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PREFA CE.

In prepar ing this work i t has been my chief aim
to give to the Mason ic reader a br ief , concise and

interest ing documentary compilat ion of the or igin

of Freemasonry and Kn ights Templar . The au

thorities consulted have been those of the world’s
best histor ians and Mason ic wr iters . In th is br ief
his tory all his tor ical facts , chronological dates , and
documentary evidence have been taken from such
works as Ridpath

’

s H istory of the World
,
Joseph

Francis M ichaud’s H istory of the Crusades , Eng
l ish and Amer ican Encyclopedias

,
B ibl ical H istory,

Mason ic Encyclopedias by Albert G . Mackey
M .

~ D .
,
Robert Macoy, and George O l iver,

D
'

. D .
,
with many other works of renown , and ar

ranged in such form as to give to the reader the
greatest amoun t of informat ion in the least space

,

saving many hours of necessary labor in the re

search of a large number of volumes of dry and

un interes t ing reading, . obtammg ln the end on ly
such results as one will find with in th is l ittle volume .

From my early exper ience in Mason i c l i fe
,
I

learned that the character of the inst itut ion was

elevated ln every one
’

s opin ion just in proportion
to the amount of knowledge that he had acquired
of its symbol ism

,
philosophy and history . But that

few men have the t ime , pat ience or incl inat ion to

give the close and attent ive reading of the greater
Mason ic works to acquire the knowledge that every
Mason should posses s .



PREFACE

In view of th is fact , and a s trong des i re on my
part to acquire more l igh t in Masonry , I was in
duced some twenty years ago to commence the com

pilat ion of th is concise and interest ing story of

Freemasonry and Kn igh ts Templar . The years
of to i l that I have devoted to i t have been a work of
love

,
and in placing it before the Craft

,
i t is with

the hope of the further enl ightenment and better
ment of mankind .

Masonry be ing so interwoven with the early h is
tory of the world, I have added a Supplemental En
cyclopedia

,
in which may be found brief accounts of

many ancient countr ies and cit ies , together with
short sketches of the l i fe of the ear ly tr ibes and of

the ancient characters connected w ith Mason ic his
tory.

I f the reader will carefully note all references , a
much bet ter understanding of the general subjects
will be had .

i

Al l B ibl ical chronological data will be found ac

cording to the computat ion of Archbishop Usher.

The i llustrations in th is volume are taken from
Ridpath

’

s H istory of the World , and are used by
courtesy of the Jones Bros . Publ ishing Company,
Cincinnat i

,
Ohio .

JOH N R . BENNETT.

MUS K EGON
, M ICH .

, Apr il 19, 1906.
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FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

t ions of the earth , show by the i r resemblance to l iv
ing specimens the graduated connect ion of the past
wi th the present .

-
Every human inst i tut ion is subject to great and

numerous var iat ions ; the differen t aspects under
which they appear , and the principles by which they
are governed, depend on the advance of c iv i l izat ion ,

the nature of the protect ing government , and the

pecul iar habits and opin ions of the members them
selves . Before learn ing was advanced

,
and when

the art of print ing was unknown ,
the discover ies

in the arts and sciences must of necess i ty have been
known to but few individuals . The pursuit of

science was a secondary matter , and quest ions of

philosophy were sole ly the prerogat ive of pr iest
craft . Agriculture was the grand pursuit of l i fe .

But arch i tecture soon ,
in the natural order of

th ings
, arose as a science

,
and human skill was

called into play. The tr iumph of mind over matter
was the great feat of the first arch itects , who were
also

.

the firs t natural phi losophers . There is no

speculat ion in the statement that these formed
themselves into an associat ion for improvemen t
at an early date ; the i r arch itectural monuments
preceding the authent ic records of history, are with
us to th is day ; and tradi t ion informs us that this
union of scient ific men differed from the Free
masons of to - day in l i ttle more than in name . The

arts and sciences were cult ivated in Egypt and the
adjacent countr ies in As ia

,
while all other nat ions

were involved in ignorance . Of these sciences ,
astronomy, geometry and arch itecture took the

first rank .

Freemasonry not only presents the appearance
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of a speculat ive sc ience ,
1 based on an operative art,

but also very s ignificantly exhibits itsel f as the sym
bolic express ion of a religious i dea. In other and
pla iner words

, we see in i t the important lesson of

eternal l i fe, taught by a legend which , whether true
or false

,
is used in Masonry as a symbol and al le

gory. But whence came this legend ? D id all lin

eal sources hay e th is legend ? The evidence is that
they did . Not indeed the same legend ;not the same
personage as its hero ;not the same deta i ls ;but a
legend with the same spi r it and des ign ; a legend
funereal in character , celebrat ing death and resur
rect ion

,
solemn ized in lamentat ions and terminat ing

in j oy.

W e can not correctly understand the h istory of

the nat ions of ant iquity
,
much less the i r theology ,

philosophy
,
science or eth ics , W ithout knowledge of

the i r societ ies . Some of the grandest ideas , those
which have had the greatest influence on human
progress

,
were born amid myst ic symbols .

*

NOTE—The asterisk refers to the Supplement for fur
ther information .

Anc ient Mysteries .

Among the most important of theAnc ient Mys
ter ies were the following : The Os ir ic in Egypt ,
the Adon is ian in Syr ia,

the M ithra ic - in Pers ia ,
the

Cabir ic in Thrace , the Druidical among the Celts ,
the Scandinavian among the Goth ic , the D ionys ian
and Eleus in ian in Greece .

Each of the Pagan gods had , bes ide the publ ic,
a secret worsh ip paid h im , to which none were ad

1 See Speculative Masonry in Supplement.
3
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mitted but those who had been se lected by prepara
tory ceremon ies cal led ini tiation . This secret
worship was termed the MY STER IE S . And this is
supported by Strabo ,

who says “ that i t was com

mon ,
both to the Greeks and the barbar ians , to per

form the i r rel igious ceremon ies with the observance
o i a fest ival , and that they were somet imes cele
brated publ icly and somet imes in myster ious pr i
vacy .

”

The first of the Myster ies of which we have
any accoun t

,
Warburton says

,

“ were those of I s is
and Os i r is in Egypt .

”

Egyptian Mysteries .

i3?Egypt has a lways been cons idered the birthplace
of the Mys ter ies . I t was there the ceremon ies of

in it iat ion were first establ ished . I t was there that
tru th was first ve i led in al legory, and the dogmas
o f rel igion were first imparted under symbol i c
forms . From Egypt this system of symbols was
d isseminated through Greece and Rome and other
countr ies of Europe and As ia

,
giving or igin ,

through many intermediate steps
,
to that myster i

ous associat ion which is now represen ted by the

ins t i tut ion of Freemasonry . The favored rank of

the Egypt ian society was the pr iests . To them be
longed one - th ird of the land s of the kingdom . They
were the holy order in whose hands res ted the ma in
tenance of the nat ional re l igious fa i th

,
the conduct

o f all the ceremon ies in the temples , the d irect ion
o f the sacrifices

,
the work of educat ion and general

culture of the Egyptian . The priesthoods of Egypt
const ituted a sacred caste

,
in whom the priestly

functions were hereditary . They exerc ised also
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an important part in the government of state
,
and

the kings of Egypt were but the first subjects of its
pr iests . 5

The in it iat ion into the Egyptian Myster ies was
,
of all the systems practiced by the ancients the most
severe and impress ive . The system had been or

gan ized for ages
,
and the pr iests

, who alone were
the teachers of the Myster ies

,
were educated almost

from childhood for that purpose. That “ learn ing of
the Egyptians ,

”

in which Moses 18 sa id to have been
so sk i l led

, was all imparted in those Myster ies . Ove r
the ent ire history of the Land of the Pyramids a

ve i l of mystery is drawn . Its h istory is a dream ,

not the promises of the future
,
but of ach ievements

of the
’

past . Here empire first placed her throne
and swayed her scepter . Long before Greece and

Rome and Assyr ia had been wrapped in the i r swad
dlin-

g clothes , Egypt was a man of war and a hero
of v ictory. The s tones that reared Athens in splen
dor , and spoke for th the beauti ful conceptions of

Phidias"< and were unused in the quar
r ies long after the Colos s i of Thebes had grown
old with years . While ' Abraham

,
the father

of the fa i thful , wandered a nomad and l ived in
tents

, a Pharaoh sat on the throne of Egypt
,
and

,

’

but
“

a few years afterg the Ishmael it ish merchants
led the i r camels laden with sp ices

,
balm and myrrh;

commodit ies on ly used by r ich and cult ivated peo
ples

,
from G i lead to the N i le.

‘

A few years from
this and there were standing armies in Egypt, chari
ots of war , bodies of infantry, and, what is st i l l more
surpr is ing, a large body of cavalry . I t was in the

Egyptian society of Is is and Os ir is that th is anc ien t
and wonderful civi l izat ion had its or igin . Here were
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fashioned and wrought out those ideas that subse

quen t ly entered in to the very l i fe of the people .

The two central figures of these Mys ter ies , as

we l l as of E gyptian history, were Is is and Os ir is .

These, when str ipped of the i r myst ic garments and

brought down to the leve l of human ity, appear to
have been an early king (Os i r is ) and queen ( Is is )
o f this country, who were at the same t ime brother
and s ister . These

,
by super ior v irtue and intelli

gence
, won the admirat ion and confidence of these

wild and untutored barbar ians
,
led them out of their

degraded state
,
and guided the i r feet into the path

of civi l i zat ion and empire . Under the i r d irection
the land of savage darkness became l ight , and full
of joy. Is is taught the people to hold the plow and

turn the furrow
,
and to make bread from the r ipened

grain . While do ing th is she made laws for home
society

,
and restra ined men from lawlessness and

violence by the i r sanct ion . Os i r is built Thebes , ~

with its hundred gates ;erected temples and altars ,
ins titu ted the sacred ri tes

, and appo inted priests
to have the overs ight and care of the holy th ings .

Having accompl ished these th ings
,
and seeing

the i r effect upon h is own people
,
he resolved to raise

a great army
, and ,

leaving I s is as ruler
,
to go

through all the world
,

“

for he hoped he could c iv
ilize men and take them off from the i r rude and

beast - l ike course of l i fe.

” This he succeeded in do
ing , but shortly after h is return he was s la in by h is
brother Typhon . After h is death I s is made a vow

never to marry again
, and spent her days in rul ing

justly over her subjects
,

“

excel l ing all other pr inces
in her acts of grace and bounty towards ' her own

people , and therefore , after her death ,
she was 1mm

6
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bered among the gods, and as such had divine hon
ors and venerat ion, and was bur ied at Memphis,
where they show her sepulc

‘hge at th is day in the

grove of Vulcan .

”

The sacred r ites which Os i r is 15 said to have in
st ituted rece ived many addit ions in course o f t ime ,
and final ly were divided into two degrees . These ,
as in the i r copy at Eleus is , Greece , were cal led the
Great and Less , the former be ing the Mys ter ies of

Os i r is
,
the latter those of I s is

,
the latter be ing a

preparat ion to .
the fuller revelat ion of the secrets

conta ined in the former .
In the Great Mystery was represented the al le

gor ical history of Os ir is
,
which the Egyp t ians re

garded as the most solemn mystery of the i r rel ig
ion

, and which Herodotus and all other ancien t
writers men t ion wi th great caution . To be in it iated
in these was the great pr ivi lege of the pr iest

,
though

this caste were not all admitted indiscr iminate ly to
th is honor . This was reserved for the he i r - appar
ent to the throne, and for such pr iests as excel led
in virtue and wisdom .

The pr incipal seat of the Egyptian Mys ter ies was
at Memphis

,
in the ne ighborhood of the great Pyra

mid . The legend was as fol lows : Os i r is
, a wise

king of Egypt
,
left the care of his k ingdom to h is

wife Is is
, and traveled for three years to commun i

cate to other nat ions the ar ts of civi l izat ion . Dur
ing his absen ce his brother Typhon formed a secret
conspiracy to destroy him and to usurp his throne.

On h is return Os i r is was invited by Typhon to

an enterta inment in the month of November
,
at

which all the conspirators were present . Typhon
produced a chest in la id with gold, and promised
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to give i t to any person whose
' body would exactly

fit it. Os i r is was tempted to try the exper iment ;
but he no sooner la

'

d down in the chest than the

l id was closed and
i

na

i
iled down and the chest thrown

into the r iver N i le . The chest conta in ing the body
of Os i r is was , after be ing for a long time tossed
about by the waves , final ly cast up at Byblos

,

* in

Phoenicia
,
and left at the foot of a tamar isk* tree .

Is is
,
overwhelmed with grief for the

'

loss of her

husband , set out on a journey, and traversed the
earth in search of the body. After many adven

tures , she at length d iscovered the spot Whence i t
had been

'

thrown up by the waves
, and returned

with it in tr iumph to Egypt . I t was then pro

cla imed
,
with the mos t extravagan t demonstrat ion s

of joy,
that Os ir is was r isen from the dead and

had become a god . Such
,
with s l ight var iat ion s

of deta i ls by different writers
,
are the general out

l ines of the Os i r is legend .

I t was represented in the publ ic drama of in it ia
t ion , by the image of a dead man be ing borne in
an ark or coffi n

,
by a process ion of in it iates ; and

this enclo sure in the coffin or in terment of the body
was cal led the aphan ism,

or disappearance
,
and the

lamentat ions for him formed the fi rst part
, or Mys

ter ies of Is is . On the th ird day after the interment ,
the

‘

pr iests and ini t iates carr ied the coffin
,
in which

was also a golden vessel
,
down to the r iver N i le .

Into the vesse l they poured water from the r iver ;
and then , with a cry of

“

W e have found h im ,
let

us rejoice
,

” they declared that the dead Os ir is , who
had descended into Hades

,
had returned from

thence , and was restored again to l i fe ; and
'

the

rejoicings which ensued const i tuted the second part ,
8
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FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

ures of the goddess Theme or Truth and Just ice ,
which overshadowed the ark w ith the i r wings .

These co incidences of the Egyptian and Hebrew
arks must . have been more than accidental .

$1 1k

Adonisian Mysteries in Syria.

The Myster ies of Adon is , on account of their
local i ty

,
br ing

. them in close connect ion with the

his tory and reputed or igin of Freemasonry. They
were principal ly ce lebrated at Byblos , a city in
Phoen ic ia

,
s ituated near the base of Mount Leba

non
,
on the Mediterranean ,

north of Beyroot , and

whose Scr iptural or Hebrew name was Gebal , and
whose inhabi tants were the Gibl ites or Giblemites ,

who are referred to in the first Book of Kings

( chap . v . 18 ) as be ing the
“

stone - squarers” em~

ployed by K ing Solomon in bui ld ing the temple.

Hence there must have evidently been a very in
t imate connection or frequent intercommun ication
between the workmen of the first temple and the

inhabitants of Byblos . These Myster ies were sa id
to have been first establ ished at Babylon , and thence
passed over into Syr ia

,
the i r pr incipal seat be ing

at Byblos
,
in that country .

The legend of Adon is is : That he was the K ing
of Cyprus . Adon is was possessed of such surpr is
ing beauty that Venus* (Goddess of Love ) became
enamored with him

, and adopted h im as her favor
ite . Subsequently Adon is , who was a great hunter ,
died from a wound infl icted by a wild boar on

Mount Lebanon . Venus flew to the succor of her
favor ite, but she came too late . Adonis was dead .

10



FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

On his descent to the in fernal regions Proserpine*

( Queen of Hades ) became , l ike Venus , so attracted
by his beauty that , notwi thstanding the entreat ies
of the goddess of love , she refused to restore him
to earth . At length the prayers of the despond ing
Venus were l istened to with favor by Jupiter

(Father of Men and Gods ) who reconci led the

dispute between the two goddesses
,
and by wh‘ose

decree Proserp ine was compe lled to consent that
Adon is should spend s ix mon ths of each year al

ternately with hersel f and Venus .

The ceremon ies commenced about the season of

the year when the r iver Adon is began to be swol len
by the flood at its source , I t is a smal l r iver of

Syr ia
,
which

,
r is ing in Mount Lebanon

,
enters the

Mediterranean a few miles south of Byblos . I t is
a fact that

,
after a sudden fal l of ra in

,
the r iver

,

descending in floods
,
is t inged with a deep red by

the so i l of the hil ls in which it takes its r ise, and

impar ts the color to the sea
,
in to which it is d is

charged
,
for a cons iderable distance . The wor

shipers of Adon is bel ieved that th is reddish d is
colorat ion of the water was a symbol of his blood .

The Israe l ites cal led h im Thammuz .

The Myster ies of Adon is were celebrated
throughout all the countr ies of and formed
a part of the ceremon ies of the D ionys ian Arch itects
of Tyre

,
by whom they were introduced in to Judea.

The sacred r ites began wi th mourn ing, and the days
set apart to the ce lebrat ion of the death of Adon is
were passed in cr ies and wai l ing, many often
scourging themse lves . On the last of the days of

mourn ing, funeral r ites were performed in honor
of the god . On the fol lowing day the restorat ion

I I
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of Adon i s to l ife was announced and was rece ived
with the most enthus iast ic demons trations of joy .

The objects represented in these Myster ies
‘were

the grief of Venus and the death and resurrect ion
of Adon is . The analogy in the symbol ism that
exis ts

'

between Adon is in the Myster ies of the Gib
lemites at Byblos and H i ram the builder;can read
ily‘ be seen by the Freemason in h is own inst itut ion .

