , or e ver had been known there
,
up

to that tim e, bu t the three Blue degrees , and that it would be
her pleasure and her pride to keep them pure and unsullied .

Prussia has never known the Sublim e degrees until after thev
were m anufactured in F rance , beginning with R am say’

s system
of three new degrees in 1 730 . Even at this tim e

,
1 862 , she

rejects in toto the system of the Ancient and Accepted R ite
,

and disclaim s any connection with it whatever . But
,
again

The unfortunate Lord Derwentwater and his associate English brethren
were working in Lodges of Harodim ,

’
in 1 72 5, at Paris, &c.

Q

Thory, Ragon , Clavel , and others , all state
The first Masonic Lodge known in F rance was instituted at Paris in 1 72 5 by

Lord Derwentwater, Marklyn, D
’

Hegnetty, and som e other English brethren.

It was chartered by the Grand Lodge of England, and worked in Three
degrees only.

"

The sam e authors state
In 1 736 , the Grand Lodge of F rance took to itself the rite of Cheva lier

Ram say, which was three additional degrees.

In 1 744, Charles Edward Stuart, the son of the Pretender and his followers ,
opened Lodges without authority. And on the 1 5th April , 1 747, Charles
Edward Stuart founded the primordal Chapter of Arm s under the distinctive
t itle of ‘Ecossai Jacobite.

’
This was the first Chap ter or Centre of High

degrees in F rance.

The rem ainder of the address is equally at variance with the
truth

,
being taken up w ith a repetition of the Charleston docu

m ent of 1 80 2 , which has been fully re viewed in the history , and
needs no com m ent here .

The Lodge of Perfection at Albany, resuscitated by Bro

Yates, in 1 82 2 , kept on with its labors unti l the year 1 82 7, at
which tim e it suffered in comm on with the rest of the Masonic
bod ies in this part of the world . It rem ained dorm ant unti l
after the year 1 845, when it was again resuscitated

, and is sti ll
in existence in Albany, but whether in a thriving condition or

not, does not appear.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join








https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 82 SCOTTISH RITE, AN CIENT AND ACCEPTED,

(See Diary Docum ent No. 1 5, appendix). This body is represented at the

right of the Supreme Council em erging from the same in 1 80 2 . F ollowing

the course of this Council downward until we arrive at 1 81 3, we find a body
issuing from the same denom inated the “ Sup reme Council of De La Motto.

This body was established in N ew York city in 1 81 3 , by De La Motta in his
individual capacity,

”
as a rival to the Sovereign Grand Consistory and

Supreme Council of Joseph Cerneau, then in existence there. De La Motta
’
s

body continued in active exercise until 1 81 8, at which time it became extinct
as delineated on the drawing .

In 1 81 6, the Charleston Council langu ishes, but revives aga in in 1 82 2 , and

cont inues its functions until 1 830 , when it is acknowledged by the Grand
O rient of F rance, and appears for the first tim e in the published Annuary of

that body.

‘

But in 1 832 the Council , as a body, becom es extinct.
In 1 844 it again makes its appearance, and at this tim e Dr. Albert G.

Mackey becom es Secretary General of the same. Continuing its course down

to the year 1 852 , it charters a Consistory in the city of N ew O rleans, for the

State of Louisiana. This Consistory floats down to the year 1 855, at which

t ime it forms a union with the old Consistory of Cerneau, established in 1 81 3
in that city, im mediately after which the

“
un ited body

”
enters into a Concor

dat with the Suprem e Council of Charleston, and becomes its dependant for
the State ofLouisiana. The Charleston Council continues its course down to

the present day, and is now the authority for the Southern Masonic Jurisdic
tion of the United States.

W e will now return to the top of the Tableau , (Joseph Cerneau).
Mr. Cerneau was a legitim ate successor of Stephen Morin, having received

from him his degrees and
“ Power in St. Dom ingo. He arrived in N ew

York city in 1 80 6, and soon after established a Rose Croix Chapter, by title

Triple Am itie,
”
which is represented on the left. This Chapter continued in

existence but a short tim e. In 1 80 7 he established th Sovereign Grand Con

sistory for the United States of America , the ir Territories, and Depende ncies,
"

which body, in 1 80 9, granted a Charter to Rose Croix Chapter, by Ti tle
Triple Alliance .

” I t was the Chapter Triple Am itie revived. In 1 81 2 he

established the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors Gcneral,

Thirty
-third degree,

"

which was acknowledged by the Sup reme Council of
F rance in 1 81 3 .

In the m onth of January, 1 81 3 , the body established a Grand Consistory
for the State of Rhode Island ; also, in the month of June, a Consistory for
the State of Louisiana, located in the city of N ew O rleans. This Consistory
for the State of Louisiana, continued in the active exercise of its powers, and
had several Blue Lodges under its control , when in the year 1 833, the Grand
Lodge of that State, fearing that difficu lties would arise, entered into negotia
tions with the Consistory. This resulted in the formation of a “ Scottish

Chamber in the Grand Lodge, whereupon the Consistory ceased its work in
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the first three degreess, transferring all those powers to the Cham ber in the
Grand Lodge.

In 1 839 , a Supreme Counci l of the Thirty-third was erected in N ew

O rleans by the Count St. Angelo and others, in consequence of the United
Suprem e Council for the W estern Hem isphere having ceased its activity. It

assumed to be the successor of that body, was acknowledged by the Grand
O rient of F rance in 1 843 , and the Consistory cam e under its charge. This
Suprem e Council continued in active Operation until 1 850 , when a disturbance
took place between the Grand Lodge of Louisiana and i tself. The Grand

Lodge at that tim e dissolved the Scottish Cham ber, which had been allied
with it for seventeen years in harm ony, and prohibited all connection with
Scottish M asons and the Scottish rite. W hereupon the Supreme Council imme
d iately

“

resum ed its control over the first three degrees , chartered and estab
lished Lodges, and has now over twenty under her jurisdiction in that State.

A s soon as the Grand Lodge d issolved the Scottish Cham ber, Dr. Mackey, of

Charleston established the Consistory of 1 852 as represented in the drawing,
and has already been alluded to. I t was intended as a riva l to the Supreme
Council .

In 1 855 a quarrel takes place between the offi cers of the Suprem e Council

(by design), the principal officers resign their offi ces, leaving behind a party

who were in favor of the Charleston Council . W hereupon that party declares

the Suprem e Grand Council for Lou isiana EXTINCT, and at once revive the

Consistory of 1 81 3 , which Consistory unites with the Consistory of Mackey,
created by him in 1 852 and the united body enters into a Concordatwith the

Charleston Counci l and becom es its dependent. I t is now in existence as

the Grand Consistory for the S tate of Louisiana. B ut those m embers who
resigned and withdrew , at once erected the Suprem e Council , renewed active
Operations, and now have Twenty Lodges, and nearly as m any Rose Croix
Chap ters and Councils of K adosch under their control.

W e will now return to the Sovereign Grand Consistory of 1 80 7, nearly
opposite to which, on the right, wil l be seen a representation of a Lodge of

Perfection 1 808, and a Consistory 1 80 9.

The Lodge of Perfection consists of Masons initiated by Abraham Jacobs

on his own responsibility, and whom he form ed into a Lodge of Perfection

during that year (N ov . John G . Tardy took the Lodge under his pro

tection as Deputy Inspector General. The Consistory was form ed in March

1 80 9 by Tardy and others, but the Lodge of Perfection and Counci l of Prin

ces, together with the Consistory, went out of existence before the end of the

year 1 80 9 , most of the m em bers uniting with the Sovereign Grand Consistory
of Cerneau .

In 1 81 3 appears the Supreme Council of De La Motta. Th is Council has

been before described, but not in connection with the Consistory and Counci l

of Cerneau . This is the body which was erected by De La Motta to supersede

the Counci l of Cerneau . Mr. Gourgas was Secretary General of this body,
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and from it issued the docum ents published by De La Motta . I t expired in
1 81 8, but assum es to continue on, Mr . Gourgas being its head .

In 1 814 the Sovereign Grand Consistory established the body known as the

Council of Royal and Select Masters. I t also const itu ted and established the
Grand Encampment of Kn ights Temp lar for the State of N ew York.

In 1 81 6 the Sovereign Grand Consistory was acknowledged by the Grand
O rient of F rance, Germain Hacquet, Representative in that O rient for the

Sovereign Grand Consistory, and Joseph Cerneau ,
R epresentative for the Grand

O rient of F rance, near the Grand Consistory— N ew York .

In 1 82 2 the Sovereign Grand Consistory established Consistories at Porto

R ico, Laguayra , Barcelona , Cumana, Havana, and Port of Spa in , Trinidad ,

In 1 82 5 it constituted a degree known as Aaron
’

s Band,
” which, soon after,

becam e extinct . I t also Chartered “ Lafayette Rose Croix Chap ter,
”
which

has existed up to the present day. In 1 82 6 it issued a Power to David
Jewett to establish a Consistory in the Em p ire of Brazil. In 1 82 7 the A nti

M asonic excitem ent destroyed all Masonic bodies, and the Sovereign Grand
Consistory then ceased its existence in comm on with the rest .

In 1 831 the Count St. Laurent, Sovereign Grand Com m ander of the

Suprem e Grand Council for Terra F irm a , N ew Spain,
the Canary Islands, &c .,

and Honorary m em ber of the Suprem e Council of F rance , arrived in the

United States, being the bearer of despatches from that body to the Sovereign
Grand Consistory. These despatches contained the intelligence of the dis

p lacement of the Sovereign Grand Consistory from the Grand O rient , and the

acknowledgm ent of the Charleston Council and Gourgas by that body, together
with the oli er of the Suprem e Council of F rance , of acknowldgm ent , where

u pon the Consistory and Counci l were sum moned to an ext raordinary Con
vocation . A Union was effected with the Suprem e Council of Terra F irm a,
and the United Sup rem e Council for the Western Hem isphere, in 1 832 , was the

result. O wing to great dissatisfaction am ong the m embers with regard to
the term s of Union, in connection with other m atters, m any m em bers with
drew and took refuge in the Rose Croix Chapter Lafayette. O ther m em

bers withdrew altogether. The remnant went on for two or three years, when

the Council declined. In 1 836, the Tripartite Treaty with the Suprem e Coun

cils of F rance, Belgium , and Brazil , was ratified , which m ade the Council still

m ore unpopu lar. In 1 837 the difficu lty occurred in the Grand Lodge , out of

which originated St. John
’

s Grand Lodge, that body retaining the Chart er

and control of Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter. In 1 846 the United Suprem e

Council for the W estern Hem isphere was dissolved by mutual consent.
But in 1 842 the m em bers of Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter, with Henry C .

A twood at their head, had form ed a Consistory, which, in 1 846 , took the place
of the U nited Suprem e Council, and re-form ed a Suprem e Grand Counci l for

the United States of Am erica, their Territories, and Dependencies. In 1 851 ,

after the Union of the
.
two Grand Lodges, that Suprem e Council was re

organized under Jeremy L . Cross. It was just previous to this time
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for life,
”
then the chain of successio n is unbroken, and perfect, not only with

the Cerneau Council, but also with all the others, as there were m any regu lar
Thirty-thirds living, active m em bers of the Councils , and oflicers O f the same,

from 1 80 1 to 1 862 , so that all the bodies are alike in this respect . But

neither the A uthor, or the Council from which he ha iled, or the Grand O rient

O f F rance, from which that Council derived, ever believed in, or prom ulgated
such a doctrine. O n the contrary ; so long as a Counci l is in the active
exercise Of its functions is perform ing its work under a regu lar organization

and is acknowledged by, and in correspondence with its peers ; so long it is

considered a
“ Council , or body, or power.

” W hen these cease, when its

organization is discontinued, its m eetings brought to an end, and correspon

dence broken up ,
it is then no longer a body or power

— it is extinct. O n this

bas is the above diagram was formed.

N O TE — Having received lnformation since the above chapter was put to

press , (O ct . l st. that the Grand Council for the United States

of Am eri ca , their Territories and Dependencies,
” fam iliarly known as the Cer

neau Council, of which Edmund B. Hays is Sovs . Grand Comm ander, has

been acknowledged fully by the Grand O rient of F rance, also by the Supreme

Council of F rance,
”
and that an exchange Of Representatives has taken place

and also of the negociations which are pending between that Suprem e Grand
Council and the Sepx. Grand Councils ofEngland, and Scotland, it is thought

proper to insert this note of the fact, and to refer the reader to Appendix Doc
uments No. 47 and 48 for further particulars .



C H A P T E R T EN T H .

STAT I ST I C ACCO UNT ,

DENOTINGTHE FORMATION AND PROGRESS OF THEM P.

’

SOVEREIGN GRAND CONSIS
’

I
‘

ORYOF THE

Supreme Chiefs of (Enlist museum,

A N D O F T H E

SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL OF THE DEGREE.

Q . E .

1 807. THE Sovereign Grand Consistory of the Suprem e Chiefs of Exalted
Masonry of the Ancient Constitutional R ite ofHeredom .for the United
States of Am erica, her Territories, and Dependencies , was founded in

the m onth of O ctober of this year, by Joseph Cerneau, Sovereign Grand
Inspector General of the Thirty-third degree, and Constituted in due
form .

The parties whose nam es appear in the records are Joseph Cerneau,
John W . Mu lligan, Charles Guerin, Jacob Schietfelin, Jonathan
Schiefl

'

elin, John Telfair, J. B. Subrau , John Bleecker, John B. Pon

zolz,
John C. Ludlow, A aron H . Palm er, Joseph Colbert.

The announcem ent was m ade in the daily papers, and by printed cir

culars, addressed to all the Masonic bodies in the United States.

In the early part of this year, the arrangem ents were complete for

the full form ation of the Sovereign Grand Consistory of the Un ited

States of Am erica, her Territories, and Dependencies , as the GRAND

EAST for the Ancient Constitutional Scottish R ite of Heredom , in

the city of N ew York and in the m onth of Septem ber the fol lowing
list of Ofiicers was announced as Constituting the said Grand East for

said R ite

The Most I llustrious Brothers,
JO SEPH CERNEAU , Past Master, M . P Sovereign Grand Commander,
JOHN W . MULLI GAN , Deputy

u 4:

CHARLES GUERI N , F irst Lieut .

ANTHO NY R AINETAux, Second u a

JACO R SCHIEF FELI N, F irst Minister of State,
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The Most Illustrious Brothers,

AARO N H . PALMER, Past Mas ter, Second M inister of State ,

JO SEPH BO UOHAUI) , Ill. Grand Chancellor,
JO SEPH GOUIN ,

Grand K eeper of the Seals,

TO USSANT MIDY, Expert Introductor,
F RANCIS DUBUAR , fi em urer,

JAMES P . DURAND ,
Secretary.

Thefollowing is a list of Members

Jonathan Schieli'elin, John Telfair, Joseph Colbert, J. B. Subrau ,

John Bleecker, John B. Ponzolz, John C. Ludlow.

They claim ed the definitive title of The Trinity and an announce

m ent of the above claim s, together with the degrees which they con

trol , was again made in the papers O f the day.

In the month of N ovem ber inform ation was received by announce

m ent in the papers , of the establishm ent of a Council of Princes of

Jerusalem , by a Jew nam ed A braham Jacobs , who had rem oved from
the South to N ew York city, in or about the year 1 80 2 , and who

professed to be in possession of the degrees . I t appeared , in the course

of the exam ination, that Jacobs had been at work for som e months ,

had comm unicated the degrees to N ineteen brethren, and then Consti

tuted them into a Lodge of Perfection and Council O f Princes of

Jerusalem .

He was waited upon imm ediately by a .COmm ittee from the Sovereign
Grand Consistory, consisting Of Messrs . Cerneau and Mulligan,

who

tendered to him an invitation to be present at a Council of Princes O f

Jerusalem , then in session,
which invitation he refused.

‘

A fter forbid
ding his proceeding, they left him . Jacobs then called in the assist

ance of John G . Tardy, who took the Council under his protection.

In the early part of this year, a petition was presented for the organi

zation of the Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix , under the title
O f Tr ip le Alliance.

"

It was the O ldest Chapter in the United States
of that grade. The above petition was received and acted upon, the

body re organized , and established in due form .

A lso, during the year, the organization and establishment Of a Grand
Council of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret for the State of N ew
York was com pleted, and announced in due form .

During this year the Consistory and Council of Princes of Jerusalem ,

form ed bv Jacobs, went down . The brethren com posing those bodies ,
finding they were illegitim ate , forsook them . Many cam e over to the
Sovereign Grand Consistory, and united with that body, while others

rem ained in seclusion . Those bodies were never revived .

The officers were the sam e. An appl ication to the Suprem e Grand
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In the early part of this year, a reply was received from the Supreme

Grand Council of F rance , and with the reply, as full and comp lete

acknowledgm ent by that body. The Supreme Grand Council of the

Thirty-third degree was , therefore, publicly proclaimed by the daily
papers, and the publ ication of a Tableau , containing a full list of the

Ofi cers of the Suprem e Council Thirty-third, and also the Ofi cers of

the Sovereign Grand Consistory, with bodies deriving from the same.
(See copy in the Appendix , Document N o.

F rom this date m ay be reckoned the perm anent foundat ion of this

Grand Eas t, although the Suprem e Counci l was founded at the sam e

time with the Sovereign Grand Consistory, viz., in 1 807. The increase

of confidence among the F raternity, derived from this recognition and

acknowledgm ent, caused a rap id increase of m em bers both in this and

other States .

A Petition was received from a num ber of brethren in Louisiana

(N ew O rleans), for the establishm ent of a Council of Princes of the

R oyal Secret for that State, Thirty-second degree. The Petition was

granted. and the Council was established there on the 1 9th day of

June. It becam e a dependency of the Sovereign Grand Consistory.

The Most I llustrious Brother J. P ina rd, was appointed Deputy
Inspector General for that State, and R epresentative for the Sovereign
Grand Consistory at N ew O rleans and the Most I llustrious Brother

James B. Durand, Representative for the Consistory ofLou isiana near
the Sovereign Grand Consistory— N ew York. (F or a ful l list of the
Ofiicers, &c., see Appendix , Docum ent N o.

I t was during the early part of this year, that the news of the recog
nition and acknowledgm ent by the Suprem e Council of F rance, reached
the city of Charleston , South Carolina ; and Em anuel De La Motta

was deputized by the Suprem e Council of that place to visit the city
of N ew York , and call to a strict account all who were concerned in

this unlawful proceeding . The res ult of his m ission was not at all

satisfactory, whereupon he pretended to Constitute a Supreme Grand

Council of the Thirty-third degree , A nc ient and A ccepted R ite , the

particulars of which are given in the accom panying history. The

Consistory at N ewport, Rhode Island, was duly Constituted January
2 3d of this year.

A Petition was received from a Constitut ional num ber of brethren
residing in Charleston, South Carol ina , asking for the establishm ent
of a Grand Council of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret Thirty
second degree, for said State, which request was granted , and said

Council was form ed .

The Most I llustrious Brother Peter Javain , was appointed Deputy
Inspector General for that State , and Representative for the Sovereign
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Grand Consistory near that body ; and the Most I llustrious Brother
Jacob Schiefielin , was Constituted for that body a R epresentative near

the Sovereign Grand Consistory. I llustrious Brother Thomas W

Bacot, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of that State , was its first

Presiding O fficer— was succeeded by John S. Cogdell, Grand Senior
W arden of the Grand Lodge ; and Hon . Joel R . Poinsett, of that

State, was one of its m ost active m em bers . Imm ediately after the

founding of the Council , that body, at once form ed and Constituted
a Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix there, under the title of “ F riends

of Peace .

”

(F or full list, see Appendix, Docum ent N o.

A Petition was also received from severa l brethren in Philadelphia ,
asking for the Constitution of a Grand Council of Princes of the Royal
Secret for that S tate (Pennsylvania). The Petition was granted .

The Most Illustrious Brother A. J. Blocquerst, was appointed Deputy
Inspector General for Pennsylvania , and appointed as Representative
for the Sovereign Grand Consistory near that body ; and the Most

Il lustrious Brother John W . M ulligan , was appointed Representative
for that body near the Sovereign Grand Consistory at N ew York.

(See list in Appendix, Docum ent N o .

The expuls ion of Joseph Cerneau , Dew itt Clinton, John W . M u lli

gan, and others, all of whom were declared to be “ Imp os'roas , was

published. I t was the act of Em anuel De La Motta . It brought
forth a reply from the Sovereign Grand Consistory, which appeared

to be conclusive , judging by its efl
'

ects. In the latter part of the year,
a. rep lication, full of arrogance and abuse , was published by De La
Motta , but was not noticed. (They will be found word for word , in

the A ppendix , Docum ents 1 7, 1 8, and
In consequence of the opposition m anifested by the Suprem e Council

of Charleston, the SovereignGrand Consistory renewed the publication
of the Circular and Edict of 1 81 2 . As it was renewed from year to

year unti l 1 81 6 ,

'

a copy of it will be found by referring to the

A ppendix , Docum ent N o. 2 0 .

In the early part of this year, a reply was received from the Grand

O rient of F rance . A difliculty had occurred in the Suprem e Counci l

of F rance, in Decem ber 1 81 2 , arising from m is-representations m ade

to that body. They dissolved the connection with the Sovereign
Grand Consistory, whereupon application was m ade to the Grand

O rient . The reply contained a full recognition and acknowledgm ent
by that body . The Sovereign Grand Consistory nam ed the Most

Illustrious Brother Germ a in Hacquet, President of the Suprem e Coun

cil of R ites and Sovereign Grand Com m ander of the Sovereign Grand
Consistory of the Grand O rient. as its R epresentative near that body
He was accepted ,

and proclaim ed as such. And the Grand O rient of

F rance nam ed the Most I llustrious Brother Joseph Cerneau , R epresen
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tative for the Grand O rient of F rance, Suprem e Council of R ites and

Sovereign Grand Consistory, near the Sovereign Grand Consistory at

N ew York . These Representatives were continued by both bodies ,
and the regular correspondence of the sam e pas sed through their

hands up to the year 1 82 7 As soon as the acknowledgm ent was
received, notice was given in the public prints , and circulars were

addressed to all Masonic bodies in the two hem ispheres, publishing the
fact.

The Circular which was addressed to the various Masonic bodies
throughou t the United States during the past year, brought under the
Inspection and Approval of the Sovereign Grand Consistory, the

following bodies , viz

Sov Chap . P R Croix, “ Triple A lliance, N ew York city,
F riends of Peace ,

” Charleston, S . C.,

Grand Council S. P R S State of N ew York, N ew York city,
Louisiana, N ew O rleans,
Rhode Island , N ewport,

Pennsylvan ia , Philadelphia ,
Charleston, South Carolina.

The following Deputies Inspectors General were confirm ed for the

several States

The M I ll s . Bro J. P INARD , State of Louisiana,
JOHN A . SHAW , Rhode I sland

,

A . J . BLO CQUERST, Pennsylvania ,
PETER JAVAI N , South Carolina,
Lours LE Lour , Maryland.

The Most Il lustrious Brother J . J . IT'I‘ER , Representative near the

Suprem e Grand Council

of Grand Inspectors

General Th irty-third de

gree, Island of Jam aica.

The Sovereign Grand Consistory issued its Annuary again, with an

oflicial l ist of bodies recognized by them . The title was as follows
List of the Grand O fficers, Mem bers, Honorary Mem bers, &c., of

the Suprem e Counci l of Grand Inspectors General of the Thirty-third
degree, and of the Sovereign Grand Consistory of Suprem e Chiefs of

Exalted M asonry of the A ncient Constitutional Scottish R ite of

Heredom , for the United States of Am erica , their Territories and

Dependencies , held in the city of N ew York also of the Constituted
bodies of its Jurisdiction, and of the Grand Bodies Corres pondent ,
Anno Lucius , 581 8, 2 4 pages ; signed with a pen by each mem ber of
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General for the I sland of Trinidad , and carried with him the necessary

powers for form ing and constituting a Sovereign Grand Counci l of
Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret, together with subordinate bodies ,
and also for the constituting a Grand Provisional Comm ittee at Port
Spain, Island of Trinidad . (See Docum ent N o. 2 3 , A ppendix .)
This Council was regularly formed in that island, and Brother Driggs

acted in the capacity of Deputy Inspector General there, and Espre

sentative of the Sovereign Grand Consistory in the United States.
near that body.

The SovereignGrand Consistory also granted Patents for the for

m ation of Grand Councils of Su blim e Princes of the Royal Secret
Thirty-second , and Capitulary Charters for Chapters of Rose Croix at

the following places, viz.

BALTIMOR E , State ofMaryland,
HAVANNA , Island of Cuba,
MAYAGUEZ, Island of Porto R ico,
CUMANA,

BARCELO NA , Republic of Colom bia .

LA GUAvRA ,

Appointing Deputy Inspectors General , residing in the above places ,
as R epresentatives . (See Docum ent N o. 2 4, Appendix .)

The Sovereign Grand Consistory com pleted this year the fitting up
of the Hall intended for its regular sem i-monthly m eetings . I t was

situated in St. John’

s Hall , F rankfort street, and was finished in a

style which, in those days, was m agnificent , and requ ired a very
considerable expenditure.

During the preceding year, a very considerable excitement am ong
m em bers of the O rder, was created by the notorious Emanuel De La
Motta, through a m an by the name of Joseph McCosh, whom he

afterwards m ade a m em ber of the Suprem e Council there. The oppo

sition was arrayed against Peter Javain , Deputy Inspector Genera l for

the State of South Carolina . I t at last, found a p lace in the daily
papers there. The Sovereign Grand Consistory issued an Edict rela
tive to the m atter, which will be found in the (Appendix, Docum ent
N 0 . 2 4, and also Docum ent N o.

O n the 1 5th of August, the Marqu is de Lafayette landed in N ew
York city, was received as the N etion’

s Guest, and during this year
was exalted by the Suprem e Grand Council to the Thirty~third and

last degree of Masonry.

O n the 2 2 d of N ovember the Sovereign Grand Consistory granted a
Capitulary Charter for a Sovereign Chapter of Princes of Rose Croix,
under the distinctive title of “ Lafayette,

”
for the valley of N ew York.

(Document N o.
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An application was made during the m onth of January to the Sove
reign Grand Consistory, by R ichard S. Spofi

‘

ord, M . D., residing at

N ewburyport, Mass., for exaltation, which request was granted.

And at a subsequent meeting of the Consistory, the Most I llustrious
Brother Richard S. Spofi

'

ord was appointed Deputy Inspector General

for the State of Massachusetts, and clothed with full power to open

and constitute a Sovereign Chapter of Prince of Rose Croix, and
also to form a.Grand Council of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret
for that State. (See Document N o. 2 5

A Representative, and Deputy Inspector General for the State of

Virginia , was appointed this year. The Most I llustrious Brother
John P . Schisano, form erly Secretary General, rem oved to N orfolk,
Virg inia, and filled the above appointment.

There was nothing of importance which occurred during this year.
The work of the O rder progressed as usual, m any new m embers were
received and the present year m ay be considered as the period when
the Mas onic Institution in the United States enjoyed unprecedented

popu larity.

The Anti-Masonic, orMorgan excitement, broke out in the early part of
this year, carrying desolation in its course ; and by the end of the

year had swept everything before it throughout the States of N ew

York ,Verm ont, N ew Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine,
Pennsylvania , and some of the other States. A ll bodies which bore
the nam e of Masonry were dissolved . Lodges, Chapters, Coun

cils , Encam pments, &c., ceased to hold their meetings. Most of them

surrendered their Charters and Properties, and in some of the States

the meeting of a Masonic body for working purposes was m ade a seri
ous offence aga inst the laws, and punished with heavy penalties . The

Sovereign Grand Consistory suffered in common with other Masonic

bodies and it appears by the records, that its labors were brought to
a close, by common consent, on the 2 8th day of N ovem ber of this

year. Much of the furniture and properties were removed from the

Consistory Room to the care of I llustrious Brother Lewis B. Timolat

and Henry Marsh, who, with a few of the brethren, kept up the con

stitutional m eetings of the bodies for a considerable time after their

form al dissolution.

The Sovereign Grand Consistory m et with a most severe and heavy
loss in the death of the Hon. Dewitt Clinton, Sovereign Grand Com
m ander for the United States. He died in the month of F ebruary, at
A lbany, the place of his residence .

1 82 9 , 1 830 , 1 831—Are blank years in all Masonic undertak ings.
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An effortwasmade this year, in the m idst ofthe Anti-M asonic excitem ent ,
to revive thework ofthe Sovereign Grand Consistory, by the Most I llus

trious Brother de St . Laurent. Marqu is de Santa Rosa and Count ,

Past Mas ter, Sovereign Grand Inspector General Thirty-third, Ex
Grand Commander ad vitam of the form er Supreme Counci l of South

America, N ew Spain, &c., &c., who had arrived in N ewYork, and who
proposed to gather together the fragm ents of the form er body, and erect
a Supreme Council of the Thirty

-third and last degree, under the dis

tinct title of the United Suprem e Councilfor the Western Hem isphere.

The Most I llustrious Brother Elias Hicks, Ex-Grand Commander of

the form er Supreme Council of the United States ofAmerica, ad vitam ,

was constituted Sovereign Grand Comm ander and the ofiices were

filled , as far as poss ible, by the m embers of the old body. A full

list of which, together with all the active and honorary mem bers,
foreign m embers, dependent and corresponding bodies, will be found in
the Appendix (Docum ent N o. I t was called United,

” because
it entered into a Treaty of Al l iance and F riendship with the Suprem e

Grand Council of Terra F irma, N ew Spa in, &c. F or a full account of

this Union, see history, page 2 0 3 , and Treaty in Appendix, Docum ent

No. 2 7 and 2 8. During this year, Brother Leblanc de Marconnay, was

received.

A proposition was made to the body to bring into it some of the mem
bers of another body, which had styled itself a Supreme Grand Counci l

of the Thirty-third degree in N ew York city. This led to a great

deal of dissatisfaction among the m em bers who had belonged to the

form er body, and a very bad feeling was the consequence. Many
m em bers withdrew, and the Council aga in began to decl ine.

The Patent for Leblanc deM arconnay, who was constituted a Sove
reign Grand Inspector Genera l Thirty-third degree, Decem ber 2 0 ,
1 832 , was issued in January.

A lthough some m em bers were added, the public feeling against the
institution of Masonry did not decrease. And the efi

‘

orts of m em bers
to build up the Council were not attended with any great success.

The correspondence was kept up.

O n the 2 3d of F ebruary the Treaty of A lliance and F riendship was

drawn up and signed in Paris by the Representatives of the Councils
there assem bled in a Masonic Congress, for that purpose. (See Ap
pendix, Docum ent N o. The Marquis de Lafayette was the

Representative to the Suprem e Council of F rance from the United

Supreme Council of the W este rn Hem isphere.

The news of the death of the Most Illustrious and P Brother, the

Marquis de Lafayette, a former m em ber of the Sovereign Grand
Consistory, and from the year 1 832 the Represetative of the United
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ever and toleration. This was deem ed antagonistic to Ancient York

Masonry ; and as that system was about being revived , the United
Suprem e Council declined.

A year of unexampled m isfortune. The m ercanti le world was in a

comp lete confus ion, and Masonry was less thought of than at any

previous time .

A difliculty occurred this year between theGrand Lodge of the State
of N ew York and a large num ber of brethren, who were desirous of
celebrating the 2 5th of June or St . John’

s F estival , by a public pro
ces sion. The consequent proceedings which grew out of this m atter,

separated som e of the m em bers who owed allegiance to the Suprem e

Council in Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter. Its m eetings were con

tinned, and out of it cam e a second Supreme Council and Cons istory,
which continued until the Union in 1 850 .

1 838. The furniture and fixtures oft he Sublim e Lodge of Perfection, Council
of Princes of Jerusalem , Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix , and Sublime
Princes of the Roya l Secret , were purchased from I llustrious Brother

Timolat , and paid for by Lafayette Chapter of Rose Croix . They were

rem oved to Union Hall. The regu lar m eetings ofthe United Suprem e

Council had ceased from want of num bers and want of interest .

The popu lar feeling against Masonry began to subside, and som e of the
Lodges throughout the State of N ew York resum ed their labors .

There was but one m eeting of the Suprem e Council during the year.

Present, I llustrious Brothers Joseph Bouchaud, F rancis Dubuar, and

five other brethren , m ost of the other m em bers having dropped off.

There was but one form al m eeting of the Suprem e Council during this

year. The m eetings of the Lafayette Chapte r of Rose Croix were
continued.

to 1 846. The M inutes of the United Suprem e Council show, that the

stated or constitutional m eetings of the sam e were continued (annual),
up to 1 846 . O wing to various causes, the Council had dwindled down
to a very sm all num ber. O n the 2 7th day of O ctober, 1 846, the final
m eeting of the body was held, and the following Illustrious Brothers
were present, viz. Joseph Bouchaud, President ; John Telfair, George
Sm ith, John S . M itchell , A ssistant Secretary.

O n m otion of Brother Telfair, it was ordered that the funds of the

Suprem e Council , in the hands of the Treasurer, be distributed pro
rata am ong the surviving m em bers of the United Suprem e Council , who
com posed the body previou s to the introduction of new m em bers.
In accordance with this resolution, I llustrious Brother Bouchaud,
Treasurer General , then paid over $ 1 2 0 to I llustrious Brother George



1848.

1 853.

SUPREME CO UN CIL— U . S. A . 2 99

Sm ith, Secretary General of Suprem e Council , to be divided am ong
five brethren, Brother Bouchaud refusing to receive any part of the

sam e.

This date term inated the existence of this branch of the body as then
constituted, and it thereby came to an end . It was replaced by the
m em bers who had retired at various times and took refuge in Lafayette
Rose Croix Chapter, together with those who were not associated with
any other body of Sublim e Masons.

During this year, a circular signed by J. J. J. Gourgas and others

m ade its appearance, and was distributed to most of the Masonic bodies
in this country. The document pretended to em anate from a body of
m en who styled them selves a Suprem e Grand Council of the Thirty
third degree, Ancient and Accepted R ite . It was not noticed by any

of the bodies to which it was sent.

During this year, the difficulties which had existed between the two
Grand Lodges for a period of Thirteen years, were adjusted, a union

of the bodies took place, and the great obstacle , which had been the
m eans of preventing the fu ll re organization of the Supreme Grand

Council , was rem oved out of the way. Imm ediately after this union

was consumm ated , a m eeting of som e of the m em bers of the Council
was held, and it was decided to go forward in the work. A Comm ittee

was appointed to wait upon the old mem bers, and if possible, to pro
cure their attendance at a future m eeting. A s yet no com plete organi

zation was effected.

In the month of June the Most Potent Sovereign Past Grand Comm em
der, Hon. John W . Mu lligan, visited the Suprem e Counci l , confirm ed
the proceedings of the brethren, and pressed upon them the necessity of

a comp lete organization under a proper head. This organization was

soon after effected , and a full account of the sam e will be found in the

history also Document N o. 3 2 . Appendix.

The correspondence with various Supreme Councils was this year

renewed, and several petitions were received for the re organization of

subordinate bodies. The publication of the circular brought forth two
Edicts , viz . , one from the Gourgas body,

and one from the Charleston

body, denouncing the whole of the m embers as Impostors.

In consequence of prolonged ill health, I llustrious Brother Jeremy
L . Cross resigned his office as Sovereign Grand Com m ander, and re

moved his residence to N ew Hampshire . I llustrious Brother Salem

Town, also resigned his ofiice .

In accordance with the petition of mem bers of Jerusalem Chapter

Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix, that Chapter was re-organized and
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again comm enced its labors ; also Lafayette Chap ters, under the old

warrant of 1 82 4.

Several communications were received during this year from the

Suprem e Grand Council of Louisiana, and in the m onth of July the
Grand Comm ander I llustrious Brother Jam es F oulhouze, presented
himself as a Deputy from that Suprem e Council, with proper creden

tis ls, and was received in due form .

Being about to re organize the Council, in consequence of the

res ignat ion of the Grand Comm ander, the Most Puissant Brother

F oulhouze then instal led I llustrious Brother Henry C . A twood as

Sovere ign Grand Comm ander, with the other uflicers elect.
A Treaty of Union was entered into between the two Supreme

Councils, and I llustrious Brother F oulhouze shortly after, sailed for

F rance .

During the early part of this year, the Sovereign Chapter Prince of

Rose Croix , by title “ La Sincerz
‘

te,
"

(F rench), deriv ing from the

Suprem e Council of Louis iana , cam e under the jurisdiction of the

Suprem e Council of NewYork.

Two pet itions were rece ived for Sym bolic Lodges , one for theEnglish

ritual , the other for the F rench, whi ch petitions were granted. The

F rench Lodge
“ La Sz

'

ncerite, was soon after constituted in due

Brother H . R illet having been proposed as a m em ber of the Supreme
Council and favorably reported upon. was received in due form , and

constituted and proclaimed a Sovereign Grand Inspector Genera l of
the Thirty-third degree ; also Brother Gustav. Coutant, having been
previously proposed , exam ined , and reported upon favorably, was ele

vated to the dignity of Sovereign Grand Inspector Genera l of the
Thirty

-third degree , and constituted a m ember of the Suprem e

Council .

In the early part of the year the Most Potent and I llus trious Brother

Genera l T. C . De Mosquera, of N ew Grenada ,
was received in ample

form by the Supreme Council , and the m ost fri endly congratu lations

were exchanged .

In the m onth of O ctober a reply was rece ived from the Suprem e

Council of N ew Grenada, forming an alliance with the Suprem e Coun
cil of N ew York, and appointing I llustrious Brother Henri Billet

Representative for the Grand O rient and Suprem e Council of N ew

Grenada near the Suprem e Counci l of N ewYork.
O n the 1 st day of January the I llustrious Brother Leblanc de
Marconnay, O rator to the Cham ber of Council and of Appeals , Grand
O rient of F rance, was elected an honorary m em ber of the Suprem e
Council of N ew York, and a D iploma forwarded to him to that effect.
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Applications were also received from the State of Maine and N ew

Hampshire, for the establishm ent of the various bodies in those

States .

F rom the period last named until 1 859, there were no changes in

the m em bership of the Suprem e Counci l, with the exception of the

adm iss ion of I llustrious BrotherW illiam H . Jarvis, whowas
‘

appointed

Grand Comm ander of the Guard ; and indeed though the annual ses

sions were regularly held, the transactions were not of im portance ,

if the year 1 857 be excepted , when a recognition, &c., &c., of this

Suprem e Council was received from the Suprem e Council ofBelgium .

“In the latter part of Septem ber, 1 860 , the Most Illustrious Brother

Henry C. Atwood, Sovereign Grand Commander, died at his residence

in the State of Connecticut. In the month of O ctober following, the
announcem ent of that event was made at a m eeting of the Suprem e

Council , when I llustrious Brother Edmund B. Hays, P Lieu tenant

Grand Com m ander becam e Most Potent Sovereign Grand Comm an
der ; I llus trious Brother Hopkins Thom pson, P . Lieutenant Grand

Comm ander ; Il lustrious Brother Geo. L . O sborn, Grand Secretary

General of the H. E. ; Illustrious Brother Benjam in C. Leveridge,
Grand M inister of State ; Illustrious Brother Robert E. Roberts ,
Grand Treasurer General , B . E. I llustrious Brother Harry J.

Seym our, Grand Master of Ceremonies.

“In 1 861 , I llustrious Brother Daniel S ickles becam e Grand Secretary
General of H . E ., in p lace O f I llus trious Brother O sborn res igned ; I l

lustrions Brother Henry C . Banks , Grand Marshall, and I llustrious

Brother John Innes Grand, Standard Bearer.

The Suprem e Council at the commencem ent of this year (1 862 )was
compom of the following Illustrious Brethren :

Elm uNn B. Hay s, Most Potent Sovereign Grand Commander,
HOPKINS Ts ou rsO N , P Lieutenant Grand Comm ander,

BENJ. C. Lzm m og , Grand O rator andGrandM iniste r ofState ,

DANIEL 81m m ,
Chancellor, Secretary G of the

H . E and K eeper of the S and A s .

R OBERT E. R OBERTS, Treasurer General of the H . E

HENRY C. BANKS , M arshall ,
HENRY J . SEYMOUR, Master of Cerem onies ,
JOHN INNES, Standard Bearear,

Commander of Guards .

“O n the 1 7th of January, 1 862 , the venerable Patri arch the Most
Illustrious Brother John W . Mu l ligan, who with the I llustrious

Brother Joseph Cerneau was one Of the founders of the Sove
reign Grand Consistory in 1 80 7 , and Suprem e Council in 1 81 2 ,

and who at the last annual meeting of the latte r body, a short time
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previous to his decease, was present during its deliberations, in the
94th year of his age, and in the full possession of his intellectual
facu lties , was relieved of his earthly labors, for a better and more eu

during Council ou H igh.

O n the 2 3d of same m onth, the Supreme Council convened at the
city of Trenton, N ew Jersey, constituted a Grand Consistory for that
State , and installed the following I llustrious Brothers as officers
Thom as J. Corson, M . D ., (Grand Senior W arden of the Grand

Lodge, Grand H igh Priest of the Grand Chapter, and Grand Com

m ander of the Grand Commandery of the State ,) Comm ander-in
Chief ; George B. Edwards, Deputy Commander-in-Chief Joseph
H . Hough, (Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge,)l st Lieutenant
Comm ander ; W m . T. W oodrufl

'

,
2 d Lieu tenant Commander ; W m . E.

Stagg , Grand Minister of State ; Reuben S. Van Tassel], Grand

Chance llor JohnW oolverton. M . D ., (Grand Secretary of the Grand
Chapter,) Grand Secretary ; S . R . Terrell, Grand Treasurer ; W m .

B. Clapp , Grand K eeper O f Seals ; W m . A rmstrong, Grand Engi
neer ; W . T. N icholson, Grand Hosp ital ler ; James E. Em erson,

Grand Master of Ceremonies ; Charles Bechtel, Grand Captain of

Guards ; John P . N elson, Grand Standard Bearer ; A . P . Howell ,

Grand Sentinel.
“The interesting ceremonies incident to the above organization

were greatly heightened by the presence of I llustrious Brothers

Dav id N aar, and Thom as W . Satterthwaite, Sovereign Grand Inspec
tors General ,—signers of the ratification of the Triple Treaty of

A ll iance between the Suprem e Councils of F rance and Brazil and this
Supreme body in 1 836, emeritus m em bers of this Council, who parti
cipated in the proceedings.

O n the 3d day of May, 1 862 , in compliance with the petition of a

constitu tional number of Illustrious Brothers, who had previous ly
received their degrees from the Sovereign Grand Consistory, N ew

York city, the O fficers of the Suprem e Grand Council for the United

States of Am erica, their Territories and Dependencies, proceeded

to Boston, Massachusetts, for the purpose of constituting a Grand

Consistory, Thirty-second degree , for that State, and installing the

O fficers of the sam e. The ceremonies were of the most interesting

character.

i 7a following is a list of the Qflicers installed

I llustrious Brothers,

Gianna-r J. N orman, Cam bridge, Grand Commander-im C/u
‘

efi
JOHN K . HALL , Somerville,
R ICHARD M. BARKER , Boston, 2 d Lieu t. Grand Comm ander.

W M . F . K Nownas, Cambridgeport, I sl Lieut. Grand Commander.
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Illustrious Brothers.