Dionysian Mysteries.

* These Myster ies were celebrated throughout
Greece and As ia M inor , but pr incipally at Athens ,
where the years were numbered by them . They
were in troduced in Greece in the year 14 1 5 B . C .

by the Egyptian colon ists
,
many of whom , accord

ing to B ibl ical chronology , went there as ear ly as

1760 B . C.

'

These Myster ies were in st ituted in
honor of or

,

‘

as the Greeks cal led h im ,

D ionysus . About three hundred years afterwards ,
Ion i c migra t ion occurred

,
the emigrants carrying

wi th them from Greece to As ia M inor the Myster
ies of D ionysus

,
before they had been corrupted

by the Athen ians .

In these Myster ies the murder of D ionysus by
the Titans* was commemorated , in which legend
he is evidently iden t ified with the Egypt ian Os i r is ,
who was s la in by h is brother Typhon .

1

The ri tual
of Freemasonry preserves

,
in its cen tral c ircle ,

the

leading features of the D ionys ian inst i tut ion .

H i ram and D ionysus are names represent ing and

i l lus trat ing in the i r h is tory and exper ience the

same ideas . The in i t iat ion was a symbol ical prog~

1 S ee page 7 , last paragraph .

12
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, ress
,
from the dark, dead and fr igid north to the

refulgent east—a pilgr image . The mora l teach
ing of these Mysteries was ,

the same as , that of the
Myster ies of Os i r is .

In the t ime of K ing Solomon ,
the anc ient c ity

of Tyre
,
in Phoen icia , waS

‘

celebrated as the res i
dence of K ing H i ram ,

and to that monarch
,
Solo

mon
‘

and h is father , David, were greatly indebted
for ass istance in the cons truct ion of the Temple
at Jerusalem
The

.

inhabitants of Tyre were dist ingu ished for
the i r skill as art ifi

'

cers
,
especial ly as workers in

brass and other metals ;and i t is sa id to have been
the pr incipa l seat of that skill ful body of arch itects
known as the F ratern i ty of D ionys ian Arc/i i

teets . The priests of Bacchus or D ionysus
,
having

devoted themselves to arch itectura l pursuits , found
ed th is society

,
which was exclusively confined to

the pr ivi lege of erect ing temples and other public
build ings ; they were l inked together by the secret
t ies of the Dionys ian ’

Myster ies , into which they
had all been in i t iated . They were dist inguished
by many pecul iar i t ies that str ik ing ly as s imilate it
to our Order . For the faci l i t ies of labor and gov
e rnment

,
they were d iv ided in to commun it ies , each

of which was governed by a Master and Wardens .

They employed in the i r ceremon ia l Observances
many of the implemen ts which are s t i l l to be found
among Freemasons

,
and used

,
l ike them , a un iver

sal language
,

.by which one brother could dist in
guish another in the dark as we l l as in the l ight ,
and served to un i te the members scattered over
India,

Pers ia and Syria,
in to one common brother

hood . The existence of th is order in Tyre,
'

at the
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t ime of the bui lding of the Temple of Solomon
,
is

un iversal ly admitted ;and H i ram ,
the widow ’

s son
,

to whom Solomon intrusted the super intendence of

the workmen , as an inhabitant of Tyre , was, very
probably, one of its members . Hence we may 1e

g it imately suppose that the D ionys ian Architects
were sent by H i ram ,

king of Tyre
,
to ass is t K ing

Solomon in the construction of the house he
'

was

about to dedicate to Jehovah , and that they com

municated to the i r Jewish fel low—laborers a knowl
edge of the advantages of the i r fratern i ty

,
and

invited them to a part icipat ion in its Myster ies and

privi leges . In the un ion ,
however

,
the apocryphal

legend of the Dionys ians would natural ly give way

to the true legend of the Masons
,
which was um

happily furn ished by a melancholy incident that
occurred at the t ime . The latter part of th is state
ment is

,
i t is admi tted

, a mere speculat ion ,
but one

that has met the approval of Lowrie
,
O l iver and our

best wr iters ;and although th is connect ion between
the D ionys ian Architects and the builders of K ing
Solomon may not be supported by documentary ev i
dence

,
the tradit ionary theory is at leas t plaus ible ,

and offers noth ing that is absurd or imposs ible .

I f accepted
,
i t suppl ies the necessary l ink which

connects the Pagan"< wi th the Jewish Myster ies .

ifr i
‘

z

Eleu sinian Mysteri es.

The ins t itut ion of these My ster ies may be placed
about the year 1 399 B . C .

,
in the re ign of E rectheus .

A fragment of marble preserved at Oxford gives
th is as the date . This was three hundred years

14
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pr ior to the re ign of David in Jerusalem , and more
than s ix hundred years before the firs t O lympiad,*

the beginn ing of true Grecian history. They were
celebrated at the village of Eleus is , near the ci ty
of Athens

,
Greece . L ike the Egyptian Myster ies,

they were div ided into two classes , the lesser and
the greater . The lesser Myster ies were celebrated
on the banks of the I l issus

,
whose waters suppl ied

the means of purificat ion of the aspirants . The

greater Myster ies were celebrated in the temple
at E leus is . They were publ ic to the many and

secret to the few .

‘

They were dedicated to the god
dess Demeter

,
the Ceres"< of the Romans , who was

worshiped by the Greeks as the symbol of the pro
l ihe earth ;and in them were scen i cal ly represen ted
and secretly taught the loss and recovery of Perse
phone, and the doctr ine of the un i ty of God and the

immortal ity of the soul . The scen ic representa
t ions

,
secret '

s igns and words of recogn it ion
,
the

instruction in a pecul iar dogma
,
and the es tabl ish

ment of a hidden bond of fratern ity
,
gave attrae

t ion to these Myster ies
,
which lasted un t i l the very

fal l of the Roman Empire
,
and exerted a powerful

influence on the myst ical associat ions of the M iddle
That which connects them with the modern

in it iat ions of Freemasonry is ev ident in the common
thought which pervades and ident ifies both ;though i

it is difficult
,
and perhaps imposs ible , to trace all

the connect ing l inks of the histor ic chain .

Mysteries of M ithras .

There are none of the ancient Myster ies which
afford a more interest ing subject of invest igat ion
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to the Mason ic scholar than those of the Pers ian ‘

god M i thras . These Mys ter ies are
“
supposed to

have been carr ied from Egypt by Zeradusht or

Zoroaster , and ins t i tuted as an in it iat ion into the

pr inciples of the re l igion which he had founded
among the ancient Pers ians . Of the ident ity of

M ithras wi th other de i t ies there have been var ious
opin ions , but to the Pers ians

, who first pract iced
h is Myster ies

,
he was a sun god , and worsh iped

as the god of l ight . The Myster ies .of M ithras
were always celebrated in caves . They were di
vided into seven s tages or degrees and cons isted of
the most r igorous proofs of fort itude and courage .

The Myster ies of M ithras passed from Pers ia into
Europe

, and were in troduced into Rome in the t ime
of Pompey (87 -

48 B . Here they flourished ,
wi th various succes s

,
un t i l the year 378 A . D .

,

when they were proscr ibed by a decree of the S en

ate
, and the sacred cave

,
in which they had been

celebrated
,
was destroyed by the Praetor ian prefect .

The M i thra ic monuments that are st i l l extant in
the museum s of Europe evidently show that the
immortal ity of the soul was one of the doctr ines
taught in the M ithrai c in i t iat ion .

A descr ipt ion of the other anc ient Mys ter ies
would on ly be to repeat what has been sa id

,
and as

all took the i r r ise in Egypt
, we may judge the

source of the founta in by the nature of the stream .

All conta in j us t such legends , everywhere diff er ing
in part iculars , but everywhere co inc iding in general
character . After what has now been sa id it can
not be difficult to see clearly the true end and great
purpose of the Myster ies

,
the first and greate st

frui ts of which were, according to the ancients , to
16
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Israe lites .

I srael (Heb . Y israel
,

“

a pr ince with the

name bes towed upon Jacob when he wrestled with
an angel at Pen ie l (Gen . xxxi i . afterward
the dis tinc tive name of his descendants .

M ENEPTA .

Egypt . A ce lebrated country in the north of

A fr ica, at the eas tern part of the Mediterranean
S ea . The Hebrews cal led it M izrain

, and hence i t
is now cal led by the Arabs

,
M izr . The Greeks and

Romans cal led i t ZEgyptus , whence Egypt ;but the
or igin of this name is unknown .

18
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Rameses the Great
, of Egypt , was succeeded by

K ing Menepta , who is now general ly accepted by
histor ians as the Pharaoh* ;of the exodus of Israel .
The story of this remarkable race begin s with the
cal l of Abraham from h is home at Ur

,

* the city of
h is birth

,
usual ly ca l led “Ur of the Chaldees ,

”

near
the Euphrates

,
in the northwest part of Mesopo

to his promised abode in Canaan .

* ( S ee
map. )
Abraham was , a son of Terah

, a descendant of
Shem

,
and born in 1996 B. C . In 1922 B . C . he

went to Haranfi
< in Mesopotamia ( a region north

east of the Euphrates ) , accompan ied by h is father ,
h is wife Sara i

,
h is brother Nahor , and h is nephew

Lot"
<

(Gen . xi . 26 H is father d ies soon after ,
and he takes h is wife and nephew and enters the
land of promise

, or Canaan , as a nomad or wander
ing shepherd . Sojourn ing for a t ime at Shechem ,

*

he built here
, as was h is custom , an altar to the

Lord . Removing from place to place for conven

ience of water and pasturage , he was at length
driven by a famine into Egypt . Return ing to

Canaan in 19 1 8 B . C .
,
r ich in flocks and herds

,
he

left Lot to dwel l in the fer t i le va l ley of the lower

Jordan on the pla in of Sodom
, and pi tched his own

tents in Mamre : the same is in the land
of Canaan (Gen . xi i .

,
xi i i ) . Here h is descend

ants mult ipl ied to the fifth generat ion . He became
greatly renowned for piety and wisdom , and was

cal led a fr iend of God . Sara i h is wife , be ing barren ,

gives Hagar , her Egyptian handma id , to Abram ,

and in 19 10 B . C . Ishmae l was born (Gen . xvi .
1 1

, God covenants with Abram ,
changes h is

name to Abraham ,
inst itutes circumcis ion

,
and
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promises Isaac by Sara i , whom he cal ls Sarah . In
fulfi llment of the div ine prom ise Isaac was born
in 1896 B . C.

,
in the extreme old age of both h is

parents
,
Abraham be ing 1 00 and Sarah ninety

years of age . In 1859 B . C.
,
Sarah dies , and five

years later Abraham marr ies Keturah , by whom
he had s ix sons . Abraham dies in 182 1 B . C .

, aged
1 75 years . H is sons I saac and I shmae l bury him
in the cave of Machpelah in the field of Ephron ,
which is before Mamre ( or Hebron ) (Gen . xxv.

9 ,

Isaac at the age of forty marr ies Rebekah , h is
kinswoman , who bore him twin sons

,
Esau ( or

Edom ) and Jacob ( afterwards cal led I srae l ) . They
were born in 1 836 B . C.

,
but the place of the i r birth

can not be ascerta ined from the narrat ive in Gen .

xxv .
,
except that i t was in the Negeb or

“

S outh
Country” of the land of Canaan . Esau was the

first - born and the favor i te of h is father
,
but Jacob

,

in his early manhood , by the a id of h is mother ,
obta ined the birthr ight* (Gen . and in
fear of the rage of Esau was sen t away by his par
ents to h is uncle Laban at Haran ,

in Mesopotamia,
where he marr ied h is cous ins Leah and Rachel

,
and

res ided twenty years
,
becoming wealthy in flocks

and herds . Jacob then returns to Canaan with h is
family and h is r iches . Arr iving near home , he
meets h is brother Esau

, and in a rather dramat ic
personal in terview they become reconci led (Gen .

xxxi i i ) I saac dies at Hebron in 1 7 16 B . C. ,

aged 180 years , and is buried in the cave of Mach
pelah with his father . He was a man of gentle
nature

h a nomadic herdsman of devout and blame
le ss l i fe .
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Joseph
‘

was the e leventh of the twe lve sons of
Jacob

,
and was born at Haran ,

in Mesopotam ia ,

about 1 745 B . C . He was“ the favor ite son -of h is

father
, and envied by h is brethren on that account .

The i r enmity was further exci ted by two d reams
in which h is future greatness was foreshadowed,
and th is led them to se l l h im as a s lave to some
M idian i te"< traders , by whom hewas carried into
Egypt , and sold to Potiphar

,
an officer of the king .

The M idian ite traders were an ancient Arabian
race

,
the descendants of M idian ,

the fourth of the

s ix sons of Abraham by Keturah . They appear to
have dwel t ma in ly to the south of Moab , and cov

ered a terr itory extend ing to the ne ighborhood of

Moun t S ina i . Joseph acquired the confidence of

his master
, who set him as overseer over all h is

property
,
but

,
hav ing repel led dishonorable propo

sals made to him by h is mistress , she accused h im
false ly to her husband

, and caused h im to be thrown
in to pr ison . Here he in terpreted the dreams of

two of h is fe l low - prisoners , the chie f baker and

ch ief butler of Pharaoh , and when h is predict ions
had been just ified by the result

,
he was summoned

by K ing Pharaoh
,
at the ins tance of the butler , to

interpret two dreani s which
p
ortended seven vears

of prosper ity fol lowed by seven of famine . The

king was so much s truck by the wisdom of the

advice given by the young Hebrew that he adop ted
all his suggest ions for making preparat ions for the
t ime of famine , and appo inted him ruler over the
whole land . The measures taken by Joseph as

viz ier or V iceroy resulted greatly to the advantage
of the king and his people

,
secur ing an abundant

provis ion for the t ime of the famine . This calamity
2 1
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extended a lso to the adjo in ing
‘

countr ies , and led

Jacob to dispatch his sons to the Egyptian granar ies
to purchase corn , and there the brothers were
brought face to face with Joseph

, who recogn ized
h is unnatural brethren , and after a ser ies of strata
gems (Gen . by which he reminded them of

and pun ished them for the i r cr ime
,
the whole fam

i ly
,
by h is request

,
to the number of about seventy,

was brought into and establ ished in the
“ land of

or Ramses
, as i t was cal led by the Egyp

t ians . (This was about 1 706
1 B . C . ) Here they

grew and mult ipl ied for nearly two hundred and

fifteen years . Joseph marr ied a daughter of the

high pr ies t of On (Hel iopol is ) , and had two sons
,

Manasseh and Ephra im
, who became the progen i

tors of the tr ibes bear ing those names, the most
powerful of the future kingdom of I s rae l . Joseph
preserved h is au thor i ty un t i l his death

,
which

occurred in 1 635 B . C . at the age of 1 1 0 . H is body
was embalmed

,
and at the t ime of the Exodus was

carr ied to Pa lest ine* and bur ied at Shechem ,

where his tomb is st i l l shown .

Jacob died in Egypt in 1 689 B . C.
,
aged 147

years ; h is body was embalmed and bur ied wi th
great pomp and all poss ible honors in the burial
place of Abraham

,
near Hebron (Gen .

For a t ime the growing I srael it ic tr ibe was he ld
in honor by the government and people ; but later
the rul ing class began to look askance at the

s trangers
, and then to oppress them . They were

set to work at building and digging . They were

1 This date has been sharply contested . Some authors claim
it should be about the year 1 550 B . C.
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set to sweat in the br ickyards , and were beaten by
taskmasters unt i l they broke out in insurrect ion .

In the course of t ime
,
dem

’

al of rel igious pr ivi leges
complicated and intens ified the rebe l l ion . In the

year 1 573 B . C.
,
Pharaoh orders all the male chi l

dren of the Hebrews to be drowned . Two years
later Jochebed

,
the wife of Amram

, a Levite , suc
ceeded in conceal ing her infant three months , but
when she could no longer hidehim ,

she put him in
a basket of papyrus and placed the basket among
the rushes of the N i le

,
and set h is s ister

,
M i r iam

,

to watch from afar ; finallv the king’s daughter
found the ch ild , and , be ing s truck with its beauty ,
determined to adopt it , and sent M i r iam to fetch
a Hebrew nurse

,
who conce ived the idea of gett ing

her mother
, and thus Jochebed became nurse to

her own child . According to Ex . xi . 10
,
the

ch ild was adopted by the king’s daughter , who
“ cal led h is name Moses ; and she sa id

,
Because I

d rew him out of the water . ” And according to

Acts vi i . 22
,
he was in i t iated in all the secret w is

dom of the Egyptian priesthood ;but the Bible tel ls
u s noth ing of h is youth from h is adopt ion by the
princess to the day when he s lew an Egyptian over
s eer for his barbarous treatment of a Jewish s lave .

This was in the year 1 53 1 B . C . He was then
compel led to flee from Egypt , and l ived many years
in the land of the M idian ites , with Jethro* the

pr iest , whose daughter he marr ied and whose flocks
he tended . In 149 1 B . C . he was called , according
to Exodus i i i .