R IOH
‘

D S . Srorroan J N ewburyp
'

t.

and Grand O rator.

N ICHOLAS HATHAWAY, Dorchester, Grand

ELrHu C. BAKER , Medford, Secretary,

ALBION K . P. W ELCH, Cam bridge,
Roa

’

r LEW IS DAVIS.W atertown, Eng ineer and Int.

W EARE B. BI CKF ORD , Brighton,
JAMES R . GARDNER , Boston,

JAMES R . BUGBEE, Som erville , Captain of the Guards,
DANIEL W . LAWRENCE, Medford, Sentinel.

MEMBERS

BENJ. F . N O URSE, P . M ., Grand Lectu rer for Mm ,

JOHN D. JENNI NGS, P . M .,

L. MUDGE, P . M .

, and W . P . Bu'r'rnarmLD , P . M .

F or list of Oflicers , Active, and Honorary Mem bers of the Supreme
Grand Council for the United States of America, see Docum ent No.

41 .
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Masonry was first introduced at the Hague, also into Prussia and

Spain from England, in Three degrees , during this year.

The first Master
’

s Lodge was chartered in Boston by the Grand

Lodge of England, out of which grew the Provincial Grand Lodge
chartered by the GrandLodge of England, by title St. John’

s Grand

1 734. June 2 4th. The first Masters Lodge chartered in Philadelphia

1 738.

1 740 .

1 743 .

Penn , by the St. John
’

s Grand Lodge of Mass., Benjam in F ranklin,
W . M .

Decem ber 2 4th. The F our Lodges existing at Paris unite and elect

Lord Harnsnester as Grand Mas ter. The Chevalier Ram say acts as

O rator to the Assem bly. A t this m eeting, the Grand Lodge adap ts

Ramsay
'

s
“ Prim itive Scottish R ite.

”
The rite in this year was ih

creased O ne degree, m aking Seven , viz. Ecossai, N ovice, and

K night of the Temple, with the new degree added . The first Mas te rs

Lodge , Constituted in South Carolina , by the Earl of London, G. M .

of G . L. of England, called Solomon
’

s Lodge No. 1 .

The first Provincial Grand Lodge in the State of N ew York was
chartered during this year by the Grand Lodge ofEngland.

June 2 4th. The Duke d’Autin elected Grand Master of F rance .

Serious difiiculties arise in the Grand Lodge of England , causing a

large number of the m em bers to secede and to take to themselves the

nam e of Am ients. They give the name
“ llIodern to the Grand

Lodge which they have left. This year Masonry was first introduced
into Switzerland , and spreads with great rapidity there.

A serious rupture takes place between the Grand Lodge at York and

the Grand Lodge ofEngland (London)
The Grand Lodge assum es the t itle of English Grand Lodge of
F rance .

” The Count of Clerm ont is elected Grand Master. I t was

working under a charter from the Grand Lodge of England.

A t this time the degree of K n ight of the Sun was m anufactured,

also the degree of K adosch
”
was invented by the Masons of Lyons,

under the title of Petit Elu . The Jesuits also concocted and put

together the degree of Knights of the Rose Croix.

”

The Count of Clem ent left the Lodges to take care of themselves , and
appointed first , Baure , a Banker, and afterwards Lacorne, 2 5 Dancing
Mas ter, a Special Deputy, thus putting the whole O rder in his hands.

D isorders of every kind invaded Masonry. Charters becam e m erchan

dise, new degrees swarm ed like flies , R estaurateurs bought t erships

for life, and everybody
"

sold degrees . The followers of Charles
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Edward Stuart, the Son of the Pretender, Opened Lodges without

authority.

Charles Edward Stuart, the son of the Pretender, on the 1 5th of April,
founded the Primordal Chapter of Arras , under the distinctive title of
Ecosse Jacobite.

”

This was the first chapter, or centre of the H igh

degrees in F rance.

The R ite “ De la Vieille Brue, or of the F aithful Scotsman, was

established at Toulouse, in F rance.

The Lodge of St . John of Scotland (St. Jean d
’

Ecosse), was founded at
Marseilles by a travelling Mason. This Lodge , previous to the F rench
R evolution, took the title of Mother Lodge of Marseilles,

”

and after

wards oi
'

Scottish Mother Lodge of F rance.
”
Their rite was term ed

the Scottish Philosophi c R ite . I t consisted of Eighteen degrees, the

first three being the Sym bolic degrees, and the Eighteenth the “ Knight

of the Sun .

” Som e au thors state this to be 1 751 . A ugust 1 2 th,

H iram Lodge N o. 1 , N ew Haven,
Conn was chartered by the Pro

vincicl St . John’

s Grand Lodge of Mass .

A power of the H igh degrees was established under the pompous title

of “ Sovereig n Council Sublime Scottish M other Lodge of the Grand

F rench Globe. I t was afterwards called, or rather called itself,
Sovereign Council, Sublim e Mother Lodge of the Excellents of the

Grand F rench Globe . The Counci l of the Em perors of the East

and W est
”

assum ed that title in 1 780 . N ovember 3oth, the first

Mas ters Lodge was chartered in Boston, Mass ., by the Grand Lodge

of Ancients in London, which afterwards becam e “ St. Andrew
’

s

Grand Lodge, by Provincial Charter from that Grand Lodge .

The Roya l A rch degree, previously im ported from F rance, was adopted
in England by the Grand Lodge of Ancients (A thol), but rejecte d

by the Grand Lodge of Moderns , (G. L. of England .)

The Chevalier de Bonneville established a Chapter of the H igh degrees

at Paris , styled the “ Chap ter of Clermont.
” Martinez Pascalis,

established his R ite of the Elus Coens.

”

He carried it to Paris in
1 767 Martinism grew out of it.

The Grand Lodge of F rance declared its independence and dropped

the word English,
”

(Anglaise ,) out of its title . I t had worked
hitherto, up to this date , under a Charter from the Grand Lodge of

England, in the Symbolic degrees (the high degrees of Ram say on its

own account.) I t now becam e the Grand Lodge of F rance,
”
revised

its Constitution, and adopted N ew Regu lations, declaring that it

would recognize the Three degrees of Apprentice , F ellow Craft, and
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Master only. H itherto the Scottish Philosophic R ite of Ramsay,

which had been adopted 1 736, was worked in that body.

The O rder of Noachites, or Prussian Knights , was introduced in

Paris, byM . de St. Gelaire . The Provincial Grand Lodge for South
Carolina was chartered this year. A Masters Lodge chartered in

N ew York city by the t itle of St. John
’
s.

”

Certain Masons , styling them selves “ Princes and Grand O fficers of

the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of St. John at Jerusalem , founded

at Paris , a Chapter of Emperors of the East and West.
” I t consisted

of Twenty
-five degrees, divided into Seven Classes . I t was form ed

from the ru ins of the Chapter of Clermont ,
” founded in 1 754, by the

Chevalier de Bonneville . The F irst Chapter of Royal A rch Masons

in the United States was authorized this year, the power to confer

that degree being granted to a Blue Lodge by the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania .

A second Masters Lodge was chartered in Pennsylvania by the

Grand Lodge of A ncient York Masons, styled No. 2 .

A Council of Princes of the Royal Secret was founded at Bordeaux ,
by the Chapter of the Em perors of the East and W est at Paris.

Lacorne, the dancing m aster, Special Depu ty of the Grand Master, and

as such, real head of the O rder, enraged because the Grand Lodge
refused to recognize him and its m em bers to sit with them , establ ished
a new Grand Lodge . Both Grand Lodges granted Charters, and the

Council of the Em perors of the East and W est, constituted at Paris,
and throughout F rance, Lodges and Chapters . The old Grand Lodge

denounced the “

faction Lacorne,
”
which, nevertheless, continued to

thrive. In the m idst of all this, v iz.
, in 1 761 , A ugust 2 7th, Stephen

Morin was comm issioned. His Patent styles him as Deputy Grand

Inspector .

”

Lacorne, the dancing master, a. m ember of the Council of the Emperors
of the East and West, and a Tai lor, nam ed P irlet,

”
set up a new

body in 1 762 , styled Council of the Kn ights of the East,
”
with a rite

opposed to the Templar system of the Emperors of the East and

W est . This body was form ed July 2 2 d .

O n the 2 1 st of Septem ber the Counci l of the Emperors of the East
and W est published a list of the degrees adm inistered by it instituted a

Council of Princes of the Royal Secret at Bordeaux, where the rite
was exam ined and arranged , and nine Com m issioners, part from the

Counci l of the Emperors. and part from the Council of Princes settled
at Bordeaux , the Regulations of the Masonry of Perfection in Thirty
five articles . The Count of Clerm ont revokes the appointm ent of
Lacorne, and appoints C/iallon de Joinville as his substitute .
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December 2 7th . The Grand Lodge of F rance assum es the title of

Sale and Only Grand Or ient of F rance .

Three D irectories of the R eformed R ite of Dresden are es tablished
at Lyons , Bordeaux , and Strasbourg .

F randeen es tablished the Royal O rders in Jamaica . He continued

at their head for several years, after which they fell as leep and laid

dorm ant.

The “ Philosophical Scottish R ite , inst ituted at Paris by Boileau , a

Physician, and worked until 1 82 6 , and in Belgium ever since.

A Treaty ofUnion between the Grand O rient and the three Scottish

D irectories at Lyons, Bordeaux. and Strasbourg , was entered into .

April 2 d . The “ Scottish Mother Lodge of F rance ,
”

(Philosophical

R ite ,)was es tablished at Paris under the title of Contrat Social .

A ugust 1 8th. The Mother Lodge of the Contrat Venna issin , in

corporated in the Mother Lodge of the Philosophical R ite at Paris.

The Grand Lodge for the State of Georgia const ituted .

The H oly Royal Arch degree , m anufactured by the Chev. Ram

say, and adOpted in 1 753 by the Grand Lodge of Ancients , m the

F ourth degree ofM asonry, was this year adopted by the Modem s

in Grand Lodge .

The Grand Lodge for the State ofV irginia was formed .

The rite of the Elect of Truth created. The Grand Chapter of

England was es tablished during this year.

The “ Prim itive Scottish R ite, or Philadelphi, founded at N arbonne,
and united with the Grand O rient in 1 80 6.

The “ Council of the Emperors of the East and West as um es the

title of Sublim e Scottish Mother Lodge of the Grand F rench Globe,

Sovereign Grand Lodge of F rance .

”

The Scottish Chapter of Arras ,
”

instituted a Rose Croix Chapter, under the t it le of “
,
Arras of the Val

ley of Paris . Unites with the Grand O rient in 1 80 1 .

Concordat between the Grand O rient and the Mother Lodge of the

Philosophica l R ite . The Grand O rient created within itself a cham

ber of the H igh degrees , which labored at a revision of them , and

in 1 786 reported Fou r , viz. : Elu , Ecossais , K night of the East ,

and Rose Croix . These were adopted by the Grand O rient , to be
worked in addition to the Three Sym bolic degrees and it thereupon

decreed that no others should be worked in the Lodga or Chapte rs

under its jurisdiction. The Seven degrees thus arranged , have since
been practiced by the Grand O rient, and are known all over the world
as the “Modern F rench R ite.

”

A ao—called Convention of Inspectors was held at Philadelphia.
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The members were Solomon Bush, Inspector for Pennsylvania Isaac

da Costa. for the W est Indies and N orth America ; Simon Nathan,
for N orth Carolina ; Samuel Myers, for Leeward Islands ; Barend M .

Spitzer, for Georgia ; Thomas Randal, for N ew Jersey. (A goodly
company.) At the Convention, Barend M . Spitzer, received his
Patent as u. Sublime Prince of the R oyal Secret, dated June 2 5th.

Sept. 5th. A Provincial Grand Lodge for the State of NewYork,
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Ancients, under the Duke of Athol .

The Rectified R ite ” was established in F rance.

July 2 d. Abraham Jacobs initiated in St: Andrew’
s Lodge, Boston,

and passed to a F ellow Craft. H isD iary states, that some time sabse
quently, he was raised to a Master Mason inLodge N o. 1 , Charleston,
South Carolina.

The Eclectic R ite, established in Germany and Switzerland.

The System of Swedenborg
” introduced at Paris by the Marquis

de F rome .

The Grand Chapter General of F rance came into existence.

The Grand O rient established the Modern F rench R ite of Seven
degrees, which contain the substance of the first Eighteen degrees of

the R ite of Perfection. I t rejected all above the Eighteenth degree.
The Scottish Directories , which by the treaty of 1 776 with the Grand

O rient, had the exclusive working and adm inistration of the Reformed

R ite, still continued to work. The Mother Lodge of the Scottish

Philosophical Bite, the Chapter of Arras, and several other bodies
were independent.

F eb. 2 7th. The Grand Chapter General of F rance united with the

Grand O rient. Dec. 1 8th. The Grand Lodge for the State of N ew

Jersey formed. Sept. 2 5th. The Provincial Grand Lodge of Penn
sylvania closed sine die, and the Grand Lodge for the State of

Pennsylvania organized.

May l st. Abraham Jacobs initiated into the Inefihble degrees ,

Sublime Lodge, Charleston , South Carolina. The Grand Lodge of

Ancient York Masons, for South Carolina formed. April 1 7th. The

Grand Lodge ofMaryland form ed. The Grand Chapter of Herodim ,

and the Chapter of Rose Croix of R am say established in England.

1 788. F eb. 2 oth. The Grand Council Princes of Jerusalem was opened in

the city of Charleston by three Inspectors, Myers, Spitzer, and

F orst. The Grand Lodge of N orth Carolina formed.

1 789 . Moses Cohen raised to “ Knight of the Sun ” by Moses M ichae l

Hays, Philadelphia . The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire formed.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut formed .



3 1 2

1 796.

1 797.

SCOTTISH R ITE, AN CIENT AND ACCEPTED .

Masonry in F rance in a langu ishing condition.

Moses Cohen goes to K ingston, Jam aica to renew the Sublim e
degrees A braham F orst also goes there . They there establish a

Consistory, the degrees having died out.
” A braham Jacobs rem oves

from Charles ton to Jamaica . He m eets with Cohen and F orst there,

who promote him to K night of the Sun .

” He returns in sam e year

to Savannah, Georgia, bringing with him full powers from these two,
”

to Enter, Pass , R aise, and Exalt, to the Sublime degrees .

P ierre la Barbiere Plessis, m ade Deputy Inspector by A ugustus

Provost , in Phi ladelphia.

The Grand Lodge of F rance suspends its labors , and its m em bers dis

perse. June 2 5th. The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island form ed.

A braham Jacobs, who had arrived at Savannah from Jam aica , begins
the work of conferring the Sublim e degrees there. Comm ences in

earnest at Augusta, Georgia. A Union of both Grand Lodges

(Ancient and Modern,)in the State of Massachusetts, and a regu lar

Grand Lodge for that State form ed.

Jan. 1 2 th. Moses Cohen granted a Patent to Hym an Isaac Long,
as Sublim e Prince of the Royal Secret,

’

and Deputy Inspector General.
The Grand Lodge ofVerm ont form ed.

A few Lodges began ag ain to revive in F rance .

A pril 2 d. John M itchel l received his Patent from Barend M .

Spitzer, as a Sublim e Prince of the Royal Secret, and Deputy Inspec
tor General .

Rose Croix Chapter (Trip le Union)R ight of H erodim , founded in

N ew York city by a few F rench refugees from St . Dom ingo.

The system of Fessler was established .

N ov . 1 2 th. Hym an Isaac Long conferred the degree of Sublim e
Prince of the Royal Secret, and gave a Patent to Count A lexandre
F rancois A ugust de Grasse Tilly, De La Hogue, Magnan, Saint Paul,
Robin, Petit , and Marie.

A braham Jacobs confers the Subl im e degrees upon F ifteen brethren,
in W ashington, W ilkes County, Georgia .

The Grand O rient of F rance resumes its labors . A t this date there
are only Eighteen Lodges exist ing in F rance. O n the 1 7th O ctober
the Grand Lodge resum es its labors.

Jan. 1 2 th. The Sublim e Counci l of Princes of the Royal Secret was
mtablished at Charleston, South Carolina . O n the 2 6th May Jean
Baptiste A veilhe subscribes himself K s . H . Deputy Inspector

General.

Louis Claude Henri Montma in, was conferring at Charleston, as a
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Abraham Jacobs removed from Savannah to New York city, or

early in 1 803.

Germain Bacquet retu rns from St Dom ingo to F rance. He carries

back with him the R ite of Perfection pure and unadulterated, and

presented it as such to the Grand O rient of F rance .

O rganization of a General Grand Scottish Lodge Of the Ancient and
Accep ted R ite at Paris . O ctober 2 d, by Supreme Council Thirty

O u the 2 2 d Septem ber De Grasse Tilly founds a Supreme Council of
SovereignGrand Inspectors Genera l Thirty-third degree, Ancient and

Accep ted Scottish R ite.

”

December 5th. A Concordat was signed between the Grand O rient
and the Supreme Council of F rance. They were united intoone body,
the Scottish Grand Lodge having had an existence of forty

-four

days, and the Council fifty-four days . W hile in existence , they created
great confus ion among the F raternity, a contest for the Supremacy
having comm enced between the O rient and the Council, which ter

m inated partially when the Concordat was signed in December. The

Scottish Grand Lodge was then dissolved, the Grand O rient control

ling the first Eighteen degrees, the Suprem e Counci l the rest.
Septem ber 2 3d. A braham Jacobs beg ins his work of conferring
degrees in N ew York.

September 2 4th. A rupture took place between the Grand O rient
and Supreme Council . The bodies a gain became distinct and antago
nistic. The Grand O rient claimed the right to control the Ancient
and Accepted R ite :

“That the union of all the degrees, ihone simple
sphere of Masonic Light, of which IT was the centre, gave it, the
Grand O rient alone , the right to rule the Scottish rite concurrent ly
with the F rench rite ; and, consequently, the sole right, to confer

degree s, and grant Charte rs of Constitutions.” The grand O rient

granted a Charte r of Constitut ion to Sovereign Chap ter Ecossais ,
”

Ancient and A ccepted R ite. The Suprem e Council was opposed to
this proceeding, and at once established a Grand Consistory of

Sublime Princes of the R oyal Secret, and on the l st of O ctober made
a decree, &c. The Philos0 phical Scott ish rite , the rite of Heredom ,

and in general , all the Masonic bodies, that had, by virtue of the Con
cordet, been united to the Grand O rient, res um ed their independence.
The Grand O rient, at once , created a Grand Directory of R i tes,

"
to

govern all the united R ites, and to be com posed of as many sections as
there were rites . This was done July 2 1 st before the spl it took place .

The controversy lasted between the two bodies unt11 1 838, and was
not completely adjusted until 1 841 , a period of from thirty-three to
thirty-six years. Still , from 1 80 5 up to 1 814, the Grand O rient con
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fined itself to the first Eighteen degrees, and suffered the Supreme

Council to adm inister the rest.

The Supreme Council was established at M ilan, and also the Grand
O rient of I taly. The Grand O rient of the M ilitary division of I taly, at
N aples, united with the Grand O rient ofM i lan,

June 2 2 d.

The Rose Croix Chapter, Triple Am itie,
” founded by Joseph

Cerneau , in N ew York . It became extinct in 1 80 7, at which tim e
the Sovereign Grand Consistory took its place.

The Prim itive R ite united with the Grand O rient.

O n the l oth July, the Count de Grasse resigned as Grand Comman

der of the Suprem e Counci l of F rance, in favor of Prince Cam baceres,
who, also, accepted the Grand Mastership of all the bodies which had
becom e severed from the Grand O rient , thus becom ing Chief of

all the system s practiced in F rance. He was Grand Comm ander of

the Suprem e Council of F rance, Honorary Grand Master of the R ite

ofH erodim of K i lwinning, sitting at Rouen, in 1 807 . Grahd Master

of the Prim itive R ite in 1 808. Grand Mas ter of the R ite of Benefi~

cent K nights of the Holy City, Rectified R egime, a t itle offered him

by the D irectory of Auvergne. Grand Master of the R egime of the

Directory of Septim anee at Montpelier in 1 80 9 , and Honorary Grand

Master of all the Masonic bodies that was '

of any importance.

Ju ly l t . P ierre le Barbier P lessis, created a Sovereign Grand In
spector General Thirty-third degree, and Deputy, residing at Philadel

phia .

June 1 9th, John Jam es Joseph Gourgas initiated an Entered Ap

prentice M ason in Lodge L’

Union F rancais. June 6th . The Grand

Lodge form ed for the State of Delaware .

The Sovereign Grand Consistory of the Ancient Constitutiona l Scot

tish R ite of Heredom ,

”
was established at N ew York for the United

States of Am erica , her Territories and Dependencies, in the month of

O ctober, by Joseph Cerneau .

O ctober 1 4th. John Gabriel Tardy initiated to the Sublim e Prince
of the Royal Secret, by P ierre le Barbiere P lessis, in Philadelphia ,

and appointed Deputy Inspector General by him .

July 1 2 th. The Grand O rient of F rance afiiliated with, and entered

into correspondence with the Grand O rient of I taly.

N ovem ber 3d. A braham Jacobs, having initiated N ineteen

brethren, constituted them a Council of Princes of Jerusalem , and a

Sublim e Lodge of Perfection. They were afterwards taken in charge

by Gourgas and Tardy.

Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix, Triple A lliance, es tablished by
Sovereign Grand Consistory.
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O n the 1 1 th of June, the Suprem e Council of F rance established the
Suprem e Council at N aples .

In the m onth of March, the adherents of Gourgas established a Con

sistory of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret, but it ceased its

existence by the end of the year.

In the m onth of N ovem ber, John Gabriel Tardy, Deputy Inspector
General , prom oted A braham Jacobs to K .H . and Prince of the Royal

Secret. O n the 2 4th inst., Tardy issued his Patent , and Jacobs he
cam e a m em ber of the Gourgas Consistory.

F eb. 1 5th. Application m ade to the Suprem e Council of F rance by
the Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United States of Am erica , for

acknowledgm ent, &c . Joseph Cerneau founded the Council of Roya l

and Select Masters ,

The Suprem e Council of F rance established the Suprem e Council of
Spain at Madrid, July 4th.

A bout this period the Sovereign Grand Consistory chartered Colum
bian Encam pm ent of K nights Templar, N ew York city, reformed
work. Jan. 8th . The Grand Lodge for the District of Colum bia
formed.

The Suprem e Council of F rance acknowledges the Sovereign Grand
Consistory at N ew York , and enters into correspondence with the
sam e. F eb . 1 3th, 1 81 3 . The Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third
degree for America , founded at Paris by Masons who had received the
Thirty-third degree in Am erica .

F irst Edict issued by the Sovereign Grand Consistory of the United

States of Am erica. July 1 1 th. The Grand Lodge for the State of
Louisiana form ed.

CoreSpondence comm enced with Suprem e Council of F rance , under the

tit le of Sovereign Grand Consistory of the Tr inity,
” N ew York .

Em anuel De La Motta arrives in N ew York from Charleston, consti

tu tes a Suprem e Council of the Thirty-third deg ree on his own

responsibility, expels Joseph Cerneau , his abettors, and followers,

publishes his acts in the papers , and returns to Charleston.

January 2 3d . The Consistory for the State of Rhode I sland founded

by the Sovereign Grand Consistory, also the Encampm ent of K nights

Templar, A ccepted or Reform ed rite, located at N ewport.

June. The Consistory for the State of Louisiana founded in N ew

O rleans by the Sovereign Grand Consistory. The Union of the two

Grand Lodges in England (Ancients and Modem s .) They, when united,
adopt the

“ Holy Royal Arch as the fourth degree of Masonry .

Decem ber. The Grand Lodge for the State of Tennessee form ed.

June 2 4th . The Grand O rient of F rance decreed That
,
by virtue
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July 3l st . The Grand O rient of F rance claims, That in 1 804 some

Masons who had returned from Am erica , or fled from our Colonies,
brought back to Paris the degrees ,

”
which the same O rient had sent

thither in 1 761 , by the intervention of Stephen Morin and that those

degrees had not left F rance, but the Grand Council, established
in the bosom of the N ational Grand Lodge, after it the General

Grand Chapter of F rance, and after 1 787, the Metropolitan Sovereign
Chapter of the Grand O rient of F rance, always posses sed them .

"

The Suprem e Council of F rance , which had been inactive since 1 814,

resum es its labors , and unites with the remains of the Supreme

Council for Am erica ,

”
which had also been inactive .

Joseph Cerneau withdraws from active duties as Grand Commander

of the Suprem e Council and Sovereign Grand Consistory, and

takes the title of Honorary.

" He is succeeded by Hon. John W .

Mu lligan as Grand Comm ander.

The controversy at Charles ton, South Carol ina, between P . Java in

Representat ive of the Sovere ign Grand Consistory, and JosephM cCosh,

concerning the Sublim e degrees , was at its height .

The Suprem e Council of Charles ton, which had been inac tive since

1 81 3 , now began to revive. I t received a sm all addit ion to its num

bers, which before were “

five. Grand Lodges were form ed for the

States of Alabam a and M issouri.

Joseph McCosh iss ues his Pam phlet , ent itled
“ Documents on Sublim e

Masonry,

”
conta ining the expu lsion of Joseph Cerneau , his abettors ,

and followers, the reply of the Sovereign Grand Consistory , the

Replicat ion
”

by De La Motta , the controversy wi th P . Javain , and

cOpious rem arks , notes , and em endat ions , by Em anue l De La Motta ;

also a copy of the Charleston docum ent of 1 80 2 , in which the Schedule
of the degrees appears for the F IR ST TIME in a correct form , m aking
K adosch the 3oth, and putting in the 2 9th and 31 st according to

the Statutes .

The Charleston Council revives , and Joseph McCosh receives his
degree of Sovereign Grand Inspector Genera l Thirty-third , becom es a

m ember, and fills the office of Secretary General .
Brother Seth Driggs appointed Depu ty Inspector General for the

island of Trinidad, and establishes a Consistory at Port of Spain .

The Lodge of Perfection at Al bany, which had been dorm ant for

m any years , was revived by Giles F onda Yates, and a Grand Council
of Prince s of Jerusalem established there ; also Lodges of Perfection
in the Counties of Montgom ery, O nondaga, Saratoga, and Monroe ,

under warrants of Constitution for said Counci l .
The Sovereign Consistory issues an Edict denouncing the Charleston
body.
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Hon. John W . Mulligan retires from the offi ce of Sovereign Grand
Comm ander, and is succeeded by the Hon. Dewitt Cl inton. June.
A split takes place in the Grand Lodge of the State of N ew York,
two Grand Lodges are formed , viz., City and Country.

N ov. l 6th. Giles F onda Yates establishes in A lbany a Grand Con

sistory, and is appointed S . of S . to the body. I t becomes obedient to
the Supreme Counci l of Charleston and J . J . J. Gourgas.

The Marquis de Lafayette arrives in N ew York, and is exalted in
Masonry.

N ov . 2 2 d. The Chapter of Rose Croix, under the title of Lafayo

ette,
”
chartered.

The degree of Aaron
’
s band conferred in N ew York by power

from the Sovereign Grand Consistory, but soon becam e extinct.

Marquis de Lafayette m ade a Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Thirty-third , by Sovereign Grand Consistory. R ichard S . Spofl

'

ord, M .

D . , created a Sovereign Grand Inspector General Thirty-third, and

appointed as Deputy Inspector General for the State ofMassachusetts.

John P . Schisano appointed Deputy Inspector General for the State
ofV irginia, residing at N orfolk.

F eb. 1 3th . Edward A . Raymond , and Eight A ssociates, residing in

Boston, Mass., receive a Charter from the Council of Princes of Jeru
salem , at A lbany, constituting them a Grand Council of Princes of
Jerusalem also a Charter from the Consistory at A lbany, consti
tuting them a Consistory of Sublim e Princes of the Royal Secret.
Giles F onda Yates created a Sovere ign Grand Inspector General by

the hands of I llustrious Brother Joseph McCosh.

Abraham Jacobs initiated Thirty-five persons into all the Sublim e
degrees.

Jacob De La Motta , the son of Em anuel , m ade a Sovereign Grand
Inspector General Thirty-third, and becom es a m em ber of the Supreme
Council at Charleston ; also A lexander McDonald, Horat io G. Street,

and Moses Holbrook .

N ov. 3d . David Jewett, O fficer in Brazilian N avy, appointed Espre
sentative by the Sovereign Grand Consistory for theBrazilian Empire,
with Patent and Consistorial powers. June 2 8th. Grand Lodge of

M ich igan formed .

The Anti-Masonic excitement comm ences, and all Masonic labors are

suspended. N ov . 2 8th. The Sovereign Grand Consistory dissolves
and is brought to an end. Elias Hicks was Deputy Grand Comman
der. Un ion of the two Grand Lodges in the State of N ew York.

F eb . Hon. Dewitt Clinton died at his residence in A lbany.
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March. Elias Hicks becom es Grand Com m ander of the Sovereign
Grand Consistory.

The Suprem e Council of Charleston , and J. J . J. Gourgas, under the

title of Suprem e Council for Am erica , is acknowledged by the

Grand O rient of F rance , appear in the Annuary of the Grand O rient
the next year. The Grand Lodge of the State of N ew York num

bered over five hundred working Lodges , wh ich were in a state of

great prosperity up to this tim e. But owing to the Morgan excite
ment, which comm enced in the early part of the preceding year, four
hundred and twenty

-eight Lodges surrendered their Charters and pro
perties to the Grand Lodge , and cam e to an end. Seventy-two Lodges
retained their Charters and refused to give them up. A bout one

third of these Lodges , which retained their Charters, were locate d in
the city of N ew York , the rem ainder scattering throughout the State .

Those in the city, and sam e in the_country, m anaged to hold occasional

m eetings and to do som e work ,— at least suflicieut to answer the con

stitutional requ irem ents— while som e few as St . John’
s N o. 1 , Germ an

Union ,
Mariners , N aval , and L ’

Union F rancais— kept along and m ain

tained their organization perfectly. The sam e m ay be said of York ,
Mystic , Benevolent, S ilentia , and Trinity, (then a Germ an Lodge .)
F or a m ore particular account , see Appendix, Docum ent N o. 46.

including a list of m ost of the Lodges in the city, and som e in other

parts of the State.

The Grand Lodge for the State of F lorida form ed .

The United Sup rem e Cou ncil for the Western Hem isphere, Elias

H icks, M . P Sovereign Grand Comm ander, is establ ished as the suc
cessor of the Sovereign Grand Consistory by Count St . Laurent . It

was com posed of the m em bers of the Sovereign Grand Consistory.

They adopt the prescriptions of 1 786, proclaim a declaration of their

principles, which are a perfect independence of the rite— aud Tolera

tion.

” I t was publ ished in the mouth of April , together with a circu

lar, calling to it all the Masons of Am erica of the Exalted degrees
and it entered into a treaty of Union with the Supreme Council of

F rance, Suprem e Council of Brussels (Belgium ,)and the Grand O rient
and Suprem e Counci l of Brazil , dated A pril 5th,1 83 2 . It was com

posed of sixteen articles.

The Marqu is de Lafayette was the Representative to the Supreme

Council of F rance.

Concordat entered into between the Grand Lodge of Lou isiana and

the Grand Consistory of that State , by which the Consistory relin

quishes its rule over the Sym bolic degrees, and the Grand Lodge

establishes a Chamber in its bosom for the adm inistration of the

Ancient and A ccepted Scottish rite. The Coun t St . Laurent returns
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The Supreme Council of Lou isiana resumes its rule over the first
three degrees. Union of the Grand Lodge of the State ofN ew York

(W illard,)with St. John
’
s Grand Lodge.

The new Council of Gourgas was rem oved to Boston, Mass ., from N ew

York city. Gourgas res igned, and Giles F onda Yates appointed

Grand Comm ander. In Septem ber , Yates resigned, and Edward A

Raym ond becomes Grand Com m ander.

A Sublim e Grand Lodge of Perfection, and Grand Council of Princes
of Jerusalem for W estern and Eas tern N ew York were chartered by
the Suprem e Council.

The Suprem e Council of N ew York re-organized under Brother

Jeremy L. Cross.

Albert G. Mackey forms a Consistory in N ew O rleans.

Brother Jeremy L. Cross resigns, the Council re organized under H .

C . A twood, Grand Comm ander , and treaty of A lliance form ed with

Suprem e Council of Louis iana.

Jam es F oulhouze, F . W harton Collins, John Baptiste F aget, J. J .

E. M assicott , resign their offices and membership in the Suprem e

Council of Louisiana .

The Supreme Council of N ew York acknowledged by Suprem e

Grand Counc il ofN ew Grenada .

Grand Lodges formed in the States of O regon and Minnesota . Split

in the Grand Lodge, N ew York. St. John’
s Grand Lodge revived .

Concordat between the Suprem e Council of Charleston and the N ew

O rleans Consistories .

The Supreme Council ofLouis iana revived by its old mem bers.

The Suprem e Council of N ew York acknowledged by Supreme

Council ofBelgium .

Sept. 1 3th. Grand Lodge for the State of Nebraska form ed .

The Suprem e Council of Connecticut established. Edward W .

A twood Grand Comm ander. The Grand O rient of F rance acknow
ledges the Supreme Council of Charleston, South Carolina. Grand

Lodge for the State of California formed. Union of the W i llard and

Phillips
’

Grand Lodge.

Sept . Henry C. Atwood died. Edmund B. Hays succeeds him as

Grand Commander. Suprem e Council established in Cal ifornia,
Jam es C. L. W adsworth Grand Commander. Split in the Gourga s

Suprem e Council at Boston, two Suprem e Councils organized.

Edward A . Raymond deposed by the Boston Council , and K i ll ian
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Van Rensselaer becom es Grand Commander. Mr. Raym ond estab
lishes a Council ofhis own, m aking two Counci ls in the city ofBoston .

Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret established in N ew

Jersey, January 2 3d, located at Trenton, N ew Jersey . Jan. 1 7th.

John W . Mu lligan died. May. I llustrious Brother Henri Billiet

died. A Sovereign Grand Consistory for the State of Massachusetts

constituted in Boston by the Suprem e Grand Council of the United

States of America.

Each of the Suprem e Councils publish Edicts expel ling each other
thus Raym ond and Robinson are expelled by Van Rensselaer Co.

and Van R ensselaer Co. are expelled by Raymond Co.



C H A P T E R T W E L F T H .

C O N C L U S IO N .

THE Author
’
s opinions.— Explanation of P late 2 and 3.

—Rem arks concerning
the accom panim ents to the progress of the new degrees

— The evils growing
out ofthem — Their causes — How theym ay be rem edied — Rem arks addressed
to the F raternity.

HAVING brought the history to a close , it is now proper to
offer som e rem arks concerning m any things therew ith con

nected , partly in the way of recapitulation , and partly in the
way of deductions , naturally growing ou t of it, which , had they
been em bodied in the history itself, m ight justly have been con

sidered out of place . And it is to be sincerely hoped that the
reader wi ll recei ve in good part the rem arks that m ay be

offered , especially when the author profiers to him the assur
ance that he is not actuated by any selfish or im proper m otive
in tendering them for his acceptance .

As far as he is able to say ,
the history is a faithful one . I t

assum es to gi ve a statem ent of sim ple facts as they have cc

curred during the period of tim e which it em braces— those
s tatem ents being fully corroborated by the docum ents con

tained in the work . And it has been his purpose to avoid all

partizan feelings, however m uch there m ay seem to be any favor
m anifested toward any particular party . I f he has failed
in carrying out these feelings in the history ,

it has been the

fault of the testim ony of the
“
docum ents .

”
Individual ly, he

d isclaim s any partiality for either of the parties , having long
since withdrawn his connection w ith the High Degrees .

”

His views upon the subject of Masonry do not accord with
those which are general ly received am ong the F raterni ty, as it
regards these high degrees . I t has been w ith him a m atter of

long and patient exam ination , and he has com e to the conclu
sion ,

that all that ever has been
,
or is now

,
known as pure

AncientMasonrv . is contained in three degrees , vi z the Entered
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by charter from the Grand Lodge of Eng land . In 1 743, it
assum es the nam e of the “

English Grand Lodge, but in 1 756

styles itself
“
the Grand Lodge of the K ingdom ,

” hav ing , by
that tim e, becom e independent of any other power . In 1 773

a spl it occurred , the Grand Lodge continuing i ts course, and
the separating portion of the body form ing the Grand Orient,

’

which worked as a riva l to the Grand Lodge. Thi s continued
unti l 1 799 , when a union of these two bodies took place, after
which tim e the united body was known as the Grand O rient

of F rance.

” This body has controled the first three degrees
ofMasonry from 1 736 down to the present tim e.

W e hear nothing in Masonry of R ites ”
or new degrees

unti l the year 1 730 . I t was about this tim e that Ram say, the
Scotsm an, invented three new degrees, which he called the
Ecossais , the N ovice , and the K night of the Temple. To dis
tinguish these degrees from the three then practiced

,
he gave

them the nam e of the
“
Prim itive Scottish Rite.

” These new

degrees were added to the first three by the Grand Lodge in
1 736 . And here m ay be dated the beg inning of all the addi
tions, improvem ents and innovations, which have since taken
place in the great but sim p le system of Ancient Masonry,
together with the birthplace of the word R ite.

”

The work of invention was now carr ied rapidly forward .

The degrees of K adosch and the Rose Croix were invented in
1 742 , and from the handy work of R am say cam e the

“
Holy

Royal fl rch about this tim e , which was im por ted from F rance
to England , there adopted by the fl ncients ,

”
but rejected by

the M odem s .

” In 1 752 it was grafted upon the system of

Ancient Masonry as the fourth degree , and from thence cam e

to our own land.

By the year 1 752 . at which tim e the invention of new degrees
had been carried to a great length in F rance, we find a new

system cal led the Sovereign Chap ter Sublim e Scotch M other

Lodge, &c,
” practicing the three degrees with the new addi

tions, and continuing as a rival to the Grand Lodge. Lacorne
was at the head of this affair , and as the Grand Lodge refused
to recognize him , or those who were m ade under him

, he estab
lished a Grand Lodge of his own , called the Lacorne Grand



CON CLUSION . 32 7

Lodge. I t continued its operations about one year , when the
d ifficulties being settled, it united with the Grand Lodge in
1 76 2 , and the Sublim e Scotch M other Lodge united with the
sam e soon after .

In 1 754 arose the Chapter of Clerm ont, which , in 1 758
becam e the Chapter of the Em perors of the East and West,

com pr i sing in its schedule a list of Twenty-five degrees . As
this new system em braced the first three degrees and practiced
them , it becam e a rival to the Grand Lodge— they quarrel led ,
and rem ained for twenty years at variance with each other .

In 1 76 2 the m em bers of this new Chapter quarrelled am ong

them selves . A spli t occurred , out of which cam e the Council

of K nights of the East.
” These two bodies m oved down

together si de by side. In 1 780 the form er body had assum ed
the nam e of Sovereign Grand Lodge of F rance, and in 1 785 the
two bodies united , form ing the “ General Grand Chap ter of
F rance .

” This Genera l Grand Chapter united with the Grand
O r ient in 1 786
In 1 747 the Chap ter of fi rm s , or Ecossais Jacobi te, was

e stablished , containing the degree of Rose Croix, with the

other new degrees . This also continued down to 1 780 , when
i t took the nam e of Rose Croix Chap ter of fl rras .

’
In 1 80 1

i t united wi th the Grand O r ient.
In 1 780 , the Pr im itive R ite of N arbonne, beginning w ith

the Entered Appren tice , and ending w ith the Rose Croix , took
i ts ri se

,
bu t finally uni ted w ith the Grand O rient in 1 806 .

The rem ainder of the rites
”
there delineated

,
with others

which are no t m entioned , finally becam e extinct, or run out.

W hile this Plate g ives a view of these different em bellish
m ents of the first three degrees ofMasonry, which , eventually ,

becam e the property of the Grand O rient of F rance , Plate No.

3 g ives a v iew of the em bel lishm ents of a particular rite, known
as the

“
Rite of Perfection

”
in twenty-five degrees , em anating

from the Council of the Em perors of the East and West , and

brought to this country by the hands of Morin and his succes
sors . This rite was built up by taking the first three degrees
a s a basis , and by d ividing the third or Masters degree into
several par ts , out of which parts they have m anufactured
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degrees , they have constructed them in such a manner that the
third or Masters degree, extends to the Twelfth of their sys

tem ,
then by adding on Ram say

’
s Royal Arch , they form two

m ore, reaching to the F ourteenth . The rem aining degrees are
m ostly m ade up of m atters connected with Chivalry and the

Crusades—with the exception of the F ifteenth and Sixteenth :
which are now synonymous with the first degree of the Tem
plar system of our own land .

The P late delineates these em bellishm ents down to the year
1 80 1 , beginning with Ram say

’
s additions in 1 736— then exhib

iting the rite as form ed in 1 758 in twenty-five degrees— then
the result of the m eeting of the Comm issioners of Paris and

Bordeaux, in adopting these twenty-five degrees —next the li st
of degrees as transm itted by Stephen Morin— finally arriving
in Charleston in 1 783— after which our own countrym en
renewed their m anufacturing O perations , and added five entire
new degrees to the system ,

also dividing the Prince of the

Royal Secret into three degrees— thus m aking the number
thirty-three instead of twenty-five , to which they attach the

nam e of the
“ fi ncient and fl ccepted R ite.

”

(See Schedule o f
“
degrees conferred by the Charleston Council in This
schedule i s fol lowed by the system of the Grand O r ient of

F rance , adopted in the year 1 805, and concluded by an exhibi t
of the system practiced by the Consistory of Cerneau in 1 807,
derived from ,

and precisely the sam e as, the Grand O rient of
F rance .

This is the condition in which the first three degree s of

Masonry are presented to us in the present day. And in order
to m ake them the more enticing they have called them the
“ Sublim e.

” Attaching the nam e of Sym bolic to the three
degress of Ancient Masonry, they declare the Sublim e degrees
to be their exponents or interpreters— that without receiving
these thirty new em bellishm ents the Master Mason i s yet in
blindness, and knows nothing of the ceremonies through whi ch
he has passed.

Bu t—this i s not true. The first three degrees are not

Symbolic degrees in the sense in which they m ake use of

that term—nor are the Sublim e degrees their exponents or
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We have seen that there was at that tim e a regular Grand
Lodge in existence— established there by charter from Eng land ,
in the symbolic degrees , between which, and the followers of
Ram say’s system ,

a quarrel arose , the Grand Lodge disowning
them except as Apprentices and F el low Crafts . In 1 740 to

1 744, Disorders of every kind invaded Masonry— charters
becam e m erchandise— new degrees swarm ed like fiies —Bestau
rateurs bought Masterships for life— and everybody sold
degrees. As we pass along , step by step , we find in our pro

gress, new degrees starting into be ing . The years 1 752 , 1 754,
1 757, 1 758, were noted for these new im provem ents. A t that
tim e the difi

'

erent M asonic powers,
” which were altogether

assum ed, cam e into collision , and one of them becam e a rival

to the other . All this tim e the Grand Lodge worked the three
sym bolic degrees only, and had d iscarded everything else that
was called Masonry ; while the Council of the Emperors of the
East and West ”

worked the Twenty-five degrees of the R ite of

Perfection , or Heredom , including the sam e Sym bolic degrees ,

which were governed by a Scottish Symbolic Grand Lodge
under that Council . Each publicly denounced the other

, and

soon the rival to the old Grand Lodge fell to p ieces by inter
nal dissensions. I t branched off itself into two bodies, which
becam e ram pant rivals to each other

,
and finally, after great

discord and trouble , the whole were m erged into the Grand
O r ient, by Concordat, in 1 772 . That body being weary of

strife , and desirous of system atizing the work of the Lodges,
revised the degrees, form ed a system , and in 1 786 reported
four degrees as the standard , which becam e the

“ M odern

F rench R ite,
” is known as such all over the world, and i s

worked up to the present day ,
in the form in which it cam e

from their hands. I t em braces the substance of the R ite of

Perfection up to the Eighteenth , or Rose Croix degree. (Sec
Plate 3 ,
Bu t as soon as this took place, dissensions began again,

bodies again becam e independent and worked as rivals
, and i t

was not until 1 799 , at the Un ion of the Grand Lodge of F rance
with the Grand O rient— W hich before had united with the
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Grand Chapter General of F rance, that Peace was restored to
Masonry in that land .

But this peace was not of long continuance for in the month

of Septem ber , 1 804, a new cause of vexation arose, in the ap

pearance of the person of the Count de Grasse, who established
in

‘

Paris a new rite in Thirty-three degrees , under the title of
“ Ancient and Accepted ,” as a riva l to the Grand O rient.
That body , seeing the difficulties in prospect, and warned by
the experience of the past, entered into a Concordat wi th the
Suprem e Council of De Grasse

,
in the m onth of Decem ber of

the sam e year . By this m easure they hoped to restore har
m ony again , but in 1 80 5 the two bodies had again separated ,
a fierce quarrel arose , and continued up to the year 1 841 , a

per iod of Thirty or Thirty-five years . I t was happily ended
at this tim e , bu t has left behind it bitter m em entos

,
and

rem em brances
,
which tim e alone can heal .

If w e follow the successors of Morin to this country, we
shall discover the sam e accom panim ents in their track . No

sooner had they proclaim ed the Suprem e Counci l in Charles
ton , South Carolina, in 1 80 1

,
than the Grand Lodge of that

Sta te , v iewing them as a rival power , called upon them
, re

questing to know by what authority they presum ed to work
and a severe contest would have ensued , had not the Suprem e
Council waived their right of control over the three Sym bolic
degrees . Although a quarrel was avoided in Char leston

, yet

the opportunitv soon presented itself for a system atic and long
con tinued one in New York ci ty , in the person of Joseph
Cerneau , who had es tablished a Sovereign Grand Consistory
of the R i te of Perfection there in 1 807, and a Suprem e Coun
cil in 1 81 1 — which was considered a ri val , and, therefore ,

should be put ou t of the way . The quarrel was according ly
begun in the year 1 81 3 , by the notorious Em anuel De La

Motta , it has continued w ith unabated m aligni ty , is in li vely
exercise at the present day , and wi ll probably be continued as

long as the present organizations last .
And if we pass to New O rleans, Louisiana , we shal l find the

sam e accom panim ents there . The quarrel com m enced there in
1 850 , the particulars of which it is not necessary here to repeat.
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I t is quite sufficient for us to say, that as in form er instances.
the trouble began in the Grand Lodge of Louisiana ,

which
being adjusted , was com m enced again by the sam e body ,

which
in the first instance , originated it that two rival bodies in the
Ancient and Accepted rite now exist in that State , one of the

r i val bodies taking into its own hands the control of the three
Sym bolic degrees , which act has re produced the quarrel w ith
the Grand Lodge , which continues now,

and wi ll continue , as
long as that course is persisted in by the Suprem e Counci l of
N ew O rleans , Louisiana .

There are
,
also ,

Three ri val bodies existing in New York .

This has long been the case , and all are laying the foundation
for a long-continued controversy ,

by the establi shm ent of sub

ordinate bodies, wherever the opportunity m ay occur . This
m ust be the result , as long as these three bodies exist in their
distinct form .

This , then,
is one of the phases which the propagation and

practice of “
new degrees, under the nam e ofMasonry, presents

not only to the Masonic , but to the whole world . A con

tinned scene of quarrels and str ife wherein every species of

abuse and slander
,
have been resorted to

,
personal feelings

have been disregarded , character injured , and bitter
,
long

enduring anim osities engendered , which have torn asunder
every fraternal tie, and g iven the appearance to the world of

the Masonic institution ,
as a comm on hot-bed for hatred and

d ispute .

The foundation ,
the very corner-stone of the institution i s

F raternal Love.

”
I t is the cem ent which holds the building

together , uni tes it into one comm on m ass . This doctr ine is
em blazoned on the very portals of every Masonic tem ple

, and

trum petted forth by every m em ber of the O rder , wherever he
m ay be found . I t is

,
therefore , not a lie

,
when it i s u ttered

here . And the very fact that F raternal love is a stranger in

these tem ples of the new degrees , should be a sign that Masonry
is not there , and a warning

”
to the passing traveller that a

nuisance is near . Let him choose his habitation in som e other
place .

fl gain . The whole proceeding s of Stephen Morin and his
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instrum ent it is quite unnecessary to repeat the epithets
bestowed upon persons gui lty O f this breach of covenant .
I s it so in any case , with the Masonry, and the degrees, of

which we have attem pted to g i ve a history " I t is true that
Stephen Mor in had proper authority for conferring the degrees ,
bu t it was for a special object, viz . , the establishm ent of a

Lodge . And if he had followed up this course he would not

have laid him self O pen to censure . This he did not do, but on
the contrary , he kept the power delegated to him ,

and used it
for his own pri vate purposes. He conferred the degrees on

F rancken ,
F rancken conferred them on Hays, Hays conferred

them on I saac Da Costa , Joseph Myers , Solom on Bush , and
Barend M . Spi tzer . Cohen conferred them on Hym an I saac

Long ,
and Long conferred them on De la Hogue and De

Grasse . Thus John Mitchell
,
F rederick Dalcho

,
Em anuel De

la Motta , Abraham Jacobs, J. J. J. Gourgas , and a large num

b er of persons, at various tim es , have receiv ed these degrees .

Now
,
it w ill be recollected

,
that to all these persons , and

m any m ore , a Patent was gi ven ,
signed by the persons con

ferring the degrees, and authorizing him to go and do likewise.

”

A s each O f these persons were appointed for a State— thus
F rancken for Jam aica and the Bri tish Leeward i slands

,
Col .

Provost for the W indward islands and the British arm y ,
Da

Costa ior the State of South Carolina , Solom on Bush for the

State O f Pennsylvania , Hays for Massachusetts , Spitzer for

Georgia , F orst for Virg inia ,
and a large num ber O f others ;

these In their turn , appointed others , and in the course of tim e ,
these persons had initiated m any,

to all of whom they-had
g iven like powers.

Now
,
we do not find a sing le subordinate body established

by Morin’
s successor s , unti l F eb . 1 788, at which period they

pretended to establish a Grand Counci l of Princes of Jeru
salem at Charleston ,

and , subsequently, a Grand Counci l of

Sublim e Princes of. the Royal Secret. A Lodge of Perfection
was established by F rancken at Albany , New York . The date

of the seal is 1 767, bu t this is no criterion to go by , as each
Inspector has his own seal , hearing da te at the tim e he received
his , so-called com m ission. And as this is the date ofF rancken ’

s



CON CLUSION , 335

appointm ent at K ingston, Jam aica, we are inclined to think
that, although this Lodge was establi shed m any years sabse

quent to that period , yet it here that date from F rancken
’
s

seal .
But none of these thing s am ount to anything , so far as i t

concerns the conferring of degrees , as we find Abraham Jacobs
in Savannah

,
Georgia , in 1 796 , and continuing until 1 80 1 , con

ferring the degrees, whenever and wherever , he could get the
opportunity , in the face of the Charleston body and in the face

O f the Inspector appointed for that State we find De la Motta

engaged in the sam e work we find Jacobs in the city of New

York in 1 804, pursuing the sam e business
,
which he continued

up to 1 840 , in the face O f all the bodies, even O f the one in

which he pretended to be a m em ber , with numb ers of others in
different parts of the land

,
up to the present tim e . In fact

,
the

m ost of those who hav e received the degrees previous to 1 830 ,
south of Mason and D ixon’

s line
,
have received them in this

way, viz ., from individuals
,
acting under what they term a

Patent.
”
The Suprem e Counci l of Charleston still retains in

her Constitutions this individual power . (See Articles 2 0 , 2 1 ,
and John Barker , Cushm an , and various other person
ages , and last O f all

, the Rev . Mr . W alker in Chicago, all of

whom had this power , conferred the degrees on num erous per
sons and bodies of m en .

I t is true there are bodies now working these degrees, which
derive,

”
and m ay be considered legal , all of which is well .

But , unfortunately ,
it i s the case , that there are m any still

l iving who feel that they have a right , under their power
,
to

confer these degrees , in the face of any legal body . Hence ,

when a dissension or trouble takes place in a Council , Con~

sistory, or Chapter of this system , the comm on result of which
,

i s either a wi thdrawal or an expulsion
,
the party separating

goes on the sam e as before . He finds custom ers
,
confers the

degrees , establishes a body , becom es a rival to the body from
which he has withdrawn , or has been cut off

,
each denounces

the o ther to the world , and so the war beg ins . Such has been
the case during the present year . Brother Raym ond was

deposed by the Suprem e Council of Boston as Grand Comm an
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der . He claim ed the power , inherent in him self, and at once

initiated m em bers, raised up a body by the side of the one he
had been deposed from , as a r ival , their m utual denunciations
have already comm enced, and where it will end no one yet

knows. And this is not only the case now,
but will continue

to be the case, as long as these degrees, and this system , are

countenanced by the F raternity .

Num erous instances of the kind have occurred, and are

occurring every day . Take the proof O f the truth of thi s
statem ent from the exploit O f De la Motta ,

in New York city,
in 1 81 3 , in the face O f the Suprem e Grand Counci l then in
existence and declared to be legal by the acknowledgm ent of
the Suprem e Council of F ran ce. GO to New O rleans , and
witness the exploit of Dr . Albert G. Mackey, the Secretary
General O f the Suprem e Council of Charleston , in constituting
a Consi story in an upper cham ber of that city, (New O rleans,)
in the face of a Suprem e Council there, which had been in exis
tence Thirteen years , was acknowledged by the Grand O rient
of F rance , and was known the world over , as a legal power .

Many other instances m ight be adduced , but this i s enough to
prove the truth of all that has been said concerning the

illegality of the proceedings of all these bodies .
These are som e O f the effects , growing out of the encourage

m ent, and patronage, given by the brethren, to the
“
new or

high degrees .

” W e m ight say here, that the brother who pays
his m oney for such com m odities , gets but a poor return for his
investm ent—that he who spends his time in m aking him self
proficient in the science which this svs tem teaches , learns
som ething else than what his labors have enti tled him to, and

if perchance , in his m istaken view of the m atter , he should feel
him self called upon to speak in praise of such a system ,

his
hearers can ,

with truth , point the finger at occurrences and

scenes , like those narrated above, and rem ind him that
Truth is a sterling virtue , and above all price.

”

fl gain. The unceasing strife in this country concerning
what is called Regularity ,

” which has been the starting
point of contention from the beginning , and continues so up to
the present day .
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Grand Consistory. In 1 82 2 the acknowledgm entwas renewed.

Now,
as it regards regularity, according to Masonic law,

Cerneau was regular.

The Char leston Council , after hav ing begun , died out, and

did not revive aga in unti l 1 82 1 , when it began-to look up , and

by the year 1 830 , after the Consistory had ceased , from the

causes which have been fully explained in the hi story, it oh

tained the acknowledgm ent of the Grand O rient of F rance.

This m ade that body regular .

Bu t m any changes have since occurred. The United Suprem e
Council for the W estern Hem isphere, a continuation O f the

Cerneau Consi story, was established in 1 832 , and was in treaty

O f a lliance with the Suprem e Council O f F rance, also of Bel

g ium ,
also O f Brazil, continuing un ti l 1 846. The Suprem e

Council of Louisiana was established in New O rleans in 1 839 ,
and was acknowledged bv the Grand O rient of F rance in 1 843.

The Gourgas Counci l was also acknowledged in com pany
wi th the Charleston Counci l , although it had been ou t of exist

ence at that time for Twelve years . Gourgas, however , was
l i v ing , and he says he com posed the Counci l .
And what i s now the existing state of things. Listen. W e

have a Suprem e Grand Council in Charleston , South Carolina
a Suprem e Counci l of the Thirty-third in New O r leans, Loui
siana

,
and a Sovereign Grand Consistory, Thirty-second

deg ree , sam e rite, under authorized Deputies from Charleston,
which m akes two rival bodies there a Suprem e Counci l of the
Thirty-third degree in New York , claim ing to be a continuance
O f the Un ited Suprem e Counci l of the W estern Hem isphere,
also a Sovereign Grand Consistory, Thirty-second degree ,
Van R ensselaer, and a Sovereign Grand Consistory

,
Thirty

second degree , Raym ond body a Suprem e Council of the

Thirty-third degree , Connecticut two Suprem e Counci ls in the
c ity of Boston— the one a rival to the other— and a Sovereign
Grand Consistory, Thirty-second degree, from the Suprem e
Counci l at New York , which wi ll be a rival to both bodies.

W ho wi ll not al low that the new
, inef able , sublim e and philo

sophical
” degrees . are in a fair way for notoriety " And who

can tell us “
which one,

”
or

“
how m any of these Sub lim e
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bodies are the real Sim on Pure, in the general es tim ation and

belief of the F raternity " W e acknowledge it a puzzler .

The Charleston body has occupied m uch of its time in de

nouncing the New York body ,
the Gourgas body uses every

opportunity to do the sam e thing , the Boston bodies are fol

low ing in the sam e track
,
and pretty soon

,
if the work pro

g resses , there w ill be nothing heard of this system bu t

billingsgate , the standing comm odi ty in which they deal . But

thus the strife goes on ,
and whoever m ay fee l inclined to ven

ture in taking these degrees , w il l have to do so upon all the

uncertainty which attend the proceedings O f these bodies . N 0

one O f these bodies can be cal led fu lly regular , because there
are por tions O f the Masonic wor ld in which they are repudiated

neither can any one O f these bodies be called irregu lar , because
there are por tions of the Masonic world in which they are

recognized and acknowledged .

fl gain . The arrogant assum ption of power which this sys
tem authorises the D ignitaries

”
of the O rder to take upon

them selves .
R ead over the list : Most Puissant and Thrice I llustrious

Brother ; Sovereign Grand Inspector General Mos t Sublim e
K night and Valiant Prince Thrice Equi tab le

,
&c . All these

t itles sound very well within the walls O f a Lodg e , or am ong

the assem blies of the brethren . There these things are under

stood . But when any O f these titles appear in the public prints,
or are attached to docum ents which are circulated in the world ,

the effect i s soon told . They m ay m ake the vu lgar stare,
”

bu t with the sensible and r ight feeling Mason , or m an of the

world , their appearance wi ll excite , only derision and con

tem pt.
And it would scarcely be im agined , that these high sounding

titles, and em pty nam es , so inflate the possessor , that he
believes him self to be, in reality ,

the veritable article which
the sound im ports . He is a Sov ereign, Thrice I llustrious,
Most Puissant , Most Powerful , a Valiant Prince , Inefiable and

Sublim e , not only am ong his fellows , bu t in all the Masonic
bodies to which he can gain adm ittance .

Take the exam ple O f De la Motta , an O bscure adventurer .
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Read the docum ents which were issued over his signature .

O bserve the titles afiixed , and so often repeated . Consider the
nam es and standing of the parties whom the y m ost concerned .

I t is quite unnecessary to repeat all the par ti culars here . The

docum ents are appended to the history, and the history con

tains the par ticulars in fu l l . F or arrogance , indecency, and
downright falsehood ,

the publications O f De la Motta stand
unri valled . Take the publications which were issued in New
O rleans , together w ith the foreign docum ents attached . Take
the Edicts O f any , and O f all the bodies existing under this
regim e— read them , and see wha t conclusions will force them
selves upon your m ind
O bserve the airs which these Digni tar ies put on when

away from hom e.

”
I t is pleasant to know

,
that in the prO

gress of Masonry , these things seldom occur . The F rater

nity will not countenance them . Bu t the day has been, and
tha t not a long tim e Since , when these Dignitaries assum ed
powers in Mason ic bodies

,
which were not written in the laws .

And the bre thren were w illing ,
in their sim plici ty ,

to g ive way
to som ething which they were then ignorant O f. Bu t the light
has shone am ong them . Masons have exam ined in to these

things, discussions have been had
,
books have been wr itten,

and ou t of all
,
know ledge has sprung forth . SO that in the

present day ,
laws have been enacted , forbidding the recogni

tion O f any brother , ou t of the degree in which the body
works

,
or the wearing O f jewels or clothing in a lodge, which

d o not belong to the degrees (Blue Lodge). Therefore the

Edicts , Com m ands , and Inspec tions , of these persons , are now

not m uch regarded .

These are som e O f the evils growing out of the practice of

the new degrees
— som e O f the resul ts which are consequent

upon the encouragem ent and patronage bestowed upon them
by the F raternity. I t m ay not, therefore , be a use less task , to
trace out the

“
causes

” which lead to this encouragem ent and
patronage .

F irst. —CURI O SITY.

The history has set forth the extent to which im position
upon the credu lity of the public could be carried . Between
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dred degrees , and it has been said , that it is the
“ Ancient and

Accepted R ite stretched ou t.

O ne would suppose that the m ere sight O f these Schedules
would so disgust the right-m inded Mason ,

that he would turn
away

— that the gauze which covers the hum bug was altogether
too thin to hide the im pudent pretension, the naked fraud .

But experience proves the reverse .

The brother who has been initiated and rai sed to the Masters
degree , i s left in a state of uncertainty . The very nature of

the degrees , as at present consti tuted , produce thi s result .

H is curiosi ty has been awakened , and trifles are not apt to be

an im pedim ent to him in his forward journev . He asks for
inform ation from those who ought to know ,

and the replies
which he recei ves , only m ake him the m ore earnest in his pur

suit . He asks for guidance , and is directed to som e body O f

m en with a high-soun din g nam e , which is said to contain the

fl rcana ,

”
the v erv quintessence O f Masonrv in all its form s .

He travels onward , at the sacrifice of tim e
,
m oney and feeling ,

unti l he has arrived at the top of the ladder which he has
been so long ascending . Has he found that which he was in

search of And is be satisfied " O r rather— i s he not further
0 3 from the O bject which he sough t, than he was at the com

m encem ent O f his travels The appeal is m ade to every sensi
ble Mason who has travelled in this road . His cur iosity m ay

have been satisfied as far as this . v iz.
,
that he has obtained a

slight knowledg e of the subject m atter contained in the degrees
which he has recei ved , and O f what m aterial they are com posed
but fur ther than this, as it regards the knowledge he was in
search of, it is unsatisfactorv , and am oun ts to very little .

Still , although nothing m ore has been attained than the

satisfaction of his cur iosity, there were som e “

pr etty things
”

in the degrees, and som e im portant m a tters ,
” which he would

like to know m ore about . Making known his wishes , there
are plenty O f pathways to be found which lead to the en

trances O f the tem ples which he seeks . Again he begins to
m oun t the new ladder , and although longer than the form er

ones
,
he is sure that he wi ll know all when he has finished his

journevs . And what are the resul ts " Mystery — Mystery
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m ade doubly so at every step , so that at the end i t would be a

m atter of great difficulty to determ ine
,
whether he was the

wiser or m ore Si lly m an . The sam e thing is occurring here
that occurred in Europe one hundred years ago,

and is

attended with the sam e results .

I s the v iew which he now takes of the institution of Masonry,
as a whole, calculated to m ake him a better Mason " F ar from

it . O n the one hand , there are none so wise as he concei ves
him self to be , and discontented altogether with, what he term s
the

“
com m on p lace

”
of the Sym bolic or lower degrees , he

aspires to higher things . Nothing wi ll satisfy him now,
bu t

the erection O f a body which he can call his own
, and forth

w ith the work is entered upon. If they are disposed to shut
ou t from the Lodge his vast and newly acquired wisdom ,

he

wi ll have a body under his own control , in which he can

de velop all he has received , even at the sacrifice Of cov enant
O bligations and Masonic law and usage , and at it he goes .

Hence the num erous bodies and the num erous ri tes . O r on

the other hand , he has seen so m uch , and li stened to so m uch
,

O f that which i s to be lightly esteem ed
,
that he forsakes the

O rder entirely , having form ed the conclusion in his own m ind
,

that it i s not worthy of his attention .

Second — The Teachings,
”
or Doctrines, Science , &c.

The applicant for these comm odities is told , in order to urge
him forward in his course

That a large portion of the history of Masonry during the first ages, is so

m ixed with fables , and deteriorated by the rust of ancient t im es , that no great

l ight can be derived therefrom ; but in proportion as we approach the m odern

t im es we find, to guide us , authentic archives . The way in which the first

three grades , or Blue degrees are conferred , evidently proves that they are

mere symbols or step s to the Superior or Sublim e degrees.

“ Many of the Lectures O f the Sublim e degrees , contain an ep itom e of the

A rts and Sciences , and several valuable and important facts recorded in the

H istorica l divisions, which have been obtained from authentic Archives in the
possession of our Society ; and which, from the m anner of their comm unica

t ion, can never be m ut ilated or corrupted, which is of the highes t importance

in a Society, the principles and m anagem ent of which m ust be invariable .

Much irregularity has unfortunate ly crept into the Blue degrees , in conse

quence of the want of Masonic knowledge in m any of those who preside over
their m eetings ; and it is particularly so with those who are unacquainted with
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the Hebrew language, in which all the W ords and Pass W ords are given. SO

essentially necessary is it for a m an of Science to preside over a Lodge, that
m uch injury m ay arise from the sm allest deviation in the ceremony of Initia

tion or in the Lecture Of Instruction.

The various translations which have been m ade of the Sym bolic degrees,
as they passed from one tongue into another, through translators who were

ignorant of their own language , have not a little contributed to produce the
variations of which we complain .

“But it has not been so with the Superior degrees. They Show themselves
clothed with the Sublim e vestm ents which they received from their founders.

Born am idst the labors of SCI ENCE, and embellished by GENIUS , m any of them

are based on the BEAUTIF UL A RTS, and sp read out a mass of LIGHT which is a

ca use of infinite interestfor Masons, &c.
“ In 1 552 a record cam e to light in Syrian characters, relating to the m ost

rem ote antiqu ity ; and from which it would appear, that the world is m any

thousand years O lder than given by the Masonic account , &c.

”

Here we have a few O f the pretensions made by these bodies ,
but only a few,

extracted from the Charleston docum ent . (See
Appendix , Docum ent N O . Here we are told that the first

three degrees are m ere sym bols to the Superior degrees— that
an epitom e O f the fl rts and Sciences are contained there— that
all

“ Blue Masons
”
are very ignorant, and m ust com e from the

Blue Lodge , which is in a very im perfect condition ,
to the

Superior degrees , which were born am idst the labors of Science,
em bellished by Genius , based on the Beau tifu l fl rts , and spread
ou t a m ass O f Light ; and that the Bible accoun t O f the age of

the world is a m ere m oonshine in com par ison to their account
of the m at ter . All this , and a great deal m ore , is preached up
to the new Initiates, that they m ay be induced to com plete
their Masonic education in thei r School.

”

Now,
let us turn from this account given by the Charleston

Council to the O pinions of authors, who knew quite as m uch
about the m atter

,
all of them being possessors of the degrees

in full.
Clavel says
That in 1 743 the Masons of Lyons invented the ‘Petit Elu ,

’ which was

afterwards known as the K adosch, and out of which were developed several
other Elu degrees. A bout the same time ‘Philosophism composed several de
grees , and am ong others the Knight of the Sun .

’ The Jesu its composed the

Rose Croiaz,
’
which the Philosophers took possession of, and gave its sym bols

an Astronom ical interp retation. Soon after the ‘K aballa , Magic, Evocation of
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up to the Eighteenth or Rose Croix degree, and the rem aining
seven degrees stretched apart , and the vacancies thus m ade,
filled in by degrees, taken at random , having no connection
whatever with the rite , and the Thirty-third m anufactured to
suit . W ould the reader know what the value of this system is ,
or the nature of its teachings Let him turn to the criticism
in the history, page 51 and 52 .

Des Etanges says

That the rituals are an incoherent madly of all sorts of practices and

ceremonies, taken from the old religions of India , of Egypt, from Jewish and

Christian books, &c., &c.

”

Vassal g ives a long account of the whole degrees, ful ly con

curring with the above author .

But the strenuous advocates of the sublim ity of the fl ncient

and fl ccepted Rite pretend that they have the Ancient r ituals.

which are pure. They pretend that they difi
'

er from all that
are in existence , and g ive them the m ost exalted character .

Let us exam ine this . Their rituals cam e from Stephen Morin ,

in Twenty-five degrees. So far
,
we know what they are, for

we are in possession of the sam e. Then the Seven other de
grees . Those we know , hav ing leg itim ately received them .

W e have the r ituals. Then the Thirty-third and last degree .

That also we have taken ,
and know all about it. F urther , all

these rituals correspond exactly with the published m anual
before m entioned , except the

“ Sciences
, Phi losophy, &c .

”

Now,
what are the teaching s of these said degrees. O ne of

their own active m em bers shall tell the story.

This wri ter, in speaking of his O pponent
, a brother of the

Thirty-third, says

He cla ims for himself the title of a “Philosopher; and we hear constantly
of the Philosophy of his Rite.

’ W e scarcely think that any of the great

Masters of Philosophy and Thought, wou ld adm it that the word was properly
applied to the shallow com monplaces of his analysis of the degrees. To judge
from all that he has published, one who shou ld receive the degrees from him ,

would never go forth from his temples a proficient inMetaphysics, Aesthetics ,
or Dialectics, or even with anything but a stock of immoral ity. In Philoso

phy, as in knowledge of history, he is a mere, empty, shallow pretender, &c.

And when this individual tells the world that his rite in Masonry, the
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Scottish rite, a t first vamped up by Vassal , and afterwards re-hashed, &c . ,

m eans to enfranchise m an, and conquer for him his rights, m eans physically,

m orally and intellectually, to advance the individual , and politically, religious

ly and socia lly, em ancipate the peeples, the world simply laughs in the Charla

tan
’
s face, and asks him if he imagines that the part of Cagl iostro can be

enacted at this day, and especially by him , and if he im agines it can be gulled
by pompous pretensions, long ago put forth by other m en like him , to gull the
sim ple , and delude those who cannot see a trap when it lies in their broad
view , set, and Open before their eyes. It is an institution em inently

‘Philoso

phical too. O , sacred word Philosophy— how art thou abused W hose

Phi losophy does it teach " The Sensualistic, the Idealistic, Scholastic, Tran

scendental, Eclectic, or Posit ive " Does it swear by Liebnitz or Spinosa,
Des cartes, Mallebranche, Condorcet , K ant, Hegel , F ichte, Cousin, or Com te "

W hat does it teach as to the nature and essence of Deity, the mysteries of Crea

tion, the existence of m atter, the nature
’

of the sou l , all the great questions
that have agitated the hum an m ind for centuries and centuries , and built up all

the successive schools of Philosophy " The answer is._None— and nothing

in particu lar I t sticks together som e flashy sounding words—m akes specious,
tawdry, and hollow sentences, and presents us with a m ixture , com posed of a

little dash of P iety, som e com m onplace Ethics , a profusion of Spangled and

painted sentim entality, and som e shallow thoughts, that only skim along
the surface of Philosophy and Metaphysics ; and this is called Philosophy,
and with it he is going to enfranchise m ankind. It is a sort of P inchbeck
Voltairism galvanized by Jesuitism .

”

The reason of g iving this quotation ,
is

’

sim ply to show what

O pinion i s enter tained of the teachings of the degrees by those
persons who have recei ved them ,

and are at the present tim e
acti v e in adm inistering them . The brother concerning whom
the above w as written , received all his degrees in F rance . The

Thirty-third . degree from the Grant O rient , and is now the

Sov ereign Grand Com m ander of a Suprem e Counci l . The

brother who wrote the above received his
,
degrees from him

,

and was an active m em ber of his Council . A difference
occurred , they separated , and the writer becam e a m em ber of

the Charleston Council , and Deputy in N ew O rleans . This
le tter is one of the products O f the con troversy . As it regards
the one Council or the other , it m akes no difi

'

erence the

r ituals are all alike. The above rem arks wi l l apply to them all,

com posed as they are , of a li ttle Judaism ,
a great deal of the

science of the Gnostics , and the doctrines of the Manicheans . a

little of the Eastern Philosophy, so called , a few startling m is
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representations of Chris tian doctrine, and a sprinkle of Blas

phemy all the way through , held together by a parcel O f fables ,
too silly to be repeated . Bu t this wr iter further says

I t is true that
.
the object of the Scottish rite is to effect the physical ,

m oral , and inte llectual im provement of the initiates. A very few only of its

degrees , as originally fram ed , conduct to that end in any marked degree . I t

is an
‘
agglomeration ,

’

not a systematic succession of degrees . I t teaches

Industry, and the excellence of labor, the m oral virtues , and the great Cardinal
truths on which all religions are founded. Its inte llectual teachings are to be

found in its Words and Sym bols, and not in its form al instruction. They

are conveyed by obscu re hints,
’

&c.

Now , if this be the case , why do we see so m any differ
en t expositions of these W ords and Sym bols in the form of

R ituals . According to this explanation , that which Chem in
Dupontes says concerning the m atter , is correct . He states ,
tha t each Scotch rite degree was a. fram e which each could
fill up as he though t proper. This m ay possibly account for

the length to which all these r ituals have at tained . There is
truly , very li ttle m atter in any , or all the O ld r ituals. Bu t in

those which we now have , which com e from the Charleston
Council , and which are printed in full

,
it is an am azing sight.

Bu t be the r ituals long or shor t,
W ho

,
that has ever taken the degrees , can be persuaded ,

that Science is taught, or Philosophy cu ltivated
,
in a Lodge O f

the H igh Degrees of Masonry

Third — the increased Interest or Benefit they expect to der i ve .

Many of the bre thren are carried away with the idea , that if
there is any benefit attached to the possession of the first three
degrees of Masonry, that benefit m ust be greatly enhanced by
being a m em ber of the Thir tv-third degree . The high sound

ing titles attached to the degrees, the num ber and varie ty of

Jewels they can wear, and the decorations with which they
can adorn t hem selves , all seem to turn them aside from the

true object and design of Masonry. They forget the univer
sality of the first three degrees , and the very l im ited knowledge
in the world , of anything beyond . And that the recogni tion
of the H igh degrees are qu i te lim ited . Scotland, the country
from which the m ountebanks profess that they orig inated , does



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


350 SCOTTISH RITE, AN CIENT AND ACCEPTED .

the brethren , cannot be effected. And perhaps, all things con
sidered, it is best that it should not. W ere it effected , i t
woul d cause a cessation of hosti lity, and peaceful principles
would prevail . Bu t at the sam e tim e , i t would be opening the
door for the introduction of m any other rites called Masonic ,
with which we are not now troubled, and by giving them the

sanction of a Grand East , Toleration ,
&c .

,
so engraft them

upon what we term pur e Ancient Masonry, that they would
becom e part and parce l of the sam e , thus causing Masonry to

lose i ts peculiar characterist ics, and becom e a m ixture, the
nature and qualities of which it would be im possible to know.

Another mode, and by far the best, is to have nothing what
ever to do w ith the Higher degrees. I t i s not necessary to

recapitulate the reasons for advising this course they are g iven
in this chapter , and in every part of the history. But the

principal , and m ain reason, we have not yet given. I t is this ,
v iz ., W e advise, that brethren of the Lodges have nothing to
do with the higher degrees , because they are not M asonry

have no connection w ith it, and have nothing whatever to do
with it . The origin of the degrees, the m aterial out of which
they have been m anufactured , their progress and accom pani

m ents, have been already noticed fully. They are sim ply
modern trash

,
without a sing le feature or quality in them ,

which would recomm end them to the favorable consideration
of worthy and sensible brethren . This is the opinion which
we entertain now, and have en ter tained for long years , con
cerning these degrees . And it has been often and fully
expressed. To prove its correctness will not be undertaken
here . This i s not the proper place .

W hile, on the other hand , we believe , that what is commonly
known as

“ fl ncr
'

ent Craft M asonry,
”

contained in the first
three degrees, with the appendage of what i s now known as

the Royal fl rch degree,
”
which was orig inal ly a portion of

the third degree, contains all that i s known of Masonry, and
with it there i s no m ore. And that every addition,

im prove
m ent, decoration, or interpolation , to this beautiful and sim ple
system of instruction, is of evil tendency, and will bring the

O rder into disrepute. O f course , this will be taken for what
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i t i s worth, viz., the O pinion of the author . Nevertheless, he
m ay be perm itted to say , that he has given the subject som e
attention during a period of Thirty-nine years, in which tim e
he has had the opportunity of exam ining it in all its parts.
The reader m ay not agree with him , and he cannot feel hurt at
this difference, sti ll he would ask the favor of being heard ,
concerning the reasons Why he has arrived at these conclusions ,
so different from those which have generally been expected by
the F ra ternity.

Ancient Masonry i s a beautiful and com plete system of

instruction within itself, beginning with the F irst , and ending
with the Th ird degree, based upon the subjects of “

Life ,
Tim e

,

Death , and Immortality, and em bracing the duties which Man

owes , and is bound to render
,
to God , to his Neighbour,and to

him se lf
I t is of very great fi ntiquity

— is Universal— and has been
remarkably preserved.

I t is a m ost rem arkable fact concerning Ancient Masonry
that , wherever it is known throughout the wor ld , in all i ts
essential particulars , it ' is one and the same . W hether we
travel am ong the Indians in the deep forests of our own land

,

or among the m ountains of South Am erica , in the land of the
Mahomm edan or the Turk , or in the East Indies, where our

present trad itions are unknown, in all portions of the habit
ab le globe , the Landm arks are the sam e . And the lonely
and forsaken brother finds fr iends and helpers, where , under
other circum stances , he would have peri shed by the way . True
they have their own language , and their own sym bols ; bu t
according to their own rude m anners , they inculcate the sam e

great truths
,
and observe , with greater care, those bonds

which cause them to listen to the cry of the poor and the

needy, than the Masons of civili zed lands .

If we beg in with the day in which we live , and trace the in
stitution down through all preceding tim e

,
as far as we can

di scover anv footpr ints of its existence , it proves itself to be
one , and the sam e . And is it not wonderful that such an insti
tution ,

notwithstanding the great and varied changes which i t
has undergone , the great O pposition it has m et with , and the
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severe persecutions it has suffered, has outlived every human

stru cture.

The other fraterni ties of the ancient world have peri shed
with the nations that gave them birth . Their histor ies are

rapidly passing into oblivion . Pure and Ancient Masonry

can boast no attractions greater than those of other societies ,
which have passed awav and are forgotten. The im posing
charac ter of her externa l appearance has been far exceeded by
that of som e other institutions . The outward pom p and

splendor of celebration which leads captive the sense of the

beholder , cou ld not preserve the mysteries O f Ancient Greece ,
and they are long since extinct . W hile on the other hand,
the darkness , ignorance , and superstition which covered those
portions of the wor ld where Masonry found a hiding-place,
and kept alive the fire upon her altars, could never extinguish
or even dim inish in brightness , that pure flam e . And al though
in the present day, we find the institution bedecked in finery,

and lum bered up w ith false and foolish traditions, and silly

tales , which would usurp the place of the real and the true, and
thus crowd ou t from the m ind all that is of value

, yet even this
has not supplanted her she still lives, and will live on,

when
these things are forgotten and have passed away.

Equally frui tless would it be to ascribe the cause of its per
petui tv to its being a Secret Society. O ther societies have
possessed secrets , and have kept them , and the Societies and

their secrets have perished together . Neither can it be attrib
a ted to Religi ous causes . This i s disclaim ed , and the g lory
and the beauty of Masonry i s , that rejecting all Sects, and all

Relig ions, she receives all wi thin her pale who acknowledge,
and be lieve , in the existence of one true and ever-living God.

Throughout the whole cour se of its travels
, Masonry has never

assum ed to be a Teacher of Religion am ong those where her
lot was cast . F or she sought Seclusion instead of Publicity,
and on ly those who were so happy as to be received within her
portal , were at all acquainted with the doctrines which she

taught.
Nor will the form of Civil Governm ent under which Lodges

have been holden , the languages and custom s of the difi'

erent
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Lights, by which its designs are read and studied , all speak a

language foreign to the labor of m ans
’ hands, or the travels of

his feet ; they point to a better destiny than the changing
and uncertain scenes of tim e, and proclaim the erection of a

Spiritual Tem ple, of which the laborer him self will form a

com ponent part. These sym bols form and constitute her

very existence , and distinguish her character . They have
been handed down to us through the genera tions of m en ,

from

the very beginning they lay before us now , nearly in all the

sim plicity , purity and perfection , which they had when they
cam e from the wise m en of old

,
and they teach doctrines of the

m ost im posing and m om entous kind , sim ple , and self-ev ident in
them selves .

“ ALAS "” we m ay well say, while we behold these very
degrees , as now conferred . They have becom e so deform ed

by the labors of others , that it i s now a lm ost an im possibi lity
to find these doctrines and their interpretation . The blam e
rests m ainly with the Lecturers

,
Im provers , Innova tors , and

Inventors , as well as the propagators of new r ites . And it

is only by stripping them of the
“
additions ,

”
and false em bel

lishm ents , of their Science ,
”
falsely so called

,
and their

“
Philosophy equally as false

,
and above all

,
from the

“

g ross

m ater ialism wi th which they are covered over , and then
studying them in their nakedness

,
that we can discover their

beau ty,
and bring it forth to the Light.

A s a system of Instru ction ,
it is beautifu l and com plete .

I t com m ences with the beginning of all things. I t points
out to us the surface of this g lobe on which we li ve

, as the

dim ensions of the Lodge , and the fie ld for the beneficent

labors of the brethren . I ts covering is the heavens
,
and this

canopy is supported by Alm ighty power. The Lights g i ven to
this glorious and stupendous edifice , are the Sun , the Moon,

and the Stars , and by the m edium of these shining orbs
,
kept

in their places, and d irected by O mnipotence , m an is enabled
to pursue his labors .

That the Master is Eternal , the Im m ortal, the Invisible —the

only wise God , whose dwel ling is on high— that we are his

creatures, dwellers upon the earth , children of the dust, that
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although there is an apparent separation
, God being in the

heavens, and we creatures of Earth , yet by m eans of the ladder
which Jacob saw in his v isions of the night, we m ay hope to
ascend into the imm ediate presence of the Master like the
Angels of the Most H igh .

That we are descendants of a com m on parent , are the sam e

in all respects , as it regards our fallen state , that the stam p of

depravi ty in one shape or the other , appears im pressed upon
the general conduct . Pride , Am bition,

Tyranny ,
Persecution ,

Revenge , Malice , Envy, F alsehood , Dece it , Cov etousness
,

Anger , and other m alignant passions , infect all ranks and con

ditions of m en
,
the higher equal ly with the lower , though

am ong the form er it is som etim es varnished over by a fair
exterior .

That all ranks com e to the sam e term ination . They at last
take up their dwe lling in the house

‘

appoin ted for all the li v ing .

That the Soul , or the thinking principle in m an ,
dies not

,

bu t is imm ortal , and will live on
,
through the countless ages of

Eternity .

That there wi ll be a Resurrection of the body from the grave ,
and the Soul , which form erly had its dwelling place there , but
was separated by Death , will be re united to the body ,

and

thus
,
the re-united being w ill live forever

The sym bolism of the first degree is Youth ,

”
the v estibule

of hum an life , where the scenes through which we pass , assum e
a golden aspect , where all is peaceful , and not a ripp le is dis
covered ou the surface of the tide , which is wafting the Spir i t
onward to Imm or tality. And what per iod m ore proper than
ear ly life to learn the truths which are contained in the degree .

I t i s the first round of the Ladder which reaches from Earth to
Heaven. I t is the Youth , or the beginning of instruction . I t

i s being bound as an Apprentice to the Master on high , to
serve his appointed tim e . It is the introduction of the

“

first

principles of Tru th.

” They are presented for his acceptance ,
and m ust be recei ved by F a ith . Hence the nam e of the degree ,

Apprentice , Youth , F aith .

The sym bolism of the second degree is M anhood,
”
of which

it is indicative , and alludes to the second round . or second
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step
,
hence it is nam ed Hope . The per iod of youth has

passed away, and it is presum ed that the tim e has been dili
gently spent, in exam ining the designs and instructions of the
Master , in using the sym bol of power , in asking for needed aid

from on high, in working during the tim e of labor, and repos
ing during the allotted tim e of rest, in m edi ta ting upon the

works of the Master
,
and returning thanks for blessing s

received . W ith the perform ance of these du ties , the tim e has
passed on ,

m anhqod has taken the place of the form er period ,
and the results of the labor perform ed are now to be inspected
and tried . Here the question is settled by unerring tests , how
far the work of the vestibule or court of the tem ple has pro

gressed . These tests are term ed the Jewels of M anhood

the jewels of the degree . And that his work shou ld be m ore

perfectly adorned , he was directed to the study of the liberal
Ar ts and Sciences

,
by m eans of which he cou ld add to the pe

fection of the beauty of the work he was engaged in ,
rem em

bering the lessons of Youth— that Tim e flies— that Death
approaches, and what was to be done , m ust be accom plished in
the al lotted tim e .

He has passed from the Vestibu le to the Sanctuary— he has

passed the first round of the Mystic Ladder in his upward
course , and his feet are firm ly fixed on the second round ,

bear
ing his work w i th him . He looks again— the rough ed (res

hav e been rem oved , the stone presents a polished surface
,
i t is

b eau tifully adorned
,
and Hope lights up his countenance w ith

Joy. The Plum b , Level , and Square , are in his hand— w i th
these he frequently inspects the resu lt of his labor

,
and if at

any tim e he becom es pleased at the sight , and the result of his
work , as earthly workm en are often apt to be , yet , when the

reflection com es to his m ind , that "
the Master seeth not as

m an seeth ,” he stands abashed , and in deep hum i lity waits
his al lotted tim e , until the Master shall appear , and cal l him
into his presence , that his work m ay be tried .

This is, indeed , the second round O f the Mystic ladder— it is

Hope spring ing ou t of F aith
,
it is Manhood Springing out of

Youth— it is the F ellow Crafts degree .

The sym bolism of the Third degree is O ld fl g e, the ending
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Ark , and other sym bols rem ind him of his du ties, and encourage
him to Hope .

But the allotted tim e has com e, and the Master ’
s voice is

heard . The lesson he recei ves wi ll never be forgotten— it i s
the illustration of the last sym bols of the degree, and proclaim s
those e ternal truths in all their sim plicity and sternness , which
have been before m entioned , and of which the institution m ay

be justly proud ,
that m an was created in the im age of God ,

bu t fell from his hi o‘b estate and has becom e a chi ld of dust,
that a lthough deform ed and fallen

,
he can be restored to his

pristine state— that Tim e is on the wing ,
and rapidly passes

away
—that Death is the com mon lot— that the body w ill rise

again— that in v iew of these solemn and m om entous truths,
we should diligently em ploy ourselves in the work we have to
do.