, and Acts vi i . 30 -

34 ,
from the w il

derness of Mount S ina i , where he was tending the
flocks of his father - in - law ,

to free h is brethren
from s lavery in which thev l ived . He returned to

2 i
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Egypt
,
but at first he was rece ived by h is coun try

men wi th suspic ion , and by the Egypt ians with
a,

contempt . Nevertheless , Moses appeared as a

leader of h is people , and demanded
,
in a personal

in terview with the king at Tan is , the pr ivi lege of

conduct ing them a three days ’ march into the desert

EXODUS OF I SRAEL .

to sacr ifice to Jehovah . But Pharaoh repl ied by
charging the Hebrews with a purpose to escape
the i r tasks under a pretence of piety. Whereupon
Moses

, by s igns and wonders done in the king’s
house and kingdom , humbled the .

monarch and

compel led h im “

to let the people go
”

( Ex .

After some delays the Israel ites departed along
24
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the horns of the Red S ea or Gulfs of Suez and

Akaba ,
and is the place where the law of Jehovah

was given and the Jewish economy in st i tuted . The

Jewish tabernacle and the ark of the covenant

H IGH PR IEST OF I SRAEL.

were here cons tructed in the year 1490 B . C . by
Aho l iab* and Bezaleel

,
under the immediate d irec

t ions of Moses . The tr ibes were numbered after
the i r famil ies by the house of the i r fathers , who
were the descendants of Abraham or the twe lve
sons of Jacob . The twe lve sons were Reuben , S im
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eon
,
Levi , Judah , Zebulun ,

I ssachar
,
Dan

, Gad,
Asher , Naphtali , Joseph and Benjamin . The

Levites were set as ide toui ave exclus ive jur isd ict ion
over the nat ional worship , and as they were not

i

to

inher i t lands
,

‘

the two sons of Joseph
,
Ephra im and

Manasseh
,
were chosen as the ir father ’ s representa

t iy es and became progen i tors in the twelve tr ibes
of I srae l . The tr ibe of Levi rece ived

,
instead of

a province
,
forty - e ight ci t ies scat tered throughout

Canaan and the ten th par t of the frui ts of the field
,

and were al lowed genera l ly to sett le throughout the
land where they chose . Aaron

,
who was Moses

’

brother
,
of the tr ibe of Levi tes , by a miraculous

j udgment
,
became the first h igh pr iest . Moses di

rected that twe lve rods should be la id up in the Holy
of Hol ies of the tabernacle , one for each tr ibe ; the
name of Aaron on one rod to represent the tr ibe of

Levi
,
and Moses said ,

“

The man ’

s rod whom I shal l
choose shall blossom .

”

On the next day these rods
were brough t out and exhibited to the people ,
and while all the res t rema ined dry and withered ,
that of Aaron alone budded and blossomed and

yielded fruit (Num . xvi i ) . Philo - Judaeus says
that “Moses was instructed by the Egypt ian
pr ies ts in the philosophy of symbols and hiero

g lyph ics as wel l as in the myster ies of the sacred
an imals .

”

The sacred histor ian tel ls us he was
“ learned in all the W isdom of the Egypt ians” ; and
Manetho and other trad it ionary writers te l l us that
he was educated at Hel iopol is as a pr iest , under his
Egyptian name of Osars iph ,

and that there he was
taught the whole range of l i terature and science ,

which i t was customary to impart to the priesthood
of Egypt . I t is not strange

,
when he began in the
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wilderness to establ ish h is new rel igion , that he
Should have given a holy use to the symbols whose
meaning he had learned in his eccles iast ical edu
cat ion on the banks of the N i le .

The tabernacle i tself was , according to Josephus ,
forty - five feet long by fifteen wide ,

its greater length
be ing from east to west . The s ides were fifteen feet

THE TABERNACLE .

high , and there was a s loping roof . There was
no place of entrance except at the eastern end ,

which
was covered by curta ins . It was divided into two
apartments by a r ichly decorated curta in . There
were suspended , so as to cover the s ides and top of
the tabernacle , four curtains ;the first or inner cur
tain was composed of fine l inen

,
magn ificent ly em

bro idered , with figures of cherub im
,
in shades of

blue , purple and scarlet ; th is formed the
“ Beauti
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ful” ce i l ing. The other cover ings or curta ins were
of goats

’ ha i r and the skins of rams and other an i
mals colored red .

'

The two s ides and the western
end were formed of boards of sli itt

'

im wood
,
over

la id wi th th in plates of gold
, and fixed in sol id sock

ets or vases of S i lver . I t was surrounded by a

court , the wa l ls of which were made of fine twined
l inen , attached to pi llars bound with bands of s i lver
and set in sockets

,
of bras s . The length of the court

was I 50 feet , its breadth 75 feet , and its he ight 7%
feet . The tabernacle in all its structure was ar

ranged for conven ient packing
,
transportat ion and

sett ing up ; but neverthe less , in s ize
,
in beauty of

workmanship
, and in . cost1iness of mater ial , was a

magn ificent s tructure for the wilderness . This tab
ernacle was carr ied by the Is rael ites in all the i r
wander ings .

Dur ing the i r march through the wilderness the
twelve tr ibes had between them four pr incipal ban
ners

,
or standards

,
to which reference is made in the

Book of Numbers
,
chapter i i . : “ Every man of the

ch ildren of I srae l shal l p i tch by h is own s tandard.

”

Bu t as to what were the devices on the banners or

what were the i r var ious colors , the B ible is absolute
1y s i lent . To the invent ive gen ius of the Talmudists
we are indeb ted

'

for all that we know or profess
to know on this subj ect . Wherever the I srael ites
halted they encamped with three tr ibes on each s ide
of the tabernacle. The tr ibes of Judah , I ssachar
and Zebulun on the eas t s ide under the standard of

Judah ;Reuben ,
S imeon and Gad on the south s ide

under the standard of Reuben ; Ephra im , Manas

seh and Benjamin on the west s ide under the stand
ard of Ephra im ;Dan ,

Asher and Naphtal i on the
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north s ide under the standard of Dan ; the Levites
in the midst of the camp .

The Ark of the Covenant was a chest in which .

were kept the two tables of s tone , on which were en
graved the Ten Commandments . I t conta ined l ike
wise a golden pot of manna , Aaron

’

s rod
, and the

tables of the covenan t . I t was a lways depos ited
in the most sacred place of the tabernacle . I t was

ARK OF THE COVENANT.

made of shitt im wood
, overla id with in and With

out wi th pure gold . I t was abou t three feet n ine
inches long

,
two feet three inches wide , and of the

same extent in depth . I t had on the S ide two r ings
of gold

,
through which were placed staves of shi t

tim wood
,
overla id with gold

,
by which

,
when nec

essary
,
i t was borne by the Levites . Its cover or

l id was of pure gold
,
over which were placed two

figures cal led cherubim with expanded wings (Ex .

The cover of the ark was cal led K ap
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hiret, from K aphar,
“

to forgive s in,

”

and hence the
Engl ish name 0f “mercy—seat

,

”

as be ing the place
where the intercess ion fog s in was made . Aaron ’

s

rod was made sacred and carr ied in the ark from
the manner in which the tr ibe of Levites were cho

sen to be invested wi th the pries thood . The pot of

manna was placed in the ark of the covenant to
commemorate the heaven ly bread , by which the

Israe l ites were susta ined in the wilderness ; and is
cons idered as a symbol of l i fe

,
not the trans i tory

,

but the endur ing one of a future world .

Having aga in taken up the i r march and arr iv ing
at the wilderness of Paran ,

* Moses sent twelve cho

sen men,
one of each tr ibe

,
to examine the land of

Canaan , who, after forty days , return to Kadesh
city at the southeast border of Palest ine ,

and bring an evi l report of the land . Caleb and

Joshua
,
who were among those that searched the

land , sa id to the children of I srael
,

“

Let us go up
at once and possess i t ;for we are wel l able to over
come i t .” “ I f the Lord del ight in us

,
then he will

br ing us into th is land , and give i t us , a land which
floweth with milk and honey but the people mur
mur and rebel , and God swears in h is wrath that
none of the murmurers shal l enter the land , but be
consumed in the where they are doomed to
wander forty years . The people

,
however , resolve

to enter Canaan against the will of God ,
but

are th is t ime repulsed by the Amalekites (Num .

xi i i . , Moses then in h is progress from S ina i
to Canaan ,

a desert march from stat ion to stat ion
through a period of forty years , arr ives with h is
people near the border of Palest ine in the desert of

Z in
,

*
and from there seeks passage through the
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land of the Edomites”< ( descendants of Esau
, Ja

cob ’s twin brother ) , but is pos it ively refused and

threatened wi th the sword should he make the

at tempt . W hereupon the I srae l ites turn away
,

even avo id ing the Moabites* and the Ammon ites*

( descendants of Lot by his two daughters ) ,
but proceeded boldly aga in s t the k ings of the

Amor ites
,

* S ihon
, who re igned at Hesbon

,
and

Og , at Bashan . Both of these Chiefta ins l ived
eas t of the Jordan

, and were the descendants
of Canaan

,
an anc ient patr iarch , a son of Ham,

and the ancestor of the Canaan ites . They were
dispos sessed of the i r lands , which were be

stowed on the tr ibes of Reuben and Gad and a

hal f- tr ibe of Manasseh (Num . Aaron*

died on Mount Hor
,
in Edom ,

Arabia ,

* in the for

t ieth year after leaving Egypt , at the age of about
123 years , and was succeeded in the pr iesthood by
h is son E leazer . Not long after th is

,
in the year

145 1 B . C .
,
Moses

* died on Mount Nebo,
one of

the Abarim range of mounta ins ,
“ which is in the

land of Moab
,
that is over aga inst Jer icho ,

”

at the

age
~

of I 20
,
and was succeeded in author ity by

Joshua of the tr ibe of Ephra im . Joshua proved him
sel f to be an able and resolute general . He led the

tr ibes of I srae l across the Jordan into Canaan ,
or

the Holy Land , and then began a war of extermi

nat ion upon the nat ive inhabitants . Al l were ex

terminated except the G ibeon i tes ,* who secured
the i r safe ty by a stratagem ( Josh . and be

came a dependent or ~ servile class among the

Hebrews .

* The tabernacle was set up at Shiloh*

in 1444 B . C .
, and the rest of the land of Palest ine

divided , making in all twelve confederate s tates
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to
'

the conquest Moses had been the i r lawgiver and
leader . After h im Joshua ,

the general , gave the

people peace by war . And after the conquest a

ser ies of rulers arose known as j udges , for they

-SAUL ANOI NTED.

“ judged Israel .” Somet imes , for an interval , there
was no judge at all . Dur ing such interval every
man was at l iberty to do what seemed good in his
own eyes . By and by the example of the surround
ing nat ions produced the infect ion of monarchy in
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Israel . The people clamored for a king. The un

certain j udgeship proved only an equivocal defense
aga inst the strong, persona l governmen ts of the ad
jacent pagan nat ions . Under the popular impulse

,

and aga inst the theocrat i c principle, Saul, the son

of K ish , of the tr ibe of Benjamin
, was chosen for

the royal honor
,
and was ano inted king by the

prophet Samuel . With th is event the second period
of I srael it ish history begins .

Saul was a warr ior . He was an austere and able
man

,
cordially dis l iked by the pries thood

,
between

whom and himsel f there was a confl ict of author
ity. He began h is re ign by making war on the

adjacent tr ibes , whom he reduced to subject ion ,
the

first of whom were the Ammon ites . He then fel l
upon the Phil ist ines , whom he routed with great
s laughter

‘

in the decis ive battle of M ichmash . Then
the Moabites

,
Amalekites and Edomi tes were suc

cess ively dr iven beyond the borders of Israel .
Meanwhile the intractable spir it of the king had
given the priests opportun i ty to incite d iscontent ,
and an ant i - Saul party had ar isen among the peo

ple , and popular attent ion was directed to young
David as the coming ruler of Israel . David was
one of the most remarkable characters in history .

He was a son of Jesse , and was born in Bethlehem ,

*

Judah
, about 1085 B . C . Jesse was the son of Obed

and the grandchild of Boaz and Ruth . Boaz was
the l ineal descendant of Pharez , the S on of Judah

(Gen . xxxvi i i . ;Ruth iv . 1 3
In h is youth David fol lowed the occupat ion of a

shepherd , and he appears to have acquired great
skill as a mus ician . When about twen ty - two years
of age he was rece ived into the household of Saul ,
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king of Israel , who, we are told , was troubled with
an

“

evi l spir i t . ” David , by playing upon the harp
,

soothed and
“ refreshed” Saul , and the

“

evil sp ir it
departed from him .

”

On the breaking out of war

with the Phil is t ines in 1 063 B . C . he seems to have
been re leased from the house of Saul

,
and returned

home to feed his father
’

s sheep at Bethlehem . His

father soon after sent h im to the camp of K ing Saul
wi th provi s ions for his brethren . On his arr ival he
found the two armies drawn up in battle array

,

ready for attack , and as he ta lked wi th his brethren
,

Go l iath , the Phil ist ine giant , came forward, and , for
the fort ieth time in as many days , off ered h is chal
lenge for a S ingle combat . David preva i led upon
Saul to let him go and meet h im ,

whereupon he

chose five smooth stones out of the brook
,
and put

them in a shepherd ’s bag which he had , and , with
his s l ing in hand

,
he drew near to the Phil ist ine .

Gol iath came on ,
and

“ David put his hand in h is
bag , and took thence a s tone

,
and s lang it , and smote

the Phil ist ine in h is forehead ; and he fel l upon h is
face to the ear th .

”

For th is and other deeds of

valor
,
according to the promise of the king, he re

ce ived M ichal
,
Saul ’s youngest daughter , in mar

r iage . He was given a command in the army and

acquitted himse l f wel l on all occas ions
,
and rapidly

ga ined the confidence and love of the people . Bu t
Saul was offended by the pra ises which David re

ce ived for h is prowess
,
and not only regarded his

son - in - law wi th bit ter j ea lousy
,
but made repeated

attempts upon h is l i fe . David at length ( 1056 B .

C . ) was obl iged to flee and seek refuge in the wil
derness of Judea , where he soon gathered a band of
s ix hundred men, whom he kept in perfect control
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and employed only aga inst the enemies of the land .

He was st i l l pursued by Saul wi th implacable host i l
ity ; and , as he would not ‘ l ift h is hand aga ins t h is
king, though he often had him in h is power

,
he at

length judged it best to ret ire into the land of the

Phil ist ines . Here he was generous ly rece ived as an
enemy of Saul and of Israel

,
and given the town of

Z iklag"< as a dwe l l ing- place
,
where he and h is men

,

with the i r households
,
l ived while in that coun try ,

and which has been “ held by the kings of Judah
unto th is day.

”

In 1055 B . C. , while the armies of the Phil ist ines
were be ing assembled at Aphek

, a city of the tr ibe
of Issachar

,
in the val ley of Jezree l , preparatory to

the attack upon the Israel i tes
,
who were camped

at Jezreel near by in the same val ley, the princes
of the Phil is t ines became suspic ious of David and

h is forces who had accompan ied them , and made
compla int to Achish , the i r king, not to let him go

into battle with them ,
les t he become the i r adver

sary . They sa id
,

“

Is not th is David of whom they
sang one to another in dances , saying

,
Saul S lew

h is thousand , and David h is ten thousand ?
” Then

Achish
, who had become a great fr iend of David ,

sent for him , and sa id unto him ,

“ Thou hast been
upright

,

‘

and thy go ing out and thy coming
in with me is good in

.
my S ight

,
for I have

not found evi l in thee s ince the day of thy
coming unto me unto th is day : nevertheless
the lords favor thee not . Wherefore now re

turn
,
and go in peace , that thou displease not

the lords of the Phil ist ines .

”

S o David and his

men returned into the land of the Phil is t ines . On

the i r arr ival at Z iklag they found the town burned,
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and the i r wives and the i r Sons and the i r daughters
a ll taken capt ives and carr ied away by the Amalek
ites . David went at once in pursuit and soon over
took them ,

where he found them scattered about ,
“

eat ing and dr inking and dancing, because of all

the spo i l that they had taken out of the land of the

Phil is t ines , and out of the land of Judah .

” David
fought them from twil ight even unto the even ing of

the next day ; and all that escaped were four hun
dred young men who rode away on came ls . David
recovered all that the Amalekites had carr ied away
—wives

,
sons , daughters , and all the spo i l they had

taken . On h is return to Z iklag David sent a part
of the spo i l unto the elders of Judah , even to h is

fr iends
, at Hebron

,
and to all the places where he

and h is men were wont to haunt , saying,
“ Behold

a present for you of the spoi l of the enemies of the

( In later days th is would have been con

s idered pol it ical shrewdness . )
The engagemen t between the Phil ist ines and the

I srael i tes resulted in a complete victory for the Phi
l is t ines . The I srae l ites fled to M t . G i lboa ,

where all

the sons of K ing Saul were S la in but one , and Saul
himsel f

,
be ing severe ly wounded

,
took h is own l i fe

bv fall ing upon h is sword . The death of Saul
opened the way for David to the promised throne .

He was at once chosen king over the tr ibe of Judah ,
re ign ing at Hebron for seven years

,
while Ishbo

sheth , Saul
’

s on ly rema in ing son
,
was recogn i zed as

king of I srael , and in power on the east S ide of the

Jordan , and for two years was obeyed by all the

tr ibes except Judah . In 1048 B . C . ,
I shbosheth was

assass inated , and David became king over all Is rael
( I . S am. xvi . ; I I . S am . i . - v . )

38



FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

One of the first acts of h is re ign was the conquest
of Jerusalem ,

the pr incipal town of the Jebus ites
,

who were descendan ts of Canaan and occupied that
part of the land of Canaan ( Palestine ) S ituated
S outh of the center of the country

, abou t thirty
seven miles from the Mediterranean

, and abou t
twenty - four miles from the r iver Jordan ; an ele

vated ground upon which rests the city of Jerusa
lem

, which they cal led Jebus . The old trad it ions
and natural prepossess ions both of Jews and Chris
t ians connect it wi th Salem

,
of which Melch izedek

was king (Gen . The Jebus i tes seem to have
been terr itor ial ly one of the smal les t of the Canaan
it ish nations

,

'

but from the i r pos it ion one of the

s trongest .
In the conques t of Canaan ,

the ir king
,
Adon i ~

Zedek
, was s la in by Joshua at Makkedah , after the

battle of Beth - horon ( Josh . After Joshua’s
death ( 1443 B . C . ) the I srael ites obta ined posses
s ion of the town ,

which they afterwards jo intly in
habited with the

'

Jebus ites for nearly 400 years .

When David became king ( 1055 B . C . ) he expel led
the latter and made i t the capital of h is kingdom ,

under the name of JebuS - salem or Jerusalem , where
he re igned for th irty - three years . In 1045 B . C . the

ark of the covenant , which was at K i rjath - jear im ,

was carr ied
,
under K ing David’s instruct ions , to

Jerusalem ,
where i t was placed in a temporary tab

ernacle erected for its use . Here the pr iests per

formed the i r da i ly service unt i l Solomon erected the

temple
,
then the temporary or Davidic tabernacle

was put away as a rel ic . Both the old , or S ina it ic ,
and Davidic tabernacles were in t ime al together lost
s ight of

,
and no doubt became vict ims of careless
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ness and the corrod ing influence of t ime or were
burned up . David died in 1 0 1 5 B . C.

,
having re igned

forty years , and was by far the greatest monarch
that ever sat on the throne of I srael . Solomon ,

who

succeeded to the throne , was the son of David by
Bathsheba ,

whose husband , Ur iah , he caused to be
base ly s la in ( I I . S am . xi .

,

K ing So lomon
’

s Temple .

I t was K ing David who first proposed to substi

tute for the nomadic tabernacle a permanent place
of wors hip for h is people . For th is purpose he pur
chased Mount Moriah , one of the eminences of the

r idge which was known as Mount
'

Z ion , and was

the property of Om an
,
the Jebus ite

, who used it as
a threshing- floor . But

, although K ing David had
des igned the temple and acquired all the necessary
means

, and even col lected many of the mater ials ,
he was not permitted to commence the undertaking,
and the execution of the task was left to his son

and successor
,
Solomon . Accordingly that mon

arch
‘

la id the foundat ion of the edifice in the

fourth year of his re ign
,
10 1 2 B . C ; and with

the ass istance of h is fr iend and al ly
,
H i ram

,
king

of Tyre , completed i t in about
'

seven years and

a hal f , dedicat ing it to the service of the Most
H igh in the year 1 004 B . C . This was the year
of the world 3000 , according to the Hebrew chro

nology ; and al though there has been much dif
ference among the chronologists in relat ion to the

precise date , this is the one that has been generally
accepted , and it is therefore adopted by Masons in
the ir calculat ions of d iff erent epochs .
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n ic ians .

1 Tyre was distant from Jerusalem about
one hundred and twenty miles by sea , and was th irty
miles nearer by land . S idon was under the Tyr ian
Governmen t , S i tuated twen ty miles north of Tyre in
the forests of Lebanon . I t was a place of cons ider
able importance even in the t ime of Joshua ( 145 1
B . who succeeded Moses

, and who spoke of i t
as

“ Great S idon .

” Hence i t is evident that the
Phoen ician s were far advanced i n the ar ts of life
when the Israel i tes reached the promised land . That
no confus ion might ar ise , owing to the great num
bers employed , K ing Solomon se lected those of most
enl ightened minds

,
rel igious , and zealous in good

work
,
as masters to super intend the workmen ;and

for overseers of the work he selected men who were
skill ful in geometry and proport ion

,
.and who had

been in it iated and proved in the myst ical learn ing
of the ancient sages . He numbered and classed
all the craftsmen

,
whether nat ives or fore igners .

At the complet ion of the temple ,
'

the ark of the cov

enant was depos ited by Solomon in the Sanctum
Sanctorum

, or Holy of Hol ies
,
of the temple . I t

was lost upon the final destruct ion of the building
by the Chaldeans in 588 B . C . The firs t temple
of the Jews was cal led the palace or the house of

Jehovah to indicate its splendor and magn ificence,
and waS

'

intended to be the perpetual dwel l ing- place
of the Lord . I t was one of the most magnificent
structures of the ancient world . I t was surrounded
with spac ious courts

, and the whole structure occu

pied at least hal f a mile in circumference . This was
surrounded by a wal l of great he ight

,
exceeding in

S ee Phcnnic ians
,
in Supplement.
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the lowest part four hundred and fifty feet
, con

structed entirely of white marble . The body of the
temple was in S ize much less than many a modern
par ish church , for its length was but n inety feet,

1

or,

including the porch , one hundred and five
, and its

width but thirty, be ing just twice the s i ze of the old

or S ina it i c tabernacle . I t was its outer courts
,
its

numerous terraces , and the magn ificence of its ex

ternal and internal decorat ions
,
together with its

e levated pos i t ion above the surrounding dwel l ings ,
which produced that splendor of appearance that
attracted the admirat ion of all who beheld i t and
gave cause for the queen of Sheba ,

* when it first
broke upon her view

,
to excla im in admirat ion ,

“ A
Most Exce l lent Master must have done th is "”

The twelve tr ibes of Israe l were all engaged in its
construction

, and for its erect ion David had collect
ed more than four thousand mill ions of dollars , and

men were engaged about seven and one

hal f y ears in bui lding it ;after its complet ion it was
dedicated by Solomon with solemn prayer , and

seven days of fast ing, dur ing which a peace - offer
ing of twenty thousand oxen and s ix t imes that
number of Sheep was made , to consume which the
holy fire came down from heaven .

fi t?

The Exploration of Jeru salem .

Recen t explorat ions of Jerusalem by an associa
t ion known as

“

The Pales t ine Explorat ion Fund” of

1 Temple measurements are based upon a cubit of e ighteen
inches .
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England , with Captain Charles Warren in charge ,
have made many discover ies that go to corroborate
the test imony of Josephus and of Scr iptural wr iters
of the earl ier h istory of the Holy City . .

The present city of Jerusalem stands
, as i t were ,

upon a heap of dus t and rubbish
,
under which is the

Jerusalem of the B ible . The fact that ancient Jeru
salem was seventeen t imes captured , and more than
once leveled to the ground, its splendid edifices con
verted into p i les of dus t and ruins , is not suffic ien t
altogether to account for th is s ingular s ituat ion ,

but it is rather to the fact that the s tone of which the
houses and walks of Jerusalem are bui lt is very
fr iable and exfol iates rap idly , so rapidly that a few
centur ies are sufficient to reduce a square block to
a Shapeless mass . This

,
of course , produces pulver

ized earth
,
the earth which has bur ied fifty

,
seven ty

five and even a hundred feet deep
,
the Jerusalem

of our Saviour ’ s per iod . The So—cal led “ Jerusa lem
marble ,

” taken from the immen se quarry which un
derlies so much of the northeas tern quarte r of the
c ity, and which has been excavated dur ing the last
three thousand years express ly for bui lding mate
r ials , is so soft when it firs t comes from the quarry
that it may almost be crushed between the fingers .

I t is but l itt le firmer than a wel l - crystal l i zed loaf
of sugar . True

,
i t hardens upon exposure

,
and in

t ime becomes a fai r mater ial for building purposes ;
but i f any one is surprised to find the city of Jerusa
lem s tanding upon a pile of dis integrated l imestone ,

fifty feet thick
,
as it sure ly does , he - has only to

explore that enormou s quarry
, a quarter of a mile

deep , to discover where the rubbish or iginally came
from .
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This explanat ion will enable the reader to under
s tand what is mean t by exploring J erusalem. I t is
s imply to go to the bottom 9 f that enormous mound
of dust and ashes , and let in the l ight upon s treets
and foundat ions upon which it shone two thousand
years ago. In this respect there is a most exact
analogy between the explorat ion of Jerusalem and

of Pompe i i . Over the latter c ity the superincum

bent mass is scor iae
,
lava and volcan ic ashes ; in

the former the accumulat ions are of pulver ized l ime
stone , added, of course , to the garbage of the city,
shred s of pottery, bones , etc .

,
etc . , the accumula

t ions of that extended per iod . It is no romance to
say that the present Jerusalem overl ies many J eru
saleni s that have gone to dust , in the centuries s ince
the Jebus ites establ ished the i r c itadel upon Mount
Z ion

,
before the t ime of Abraham ,

and that the ex

plorer
’

s spade must pass these graves of cit ies one

by one to find the remnants which he seeks . These
remarks are l ikewise appl icable to the old s ites of
Tyre, S idon , Gebal , etc .

The Foundation of the Temple .

I t is difficult for the superfic ial reader to com

prehend that although the temple of Solomon is

absolu tely gone
—effaced from the earth , so that not

a crumb or fragment can be recogn ized—yet ,
its

foundat ion rema ins . By this term is not meant

the walls upon which the temple was built ( com

par ing it with an ordinary edifice ) , but the platform,

the hill
,
the mound art ificial ly erected to serve as a

bas is for the subl ime structure .

The h ill , styled in the O ld Testament Mor iah,
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and more recently Mount Mor iah , was , by nature,
a narrow ,

knobby, crooked r idge ( of the class famil
iarly known as

“

hog deeply channeled by
ravines and gulleys , honeycombed with caves , and
in no proper sense fit to be used as the bas is of a

great temple . On all s ides it fel l off rapidly and

very steeply
,
except from northwest to southeast,

the direct ion in which the r idge ran . The area on

the summit was enlarged by wal ls buil t along the
decl ivit ies

,
the outs ide wal l deep down the val leys ,

from 100 to I 50 feet be low the area on which
the temple buildings stood . One hundred feet
aga in below this lay the or iginal bed of the brook
Kedron . The foundat ions of the temple , therefore,
were 250 feet above the deep defiles around . Th is
area

, or iginal ly bui lt by Solomon and en larged by
Herod

,
s t i l l exists

,
runn ing on the south along the

val ley of H innom feet and along the Kedron
To transform th is uns igh t ly and c ircum

scr ibed r idge into a sol id , broad , high and durable
platform was a problem of s tupendous magnitude
as great a one , perhaps even greater , than would
have been that of making a platform ent irely ar t i
fic ial .

To i l lustrate and convey a part ial idea of the task
that devolved upon H i ram and h is builders : Go

out upon a level plain ;measure off an oblong square ,
feet by equal to th irty - s ix and a hal f

acres ;build a wal l around it of great stones , e ight ,
ten

,
twenty

, and even forty feet long, and of pro

portionate breadth and thickness ;bind the founda
t ion - stones of th is wal l firmly together with clamps
of i ron and lead

,
and in the same manner fas ten

them into the nat ive rock that l ies be low ;raise that
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wal l to an average he ight of one hundred and fifty
feet of sol id masonwork ;fill up sol id the whole area
of th irty - S ix and a hal f at res to that great he ight
of one hundred and fifty feet " This be ing done,
you will have such a platform as was erected by
So lomon ’

s craftsmen ,
upon which to build the

temple.

The figure is not absolutely . correct , for there
was a central core to the platform ,

viz . the or iginal
Mount Mor iah

,
and in the masonwork many large

vaults and subterranean chambers were left .
Now,

when we descr ibe the foundat ions of King
Solomon ’

s temple as s t i l l rema in ing, we al lude to

this stupendous base
,
the platform of th ir ty—s ix and

a hal f acres , cons tructed in so substant ial a man

ner that ne ither t ime , nor the devastat ion of bar

bar ian force , nor the migh ty bruit of earthquakes ,
has had power to break it up . S o large are the

stones of which the outer wal ls are bui lt , so art is
t ical ly are they laid together in relat ion to each
other , and so firmly mort iced at the i r interior edges
and at the i r po ints of j unct ion wi th the nat ive rock,
that it is safe to say that no power that human hands
can apply will ever remove them ,

nor will any vol

can ic force affect them , less than that which wou ld
elevate the bed of the sea and s ink the mountains
into the depths .

On top of and along the outer walls of this in
closure or foundat ion were built the port icoes or

covered walks , above which were gal ler ies or apart
ments , supported by pillars of white marble t that
overlooked the brook Kedron and the val ley of H in
nom. They were magn ificent structures

,
resembling

the nave and a isles of Gothic cathedrals . But these
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were on ly the outer buildings of the temple area .

The porticoes opened inwardly upon a court paved

PLAN OF TEMPLE .

A . The Holy of Ho l ies. F . The Court of Israe l .
B . The Holy Place. J . The Court o f the Genti les .

C. The Altar of Burnt O ffer K. The Eastern Gate .

ings . L. Porches or Colonnades.

D . The Brazen Laver. M . Outer Wal l .
E . The Court of the Priests .

with marble and open to the Skv. This was called
the

“ Court of the Gent iles ,
” because the Genti les

were admitted into it , but were prohibited from
48
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pillar was three inches . The one that stood on the

r ight hand ( or south ) was cal led Jachin , and the

other at the left hand ( or nor th ) was cal led Boaz .
I t has been supposed that Solomon ,

in erect ing these
pillars , had reference to the pillar of cloud and

pillar of fire , which wen t before the Israel ites in
the ir journey through the wilderness , and that the
r ight - hand or south pillar represented the pi llar of
cloud and the left - hand or north p il lar represented
that of fire . Solomon did not s imply erect them as

ornaments to the temple , but as memor ials of God
’

s

repeated promises of support to h is people of I srae l .
For the pi llar ( Jach in ) , der ived from the Hebrew
words ( Jah ) ,

“ Jehovah
,

”

and ( ach in ) ,
“

to estab
l ish

,

”

s ign ifies that “

God will establ ish h is house of

Israel” ; while the pil lar ( Boaz ) , compounded of

( b ) ,
“

in
,

”

and (oaz ) ,
“

strength ,
”

s ign ifies that “

in

strength Shal l i t be establ ished .

”

And thus were
the Jews , in pass ing through the porch to the tem

ple , da i ly reminded of the abundant promises of

God , and inspired with confidence in h is protect ion
and grat i tude for h is many acts of kindness to h is
chosen people . I f th is symbol ism be correct , the

pillars
‘

of
'

the porch
,
l ike those of the wilderness ,

would refer to the superintending and protect ing
power of De ity. (Calcott , Cand . D isg .

,

From the porch you enter the sanctuary by a por
tal

, which , instead of folding—doors , was furn ished
wi th a magn ificent ve i l of many colors , which my s

t ically represented the un iverse . In the sanctuary
were placed the var ious utens i ls necessary for the
daily

oworsh ip. The Holy of Hol ies
, or innermos t

chamber , was separated from the sanctuary by
doors of ol ive , r ichly sculptured and inlaid wi th
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gold and covered w ith ve i ls of blue, purple , scarlet ,
and ~the finest l inen . Into the most sacred place the
high pries t alone could en ter

, and that only once a

year
,
on the day of atonement .

I f one looked upon Mount Mor iah from the brow
of Mount O l ive t oppos i te , and beheld the ci ty from
the direct ion of Bethany, i t must have been a s ight
which

,
for architectural beauty and grandeur

, per

haps
,
has never been equaled

,
certa inly not sur

passed . It was an art ificial mounta in from the deep
ravines below

,
wal l

,
column

,
roof

,
pinnacle

,
culmi

nat ing in the temple within and above all , and prob
ably measur ing between 500 and 600 feet in he ight .
James Fergusson ,

E sq ,
the dis t inguished arch i

teet
,
writes : “

The tr iple temple of Jerusalem ,
the

lower court s tanding on its magn ificent terraces ,
the inner court ra ised on its plat form in the cen ter ,
and the temple i tse lf r is ing out of the group and

crown ing the whole , must have formed , when com

b ined with the beauty of the s i tuat ion
,
one of the

most splendid arch itectura l combinat ions of the

ancient world .

”

Josephus wrote : “ I f any one looked down from
the top of the battlements he would be giddy, while
h is S ight could not reach to such an immense dep th .

”

This passed for fool ish exaggerat ion t i ll recent ex

plorations vindicated the statement .
Croley ( in Salath iel ) . in his magn ificen t word

pa int ing
,
descr ibes the mounta in and its glorious

occupant (Temple of Herod the year of its de
s truct ion ,

A . D . 70 ,
which was S im ilar in strue

ture to the Temple of Solomon
,
as fol lows : “ I see

1
'

S ee Temple o f Solomon,
in Supplement .
5 1
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the Court of the Gent i les circl ing the whole , a fort
ress of the purest marble , with its wal l r is ing s ix

hundred feet from the val ley ; its kingly entrance,
worthy of the fame of Solomon ; its innumerable
and stately bui ldings for the pr iests and officers of

the temple
“

,
and above them ,

gl itter ing l ike a suc

cess ion of diadems , those alabaster port icoes and

colonnades in which the chiefs and sages of Jeru
salem sat teach ing the people, or walked, breath ing
the air, and gaz ing on the grandeur of a landscape
which swept the whole amphitheater of the moun
tains . I see

,
r is ing above th is stupendous boundary,

the court of the Jewi sh women ,
separated by its por

phyry pi llars and r ichly sculptured wal l ;above th is
the separated court of the men : st i l l h igher

,

‘

the

court of the pr iests ; and highest
,
the crown ing

splendor of all the centra l temple , the place of the

sanctuary, and of the Holy of Hol ies , covered with
plates of gold

,
its roof planted with lofty spear

heads of gold , the most precious marbles and metals
everywhere flashing back the day, t i l l Mount MO

r iah s tood forth to the eye of the stranger approach
ing Jerusalem ,

what i t had been so often descr ibed
by its bard s and people

, a moun tain of snow s tud

ded w i th jewels .