These are the teachings of the first three degrees of Ancient
Masonry. which contain all that Masonry contains . There is,
there can he, no m ore . They reach from the “

beginning to the

end,
"
and contain all that is em braced in m an and his existence

from the cradle to the grave .

In thus giving them ,
we do not feel that we are trenching

upon the mysteries, or exposing any of the secrets O f Masonry .

They m ay be read in every Masonic Moni tor which is published
in the land , and all the sym bols spoken of, m ay also be seen

,

with appropriate explanations , corresponding with all we have
written here . AS a m atter of course

,
the cerem onial , ri tual ,

and instructions can only be learned within the walls of a just
and legally consti tu ted Lodge .

Perhaps it m ay be objected to by the reader , on the ground,
that he does not so understand the illus trations of these degrees,
as g iven by the author . And this is by no m eans strange .

The reason will be obvious after a m om ent
’s reflection . A

few hints will set the m atter r ight.
The Em blem s , Cerem onial , R itual , and Instructions of the

three degrees of Ancient Masonry were once , very sim ple , and
v ery short. Their practice occupied bu t a very short tim e .

This was the case e ven in 1 71 7 of our own Era . The sam e

fate which has overtaken the Sublim e degrees has overtaken
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Ancient Masonry. By the year 1 775 they had becom e quite
extended

, and in 1 80 0 they underwent a m ighty change . And

ever since that tim e , Im provers , Interpolators , Inventors , and
Lecturer s

,
have occupied them selves diligently, in adding to,

and increasing the beau ty and simp licity of the ri tual , cere

m onies , &c .
,
unti l now it has becom e so m onstrous and verbose ,

that it takes from two to three hours to confer a single degree.

The v ery ev i l has crept upon us , which others by experience
have avoided . The Grand O rient of F rance, finding the

Eighteen degrees of Perfection too long ,
tedious

,
and ful l of

repeti tions , revised them . The result of their labors was just
what would have been expected

,
vi z ., embracing all that was

of any im portance in fifteen of the degrees , in the sm al l space
of four Short degrees , and greatly pruning out the first three
degrees , so that the service in them is confined to a very short
space of tim e , except in the Ini tia tory degree . Thi s i s now
known all over the world as the M odern F rench rite.

”
The

sam e work should be done w ith our own degrees . This
“
leng thening ou t by repeti tion and re-repetition , to three

hours tim e that which could be done in one hour
,
very easily

and satisfactorily , has becom e a very genera l cause of com plaint
am ong the F raternity . (See exam ple in Appendix

,
Docum ent

N O . I t is dr iv ing them away from the Lodges , and doing
m ore for the Higher degrees than any other thing . I f the plan
was adopted , of cutting down the r itual , as now practiced

,
to

its prim i tive purity and shape , thereby m aking it perfectly
com prehensive and sim ple , and gi ving one-half

, and perhaps
two-thirds of the evening ,

spent in a m eeting of the Lodge, to

the read ing of essay s upon im portan t subjects connected w i th
the institution, the deli very of addresses upon m atters con

nected with the sym bols , the proper d ispensing of its charities ,
the i llustration of m orals , and other matter s of interest , as an
tiqu ities , inform ation from abroad , correspondence , &c .

,
the

cha racter of our Lodges would be at once renovated
,
the m eet

ings would not only be wel l attended but full of interest, and
'

wha t is m ore than all, it would be tim e usefully spent , and
w ould afford subject m atter for reflection ,

unaccom panied with
vain regrets .
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If this course were pursued , we should hear less about the
H igh degrees, the Ancient and Accepted R ite , the Egyp tian
R ite— less about the Philosophy there taught— less about the
Science of the Gnostics , the doctr ines of the Manicheans, the
Philosophy of the East

,
the Astronom ical interpreta tion of the

Em blem s , the K abballa
,
and the occult sciences , less about

im prov ing and adding to cerem onials, the m ore beautiful be
cause of their Sim plicity, and have less to com plain of in the

way of an em pty treasury in the Lodge , want of interest in the
proceed ings of the F raternity , and poor attendance at the

stated m eeting s of the Craft.
Bu t the wr iter has very little hope that this desirable refor

m ation wi ll be speedily brought about. The inquiry for som e

thing new
,
is

,
at the present tim e , quite as pressing and urgent

as it has ever been,
the love of Nove lty is just as strong . SO

long as the m inds of the brethren are thus affected
,
these de

m and s wil l be satisfied by the furnishing of new ri tes
,
system s ,

degrees, and im provem ents, until the appeti te is sated . The

Ancient and Accepted R i te has begun in this quarter
,
again

to lift its head , and as the increase of interest is felt , the
degrees are becom ing enlarged , the decorations beautified ,

the

Jewels re-m odelled and im proved , the t itles swe lled out, the

badges of distinction increased in num ber , and the O fli ces
,

num erous as they are under the sy stem
,
are m ade m ore so,

in

order to satisfy the aspirations of the Neophytes in this new

order of things . W e do not care to inquire where it w i ll end
bu t we know it cannot last, sim ply because the system contains
wi thin itself, the elem ents of its own destruction. I t w ill fal l
by its own weight .
There is , however , m uch am id the confusion which is cause

for gratula tion . The institution which we venerate , stil l re

m ains . I t has stood the shock of tim e and circum stances , and
com es to us hoary with age , yet in sim plici ty. However m uch
it m ay be lum bered up , and hidden from the sight by the rub

bish which covers it
,
the form , the sym bols , and the structure

are still perfect . These they cannot take away . There stand
the Pillars , and the outer Court, there the Rough Ashlar and

the Polished Stone, the Mosaic pavem ent and the Star— there
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S U P P L E M E N T
IN WHICH

THE H ISTO RY O F THE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED
RITE IS CO NTINUED F RO M 1860 TO THE

PRESENT TIME.

THE m ul tip licity O f Events , which have occurred during
the pas t Eigh teen years, as connected w ith the Anc ient and

Accepte d R ite , together with the earnest solicitations of a

large num ber of the Brethren O f the O rder in the Northern
Mason ic Juris diction , have induced the Author to continue
the H istory from 1 862 , at which tim e the volum e closed ,
down to the present day . I t will be printed in the form of

3. Supp lem ent , and p lace d at the conclusion of the already
pub lished H istory ,

in order that the In dexes and Paging
m ay not be altered . The Supplem ent will con tain its own

Index , following the Title—page . The prin ted proceedings O f
the different Councils will be followed c losely, in order that
the events re lated m ay be deem ed O fli cial and correct.
At the period when that H istory closed , great confusion

preva iled in Mason ic circ les , both in this country and

abroad. There we re no less than Seven Su prem e Councils
O f Sovere ign Gran d Inspectors General in the Un ited State s
—viz. Two in Boston ,

Mass .
,
known as the GOURGAS Coun

cil , and the RAYMOND Council. O ne in New York ,
known as

the CERNEAU Council . O ne in Charle ston , SO . Ca .
, known as

the D E LA M OTTE Counc il. O ne
’

in New O rleans , La . , known
as the F O ULHO USE Council. O ne in San F rancisco , Cal. ,

known as em anating from the ATWO O D-CERNEAU Council , and
O ne in Bri dgeport, Conn .

,
em anating from the sam e source .

In Bos ton
,
Mass . ,

there were a lso Three Con sistorie s , vi z
the GO URGAS , the RAYMOND ,

and the CERNEAU ; in the City
of New York

,
Three

,
deriving from the sam e authoritie s ;

in New O rleans , La .
, Two , one deriving from F OULHOUSE

and the other from the DE LA M OTTE Council ; and in Tren
ton , N . J O ne deriving from the CERNEAU Council, N . Y.
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The original cause of all this confu sion and irregularity ,
was

the pre tended foundation on which the Ancien t and Accep ted
R i te was e stablished by the Charleston D e La Motte body.

“
T

e allude to the noted “ Secre t Constitutions of as

given by F rede rick O f Prussia
,
which has been the prolific

sou rce of all the qu arre ls and di ssensions— all the susp ic ions
and do ubts- all the bitterne ss

,
and bad feeling— which have

pre va iled from 1 81 3 , down to the pre sent day . F rom the

tim e O f Stephen Morin , there were num bers of persons in
rightfu l posse ss ion of all the degrees of Perfection num bers
of person s were appointed by him as I nspectors , in this
country, to confer the degrees ABRAM JACOBS continued the

work. and the DE LA M O TTE Counc il appointed m any Insp ec

tors to do the s am e thing . Thu s
,
the degree s of the R ite

were scattered broadcas t over the land . True
,
it was w ith

the purpose of form ing bodies of the R ite , bu t those bodies
were se ldom form ed

,
and the possessors of the de g rees were

left to act their p leasure. W hen the Suprem e Coun c il was
form ed a t Charleston , SO . Ca .

,
based upon these pre tended

Cons titutions
,
which m ade it an Exclus ive, Arbitrary Body ,

at once oppos ition arose in all the M asonic bodies of the

land . CERNEAU e s tablished his body in the c ity O f N ewYork
,

in 1 80 7 ,
discarding the Secre t Constitutions , and declaring

the body which he form ed
,
to be gove rned by the Consti

tu tion of 1 762 , and by the Gene ral Laws , R ule s , and R egu

lation s of the M ason ic O rder— and thus the war began .

F rom that tim e to the present . all has been confus ion in the
R ite . The difficu lties hav e in creased from year to year , until
1 862 , when we are called upon to record the d isgraceful acts
already alluded to .

This state of things could not be expected to con tinue for
any length of tim e , as every day was producing m ore and

m ore b ittern e ss of fe eling , fre sh cau ses of com p la int arose on

all Sides am ong the Bre thren ,
the O rder was rap idly hurry

ing to dissolution ,
when an even t occurred , which , after the

lapse of a few ye ars , brought about a union which prom oted
,

for a tim e , good feeling in the R ite .
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and ILL. BRO . VAN RENSSELAER , which were deem ed dis re

spectral by the Sov . Gr. Com m ander , and he refused to pu t

them . O n F riday, August 2 4th, after the usual business
was di sposed of, the Sov . Gr. Com m ander s ta ted

That an unwarrantable in dication of In su bordinatiou .

and a m an ifest disposition , on the part of certain Bre thren,
to di sregard the ir Constitutional obligations , and to u surp
the power and authority of the Sov . Gr. Com m ander , I
therefore regard I t

,
not only m y privilege , but m y duty, to

close the Council forthw ith ,
and I do declare it to be c losed

sine die.

”

O n Decem ber 3oth ,
1 860

,
th e Sup . Gr. Council assem bled

at the call of the Sov . Gr. Com m ander
,
present— RAYMO ND ,

R OBm SON ,
and LAWSO N. O n the 1 5th . on m otion of ILL . BRO .

SIMO NW . R OBIN SON , ILL . BRO . CHARLES T . M CCLENACHAN was

grante d the Ancient degree .o i So v . Gr . Ins . Gen ., 33d and

last degree of the An cient and Ac ce pted R ite , and was

appointed to the O ffice of D epy. Ins . General for the S ta te
of N ew York .

O n Janu ary 9th , 1 861 , ILL . BRO .W M . F IELD
,
of Providence,

R . I .

,
to whom the 33d degree was u nanim ously granted by

the Sup . Coun cil, at its annua l sess ion ,
in M av . 1 857 ,

was

again voted for with the sam e re sul t
,
and he was accordingly

advanced to the em inen t degree of Sov . Gr . I ns . General,
33d and last degree of the Anc ient and Accepted R ite.

O n March 2 0 th , 1 861 , the Sup . Gr. Council assem bled , pur

suant to an O rder from the Sov . Gr. Com m .
,
who announ ced

the appoin tm ent of ILL . BRO . SIMO N W . R OBINSO N
,
to the

dign ified office of P . L ieu t. Gr . Com m ander. and thereupon
in stalled him in to that oflice . Al so . the appointm ent of ILL.

BRO . PETER LAWSON ,
to the office o f Gr . Master of Cere

m onie s , and installed him in to that O ffice . Also ,
the appo int

.m en t of ILL . BRO . W M . F IELD ,
to the office of Gr. Cap . of the

L ife Guards , and installed him into that office. Al so , ILL
,

BRO . LUCIUS R . PAIGE ,
hav ing been proposed , and duly ele c ted

bv a unanim ous vote , was advanced to the em inent degree
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of Sov . Gr. Insp . General— 33d and last degreer—Anc. and

Ace . R ite .

O n m otion of P . L ieu t. Gr. Com m ander
R esolved — That the M . P . Sov . Gr. Com m ander be

re queste d to rem ove ILL. BRO . CHARLES W . M O O RE from the

office of Gr. Sec . Gen . of the H . E .
— oi the Sup . Gr . Coun

cil for the Northern. Jurisdic tion of the U . S . of Am e rica
,
he

having accep te d office in the spurious body, c laim ing to be

a Suprem e Counc il.”

O n the recom m endation of the M . P. Sov . Gr . Com m ande r,
ILL . BRO . LUCIUS R . PAIGE was un an im ously advanced to

Active M em be rship of the Sup . Council , and on m otion of P.

L ie ut. Gr . Com m ande r , it was
R esolved that the M . P . Sov . Gr . Com m ander be requested

to appoint I LL . BR O . LUCIUS R . PAIGE to som e office in the

Sup . Gr. Counci l at his e arlie st con ven ience .

”

O n M ay8th ,
1 861 — The M . P .Sov .Gr . Com m ander appoin ted

ILL . BRO . LUCIUS R . PAIGE ,
I ll. Gr . Sec . Gen . of the H . E.

pro tem . O n M av loth ,
1 861 — I LL .BRO . GEO RGE M . RANDALL

,

havi ng be en pre viou s ly e le c ted
,
was advanced to the em in ent

degre e of Sov . Gr . I nsp . Gen . 33d and last degree , and was
unan im ou s ly adm itted as an active m em ber of the Sup . Gr.

Council .
The M . P . Sov . Gr . Com m ander annou nced the appoint.

m ent of ILL . BRO . LUCIUS PAIGE
,
to the O ffice of Gr . Marshal

,

and the reu pon he was ins ta lled into that office by the P.

L ieut . Gr. Com . Also
,
the appointm ent of I LL . BRO . GEO .

M . RANDALL ,
D . D .

,
to the office of Gr . M in is ter of State , and

the reu pon he was in stalled into that office .

At the Ann ua l Se ssion
,
he ld on Tuesday,

M ay 2 1 s t, 1 861 ,

on m otion of P . Lieut . Gr . Comm ander , and w ith the appro
bation and consent of the M . P . Sov . Gr . Com m ander

,

the following Pre am ble and R esolu tion was u nanim onsly ,

adop ted
Whereas

,
Bro. C . W . MO O R E

, Secretary Genera l of this Suprem e Council
,

has seceded from th is Body , and aided and assisted in organizing a spurious
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and irregular Council . with a view to em barrass and destroy th is Council ; and
whereas he

’

has been appointed to and accepted office in the said spuriou s

Council, and otherwise dem eaned h im se lf in an unm asonic m anner therefore

be it

Resolved, That he, the aforesaid CHARLES W . MOO RE, has forfe ited his claim

to m em bersh ip in th is Counci l , and that his office be declared vacant.
T. M . P Sov . Gr. Com m an der announced the appoint

m ent of I ll. Luciu s R . Paige to the O ffice of Gr . Sec . Gen .

of the H . E ., and there upon in stalled him into the said
office , which appointm ent was approved by unan im ou s vote .

I LL . BRO . PAIGE re signed the ofii ce of I ll . Gr . Marshal , and
his resignation was accepted .

W edne sday , May 2 2 d , 1 861

The Sov . Gr . Com m ander addre ssed the Sup . Counc il , in
relation to the disorderly proce edings of certain Gr . I ns .

Gen . within hi s jurisdiction , s ince the last Annual m ee ting ,
and announced what his offic ial acts had been ,

in con sequ ence
of such proce edings . The addre ss was unan im ous ly ap

p roved , and the following O rder No. 2 , i ssu ed
O RDER N o . 2 .

Whereas
, From inform ation received at th is Grand East, on the thirteenth

day of Decem ber, instant , it appears that a m em ber of the Suprem e Counc il
of the Northern Jurisdiction of the Un ited States of Am erica, and other per

sons who are not m em bers, withou t warrant or au thority, have attem pted to

exercise powers wholly unpossessed by them , and u sing the nam e and im press
of th is Suprem e Council

,
are attem pting to exe rcise authority in an nuwar

rantable and unconstitu tional m anner
,
wh ich inform ation is derived from a

pri nted docum ent understood to em anate from K . H. VAN BENSSELAER , who

professes to be Lich ts . Grand Com m ander , to which docum ent is attached

the signature of C. W . MO O RE, as Secretary General of the H . .E.

Therefore be it known , and it is hereby ordered , that all docum ents pur

porting to com e from any other sou rce than that em anating from EDW ARD

A . RAYMO ND
,
as Grand Com m ander

,
are spu rious, void , and of no effect , unless

issued by som e Deputy , in his capac ity as such , to be hereafter appointed and

nam ed in orders.

Be it further known ,
that , by the power vested in m e as Sovs . Grand Com

m ander of the Suprem e Council of the Northern Jurisdiction of the U . S. A . .

and as contained in the Constitution of our I l lustrious O rder, I hereby reca l l
and revoke the exequator of the said K . H . VAN RENSSELAER as Deputy for

any portion of the Northern Jurisdiction of the United Sta tes.

All dues and revenues to the Suprem e Council of the Northern Jurisd iction
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been regularly instal led in their severa l stations , and are now Active Mem bers
of this Body, according to the Constitu tion. W e have still one or two vacan
cies

,
which you wil l take m easures to fill at the proper t im e.

I t becom es m y painfu l du ty to refer to the unm asonic conduct of certain

persons, whose d isorderly doings have d ishonored our institu tion . I trust

you wil l bear wi th m e in the re lation of a narrative that involves a course of

proceedings wh ich every roya l m ason
,
of whatever degree

,
m ust reprehend as

at war with every princip le of our tim e-h onored fratern ity . F or your in
form ation , and as form ing a basis of op inions which I shal l express , as to

m easures proper to be pursued in the present exigency
,
I w il l endeavor to

lay before you the principle facts in the order of their occurrence . The

course of condu ct wh ich the late Grand Secretary Genera l has seen fit to

pu rsue , by w ithhold ing from m e
,
for the last two years

,
all ofiicial docum ents

addressed to the Suprem e Council , or to him as Secretary
,
and intended for

m y action or that of the Coun cil , has involved m e in a seem ing neglect of

duty , and has been a frui tfu l source of com p lain t from other Mason ic Bodies ,

whose com m un ications
,
however im portant , rem ained unanswered . This state

of th ings
,
has , natu rally enough , led to the charge of neglect of the du ties of

m y ofii ce
,
and indifference to the genera l in terests of the institu tion at whose

head I have been p laced . I regret further to say that we have had no book
of records since the Council has been located in th is city . I t has been the
p ractice of the Secretary

,
from m em oranda

,
to prin t , som e tim e during the

year
,
and com m on ly towards the close , an accoun t of th e proceed ings in

pam phlet form . I was not aware of th is neglect un ti l within the last two
years , when I gave great ofi

'

ence by som e rem arks m ade relat ive to this

subject .

The doings of th e ann ual m eeting
,
held in May last , were published ear ly

in the Au tum n
,
together w ith other m atters h aving no connection with this

Suprem e Coun cil , bu t purporting to be the proceedings of a Body O f m asons

call ing them selv es a Suprem e Council
,
m eeting and acting withou t au thority

,

and in derogation O f the laws , u sag es and constitu tions of the O rder . These

p roceedings were p rinted and clandestinely circu lated in distant parts of ou r

jurisd iction ,
for weeks and months

,
before they were allowed to see the light

in this part of the jurisdiction .

Abou t the m iddle of Decem ber
,
hav ing learned that a pam phlet had been

published purporting to be the Proceedings of the Suprem e Council
,
and Circu

lated th rough the W estern States , I im m ed iate ly took m easures to procure a

copy of the sam e
,
bu t withou t success. I t m ust strike all upright m asons,

and all honest m en
,
as a very extraordinary circum stance , that the first infor

m ation which the Com m ander of the Suprem e Counci l had in regard to the
printed proceedin c s : f the Annual Meeting, at which h e presided , shou ld
com e to him from a Brother O f a di stan t State ; that wh ile Brethren in O h io
and other rem ote Sta tes were l iberally supp l ied w ith Copies printed in Massa
c hu se tts

,
the presiding officer , residing in Boston ,

knew noth ing of the existence
oi fi li '

f‘h a docum ent ; so successful had been the effort of the Secretary Gen
eral to conceal th is fact from his knowledge . The answer of the Secretary
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to the Brother who appl ied to him for a copy was, that the proceedings
had not been publ ished. This reply was repeated m ore than Once , and as

often as the appl ication was m ade . At length , on the 2 0 th of Decem ber, a

copy was forwarded to Boston from a W estern State . The Secretary Gen
era l

, when final ly confronted by a Brother who had this copy in his pocket,
and after having again den ied that these proceedings had been published ,
perm itted the pam phlet to see the l ight at the Grand East, after it had been cir

cu lated at the West for several months . To shield this m ost dishonorable
transaction from exposure , by wh ich the base p lans of the conspirators wou ld
have been defeated , these proceedings were not entrusted to Brother Turn s

to print , who has done the printing for the Suprem e Counci l for the last ten
years, and who has been printer for the Grand Lodge of Massachu setts for

nearly a quarter of a century but they were tak en to a p lace in the neighbor
hood of Boston

,
and were there privately printed , and as privately concealed

from the knowledge of the officers and m em bers of the Suprem e Counci l in
th is vicin ity .

W hen a copy was finally obta ined , the reason for such clandestine proceed
ings , so at var iance with the open , straightforward , and m anly course of all

honorable and high-m inded m en
,
was at once apparent. Th is pam ph let, pur

porting to be the proceedings of the annua l m eeting of the Suprem e Council

and Consistory , together with the proceedings of a special m eeting holden in
August last , was so im perfect and unfair , (to use no stronger term s

,) was

gotten u p so evidently with a. purpose to
'

m islead the brethren into whose
hands it shou ld com e ; and so barefaced were the m isrepresentations , and so

easily confu ted , that the persons engaged in publ ish ing it v irtual ly confess,

by the secrecy of their actions, that the ir on ly hope of success was in keeping
the m atter from the knowledge of the Suprem e Counci l until the falsehood
had im parted its poison , efiectually , at a d istance.

Th is pam ph let contained ,
m oreover , the doings of a body of m en who

assem bled together after the Counci l had been constitu tional ly closed by m e .

The as sem bl ing of th is body of m en
,
wh ich they had the presum ption to

ca ll a Counci l and a Consistory, was in open v iolation of the Constitu tion ,
and

of the obl igations which every one of them had solem n ly tak en . The m en

engaged in this foul conspiracy to overthrow the institu tion wh ich they had
professed to love and honor, knew bu t too wel l that their rebel l iou s doings
wou ld not stand the search ing test of honest truth and m ason ic usage in day
light , and hence their hot haste to send off the flam ing falsehood on its

m ission of m isch ief as clandestinely as possible .

The m ore profound the gu il ty secret, and the longer the interval between
its issu e and its exposure , the deeper its im press ion and the m ore difficu lt the
task of eradicating it .

And before proceeding to a m ore specific statem ent of facts in confu tation
of these publ ished statem ents , I wou ld rem ark in m ore general term s , if all

these doings were honest and above board
,
why court darkness rather than

l ight — why not trust the Brother who has always done our printing — why

send it to the Western States before circu lating it in Massachusetts —why

persist in denying that it had been published at all , when it had been already
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in circu lation for m onths" I s th is Masonic —is th is the course of ingenuous
m en

,
who are engaged in doing that which is lawful and right i

— or is this

prec
isely th e cou rse of p ersons who are consciou s that they are doing that

which is not righ t , and that wh ich wil l not bear the ligh t of open investi
gation .

I have caused the proceed ings of the A nnu al Meeting
,
together w ith the

d oings of the Special m eeting held in August, to be pu blished ,
w ith copies of

wh ich you wil l be furnished . In addition to what you wi l l find there recorded ,
I wil l state a few facts wh ich shou ld be known ,

in order to a fu l l understanding
of the Whole and a proper appreciation of the m erits of the controversy.

Previou s to the Annua l Meeting in 1 860 , ou r la te I ll . nand lam ented Bron .

R . P. DUNLAP was rem oved from his sphere of usefu lness on earth . H is

body was hardly cold in hi s grave ere I rece ived an application from K . H .

VAN RENSSELAER , soli citing m e to appoint h im to the office of Lieut .

-
.Com

m ander
,
m ade vacant by the death of As you m ay well

suppose , I was disgusted at such an exhibition of indecent haste
,
indicating

as it did the want of that m odesty wh ich is ever the com pan ion of tru e m erit,
Th is act shows p lain ly the u t ter absence of the very first qu al ification for an

office of such dignity : and had there been no other objection , I shou ld have
long hesitated before conferring the appointm en t on him ; but there were

other objections , wh ich , in m y judgm ent
,
were sufficient

,
bu t I wil l not here

nam e them .

Mortified and chagrined by the wounded pride of disappointed am bition
,

h e sought to obtain by u surpation what he had failed to reach in a lega l and
cons titu tional way . W ith the aid of other m en

,
he has sough t (and at this

tim e ,
no doubt , feels that he has succeeded)to overthrow th is Counci l and to

e rect another upon its ru ins.

A t the Annual Meeting in May of last year the p lot was form ed ; then and

there rank rebe llion raised its ha tefu l h ead for the first t im e in our Suprem e

C ouncil . In the doings of that session there were strong indicat ions of in sub
o rdination . K nowing fu l l we l l the character of som e indiv idu a ls who were
e ngaged in th is work , I determ ined to guard

,
and ,

if possible , preserve , the
h onor and integr ity of the Council at every point . Hence I deem ed it m y

d u ty
, as su rely as it was m y prerogative , to insist u pon a du e observance of the

Constitu tion
,
and to suffer no encroachm ents u pon the rights of the Chair,

e special ly on the part of those who were not Active Mem bers of the Counci l .

The bu siness of the Annu al Session having b een fin ish ed , the Council was

c losed w ithou t further em barrassm ent .

In August fol lowing
,
a Special m eeting of the Council was ca lled to consider

c ertain charges wh ich had been preferred against AN DRES CASSARD . These

charges h aving been fu l ly su stained , he was exp e l led , and the Secretary
G eneral was d irected to give notice of the fact to all other Bodies of the

Ancient and Accepted R ite. O n the day fol lowing (K . H . VAN RENSSELAER

h aving arr ived) an attem pt was m ade to re-instate this expel led m ason by
sim p le resolu tion . Th is m otion was so m anifestly a palpable violation of

m ason ic pri nciples and obligations, that it was declared ou t of order , and the

Chair refused to entertain it . A com m unication from CASSARD was then
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I t appears from their printed proceedings that this spurious Body , cal ling
them selves a Suprem e Council , adjourned to m eet on the fifteenth day of

May ,
1 861 , (or at least so says the second edition of their printed Proceedings ,

the first edi tion not nam ing any tim e
,) the Annual Meeting of the Suprem e

Council of the Northern Ju risdiction having been fixed by that Body to be
held on the third Tuesday in May , which the present year was on the

twenty-first day of May ; they therefore he ld their m eeting six days before
the Annua l Meeting of the Suprem e Council

,
bu t for what object I w il l not

undertake to say , nor by whom it was called ; certain ly not by the Grand Com
m ander, nor by his order . And who e lse possessed the power to cal l a m eeting
of the Suprem e Council , he not having (in the words of the Constitution)
resigned

,
died

,
or rem oved ou t of the ju risdiction " Let any one answer who

h as studied the Constitu tions of 1 786 , which we have sworn to obey and be

governed by .

But thi s m eeting of th eirs was irregu lar
,
spurious and unconstitu tional

,

both as to the tim e
,
the au thority for cal ling it

,
and as to the bu siness trans

acted . I t wi l l not and cann ot be recognized by any good and tru e m ason of

the Ancient and Accepted Rite who regards h is obligation .

I t m ay be asked , what object had they in anticipating the m eeting of the

Suprem e Council " To m is lead and dece ive the brethren by assum ing to be
the regular and const itu tional Suprem e Council . By m eeting a week earlier

,

and m ak ing a great disp lay on paper , they wou ld be likely to deceive som e

honest brethren ,
who m ight take the spurious for the regu lar

,
the counterfeit

for the genu ine. I t was a part of th e p lot ; it was in the program m e
,
and

m ust be carr ied ou t.

During the session of the insurgents, I was repeatedly im portuned to attend

their conclave . The Hon . W . B. HUBBARD
,
of O hio, several tim es urged m e

to go w ith him to their assem bly ; th is I declined in the m ost positive term s.

Bron.HUBBARD was exceed ingly anxiou s to effect a reconcil iation . I assured

h im
,
in words both p la in and positive , that the only reconciliation that cou ld

be effected was in the un conditiona l surrender of th e u surpers, and their loyal
a l legiance to th e au thority of the Suprem e Counci l.
Bros . HUBBAR D assu red m e that he attended th eir m eeting on ly for the

purpose of u sing his influence to bring abou t a reconcil iation ; and I under

stood him to say that he shou ld take no part in the proceedings except with
a view to this end . F a iling to effect this object, he left the city , on hi s return
hom e , before the session had closed . O n leaving

,
he addressed a note to m e

,

regretting his disappointm ent
,
and declaring that h e did not expect ever again

to m eet any of his brethren in Suprem e Council on earth ; and I bel ieve he
m eant precisely what he said .

After Bros . HUBBARD had gone
,
these m en proceeded to elect him to the

office of Com m ander. The reason for their doing th is is p lain ;
they fe lt the need of the contribu tion to their cau se of the cap ita l wh ich the

publ ication of such an election m ight possibly bring , and therefore they
e lected him after he had gone

,
and , consequently, cou ld not decl ine whi le they

were in sessm n.

W hen these m en assem bled together for the exercise of powers which had
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never been conferred on them ; arrogating dignities which d id not belong to
them ; intending to overthrow an Institution which had once honored them ;

in v iolation of their obligations , what did they do" Am ong the very first

th ings which m arked their reckless and revolutionary proceedings, was the
restoration of ANDRES CASSARD ,

a m an who had been expelled by th is Suprem e
C ouncil , and by the Master Mason

'

s Lodge , of which he was a m em ber. This
was in perfect character with their doings ; what else could have been
e xpected from a body of m en m et for a purpose so purely unm asonic, so

subversive of the first and foundation princip les of our ancient O rder " W hy
should they not take h im to the ir hearts, although he had been expel led from
the Lodge , and also from th e regular and constitutional Suprem e Council " He

m ight yet be proper m aterial for a spurious and i l legal Body. O n such a

foundation
,
it is by no m eans extraordinary that such m aterial m ight be

wrough t into the superstructure . O f the character of this spuriou s Body we
need say nothing m ore. There they are let the m asonic world look at them

and pronounce upon their work .

W e next see them increas ing the num ber of Active Mem bers and lavish ly
bestowing the th irty-th ird degree.

The Constitu tion , as it cam e from F REDER ICK , the founder of the O rder

in its present form , perm itted that there shou ld be but two Suprem e Councils
in th is country , and that each of these Councils shou ld consist of no m ore

than NINE m em bers. He m ade th is a p er manent feature of the O rder. This
l im itation was one of its distingu ish ing characteristics . W ith th is striking
pecu l iarity incorporated into its Constitu tion,

it has been transm itted to us,

without any power to change this fundam ental principle.

It m ay be expected of m e that I shou ld say a word or two tou ch ing the
constitu tional aspect of this flagrant act of rebe l lious secession .

I t is wel l known to you that the th irty-third and last , or governing degree ,
as we l l as the Suprem e Counci l itself, was establ ished by F REDERI CK II .

,

K ing of Prussia , just before hi s death ,
in 1 786, and the Constitu tions, as

revised by him
,
which we are all bound-to support and m aintain , perm it bu t

two Councils in the Un ited States of Am erica. In the year 1 80 1 , a Suprem e
Counci l was du ly establ ished in Char leston ,

S. C. In the year 1 81 3, a Su prem e

Counci l was du ly and legal ly establ ished in the city of New York for the

Northern Jurisdiction . Gov . D . D . TOMPKI NS
,
RICHARD BIK ER , SAMSON SIMPSON

and J. J. J. GovauAs, were am ong its principal officers. Subsequent ly ,
Bron . J. J. J. GOURGAS becam e its regu lar and Constitutional Grand Com m an

der
,
and continued to govern that Body for a num ber of years , when he

resigned , and Ill.nBro. GI LES F .YATES succeeded him by virtue of hi s previous
appointm ent as Lieut .-G rand Comm ander .

I received the appointm ent of LieutmGrand Comm ander from Bro .

-
.YA-rss ;

and on his retiring from office A . D . 1 851
,
I succeeded to the office of Sov .

Grand Com m ander, in accordance with the provisions and requ irem ents of

the Constitut ion, and was du ly insta lled by him ; wh ich ofiice I now hold , and

have he ld for the last ten years . O n m y return from Europe , in 1 859 , I m ad e

arrangem ents with the Com m ander, Ex
-Governor R . P.

DUNLAP , to vacate the station I then fil led
,
and to instal l him as m y successor,
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in accordance with the provision of the Constitution . In ten days from that

tim e
,
and before the contem p lated arrangem ent was consum m ated , I received

notice of h is death . During the sam e year , the spirit of our Ill . . and well

beloved Past Grand Comm ander G. F . YATI-zs was sum m oned to another and ,

I trust, a better world . At abou t the sam e tim e , it was ascertained that I l ls .

Bros .

-
.Gu .nAN and YO UNG were perm anent ly ou t of the jurisdiction . Thus ,

w ithin a. few m onths, the Suprem e Coun cil was deprived of the valuable
services of four highly respected m em bers ; and the Grand Com m ander was

then in a very feeble state of health. I t was under these c ircum stances that

the plot was form ed which has recently been developed .

In the interpretation and applicat ion of the Constitu t ion
,
it is to be hom e

in m ind that this is not
,
and was never designed to be , a popu lar branch of

F reem asonry . I t or iginated with a m onarch ,
— it was exc lus ive in its begin

ning— its founder m ade it so by the laws which h e orda ined he intended to

keep it so ; th is was to b e a m arked feature
,
in con trast with those forms of

F reem asonry which are intentional ly popu lar , and hence , in th e ir general
prInciples , readily adapted to the spirit of the age in a republ ican form of

goverm ent . To undertake , therefore , to popu larize th is Institu t ion ,
and to

adapt it to the state of th ings as they ch ance to be to-day in a great Republic.
is to divest it not only of a ch ief exce l lence , but to rob it of its m ost d istin

gnishing feature . W e have the dem ocracy of F reem asonry . in the fu l lest

m easu re , in the first three degrees. This has its advantages and i ts disad

vantages. So here we have the h ighest form of the aristocracy of F reema
sonry. If there b e d isadvan tages attending su ch exclusiveness. there are

certain ly in this age , when liberty is so rap id ly degenerat ing into l icent ious
ness , no sm all ad vantages attendant upon th is e levated qu ality , wh ich par

takes so large ly of the m onarchica l and so sl ightly of the dem ocra tic e lem ent ;

but whether wise or not , we ll ad apted or ill-adapted , to th is country and to

th is ag e , here it is .

This is its design and purpose. W e have rece ived it
,
and as we have

rece ived it
,
we are bound to transm it -it . If those who have been adm itted to

its pale do not l ike its p rincip les , they are at liberty to retire from its organi
zation and m ake room for others . And when the peop le have becom e so

dem ocratic in the ir civil
,
social and m asonic ideas as not to tole rate this society,

it will have no office to perform ,
and wi ll very properly die of itse lf. I hold ,

therefore , that if continued at all , it should be by a strict adh erence to its

Consti tution , in the m aintenance of the pecul iar features im pressed upon it

by its founder. To understand m y position as th e lawfu l Com

m ander of the Suprem e Counci l for the Northern Jurisdiction of the Uni ted
State s , it m ay be necessary to ca l l your attention to that provision of the

Constitution , by wh ich the Com m ander received h is au thor ity,
and the tenu re by wh ich he hold s it, and the m ode by which he is required
to transm it it.

The third art icle of the Cons t itution of 1 786 , under which we act , provides,
in case of death, resignation ,

or absence from country , not to return,
of th e

Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander, the Lieu t.-.Grand Com m ander shall succeed to the

first office , and shall appoint from am ong the Inspectors General his Lieu t. ;
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if such be his will and pleasure . Th is is precisely what I did . I closed the

Council , because the regular business had been disposed of, and because , in
m y

j udgm ent , the peace and harm ony and we lfare of the Institution wou ld
thu s be m ost eff ectually preserved .

After the Council was thus lawfu l ly c losed , a person , who was not a m em

ber, arose and in m y very face appointed a m eeting of the Council at four
o

’

clock, p . M . In conform ity with that unauthorized and disorderly notice , a

m eeting was held , wh ich continued its sessions for several days. And these

m en had the effrontery to publish their revolu tionary doings, at th ese m eet

ings , as a p art of the p roceedings of the Sup reme Council. I s there an in telligent
m ason of any grade who wil l not pronounce su ch proceedings u tterly void of

the shadow of authority , entire ly dgstitu te of m asonic p rinciple and usage ,

and deserving the condem nation of every m em ber of the fraternity and lover
of law and union " W ou ld such conduct b e tolerated in a Lodge, or in Grand

Lodge
" Suppose a Master to close his Lodge legally and properly and sup

pose , before he left the p latform ,
a m ason present , bu t not a m em ber

, shou ld
give notice that a t four o

'

clock in the afternoon of that day or the nex t
,
the

Lodge wou ld m eet in that p lace . Suppose the Master and loyal officers and
m em bers take no notice of this announcem en t ; bu t the Secretary and sundry
v isiting Brethren get together at the appointed tim e , cal l their conclave a

regu lar com m un ication
,
transact business

, pass votes recom m ending that the

Master be deposed , and
,
at the adjou rnm ent of the m eeting , som e m onths

afterwards
,
enact the solem n m ockery of voting to depose him . W ou ld not

such proceedings be universally regarded as clandestine" and wou ld not all

who were engaged in them be held liable to discip l ine and to expu lsion from
the benefits of m asonry, for a v iolation of its laws , and the ir own obl igations "
O r suppose a Grand Lodge had .been thus legally and constitu tionally c losed
by its Grand Master ; and , before he left the p latform ,

a v isiting Brother

shou ld announce that at fou r o
'

clock in the afternoon there wou ld b e a m eet

ing of the Grand Lodge . The Grand Master and W ardens and m ost of the

m em bers go hom e . At fou r o
’
c lock, the Grand Secretary and a few v isitors

assem ble
,
and proceed to do business for sev eral days in succession

,
expre ss

an op inion by form al vote that th e Grand Master ought to b e deposed , record

and publish the ir doings as a p art of the p roceedings of the Grand Lodge, and

send a printed copy of their spu rious proceedings to every other Grand Lodge

in the country , m onths before they perm itted them to be seen near hom e . To

cap the cl im ax , suppose , at an adjourned m eeting ,
they pass a vote to depose

the Grand Master
, and p roceed to e lect a successor . W hat action do you

think the Grand Lodge wou ld take in the prem ises" Su ch, I ventu re to say,

as wou ld place these turbu lent m en in a position where they wou ld endure to

the end of their lives , the proper fru it of their doings , un less they shou ld
secure the favor wh ich they had just ly forfeited , by a hum ble confession of

their crim es and sincere prom ises of am endm ent.

Although there m ay be no universal law nor any essentia l fundam enta l
princip le , which absolu tely forbids the m u ltip lication of Grand Lodges , yet

their increase in such a revolu tionary m anner is u niversal ly reprobated as

W rong , and subversive of the principles and benefits of the Institu tion . Bu t
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in regard to the Suprem e Counci l , the case is stil l stronger. There is a prin

ciple incorporated into its very constitu tion which absolutely prohibits the
m u ltip lication of Councils. There can be but two in the United States of

Am erica ; and there can be but one in the Northern Jurisdiction. All beyond
that num ber are necessari ly spurious ; and e very effort to increase the num ber

is essentia lly, inherently , and constitutional ly wrong , and of no legal effect
Yet , according to the princip les on which the seceders from the Suprem e

Council have conducted , the num ber of such bodies m ay be indefinite ly ih
creased . Some of their own associates m ight next year m eet by them selves,
d epose their Comm ander, and establish a new Council and so on , ad infinitum '

in open v iolation of the fundam ental principles of the Constitu tion .

This spurious body, organized in the m anner which I have indicated , he ld a

conclave in this city during the last week , agreeably to a Constitu tion which

they had fram ed and adopted . This m eeting , of course , 1 did not attend
,

though notified , because it was unau thor ized . O f this m eeting I have to say ,

general ly , that it was really no m ore nor less than an adjournm ent of the

disorderly m eeting in August, which has a lready been described ; and all its

proceedings m ust be regarded as equally spurious and void. If the first m eeting

was i llegal , all the successive stages of its proceedings are vitiated by the

sam e taint. An il lega l body cannot legalize itself by an adjournm ent
,
either

by a sim p le vote or through the form of a Constitution illegal ly adopted .

Reg ard less, however, of this perfectly obvious fact , the spurious body assem

bled
,
and assum ed to perform the functions of a Suprem e Council . O n

Sunday evening I received a note
,
which was left at m y residence during m y

absence on Saturday evening , sum m oning m e to appear before them on

Monday m orning for trial , bu t for what Specific offense it wou ld be difficu lt to
dete rm ine. W ithou t discussing the qu estion whether a Grand Com m ander

m ay be lawfu lly tried and deposed by the m em bers of his own Counci l , it is
sufficien t to say that I did not recognize the au thority of those persons , and

that I paid no attention to their sum m ons. Although they had no m ore

authority than any other equal num ber of m en in the United States to sit in

judgm ent upon m e, in m y indiv idu al or officia l capacity , yet it appears that
they proceeded with an a: panic trial and voted to depose m e. W hile I deny
the legali ty of their proceedings, and protest against them as u tte rly uncon

stitu tional and void
, I do not regard it as any disparagem ent of m y m asonic

character that they shou ld official ly declare that I have no connection with

their spurious body . Having voted to depose m e
,
they proceeded to elect a

new Grand Com m ander. In so doing , they overlooked or disregarded two

im portant circum stances. The Constitu tion does not perm it the election of a

Grand Com m ander. Moreover, up to the tim e of the pretended trial , they
recogn ized m e as the Sov . : Grand Com m ander of the Suprem e Council . As

such ,
they notified m e of the m eeting ; as such ,

they sum m oned m e to appear

for tria l ; as such , they voted to depose m e . Such recognition was a v irtual

adm iss ion of an unquestionable fact
,
that all m y previous acts, perform ed

agreeably to the Constitution , were legal and binding . Am ong the consti

tutional acts thus perform ed by m e was the appointm ent of W .

Bon use s as Lieut .-G rand Com m ander. Long before I was summ oned for



0 0 ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED RITE,
a nd

tria l
,
I had appointed and installed him into that dignified office ,

in str ict

Com pliance with the prov ision in the Consti tution heretofore quoted. So

that if I were actual ly rem oved from odios by their vote or by any other

m eans , l ll.-.Bro.

-
.Rosm sos wou ld now be the lega l Sov -Grand Com m ander

o f the Suprem e Grand Coun cil , and no other person has a right to u surp his

au thority .

I now take m y leav e of these disorganizers , and com m end th em and th eir

ac ts to the judgm ent of the Frate rnity throughout the world . Before closing
m y rem arks

,
however , in justice to m yself and to the inte rests of this Institu

t ion ,
I W ish to say ,

that if the Brethren with W hom I am associated in this

Suprem e Council have any com plaints in regard to m y adm in is tra tion
,
I shal l

e ver be wil ling to listen to them with the m ost frate rnal and respectful con

sideration ; and I p ledge m y best endeavors to redress an y grievances which

I m ay be conv inced are hindering the success of the O rder . And shou ld we
be unable to agree , I shall be ready to l isten to the advice of wiser Brethren

to whom we m ay m u tual ly refer our d ifferences. I am too far advanced in

life
,
and have shared too largely the honors of h eem asonry , to be am bitious ly

tenacious of office and I shall be m ore ready to surrender m y au thority than

I was to receiv e it
,
when ev er the in te rests of the Institu tion m ay be thu s

advanced .

The Com m ittee appoin ted at the las t An nual Meeting of the Suprem e

Coun cil to revise the Statu tes and General Regulat ions , have attended to that

duty , and wil l lay their report before you .

I have received a petition for a dispensation to open and form a Consistory

Boston , and shal l recom m end that it be granted .

I sh al l b e happy to co-operate wi th the Suprem e Grand Council and the

Sov .

-
.Grand Consistory in dev ising m eas ures for rendering ou r O rder m ore

act ive and efficient
,
and shall cheerfu lly second energe tic efforts to secure

that. desirable resu lt.
The Com m i tte e on the Com m ander

’

s

Ad dre ss reporte d a
“ Letter of Cau tion

,

”

which was adopted ;
and it was
R esolved

,
That the Suprem e Grand Council be requ este d to adop t the sam e

,

and to send a copy to every Body and Depu ty in this ju risdiction ,
to W it

Whereas, This Suprem e Gr .

-
.Coun cil has learned with regret that Brethren

form erly acting under its jurisdiction have prov ed recreant to their obliga
tions , and uni ted them selves together for the purpose of endeavoring to usurp
the prerogatives of this Suprem e Grand Coun cil

,
whi ch has been for a long

tim e
,
and stil l is , the on ly lega l and acknowledged Head of the Ancient an d

Accepted Scottish Ri te for the N orthern Jurisdi ction of the United States of

Am erica ; and fearing that som e of the loyal Brethren residing in this juris
d iction may be deceived by the false representations and m isstatem ents of

the Brethren attached to the said il legal and unm asonic organization ; th is

Suprem e Grand Coun cil has determ ined to issue this Letter of Caution ,
warn

in g al l loyal Brethren not to visit any Lodge , Council . Chapter or Consistory ,

within this jur isdiction ,
nor to hold m ason ic intercourse w ith any Brethren of
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of our Ven. Past Grand Com m r.
,
Gourgas and Raym ond , have been great .

Bro. Gourgas has becom e aged and alm ost disgusted with the world , cau sed by
the Anti-Masonic excitem ent

,
and the treachery of those he deem ed friends

and Brothers , and by the continued ef orie of the Cerneau p arty
" in N ew York .

F ee ling as if al l were unworthy , he did all in his power to cripp le us , and

re tard the progress of the Rite . The continued grum bling of Bro. Raym ond

and our Boston friends , at the doings of Bro. Gourgas , and the prom ise , if they

had the power , everything should be done for the welfare and Spread of the

Rite , induced us to effect a change in the governm ent of the Council . Bros.

Christie , Yates , and self, res igned our official stations as O fficers of the Sup .

Council , retaining our seats as m em bers thereof. O ur action cau sed also Bro.

Gourgas to resign , and the post fel l to Bro. Raym ond . The change has been
from bad to alm ost total ruin . Bro . Raym ond has

,
and wou ld continue to

enjoy , the honors , bu t has ever been unwi lling , or u nable , to fu lfil l the m any

duties of his high sta tion . If decrees or resolu tions have been passed by the

Council
,
they have not been carried into effect . The reason for his not doing

so, has been sickness , or the wan t of tim e to attend to the du ty. The Bodies

of the R ite have , year after year, prayed the Suprem e Council for som e Rules

and Re gulations for their governm en t. The m atter has been delayed to “

give

Bro. Raymond time to exam ine the old Constitutions .

"

Finding revolu tion would be

the resul t of further delay , he requ ested m e to prepare a ful l Code of Laws for
the Government Qf the Sup reme Council , andfor the Bodies under it, and report at the

May Meeting Qf
'

1 860 .

I consu lted the old m em bers of th e Council , and of the O rder , and Bro. Moore

(one of the Comm i ttee), and subm itted the m atter to Bro . Raym ond at that

m eeting . He then inform ed m e he was not ready to report , as he wished to

exam ine the O ld Consti tu tions, and claim ing the right as Chairm an to with

hold the Report . Bro. Moore and self being a m ajori ty of the Com m ittee
,

determ ined to m ake the report ; to prevent our doing so, the M . P. Grand

Com m ander wou ld not open the Council .
Previou s to the rem oval of the Council to Boston ,

they passed an order for

the organization of a Sov . Cons . of Sub . B. of the R . S. Bro . Ra ym ond
, upon

taking his seat as M . P. Sov . Gr . Com .
,
wou ld not perm it i ts organization . In

p lace of it
, he resolv ed the Sup . Council into a Sov . Consistory ,

and invi ted

the bodies of the Jurisdicti on to send three delegate s to it , the M . P. Gr. Comm .

and officers of th e Sup . Council , p residing thereat. In that irregu lar and uncon

stitu tional body ,
w ithou t form , Rul es , or Regu lations , we transacted our busi

n ess. and conferred degrees , etc. In May , 1 860 , our Princes of the R . S . were

in open revolt
,
and ready for rebellion ,

unl ess som eth ing was done for them .

A m ajority of the Sup . Council took the m atter in hand
,
and carried a resolu

tion for the im m ediate organization of a Sov . Cons. of Sub . Pr . of the R . S.
, wi th

power to elect its own ofiicers . The Princes present g lad ly accepted th e order,

and organized as su ch by electing E. T. Carson
, of Cincinnati , as President

The Sup . Council were cal led upon to approve of the doings of the Sov . Consis

tory, which was necessary to m ak e their work valid . Bro . Raym ond refused to

take action in the m atter
,
by it kil ling the organization of the Cons istory .

That Sovereign Consistory had no power given to it that wou ld in any way
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interfere with the Sup . Council . Bro Raym ond claim s to act, and walk , in all
cases , by the old Constitu tions , which ,

he says , gives him absolute power to ru le
— that he (not the Sup . Council) 1 epresents F rederick ofPrussia , with Sovereign

power , to make, or unmake , or elevate those he m ay want , to the high grades of
32 d and 33d degrees, withou t any action of the Sup . Council

, with power to

open and c lose the Council at p leasure ; cut ofi
'

the m em bers of the Sup .

Council if he deem s it advisable so to do ; rem ove its officers and fill their

p laces .

Yours very tru ly and fraternal ly , &c .
,

K . H. VAN RENSSELAER .

This Letter of ILL . BRO . K . H . VAN RENSSELAER
, gives a

fuller view of the cau se s of the dissen sion in the Gourga s
Council than anything we cou ld give relating to it.

The R ecord of the Suprem e Coun cil, known as the

Cerneau-Haye s
”

Coun cil , whose Grand East was at New

York
,
will now be taken u p .

Notwith standing the fierce and persistent opposition prac
ticed by the Sup . Gr . Council of the Sou thern M ason ic
Ju risdiction again st it in the way of Ed icts

,
D enuncia tion s

,

and O fficial Addre sse s , in which the body itself was de clared
to be Spu riou s

,
I llegitim ate , e tc .

, the Council had been con

tinu ed ' in a peacefu l and orderly m anner
,
vastly increasing

its influ ence
,
its m em bership , and its subordinate bodie s in

the difi
'

erent State s , to th e aston ishm ent of those who had
taken so m u ch pain s to be li ttle its m em bers

, and prejudice
the M ason ic world again st its au thenticity. W ithin a year
or two previou s to this date

,
its M . P . Sov . Gr. Com m ander

,

HENRY C. ATWO O D
,
had been rem oved by death , and had

nam ed his su cces sor
,
under date of M ay 1 4, 1 858, in the

per son of ILL. BRO . EDMUND B. HAYES
,
then I ll. L ieu t. Gr.

Com m ander . At the pre sent m ee ting , O ctober l st, 1 860 , the
docum ent was read

,
acknowledged , ordered to be endorsed

u pon the back , and signed by e ach m em ber of the Suprem e

Council , and a copy of the sam e
,
with the endorsem ent,

in serted in full in the records of the Sup . Gr. Council.



2 4 ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED RITE,

P R O C E E D I N G S

1 8 6 0 .

F rom the East of the Suprem e Grand Council of the Most Pu is

sant Sovereign Grand Insp ectors General of the thirty
-third

and las t degree for the Ancient and fl ccep ted Scottish

R ite of F reem asonryfor the N or thern Jurisdiction

of the Western Hem ispher e.

V A L L E Y O F N E W Y O R K ,

Under the the an swering 40
°
42

'

40 N . L .

and 2
°
51

'

0 E . L .
,
M eridian of W ashington City .

At our Grand Council Cham ber, a Sacred Asylum , where re igns

UNIO N CONTENTMENT W I SDOM .

The Suprem e Grand Council of Sovereign Grand In spector s
General O f the thirty-third and last degree was O pened with
the u su al cerem oni e s , this the fifteenth day of the

'

seventh

m ason ic m onth called Tishri
,
Anno Hebra ico

,
562 1

,
An no

Lu cis 5860 , Anno Dis . 2 390 , Anno O rd . 742 , answering to
the first day of O ctober , 5860 , and of the Christian Era one

thou sand e ight hundred and sixty .

O n m otion , the re ad ing of the Tribune of the last m eeting
of this Su prem e Coun cil was dispen sed. with .

The appointm ent of ou r Com m ander,
Thrice B. HAYES , to the office of

Com m ander of this Sup rem e Grand Council ,
by our late Com m ander

,

HENRY C. ATW O O D
,
was re ad and ackn owledged , and ordered

to be endorsed on the back and signed by each m em ber
of the Suprem e Council, and a O opy of the sam e and the

endorsem ent in serted in full in the Tribune of the Suprem e
Grand Coun cil .
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mander of the Suprem e Grand Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the

Western Hem isphere , sitting in the Valley of N ew York, and hereby tender
to him ,

as such , our hom ag e and obedience to all his legal edicts and com

m ands .

Done at our Grand East in the Valley of New York , this , the twenty-first
day of the seventh m asonic m onth called Tishri , 562 1 , corresponding to the

E. V. the eighth day of O ctober, 1 860 .

I ll Lieutenant Grand Cbmmander.

GEO . L. O SBO RNE
,

Grand Chancellor , Grand Secretary General of the R E .

33 0
,

Grand O rator, Minister of Std e.
ROBERT E. ROBERTS ,

Grand Treasurer.

Grand K eep er of Seals.

HOPK IN S THOMPSON ,

Grand Sta ndard Bearer.

Grand Cap tain of Guard.

O n m otion , the next m eeting of this Suprem e Grand
Coun cil was ordered to be he ld on Monday evening next,
O ctober 8, 1 860 .

No other bu sine ss app e aring, the Grand Coun cil was
closed by the m ysteriou s num bers .

GEO RGE L . O SBO RNE ,

S .

-
.p .
-
.E .

EDMUND B. HAYES
, 33

°

-rand Commander.

M O NDAY, O ctober 8, 1 860 .

The Suprem e Grand Coun cil of Sovereign Grand In

spectors General O f the thi rty—third and last degree was
O pened with the u sual cerem onie s

,
this

, the twenty-second
day O f the seventh m ason ic m onth called Ti shri, A. H . 562 1 ,
A. L. 5860 , A. D . 2 390 , A. 0 . 742 , answering to the eighth day
of O ctober , 5860 , and of the Christian Era, one thousand
eight hundred and sixty.
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O n m otion ,
the reading of the Tribune of the last m eeting

was dispen sed with .

O n m otion ,

Resolved , That the G .

-
.C.

°

.G .

'

.S.

-
.H. em powered to procure a

suitable book to contain the records of this Grand Council , and such stationery

as he m ay from tim e to tim e deem necessary .

Resolved, That he be directed to draft su itable resolutions to be presented

to the widow of ou r late Com m ander HENRY C. ATWO O D ,

expressive of the feelings of this Grand Council , to be signed by him self and
the Com m ander, and a copy of the sam e endorsed in fu l l
in the Tribune of this Body.

Resolved
,
That the G .

'

.O .

-
.T. directed to send a notice

of the death of our late Com m ander, HENRY C . ATW O O D
,

and of the appointm ent of his successor to the sam e odi oe, our

EDMUND B. HAYES , to each and every Suprem e Grand Council of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors General throughou t the world .

Resolved
,
That each and every O fficer of this Suprem e Grand Coun cil , sub

scribe the sum of five dol lars to defray tem porary expenses .

Resolved
,
That a Com m ittee of Three be appointed to prepare and pub lish a

correct history O f th is Suprem e Grand Counci l .
Thrice B. HAYES, HO PKINS THOMPSON

and GEO RGE L . O SBO RNE were appointed su ch com m ittee .

Resolved , That the sam e com m ittee be appointed to confer with any other

Masonic Body , for the purpose of erecting a suitable m asonic m onum ent over

the rem ains of our late M .

-
.Grand Com m ander

, HENRY C. ATW O O D .

Resolved , That this Suprem e Grand Council hold a Lodge of Sorrow to the

m em ory of our la te Com m ander , HENR Y C . ATW O OD
,
and

th e com m ittee before nam ed be em powered to m ake the necessary arrange

m ent therefor , and to extend an invitation to all Masonic Bodies to participate

therein .

DEC. 3oth ,
1 860 .

— The petition of Sublim e Prince JOHN A. LEFFER‘
I'S , a m em

ber of the Grand Consistory of the State of New York
, presented at the last

session of the Grand Council
,
hav ing been favorably considered , on m otion of

this Grand Council confer the thirty
-third degree on

Sublim e Prince JO HN A. LEF FER
'
I
‘
S ,

who
,
h aving been fu l ly exam ined , and

proving him self wel l versed in the preceding degrees, was introduced by the

I ll -G rand Master of Cerem onies
,
and initiated

, constitu ted , received , and

acknowledged and proclaim ed as a Deputy Inspector General and an Honorary

Mem ber of this Suprem e Council
,
and received the salu tations of the I llustrious

Brethren .

APR IL 1 4th ,
l 86l .

— The Sublim e Prince GUSTAVUS W . SMITH hav ing been
fully exam ined , and proving h im self wel l versed in the preceding degrees , was
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introduced by the Grand Master of Cerem onies , and constituted
,
re ceived

,

acknowledged and proclaim ed a Depu ty Grand Inspector General and an

Honorary Mem ber of this Suprem e Council , and received th e salutations O f the

Ill .xBrethren.

APRIL 2 2 d, 1 861 .
-Sublim e Princes JOHN C. MCARTHUR and WM . BO ARD NEW

MAN having been fully exam ined , and proving themselves well skill ed in the
preceding degrees , were introduced by the Grand Master of Cerem oni es and

elevated to the dignity , constituted , received , acknowledged and proclaim ed

as Deputy Inspectors General and Honorary Mem bers of this Suprem e Council,

and received th e salutations of the Il ls . Brethren .

The Grand Master of Cerem onies announced Sublim e Princes NEHEMI AH
PECE , STEs N H . HERRIMAN and ARRA MG. LEVY in waiting , and after having

been ful ly exam ined and proving them selves well versed in the preceding
degrees , were introduced and constitu ted , received , acknowledged and pro

claim ed as Depu ty Inspectors Genera l an d Honorary Mem bers of this Suprem e

Grand Council , and received the salu tations of the Brethren .

AUGUST 2 8th ,
1 861 .

—The Grand Master of Cerem oni es then announced Sub

lim e Princes W I LLI AM F ILMER , GEO RGE TUCKER ,
HENRY C . BANKS, PETER M.

LANCTON and h arm R . GARDNER in waiting ; and after hav ing been ful ly
exam ined , and proving them selves we ll versed in the preceding degrees , they
were introduced and constitu ted

,
received , acknow ledged and proclaim ed as

Deputy Inspectors Ge neral and Honorary Mem b ers O f the Suprem e Grand

Council , and received the salu tations of the Brethren .

O n m otion of -
.SEYMO UR , there be a com m ittee of th ree appointed to

visit our I ll .-.Bro.

~
.PR1NCE NAPO LEON , and tender him an invitation to visit this

Suprem e Grand Council . Carried.

The M .

-
.P.

-
.Sov . Grand Com m ander then appointed SEYM O UR ,

LEVER IDGE and BANKS , said com m ittee .

See r. 1 8th , 1 861 .
— The I ll -G rand Mas ter of Cerem onies th en introdu ced

M .

-
.P.

-
.Past Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander and W . MULLIGAN

,
the

successor of 31 .

-
.P.

-
.Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander JO SEPH CERXEAI’ . and th e prede

cessor of the Hon . and
'

.Grand Com m ander DE W I
'
IT CLI NTO N,

all O f this Suprem e Grand Counci l , who was received in the form and with

the honors due his high rank ,
and seated in the East on the right of the

Throne .

The Master of Cerem onies then announced that I ll . JO SEPH
JENN INGS .

-
.R . was in the outer court of this Cham ber , and desired

to be adm itted and receive the thirty
-third and last degree of the Ancient and

Accepted Bite , who, after being fu lly exam ined and proving him self wel l
v ersed in the preceding degrees, was introduced , and constituted , received

,

acknowledged and proclaim ed a Depu ty Inspector General , and an Honorary

Mem ber of this Suprem e Grand Council , and received the salutations O f the

Brethren .

The 111 . J . SEYMO UR was then installed Inspector General and

Master of Cerem onies.
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T.

-
.G.

To the Cbmmander and the Sup reme Council of

Inspectors Germ
-
at of the thirty-Mire"and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite .

VALLEY or NEW YO RK. O ct. 2 , 1 861 .

The undersigned , Princes of Rose Croix and K nights of the Eag le and

Pelican ,
having at heart the advancem ent, splendor and honor of the Ancient

and Accepted Rite , do hereby pray that the charter or warrant of constitu

tion of La F ayette Chapter of Rose Croix ,
now lying useless , be granted to

us
,
with power to confer the degrees of Knigh ts of the East and Princes of

Jerusalem
,
as well as Kn ights of the East and W est and K nights of the Eag le

and Pelican and Princes of Rose Croix
,
according to the ru les, regu lations

and constitu tions of the Ancient and Accepted Ri te and the Suprem e Counci l
sitting in the Valley of New York ; and we nam e

Prin ce NEHEifl AH PECK to be th e Most W ise and Perfect Master.

Senior W arden.

Junior W arden .

Bow r D. HO LME , Grand O rator.

And if our prayer be granted , we cheerfu lly prom ise exact O bedience to the
Ru les, Regu lations and Constitutions of the Suprem e Council , and to exert

our efi
‘

orts to blazon forth the sp lendor and purity O f our beloved Rite . In

token of which we here affix our nam es .

NEHEM IAH PECK
, 33° Mechanic Lodge, No . 31

( l

JOSEPH J. JENN INGS,
W . B. NEWMAN

,

J. F . WELLS ,
PETER W . NEEEus,

SrEpHEN H . HERR IMAN
,

GEO RGE TUCKER ,

CHAS . C. J. BECK ,
JO HN I . CRANE,

RO BERT D. HO LME ,

HENRY C . BANK S,

JOHN INNES ,
J. W . EW ING ,

JO HN CAMERON
,

JOHN VANDERBECK , SR .
,

JOHN VANDERBECK , JB.,

ABRAM G . LEVY,

THOMAS M. W OODS,

STEPHEN MERR ITr, JE ,

E. A. SrUARr ,

W ILLIAM SHI PSEY,

JACO B SHI PSEY,
W . F ILMER, K eystone 2 35.

JAMES G. K ENT , Ionic
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The petition was received , and after due deliberation,
Resolved, That inasm uch as th e above m entioned warrant was at this tim e

in possession of certain parties from whom it cou ld not be obtained, and
desirous to prom ote the welfare and happ iness of the Brethren and the interest

of the O rder
,
that a substitute warrant shou ld be granted , bearing the nam e

of the one petitioned for, and p laced in possession of said petitioners.

Nov . 7, 1 861 .— The M .

'

.P.

-
.Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander announced to the m em

bers of the Suprem e Council present, that h e had appointed the

and Deputy Inspector Genera l DAN IEL SICKELS, to be the Grand Chancel lor,
Secretary General of the and K eeper of the Sea ls and Archives for th is
Suprem e Counci l ; the I ll.-.and Depu ty Inspector General Brother HENRY C.

BANKS to be the Grand Marshal General for this Suprem e Council ; and the

I ll Brother and Depu ty Inspector Genera l JO HN INNm to be theGrand Standard

Bearer for this Suprem e Council .

The BANKS and INNES were then introduced and regu larly
and du ly instal led into the several offices to which they had been respectively
appointed .

The Revised Constitution, Statu tes and Genera l Regu lations of 1 861 , for the
governm ent of all Bodies O f the Ancient and Accepted Rite throughout this

jurisdiction were then adopted , and to be of full force and effect on and after

the twenty
-seventh day of Decem ber , 1 861 .

DEC. 6th , l 861 .
— The -

.Grand Com m ander was then inform ed

that C . BULLIN , O f Chicopee , Mass .
,
aged thirty

-one years, was

desirous of obtaining the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite ; and peti

tioned this Suprem e Council to confer them on him .

The petition being properly recom m ended and endorsed was, on m otion ,

received , and the prayer of the p etitioner granted ,

The Master of Cerem onies then introdu ced C. BULLIN,
and the Com m ander

,
with the assistance of the I ll.

-
.Grand

Master of Cerem onies and the oflicers present, conferred the degree of the

Ancient and Accepted Rite upon h im ; and he was du ly constituted , received,
a cknowledged and proclaim ed Depu ty Inspector General and an Honorary

Mem ber of th is Suprem e Council , and received the salutations O f the Brethren.

The following petition was then presented , and recom m ended by

H. J. SEYMOUR .

T.

°
.T.

-
.O .

VALLEY or NEW YORK , Nov. 2 9, 1 861 .

To the Supreme Council of the M uted States of Am erica

W e , the undersigned , being Grand Elect Perfect and Sublim e Masons, and

having the prosperity of the Ancient and Accepted Rite at heart, and desirous

to exert our best endeavors to diffu se and dissem inate the true and genuine

principles of our Sublim e Institution
,
do m ost hum bly pray that your

Body wil l grant unto us letters of dispensation or a warrant of Constitution

to open a Grand Lodge of Perfection in the city O f NewYork , to be known
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as Tem p le Grand Lodge of Perfection ,
wi th all the rights and privil eges of a

Grand Lodge of Perfection du ly constitu ted ; and your petitioners wou ld
respectfu lly nam e

JR
,
to be the first Th rice Puissant Grand Master,

Bro.

-
.A . D. RENTON Depu ty Grand Master,

H . TAYLO R Senior Grand W arden , and

BAR CLAY Junior Grand W arden .

And should your I II -Body, in its wisdom , grant the prayer of your peti

tioners , we prom ise a strict conform ity to the Constitu tions, Statutes and

General Regu lations of the Suprem e Council O f the United States of Am erica ,

its territories and dependencies , hav ing its Grand East in the Va l ley of

New York .

STEPHEN MERRIT,
JR . JEREMIAH TAYLOR .

A . D . RENTON . J. MESHUT.

CHAS. H . MORRISON . JO S. GRINES.

W ILLIAM HUTCE NSON . W . C. TABRINK I .

I . MCFARLAND. W ILLIAM ALLEN .

JOHN SHARON . I . MCLEAN.

GEO RGE LEW I S. W ILLIAM WING.

GEO RGE AITK IN . JOHN MO ORE.

N ICHO LAS F O RNEY. RICHARD BARTON .

JAMES ADAI R . THO S. BARCLAY.

Recom m ended by Jeru salem Grand Lodge of Perfection , No. 2 , with the seal

thereof attached .

O n m otion ,
the prayer of the petitioners was granted , and the Grand Secre

tary was directed to issue a warrant and p lace it in possession of the Brethr en

nam ed as officers in the petition , sa id warran t to be No . 3 .

JAN . 3d , l862 .
— Th e -

.Grand Com m ander inform ed the Suprem e

Council that during its recess he had appointed SHEe LE,

resident O f Bergen ,
N . J. , as District Depu ty Inspector for the State of N ew

Jersey ,
and Specia l Deputy for the State of New York ,

to act and represen t

this Suprem e Counci l in and for the States of N ew York and N ew Jersey , and

to perform all the du ties and enjoy all the privileges thereunto belonging ,
except in the city and county O f New York , until otherwise ordered by this

Suprem e Counci l. Said appointm ent was confirm ed by the Su prem e Council
,

and the Grand Secretary General directed to furnish SHEVILLE

with Le tters Pate nt u nder the sea l of this Suprem e Council , to bear date and

have effect from and afte r O ctober 2 9 , 1 861 .

TRENTO N
,
N . J.

,
Janu ary 2 3 . 1 862 .

The Suprem e Grand Council m et this day , and was opened in the u sual form

by the M .

'

.P .

“S ov .

-G rand Com m ander.

P R E S E N T .

B. HAYm
, Cbmmander.

HO PKINS , THOMPSO N ,
P . annma nder .

DANIEL SICKEIS , Grand Cha ncellor ,
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W ILLIAM E . STAGG,
Grand Minister of State .

REUBEN S. VAN TASSEL , Grand Chancellor.

JOHN W OO LVER '
IDN , Grand Secretary .

8. R . TYRRELL, Grand Treasurer.

W . R . CLAPP, Grand K eeper of the Seal .
W ILLIAM AR MsrRO NG ,

Grand Eng ineer.

W ILLI AM T. N ICHOLSON , Grand Hospitaler.

JAMEs E. EMERS O N , Grand Master of Cerem onies.

CHAR LES BECHTEL , Grand Captain of the Guard .

JOHN P. NKIS O N , Grand Standard Bearer.

AM OS P. HOWELL , Grand Sentine l .
The Sovereign Grand Consistory was then closed in due form by the Born.

Grand Com m ander .

FR I DAY, Jan. 2 4, 1 862 .

The Inspectors General resum ed their labor in Suprem e Council.

The of Cerem onies then p resented Ill .
'

.THOMAS J. CO RSON,
GEO RGE B. EDWARDS , JO HN W O O LVERTO N , JO HN MOO RE and REUBEN LIGHrHALL,

who, having been duly exam ined in th e preceding degrees, and found fully
enligh tened and qua lified

,
were constituted

,
received , acknowledged and pro

claim ed General and Honorary Mem bers of the Suprem e

Council , receiving the salu tation of the Brethren .

MAY 3d , 1 862 .
— The foll owing Sublim e Prin ces of the Royal Secret , were

then regu larly proposed and duly elected to receive the thirty
-third and last

degree of the Ancient and Accep ted Rite

GILBERT NURSE, aged 63 years ; born Ju ly 31 , 1 798, in Massachusetts ; resides
in Cam bridge , Mass .

BENJAMIN F . NOURSE
, aged 48 years born F ebruary 2 8, 1 814, in Massa

chusetts ; resides in Cam bridge , Mass.

JOHN D. JENNINGS , aged 44 years ; born March 1 6 , 1 81 8, Ireland ; resides in

Cam bridge , Mass .

ALBI ON K . P. W ELCH , aged 37 years ; born F ebruary 2 0 , 1 82 5, Maine ; resides

in Cam bridge , Mass.

Also, present , R . GARDNER and JAMES C. BULLI N,
who assisted in the cerem onies of investing the Sublh e Princes with the

thirty-third and last degree , and in duly acknow ledging and declaring them

as such .

BOSTON, MAY 4th , 1 862 .
—The following Brethren were then duly proposed ,

elected , and by the -in-Chief invested with the degrees from

the fourth , or Secret Master, to the thi rty-first , inclusive , and regularly con

stituted Grand Inspectors , Inquisitor Com m anders, v iz.

K . HALL, P. BUITRREIELD,

RICHARD M. BARK ER
,

N I CHO LAS BA'
I
'

HAW AY,

ELIHU BARKER , DANI EL W . LAWRENCE,

ROBERT LEW IS, JAMES R . BUGREE,

DAvm WRARE, LEMUEL D . MUDGE,
D . BICK FO RD, MARE R . SYMONS.

W ILLIAM F . K NOWL I ,
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MAY 4, 1 86 2 .

Pursuant to adjournm ent
,
the Suprem e Council m et at 6} o

'

clock P. M . , this

4th day O f May, 1 862 .

.
Present—O ificexs and honorary m em bers as before.

The Comm ander , EDMUND B. HAYES
,
then addressed the

Suprem e Council and Ill .-.Brethren , stating that he had convened the Suprem e

Council at that place , at the request of the and Sublim e Princes
of the Royal Secret residing in the sovereign and independent State of Massa

chusetts , for the purpose of assisting them to extend and propagate the prin

ciples of our be loved insti tution by constituting a Grand Consistory, with all

and fu l l constitu tiona l powers, in and for said State of Massachusetts .

A Consistory was then regu larly opened u nder the auspices of the Suprem e

Council , when the fol lowing Sublim e Princes were du ly elected as oflicers for

a Grand Consistory

I ll.-.G ILEERr NURSE, Com m ander-in-chief.

JO HN K . HALL, Deputy Com m ander-in-Chief.

R ICHARD M. BARKER , l st -in-Chief.
W ILLIAM F . K NO W LES

, l st u u

R ICHARD S. SPO FFO RD
, JR . , 3 2 d

°
, Gr.

-
.O . and State.

N ICHO LAS HATHAW AY
, Grand Chancel lor.

ELIHU C. BAR KER
,

and the

ALBION K . P. W ELCH , Grand Treasurer.

ROBERT L. DAVI S , Grand Engineer.

W . D. BICKFO R D , Grand Hospitaler.
JAMES R . GAR DNER , Grand Master of Cerem onies.

JAMES R . BUGBEE, Grand Captain of the Gu ards.

DAN IEL W . LAW RENCE, Grand Sentinel.
The M . Com m ander then directed the Secretary

to prepare the proper au thority for constituting a Grand Consistory.

The warrant being du ly prepared and signed by the officers of the Suprem e

Council , sealed with the private seal of the Com m ander

and O f the O rder, and attested with the seal of the Chancel lor,
Grand Secretary General H . K eeper of the Seals and Archives , the M.

Com m ander proceeded to constitute a Grand Consistory in and

for the sovereign and independent State of Massachu setts and to install its
oflicers .

MAY 3 l sr , 1 862 .
-The Com m ander stated that he had

appointed Inspector General JAMES R . GARDNER
,
of Massachusetts,

3 Special Deputy for that State .

O n m otion of the acts of the Grand Com m ander in said

appointm ent were approved .

JUNE 7th , 1 862 .
—The -

.Grand Comm ander then stated that since

the last m eeting of th is Body, on applica tion, he had conferred the degrees,

from the fourth to the thirty
-second , inclusive , on PEARSO N MUNDY, Grand

Generalissim o of the Grand Com m andery of this State , which act was , on

m otion , confirm ed.
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JUNE 1 7th ,
1 862 .

—The Master of Cerem onies then presented

Sublim e Princes HARR ISO N S. VIN ING and JO RN MONRO E, whowere du ly invested ,
and acknowledged and proclaim ed Deputy Inspectors General of the thirty
third deg ree, and Honorary Mem bers of this Suprem e Council.
An application from ‘

.CLINTO N F . PA IGE, for authority to confer the

d egrees from fourth to eighteenth ,
inclus ive , on a sufiicient num ber ofBrethren

to enable them to establish a Lodge of Perfection, Council of Princes of Jeru
salem and Chapter of Rose&c . was then read by the Grand Com m ander , and,

on m otion ,
the Grand Com m ander was requested to furnish the necessary

au thority.

A com m unication was then read from R. GARDNER
,
tendering

h is resignation as Special Deputy for the Sta te of Massachusetts, which after

som e discussion was, on m otion , d isposed of by directing the Grand Secretary

to re turn it to Bro.

°

.GARDNER , with the wishes of this Suprem e Council tha t he
wou ld con tinue to serve in that position .

O cr. 2 9th
,
1862 . J. SEYMO UR , Grand Mas ter of Cerem onies ,

then introd uced JOTII AI I Pos'r, GEO RGE F . W O O DWARD, Char les A.

RAPALLO , ALDBMOUR W . K ING,
RO BERT G . REMSO N and HO RACE S. TAYLO R ,

who were invested , acknowledged and proclaim ed Deputy Inspectors Genera l
of the thirty

-third degree and Honorary Mem bers of this Suprem e Council .

J. SEYMO UR m ade a verbal statem ent of his visit to Europe ,

when offered the fol lowing resolution ,
which was adop ted,

mem . con .

Resolved
, That the thanks of this Suprem e Council are unanim ous ly due to

J. SEYMO UR for h is arduous and judicious serv ices in F rance ,

Scotland and Eng land , in behalf of this Suprem e Council and of Ancient

Scottish Rite in North Am erica .

I t was also ordered that the sam e be entered in ful l on the m inu tes . and a

copy engrossed with the seal of the Suprem e Council attached , he presented to
1 11 .

-
.Bro.

'

.SEYMO UR .

O n m otion , a vote of thanks was passed to MARCO NIs DE NEGRE for kindness
and courtesies to I ll . in his late v isit to Paris.

JAN . l gth
, 1 863.

— The Com m ittee on the Condition of the

m ade the following report
“ The Comm ittee on the Condition of the A ‘

zandA. Rite wou ld most respect
fu lly beg leave to report

Th at the party known as the Raym ond Body, of Boston, have lately pro
p osed, ia their individual capacities and by O fficial resolution , suggestions

looking to the m erging in and association with this Suprem e Council , bringing
with them docum ents , properties and everything appertaining to their organi

zation .

Your com m ittee , on invitation ,
m et those gentlem en in social and friendly

converse on these im portant subjects , and were treated in the m ost cordial

and hospitable m anner, and have arrived a t the conclusion that the best
interests of this Suprem e Council would be subserved by an im m ediate solution
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W hich was , on m otion ,
received and ordered to be entered on the m inutes

in ful l , and the M .

'

.P. Comm ander requested to conduct the

necessa ry correspondence .

NEW YO RK, April 1 5, 1 863.

The Suprem e Grand Council m et this day, and was O pened in the usual form

by the M .

'

.Grand Com m ander
,
EDMUND B. HAYm ,

assisted by

SICKEIs .

RO BERT E. RO BERTS , Grand Treasu rer Genera l
HENR Y C. BAN KS , Grand Marshal General II . .E .

JOHN INN IB , Grand Standard Bea rer .

The reading of the Ba lustre of the las t session was dispensed with by the

M .

'

.Sov .

'

.Grand Com m ander.

The com m ittee appointed at the las t sess ion to act in the prem ises of

negotiating a union with the Body known as the Suprem e Council for the
Northern Ju risdiction of the Uni ted States , m ade the fol lowing report , which

was u nanim ously adop ted ; that they had conferred with the Body before
m entioned

,
and agreed u pon the following .

ARTICLES O F CONSOLIDATION .

Adop ted and consum m ated by and between the Suprem e Council , thi rty
third and last degree , for the Northern Ju risdiction of th e United States , sit

ting at Boston
,
of the one part , and the Suprem e Grand Council , thirty

-third

and last degree , Ancient and Accepte d Scottish Rite for the United States

of Am erica , their te rritories and dependencies, sitting at New York . of the

other part.

W hereas
,
The said parties , in their individual and sovereign capacities ,

being m u tually desirous of advancing the in terests of m asonry wi thin the

j urisdiction , and wishing to consolidate the au thorities therein under one

gove rn ing head , have clothed their represen tativ es with fu l l and p erfect

powers to that end ,
who

,
in the nam e of said parties , hav e ag reed , consented .

prov ided and ordained
,
and do by these presents agree , consen t , provide and

ordain , as fol lows
l st . The said Suprem e Councils are , by v irtue hereof

,
consolidated under

the nam e of the Suprem e Grand Council , thirty-third and last degree of the

Ancient and Accepted Scottish R ite for the United States of Am erica
, their

te rritories and dependencies , sitting at New York .

2 d . Grand Inspectors General , heretofore create d by either

of the parties h ereto. shall b e recognized upon taking the oath of fea lty to
the Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica , &c.

3d . All Subordinate Bodies hailing under either of the parties hereto , are

to be duly acknowledged and recognized upon taking the oath of fealty to

the said Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica
,
etc .

,
and new

warrants m ay be granted , or the existing ones properly endorsed , as the said

Bodies respectively m ay elect .

4th . All properties , of whatever nam e
,
kind and description ,

belonging to
the parties hereto , or eith er of them , are hereby declared to be vested in the
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said Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica
,
etc.

,
and will be

delivered according ly to the Grand Secretary General thereof.
5th . Until otherwise ordered , the Constitu tions and General Regu lations of

the second party here to, are hereby adopted and declared in ful l force for the
governm ent of the consolidated body herein prov ided for .

6th . The num ber of Active Mem bers of said Council is hereby increased to
seventeen (creating eight new ofi ces), and the officers of the said Consolidated
Council , ad vitam , shal l be as fol lows

B. HAYS , M . Com m ander.

EDWAR D A. RAYMOND
, Grand Com m ander.

SIMON W . RO BI NSO N ,
l st Lieutenant Grand Com m ander.

HO PKINS THOMPSO N
,
2 d

Grand O rator .

GEO RGE M . R ANDALL
,
Grand Minis ter of State .

LUCIUS R . PAIGE, Grand Chancellor .

DAN IEL SICK EIs
,
Grand Secretary General H . E

RO BERT E. R O BERTS . Grand Treasurer General
HENRY C . BANKS , Grand Marshal General
AAR ON P. HUGHES

,
Grand Sword Bearer.

HARRY J . SEYMO UR , l st Grand Master O f Cerem onies .

CHARLIE T. MCCLENACHAN , 2 d Grand Master of Cerem onies.

PETER LAW SO N
, Grand Introductor .

JO HN INNFS , Grand Standard Bearer.

W ILLI AM °F I ELD
,
l st Grand Cap tain of Gu ard .

W ILLI AM H . JARVI S
,
2 d Grand Captain of Guard .

7th . The Em eritu s position of Sov .

-
.Assistant Grand Com m ander is con

ferred on I ll .

-
.EDW AR D A . RAYMO ND ,

in recognition of his long and d istin

guished services in the Rite .

In testim ony of all which
,
EDW ARD A . RAYMO ND

,
GEORGE M . RANDALL and

LUCI US R . PAI GE, on beha lf of said first party , and EDMUND B. HAYI-S
,
DANIEL

SICK EIs and HENR Y C. BANKS , on beha lf of said second party , have hereunto

set their hands and seals interchangeably , for the u ses and pu rposes h erein

before expressed .

Done at the city of Boston
,
th is seven th day of F ebruary , A . D . 1863 .

EDW ARD A . RAYMOND . [L.

GEO . M . RAN DALL. [L. s.]
LUCIUS R . PAIGE. [L . s ]
EDMUN D B. HAYES . [L . S.]
DANIEL SICK ELS. [L . s .]
HENRY C . BANKS. [L . S.]

The following Illustrious Brethren were then in troduced : SIMON W . RO BIN
son , GEO RGE M . RANDALL , AAE ( N P. HUGHES

,
PETER LAW SON and W ILLI AM

The Com m ander
,
EDMUND B. HAYm ,

then instal led the
officers of the Suprem e Council as follows

A . RAYMOND ,
Assistan t Sovereign Grand Com m ander .

SIMO N W . RO BINSON ,
l st Lieutenant Grand Com m ander.
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HO PKINS THOMPSO N. 2 d Lieut Grand Com m ander.

Grand O rator.

GEO RGE M . RANDALL, Grand Minister of State.

LUCIUS R . PAIGE, Grand Chancellor.

DANIEL SICKELS, Grand Secretary General HM E
ROBERT E . RO BERTS , Grand Treasu rer General H E

HENRY C. BANKS , Grand Marshal General .
AARON P. HUGHES , Grand Sword Bearer.

H . J . SEYMO UR , l st Grand Maste r of Cerem onies.

CHAR LES T. MGCLENACHAN , 2 d Grand Master of Cerem onies.

PETER LAW SON , Grand Expert Introductor.

JOHN
'

INNES, Grand Standard Bearer.

W ILLIAM F I ELD
,
1 st Grand Capta in of the Guard.

W I LLIAM H . JARVI S, 2 d Grand Captain of the Guard .

’

.HENRY C. BANKS
,
as Grand O rator, then m ade a brief but eloquent

address on the history and u sefulness of the Ancient and Accepted Rite .

On m otion , a com m ittee was then appointed to take in to consideration

alterations and am endments to Constitutions, consisting of I ll .-.Bro.

-
.E. B.

HAYES, A . P. HUGHES , PETER LAWSON , HENRY C. BANKS and DANIEL SICKELS.

O n m otion , the Suprem e Council adjourned until Thursday ,
the sixteenth

instant , at two o
'

clock
, r . M .

DANIEL SICKELS ,

I n order that the reader m ay m ore clearly un derstand the
history, we wi ll return to the Gourgas-R aym ond Council,
bringing it up to 1 863 .

Afte r the Council was fu lly organized , it con sisted of the
following officers , etc .

A . RAYMOND
,
Boston , (P. G . M .) Sov .

-
.Grand Comm ander ad

W . RO BINSO N
,
Lefi ngton , (P. G . M .) Com m ander.

LAW SO N
, Lowell , (P. D . D .

,
G . M .)Grand Treasurer

R. PA IGE
, Cam bridgeport , (P. D. G. M .) Grand Secretary Genn.

H E

M. RANDALL, D . D .
, Boston , (P. G. M .)Grand Minister of State .

CHARLES T . MCCLENACHAN , New York , Grand Master of Cerem onies.

F I ELD ,
Prov idence , R . I (P. G . M .)Grand Captain

B. HUBBARD , Colum bus , O hio, (P.G. M .)SovereignGrand Inspec
tor Genera l ,

Ill . '

.J. J. J. GO URGAS, NewYork , (P. S. G.C.)Emeritus, Sovereign Grand Inspec
tor General ,

P. HUGHES, Nashua, N . H., (G. M .)Sovereign Grand Inspector Gen
eral , Depu ty for New Ham pshire.
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Nov . 1 9th , 1 86l .
—Agreeab ly to a vote passed unanim ously at its session on

the twe lfth day of July last, S. a m ,
of New

York , was advanced to the em inent degree of Sovereign Grand InspectorGen

eral , thirty-third and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite .

The Com m ander announced the appoin tm ent of Ill

CHARLES S. W Es
'

rCOTT, O f NewYork ,
to the ofiice of Depu ty for N ew York .