”

Al l these buildings
,
port icoes

,
columns

,
pinnacles

,

altar and temple
”
have per ished .

“

Not one s tone
rema ins upon another which has not been thrown
down .

”

The area alone remains , and the mass ive
substructures for years have been s leeping
in the i r courses . The preservat ion has been due
to the ruin . Buildings so vast have been toppled
down the l peS of the Mor iah , that the o

r iginal
dehles and val leys have been almost obl iterated.
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What has been regarded as the or iginal surface
has been found to be .debris from 70 to 90 feet deep .

With pickaxe and shovel B r it ish explorers have
been down to the or iginal foundat ions . Fal len col

umns have been met with and avoided
, or a way

blasted through them . The Cinders of burnt Jerusa
lem have been cut through and turned up to the

l ight—r ich moulds depos i ted by the treasures of

Jewish pr ide . The seal of Hagga i
,
in ancient He

brew characters
,
was picked up out of the s ittings of

th is depos i t . The first courses of stones depos i ted by
Phoen ic ian builders have been reached, lying on the
l iv ing rock . Quarry - marks , put on in vermil ion ,

have been copied—known to be quarry—marks by the
tr ickl ing drops of pa int, st i l l v is iblcg only they are

above the letters , showing that when they were
written the s tones lay with the unders ide upper
most .
The whole of Mount Mor iah has been found to be
fa i r ly honeycombed with cisterns and passages .

One of the cisterns , known as the Great S ea,
would

contain two mill ions of gal lons , and all together not
less than ten mill ions . The wal l of Ophel has been
exposed—at the present t ime 70 feet h igh—though
bur ied in debris : and the rema ins of towers and

houses have been l igh ted upon belonging to the age

of the kings of Judah .

The seven success ive objects that have occupied
this sacred r idge

,
to which a Mason

’

s attent ion is
directed , are :
I . The Altar of Abraham .

2 . The Threshing - floor of Om an .

3 . The Al tar of David .

4 . The Temple of Solomon .
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5 . The Temple of Zerubbabe l .
6 . The Temple of Herod .

7 . The Mosque of Omar . In the fourtenth cen

tury th is building was descr ibed as a very fa i r
house

,
lofty and ci rcular, covered with lead, we l l

paved with white marble .

The temple area is now occup ied by two Turkish
mosques

,
into which , unt i l recently , ne ither Jew nor

Christ ian was permitted to enter .

Anc ient Temples .

The Egypt ian form of a temple was borrowed
by the Jews , and wi th some modificat ions adopted
by the Greeks and Romans

,
Whence i t passed over

into modern Europe .

The direct ion of an Egyptian temple was usual
ly from east to west

,
the entrance be ing at the east .

I t was a quadrangular building
,
much longer than

its width
,
and was s ituated in the western part of a

sacred enclosure . The approach through th is em

closure to the temple proper was frequently by a

double row of Sphinxes . In front of the entrance
were a pa i r of tal l obe l isks

,
which will remind the

reader of the two pillars at the porch of Solomon ’

s

temple . The temple was divided into a spacious hal l ,
where the great body of the worsh ipers assem
bled . Beyond it

,
in the western extremity, was the

cel l or sekos
,
equivalent to the Jewish Holy o f H0

l ies , into which the pr iests onlv entered ;and in the

remotest part
,
behind a curta in , appeared the image

of the god seated on his shr ine or the sacred ani

mal which represented h im .

The Grecian temp le c l ike the E gyptian and the
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Hebrew
,
were placed within an inclosure, which

was separated from the profane land around it
,
in

early t imes
,
by ropes

, h ut afterwards by a wal l .
The temple was usual ly quadrangular

, although
some were circular in form . I t was divided into
parts s imilar to the Egyptian .

The Roman temples
, after they emerged from

the i r pr imit ive s impl ic ity
,
were constructed much

upon the mode of the Grecian . The idea of a sepa
rat ion into a holy and a most holy place has every
where been preserved . The same idea is ma inta ined
in the construction of Mason ic Lodges

,
which are

but imitat ions
,
in spir it

,
of the ancient temples . The

Most Holy P lace of the Egyptians and Jews was
in the West. whereas now i t is in the East .

D ivision of the Hebrew Nation .

Solomon died in the year 975 B . C . Dur ing h is
re ign he peacefully consol idated and recaptured,
fort ified or built c i t ies or s tat ions for commerce
or protect ion at strategic po ints . He built .

reser
vo i t s

,
aqueducts , many wonderful buildings , and

laid out “ paradises” and gardens . Many kings were
h is tr ibutar ies ;untold wealth and the wonders and

curios it ies of many countr ies flowed in to or through
the land , so that

“

s i lver was nothing accounted of in
h is day.

” Many fore igners were attracted by h is
splendor and wisdom ,

notably Balkis P) , the queen
o f Sheba

,
with her marve lous ret inue . To meet

with Oriental ideas of h is royal magn ificence , h is
harem grew to number one thousand inmates , and ,

contrary to the law of Moses , he not on ly multipl ied
wives , but by his marr iages formed al l iances with
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many heathen nat ions . In his old age h is
“

s trange”

wives led him to commit or permit gross and vic ious
idolatry . He was gifted with tran scendent w is
dom and the most br i ll iant men ta l powers

, yet

towards the end of his l i fe he presented the sad

spectacle of a common eastern despot , voluptuous ,
idolatrous

,
occas ional ly even crue l

,
and h is re ign can

not but be
'

regarded ,
both pol it ical ly and financial ly ,

as a splendid fai lure . Before h is death Edom a nd

Syria revo lted , tr ibal jealous ies arose in I srae l , and
Jeroboam , of the tr ibe of Ephra im

, who was super
intendent of the publ ic works

,
began to plot the di

v is ion of the nat ion
,
in which he was a ided by the

al ienat ion of the people coming through the intoler
able Oppress ion and taxat ion that were necessary
to meet the enormous expenses of the court . For

th is conspiracy Jeroboam was forced to flee to save
h is l i fe . He went to Egypt and placed himse l f um
der the protect ion of Shishak

,
the king .

Hardly had Solomon breathed h is las t when h is
people arose in revolt . Rehoboam ,

his son and suc

cessor
,
whose mothe r was Naamah , an Ammbn ite ,

adopted his father ’s methods as h is own , and wi th
a haughty a ir unwise ly provoked the resentment
which just ice and pol icy cal led upon h im to al lay .

Ten tr ibes
,
under the leadership of Jeroboam ,

who ,

after the death of Solomon
,
had returned to Jeru

salem
,
seceded from h is domin ion and formed the

nat ion or kingdom of I srael
,
and took up the i r res

idence in Samaria ; while the rema in ing two,
the

tr ibes of Judah and Ben jamin , reta ined possess ion
of the Temple and of Jerusalem under the name of

the K ingdom of Judah .

* Thus
,
in 975 B . C. , was

effected the div is ion of the Hebrew nat ion into peo
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caused the downfa l l of the kingdom of I srael .
Hoshea

,
its sovere ign ,

was thrown into pr ison ,
the

greater part of the inhabitants carr ied away cap

t ive into the far East , the mounta inous regions of

Media
,
and the i r place suppl ied by Assyr ian colo

h ists brought from Babylon ,
Pers ia

,
Shushan ,

Elam ,

and other places . These colon ists brought with
them the idolatrous creed and pract ices of the re

gion from which they emigrated . They mingled
with the remnant of the I srael ites , intermarr ied and
formed the mixed people cal led Samar itans .

* The

I srael ites who had been exiled never returned . and

what became of them has always been . and we pre

sume will always remain
,
matter of vagues t specu

lat ion .
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Anc ient to Modern .

In pass ing from this brief outl ine of the condi
1.

t ion of the fratern i ty in what we may properly de
nominate the ancient his tory, we will now endeavor
to trace its progress from that per iod to the more
enl ightened days of modern architecture , and the

cultivat ion of the arts and sciences
,
in such chrono

logical order as w ill give the most concise histor ical
facts

,
based upon substant ial documents , and the

principal monuments erected by the travel ing op

erative fratern it ies or Freemasons .

Roman Colleges of Artificers .

‘5? In 7 1 6 be fore the Christ ian era ,
the Roman col

leges of Artificers were establ ished . They were
composed of men learned in all the arts and trades
necessary for the execution of c iv il

,
rel igious

,
naval

and hydraul ic arch i tecture , with the i r own laws and
j udges

,
laws based on those of the D ionys ian Ar

t ificers
,

l whose myster ies had spread among the .

principal peoples of the East . ( S ee D ionys ian Mys
ter ies

,
p . Numa

,
the great lawgiver , the sec

ond king of Rome
,
in founding these col leges

,
made

them at the same t ime civ i l and rel igious societ ies ,
with the exclus ive pr ivilege of building temples and
edifices , the i r relat ions to the state and pr iesthood
be ing determined by the general laws . At the i r
head were pres idents cal led Masters , Overseers or

1 “
The papal briefs which protected them al leged that im

munities were given them, after the example of H iram, king
of Tyre , when he sent artisans to King Solomon,

for the pur

pose of bui lding the temple at Jerusalem”

(Royal Masonic

Cyclopedia
,
p.
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Wardens
,
Censors , Treasurers , Keepers of the

Seals , Arch itects and Secretar ies ;there was in each
of them a pr iest . The Workmen were d ivided into
three classes : Elders , or ch ief men of the trade

, and

the i r journeymen and apprent ices ; they had secre t
meet ings ; pa id monthly dues , by .

wh ich means a

common fund was accumulated for the maintenance
or rel ief of indigent or des t itute members ; they
elected the candidates for admiss ion by vo ice of the

members
,
and performed a secret ceremony of in

it iat ion and made a symbol ic use of the implements
of the i r art or profess ion . No col lege could cons ist
o f less than three members . In all these respects
they were l ike modern Lodges of Freemasonry .

With the advance of the empire
,
the i r numbers in

creased and the i r pr iv i leges greatly extended, so

that they became an important element in the body
pol it ic .

The Romans were early dist inguished for a sp ir it
of colon izat ion

,
which was conducted through the

legionary soldiers of the army . To each legion
there was attached a Col lege or Corporat ion of Ar
t ificers, which was organ ized with the legion at

Rome , and passed with it through all its cam

paigns , and when it colon ized remained in the col

ony to plant the seeds of Roman c iv il i zat ion , and to
teach the principles of Roman arts . The members
of the col lege erected fort ificat ions for the legions
in t imes of war, and in t imes of peace

, or when the
legion became stat ionary

,
constructed temples and

dwel l ing - houses . When England was invaded by
the Roman armies in the year 55 B . C.

,
the legions

which went there carr ied with them the i r Col leges
of Artificers . One of these legions

,
under Jul ius
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Caesar , advanc ing into the northern l imits of the

country
,

establ ished a colony
,

and
,
to defend

themselves
,
formed an en trenched camp with wal ls

,

ins ide of which
,
as e lsewhere

,
habitat ions

,
temples

and a
'queducts appeared, which , under the name of

Ebor icum
,
gave birth to the c i ty of York,

after
wards so celebrated in the history of Masonry . In

the beginn ing of the second century
, after the fal l

‘

of the Roman Republ ic , all the Colleges of Artifi

cers los t the i r ancient pr ivi leges . But in the year
286, Carau S iuS , known as the

“ Count of the

Saxon Shore
,

”

and
“Admira l of the Northern

Seas
,

”

was besought by the suff er ing from
the depredat ions of the Saxon and Frank p irates ,
to assume the sovere ign ty of the i r is land . Having
organ ized a mar ine victor ious aga inst the pirates ,
which before h is advent had fi l led the

“

narrow
seas ,

”

he took possess ion of Bri ta in and declar e d
himsel f emperor . In order to concil iate the Roman
Col leges of A rtificers , then wield ing an immense
influence in that country, he restored the i r ancient
pr ivi leges , S ince wh ich t ime they have been called
pr ivileged or F reemas ons

,
to dist inguish them from

those not thus ent itled . In 294 Caraus ius was as

sass inated by h is pr ime min ister and confident ial
fr iend

,
Allectus , who ,

mainta ined h is usurped do
min ions for three years , when Roman power put
an end to the independent Sovere ign ty of Brita in ,

and reun ited it with the empire .

The invas ion of the northern barbar ians into
I '

taly
'

demanded the entire force of the Roman
armies to defend the integr ity of the empire at

home . Br ita in in the .year 420 was abandoned ,
and the nat ives

,
pr incipal ly Celts

, , with the
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Roman colon ists , and the Col leges of Art ificers
,

who had settled among them , were left to defend
themse lves . Long previous to this , however, Chris
tian ity had dawned , not on ly upon the British
I s lands

,
bu t upon the whole of Europe

,
and the

influences of the new faith were not long in be ing
felt by the col leges

,
and the next phase in their

h istory '

is the record of the i r assumption of the

Chr ist ian l ife and d octr ines .

Bu ilding Corporations.

* As soon as the colon ists and the nat ives of B r it
ain had been abandoned , they were dr iven ,

first by
the P icts ,

the i r savage ne ighbors , and then by the
Saxon sea robbers

,
into the moun tains of Wales

and the is lands of the Ir ish S ea . The Artificers
,

who were converted to Chri s t ian ity, and who had

rema ined when the legions left the
‘

country
,
went

wi th them
,
and having lost the ir connect ion with

the mother inst i tut ion at Rome , became thence forth
s imply Bui lding Corporations or S oc ieties of
Bu i lders . They reta ined the organ izat ion which
had always worked so wel l and the name of Free
masons . Subsequently

,
in the s ixth century

, abou t
the year 550 ,

when the whole of England was taken
possess ion of by the Saxon invaders , the Britons ,
headed by the monks and pr iests , and accompan ied
hy . the Art ificers

,
fled into I re land and Scotland

which countr ies they civi l ized and conver ted , and

whose inhabitants were instructed in the art of

bu i lding.

Whenever we read of the extens ion in barbarous
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or pagan countr ies of Chris t ian i ty
, and the conver

s ion of the i r inhabi tan ts to the true fa i th , we also
hear of the propagat iomof the art of building in
the same places by the corporat ions of arch itects

,

the immediate successors of the Roman legionary
col leges

,
for the new re l igion required churches ,

and, in t ime , cathedrals and monaster ies , and the

eccles ias t ica l arch itecture speedily sugges ted im»

provements in the c ivi l . In t ime
, all the rel igious

knowledge and all the arch itectural Skill of the

northern part of Europe were concentrated in the

remote regions of I reland and Scotland , whence
miss ionar ies were sent back to England to convert
the pagan Saxon . From England these energetic
miss ionar ies , accompan ied by the pious Arch itects ,
passed into Europe

,
and effectual ly labored for the

convers ion of the Scandinavian nat ions , introduc
ing into Germany, Sweden ,

Norway
, and even Ire

land
,
the bless ings of Chr ist ianity, and the refine

ments of civi l i zed l i fe .

The re l igious contest between the or iginal Chris
t ians of Brita in and the Papa l power , after years
of controversy

,
final ly terminated in the submiss ion

of the Brit ish bishops to the Pope . As soon as

the Papal authority was firmly establ ished over
Europe , the Roman Cathol ic h ierarchy secured the
services of the builders ’ corporat ions

, and these , un
der the patronage of the Pope and the bishops , were
everywhere engaged as

“ Trave l ing Freemasons ,
”

in the construction of eccles iast ical and regal ed i
fices . Henceforth we find these corporat ions of

builders exerc is ing the i r art in all countr ies , every
where proving by the ident ity of the i r des igns that
they were controlled by un iversal ly accepted pr inci
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ples
,
and showmg in every other way the character

ist ics of a corporat ion or guild .

In England the Fratern it ies of Builders or Free
masons were subject to many adverse diffi cult ies

,

from the repeated invas ions of Scots
,
P icts

,
Danes

and Saxons , which impeded the ir active labors ,

yet were t hey enabled to mainta in the i r existence
according to the oldest manuscr ipt extant

,
unt i l in

the year 926 , they held that General Assembly at

the city of York which framed the const itut ions
that governed the Engl ish Ctaft for e ight hun
dred years . In that manuscr ipt was found the

fol lowing legend
,
which Freemasonry of the pres

ent day accep ts as genuine port ions of authen

t ic h istory . The legend was given by D r . Ander
son in the first Book of Const i tutions in 1 723 ,

and afterwards accepted and publ ished by Will iam
Preston in the fol lowing words : “ Edward ( the
Elde r ) died in 924 and was succeeded by Athel
stane

,

* h is son
,
who appo inted h is brother , Edwin,

:patron of the Masons. This pr ince procured a

charter from Athe lstane
,
empower ing them to meet

annual ly in commun icat ion at York . In th is city
the first Grand Lodge of England was formed in
926 , at which Edwin pres ided as Grand Master .
Here many old writ ings were produced in Greek,
Lat in and other languages

,
from which it is sa id

the Const itut ions of the Engl ish Lodge have been
extracted .

” I t is that code of laws adopted at that
General Assembly in 926 ,

which became the bas is
on which all subsequent Mason i c Const itut ion s
were framed . ( S ee York , in Supplement . )
The call ing of th is Assembly proves that the

Freemasons were previously in activity in the
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auces of the revolut ion , which placed W i l liam I I I .

on the throne and the subsequent warmth
of pol it ical feel ings , gave the Order a wound fatal
to its success . S i r Chr istopher Wren ,

* long act ive
as a Master - bui lder and Grand Master in the re ign
of Queen Anne ( 1702 the last of his roya l
patrons

,
’

had become aged, infirm and inact ive ,

and hence the general assemblies of the Grand
Lodge had ceased to take place. In 1 7 1 5 there were
but four Lodges in the south of England and all

working in the city of London . These Lodges ,
be ing des i rous of reviving the prosper ity of the

Order , determined to un ite themselves under a new

Grand Master
, and revive the commun icat ions and

annual fest ivals of the society. They therefore
“

met at the Apple - tree Tavern” and const ituted
themselves a Grand Lodge , pro tempore, in due

form . They resolved to hold the annual assembly
and feast

, and then to choose a Grand Master from
among themselves . Accordingly on St . John the
Bapt ist ’s day ( June 24) in 17 17, the annual assem
bly and feas t were he ld and M r . Anthony Sayer
was duly proposed and elected Grand Master . A
s tatute was enacted wh ich ent irely changed the

objects of the inst itut ion . From an Operat ive soci
ety it became whol ly Speculat ive in its character .

I t ceased to build material temples , and devoted
itself to the erect ion of a spir itual one . I t retained
the working tools and techn ical terms of art of

the original operat ive inst itution , s imply because
of the rel igious symbol ism which these conveyed .

They became the Freemasons of the present day,

and establ ished on an imper ishable foundat ion that
subl ime inst itut ion wh ich presents all over the hab
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itab le earth the most wonderful Sys tem of re l igious
and moral symbol ism that the world ever saw . The

Grand Lodges of York
.
and of London kept up a

fr iendly intercourse and mutual interchange of

recogn it ion ,
unt i l 1 725 , when dissens ions arose

from encroachment upon terr itory
,
caus ing oppos i

t ion to each other , and in 1735 all fr iendly inter
course ceased . From that t ime the York Masons

cons idered their interests dist inct fromthe Masons

under the Grand Lodge in London . Three years
after

,
in 1 738 , several brethren

,
dissat isfied with

the conduct of the Grand Lodge of England, sece
ded from it

, and held unauthor ized mee t ings for the
purpose of in it iat ion . Taking advantage of the

breach between the Grand Lodges of York and

London
,
they assumed the character of the York

Masons . On the Grand Lodge ’s determinat ion to

pu t str ictly in execut ion the laws aga inst such sece
ders

,
they s t i l l further separated from its jur isd ic

t ion and assumed the appel lat ion of
“Ancient York

Masons .

” They announced that the ancient land
marks were alone preserved by them ;and declar ing
that the regular Lodges had adopted new plans ,
and sanct ioned innovat ions , they branded them with
the name of

“Modern Masons .

”

In 1 739 they es

tablished a new Grand Lodge in London,
under the

name of
“ Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons ,

”

and persever ing in the measures they had adopted,
held commun icat ions and appointed annual feasts .

They were soon after recogn ized by the Masons

of Scotland and Ireland , and were encouraged and

fostered by many of the nobil ity . The two Grand
Lodges cont inued to exist

, and to act in oppos i t ion
to each other , extending their sch isms into other
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countr ies , espec ial ly into Amer ica ,
unt i l the year

1 8 1 3 , when ,
under the Grand Mastership of the

Duke of Sussex for the “Modem s
”

and his brother
,

the Duke of Kent
,
for the

“Ancients
,

” they were
un ited under the t itle of the

“Un i ted Grand Lodge
of England .

”

The
“ Grand Lodge of Al l England”

at York cont inued to work unt i l 1792 ,
when i t final ly

collapsed;
Such is the history of Freemasonry in England

as conceded by all Masons and Mason ic wr iters for
the past two centur ies . I t spread in other countr ies
with more or less act ivity

,
for through the instru

mental ity of the Grand Lodge of England , which
became

,
indeed

, the Mother Lodge of the World ,
Freemasonry was everywhere revived . Lodges on

the Engl ish model
,
which afterwards gave r ise to

the establ ishmen t of Grand Lodges in the i r respec
t ive Countr ies

,
were organ ized in France in 1 727,

in Hol land in 1 73 1 , in Germany in 1 733 and in I taly
in 1 735 . Freemasonry was establ ished in Amer ica
at Boston,

Mass
,
in the year 1733 .

fi t)?

Fratern ity of Bu ilders or Freemasons

of Continental Eu rope .

GERMANY .

I t is un iversal ly admitted that in the early ages
of Christ ian i ty the clergy alone were the patrons
of arts and sciences . This was because all learning
was then almost exclus ively confined to eccles iast ics .

Very few of the lai ty could read or write ; even
kings affixed the S ign of the

.
cross

,
in place of the i r
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s ignatures , to the charters and other documents
which they issued , and from the t ime of Charle
magne

,
in the e ighth century , to the middle of the

twel fth all knowledge and pract ice of arch itecture
,

paint ing and sculpture were exclus ive ly confined to
the monks ; and bishops personal ly super intended
the erect ion of the churches and cathedrals in the i r
dioceses , because not only the principles

,
but the

practice of the art of building, were secrets kep t
within the wal ls of cloisters

,
and we

‘

re unknown to

laymen . Many of the founders of the monast ic
orders made i t a pecul iar duty for the monks* to

devote themse lves to arch itecture and church build
ing . In the year 7 1 6 A . D . the Engl ish monk

,
St .

Bon i face, went into Germanv
1

and organ ized a

special class of monks for the pract ice of building,
under the name of Operar i i , or Craftsmen

, and

Magestr i Operum,
or Masters of the Works . The

labors and duties of these monks were d ivided and

under the same system or organ i zat ion as the

Roman Colleges of Artificers .

2 Some of them de

s igned the plan of the building, others were painters
and sculptors

, and then there were those who were
cal led coementar ii

, or stonemasons
, who performed

the pract ical labors of construct ion . In large build
i ngs

,
where many workmen were required, laymen

were also employed under the ' direct ion of the

monks . Among the laymen who were emplOved in

the monaster ies as ass istants and laborers , many
were possessed of super ior intel l igence . The con

stant and intimate assoc iat ion of these with the

1 S ee page 63 , first paragraph.

2 S ee page 59.
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monks in the prosecution of the same design led to
th is result : that in the process of t ime, gradual ly
and almost unconsc ious ly, the monks imparted to
them the art, secrets and pr inciples of arch itecture .

Then ,
by degrees , the knowledge of the arts and

sciences went fromthese monkish builders out into
the world, and the laymen architects , withdrawing
from the eccles iast ical fraternit ies

, organ ized
brotherhoods of the i r own . These independent
brotherhoods now began to be cal led upon wherever
an important building was to be erected , and event
ually they entire ly superseded the monkish teachers
in the prosecut ion of the art of building. But now
a new class ificat ion took place . The more intelli
gent of the laymen, who had rece ived these secrets
from the monks , were dist inguished as arch itects
from the ordinary laborers , or common masons .

The latter knew on ly the u se of the trowel and mor
tar, while the former were occupied in devis ing
plans for building. These brotherhoods of high
art ists soon won great esteem , and many pr ivi leges
and franch ises were conceded to them by the munic
ipal author it ies among whom they pract iced the i r
profess ion . The i r places of assembly were cal led
Lodges , and the members took the name of Free

masons . The i r patron* sa int was St . John the Bap
tist

, who was honored by them as the mediator
between the old and the new covenants , and the

first martyr of the Chr ist ian rel igion . Such was
the beginning of the brotherhoods of Masons in

Germany.

The most important event in the cult ivat ion and

spread of Mason i c art on the cont inent of Europe
was that which occurred at the citv of Strasburg in
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Germany, when Erwin of Ste inbach
,
the arch i

teet of the cathedral , summoned a great number of
Master - builders out 0; Germany, England and

I taly
,
and in the year 1 275 establ ished a code of

regulat ions and organ ized the fratern ity of Free
masons after the mode which had been adopted
three hundred and fifty years before by the Engl ish
Masons at the city of York .

1 Three grades of

Workmen were recogn i zed—Masters , Fel low
Crafts and Apprent ices ;and words , S igns and grips
were created as modes of recognit ion to be used
by the members of the fratern ity , a part of which
was borrowed from the Engl ish Masons . Final ly,
ceremon ies of in it iat ion were invented

,
which were

of a symbol i c character , and concealed under the i r
symbol ism profound doctr ines of philosophy , re

lig ion and architecture . Lodges were then estab
lished in many of the cit ies of Germany, all of which
fratern ized with each other . They admitted many
eminent persons

,
and espec ial ly eccles iast ics

,
who

were not Operat ive Masons
,
but who gave to them

the i r patronage and protect ion .

2 A Grand Lodge
was establ ished at the ci ty of Strasburg, and Erwin
of Ste inbach was elected the i r pres iding officer , or
Grand Master . These fratern it ies or associat ions
became at once very popular . Many of the poten
tates of Europe conceded to them cons iderable pow
ers of jur isdict ion

,
such as would enable them to

preserve the most r igid system in matters perta in ing
to building

, and would facil itate them in br inging
workmen together at any required po int. They

1 S ee page 64 , first paragraph .

2 Adopted later by the English Fraternities. S ee page 65.
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cont inued to exis t without interruption unt i l 1707,
when a decree of the Imper ia l D iet at Rat isbon d is
solved the connect ion of the Lodges of Germany
with the Grand Lodge of Strasburg, because that
c ity had in 1 687 passed into the power of the French .

The head be ing now los t
,
the subordinate bodies

began rapidly to decl ine
,
and in 1 73 1 , by an imper ial

edict of Charles I .
,
nearly all the Lodges in Germany

were dissolved , and lost s ight of unt i l the restora

t ion of the Order in the e ighteenth century, through
the English Fratern i ty .

FRANCE .

In the beginn ing of the tenth century a Fratern i ty
of Arch itects was founded in France , and was s im

i lat to that of the i r German brethren . Originat ing
l ike them

,
from the cloisters

, and from the employ
ment of laymen by the monkish arch itects, the con

nection between the Masons of France and the

Roman Colleges of Artificers was more intimate
and direct than that of the Germans

,
because of the

early and very general occupat ion of Gaul by the
Roman legions ; but the French organ izat ions did
not mater ial ly differ from the Germans . Protected
by popes and pr inces , the Masons were engaged
under eccles iast ical patronage in the cons truction of

rel igious edifices . The pr inc ipa l seat of the French
Fratern i ty was at Como

, a city of Lombardy, from
where the Lodges were dissem inated over the k ing
dom

, and who passed from country to country and

from city to c ity under the name of
“ Travel ing

Freemasons .

”

In the beginn ing of the s ixteenth
century the necess i ty for their employment in fur
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Conc lu sion

Freemasonry presents itself under two different
aspects : First , as a secret society dist inguished
by a pecul iar r itual ;and secondly, as a society hav

ing a philosophy on which it is founded , and which
i t proposes to teach to its disc iples . These by way
of dist inct ion may be cal led the r itual ist ic and philo

sophical elements of Freemasonry .

The ri tualis tic element of Freemasonry is that
wh ich

'

relates to the due performance of the r ites

and ceremon ies of the Order . I t be longs ent ire ly
to the inner organ izat ion of the Inst itut ion ,

or to

the manner in which its services shal l be conducted ,
and is in terest ing or important on ly to its own

members .

The phi losophical element of Freemasonry is one
of much impor tance . For i t

,
and through it , the

Inst itut ion is ent itled to the respect , and even ven

eration
, of all good men

,
and is wel l worth the care

ful cons iderat ion of scholars .

This Socie ty
,
or Confratern ity as i t might more

appropr iate ly be called
,
is dis t inguished from all

other associat ions by the possess ion of certa in sym

bols , myths , and above all else
, a Golden Legend

all of which are directed to the pur ificat ion of the

heart , to the elevat ion of the mind , to the develop
ment of the great doctr ine of immortal ity .

But whence came these symbols
,
myths

i

and leg
ends ? W ho invented them ? How and why have
they been preserved ? Looking back into the re

motest days of recorded h istory
, we find a pr iest

hood on the banks of the N i le
,
thousands of years

before the l ight of Chr is t ian ity dawned upon the

world , teaching the existence in a future l i fe by

74



FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

symbols and legends , which convey the lesson in a

pecul iar mode . And now , after thousands of years
have elapsed , we find the same symbol ic and legend
ary method of instruct ion for the same purpose
preserved in the depos itory of what is compara
t ively a modern inst itut ion . And between these
two extremes of the long pas t and the presen t now ,

we find the in terven ing period occupied by S imilar
associat ions , succeeding each other from t ime to

t ime , and Spread ing otter di fferent coun tr ies ; but
a ll engaged in the same symbol i c instruct ion

,
with

substant ially the same symbols and the same myth~

ica l h istory . During th is interven ing per iod
,
we

find that the bui lding corporat ions of the M iddle
Ages—coming from the Roman Col leges of Arch i
tects

, as in England ,1 in France ,’ in I taly,3 and in

Germany ,
" from the clo istered brotherhood of

monks— devoted themselves principal ly to the con

s truct ion of rel igious edifices . They cons is ted
ma inly of arch itects and skill ful operat ives

,
con

trol led by the highes t principles of the i r art . They
were in possess ion of important profess iona l se

erets
,
were actuated by deep sent iments of rel igious

devot ion
,
and un ited wi th themselves in the i r la

bors men of learn ing
,
wealth and influence .

5 They
assumed from the very firs t the name of Free - Ma

sons .

6 Subsequent ly ,
in the beginn ing of the e igh t

eenth century
,
they threw off the operat ive elemen t

of the i r in st i tut ion ,
and adopt ing an ent i rely specu

lat ive character , they became the F reemasons of

the presen t day . The bes t au thor i t ies of to - day ad

vance the theory that “ Freemasonry is the succes

1 S ee page 62 .

4 S ee page 68 .

2 S ee page 72 .

5 S ee pages 65 and 7 1 .

3 S ee page 73 .

8 S ee pages 6 1 and 70 .
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sor , with certa inty, of the Bui lding Corporations

of the M iddle Ages , and through them
,
w ith less

certa inty
,
but with great probabi l ity

,
of the Roman

Colleges of Ar tificers . Its connect ion with the

Temple of S olomon as i ts birthplace may have been
accidental—a mere arbitrary select ion by its invent
ors

,
and bears

,
therefore, only .an al legor ical mean

ing ; or i t may be histor ical . ” A S a brotherhood ,
composed of Symbol i c Masters and Fel lows and

Apprent i ces
,
der ived from an associat ion of Opera

t ive Masters
,
Fel lows and Apprent ices—those build

ing spir i tual temples as those bui lt mater ial ones
i ts age may not far exceed s ix hundred

1

years ; but
as a secret associat ion ,

con tain ing within i tse l f the
symbol i c expre ss ion o f a rel igious idea

,
i t connects

i tsel f with all the ancient Al ys teries , which with
S imilar secrecy gave the same symbol i c express ion
to the same re l igious idea . These Myster ies were
not the cradle of Freemasonry ; they were only its
analogues . In all places where these ancient re

l ig ious and myst ical r ites were celebrated , we find
the same lesson of eternal l i fe

,
taught by a legend

and inculcated by the representat ion of an imagi
nary death and the resurrect ion of some cher ished
be ing

,
e i ther the obj ect of esteem as a hero ,

or of

devot ion as a god . And i t is th is legend alone , that
connects speculat ive Freemasonry with the ancient
Myster ies of Greece

,
of Syria and of Egypt .

There is no doubt that all Myster ies had one com
mon source ; and no doub t Freemasonry has de
r ived its legend

,
its symbol i c mode of instruct ion ,

and the lesson for which that instruct ion was in

tended , e i ther directly or indirectly , from the same

1 S ee page 70,
last paragraph .
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source . And
,
i f we would respect the axioms of h is

torical science, we must say that the body came out

o f the M iddle Ages , bu that its spiri t is to be traced
to a far remoter per io
The analogy of the legends of the ancient Mys

teries and that of the present form of Freemasonry
must at once be apparent , and the best h istor ians of
the day,

o even wi thout documentary evidence
,
view

the Temple of Jerusalem and the Mason ic Tradi t ions
connected with it as a part of the great al legory of
M asonry .

The Mason ic Organ izat ion has been moulded
into form closely connected with all the events and

character ist ics of the Solomon ic temple , so that
now almo st all the symbol ism of Freemasonry rests
upon or is der ived from the

“ House of the Lord”

at Jerusalem . S O closely are the two connected
that to attempt to separate the one from the other
would be fatal to the further existence of F reema

s onry. Each lodge is and must be a symbol of the
Jewish temple

,
each Master in the chai r a repre

sentat ive of the Jewi sh king , and everv -Mason a

personat ion of the Jewish workman .

NOTE—If the reader wi l l review these subjects in the order

n amed and pages given below,
he wi l l find that there are sufh

c ient grounds for the above conclusion of the origin , growth
and present form of Freemasonry as traced through the Ancient
Mysteries , Bui lding of King Solomon ’

s Temple, Roman Col leges
o f Art ificers

, Bu ild ing Corporations of the M iddle Ages , and

the adoption of Speculative Masonry or present form of Free
masonry.