Nov. 2 l st , 1 861 .
— 0 rderea

’

, That. a circu lar be published and prom u lgated,
giving the evidence of the expulsion of JO SEPH CERNEAU , by the Grand O rient
of France

,
for hav ing attem pted to establish spu rious Bodies in the A.

Rite in the United States of Am erica ; and that the said circu lar contain the

proofs of the organization and regu lar continuance of this Suprem e Grand

Counci l up to the present tim e ; and th at S . W ESTOO'IT,

CHARLES T. MCCLENAGHAN , PETER LAW SON , JAMES M . AUSTIN and AARON P

HUGHES be a com m ittee to prepare said circu lar
, and report the sam e to the

-
.Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander, and that , upon his approval , the sam e be

prom ulgated .

Nov . 2 l st
,
1 861 .

—Charges were presented by I ll
-J O HN A . F O STER against

I ll . °

.K . H . VAN RENSSELAER and W . MO ORE ; and the M.

°

.P.

Grand Com m ander was requested to assign the tim e and p lace for action

thereon ,
and to cause the parties to be du ly notified .

LAW SO N p roposed L . LEW IS, JR . , of Penn

Yan
,
N . Y.

,
as a candidate to receive the thirty

-third and last degree of the
Ancient and Accep ted Rite .

N 0 T I C E

JAN. 2 2 d , 1 86 2 .
—The Suprem e Grand Council for the

of the U . S. A. , will hold a special m eeting at No. 8W est Chester Park ,
in the city of Boston , on Wednesday , the 8th day of January instan t. at ten
O

’

clock , A . M . , to take such action as shal l be judged proper in regard to certain

publications wh ich have recently been circu lated , and to transact any other

business which m ay be legally presen ted . Also the said Suprem e Grand Coun

oil will hold a special m eeting at th e W inthrop House , in the city of Boston,

on W ednesday , the 2 2 d day of January instant, at ten o
’

clock A . M .
,
to investi

gate and act upon certain charges presen ted against Ill .
'

.K . H. VAN RENSSELAER
and W . MO O RE, and to transact any other business which m ay be

legal ly presen ted . By order of the M .

'

.P. Com m ander.

LUCIUS R . PAIGE,

Cam bridgeport , January 1 , 1 862 .

W EDNESDAY AFI‘ERNOO N ,
Jan . 2 2

, 1 862 .

The Suprem e Grand Council was called to order by the M .

-
.P.

Com m ander . Present , as in the m orn ing .

The Special subject assigned for consideration at this m eeting was taken up ;
and the following charges against H . VAN RENSSELAER ,

together with

the sum m ons and certificate , were read by the Grand Secretary General
To the Sup reme Grand Chancit of Sovereign Grand Insp ectors General qf the thifly

-third
degree, for the Northern Jurisdiction qf North America .
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The undersigned prays that your Illustrious Body wi ll investigate the follow
m g charges against K ILLIAN H . VAN Ru m

, and that Such action m ay
be taken in regard to the sam e as m ay seem proper

CHARGE

First —That said K . H . VAN RENSSRLAKB. has attem pted to des troy this

Suprem e Council , and to es tablish a spurious and clandestine Suprem e Council
,

arrogating to itself the 11 3 11 1 6 and powers of this Suprem e Counci l .
Second — That he has assum ed the nam e and atte m pte d to exercise the

powers and functions of Lieu te nant Grand Com m ander of the H . E

2 1u
'

rd.
— That he has presided over the said spurious Suprem e Council

, pre

te nding to ass um e the powers of this Suprem e Council .

F ourth — That , whi le presiding ov er said spu rious Council , he has assis ted

in creating Sovereign Grand Inspectors Genera l , in an unlawful and

un cons titu tional m ann er.

I'lfih — That , wh ile presiding in sai d spurious Council , he has , in a m ost

un consti tu tiona l , insolent and ou trag eous m ann e r
, pres um ed to try and depose

the Sov ereign Grand Com m ander of this Suprem e Council and the Grand

Treasurer Genera l of the and proce eded to fill their p laces .

Su la— That he hw granted dispensations to Inefi
'

able Bodies, em powering
them to work

“

,
in a c landestine m anner

,
thereby assum ing the powers of the

Sovereign Grand Com m ander .

Seventh — That he has ca u sed to be published an d has circulated the Proceed

ings of such Spurious Counci l , dec laring it to be rm ; Suprem e Grand Coun cil

of this jurisd icti on .

Bylaw— That after his rem ov al from the position of Depu ty of O hio
,
he has

continued to exercise all hi s form er powers .

N inth — That h e has rece ived the sum of five h undred and twenty
-five dol

lars from em p loying him ,
as his a g ent

,
to purchas e certain

book s . papers and pam phlets from J . J . GO CEGAS , Most Puissant

Past Grand Com m ander ; that he purchas ed said papers and docum ents from

but that h e has refused to deliver up to

said papers and docum ents , and has fraudula zlly appropriated them to his own

use and possession .

Tenth .
~ Tha t he has collecte d m onev s from Inefi

'

able Mas ons and Inefiable

Masonic Bod ies as Depu ty , whi ch m oneys he has appropriate d to hi s own use ,

and has nev er m ad e retu rn of th e sam e to th is Suprem e Council .
E
'

levenflL— That he has used h is official position as a m eans of raising and

obtaining m oney for his own u se , to the grea t scandal of the An cien t and

Accepted Rite in this jurisdict ion .

Twelfth — Tha t his charac te r has alway s been bad ,
and disrepu table ; and

that i t was by the concealm ent of su ch charac te r that h e was enabled to

obtain the Inefi
'

able degrees .

JOHN A . F O STER ,

N ew York ,
Ju ly 1 1 , 1 861 .
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To H . VAN Rm ss snAi-m
The foregoing charges having been duly presented against you , and the

Suprem e Grand Council hav ing entertained the sam e , and hav ing requested

the M . Comm ander to as sign the tim e and place for action

thereon ,
the Com m ander has assigned W ednesday ,

the

twenty
—second day of January ,

A . D .
,
1 862 , at ten o

'

clock A . M .
,
as the tim e , and

the W in throp Hou se , in the city of Boston , Mass .
,
as the p lace , for the inves

t igation of said charges and adjudication thereon by the Suprem e Grand

Council ; at wh ich tim e and p lace you are hereby sum m oned to appear , to

m ake answer to said charges , and to show cause , if any you have , why judg
m ent shou ld not be pronounced against you .

DEUS s ummons JUS.

By order of the Com m ander
,

LUCIUS R . PAIGE

CAMBR IDGEPORT ,
Janu ary 1 , 1 862 .

I certify that on this first day of Janu ary , A . D . 1 862
,
I deposited in the Post

O fli ce a t Cam bridgeport , Mass
,
a package , con taining an attested copy of th e

with in written charges , and an original sum m ons , of wh ich the foregoing is a

true copy , addressed to
“ K . H . VAN RENSSELAER , Cam bridge , O hio.

”

Attest : LUCIUS R . PA IGE
,
330 ,

Gr .

“

.Sec.

-
.Ge n. .E - nE

RENSSELAER was thrice called to appear an d m ake answer

to the foregoing charges , but m ade defau lt . Evi dence was then heard in

Support of said charges ; and after a ful l consideration
,
the qu estion was

taken in the ancient form , and the said K . H . VAN RENSSELAER was un an im ou sly
adjudged gu ilty of the ofl

'

ences set forth in the first, second ,
third

,
fou rth

,
fifth

,

s ix th , seventh and ninth charges . N O witnesses were present to subs tantiate
the eighth ,

tenth
, eleventh and twe lfth charges , and said charges were not

su sta ined .

O n m otion of th e P. Lie u tm Grand Com m ander the fol lowing pream ble and

decree were u nanim ou sly adopted , the sam e form in voting being observed

Whereas , I ll
-
.E . H . VAN RENSSELAER

,
of Cam b ridge , O hio, has been ad

j udged gu ilty of the se vera l ofi’

ences set forth in the first
, second , th ird , fourth ,

fifth
, sixth , sev enth and nin th charges presented by A. F O STER

,
it is

therefore u nanim ou sly
Resolved

,
and Decreed . That said K . H . VAN RENSSELAER be and h e is hereby

expelled from all the rights and priv i leges of the A . h and A .

'

.Rite .

The following ch arg es a g a inst W . MO O RE , tog ether with the

sum m ons and certifica te . were read by the Grand Secretary Genera l
To the Sup reme Grand Council of Sovereign Grand I nsp ectors General , Ancient

and Accep ted R ite , for the N orthern Jurisdiction of the United States.

I do h ereby prefer charges against W . MO O RE
,
a Sov ere ign

G rand Inspector Genera l , 339 , and p ray that the sam e m ay be investigated ,
and he be dealt with as requ ired by our Ancien t Constitu tion and Regu la
tions .
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CAMBR I DGEPO RT, January 1 6, 1 862 .

I certify that on th is sixteenth day of January, A . D. 1 862 , I p laced in the
hands of th e I ll.-.CHAR LES W . MO O RE

,
an at tes ted copy of the foregoing

charges , and an origina l sum mons, of which the above is a true copy.

Attest : LUCIUS R . PAIGE,

1 11 3 . CHAR LES W . MO O RE was thrice ca lled to appear and m ake answer to the

foregoing charges , bu t m ade defau lt . Evidence was then heard in support O f

said charg es ; and , after a full consideration ,
the ques tion was tak en in th

ancient form ,
and the said CHARLES W . MO O R E was unan im ously adjudged

g u ilty of all the offences set forth in said charges .

O n m otion of the -
.Grand Com m ander

,
the fol lowing pream ble

a nd decree were u nanim ously adop ted ; the sam e form of voting be ing
observed
Whereas

,
W . MO ORE

,
of Boston , has been adjudged guilty of

the sev era l offences set forth in th e charges presented by A . F OSTER ,

it is therefore unanim ously
R esolved , and D ecreed, That said CHARLES W . MO ORE be , and he is h ereby,

expelled from all the rights and priv ileges of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.

Resolved, and D ecreed , That a circu lar, under the sea l of this Suprem e

Grand Council , and at tested by the signatures of its officers, be forwarded to

a ll sister Suprem e Grand Councils over the surface of the two Hem isph
'

eres ,

and to the Subordinate Bodies under th is jurisd iction ,
in form and m anner

following , to wit :

DEUS MEUMQUE JUs .

F R OM THE GRAND EAST or THE SUPR EME GRAND CO UNCI L or IN

SPEC
'
I
‘
O RS GENERAL or THE THIRTY-THI R D AND LAST DEGREE or THE ANCI ENT

AND ACCEPTED R rTE FO R THE N O RTHERN JUR ISDI CTIO N or THE U . S . A.
,

UNDER THE TH E THE ANSWERS TO

42 ° 2 1
’
2 2

"
N .L .

To all sister Sup reme Grand Councils throughout the Universe ; to all Sovereign

Grand Insp ectors General of the thing/ third degree ; to all Valiant

and Sublim e P rinces of the Royal Secret, K nights of K —H,
K nights of Rose

Groix, Princes of Jerusalem , I ll.
-
.Princes and K nights , Grand I nefi

'

able and

Sublim e F ree and Accep ted Masons, of all degrees , Ancient and Modern
,

over the surface of the two Hem ispheres ; to all to whom these Letters sha ll

come GREETING .

W hereas, for m ore than a year , a spirit of insubord ination has existed in

this j urisdiction , resu l ting in O pen rebellion against th e au thority of this

Suprem e Grand Council , and in the organization O f a spurious and clandestine
Body ,

which has assum ed the nam e and attem pted to exercise th e functions

of this Suprem e Grand Council and whereas one of the m em bers and sundry
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General , not m em bers of this Suprem e Grand

Council , were the m ost prom inent actors in said disorderly and rebelliou s pro
ceedings , and whereas the patience and forbearance hitherto exercised towards
the offenders has not induced them to abandon their ev il designs and prao

tices, and severe discipline has becom e im peratively necessary
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Now
, therefore , know ye , that this Suprem e Grand Council , deferring fina l

action at this tim e in regard to others , has se lected two of the principal

offenders , nam e ly ,
CHARLES W . MOO RE, of Boston , form erly Grand Secretary

General and K rLL i AN H . VA N RENSS EIA ER
,
of Cam bridge , O hio ,

form erly Dep u ty Grand Inspector Gen eral for O hio and , afte r due tria l , has
u nan im ou sly expe lled the sa id CHA RLES W . MOO RE and K m Li AN H. VAN

RENSSELA ER from all the righ ts and privileges of the Ancient and Accep ted

Rite
,
for such gross unm asoni c conduc t.

And all siste r Su prem e
'Grand Councils are requ ested , and all Masons and

Masonic Bodies owing alleg iance to this Suprem e Grand Council are s trictly
enjoined , to hold no intercours e or com m un ica tion in the Ancien t and Ao

cepted Rite with either of sa id expe l led pers ons , or with the said spu rious and

c landes tine Body wh ich they have as sisted to establish .

Given at the Grand Eas t of Boston ,
this twenty

-second day of Janu ary ,
A . D .

1 86 2
,
and certified under our hands and the seal of the Suprem e Grand Council.

APR IL 2 d , 1 86 2 .
— Letters from S. e corr and RO BERT

MAcor and other im portant docum ents were read .

A fter fu l l consideration and a d el ibera te exam in ation of the reasons for and

aga inst the sam e
,
the following pream ble and decre e w ere un anim ous ly

a dop ted

Wha m , I t h as been u noffic ially m ade known to u s that the Body , ov er

whi ch our .E B. HAr m now p resides , is disposed to un ite with th is

Body in one en larged Su prem e Grand Council . and whereas th is Body is d is

posed to adop t any leg a l m easu res for the prom otion O f peace and harm ony

in the Ancient and Acce p ted R ite

D ecreed That M . A . RAYMO ND , FS Q ,
R . PAIGE,

and I ll -G EO RGE M . RANDALL , D. D .
,
be a com m itte e w ith power to

confer w i th a sim ilar com m i tte e to be appoin ted by the Body over which our

sa id p res ides , and to arrange , if prac ticable , such a un ion of

the two Bodies upon a jus t an d honorable bas is ; and to report such a bas is,
if arranged , for the fin al action of this Suprem e Grand Coun cil .

MAY 2 0 th .
— An addres s

, prepared by the Com m ander

and comm un icated in writing ,
was read by the Grand Secre tary General .

MAY 2 otb. 1 8r32 . .
— I LLr srRror s Em Since ou r las t annua l session ,

th e

Suprem e Grand Council has held sev eral m eetings . Som e of the m ore im

p ortan t bus iness transacted at those m eetings m ay be briefly stated . O n the

twelfth day of July ,
1 86 1 , ag reeably to a vote . unanim ous ly passed a t the last

a nnu al sess ion , P. HCGHES . of Nashu a , Grand Mas ter of N ew

Ham pshire ,
was adm itted to th e honor of the thirty

-thi rd degree ,
and p ro

c laim ed a Sovereign Grand Insp ec tor Genera l ; and , wi th the concu rrence of

the Coun cil . he was appo in ted Depu ty for N ew Ham pshire . The sam e degree

w as o ranted by unani m ou s v ote to S . W W and A.

F O ST ER . lm tli of N ew York ; and the Grand Comm ander was requ ested to
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confer the sam e u pon them at his earliest convenience . They have both
received the thirty

-third degree, and been announced and p roclaim“ Sov

ere ign Grand Inspectors General. Il l. has received the ap
o

pointm ent of De pu ty for the State of N ew York ; and has

received the sam e appointm ent for the Sta te of New Jersey .

I ll. W . R O BINSON having re signed the offi ce of Treasurer General

H . and I ll -P e rm LAW SON having resigned the office of Grand Mas ter

of Cerem onies , their resignations were accep ted , and LAW SON

was appointed and insta lled as Grand Treasurer Genera l H . and Ill.

CHARLES T. MCCLENACHAN was appointed and insta l led as Grand Master of

Cerem onies. and declared to b e an Active Mem ber of the Suprem e Council.
Novem ber 1 9 , 1 861 , the Suprem e Grand Council m e t in the city of New

York
, and the m eeting was fully attended . At the sam e tim e and p lace,

there was a m ee ting of the Suprem e Grand Consistory , at which severa l
m easures were adopted for the general interest of the Ri te , all of wh ich were

confirm ed by the Suprem e Council .
At a.m eeting of the Suprem e Council convened at the Grand East, Boston ,

January 8, 1 862 , the nom ination hav ing been m ade at a previ ou s m eeting , the

em inent degree of Sovereign Grand Insp ector General , was granted by
unanim ous vote to Hon . JO HN L. LEW I S

,
JIL

,
of Penn Yan , Past Grand Master

of the State of N ew York , and the Grand Com m ander was requested to con

fer the sam e at his convenience .

Since our last annu a l Convocation
,
sev eral dispensations h av e been granted

to loya l and com p etent Brethren, to form and organize Su bordinate Bodies

under this ju risd iction , v iz

June 4, 1 86 1 , Boston Consistory , at Boston ,
Mass.

Juue 6 . 1 861 , Council of Princes of Jeru salem for the State of N ew Jersey,
at Hoboken ,

N . J.

F ebruary 2 0 , 1 862 , Troy Lodge of Perfection , Troy, N . Y.

March 3 , 1 86 2 , Brooklyn Lodge of Perfection, Brooklyn ,
N . Y.

March 3 , 1 86
" Jefferson Lodge of Perfection

, at W atertown
,
N . Y .

March 7 , 1 862 , Cen tral City Lodge
‘

of Perfection, Syracuse , N . Y.

April 5 , 1 861 , W illiam sburg Lodge of Perfection, W il liam sburg , N . Y.

I recom m end that charters be gran ted to the aforesa id Bodie s, or that the

dispensations b e continued in force u n til the next Annua l Meeting of the

Suprem e Cou ncil
, as shall be j udged m ost beneficia l to the severa l Bodies

and m ost condu cive to the good of the O rder.

Notwithstand ing the O pposition of the rebe llious and disloyal , we have good
cause to be thankfu l for the prosperity wh ich has attended ou r labors , and to
persevere in wel l doing . I shal l be m os t h appy to co-operate with you in all

judicious m easu res to prom ote the highest interest of ou r belov ed Institu tion .

To all our I ll . a lllost Valiant and Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret, Grand Inquisitor

Commanders , of K —H, Sovereign Princes and K nights

Grand . Inej able and Sublim e F ree and Accqfled Masons of all degrees, Ancient

and Modem , over the Surface of the twoHemisp heres

HEALTH ,
STABILITY

, POWER .
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May, A . D . 1 862 , a duly au thenticated circular , em anating from the Suprem e

Grand Council of Peru and its dependencies , has been presented and exam ined
,

by whi ch it appears that two expell ed m asons , wi thou t lawfu l au thority have
assum ed to confer the th irty

-third degree on other unworthy persons , and

together with them have form ed
,
or are a ttem pting to form ,

a spu riou s

Council within the proper jurisdiction of the Suprem e Grand Council of Peru

and
CO NsrnEm N G

1 . That
, according to the Constitu tion of 1 786 , not m ore than one Suprem e

Grand Council can legally exist in the sam e Masonic District

2 . That the Suprem e Grand Council of Peru and its dependencies , whereof

DB SO UZA F EER ELBA is now the Sovereign Grand Com

m ander, and SAco is the Grand Secretary Genera l , has been for

m ore than thirty years , and is now acknowledged by other Suprem e Grand

Councils as legitim ate and constitutional , and as the on ly Suprem e Grand

Council having lawfu l au thority to exercise jurisdiction in the Republi c of

Peru

3. That all lega l Suprem e Grand Councils ough t to respect the rights of

each other
,
to render a ll proper aid in the m aintenance of those rights , and to

discountenance rebellion and usurpation

Deemed , That th is Sup rem e Grand Council recognizes the Body , founded

A . n. 1 830 , of which the Dr. SO UZA F EEEEIEA is Sovereign

Grand Com m ander
,
and 811 0 0 is Grand Secretary General

,
as

the on ly lega l and constitu t iona l Suprem e Grand Council for the Republic of
Peru and its dependencies ; and denoun ces , as spuriou s and clandestine , the
Body form ed or attem pted to be form ed by ANTONI O SAN CHEZ. JO SE JULI O
I

'

GABTE. MANUEL CALISTO , Josn MANUEL BRAVO , and their associates
,
under

the nam e of a Suprem e Grand Council . And all subordinate Bodies under

this jurisdic tion ,
and all m asons owing a llegiance to this Suprem e Grand

Coun cil are strictly forbidden to hold any m asonic intercourse or com m unica

tion with the said ANTO NI O SANCHEZ , JO SE JULI O UGAn'

rE, MANUEL CALISTO ,

Je ss MANUEL BnAvo,
or any O f their associates as aforesaid , under the consti

tu tional penalties in su ch case provided .

Ordered , That the Grand Secretary Genera l inform the Com m ittee for the

Revision of the Ritual , that the Suprem e Grand Coun cil desires the com p letion
oi that work as soon as practicable.

Resolved , That the Com m ander b e requested to cal l a

specia l m eetin g of the Suprem e Grand Council at an early day.

NO RTHERN SUPREME COUNCIL , U . S . A .

EDW AR D A . RAYMO ND
,
Boston , (P. G . M .) Comm ander

ad vitam .

W . RO BINSO N
,
Lexington , (P . G . M .) Com m ander .

LAW SON ,
Lowell

, (P. D . D . G . M .)Grand Treasu rer Gen .

R . PAI GE
,
D. D .

,
Cam bridgeport , (P. D . G . M .) Grand Secretary
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M. RANDALL
,
D . D .

,
Boston , (P. G. M .)Grand Minister of State .

T. MCCLENACEAN , New York , Grand Master of Cerem onies .

F IELD
,
Providence, R . I (P. G . M .)Grand Captain

B. HUBBARD , Colum bus, Ohio, (P. G. M .)Sovereign Grand Inspec
tor Genera l

,
3 2 9 .

J . J. GO URGAS , New York
, (P. S. G . C .) Emeritus , Sovereign Grand

Inspector Genera l ,

P. HUGHES , Nashua , N . H . , (G . M.) Sovereign Grand Inspector
Genera l

,
Deputy for N ew Ham pshire .

S . W ESTCOT’I'
,
N ew York

,
Sovereign Grand Inspector Genera l ,

Deputy for New York .

A. F O STER , N ew York , Sovereign Grand Inspector General ,
Deputy for N ew Jersey .

T . CARSON , Cincinnati , O hio , Sovereign Grand Inspector General ,
The Suprem e Grand Counci l was again opened , and

BI GELow LAWRENCE was advanced to the thirty
-third and last degree of the

Ancient and Accepted Rite , and proclaim ed by the Grand

Com m ander as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General .
I ] l . BIGELOW LAWR ENCE being abou t to repair to F lorence ,

Italy , to enter upon his du ties as Consu l General of the United States , was du ly
appointed and com m issioned as a general Representative of this Body in all

foreign Suprem e Grand Councils which he m ay vi sit or with which he m ay

correspond .

Charges were presented by I ll .-.S . W . RO BI NSON , Com

m ander
,
against R . STARKW EATHER , of Chicago, I llinois , I ll . ’

JonN CHR I STIE
,
O f Portsm outh ,

N . H .
,
and CASE

,
of Boston ; and

i t was

O rdered , That Thursday , the thirty
-first day of Ju ly instant , be assigned as

the tim e , and the W inthrop House in Boston , as the p lace for the investigation
of said charges and judgm ent thereon , the trial to com m ence at ten O

’

clock
A . n . and the Grand Secretary General was di rected to sum m on the accu sed

parties to appear and m ake answer .

JULY 3 1 st , 1 862 ,— The special subject assigned for action at this m eeting was

taken up , and the following charges, sum m ons and certificate thereon were

read by the Grand Secretary Genera l
To the Sup rem e Grand Council of Sovereign Grand Insp ectors General of the thirty third

and last degree of the Ancient and Accep ted Rite for the Northern Jurisdiction of
the United States of America

I hereby prefer charges against the following nam ed Sovereign Grand

Inspectors General , to wit : R . STARKW EATHER ,
of Ch icago ,

I ll . ,

I ll . .JO EN CHR I STI E, of Portsm ou th , N . H .
,
and I ll . .ALBER ’

I ‘ CASE, of Boston ,

Mass .
,
and pray that said charges m ay be investigated and such action be

had thereon as justice and our ancient regu lations m ay requ ire .
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C H A R G E S .

F irst— That the said CHAR LES R . STAR R WEATHER ,
JOHN CHR ISTIE and ALBERT

CASE, in Augu st , 1 860 , did consp ire with K I LLIAN H . VAN RENSSELAER and

CW W . MO O RE to organize a spurious and clandestine Body , styled a

Suprem e Grand Council
,
which usurped the nam e and pretended to exercise

the powers of this Suprem e Grand Council .

Second — That the said STARKWEATHER , CHR ISTIE and CASE, in May ,
1 861

,

did Conspire with said VAN RENSSELAER and MO O RE to elect officers of sai d

spurious Council , and
,
in an illegal and clandestine m anner

,
to confer the

thirty -third degree on W INSLO W LEW I S
,
W ILLI AM S . GAR DNER ,

W I LLI AM PAR K
M ,

and others
,
— eight persons in all

,
— as in their Proceedings is fully

set forth .

Third — That the said STAR KW EATHER
, CHR ISI I E and CASE. in May , 1 86 2 ,

did conspire wi th said Vu RENSSELAER , MO ORE and others , (said VAN RENS

SELAER and MO O RE hav ing been prev iously expel led by this Suprem e Grand

Council . and did elect the said VAN RENSSELAER and MO O RE,
w ith others

, as

Ofii cers of said spurious Council , and
,
in an il legal and clandestine m anner

,

did confer the thirty -thi rd deg ree on JO SIAH H . DRUMM OND , F . G . THSDALL ,

BENJAM IN DEAN ,
and others , —fourteen p ersons in all,— as is fully set forth

in their printed Proceedings .

F ourth— That the said STARK W EATHZER
,
CHR ISTI E and CASE . notwithstanding

the forbearance of this Suprem e Grand Council . sti l l pers ist in their disloy

alty and rebe l lion
,
and sti ll adhere to the said spurious Council and hold

office therein .

Boston
,
July 1 8, 1 862 . S . W . ROBINSO N .

To R . STAR KWEATHER ,
CHR ISTIE ,

and ALBERT
CASE

Th e foregoing charges having been du ly presented against you ,
the Suprem e

Grand Council has ass igned Thurs day ,
th e thirty

-first day of Ju ly instan t , at
te n o

’

clock A . n . as the tim e . and the W in throp House ,
in Boston , as the p lace ,

for the investigation of said charges and adjudication thereon ; at which tim e

and place you are hereby sum m oned to appear . and to Show cause , if any you

have
,
Why judgm en t should not be pronounced against you .

DEr s MEUMQUE Ju s .

By order of the nGrand Com m ander .

LUCI I
'

S R . PAIGE . 33°

Cam bridgeport , Ju ly 1 9 . 1 862 .

I certify that on the nineteenth day of July ,
1 862 . I deposited in the Post

Oflice at Cam bridgeport , Mass .
,
3. Oopy of the foregoing charges and sum m ons ,

addressed to CHARLES R . STAR R WEATH ER , ESQ . Chicago , I ll . , and that on

the twen ty-firs t day of said Ju ly , I deposited in said Post O ffice two other

copies thereof, one addressed to JO HN CHR I STI E
,
ESQ Portsm outh

,
N . H . ,

and the other to Rev . ALBERT CASS . Boston , Mass .

Attest LUCIUS R . PAIGE,

Gr -
.S¢
-
c

H

uGen fl E '

.

Il l . 2 0 m m R . STARK WRATHER was thrice called to appear and m ake answer
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of New York , H . K RISEY, of Boston , and

I ll . ’

.GEO RGE W . BENTLEY, of Worcester, Mass . and the

Com m ander was requested to confer the said degree upon the

aforesaid Ill
-Brethren at his convenience ; and also at his conv enience , to

confer the sam e degree upon H. H.WARD, to whom i t was granted

at the last m eeting of this Suprem e Grand Council .

The Suprem e Grand Council was ca l led off until four O ’
clock P. M .

On recom m endation of the M .

~
.P.

-
.Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander

,
P.

HUGHES ,
of Nashua , N . G . M . of N . H.) heretofore Depu ty Inspector

General for the State of New Ham pshire , was , by unanim ous vote . adm itted as

an Active Mem ber of this Suprem e Grand Council .
Th e Com m ander announced the appoin tm ent of I l l s .

AAR ON P. HUGHES , to the omce of Grand Marshal of this Suprem e Grand

Council .
Much t im e was devoted , during both sessions on this day ,

to a consideration

and discussion of im portant questions concerning the interests and prosperity

of the Ancient and Accepted R ite ; and . w ithou t reaching a conc lusion by a

definite vote
,
the further considera tion of the question aforesaid was postponed

unti l the Suprem e Grand Council sha l l again m eet.

JAN. 2 8th ,
1 863 .

— Le tters from Il l .-.Bros.

-
.CHAR LES T. MCCLENAGHAN , JO HN

W . SIMONS, R O BERT MAOOY and N ICHO LAS M ICHLEs were read by the Grand

Secretary Genera l .
W . BENTLEY, of W orcester, was advanced to the

em inent degree of Sovereign Grand Inspector General , th irty-third and last
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Bi te , and was proclaim ed and acknow
ledged according ly .

The comm ittee , appointed by a decree passed on th e second day ofApril , A . D.

1 862 , subm itted sundry docum ents. and reported that friend ly interv iews have
been had with Representatives of th e Il lustrious Body nam ed in said decree ;

that there is a reasonable prospect of effecting a union of th e two Bodies on just
and honorable term s ; and that said I ll .-.Body has referred the subject to a

com m itte e
,
with ful l power : whereupon the following pream ble and decree

were unanim ou sly adopted

Whereas
, The Il lu strious Body, styled the Suprem e Grand Council for the

United States , their Territories and Dependencies, has expressed a. disposition

to unite with this Suprem e Grand Coun ci l in one consolidated Body , and has
appointed a com m ittee with fu ll power for that purpose
Decreed, That the com m ittee heretofore appointed, nam ely ,

A . RAYMOND ,
Esq.

, R. PAIGE , D . D . and Ill .-.GEO . M . RANDALL
, D.D. ,

be now fu lly em powered to agree upon the term s of such a union , on a basis
which shall be ju st and right , honorable to both the Illu strious contracting
Bodies, and according to the spirit and landm arks of Inefi

'

able Mas onry.

F EB. 1 8th , 1 863 .
— The comm ittee appointed on the second day of April , A . n.

1 862
,
and fu lly em powered on the twenty

-eighth day of January , A . D . 1 863,
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reported that they had attended to the duty assigned to them ,
and negotiated

and signed and sealed a Treaty of Un ion
,
of wh ich the following is a Oopy,

to wit

Ann ones or CONSOLIDATION
,

Adopted and consumm ated by and between the Suprem e Grand Council ,
thirty-third and last degree for the Northern Jurisd iction of the United States,
sitting at Boston

,
of the one part, and the Suprem e Grand Council , thirty-third

and last degree Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the United States of

Am erica , their Territories and Dependencies , sitting at New York
, of the

other part .

Whereas. The said parties, in their individu al and sovereign capacity , being
m u tua l ly desirous of advancing the in terests of m asonry with in the jurisdic

tion , and wish ing to consolidate th e au thorities therein under one governing
head

,
have clothed their Representatives with ful l and perfect power to that

end , who, in the nam e of said parties , have agreed
,
consented, provided and

ordained , and do by these presents agree
,
consent

, provide and ordain , as

fol lows

1 . The said Suprem e Counci ls are by v irtue h ereof consol idated , under

the nam e of the Suprem e Grand Counci l , thirty-th ird and last degree of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the United States of Am erica , the ir

Territories and Dependencies, s itting at New York .

2 . All Sovereign Grand Inspectors General heretofore created by either of
the parties hereto, shall be recognized u pon taking the oath of fealty to the
Suprem e Counci l for the United States of Am erica .

3 . All subordinate Bodies, hailing under e ither of the parties hereto, are to

be du ly acknowledged and recogn ized
,
upon taking the oath of fealty to the

said Suprem e Counci l for the Un ited States of Am erica , etc. ; and new war

rants m ay be granted , or the existing ones properly endorsed, as the said
Bod ies respectively m ay elect .

4. All properties, of whatever nam e
,
kind and description , belong ing to the

parties hereto , or either of them ,
are hereby declared to be vested in the sa id

Suprem e Council for the United States of Am erica , etc.,
and will be delivered

accordingly to the Grand Secretary General thereof.
5. Until otherwise ordered

,
the Const itu tions and General Regu lations of

the second party hereto, are hereby adopted and declared in full force for th e

governm ent of the consol idated body herein provided for.

6th . The num ber of Active Mem bers of said Counci l is hereby increased to
seventeen (creating eight new offices), and the officers of the said consol idated

Counci l , ad vitam , shal l be as fol lows

Commander, EDMUND B. HAYES.

Commander
,

EDWARD A . RAYMOND .

l st Lieuts G rand Commander, S. W . ROBINSON .

2 d LimaaGrand annnwnder , H . THOMPSON.

Grand O rator ,

Grand Minister of State , G. M . RANDALL.

Grand Chancellor, Lucrus R . Pu s s .
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Grand Secr etary General, DANIEL Stem .

Grand Treasurer General, ROBERT E.

Grand Marshal General, HENRY C. BANKS .

AARON P. HUGHES .

l st Grand Master of Ceremonies , H . J. SEYMOUR .

2 d Grand Master of Ceremonies, C. T. MCCLENAOEAN .

Grand & p ert Introductor,

Grand Standard Bearer. JOHN INNES .

l st Grand Cap tain cv
'

Guard, W ILLI AM F IELD.

2 d Grand Cap tain of Gua rd, W ILLI AM H . JARVI S.

7 . The Em eritus position of Sovereign Assistant Grand Com m ander is

conferred on A. RAYMOND ,
in recogn ition of his long and dis

tinguished services in the Rite.

In testim ony of all which , EDW ARD A . RAYMOND , GEORGE M . RANDALL and

Lucm s R . PA IGE, on behalf of said first party, and EDMOND B. HAYES ,
DAN IEL

SICKELS and HENRY C. BAN KS , on behalf of said second party, have hereunto
se t their hands and seals interchangeably, for the uses and purposes h erein
before expressed .

Done at the city of Boston, th is seven th day of F ebru ary , A. D . 1 863 .

EDWARD A. RAYMOND . [L. s . ]
GEORGE M . RANDALL . [L . s .]
LUCIUS R . PAIGE. [L . s

EDMUND B. HAYES . [L . s .]
DAN IEL SICKELS. [L . s.]
HENRY C. BANK S. [L. s .]

O rders were adopted for the settlem ent of sundrv ou tstanding accoun ts .

In consideration of the faithfu l and devoted m asonic labors of

EDWARD A . RAYMOND , for nearly fifty years , and especially in considerat ion
of his services on behalf of the Suprem e Grand Council

, as its

Com m ander , for the last twelve years ,
O rdered ,

That PAIGE and LAW SON, be a com m ittee
to p rocu re a su itable testim onial of esteem and afi

‘

ection for our Venerable
and I l lustriou s Brother , who voluntarily re tires from his high O ffice on the

organiza tion of the United Suprem e Grand Cou nc il . agreeably to the Treaty
form ed on the 7th day of F ebruary, A . D 1 863 .

After the transaction of sundry m atters rendered necessary by the approach
ing change in its organ ization. so that all its m asonic du ties m ay be fu lly
perform ed

, and after m u tua l congra tu lations upon the successful issue of

efforts to heal a d ivision which has existed for the last half century, and to
unite the two Bodies into one Suprem e Grand Council

,
upon just and honorab le

term s , the business of the m eeting having been accom p lished, the M .

-
.P.

Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander pronounced the Suprem e Grand Council closed sine die.

DEUS MEUMQUE JUS.

Attest LUCIUS R. PAIGE,
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,

Laws, Doctrine s and Usage s of his body were diam e trically
opposed to those of the CERNEAU-HAYES Council. MR . RAY

MO ND declare d him se lf to be the Sov . Gr . Com m ander for

L ife— that the O ffice was not e lective— that all the O fficers

of his Coun cil could on ly be appointed by him — that he had
the powe r or pre rogative of O pen ing or c losing the Council
at his pleasur e— o f m aking Sov . Gr . I nsp ectors General

without any ones con sen t , and a var ie ty of things e qua lly
opposed to the HAYES doc tr in es . Neverthe le ss , these two
bodies un ite d— or am algam ated— or cam e together . After
all that had passed b etwe en them

, was it not a m arve llous
s ight"
L et u s inqu ire for a m om ent . W hat induce d these dis

cordant bodies to com e toge ther "
W e are inform e d

,
both from the printed proce edi ngs , and

by the com m ittee appoin ted on the occasion ,
that the appli

cation for the Un ion cam e first from the RAYMOND body. If

this be true ,
it is probable that the RAYM O ND body foun d

itse lf dam aged , as it regards regu larity, both the VAN RENS

SELAER and the RAYM O ND bodies hav ing m ade strong efforts

for recogn ition by the Southern M ason ic Jurisdiction ,
and

were den ied on accoun t of
“ irregu larity F urther , the

R AYMO ND body did not pros per after the break w it h the
o riginal Counc il. Their work was not attended with success .

The cons tan t warfare which was kept up betwe en the GO UR
GAS and the R AYMO ND bodie s , seriou s ly inju red both in the

eyes of all M asons— the fa ilure in obta in ing the recognition ,

of which they h ad ca lculated so largely u pon ,
discou raged

them , and un der the circum stances they probab ly enter
tained the idea

,
that by com ing toge ther the warfare would

cease— m atters would be healed , and re cogn ition wou ld be
certain . The CERNEAU-HAYES body ,

not con ten t w i th the

peaceable and high pos ition which they occu p ied , was pro
bably induced by the sam e m otives

,
to com e in to the ar

rangem ent. They undoub tedly calcu lated that un iversal
recognition wou ld be a natural consequence . So they cam e

toge ther.

And what did the bodies gain by this Un ion " L et us see.
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When the two bodies cam e together the Sov . Gr. Com

m ander of both bodies re signed , toge ther with all the re

sp ective O fficers of e ach body, thu s dis solving both the

HAYEs CERNEAU and the RAYMO ND Council , each Sov . Gr .

I nsp. General re taining his statu s as such . They at once

form ed an en tire new Counc il, u nder the title of The Su

p rem e Grand Council for the United State s of Am erica ,
her

Territories and dependencies
,
and by previous agreem ent

,

EDMUND B. HAYES was e lected Sov . Gr . Com m ande r
,
and

EDWD . A. RAYMO ND L ieut . Gr . Com m ander
,
and m aking an

e qual division of the O fficers be twe en the m em bers of each

body. They adopted the Secret Constitution of F re derick
as the fun dam enta l Law

,
excep t that the O ffices were m ade

e lecti ve . I n a ll o ther p articu lars it was a GO URGAS Council.
They altered the date of the origin of the Counc il to 1 81 3.

and have a dopte d it
,
le aving the CERNEAU Counc il , and its

m emb ers
,
all in the background . They ha ve placed EMANr

UEL DE LA MO TTE on the Throne
,
and bowed obed ience .

W hen it is rem em be red
,
the particu lars of the pre te nded

form ation of tha t Cou nc il in 1 81 3 , v iz : the circum stances
which led to it— the proceedings of the sam e in the

“Exp ul

s ion from every M ason ic Asylum in the world of JO SEPH

CERNEAU ,
H O N . D E W ITT CLINTON , Gove rnor of the State of

New York
,
and Gr. M aster of the Grand L odge of the State

of New York ; H O N . JO HN W . MULLIGAN
,
U . S . M in ister , &c . ;

H ON. CADWALLADER D . GO LDEN
,
M ayor of the City of N ew

York ; all of W hom were O fficers of the Gran d Lodge , and

a n um ber of other Gentlem en
,
equa lly noted

,
and all this

perform ed by such a m oun tebank a s EMANUEL DE LAM O TTE,

one wo uld think that the Sham e on the part of the CERNEAU

m em bers wou ld be su ch , that they would wish to be known
no m ore .

H aving accom plished , in his own m ind
,
the work which he

cam e to perform ,
and published his Edic ts in the D a ily

papers, bes ides scatter ing his Circulars fre ely through the
d ifferent Mason ic bodies

,
he fled prec ipitate ly to Philadel

phia to get ou t of the way ,
as the ind igna tion heaped upon

him led him to fear for his safety here .
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As the Civil W ar had not com e to an end , at the tim e of

the Union of the two bodies , very little cou ld be done in
the Way of seeking R e cognition from the Southern Suprem e

Council. That subject will be noticed in its proper p lace .

Previous to the Un ion of the RAYMO ND and the HAYES

Councils , both Counc ils were disso lved by the ir respective
Sov . Gr . Com m an de rs , and the offices of the sam e de clared
to be vacant . Thu s both Counc ils c am e to a c lose , releas

ing each m em ber from his oath of fe alty and allegiance to
the re spe cti ve Counc ils , acknow ledging the ir sta tu s as Sov .

Gr . In sp . Gen l . of 33d degre e . and le aving them to act in

the prem ises , as m igh t su it the ir own conv ic tions of duty .

Each Sov . Gr . Insp . Gen . re ta ine d his identity as such
,
his

p owers we re not v itiated , a lthough the body with which he
was connected ,

had di sappeared , and he was at liberty to

w ithdraw from the Assem bly ,
or un ite with the proposed

new body as a Un ion Cou nc il. I t is not probab le tha t any

Of the Sov. Gr . I nsp . Gen . had such a m ovem ent in view
they did not w ithdraw (except I ll. Benjam in C . Lever idge ,
who re signed from the Cern eau Counc il just pr ior to the

Union)and form a new Coun c il— ih fact
,
they all

,
w ith this

exception ,
un ited with the new Un ion Counc il , and signed

the oath of fea lty to the Sov . Gr . Com m ander ; neverthe

less ,
they cou ld ha ve retired

,
as their Cou ncils were dis

solved
,
and form ed another Cou nc il if they had chosen so to

do . The pow e rs with which a Sov . Gr . In sp . Genl. 33d is
v e sted , c annot be taken from him

,
e ither by Edict or Procla

m ation
,
or in any other m anner. The individual Inspe ctor

,

o r the body so form e d
,
m ay not be acknowledge d , or recog

n ized , never the le ss the prerogative s of the indivi dual In
spector canno t be taken from him

,
nor can the body so

form e d be destroyed , except by the consent of all intere sted
in the sam e . I t was , howe ver , deem ed a great cau se of con

gratulation , that all, with th e exception of the above m en

tioned ,
decided in favor of the Union ~ uni ted together

s igned the oath of fealty, and thu s place d an entering wedge
to a general union of all the brethren of the R ite .

The grand object of the Brethren in bringing about this
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Council could be held , and the m atter was left to the c lose

of the W ar , viz. : 1 864. As soon as c ircum stance s would
pe rm it, the Com m ittee vis ite d the diffe rent m em bers of the
Council , and laid the m atter before them . They fa iled in
ob ta in ing favor until I LL . BRO . PI KE had be en seen ,

and his

O p in ion given .

I n the m eantim e I LL . BRO . PIK E had inform ed him se lf

m ore fully concern ing the m erits of the case
,
and at the

m eeting of the Sup . Counc il in 1 865 and 1 866 de livered h is
Annua l address , in which the who le d ifficulty was fully ex

p lained .

That portion of the addre ss , re lating to the disturbance of

the Sup . Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the Un ited
States , was referred to a Spe cial Com m ittee , who careful ly,

p atiently ,
and earnestly con sidered the subject, which re

su lted in the following conclusion s
“ F irst— Resolved, That in the op inion of this Sup . Counci l

,
th e action of the

Sov . Gr . Insps . Gen l . 33° m embers of the Su p . Counci l of the N orthern Ju
risdiction of the United States

,
who

,
on the 2 5th of Augu st , 1 860 , opened

the Su p . Council of that Ju risd iction after the departu re of the Sov . Gr.

Com m .
,
was i l legal , nu l l , and void , becau se the In spectors , being bu t four in

num ber . v iz : Ill . Bros . MO O RE, CASE, STAR K W EA
'I
‘HER and YO UNG , did not com

sti tu te a. quorum for the transaction of anv bu siness , and m ore especial ly for
the expu lsion afterwards of ILL . BRO S. RAYMOND and ROBINSO N .

Second— Resolved
,
That th e action of the Inspectors , who organized a new

Council at Boston on the 2 l st of May ,
1 861 , was also I l lega l , N u ll , and Void .

l st . Becau se the sa id I nspectors, be ing only Two in num ber, v iz : ILL. BR O .

RAYM0 ND
, Sov . Gr . Com m .

,
and RO BrNSON Lieu t . Gr. Com m .

,
d id not consti

tu te a quorum for the transaction of bu siness. 2 d . Becau se there were Eight

active m em bers of the Sup . Council for the N orthern Ju risdiction,
and I ll.

Bros . RAYMOND and RO BINSO N , proceed ing upon the erroneous idea
,
that there

were bu t F ive, added to them se lves , as active m em bers, F our otherBrethren
,
a

single vacancy on ly then exist ing
,
before d isp lacing for con tum acy

,
or any

other cau se , any of the Active m em bers who were not p resent , and therefore ,

it being by the body thu s irregu larly created that said m em bers , Viz Bros.

MO O R E, CASE, and STARKW EATHER ,
were expel led , the expu lsion ,

for th at rea

son was altogether ineffectual .”

Third— Resolved, That entertaining these views of the Constitu tiona l qu es
t ion involved in th is con troversy , this Su p . Counci l can only recognize the
fol lowing Brethren as lega l Sov . Gr. Insp . Gen l .

,
Act ive m em bers of the Sup .

Council of the Northern Ju risdiction of the Un ited States , v iz : I ll. Bros .

RO BINSO N, MO O RE, CASE, YO UNG , and STARKWEATHER
, of whom ILL. BRO . ROB
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u ses is the legal successor of Bro. Ram on ) as Sov . Gr. Com m ander , he

ha v ing been appointed bv the latter
,
Lieut . Gr. Com m .

,
and succeeding at

h is dea th to the vacant Com m andership , wh ich he is entitled to retain until

lawfu lly rem ove d by the Sup. Gouncil . "

F ourth-M M . Tha t any ac t ion taken , or principle affirm ed ,
by these

fi ve Sov . Gr. Insps. Ge n l . , in accordance with the Const itu tions of 1 786 . and

t he Reg u lations of the ir own body , for the purpose of re-assem b ling the Sup .

C ouncil of the North e rn Jur isd ic tion ,
will be h ailed with pleasure b v this

Suprem e Council and w ill m ee t wi th its hearty concurrence and co-opera

t ion .

The said R eport and R esolu tions were taken up , and

Unanim ou sly adopted.

The Civil W ar cam e to a c lose in 1 864. All ob stacles to a

free in tercourse with the Southern States were rem oved out

of the way, and the Com m ittee . ap poin ted for the pu rpose
,

s tar te d from N ew York ,
to v isit the differen t m em bers of the

Sup . Coun cil of the Southe rn Jm 'isdiction ,
for the pm

'

pose

of ascertaining the ir views , re la ti ve to the recognit ion of the

now Uni te d Sup . Coun cil . Thevvis ite d them in the d ifferent
S tate s , were v ery grac ious ly rece ived

,
bu t all se em ed re lu c

tant to give a decis ion until ILL . BRO . PIKE had be en con

s ulte d . The vis it of th e Com m itte e is s ta te d to have occu

p ied the be tter part of two m onths , and ve t . at the end of

that tim e , nothing was accom plis hed . I t was de term ined to

v isit ILL. BRO . PIK E
,
in order to ge t a fin al decision . The

in terview was a p leasan t one , although , as it appears , the
whole m atte r had been pre sente d to the Sup . Grand Council
bv ILL . BRO . PIK E

,
in his annu al address , and fu lly dis cus sed .

I twas referred to a Com m i tte e who inv estigate d the m atter
very fully , and gave the ir dec is ion adverse to any acknow
ledgem en t. The Ill . Gr . Com m ander sta ted that he could
only act in conform i ty to the ir wishes , and therefore coul d
not re cognize the Sup . Council of the N orthern Jurisdi ction
as a t pre s ent cons titu ted . I t was not deem ed regular before
the Ifnion ,

and now , that the Un ion had taken p lace . it was
far m ore obje ctionab le than before , as the CERNEAU Coun cil ,
with which it had united

,
was Spur iou s , Illegal, Illegitim ate ,

and as su ch
,
never coul d be recog nized .

F inding that there was no hope of obtaining the desired
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object, the whole character of the interview was changed
from kind words to poin ted rem arks

,
and it was in tim ated

by the Com m ittee , that it was in the ir power , to overspread
the whole Un ited States with the ir su bordinate bodies— that
they had the m en

, the m oney ,
and the power on the ir s ide

,

and were prep are d , if not recogn ized , to do so. This cour se

O f procedure brought the whole m a tter to a pau se . After
m ature de liberation

,
ILL . BRO . PIK E proposed that the exi st

ing Northern Sup . Council shoul d be disso lved
, and that

they should get a RAYMO ND m an for Gr . Com m an der
, who

should form a new and regu lar Council . I f they should act

in accordance with this propos ition
,
the Northern Sup .

Counc il woul d be im m edi ate ly acknowledged ,
H e re the

interview close d . The Com m ittee left to retu rn to N ew

York
,
and report proceedings .

The re su lt of this proposition ,
which was im m edia tely acted

upon by the Su p . Gr. Council of the Northern Ju risdiction
,

was that said Counc il was at once dissolve d by unan im ous
consen t, and the Sov . Gr. Com m . , Sim on W . R obin son, a s

successor to the late Edward A. R aym ond , form ed a new

Council
,
and subsequently, at a m eeting of th is new Su p . Gr.

Counc il
,
at Nassau H all

,
Boston

,
D ec . 1 3th

,
1 866 announced

,

that consequen t upon the death of I II. Edward A . R aym ond
,

late Sov . Gr. Com m ander
,
he had su cceede d to the Sov . Gr.

Com m andership of the Sup . Gr . Council of Sov . Gr . I ns .

Gen . of the 33d and last degre e of the Anc . and Acc . Scottish
R ite of F ree M asonry ,

for the Northern Jurisdiction of the

Un ited State s of Am erica ,
and in the exercise of the R ights ,

Privilege s , and F unctions of said O ffice . H e had notified
and sum m oned the following I ll . Bre thren ,

v iz. Charles W .

Moore
,
Albert Case , Charle s B. Starkwe a ther , and A. B.

Young, to appear before him in Coun cil Cham ber , and they
having failed or neglec ted to O bey the sum m ons

, or to take
notice thereof, he de clare d and proclaim ed the ir seats vacant ,
and that he should proce ed to fill up the vacanc ies in the

Suprem e Counc il, pursuant to the Con stitutions of 1 786.

He then proceede d to form an en tire new Council , it being
the old Gourgas Council, renewed in the p erson of Sim on W .
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Coun cil of the W e stern Hem i sphere in 1832 , afterwards
known as the Haye s-Atwood Council, up to the year 1 863 ,

was not begotten ,
or brought forth by that body , m ediate ly, or

directly— in fact, never acknowledged , or had, or sought,
any connection with it.

The doctrin e of ILL . BRO . CERNEAU was , that, unle ss a

body be cam e properly O rgan ized, held its regu lar m ee tings ,
was in the con stant exercise of its functions, and showed by

its acts that it was en titled to re spe ct, it coul d not be con

sidered , or called
,
a body . W ithou t the se qualifica tions it

was only a
“
nam e, withou t any sub stance .

His body ,
from its fir st e stablishm ent, progre ssed , in

creased in num bers , re spe ctab ility, and influ en ce
, wa s en ti

tled to the nam e it bore
,
was a cknowledged by the Gr .

O r ient of France in 1 81 0
,
again in 1 81 6, and continu ed on up

to 1 82 7 in friendly relation s with that body . In 1 832 it was
acknowledged by the Sup . Gr. Coun cil of F ran ce

, Sup . Gr .

Council of Be lgium , Sup . ( s
i
r. Council of Brazil , and Sup .

Gr. Council of New Grenada , and had exchanged R epre
sentative s with them all . The MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE and

the CO UNT ST. L AURENT were its R epre sentative s in Fran ce
,

and each of the other Councils were well repre sented . In

1 862 it was again acknowledged by the Gr . O rien t of France .

See Doc . 2 4
, p age 64 ; D oc . No . 1 3

, page 65 Doc . 2 8, page
2 2 8 ; Doc . 37, page 370 ; Doc . 47, page 41 4.

The Sup . Coun cil of Bra zil was e stablished by CERNEAU ,

and continu ed for a long num ber of years in friendly accord
w ith the Cerne au body. See Doc . 2 5

,
page 2 08 D oc . 2 8,

page 2 9 2 .

The Suprem e Council of New Grenada was not e stab
lished by the Sup . Coun cil of the Southern Juri sdiction , bu t

by the Gr . O rient of France . Acknowledged the CERNEAU

body , and exchanged R epre sentative s . See Doc . 37. page

370 .

All the se bodies have had com plete R e cords kept. The

R ecord s of the Cerneau body up to 1 82 4, the R e cords of the
Am algam ated Council from 1 831 to 1836, and the Records of
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the ATWO OD-HAYES Council (the su ccessors to Cerneau),up to
1 863 .

ILL . BRO . PIKE, with a m anline s s and independ ence, char
acteristic of the man, acknowledge s

That the Record of the transactions of the Sup . Counci l for the Sou thern
Jurisdiction of the United States com m enced with the Session of 1 857. There

is no Record , there are to be found no m inu tes, no notes of any previous

m eetings. If
,
from its origin in 1 80 1 , to 1 857, there ever was any Record, or

Entry , or Mem orandum , form al ly m ade , of any regu lar m eeting of the body,
it was destroyed , with the papers of the Secretary Gen. during the W ar.

There is nothing to be found in the shape of Records , or Minu tes , to s hew that

e ve r any person was elected to m em bership in the Sup . Council . prior to 1 857.

Depu ties were appointed by Letters Patent , and acted, but there is no Record

of their appointm ent. Bodies were created , and existed , but there is no

record of any thing done in regard to them . Also, with the exception of

letters from BRO . Germans, and the correspondence and docum ents, in rela
tion to the Concordat m ade with the Sup . Council of Louisiana , there are but
few old docum ents and papers.

Thu s it appears, that while the se denunciation s, so ire
qu ently heaped upon the Cerneau body , were progressing,
the body is suing them had not an existence, only in nam e

,

c onfirm ing all that has at any tim e been said abou t it. There
wa s no body , no Records, no organ ization ,

nor was that
Cou n cil ever acknowledged by any Sup . Gr. Council in the
world until 1 82 8, at which tim e such acknowledgm ent was

applie d for, and effected, with the Gr. O rient of France by
a m e an trick , practiced by J. J. J. GOURGAS of New York ,
as has been already related in this His tory.

The Sov . Gr. Consistory (Cern eau) through its Comm ittee ,
in reporting upon D e La Motte ’ s docum ent state

Im m ed iately on its instal lation ,
the Grand Consistory gave notice to the

Suprem e Mason ic bodies in Europe and the W est Indies , to whom i t, at the

sam e tim e com m unicated , copies of the Pa tents und er which it was form ed .

These were fol lowed by the m ost am p le recognition on the part of the Sup

Gr. Council of F rance , an act
, sumcient in itse lf, to ou tweigh the cav ils of

a ll Im posters .

Hav ing heard that a Council existed at Charleston , So. Ca . ,
which yet

m igh t be in activity , a Circu lar, w ith copies of the Patent , or W arrant , and a

list of the m em bers , was also transm itted thither, and de livered to the per

son,
whose nam e appears as Gr. Com m ander, to the act approv ing De La

Motte
'

s denunciations. No answer being received, another was despatched ,

bu t with no better success. You r Com m ittee wil l here just rem ark , that if
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the Cou ncil at Charleston was a regu lar body , and deem ed us usurpers , it was

th eir du ty to take instant and effectual m eans to arrest ou r progress . I f we

were regu lar , Mason ic courtesy, as we ll as the ir obligations , requ ired them
to acknowledge us withou t de lay . They have done ne ither. This profound

silence ,
and neg lect . was

,
of i tself

,
sufficient to satisfy the Gr. Consistory that

the body at Charleston ,
if i t ever had a lawfu l existence

,
was extinct.

He also proclaim s at this late day ,
as wel l as at the com m encem ent

,
that

CERNEAU never had the 33d degree ,
and as a m atter of cou rse

,
not be ing pos

sessed of it , he cou ld not confer it upon others . The fol lowing Extract is

g iven from his address (page 305, Transactions,

In O ctober, 1 807 , one JO SEPH CERNEAU cam e from the W est Indies to New

York . He was in possession of the Twenty
-F ive degrees of the R ite ofP a

fection
,
or Heredom —4 1m sam e wh ich GERMAI N HACQUET carried back to F rance

in 1 804— where , in consequence of the Re volu tion ,
tha t R ite had been disused ,

and becom e obsolete and forgotten. CER NEAU had not the 33d degree , nor the

others added to the Rite of Perfection
,
to constitu te with it the Ancient and

Accepted R ite . Nor had he the true K adosh , wh ich ,
as is well known , on

accoun t of prej ud ice , had ceased to be work ed . H e pre tended to have no

m ore than the Rite of Perfection in Twen ty
-F ive deg rees . This is as perfectly

we l l known as any th ing on earth cou ld be . Possessed of this R ite of Here

dom
,
which had ceased to be worked in the Un i ted States

,
he organ ized in O c

tober , 1 837, a t N ew York, a Sovereign Grand Consistory of Suprem e Chiefs of

Exalted Masonry , of the Ancient Scottish Rite of Heredom
,
for th e Un ited

S tates of Am erica
,
their Territories and Dep endencies .

"

In reply to this we wou ld only state the well known fact,
that JO SEPH CERNEAU did have the 33d degre e that he
conferred the sam e on m any bre thren ; that as soon as a

sufficien t num ber was e leva ted to that degree he form ed a

Sup . Gr. Council of the 33d and la st degree , which Su prem e

Council was advertised in their firs t Annu ary . Again ,
in

1 81 2 — 1 3— 1 4—1 5 and 1 6 , the last nam ed Annu ary being fu ller
than the form er one s . They con tinu ed the Annu ary up to

1 82 7, when the Council and Consistory adjourned sine die.

All those Bre thren who have rece ived that degree from his

hands , directly , or through his su cce ssor s , have always been
acknowledged and re cognized , as 33d , by the Sup . Coun

cils of France , Belgium ,
Bra zil, New Grenada , England ,

Scotland , I reland , and Sou th Am erica. The li st i s a long one
,

and it is not nece s sary to m ention nam e s . Tho se who have
been e lev ated to the 33d degree , in the Cerneau Sup . Coun

cil
,
up to 1 863 , have always been satisfie d that they were

corre ct, and , after the u nion of the Haye s and R aym ond
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been since 1 851 . A detailed account of the whole transae
tion

,
with all the nam e s conne cted with it. has been pub

lished som e years since , in his
“
.Recollection s of Masonry,

”

from the year 1 82 4 to the year 1 860 , which will shortly be

publi shed in a book form . The Author has never denied it
to any person in the world , when que stioned about the
m atter.

W e shall now continu e the history of the United Council
u p to the tim e of its dissolu tion, and the e re ction u pon its
ru ins of the re su scitated RAYMO ND COUNCIL , and the history
of this latter Council down to its Un ion with the VAN BENS
SELARE Council in 1 867.

NEW YO RK ,
Thur sday,

Apr il 1 6, 1 863.

The Suprem e Grand Coun cil m et thi s day , at two o
’clock

P. M and was op ened in the u su a l form by the

Grand Com m ander , EDMUND B. HAYE s
, as sisted by

W . RO BINSO N, l st Commander .

GEO RGE M . RANDALL
, Grand Minister of State.

DAN IEL SICKLES , Grand Secreta ry General
HENRY C . BANKS

, Grand Marshal General

AARON P. HUGHES , Grand Sword Bearer.

JOHN IN NES, Grand Standard Bearer .

Ps'rsn LAW SON , Grand Expert I ntroductor.

The Comm ittee on Alterations and Am endm ents to the Constitutions then

m ade. the fol lowing report

That Title 1 , Article 1 , be so am ended as to read , after the word

Grand Captain of the Guard and twenty
-fou r Active Mem bers, who shal l , &c.

W hich was unanim ously adopted .

Ti tle I . Article 1 7 , be so am ended that the fee for the thirty
-third degree

shal l be fifty dollars .

Unanim ously adop ted .

And also recom m ended the fol lowing resolutions
Resolved, That a ll funds now in the hands of this Body , or to com e thereto ,

exceeding the sum of fifty dollars, be p laced in the hands of a Board of th ree
Trustees, to be appointe d by the M . Com m ander, by th em

to be deposited in their nam es as such Trustees, in such savings bank as they
m ay elect, to be drawn therefrom by a vote of this Body on ly .

Resolved , That the Secretary General shall receive from tim e to

tim e such sum s as the Suprem e Council shal l vote him for h is services as

Grand Secretary General
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Resolved
, That the sum of two hundred dollars be. appropriated to purchase

rituals of the A.

-
.and A .

~
.Rite , now being prepared by MACOY SICKELS , under

the supervision of 1 11 . '

.Bros .

°

.HAYES and MCCLENAOHAN .

All of which were unanim ously adopted .

The appointm ent of Deputy Grand Inspector Genera l for the State ofMassa
chusetts , was referred to the

-
.Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander

,
with power.

The Grand Secretary was d irected and authorized to receive the effects of the

late Suprem e Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States
,
as

per Articles of Consolida tion .

The M . Com m ander was clothed with discretionary powers to
confer the deg rees O f the du ring the recess of the Suprem e

Council .
The M .

'

.P . asov .

-
.Grand Com m ander then appointed Ill .

'

.Bros .

'

.H . C . BANKS,
JO HN INNES and C. T. MCCLENAO II AN , Trustees for this Suprem e Council .

JUNE 6th
,
1863.

— The Com m ander stated to the 1 11 9 .

Brethren that he had convened them for the purpose of .assisting him to con

fer the thirty
-th ird and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Bite upon

I ll -P rince ZENAS C . PR IEST, and according ly d irected C. BANKS,
Acting Master of Cerem onies , to introduce I ll .

-
.Prince PR IEST.

The Master of Cerem onies then presented the who

received the th irty
-third and last degree of the A .

-
.Rite in due form .

After wh ich addresses were delivered by LEW IS , PAIGE

and BANKS .

SEPTEMBER 2 d
,
1 863 .

— The M .

-
.P. Com m ander then read and

subm itted his annual address and report, as follows
AND SUBLIME PR l NCES

O ur gratefu l acknowledgem en ts are due to Him who dwel leth between the

Cherubim ,
for the m anifold blessings and com forts which in His infinite

beneficence He has been p leased to bestow u pon u s during the last past year,
and for p erm ission to aga in assemble in ou r sacred asylum on the occasion of

our annual Conclave .

As the Grand Com m ander of the Suprem e Grand Cou ncil . it becom es m y

du ty to render to you an account of m y stewardship ,
and whatever else has

transpired in our beloved Ancient and Accepted Rite for the last year, and to
recom m end such m easures as the interests of our Rite m ay require .

My first official act during the recess of the Suprem e Grand Council , was
the appointm en t

,
on th e tenth day of Novem ber last , of our

TO N F . PAIGE, of Bingham ton the Depu ty Grand Master of the Grand Lo
dge ,

as ou r District Depu ty Inspector General for this State , and a few days after

I received a com m unication from him , enclosing applications for charters for

a Lodge of Perfection , Council of Princes of Jeru salem ,
Chapter of Rose

Croix , and a

'

Consistory of Princes of the Roya l Secret , all under the dis~

tinctive title of Central City , to be located at Syracu se , N . Y.
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The necessary inform ation was im m ediately forwarded to
and the resu lt of h is labors wil l be m ade known to you in h is ofi cial report.

About the m iddle of last year , the Suprem e Grand Council hav ing voted

the thirty
-third degree to Sublim e Princes R I CHARD M. BARKER , W I LLIAM

ELLISON , W I LLI AM F . K NOWLES, N ICHO LAS HATHAW AY, JOHN F . CUR R IER ,

RICHARD F . SPO FBORD, JR .
,
and DANI EL W . LAW RENCE, all m em bers of the

Grand Consistory of the State of Massachusetts , on the twentieth day of

Novem ber last , accom panied by .our J . SEYMO UR , I proceeded

to the city of Boston , and on the following day e levated the above-nam ed

Brethren to that sublim e and superior degree .

In Decem ber last, at a specia l session of the Suprem e Grand Council , a

com m ittee , consisting of the I ll .-.Grand Secretary General and Grand Com

m ander
,
were appointed on the condition of the Ancient and Accep ted Rite in

the United States.

Your Com m ittee , after careful investigation O f the arduous duties assigned

th em , and learning with p leasure that the Suprem e Grand Council for the
Nor thern District and Jurisdiction of the Un ited States , over which

EDWARD A . RAYMOND presided. whose Grand East was at Boston , was desirous,

as was our Suprem e Grand Council , that th e difficu lties so long existing in

our Ancient and Accepted Rite shou ld be healed ,
and union and harm ony

reign suprem e in our beloved O rder , your com m ittee proceeded to the city of

Boston , and from an interview had w ith a num ber of the m em bers of said

Suprem e Grand Council , becam e conv inced ,
as did our Il l.-.Brethren of Boston,

that a union of the two Bodies be had u pon a jus t and honorable basis.

W ith this object in v iew, your com m ittee returned to New York , and at a

special session of the Suprem e Grand Council was added to

you r com m ittee , who were em powered to act in the prem ises.

Accordingly , on the seventh day of F ebruary , your com m ittee visited
‘

the

city of Boston , where , m eeting with a sim ilar com m ittee , consisting of Ill us

trions Brothers EDWAR D A . R AYMOND ,
LUCIUS R . PAIGE and GEO RGE M .

RANDALL
, Articles of Consol idation were solem nly entered into between the

contracting parties , and I am m ost happy to announce that the two Suprem e

Grand Councils were united u nder the title of the Suprem e Grand Council of

the thirty-third and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite for the

United States of Am erica
,
their Territories and Dependencies.

By the sixth Artic le of Consolidation ,
the num ber of Active Mem bers of the

Suprem e Grand Council was increased to seventeen ,
thereby creating eight

new offices.

By the seventh Article , of Con sol idation . the position of Sovereign Assistant

Grand Com m ander was conferred on I l lu striou s EDWARD A . RAYMOND , in
recognition of his long and d istingu ished services in our Rite .

O n the first day ofMarch
, I issued a circu lar let ter to the various subordinate

Bodies in our jurisdiction ,
adv ising them of the consolidation of the two

Suprem e Grand Councils , and of the increase of the num ber of ofiicers. W hat

action has been bad by them ,
I am unable to say .

On the fifteenth day of April , the final ratification of the union of the two

Bodies was consum m ated at our Grand East , at which session the ofi cers
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city of Manchester and conferred the degrees upon seven oth er Brethren ,

m aking in all twenty
-six Am ong the num ber at Manchester was Sir

K nigh t EDWARD W . HAR R INGTO N ,
who

,
by the recom m endation of

HUGHES, I appoin ted District Deputy Inspector General for said State , after

h av ing elevated him to the grade necessary for that position .

O n the fifth day of May , I v isited the city of Bosron , and conferred the

thirty
-third degree on EDW IN C . BA ILEY. a m em ber of the Grand Consistory

of Massachusetts , that high grade hav ing been v oted him by the Suprem e

Council of the Northern Jurisdi ction , previou s to the Union .

O n the sixth day of May ,
accom pan ied by ELLISO N ,

ou r District Depu ty for Massach u se tts
,
I v isited Prov idence , R . I .

,
and con

ferred the degrees on Sir Kn ights W I LLIAM B. BLANDING and THO S. A . DO YLE.

being strong ly recom m ended by our Brethren from Massachu

setts , and m ore especia lly by as being worthy of the

honors of the thirty
~third degree and the position of District Depu ty for

said State , and believing it to b e for the general interest of our O rder , I con

ferred on him that h igh grade and appointed h im to that high and exalted
posi tion ,

and p laced in his hands a blank pe tition for a Grand Consistory

W arrant .

O n the seventh day of May , I conferred the degree on His Excel lency
JOSEPH A . GILMO R E, Gov ernor of th e State of N ew Ham psh ire , a lso NATHA NIEL
HALL, of Hooksett , both Breth ren subscribing to the oath of fealty and alle
giance , and signing the petition for said State .

O n the eighth day of May
,
in the city of Boston ,

I conferred th e thirty
-third

degree on Subl im e Prince JO HN K . HALL , I ll.-.Com m ander-in-Chief of the

Grand Consistory of the State of Massachusetts , that high grade having been

voted him prev ious to the un ion of the two Suprem e Counc ils .

O n the seventeenth day of May , I received a com m un ication from Sublim e

Prince W ILLIAM B. BLAND ING , of Prov idence , requesting m e to visit said city ,

as a constitu tional num ber of Master Masons were very anxious to receive

the degrees for the purpose of organizing a Grand Consistory for the State of

Rhode Island .

According ly ,
on the fol lowing day ,

I v isited Prov idence , and
, assisted by

our F I ELD
,
I con ferred the degrees on n ineteen (1 9) Master

Masons , and after they h ad subscribed to the oath of fea lty and a llegiance,
I receiv ed their pe tition for a W arrant of Constitu tion ,

and on the twenty

second day of the m onth , assisted by the m em bers of the Suprem e Grand

Council and a large de legation of Sublim e Princes from Boston
,
Mass .

,
the new

and beau tifu l Mason ic hal l
,
at Prov idence , was consecrated

,
the Grand Con

sistory inaugurated , and its officers du ly instal led and proclaim ed .

O n the following day , I v isited R . PA IGE, of Cam bridge
port , Mass .

, and received from him what books and pap ers were in his posses
sion relating to the Suprem e Grand Council for the Northern Jurisdiction

,

which
,
by the fourth article of consolidation

,
all properties of whatever nature ,

kind or description belonging to the parties hereto , or either of them ,
were

declared to be vested in the Suprem e Grand Council for th e United States of

Am erica .
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O n the sixth day of June , th e nam e of ZENAS C . PR I EST
, Sublim e Prince of

the Royal Secret, Grand Com m ander of the Grand Com m andery of the State

of New York ,
was presented for the honors of the thirty

-third degree . Bros .

PR I EST being v ery high ly recom m ended by -IN L . LEW IS, JR .
,
our

Grand O rator
,
also F . PAIGE

, our District Deputy Inspector,
I called a special m eeting of the Suprem e Grand Council and invested him
with the secre ts of that high grade .

About the twe lfth of June , I received a pressing inv itation to v isit the town

of Cham bersbu rg ,
Penn .

,
in reference to m atters re la ting to th e Ancien t and

Accepted Rite , from the tenor of which I was prone to believe that different

bod ies of our O rder m igh t be established in said p lace .

I im m ediately responded to the ca ll , and in com pany with

SICKELS v isited said p lace ; and have no doubt Bodies of ou r Rite cou ld have
been established there , had i t not been for the h igh state of excitem ent in con

sequence of the expected raid of General JENKI NS
,
of the rebe l arm y, which

was m ade m anifest on the second day of ou r arriva l by a v isitation of twelve
hundred of his cava lry ,

in the dead hour of n ight .

The p lace being in the hands of the rebels
,
of cou rse all bu siness was su s

pended ,
and we detained as p risoners un til be evacu ated the town

, which

occurred two days after ; em bracing th e opportunity we retu rned to N ew

York .

O n th e nineteenth day of June
,
the Grand Consistory of th e State of N ew

Ham pshire was inau gurated , and i ts officers installed , a t the city of Nashua ,

C. BA I LEY , of Boston
, presiding . I t was m y intention to

hav e been presen t on that occasion
,
and

‘

to have taken part in those

beau tifu l and interest ing cerem onies ; bu t hav ing been de tained at Cham bers
bu rg ,

Penn.
,
in com pany w ith and retu rning to New York

on the day of inaugu ra tion , I was unable so to do bu t learned that after the
cerem onies were concluded ,

the Brethren by inv itation sat down and part
'

ook

of a sp lend id banquet gotten up by Sublim e Prince CHASE . N othing trans

pired to m ar the harm ony of the occasion ,
th e Brethren re turning to their

respective hom es well p leased with their day '

s entertainm ent .

O n the seventh and tenth days of June , I e levated to th e grade of thirty
third deg ree , Sublim e Princes J . H . HO BART W ARD and N I CHOLAS M ICKELS

,

who had been voted that degree at a m eeting of the Suprem e Council of
Boston .

In the m onth of June , I received a com m unication from I ll .

of Lowel l , Mass . ,
in reference to the organization of a Grand Consistory for

the State of W isconsin . I thereupon v isited who kindly and

fratern ally placed m e in possession of the necessary inform ation ,
as also

letters of introduction to som e of the m ost prom inent Masons of the State

of W isconsin . And hav ing m yself received a letter from L .

PALMER ,
Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of that State , requesting

m e to v isit h im for that purpose ,
the Brethren of W isconsin being so h ighly

recom m ended by Ill . and a num ber of Sublim e Princes from

the State of Massachu setts , accom panied by I set ou t for

the ci ty ofMilwaukee , where I arrived on the fifth day of August , and on the
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three following days, I conferred the degrees on twenty
-nine Bre thren ,

who

subscribed to the oa th of fealty and allegiance , and to a petition of a W arrant

of Constitu tion ; and being desirou s to b e inaugurated and installed , as a

m ajority of the m em bers were residents in different parts of the State , on

the tenth of the m onth ,
the beau tifu l and interesting cerem onies of consecra

t ion and inauguration were perform ed to the en tire sa tisfaction of all present .

At the conclu sion of the cerem on ies th e Brethren partook of a splendid
banqu et , at the N ewhal l Hou se .

Previou s to the inaugura tion of the Grand Con sistory . I e levated to the

g rade of thirty
-third d egree , Sublim e Prince HENR Y L . PALMER

,
and appointed

him District Depu ty for said State . I a lso conferred th e deg ree on Subl im e

Prince ALV IN B. ALDEN , Grand Master of the Grand Lodge ,
and W I LL IAM I

‘

.

PALMER
, Grand Secretary of the sam e

,
a lso on MELVIN L . YO UNGS , Grand

Lecturer , JAR ED W . CR I PPEN and SAM UEL F . GREELEY , Sublim e Princes.

Lafayette Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix ,
located in this city , has been

working under a warran t gran ted by the Sov ereign Grand Consistory in the

year 1 82 4
,
to I l la . Bros . . O LIVER M . LO W NDS, GAR RET MO RGAN , HENR Y

MARS H
,
W . T. HUNTER

,
MAR I ANO VALASQUES and VVI LLI ALI H . VVETMO RE

,

said warrant having been issued previou s to th e establishm en t of Lodges of

Perfection and Councils of Princes of Jeru salem
,
under the organ ization of

the Sovereign Grand Consistory, and giving them power to confer the

d egrees up to and including the Rose Croix ,
which is in v iolation of our Grand

Cons titu tions of the year 1 862 , which expressly say , Chapters of Rose Croix

shal l have power to confer the seventeen th and eighteenth degrees only . I

wou ld respectfu lly recom m end that a warran t be issued in accordance with

the Grand Constitu tions. free of charge , and the old warrant deposited in the

Archives of the Suprem e Grand Council .
A t the las t session of the Su prem e Grand Council a resolu tion was passed ,

em powering the Tru stees to receiv e all m oneys in the hands of the Treas urer

e xceeding and to deposit the sam e in som e savings bank or institu tion
,

to be drawn ou t on ly by a vote of the Suprem e Grand Council .
The m em bers of the Su prem e Council and Sovereign Grand Consistory

will rem em ber that three Grand Consistories have been received into the

sisterhood of these em inent Bodies during the last year , and consequent ly ,
v ery heavy expenses h ave been incurred by officers of the Suprem e Counci l in
visiting the di ff erent States for the pu rpose of organ izing the sam e

, and before
the next annu al session of the Suprem e Council I hav e no doubt p e titions
will be received for the organ ization of these Bodies in the States of Verm ont

,

Pennsy lvan ia , I llinois , Indiana and Mich igan . and to institu te said Bodies it

wil l be necessary for the em powered to act to have the where

withal to m eet the expenses of v isiting those States as the resolution now

reads , it is im possible so to do withou t a m eeting of the Suprem e Coun cil ; I
wou ld therefore recom m end that th e re solu tion be so am ended as to enable the
Brother appointed to act in th e prem ises.

During the recess of the Suprem e Grand Council I h ave rece ived for con

ferring the deg rees , u p to and including the th irtyo third
, and for patents , two

thousand one hundred and fifty
-five dollars
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during the last year, and m ust of necessity so continue , as the different Grand

and Su bordinate Bodies spring into existence in our jurisdiction , it is necessary

that such m easures be taken as wil l expedite the sam e .

I wou ld therefore recom m end the appointm ent of the fol lowing com m ittees

on F inance , on F oreign Correspondence , on Appeals , and on Printing .

1 have thus, inform ed yOu of m y officia l acts during the last
year. I hope and trust that in all ou r deliberations here , we m ay have

’

bu t

one object in view— to please each other, to be as a unit in all our acts ; and

m ay the session redound to the prosperity of our Rite. May the Grand

Architect of the Universe sm ile upon our efforts, and bless all our labors with
success .

SEPT. 2 d
,
1 863 .

—I ll . offered the fol lowing resolu tion , wh ich was
adopted

Resolved, That Dl. be and they are

hereby appointed a com m ittee to prepare , and, with the approva l of the

Com m ander, to issue , .
at as early date as practicable , a

condensed statem ent of the origin and h istory of the recent attem pt of certain

parties residing in a State within and under the jurisdiction of this Grand

Council , to organize a Council of Sovereign Inspectors General , in opposition

to the au thority of this Body.

O cr. 1 9th , 1 864.
— I ll . J. SEYMO UR then introduced L.

BARO N A. HUGO DE BULO W , the Grand Representative of this Suprem e Counci l
near the Suprem e Counci l of F rance

,
who was received with the honors due

h is rank.

O cr. 2 oth
, 1 864.

—Your Com m ittee on Nom inations. to whom were referred

various nam es for the grade of Deputy Inspector Genera l and others for

Activ e Mem bership in th is Suprem e Counci l , having considered the m atter

referred
,
wou ld report . subm itting the following nam es for Active Mem bership

in the Suprem e Counci l :
L . PALMER

, of W isconsin .

THOMAS J . CORSO N , of New Jersey .

GEO . W . BENTLEY
, of Massachusetts .

AAR ON K ING ,
of New Ham pshire .

W I LLI AM R . HI GBY
, of Connecticut.

CLINTO N F . PAI GE
, of New York.

O CT. 2 1 , 1864.
—The Secretary then offered his resignation as

Grand Secretary.

The I ll.-.2 d Lieutenant Grand Com m ander
, H. THOMPSON , ofi'

ered his rosig
nation of ofi ce .

The m em bers of the Suprem e Council then proceeded , in accordance with
the am ended Constitut

i

ons
,
to the election of officers for the ensuing three

years.
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Active m em bers of the Suprem e Council present

W . RO BIN SON ,

'

l
‘

. McCLENAcHAN ,

HO PKINS THO MPSON , PETER LAWSO N ,

JO HN L . LEW IS , JO HN INNES,
LUCI US R . PAIGE , HENRY L . PALMER ,

DANIEL SICKELS , GEO . W . BENTLEY.
RO BERT E. RO BERTS , AAR O N K ING ,

HAR RY J . SEYMO UR , CLINTO N F . PAIGE.

The following officers were then du ly elected
B. HAYES , Com m ander.

JO HN L . LEW IS , 1 st Com m ander.

LUCIUS R . PAI GE, Grand O rator.

DAN I EL SI CKELS
,
Grand Secretary General

GEO RGE W . BENTLEY , Grand Treasurer .

HENRY C . BANKS , Grand Marshal Genera l .
CHAS. T . MCCLENAOHAN

,
Grand Master of Cerem onies.

JO HN INNES , Grand Standard Bearer.

W ILLI AM F I ELD
,
Grand Captain of th e Guard .

NEW YORK , December 2 0 , 1 864.

The Su prem e Grand Council m et this day , and was opened in the usual

form by the M.

'

.Grand Com m ander, EDMUND B. HAYES
,
assisted by

C. BANKS
, Grand Marshal General

CHAS . T. McCLENACHAN
, Grand Master qf Cerenwnies .

JO HN INNES , Grand Sta ndard Bearer.

PETER LAW SO N , Active Member .

RO BERT E. RO BERTS
,
Active Member .

W ILLIAM ELLISO N , D ep uty Imp ecwr General,
HUGH GARDNER ,
J . H . H . W AR D

,

The Suprem e Council was opened in am p le form by the Com

m ander , who stated that this Specia l m eeting had been cal led by h im in con

sequ ence of the large am ount of bu siness that had been left unattended to by

the Body at its annu a l session .

The Secretary General , SIOK ELS , being absent , the Grand
Com m ander appointed I ll . T. M OCLENACHAN Secretary General p ro

The Com m ittee on Nom inations reported unanim ously in favor of gran ting
the thirty

-th ird grade to JOHN G. CASE, of Boston , Mass .

Report received , and ballot ordered im m ed iately, which resu lted in e lecting
to the grade of Depu ty Inspector General .

O n m otion ,
it was then determ ined by the Grand Body ,

that if any Sub

lim e Prince were in waiting for the grade of thirty
-th ird ,

who had been
e lected

,
th e degree shou ld be conferred before proceeding w ith other business .

SiIblim
'

e Princes SAMUEL C. LAW RENCE and JOHN G . CASE, both of Massachu
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setts
,
be ing in waiting ,

were then introduced in due form , and fu lly rece ived

constitu ted and acknowledged Depu ty Inspectors General of the thirty-th ird
and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted R ite , and instructed and pro

c laim ed as such , b eing greeted with the Grand Honors.

DEC. 2 otb ,
1 864. ELLISO N resigned h is pos ition as Dep

u ty for the Com m onwea lth of Massachu setts , and C . LAW

RRNCE was appoin ted to fil l the v acancy .

‘

.JO HN SHEV ILLE was appoin ted Depu ty for the State of New Jersey .

W ELCH was appoin ted Depu ty for th e State O f New York .

SEPT. l l th
,
1 865. T . MCCLENACHAN , preferred a charge ,

with three specifications , of the v iolation of sundrv obligations by HENRY J .

SEYMO UR ,
of the Ancien t and Accep ted Rite as set forth in the ritual of

the degrees .

The charge and spec ifications were read in the presence of the

Com m ander and In spector Genera l presen t .

l ll.-.Bro .

-
.HENRY C . BANKS. m oved that the charge and specifications be

referred to a com m ission , which was carried . and the Sov a Grand Com m ander

announced I ll . '

.Br0 s .

‘

.HENRY C . BANKS, JO HN INNES and HO PK rNs THOMPSO N ,

said com m ission for the trial .
T. MCCLENACHAN ,

m oved the adoption of the following
resolu tion
Resolved

, That the ru les
,
form s and laws which govern trials in the Grand

Lodge of the Stat e of N ew York , or other Masonic Bodies. be designated as

those to govern in the condu ct of th is case .

“r

hich was ca rried .

on behalf of D . SICKELS , m oved that a com

m ittee be appointed to take in to consideration th e propriety of resum ing the

old nam e
, Suprem e Council of Northern Jurisdiction of the United States of

Am erica
,
in lieu of the one at present adopted ,

the said com m ittee to report at

the next adjou rned m eeting O f this Body. Carried .

Cbmmdtee.

I ll. I ll . °

.Bro .

°

.MCCLENACHAN , I ll .

‘

.Bro .

’

.BANKS.

SEPT. l l th
,
1 865 . m oved that the Sov . : Grand Com m ander

appoint one or m ore delega tes to repair to Charleston . S . G.
,
at the m eeting of

the Sou thern Suprem e Council .

O cr. 2 2 d
,
1 865 — The com m ittee appointed at the last m eeting to consider

the propriety of resum ing the nam e of the Suprem e Coun cil for the Northern
Jurisdiction of the Un ited States , reported in favor of resum ing said nam e .

W hich report was , on m otion
,
rece ived and unan im ou sly adopted .

I ll .-.Bro .

-
.SICK EIS announced the nam es of R . PA IGE of

Cam bridgeport , Mass. , and SICK EIS , of N ew York
,
as the com m ittee appointed

by the Com m ander to v isit the Suprem e Council ofo the
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all the rights and privilege s of m asonry in every branch O f the Ancient and

Accepted Scottish Rite .

Signed by com m ittee , HENR Y C . BANKS, JO HN INNEs , HO PKI NS THO MPSON .

O n m otion. the report was received and the resolu tion unanim ous ly adopted ,

—the m em bers voting viva rose by roll call , beginning with the junior m em ber
(see Note).

NGTE — Brother SEYMO UR denied the right of th is Su prem e Counci l to try him ,

denying its au thority and legitim acy , and as serting that as h e had never

belonged to it , since its form ation in O ctober , 1 864 (see Ante), it had no juris
diction whatever O ver him . I t is adm itted on all sides that after the form ation

of this Council , in O ctober, 1 864, rem ain ed away from the

Suprem e Council .
The Com m ittee on Recom m endation then m ade the fol lowing report

That they take grea t p leasu re in recom m ending for th e grade of Deputy

Inspector General the follow in g Sublim e Princes of the Roya l Secret
GEO RGE J . GARDNER . Syracuse , N . Y .

JAMES M . AUSTIN , Grand Secretary Grand Lodge , New York .

W I LLIAM A. SMITH
,
W orceste r

,
Mass .

HENR Y B. ATHERTO N , New Ham pshire .

JAMES B. CHAFFEE, Afton ,
N . Y .

GEO RGE W . W ASHBURN
,
Jr.

,
W isconsin .

J . CLARKE HAGEY
,
Penn sy lvan ia .

CHAS . H . W H ITE
,
Boston , Mass .

H . CLAY PRES TO N , Bingham ton , N . Y .

GEO . A. BAR NEY
,
N ew York City .

And for Active Mem bership in th is Suprem e Council

J . CLARKE HAGEY, Pennsylvania .

And for Depu ty for the State of W isconsin

ALVIN B. ALDEN .

Also for Active Mem bership in this Suprem e Council
W ILLIAM BAR RETT ,

N ew Ham psh ire .