The commencement of each subj ect wi l l be designated by a

sti r fl , ending with fink
Ancient Mysteries

,
pages 4 and 1 2.

Bu i lding of King Solomon ’

s Temple , pages 4 1 and 57.

Rbtnan Col leges of Artificers , page 59.

Build ing Corporations of the M iddle Ages, page 62.

S peculative Masonry, page 65 .
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Revival

The organizat ion of that important body, the
Grand Lodge of England , which took place in the

c ity of London in the year 1 7 1 7, has been always
known in Mason i c h istory as the

“ Reviva l of Ma

sou ry .

”

Anderson ,
in his firs t edit ion of the

“ Book
of Const itut ions ,

” con ta in ing the H istory, Ancient
Charges and Regulat ions for the use of Lodges ,
which was adopted by the Grand Lodge and pub
lished in 1 723 , speaks of the brethren having re

vived the drooping Lodges of London ;bu t he makes
no other reference to the transact ion . In h is sec

ond edit ion
,
publ ished in 1 738, he is more diffuse ,

and the account there given is the on ly author ity
we possess of the organ i zat ion made in 1 7 1 7 . Pres
ton and all subsequent writers have of course de
r ived the i r author ity from Anderson .

Degrees

The word degree, in its pr imit ive meaning, s ig
n ifies a s tep. The degrees of Freemasonry are then
the steps by which the candidate ascends from a

lower to a higher condit ion of knowledge . I t is now
the opin ion of the best scholars , that the divis ion of

the Mason i c system into degrees was the work of

the revival ists of the beginn ing of the e ighteenth
century ; that before that per iod there was but one
degree , or rather one common plat form of r itual
ism ; and that the div is ion into Masters

,
Fe l lows ,

and Apprent ices was s imply a divis ion or gradat ion
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of ranks , there be ing but one form of in i t iat ion and

one catechism for all. The earl ies t r i tual extant
,

which is conta ined in thb Grand Mystery
,
publ ished

in 1 725 , makes no reference to any degrees , but
gives on ly what was the common in it iat ion in use

about that t ime . The divis ion of the Mason ic sys
tem into three degrees

,
Dr . Mackey says ,

“must have
grown up a fter the revival in 1 7 17, but in so grad
ual and impercept ible a manner that i t was imposs i
ble to fix the precise date of the introduct ion of

each degree . From the old records
,
it appears to

have been abou t 1 72 1 that the three degrees were
introduced

,
but the second and th ird were not per

fected unt i l 1 738 . Even as late as 1 735 the Entered
Apprent ice degree conta ined the most prominen t
form of in it iat ion

,
and he who was an apprent ice

was , for all pract ica l purposes , a Freemason . I t
was not unt i l repeated improvements , by the adop
t ion of new ceremon ies and new regulat ions

,
that

the degree of Master Mason took the place which
it now occupies ; having been confined at first to
those who had passed the cha i r .

” But there is um

questionab le
'

evidence that the modes of recogn it ion ,

the method '

of government
,
the legends , and much

of the ceremon ial of in it iation ,
were in existence

among the Operat ive Masons of the M iddle Ages ,
and were transmitted to the Speculat ive Masons

of the e ighteenth century . The work of Anderson
,

of Desaguliers , and the i r contemporar ies
,
was to

improve and to enlarge
,
but not to invent .

’

The

Mason ic sys tem of the present day has been the

result of a slow but steady growth , j us t as the ear

l iest author ized lectures , arranged by Anderson and

Desaguliers in 1 720 ,
were subsequen t ly modified
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and en larged by the Success ive labors of Clare
,
of

Dunckerley,
of Pres ton and of Hemming. D id An

derson and Desagu liers submit the S imple ceremo

n ial which they found at the reorgan izat ion of the

Grand Lodge in 1 7 1 7 , to a s imilar mod ification and

en largement ?

R itual

The mode of open ing and clos ing a Lodge
,
of

con ferr ing the degrees
,
of instal lat ion and other

duties
,
const i tutes a sys tem of ceremon ies which

are cal led the R i tual . Much of th is R itual is eso

teric , and ,
not be ing permitted to be committed to

wri t ing
,
is commun icated on ly by oral instruct ion .

In each Mason ic j ur isdict ion i t is required by the
super intending author ity , that the r itual shal l be
the same ;bu t i t differs more or less in the different
R ites and j ur isdict ions . This

,
however

,
does not

affect the un iversal ity of Masonry . The r itua l is
on ly the external and extr ins i c form . The doctr ine
of Freemasonry is everywhere the same . But while
the ceremon ies , or r itual

,
have var ied at diff erent

per iods
,

and st i l l vary in different countr ies
,

the science and philosophy
,
the symbol ism and

the rel igion of F reemasonrv con t inue , and will con
t inue to be the same wherever true Masonry is prac
t iced .
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invent ion of what are known as the high degrees
,

many R ites were establ ished . A l l of
.these agreed

in one important essent ial . They were built upon
the three symbol i c degrees

,
which

,
in every in

stance, const ituted the fundamental bas is upon
which they were erected . They were

.

intended as

an expans ion and development of the Masonic
ideas conta ined in these degrees . The Apprent ice

,

Fel low Craft
,

and Master ’s degrees were the

porch through which every in itiate ~was required
to pass before he could ga in entrance into the

inner temple which had been erected by the

founders of the r ite . They were the text
, and the

high degrees the commentary. Some of these
R ites have l ived on ly with thei r authors , and died
when the i r parental energy in foster ing them
ceased to exert itsel f . The most important of

those which have h itherto or st i l l cont inue to ar

rest the attent ion of the Mason ic s tudent is the

Scott ish R ite . This R i te cons ists of th irty - three
degrees

,
and sprung from the R i te of Perfect ion,

which cons isted of twenty - five degrees , the high
est of which was “ Subl ime Pr ince of the Royal
Secret . ” The R i te of Perfect ion was created by
the

“ Counci l of Emperors of the East and West
,

”

a body organ i zed at Par is , in 1 758 . The Scott ish
R ite

,
although one of the youngest of the Mason ic

R ites , is at th is day the most popular and the most
extens ively diffused . Supreme Councils of gov

ern ing bodies of the R ite are to be found in almost
every civi l ized country of the world , and in many
of them i t is the on ly Mason i c obedience .

1

I t would
be imposs ible to name all the r ites of Mason ic
or igin ; suffice i t to say,

that all were founded
subsequent to the revival of Masonry in 17 17 .

1 Mackey’s Encyclopaed ia .
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The Amer ican Modificat ion of the Mason ic sys
tem or York R ite , which may with propr iety be
called the Amer ican Ri te , is divided into three sec

t ions
, each sect ion be ing under an appropriate ju

r isdiction , and are as fol lows :
I . Symbol ic Degrees—The first three degrees

of Freemasonry, name ly, those of En tered Appren
t ice

,
Fel low Craft

, and Master Mason
,
are known

,

by way of dist inct ion , as the
“

symbol ic degrees .

”

The term “

symbol ic” is exclus ively confined to

the degrees conferred in a Lodge of the three
primit ive degrees

,
which Lodge

,
therefore

,
whether

opened on the firs t
,
the second , or the th ird degree ,

is always referred to as a
“

symbol ic Lodge .

”

In th is
country the degrees are conferred under the charter
of State Grand Lodges . Symbol ism is the preva i l
ing character ist ic of these primit ive degrees ;and i t
is because all the science and philosophy and rel ig
ion of Ancient Craft Masonry is thus concealed
from the profane but unfolded to the in i t iates in
symbols

,
that the first three degrees which comprise

i t are sa id to be symbol ic . Noth ing of this kind is
to be found in the degrees above and beyond the
third , i f we except the Royal Arch

,
which was un

natural ly torn from the Master ’s degree
, of which

it
,
as every Mason ic student knows

,
const ituted the

complemen t and consummat ion .

I I . Capitular Degrees—The degrees conferred
under the charter of an Amer ican Royal Arch
Chapter

,
which are Mark Master

,
Past Master ,

Most Exce l lent Master
, and Royal Arch Mason .

The capitular degrees are almost altogether founded
on and composed of a ser ies of events in Mason ic
h istory

,
and as the informat ion intended to be com
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mun icated in these degrees is of an histor ical char
acter , there can of course be but l it t le room for sym

bols or for rsymbolic ins truct ion . These remarks
re fer exclus ive ly to the Mark and Most .Exce llent

Mas ter ’ s degree
,
but are not so appl icable to the

Roya l Arch
,
which is eminent ly symbol ic . The le

gends of the second Temple
,
and the lost word

,
the

pecul iar legends of that degree
,
are among the most

prominen t symbols of the Mason i c system .

I II . Crypt ic Degrees—The degrees conferred
under the charter of an American Counci l of

Royal and Se lect Masters
,
which are the Royal

Master and Se lect Master . Some modern r i tual ists
have added to the l ist the degree of Super - Exce llent
Mas ter ; but th is , although often con ferred in a

Crypt ic Counci l
,
is not real ly a Cryp t ic degree

,
s ince

its legend has no connect ion with the Crypt or secret
vault .
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Mason ic h is tor ians have found much difficulty in
set tl ing the quest ion as to the t ime of the invent ion
and compos it ion of the degree . The theory that
at the bui lding of the temple of Jerusalem the

Craft were divided into three or even more
degrees

,
be ing on ly a symbol i c myth , must be

discarded in any his tor ica l d iscuss ion of the

subject . The real quest ion at issue is
,
whether the

Master Mason ’s degree
,
as a degree , was in exist

ence among the operat ive Freemasons before the

e igh teenth century
,
or whether we owe i t to the

Revival is ts of 1 7 1 7, and documentary evidence is

yet wan t ing to sett le the prec ise t ime of its compo
s ition

,
as we now have i t . I t was or iginal ly cal led

the summit of Ancient Craft Masonry . But under
the present organ i zat ion the degree is actual ly in
comple te

,
because it needs a complement that is only

to be suppl ied in a higher one . Hence its symbol
i sni is necessar i ly restr icted

,
in its mutilated form ,

to the first temple and the present l i fe , a lthough it
gives assurance of a future one . ( S ee Reviva l and
Degree s

,
page

The whole system of Craft Masonry is intended
to present the symbol ic idea of man pass ing through
the pi lgrimage of l i fe . The Entered Apprent ice
Mason is taught those e lementary instruct ions
which are to fit h im for fur ther advancement in h is
profe ss ion , j ust as the youth is suppl ied with that
rudimentary educat ion which is to prepare him for

the act ive duties of l i fe ; as a Fel low Craft he is
d irected to cont inue h is invest igat ions in the sc i

ence of the ins t i tut ion and to labor di l igently in the
tasks i t prescr ibes , just as the man is required to
enlarge his mind by the acquis it ion of new ideas ,
and to extend h is usefulness to h is fe l low - creatures
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but as a Master Mason he is taught the last , the
most important , and the most necessary of truths

,

that having been fa ithful to all his trusts
,
he is at

last to d ie , and to rece iveThe reward of his fide l ity .

I t was the s ingle object of all the ancient r ites and

myster ies , pract iced in the very bosom of pagan
darkness , shining as a sol i tary beacon to all that
surrounding gloom

, and cheer ing the philosopher
in his weary pilgrimage of l i fe, to teach the immor
tal ity of the soul . This is st i l l the great design of

the Third Degree of Masonry .

Capi tular Degre e s .

MARK MASTER .

~Mark Master is the fourth degree of the Ameri
can r ite . The trad i t ions of the degree make i t
of great h istor ical importance, as we are informed
that at the bui lding of the temple each Operat ive
Mason was dist inguished by his mark, and the d is

order and confus ion that might otherwise have at

tended so immense an undertaking was complete ly
prevented . Not less useful is it in its symbol ical
s ign ificat ion; I t teaches us that we should dis
charge all the duties of our several stat ions with
precis ion and punctual ity ; that the work of our

hands and the thoughts of our hearts should be
good and true, not s inful and defect ive , not unfin
ished and imperfect , but such as the Great Over
seer and Judge of heaven and earth w il l see fit to
approve as a worthy oblat ion from his creatures .

I t holds forth to the desponding the encouraging
thought that although our mot ives may somet imes
be mis inte rpreted by our err ing fel low - mortals

,

our attainments be underrated and our reputations
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be traduced by the envious and the mal ic ious
,
there

is One , at least , who sees not with the eyes of men
,

but may yet make the s tone which the builders
rejected the head of the corner

PAST MASTER .

The conferr ing of this degree
,
which has no h is

tor ical connection with the rest of the degrees in
a chapter , ar ises from the fol lowing circumstances .

Or iginal ly
,
when Chapters of Roya l Arch Masonry

were under the government of Lodges , in wh ich the
degree was there always conferred , i t was part of
the Regulat ions that no one could rece ive the Royal
Arch degree

'

unless he had previous ly pres ided in
the Lodge as Master . When the Chapters became
independent the regulat ion could not be abol ished ,
for that would have been an innovat ion . The diffi

culty has therefore been obviated by making every
candidate for the degree of Royal Arch a Past Mas

ter before h is exaltat ion .

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER.

Most Excel lent Master , the S ixth degree in the

Amer ican r ite. Its h is tory refers to the dedicat ion of

the temple of K ing Solomon
, who is represented

by its pres iding officer under the t itle of Most Ex
cellent . I t is pecul iarly Amer ican

,
be ing pract iced

in no other country . I t was the invent ion of Webb
,

who organ i zed the Capitular system of Masonry
as it exists in th i s country

,
and establ ished the sys

tem of lectures which is the foundat ion of all subse
quent systems taught in Amer ica.
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sons ,
”

the Royal Arch must have ocen introduced
at the t ime of the i r const itut ion . The government
of the degree was for a long time under the Mas

ter ’s Lodges , and many years e lapsed before i t was
placed under the control of dist inct bodies called
Grand Chapters . In Amer ica the first Grand
Chapter was formed in the year 1 798 . The true
symbol isni of the Royal Arch system is founded
on the d iscovery of the

“ Lost Word .

” That word
is

,
in Masonry

,
the symbol of TRUTH . . This truth

,

which Masonry makes the great obj ect of its ih
vest igat ions , is not the mere truth of science or the

truth of history
,
bu t i t is the more important truth

which is synonymous with the knowledge of the

nature of God ,
that truth which is embraced in the

sacred omn ific name
,
including in its sign ificat ion

His eternal present
,
past and future exis tence

,
and

to which He himsel f al luded when He declared to
Moses

,

“ I appeared unto Abraham ,
unto Isaac ,

and unto Jacob by the name of God Almighty ;
but by my name Jehovah was I not known unto
them .

”

The discovery of the truth is
,
then

,
the

essent ial symbol ism of the Royal Arch degree .

Captivity .

The histor ical connect ion between the building
and dedicat ion of the firs t temple

,
as found in the

Master ’s and Most Excel lent degrees , its destruc
t ion

, and that subsequent part which smybol izes

the bui lding of the second
,
there is an interval

‘

in the ceremon ials of the Royal Arch degree .

This interval repre sents the t ime passed in the
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capt ivity of the Jews at Babylon . In 626 B . C.

the empire and city of Babylon
”

was conquered
by NabOpolassar , a trgi sted Assyr ian general of
K ing S arsacus of Assyr ia . He was born of

a nomadic race and h is home was in the Cau

cas ian mounta ins . He turned tra i tor after be
coming V iceroy of Babylon

,
and jo ined forces

with Cyaxares , king of Media,and overthrew the

Assyrians . The empire was broken up and each
of the con federates took his al lotted port ion . As

syr ia proper fe l l to the Medes
,
and NabOpolassar

rece ived the kingdom of Babylon
,
to which were

annexed Sus iana on the east , and the val ley of the

Euphrates and the whole of Syr ia on the west .
In the year 6 10 B . C . Pharaoh Necho of Egypt
invades Syr ia and captures Jerusalem

, and makes
Jehoiakim king of Judah . NabOpolassar , a larmed
by the loss of Syr ia

,
de termines to recover what

Necho has taken from him . After the army was

ra ised and equipped
,
however

,
the aged king found

himsel f unable to conduct the expedit ion
, and so

the command was given to his son Nebuchadnez

zar . The prince pu shed boldly into upper Syria ,

where the Egyp t ians had es tabl ished themselves
in full force to hold the country , and completely
routed them . Every ves t ige of Egyptian res is tance
melted away . Proceed ing towards the wes t

,
he

paused for a short t ime in Palest ine , where he re

ce ived the submiss ion ofJehoiakim, whom Pharaoh
Necho had set up , and then con t inued h is tr iumph
ant course to the gateway of Egypt . It was

dur ing this expedit ion, in the year 606 B . C. ,
that

Dan ie l and h is fr iends were made capt ives at Jeru
salem and taken to Babylon , with many of the
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sacred vessels . And from this date the pr incipa l
computat ion of the seventy years of capt ivity
begins .