The report was received , and ,
on m otion

,
the Il l / Brethren were ba lloted

for and du ly elected .

JUNE 7th ,
1 866 — Com m ittee on Nom inations then presen te d the following

report of nam es for the favorable consideration of this Council

Rev . B . M . JO HNSO N ,
D . D of Carlisle , Pa .

, proposed by
SEYMO UR H . STO NE, of Syracuse, N . Y.

, proposed bv

W ELOH .

CHARLES H . Fu n
, of Plattsburgh , N . Y. . proposed by Ill F . PAIGE.

DAN IEL H . GO ULD , of Connecticut
, proposed by Ill .

-
.Bro.

'

.H IGBY .

JOHN F . CO LLINS, New York City .

D . S . WALDR O N ,

*

proposed by
S I DNEY HAYDEN ,

of Pennsylvania , proposed by
GR EGO RY SA'

ITERLEE , proposed by Ill .
-
.Bro. LAWSO N ,

referred to Comm ittee .

R eferred back to Com m i ttee .
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In pursuance of a Summ ons of which the following is a true copy

H EA L TH , STA B I L I T Y, P O W ER .

F rom the East of the Suprem e Council of Sov . of the thirty
third and last degree , Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite , for the Northern
Jurisdiction of the United States of Am erica, under the of the Z.

near the answering to 40 ° 42
'

40
”
N . L.

,
and 2 ° 0

’
and 51 ” E.

Lon
, Meridian of Washington City .

O R IENT or NEW YORK , Nov . 2 7, 1 866 .

Peer and HGr HIm

You are hereby sum m oned to m eet the '

.Com m ander , and Bre thren

Sov . at Nassau Hall , corner of W ashington and Com m on

Streets , Boston , Massachusetts, on Thursday, Decem ber 1 3th ,
at 1 1 o

’

clock,
A . M . , for the purpose of opening a session extraordinary of the Suprem e

Council , and for the transaction of such bu siness as m ay legally com e before it.
Per order,

S. W . ROBINSON ,

Commander of the Suprem e Council for

Northern Jurisdiction U. S . A .

Attest : JOHN F . CURR IER
,

The fol lowing nam ed Sovereign Grand Inspectors Genera l
as sem bled at Nassau Ha ll, in the city O f Boston , State of Massachusetts, on the

fifth day of the Hebrew m onth called Tebet
,
A . answering to Thurs

day the thirteenth day of Decem ber, in the year of our Lord 1 866
W . RO BINSON . SHEVILLE,

JO HN L . LEW IS, CLINTON F . PA IGE ,

LUCIUS R . PAIGE, J . CLARKE HAGEY ,
GEO . W . BENTLEY , W ILLIAM BARRETT

,

HENR Y C. BANKS, AAR ON K ING ,

C . T . MCCLENAGHAN
, PETER LAW SON ,

W ILLI AM F I ELD
,

H O N O R A R Y .

C . LAW RENCE, A. DOYLE,
R I CHARD M. BARKER

, W YZEMAN MARSHALL,
JO HN G . CASE, JAMES H. F REELAND

,

JO HN F . CUR R IER , ALBERT H . GO O DALL , Represen
ISR AEL HUNT , tative of the Suprem e Council
R . M . C. GRAHAM , of Brazil .

W . RO BINSON ,

'

.Grand Com m ander , being present,

announced that , consequent upon the death of A. RAYMO ND , late
Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander

,
he had succeeded to the Com m andership

of the Suprem e Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General O f the thirty

third and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of F reem asonry
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for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States of Am erica ; and, in the

exercise of the rights , privileges and functions of said office , he had notified

and sum m oned the fol lowing viz. CHAREES W . MO ORE, ALBERT
CASE, CHARLES R . STARKW EATHER and A . B. YO UNG ,

to appear before him in

Council Cham ber , and they having failed or neg lected to O bey said sum m ons.

or to take notice thereof, he declared and proclaim ed their seats in the Suprem e

Council to be vacant , and that he shou ld proceed to fill u p the vacancies in

the Suprem e Coun cil , pursuant to Articles 2 and 3 of the Constitu tions of 1 786.

W hereupon the Bre thren Sovereign Grand Inspectors General renewed their
O ath of F ealty and Alleg iance to the Com m ander , and retired

from the Council Cham ber.

The Com m ander thereupon associated with h im se lf
LAW SON as Treasurer Gen eral of the H . and they thereupon concurred in

the choice O f L . LEW I S
, of Penn Yan ,

N . Y.
, as the third m em ber of

the Suprem e Council
, pu rsuant to sa id Constitu tion .

I ll . L . LEW I S was th en in troduced into the Council Cham ber , and‘

was thereupon appointed by the Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander his

Com m ander .

Th e three I ll .
-
.Brethren then unan im ou sly m ade choice O f R .

PAIGE, of Cam bridgeport , Mass . , as the fou rth m em ber of the Suprem e Council .
R . PA IGE was th en introduced , and chosen Grand Min ister

of State and Grand O rator.

The four then m ade choice O f F . PAIGE
, of

Bingham ton ,
N . Y.

,
as the fifth m em ber of the Suprem e Council .

F . PAIGE was then introduced ,
and du ly chosen Grand Marshal

General .
The five then m ade choice of I ll.-.CHAR Lm T. MCCLENACHAN, of

N ew York , as the six th m ember of the Suprem e Council .
T. MOCLENAOHAN was then in troduced into the Council Cham

her , and du ly chosen Grand Master of Cerem on ies.

The six I II -B rethren then m ade choice of F I ELD , of Provi

dence
, R . I .

,
as the sev en th m em b er of the Suprem e Council . He was then

introduced into the Council Cham ber ; and du ly chosen Grand Captain of the

Guard .

Th e seven III -Brethren th en m ade choice O f BARRETT, of

Nashua , N . H .
, as the eighth m em ber of the Suprem e Council .
BAR RETT was then introduced into the Council Cham ber, and

du ly chosen Grand Standard Bearer .

W hereupon the Sov .

-
.Grand Com m ander cau sed it to be proclaim ed that the

Suprem e Council , for the Northern Jurisdict ion of the United States O f

Am erica ,
was fu l ly organized ,

and proceeded to in stal l the officers in du e and

ancient form .

O n m otion
,
the fol lowing am endm ent to Article V, See . 1

,
of th e Constitu

tion of 1 786
,
was unanim ou sly adopted
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O pinion that it was irreg u lar , and therefore decided not to recognize the

Council .
I ll.-.Brofi-.PIKE ,

W hose researches , m asonic intelligence and fam iliar ao

quaintance with whatever pertains to the An cient and Accepted Rite g ives to

his O pinion alm ost the au thority of law ,
concu rs with the Sou thern Council

,

and he is a lso of the Op inion that the Ra ym ond Council is not dead, but its

v ita l energies suspended for the tim e being ; and the Lieu t .

-C om m ander,

under the late E. A . RAYMOND ,
succeeds to the offi ce of Sov .

" Grand Com m ander

of the only legi tim ate Cou ncil of the Northern Jurisdiction .

To p lace ou rse lves within the pale O f legitim acy ,
and secure fraternal rela

tions with the Sou thern Counci l and all o ther regu lar Councils , indu ced the

Bre thren to dis solve the Union Council , which has b een done by the unan

im ous consent of ev ery m em ber .

The Un ion Council being dissolved , its m em bers are consequently absolved
from the O ath of F ea lty , and m ay lawfu lly resu scitate the Ra y m ond Council

and exercise all the righ ts , priv ileges and functions to whiI h it was entitled
prev ious to its u nion w ith the Hayes Counc il .
This resuscitation has been consum m ated as provided in the 2 d section O f

Article 3 of the Constitu tion of 1 786 ; and proclam ation has b een m ade that

the O ffi cers have been regu larly appoin ted and instal led , and the Counci l is
now ready to proceed to the consideration of business that m ay regu larly
com e before it .

An d now , I ll
-B rethren , perm it m e to congratu late you upon the success

of your efforts in the business for which the present m eeting was cal led .

You have resu scitated this Council from its dorm ancy . breathed into it the

breath of life
,
and restored a ll the v ital energies with which it was originally

invested .

It is now believed that ev ery obstacle to a fu ll and com plete recognition by
all regu lar Councils is rem oved ,

and we m ay reasonably hope that this Su
prem e Council wi l l continu e to hold a high place in the scal e of usefulness

am ong the honored institu tions of the land . PAX VO BISCUM.

’

.LAW SO N presented the n am e of I ll . -.JOHN A . F O STER , of New York ,
for Active Mem bership . Wh ich application was laid on the table .

M . C . GR AHAM was then proposed for Active Mem bership .

W
'

hich application was laid on th e table .

Il l . nBro.

-
.BARREIT th en tendered h is resignation as Grand Standard Bearer.

W h ich was accepted .

resigned h is office as Grand Treasu rer . W hich was ao

cepted .

I ]l . F . PAIGE resigned h is office as Grand Marsh a l . Which was

accep ted .

R . PA I GE m oved that INNES be elected to the

ofii ce O f Grand Standard Bearer . W hich m otion was laid on the table .

I ll . nom inated to fill the position O f Grand
Marshal .
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'

.LAWSON nom inated to fill the position of Grand

Treasurer.

And
, upon the bal lot being taken

, was unanim ou sly

e lected Grand Treasurer, C . BANKS was unanim ously elected
Grand Marsha l .

-
.L R . PAIGE m oved to elect a second Master of Cerem onies

,
and

nom inated SHEVILLE.

m oved an am endm ent
,
to say , Resolved , that

SHEVILLE be e lected Grand Lecturer.

R . PA IGI : m oved to further am end (which was accepted), that
there be an ofii ce and ofii cer known as second Grand Master of Cerem onies

,

whose du ty it shal l be to act as Grand Lecturer .

Upon b allot being taken ,
Ill . '

.Bro . JO HN SHEVI LLE was u nan im ou sly e lected
second Grand Master of Cerem onies .

m oved that when we adjou rn we adjou rn to m eet on the

Thursday after the third W ednesday in May next
,
at 1 2 M .

,
in the city of New

York
,
at such p lace as the Secretary General m ay designate . Motion laid on

the table .

subm itted the fol lowing resolu tion
,
wh ich was unan i

m ously adopted

Resolved, That the Letters Patent and warrant of au thority under which the

various Bodies acknowledging the au thority of the Suprem e Council for the
N orthern Jurisdiction U .

-
.S. of which the following schedu le is a correct

exhibit , with all certificates of m em bership and Letters Patent granted by said

Body . be continu ed and confirm ed by this Suprem e Council
,
for the benefit of

a ll acknowledging its suprem e au thority in this jurisdiction , v iz. : Grand

Consistories of New Ham pshire , Massachu setts , Rhode Island
,
Connecticu t ,

New York ,
New Jersey , Pennsylvania , Indiana , I llinois , Michigan , W isconsin,

together with th eir subordinates.
O n m otion ,

Resolved ,
That the powers of all Depu ties in the several States b e continued ,

and their acts confirm ed .

I ll . '

.Bro .

'

.MCCLENACHAN asked , in behalf of 1 11 . -
. I .

Gen .

°

.for the State of New York ,
th at charters be granted to th e four Bodies at

Corning ,
N . Y.

,
at this session of the Council .

'

.C . F . PAIGE stated that he had subsequ ently seen 1 11 .

who requested that the m atter be delayed until the next regu lar session .

According ly ,
it was so ordered .

proposed CHASE, Grand Secretary of the

Grand Lodge of N ew Ham psh ire , for the Honorary Grade of Depu ty Grand

Inspector General . W hich was du ly seconded and unanim ously carried .

was then introduced
,
and the grade of

ferred upon him by the proper ofli cers .

m oved that a 33° Diplom a be presented to our venerable
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and beloved Brother HO RACE CHASE, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of

New Ham pshire . The m otion was seconded and carried .

I ll . s tated that Tem plar Lodge of Perfection , of New York , had

been resuscitated ,
and m oved that the Charter be restored to them with full

force and effect. Motion carried .

I ll. R . PA IGE proposed H . THOMAS , of Cam bridge
port , Mass .

,
for the Honorary Grade of Depu ty Inspector Genera l .

proposed PO PE , of Sou th Boston ,
Mass., for

th e Honorary Grade of Depu ty Grand Inspector General .
Both of which were unan im ou sly granted .

proposed SMALL , of N ew York , N . Y.
,
for

the Honorarv Grade of Depu ty Grand Inspector General . Seconded by I ll s .

Bro . and u nanim ou sly carried .

I ll .

-
.Bro .

-
.C. F . PA IGE proposed BUR NS , of Penn Yan , N . Y.

,

for th e Honorary Grade of Depu ty Grand Inspector General , which was unani

m ously gran ted . And the Lieu t .

'

.Grand Com m ander was au thorized to confer

the degree upon I ll .

.C . T. MCCLENACEAN w as au thorized to confer the deg ree of Depu ty

G rand Inspector General upon SMALL.

F . PA IGE m ov ed tha t M . C. GR AHAM be adm it ted

to Active Mem bersh ip in th is Suprem e Council . Motion seconded by 1 11 3 .

Bro .

‘

.BANKS
,
and carried .

O n m otion of II ] .

'

.Bro.

'

.BANKS, the General was requested and

au thorized to prepare a statem ent of our present personne l or tableau of

O fficers
,
m em b ers , etc.

m ov ed that a Comm ittee of Three be appointed to asoer

ta in the status of the Suprem e Council , funds , etc . Motion carried
,
and Sov c .

Grand Com m ander appointed D. SICKELS
, C. F . PAIGE, and G . W .

BENTLEY
,
com m ittee .

asked to be excu sed
,
which was granted , and

BARR ETT appointed in his p lace .

O n m otion of I ll . LAW SON ,
A . DO YLE

,
of R . I .

,
was

adm itted to A ctive Mem bership .

I t was
,
on m otion

Resolved, That when the Council adjourn
,
they adjou rn to m eet to-m orrow

,

Dec . 1 4, 1 866 , at ten o
’

clock A . M.

-
.L . R . PA IGE asked to be excu sed , on account of ill health , from

further attendance a t this session of the Council .
I ll .

-
.Bro .

'

.LAW SON m oved tha t a. Comm ittee of Conference b e appointed ,

consisting of the Lieu t .

-
.Grand Com m ander and two others to be appointed by

h im
,
to take into consideration the condi tion of the A . zand A .

-
.Rite .

After considerable discussion ,
the m otion was carried , and a com m ittee

,

consisting of L: LEW I S, PETER LAW SON and L . R . PAI GE
, was

appointed.
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W e will now take up the proceedings of the GouRGAs-VAN

RENSSELAER Coun cil from 1 860 , at which tim e ILL . BRO . RAY

MO ND had closed that Council, sine die, and had re tired from
it

,
le aving that body to pu rsu e its own cour se . The m em

bers of that Suprem e Cou ncil had been we ll indoctrinated
by the teachings of DE LA M OTTE

,
who began in 1 81 3 to

display his antics , by the establishm en t O f a Su prem e Coun

cil in New York City in the face O f the Cerneau Sup . Coun

oil then existing and regu larly acknowledged , hav ing aecom

plished which ,
b e exp e lled JO SEPH CERNEAU as an im postor

O f the first m agnitu de , from every M asonic Asylum within the
Ju risdiction

,
and proclaim ed that all those Symbolic Breth

ren
,
and others , who have be en raised by him

,
and his

as sociate s
,

are declared irregu lar , and unlawful . (See

D oc . NO .

H e was followed by J. J. J. GO URGAS, his form er Clerk in
bu sines s

,
whom he had initia ted , and m ade h im his p liant

tool
,
in the prosecu tion of his unwarran tab le and vindictive

proceedings . Next to them com e s GILES FO NDA YATES , the
scholar of GO URGAS , and EDWARD A . RAYMO ND ,

taught, and
fondled by both .

Added to the se worthie s
,
CHARLES W . M O O RE and K ILLIAN

H . VAN R ENSSELAER are not the least con sp icu ou s , with the
noted FI TZGERALD TI SDALE to bring up the re ar .

A peru sa l of the proce edings of that body, so m ixed up
with scu rrility and invective, tends only to belittle M asonry
in the view of the ou tside world , and a

-
p erson who is ao

qu ainted with the teachings and pre ten sions of the M ason ic
in stitu tion , i s really hum iliated

,
and disposed to tu rn from

the whole with disgust, and seek som e other subje ct for re

flection ,
from which he can derive profit and satisfaction .

Bu t it appears that even the m em bers of that Council had
becom e thoroughly dissatisfied with the extrem e doctrines of
the De La Motte School , and were determ ined to bring
abou t a change . ILL . BRO . RAYMO ND had a ssum ed unwar

rantable powers , in accordan ce with the Se cre t Constitu tion s,
and Van R ens selaer and his followers decided to follow in

the steps of the CERNEAU Council, by m aking the ir O fii cers
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e lective triennially, and increasing the num ber of the ir active
m em bers, thus abrogating its dire ct requ irem ents . K nowing
this to be the ir settled plan

,
ILL . BRO . RAYMO ND left, and the

Sup . Council adopted the change .

Strange to say, they advised with ILL. BRO . GOURGAS in

the ir dilem m a, who told them it wou ld be proper to se lect
som e Brother, an active m em ber of the body, and pu t

him in the Chair , which they proceeded to accom plish by
requ e sting ILL . BRO . K . H . VAN RENSSELAER to take the Chair ,
which , be ing done , they proce eded with the transaction of

the regu lar bu sine ss of the body .

The particu lars of this body are fu lly given by ILL . BRO .

RAYMO ND
,
in his addre ss

,
u nder date of 1 863 , se e page 9 , and

it i s not deem ed ne ces sary to repeat them here . After the
Com m ittee con sisting of ILL . BRO S . VAN RENSSELAER , CHRIS

TIE and STARKWEATHER ,
had v isited I LL . BRO . GO URGAS and

ob tained his opinion
,
they reported to the Coun cil , which

report was u nanim ou sly accepted
,
ILL . BRO .VAN R ENSSELAER

took the Chair, O pened the Council , and an Election was

then he ld
,
and the following I ll. Brethren were chosen to fill

the several O fii ce s
H. VAN RENSSELAER , P . l /ieut. Gr . Commander .

C . R . STARKW EATHER , Grand Minister of State.

JO HN CHR ISTI E , Gr and Master of Ceremonies .

ARCHI BALD BULL , Grand Marshal.

W M . B. HUBBARD, Grand Standard Bearer .

A Resolu tion passed unanim ou sly , that , in v iew of the advanced age , and

physical infirm ities of the present M . P. Sov . Gr. Comm . ,
e tc. , that it is de

m anded by the best interests of the Rite
,
that the Council shou ld , at an

early day , proceed to elect a M . P. Sov . Grand Com m ander .

MAY 1 5th , 1 861 .
— The Sup . Gr . Counci l was O pened in due form ,

P. Lieu t .

Gr . Com m ander presiding . The num ber of Active Mem bers of the Council

was increased to 33 , and the following Brethren were adm itted
,

"

and elevated
to the 33d degree . v iz

W INSLow LEW IS, M. D . ,
H . A . JO HNSON ,

W M. PAREMAN ,
N . H . GO ULD ,

W . S. GARDNER , A . E. STO CKER ,
M . D . ,

A. B. THOMPSON , GEO . W . DEERING.

O N MAY 2 1 st , l861 .
— The Council deposed from the Office of Sov . Gr. Com
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m ander of this Counci l , EDWARD A. RAYMOND, and proceeded to elect IL L ,

W M . B. HUBBAR D, of Colum bus, Ohio , to fill that office . Th e O ffice of Gr .

Treas . Gen . , filled by SIMON W . RO BINSON , was declared vacant , and the Coun cil
p roceeded to elect ILL . BRO . W M . PAR RMAN as Gr. Trees. of the H . E.

, ILL.

BRO . CHARLB W . MO O RE having resigned the O ffice of Gr. Sec. Gen . of the H .

E ILL . BR O . W INSLOW LEW IS was e lected in his stead
,
and ILL . BR O . CHARLES

W . MO O RE was e lected to the ofii ce of Gr. Standard Bearer.

MAY 2 l st , 1 862 .
—The annual Session of the Sup . Council was opened , K . H .

VAN RENSSELAER acting as Sov . Gr. Com m ander, ILL. CHARLES W . MO O RE as P.

Lieu t. Gr. Com m ander , ILL. W iNSLow LEWIS Gr. Sec . Gen . , ILL W M . PAREMAN

Gr . Treas . Gen.
, C . R . STARR W EATHEB Gr. Min . of State

,
and others . The fol

lowing Brethren were exa lted to the 33d degree and declared to be Honorary
Mem bers of the Sup . Council , v iz

Hon . JO SIAH H . DR UMMOND, Hon . F . G . TISDALL,
W ILLIAM SuTrO N , N . B. SHURTLEFF , M . D .

,

JO SEPH D . EVANS , EDWAR D P. BURNHAM , M . D. ,

RO ET. H . Foss , N . A . THOMPSO N .

C. A. DAV IS, D. B. TRACY , D . D

W M . P. PREBLE. JOHN McCLELLAN .

JO EL SPALDING, M . D . ,

The Sov . Gr. Com m ander addressed the Council concerning th e general

routine bus iness of the sam e. ILL . BR O . W M . B. HUBBARD and associates

m ade strenuous efforts to restore Peace and Harm ony to the body , and the
sittings of the Council were continued severa l days , in the hope that ILL. BRO .

RAYMOND wou ld m eet with the Council . Their efiorts were ineffectual , and
the Sov . Gr. Com m ander was deposed.

Im m ediately after the closing of the Sup . Council , in 1 861 , ILL . BRO .

RAYMOND, w ith the assistance and co-op eration of the late Treasurer, Gen .

RO BINSO N ,
con ferred upon several indi vi duals

,
the degrees of K adosh , and

Sub . Pr. of the Roya l Secret , and subsequ en tly elevated them to the for

the purpose of form ing a Sup . Gr. Counci l
,
and Sov . Gr. Consistory ,

after which

their labors were comm enced .

Charges we
‘

re preferred against ILL . BR O S. RAYMO ND , ROBINSO N . WM . F I ELD
,

PE’
I
'
BR LAW SO N , GEO RGE M . RANDALL . CHAR LES S . W rs

'

roo
'
rr, and JO HN A . F O STER ,

as aiding and abetting in the organization and working of a spurious and

clandestine body, and they were expelled . The Council proceeded to an

Election of M . P. Sov . Gr . Com m ander
,
resu lting in the choice of ILL . K . H .

VAN RENSSELAER to that office . Al so, ILL . BRO . JO SIA H H . DR UMMOND , as P.

Lieu t. Gr. Com m ander.

MAY 2 oth , 1 863.
—At th is Annual Meeting , the fol lowing Brethren were

exalted to the 33d and last degree, viz .

RO BERT BERNARD HALL, FRANCIS DARRAR ,

CHARLES CHASE DAME, RUFUS W HARTO N LANDER
,

SAMUEL K ING HU’
I‘CHIN SON , CHARLES LEVI W O O DBUR Y,
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The following persons were exalted to the 33d degree , and m ade Honorary

Mem bers of the Sup . Gr. Coun cil , viz.

BENJ . FR ANKL IN PATR ICK , O TIS HEN RY TI rrANr .

HENR Y CO LLIN S RANEY , JANE EASTMAN JO HNSO N .

The Sup . Gr . Coun ci l proceeded in the Triennial Election of Officers , and

m ade choice of the following for the ensuing Three years , viz .

Il l . Bro. JO S IAH H . DRUMM O ND , P . Lieut. Gr . Commander.

ABNER B. THOMPSO N , I ll . Tm as . Gen . of the H. E.

NATHAN B. SH I
‘

RTLEFF , Sec. Gen. t he 1 1 E.

HO SMER A . JO HN SON ,

RUFUS W . LANDO N ,

BENJAMI N DEAN
, Cap t. of the Guards,

HEMAN ELY, Marshal .

Cm W . MO O RE , Standard Bearer.

MAY
,
1 5th , 1 867

" SUP . GR . CorNCIL .
— A v ery fu l l Coun cil assem bled ,

with

M . P. Sov . GR . COMMANDER K . H . VAN RE N
SS ELAER presiding , and the body

O pened in am p le form .

The Joint Com m ittee of Conference of the two Gourgas bodies of the Anct.
and Ace . Scot . R ite in the Northern Jurisd iction of the Uni t ed Sta tes of

Am erica . recom m end the settlem ent of the differences existing between the

two bodies upon the follow ing term s

l st.

— There sh all be one Sup . Council ofthe A .

-
.A .

'

.Rite for the Northern Juris
diction of the Uni ted States , to be com posed of the United Sup . Coun cil s here

tofore exist ing therein , (i . e .
,
the resuscita ted Raym ond Council and the Van

Rensselaer Council , ) the one havin g its Gr . East in N ew York and the oth er

h aving its Grand Eas t in Boston ,
whose activ e m em bers shal l be Twenty

Eigh t in num ber from each Council , and no m ore a t the tim e of Union , in

order that the United Counci l shall have F ifty
-Seven Sov . Gr . Ins . Gen .

,

which num ber m a y be hereafter increas ed at the pleaSure of the Sup . Council .

2 d .
— All action heretofore taken in exp elling m em bers from either Council

,

etc 15 hereby revoked .

3d .
— All subordinate bodies to be deem ed v alid , etc.

l oth — The Grand O rien t of th is Jurisdiction sha l l be at Boston , etc .

1 1 th .
— O ne Annua l Meeting , at least ev ery 3 vears , shall be he ld at Bos

t0 n ,
etc.

1 2 th .
— Al lowing the am endm ent of the Constitution by a two—thirds vote

etc . See Proceedings 1 867 .

Al l O f which was unanim ous ly adopted by the Sup . Council and its honorary

m em bers .

I ll . Bros. Jam es Van Sandt Blan ey and Charles Hiram Pu tnam were ad

v anced to the 33d degree and were declared Hon . Mem bers of the Sup . Gr.

Co uncil .

11 1 . Bro. Frederick H . Dorr was adv an ced to the 33d degree ,
and m ade an

Honorary Mem ber of the Sup . Council .

M . P. K . H . VAN RENSSELAER resigned his office of Sov . Gr . Com m . ILL.
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JOSIAH H . DRUMMOND was e lected Sov . Gr. Com m ander. ILL. HEMAN ELY, Gr.

Treas . Gen . H . E. N . B. SHURTLEFF , Gr. K eeper of the Archives . H . STAN LEY
GO ODW IN

, Gr . Marshal . RO BERT H . F oss , Gr. Standard Bearer.

The Sup . Council , whose Grand East is in N ew York
,
e lected the following

Ill . Bro. JOSIAH HAYDEN DR UMMOND , M. P . Sov. Gr . annm nder,

JO HN L . LEW IS , P . Lieut. Gr . & mm .

DAN I EL SICKELS., Gr. Sec
'

y . Gen. of the H . E .

ELBRIDO E GARY HAMI LTO N , Gr . Mas . of Ceremonies .

CLINTO N FR EEMAN PA IGE , Gr . Min . of State .

SAMUEL CRO CKER LAW RENCE, Gr . Cap tain of the Guard.

A procession was then form ed
,
and the m em bers of thi s

Sup . Gr . Coun cil proceeded to the Grand Lodge Hall, m et

there in Convention with the m em bers of the R esu scitated
R aym ond Sup . Gr. Cou ncil who se Grand Ea st was a t New

York
,
and thereu pon all united in organizing what was called

the

SUPREME CO UNCIL O F Sov . GR . I NSP. GENL . 33D DEGREE

ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCO TTISH R ITE

F O R THE

NO RTHERN MASO NIC JURISDICTION
,
U . S. A.

ESTO PERPETUA "

DEUS MEUMQUE JUS.

MAY l 6th ,
1 867.

— M . P . Sov . Gr. Com m ander
, SIM O N W .

R OBINSON ,
re signed .

Thu s the se two Councils , separated since 1 860 , and Sin ce
that tim e antagonistic to each other

, have com e together ,
and a Un ion has been con sum m ated

,
doing away with all

form er difficul tie s and difference s
, and form ing O ne Grand

Council for the Northern Ma soni c Jurisdiction,
wh ich is the

legitim ate su cce ssor of the old Gourga s Council , and posse sses
all its rights , au thorities and powers. It i s tru e that the
Coun cil , as thu s form ed

,
was com posed of discordant m ate

rial s . There were extrem e s of all sorts, and to look at them
as they stood , one wou ld be ap t to im agine that su ch an

Un ion could not last for any length O f tim e .

The que stion na turally presents itse lf, viz : How was
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this extraordinary Un ion brought abou t" There were m any

things abou t it that were , to say the le ast, m ysteriou s. W ho,
in the firs t instance , m ade the bargain " And what was the
consideration " W ho proposed to di s solve the Un ion Coun
cil, and who assen ted to the dis solu tion " The vote was sa id
to be unan im ous , and yet m any of the Active M em bers

knew nothing abou t it un til the thing was done . W ho in

duced ILL . BRO . HAYES to re sign , while he was laying u pon
a sick bed , and what was the con sideration " W ho a ssented
to the re—form ation of the R aym ond Coun cil

,
leav ing the

CERNEAU Council m em bers to take care of them selv e s "

The se are im portant qu e stions re lating to thi s m atter , and
there are m any m em bers of the CERNEAU Council who can

answer them if they are disposed to do so.

O n the RAYMO ND side , the gam e was all in the ir own hands
,

and we ll they p laye d the ir parts . They de sired to
“ cru sh

ou t
”
the CERNEAU Council

,
and as far as the m em bers of the

CERNEAU Coun cil who were present were concerned, they
were su ccessfu l. Bu t if it is su pposed for a m om en t that
they have con sum m ated this act , they are grievou sly m is

taken . There are a great m any m em bers of the CERNEAU

Council who were not pre sent at that transaction ,
and knew

nothing O f it
, and the Sp irit of the body i s not cru shed , bu t

the flam e still bu rn s , and the de sire is s trong am ong them
tod ay,

to gather together as CERNEAU m en , and with zeal
and unflinching cou rage , go on with the legitim ate work.

That Council i s not de ad ; it has only
“ lost its vitality

”

by

be ing left ou t in the cold.

Bu t happ ily for that body , the m em ber s had be com e wi se .

The Ar ticles O f Un ion agreed u pon
,
m ade it obligatory, that

the num ber O f Active M em bers of the Su prem e Coun cil
shou ld be Fifty-Six , and not be in creased bey ond Sixty-Six.

They also m ake all the O fficers of the Council Ele ctive , tr i
ennially , and to be cho sen from the body of the Active
Mem ber s. The Sov . Gr. Com m . is stripped of all his arb i
trary power s , and be com e s S im ply the Exe cu tive officer of

the body ,
his decision s m ay be appeale d from , and the will of

the m em bers in m ajority m u st be obeyed . All vacancie s in
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following Twelve years with very little change . 1 11. Bro.

Drum m ond having been re-e lected to the Comm andership
Three tim e s. In 1 879 , he was su cceeded by I ll . Bro.H ENRY

L. PALMER , who is now Sov . Gr. Com m ander. Du ring this
tim e , there have been e levated to the Thirty-third and last
degree about Two Hundred I ll. Br. who have been m ade
Honorary M em bers of the Council

, a fu ll li st of whom
will be found in the Tableau for 1 880 , attached to the

proceedings of that year , num bering abou t Three Hundred
in the different State s of theJu risdiction .

The Perm anent Fund O f the Sup . Gr. Council i s now very

little le s s than Twen ty Thou sand Dollars— all from the

Initiation fee s O f Candidates for the 33d degree.

There are over O ne Hundred and Eighty bodies scattered
through the different State s of the Jurisdiction , as Cou sis
torie s , Cou ncils , Chapters , and Lodge s— all fu lly attended ,
and m aking regu lar Annu al re tu rn s.

The Sup . Gr . Council for 1 881 stands as follows

I ll . Bro. HENRY L . PALMER . M. P . Sov. Gr . Commander .

CHAR LES LEVI W O ODBURY
,
P . G. Lieut. Commander.

JO SEPH DAVI S EVANS
, Gr . Min. of State.

HEMAN ELY
, Gr . 7reas . Gen . q

’
the fl . E.

CLINTON F REEMAN PA IGE, Gr . Sec. Gen . of the H. E .

SAMUEL CRO CKER LAW RENCE, Gr. K . of the Archives.

CHARLES THOMPSON MCCLENACHAN , Gr . Mas . of Ceremonies.

HOMER STANLEY GO O DW IN
, Gr . Marshal General.

W ILLIAM R ILEY HIGBY , Gr . Standard Bearer .

GEO RGE OTIS TYLER , Gr . Cap t. of the Guards.

THOMAS R . LAMBERT, D . D .
, Gr . Prior .

J. H . HO BART W ARD , Marshal of Camp .

CHARLES E. MEYER
,

HUGH MCCURDY
,

There are Fourteen Depu ties of the Sup . Council
, viz

O ne in each State of the Jurisdiction .

Every m em ber O f the R ite can obtain a copy of the Annual
Proceedings of each year , which con tain full inform ation of
all the even ts occu rring in the body, with a very large
am ount of valu able inform ation .
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W E will now take up the history of the Cerneau Suprem e Council from the

dissolution of the Hays
-Raym ond Council in 1 864

, and continue the sam e down

to the present tim e .

The only m em ber of the O ld Cerneau Council of 1860 who did not partici

pate in, or consent to ,
this Union was Ill . Benjam in C. Leveridge , Grand Minister

of State , who , prior to said Union , and in consequence of his disapproval
thereof

,
resigned .

After the dissolution of the Union in 1 864—5 , I ll . Harry J . Seym our called
together these I II SpectorS Genera l of the Hayes

-Cerneau body who did not

unite them selves with the resuscita ted Raym ond Council , and form ed 3. Su

prem e Council , which continued to hold m eetings and transact business u p to

1 880 , when the sam e was reorganized , and I ll. H . J . Seym our resigned his

ofiice of SO V. Grand Com . to 1 11 . W illiam H . Peckham
,
who has prev iously held

the offices of Treasurer Genera l and Depu ty Grand Com . The fol lowing is a
copy of the Instrum ent by whi ch this transfer O f Au thority was effected

DEUS MEUMQ UE JUS. O RDO AB CHAO .

IN THE NAME or THE SUPREME ARCHITECT or THE UNI VERSE.

To all to whom thesep resents shal l comegreeting

Whereas, I , Harry J . Seymour, Sov . Grand Inspector General O f the Suprem e

Grand Council , 33d and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
for the United States of Am erica , its Territories and Dependencies , am Most

Potent Sovereign Grand Com m ander of the Sam e , and

Whereas
,
W illiam H . Peckham has been du ly chosen and installed by m e

,

th e I l lustriou s Depu ty Grand Com m ander of the Suprem e Council thereof,
whose O rient is u nder the the near the B. B answering to 40

deg . 42 m in . and 40 sec . N . L.
,
and 2 deg . 0 m in . and 51 sec. E. lon .

,
m eridian

of W ashing ton City , and

Whereas, I for valid and sufli cient reasons am desirou s of resigning and

relinquishing m y said office O f Most Potent Sovereign Grand Com m ander of

the said Sup . Coun cil , and all m y power and au thority as such ,
from whatever

source derived ,
and all other offices , au thorities and powers incident or apper

taining thereto ,
and

Whereas
,
I have consu lted with the m em bers of said Rite , and with the

Sovereign Grand Consistory thereof as to the m ost su itable person to succeed

m e in said Omee , powers and au thorities , and they have W ithou t dissent acqu i

esced in and approv ed of the selection hereinafter expressed , (although the

seeking of such acquiescence and approval was an act of grace on m y part,

and was not necessary or m at ter of righ t .)

Now,
therefore , these Presen ts witness that I have , and hereby do , in the

presence of said Sovereign Grand Consistory , relinquish and forever resign m y

office ofMost Potent Sovereign Grand Com m ander of the Ancient and Accep ted

Scottish Rite for the United States ofAm erica
,
its Territories and Dependencies.

and a ll m y power and au thority as such ,
from what ever source derived , and

a ll o ther offices , au thori ties and powers inciden t or appertaining thereto,

and that I have and hereby do m ake , constitute and appoint W illiam H.
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Peckham ,
of the city of New York , m y successor in and to said omoe , powers

and authorities , and do hereby invest him ,
and convey and transfer to h im ,

the said O ffice of Most Potent Sovereign Grand Com m ander of the Suprem e

Council O f the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the United States of

Am erica , its Territories and Dependencies , and all the power and au thority as

such ,
which I now have or ever have had

,
from whatever source derived . and

a lso all other O ffices , au thorities and powers incident or appertaining thereto,

to have and to hold the sam e unto the said W il liam H . Peckham and his

successors for ever .

And I do hereby prom ise and d eclare that I have not done or perform ed any

act , deed or thing whereby m y power to carry ou t and perform the tenor and

effect of these presents is im paired or in any way d im inished , and that I

hereby cancel
, revoke and annu l any and all appointm ents to the said ofiice of

said MostPotent Sovereign Grand Com m ander heretofore m ade by m e
,
to take

effect at m y death or otherwise
,
and hereby declare the sam e to be nu l l and

void
,
and any such appointm ent or appointm ents shal l be de livered up to be

cancelled to said W illiam H . Peckham , or his su ccessor and successors . and I do

hereby fu rther prom ise and declare tha t I will at all tim es do
, perform , m ake

and execu te any act
,
deed or th ing which m ay be d em anded of m e by said

W ill iam H . Peckham
,
or his successor or successors , for the purpose of confirm

ing these presents , and sustain ing and perpetuating the said W illiam H.

Peckham
,
and his successor and successors in the office , authorities and powers

aforesaid .

Done at the City of New York , County and State of New York , this twenty
second day O f June

,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty O f the

Christian Era .

HARRY J. SEYMOUR , [L .

Sealed and delivered in l 1 1 . P . Sov. Gr . Commander.

the presence of l

CHARLES F . BECK
,

The Suprem e Council as at presen t existing is g iven below,
together with a

roster of the Sublim e Princes O f the Royal Secret , giv ing it allegiance,
which has been furnished to the Au thor by the politeness of the Grand Secre
tary General , with a requ est that the sam e be herein inserted , and inasm uch

as it form s a part O f the h istory of the Rite
,
the Au thor has acceded to such

request .

SUPREME COUNCIL — MARCH , 1 881 .

W M . H . PECKHAM , P. M .
, M. P . Sov. Gr . Com .

DANL . M . VAN COTT
,
D . D. G . M .

, P . Lt. Gr . Com .

CHAS . F . BECK , P. E. C.
, Gr . Min. of State.

F . R . S. DRAKE
,
D . D . G. M .

, Gr . O rator.

H . W . P. HO DSON
,
D . D . G . M .

, Gr . Prior.

WM . J. MCDONALD , P. M . , Gr . Chancellor.

THOMAS BELL , P. M .
, Gr . Sec. Gen.
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G . W . Church ,
J . A. Cook ,

C . R . Churchil l ,
A . T. Curran .

Sanford C. Durland ,
J . B. Dobelm ann,

J . W . Drost,
R B. D isbrow ,

W . A. De W itt ,
J. M . Dearborn
J . Dennis ,
F . T . Dav is ,

A. J . Da l ton ,

J . W . Dav is ,
C. H . Davis,
E. A . Deveau ,
J . Doug lass ,
J . Du Bois

,

F . E Davis ,
W . A . Duncan ,

R . H. Dum bleton,
C . D . Dean .

W . Durland , Jr.
,

W . D. Ellis.
W . W . Everett ,
H . J. Em erson,

W . P. Elliott ,
W . Eldridge ,
Theo . Euphrat.

G . A . Ellis ,

J . B. Ewing .

D . W . Erskine ,
J. M . F oss,
0 F eiring ,
J . J . F ox,

Chas . F orbes , P.

H . P., P. E. C.

C . E. F ow ler
,

L. W . F ilkins,
J . Falvella

,

J . J . F rederi cks,
W . G. F ox

,

Jose Ram on F errer,
E. M. F le tcher

,

Joseph F au lkner,
F . E. F rancisco

,

T. Goerck ,

F . W . Gosswein
,

A lex . T . Graham ,

W m . T. Gisselberg ,
W m . Gail

,

M . H . Gowdy,
T. E. Garson ,

F . G. Grant
,

8. Greenm an
,

H . T. Gesner,
W m . Gregory,
W . J. Gage ,
Ang elo Gallo

,

0 . H . Gal lup ,
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Alex Graham ,

J . J. Griffin ,

Geo . J . Green ,

G. W . Heritage,
J. H . Hayward ,
K . C. Handel ,
E. H. Hilchen ,

Wm . Holden ,

Allen Hay , Jr .
,

F . D. Harrison ,

M . Herem an ,

J . K . Hall ,
R . L. Higg ins ,
F . Heinze ,
L. Heupt ,
J. E. Henderson ,

S. M. Hook , P. M .

P. W . Holm gren ,

. Hu tch inson
,

D . Hibbs, P. M. , P.

a
:

erkner, P. M .
,

am ilton
,

Sj ZHenderson(

T
S

F . Herdt ,
E. Hoag land ,
M . G. Hil l ,
Alexl Hansen ,

Stephen Hubbard
,

J. W . Holm es,

Manuel J . Hanna,
George He rbert ,
S. E. Hough ,

A. B. Hebard ,

Jas. Hol ian , P. M .
,

H. J. Hum phrey ,

G . B. Hebard ,

t
r:

Cyrus 0 . Hubbel l
,
D . D .

G. M .

,

J. A . Holm es ,
J. O . Halsey , P. M .,

Thom as Hill ,
Geo. E. Hickey,
Major Irwin

,

Thos. I rwin . P . M . ,

Levi J. i saacs, P. M .
,

John G . Jenny,
T. W . Jaqu in ,

W . J . Jenkins
,

L. C. Johnston ,

W . R. Jackson ,

J. J. Jordan
,

Geo. W . Jam es , P. M.
,

Aug . Edw . K essels,
S. E. K irkpatrick ,

Alex . K innear
,

N . K au twar tz
,

Jam es K ennedy,
G. s. K e l ler

,

Jam es H. K elly,
A. Klinkenstein,
C. V. K enison ,

David K e lls
,

Rom eo K ingsley,
C. L. K etchum ,

H. C. Lesquerieux,
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81 .

This Cou ncil is the legitim ate succe ssor O f the Ce rneau
Su prem e Council , which wa s disbanded in 1 863

,
upon the

form ation of the Union ,
and as su ch posse sse s all the at

tribu tes
, powers and au thority which the Cern eau-Hav es

Council pos ses sed at tha t tim e .

O n the other
,
hand the present Coun cil of the Northern

Ju ri sdiction u nder the com m and of I ll. Henry S . Palm er
,
is

the legitim ate su cce ssor of the R ay m ond-Gourgas Coun cil ,
which was likewi se d isbande d upon the form ation of said
C nion , and as such posse sses all the attribu te s

, pow er s and
au thority which the Bavm ond Council posses sed at that tim e ,

and none other.
The qu e s tion therefore as to the param oun t au thori ty of

these R ival Council s is to—day in the s am e p os ition it occu

p ied in 1 86 2 . and to the cons ide ration of tha t qu e stion the
Au thor re fe rs the reade r to a careful peru sal of the prior
p age s of this work ,

in whi ch a full and exhau stive discuss ion
of the controversy will be foun d .