Nebuchadnezzar while at the gateway of Egypt
rece ives news of his father ’s death , and , without
de lay

,
he

,
fearing that some r iva l might usurp the

throne of Babylon,
gave orders for h is army to

retrace its course into upper Syr ia, and himsel f,
with a detachment , made all speed by the nearest
route across the desert to the capital . Upon h is
arr ival he was given a tr iumphant reception ,

and

was peacefully establ ished on the throne of the

empire . H is acces s ion ,
in 604 B . C. , marks the era

of Babylon ian greatnes s
,
before whose victor ious

armies many nat ions fe l l . At t imes insurrect ions
would break forth . Among the firs t and most im
portant was the revol t of Tyre , the ch ief c ity of

the Phoen ic ians . Abou t the same t ime Jehoiakim ,

king of Judah—doubt less cal l ing to mind that he
owed h is own sovere ignty to Pharaoh Necho

,
the

r ival king of Babylon
, and bel ieving that the Egyp

t ians would come to h is a id—revol ted and took up
arms . It was to pun ish these Phcen ic ians and Jew
ish rebe ls that Nebuchadnezzar undertook the firs t
great campa ign after h is access ion . He invested
Tyre , but that strong ci ty proved for a long t ime
impregnable . S o the king

,
without des ist ing from

the s iege , divided h is forces and wi th one divis ion
proceeded aga ins t Jerusalem . To the last moment
Jeho iakim rel ied upon the Egyptians to come to

h is a id
, but the Pharaoh held aloof , and Jehoiakim

was left to h is fate . He made h is submiss ion to

Nebuchadnezzar , who del iberately put h im to death ,
and he was

“

bur ied with the bur ial of an ass, drawn
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nat ion of the s iege
,
but was pursued, captured, and .

carr ied to the headquarters of Nebuchadnezzar
,

who was then at Riblah,* where, having firs t been
compel led to behold the s laughter of his ch ildren ,

his eyes were put out, and he was conducted in
cha ins to Babylon . On the arr ival of the capt ives

CAPTIVE J EW S LED INTO BABYLON IA.

at Babylon they do not appear to have been sub

jected to the extreme r igors of Slavery. They were
dis tr ibuted into the var ious part of the empire , some
rema in ing in the city , while others were sent into
the provinces . They were permitted to retain the i r
personal property and even to purchase lands and

erect houses . Their civi l and rel igious government
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was not utterly destroyed, for they kept up a regular
success ion of kings and high pr iests . Some of the

pr incipal capt ives were advanced to offices of dig
mi ty and power in the royal palace, and were per
mitted to share in the councils of state.

Jeho iach in , who was the firs t king of Judea car

r ied captive to Babylon , was succeeded by his son

Sheal t iel , and he by his son Zerubbabel , who was
the head of the captiv ity or nominal pr ince of Judea
at the close of the capt iv ity. Jehosadek was the

high pr iest carr ied by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon ,
where he died dur ing the capt iv ity and was suc

ceeded by h is e ldes t son ,
Joshua.

Babylon the Great , as the prophet Dan iel cal ls i t ,
was s ituated 475 miles in a nearly easterly direct ion
from Jerusalem . I t stood in the midst of a large
and fert i le pla in on each S ide of the r iver Euphra
tes

,
which ran through it from north to south

,
the

or iginal foundat ion of which was Babel . Babe l
was also

’

the name of a lofty tower , which the de
scendants of Noah began to build, among whom
N imrod was a leader , about one hundred and twenty
years after the flood

,
so cal led because God there

confounded the language of those who were em

ployed in the undertaking (Gen . x . 10 ;xi . The ir
object in building the city and tower was to con

centrate the populat ion and the dom in ion at that
spot ; and as th is was contrary to the divine pur
pose of replen ishing the earth with inhabitants

,
and

betrayed an ungodly and perhaps idolatrous dispo
s ition

, God frustrated the i r des igns by miraculous ly
giving to diff erent port ions of the people different
languages or different modes of pronunciat ion and

divergent dialects of the or iginal language of man,

95



FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

thus caus ing them to disperse over the globe

(Acts i i . I - I I ) . The tower was apparently left
incomplete

,
but '

the foundat ion of the c ity was

probably la id, and a port ion no doubt of the

builders cont inued to dwe l l there . The , place
became afterwards the ce lebrated city of Bay

ylon . I t has been supposed that the Tower of

BABYLON.

Babel was afterwards fin ished and called the Tower
of Belus within the city of Babylon . Herodotus
vis ited this tower , and descr ibes it as a square pyra
mid , measuring hal f a m i le in c ircumference at

the base ; from this rose e ight towers
,
one above

another , gradual ly decreas ing to the summit
,
which

was reached by a broad road winding up around
the outs ide . This tower was used for astronomical
purposes , but was ch iefly devoted to the worship
of Bel

, whose temple contained immense treasures ,
96
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to Babylon ,
he also took Tyre and conquered Egypt ,

and became without doubt the most powerful mon

arch of his t ime . He promoted the Hebrew prophet
Dan iel to the second place in the kingdom . He died
in 562 B . C. , and was succeeded by h is son

,
Evi l

Merodach
,
who re igned on ly two years . ( For an

account of Nebuchadnezzar ’ s character , h is marvel
ous experience , h is loss of reason

, and h is restora

t ion
,
the reader is referred to the Book of Dan iel . )

Nabonad iu s ascended the throne in 555 B . C. , as

the s ixth king in the l ine of Nabopolassar , and ap

pears to have shared the royal power with h is son

whose mother was the daughter of

Nebuchadnezzar .

The locat ion of Babylon gave her to a great ex
tent the control of the traffic

,
by the Euphrates and

by caravan s
,
between centra l As ia and Arabia and

Egypt ;and into her lap flowed , e ither through con

quest Or commerce
,
the wealth of almos t all known

lands . In consequence of the opulence and luxury
of the inhabi tants

,
corruptness and l i cent iousness

of manners and morals were carr ied to a fr ightful
extreme .

Termination of the Captivity.

In the year 538 B . C .
,
Cyrus

,
king of Pers ia, a

great conqueror
, who had reduced nearly all As ia;

crossed the Euphrates and la id S iege to Babylon ,
which he took after two years by divert ing the

course of the r iver Euphrates from its channe l by
digging a canal

,
which ran west of the city , and car

r ied off the superfluous water of the Euphrates into
Lake N itocris

,
which bv this means was rendered
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soshal low that h is soldiers were able to penetrate
along its bed into the city . He made his success ful
assault on a n ight when t he whole city , relying on

the s trength of the wal ls
,
had given themse lves up

CYRUS THE GREAT.

to the r iot and debauchery of a grand fest ival and
the king and h is nobles were reve l ing at a splend id
enterta inment . Pr ince Be lshazzar and his nobles
were s la in at the i r banquet

, and the dawn found the
victor ious Pers ians in complete possess ion of the

city. Nabonadius , the Babylonian king, was at Bor
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s ippa with par t of h is army , where he surrendered
to Cyrus under honorable terms , Cyrus bestowing
on the dethroned king the governorship of the

province of Carman ia . Cyrus const i tutes his uncle
“ Dar ius the Med ian ” * king of Babylon

,
who

re igned two years t i l l the t ime of h is death. Dur ing

CAPTURE OF BABYLON.

h is re ign Dan iel was cas t into the l ions ’ den (Dan .

In 536 B . C.
,
Cyrus succeeded to the whole

empire , and in the first year of h is re ign the Jewish
capt iv i ty terminated . Cyrus

,
from his conversa

t ions wi th Dan iel and other Jewish capt ives o f

learn ing and piety , as wel l as from the perusal of
the i r sacred books

,
more espec ial ly the prophecies

of I saiah , had become imbued with a knowledge of

100



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

babel
,
however

,
repulsed the enemy with such ardor

as to ensure a s ignal v ictory, mos t of the Assyr ians
having been s lain in the battle or drowned in the i r
attempt to cross the r iver in the i r retreat . The

remainder of the journey was un interrupted , and

a fter a march of four months
,
which took them

through the ruins of Rabbah* and old or

Palmyra of the desert
,
and the ruins of Damascus

,

*

Zerubbabe l arr ived at Jerusalem with h is fol low
ers in the month of

'

June , 535 B . C .

Dur ing the i r capt iv ity the Jews cont inued to
pract ice the r i tes of Mansonrv, and es tabl i shed , at
var ious places

,
regular Lodges in Chaldea .

>l< Ac

cord ing to the Rabbin ical tradit ions , they ins t i
tuted the i r myst i c fratern i ty at Naharda . on the

Euphrates
,
and Zerubbabe l carr ied wi th h im to

Jerusalem all the secret knowledge which was the

property of that inst itut ion , and establ ished a s im

i lar fratern i ty in Judea. This co incides with and

gives addi t ional s trength to the tradi t ions of the

Royal Arch degree . As soon as the pious pilgr ims
had arr ived at Jerusalem and taken a needful rest
of seven days

, a tabernacle for the temporary pur
poses of divine worship was erected near the ruins
of the ancient temple

,
and a counci l was cal led , in

which Zerubbabe l pres ided as king, Jeshua as high
priest , and Hagga i as scr ibe

,
or pr incipal officer

of state . I t was there determined to commence the
building of the second temple upon the same holy
spot which had been occupied by the first

, and the

people contr ibuted nearly a quarter of a mill ion
of dol lars toward paying the expenses .

Scarcely had the workmen wel l commenced their
labors when they were interrupted by the Samari
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tans
,
who made appl icat ion to be permitted to un ite

wi th them in the cons truct ion of the temple . But

the Jews , who looked upon them as idolaters , re

fused to accep t the i r sef'vices . The Samar i tans in
consequence became bi t ter, enemies and so pre

va i led, by misrepresentat ions , with the min isters of

REBUILDINO J ERUSALEM .

Cyrus
,
as to cause them to pu t such obstruct ions in

the way of con struct ion of the edifice as to ser ious ly
impede its progress for several years . ( S ee Cyrus ,
in Supplement . )
In the seven th year after the restorat ion of the

Jews
,
Cyrus

,
the i r fr iend and benefactor

,
died ( 530

B . and was succeeded by his son Cambyses

(Ahasuerus ) , who , after a re ign of e igh t years
,

.died
in Syria . Smerd is

,
called in Scr ipture Artaxerxes ,

then usurped the thron e of Pers ia . and forbade the
Jews to proceed wi th the work, and the temple re
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ma ined in an unfinished s tate unt i l h is death
, and

the success ion of Dar ius to the throne ( 52 1 B . Q ) .

As in early l ife there had been a great int imacy be
tween th is sovere ign and Zerubbabel

,
the latter pro

ceeded to Babylon and obta ined permiss ion from the

monarch to resume the labor . Zerubbabel returned
to Jerusalem , and notwithstanding some further de
lays consequent upon the enmity of the neighbor ing
nat ions

,
the second temple

, or , as i t may be cal led
by way of dist inct ion from the first

,
the Temple

of Zerubbabe l
, was completed in the s ixth year of

the re ign of Dar ius , 5 1 5 B . C. ,
j ust twenty years

after its commencement . I t was then dedicated
with all the solemn i t ies that accompanied the dedi
cat ion of the firs t . ( S ee D ar ius

,
king of Pers ia

,

in Supplement . )
Zerubbabe l was of the royal race of David

,
and

cal led “ Sheshbazzar the pr ince of Judah .

”

He was

born in Babylon
,
as h is name imports

,
but nothing

further than what has been said is known of h is

history except that from him both Joseph and Mary
descended .

The general plan of th is second temple was s im

ilar to
’

that of the first
,
but it exceeded it in almos t

every dimens ion by one - th ird . The decorations of

gold and other ornaments in the first temple must
have far surpassed those bestowed upon the second ,

for we are told by Josephus (Ant iq . xi . 4 ) that
“

the

pr iests and Levites and elders of famil ies were dis
consolate at see ing how much more sumptuous the
old temple was than the one which , on account of
the i r poverty

,
they had just been able to erect .” ( S ee

Jerusalem
,
in Supplement . )
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have met for consultat ion wi th h is two col leagues
dur ing the construct ion of the Temple . Candidates
who rece ive this degree are sa id to be

“ honored
with the degree of Royal Master .

”

From the legendary h istory and the symbol ism
of the degree , we find that , br ief and Simple as are

the ceremon ies
,
they presen t the great Mason ic idea

of the laborer seeking for h is reward . Through
ou t all the symbol ism of Masonry

,
from the firs t

to the las t degree , the search for the W ORD has

been cons idered bu t as a symbol ic express ion for

the search after TRUTH . The atta inment of th is
truth has always been acknowledged to be the great
obj ect and des ign of all Mason ic labor . D iv ine
truth— the knowledge of God—concealed in the old

Kabal i s t ic doctr ine , under the symbol of H is in
effable name

,
and typified in the Mason ic sys

tem under the mys t ical express ion of the True
Wo rd , is the reward proposed to every Mason who

has fa ithfully wrought h is task . I t is
,
in short

,
the

“ Master ’s wages .

”

SELECT MASTER.

The n inth degree in the Amer ican R ite and the

second of the degrees conferred in a Counci l of
Royal and Se lect Mas ters . A Counc i l is supposed
to cons i s t of ne ither more nor less than twenty
seven : but a smal ler number

,
i f not les s than n ine

,

is competen t to proceed to work or bus iness . The

cand idate , when in i t iated,
is sa id to be “ chosen as

a Select Master .

”

The his tor ical object of the de
gree is to commemorate the depos i t o f an important
secre t or treasure which

,
after the pre l iminary prep

arat ion ,
is said to have been made by H i ram Abif .

The place of meet ing represents a secret vault be
neath the Temple .
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SUPER EXCELLENT MASTER

A degree which was original ly an honorary or

s ide degree con ferred by the Inspectors - General of
the Ancient and Accepted Scott ish R ite at Charles
ton . I t has S ince been introduced in to some of the

Royal and Select Counc ils o f the Un ited States ,
and there conferred as an add it ional degree . The

degree is s imply an enlargement of that par t of the
'

ceremon ies of the Royal Arch which refer to the

Temple des truct ion . It has nothing to do with
the ideas inculcated in Crvptic Masonry . Whence
the degree or iginal ly sprang

,
i t is imposs ible to te ll .

A s to the symbol ic des ign of the degree , i t is very
eviden t that its legend and ceremon ies are intended
to inculcate that important Mason ic virtue—fidel
i ty to vows .

BOOK OF THE LAW

By an ancien t usage of the Craft
,
the Holy B ible ,

or Book of the Law ,
is a lways spread open in the

Lodge . There is in this , as in everything e lse that
is Mason ic

, an appropriate symbol ism . The
.

Book

of the Law is the Great L igh t of Masonry . To

close i t would be to in tercept the rays of divine
l igh t which emanate from i t ;and hence i t is spread
open ,

to indicate that the Lodge is not in darkness ,
but under the influence of its i l luminat ing power .

Masons in this respect obey the suggest ion of the

D ivine Founder of the Christ ian rel igion
,

“ Ne i ther
do men l ight a cand le and pu t i t under a bushel ,
bu t on a candlest i ck : and i t giveth l igh t unto all

that are in the house .

”

Mason ical ly , the Book of the Law is that sacred
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book which is bel ieved by the Mason of any par

t icu lar rel igion to conta in the revealed will of God
And there fore, whatever to any people expresses
that will may be used as a subs t i tute for the Bible
in a Mason i c Lodge . Thus

,
to the Chr ist ian Mason

the Book of the Law is the O ld and New Tes ta
men t s ; to the Jew ,

the O ld Testamen t ; to the Mus

su lni an
, the Koran ; to the Brahman

,
the Vedas ;

and to the Parsee
,
the Zendavesta . They all con

vey the same idea that o f the symbo l ism of the

D iv ine will revealed to man .

Freemasonry alone has no secret doctr ine . Its

philosophy is open to the world . Its modes of recog
n it ion by which i t secures ident ificat ion

,
and its

r ites and ceremon ies
,
which are its method of in

struct ion
,
a lone are secret . Al l men may know the

tene ts o f the Mason i c creed . This creed cons is ts
of two ar t icles : Firs t , a be l ief in God ,

the Creator
of all things

,
who is therefore recogn i zed as the

Grand Archi tect of the Un iverse ; and secondly ,
a bel ief in the e ternal l i fe

,
to wh ich this presen t l i fe

is but a preparatory and probat ionary state .

At the revi val of Mason ry in 1 7 1 7 ,
the Grand

Lodge of England set forth the Law , as to the re

lig ious creed to be required of a Mason in the fol

lowing words
,
to be found in the charges approved

by that body : “

In ancien t t imes ,
Masons were

charged in every country to be of the re l igion of

that coun try or nat ion
,
whatever it was ; yet i t is

now though t more exped ien t on lv to obl ige them
to that re l igion in which all men agree ,

leaving the i r
part icular opin ions to themselves .

”

This is now cons idered un iversal ly as the recog
n ized law on the subject .
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can differ . I t inculcates the pract ice of v irtue
,

but i t suppl ies no scheme of redemption for s in .

I t po ints its disciples to the path of righteousness ,
but i t does not cla im to be

“

the way, the truth ,
and the l i fe .

” Ne ither persecu t ion nor misrepre

sentat ion can ever destroy it . -It may find no place
in a generat ion of bigots ; i t may ret ire for a cen

tury ; but
'

again comes a Master Builder with the
key to the

“

shut pa lace of the K ing
,

” throws open
the blinds

,
lets in the l ight

,
kindles anew the fire

on the sacred altar , clears away the rubbish , when
behold " the tesse lated pavemen t is as br ight as

when it firs t came from the quarr ies of truth
,
the

jewe ls are of pure gold and br ightens at the touch ,
and the great l ights are und ih imed and undecayed .

“

W hen the candidate is ready, the Master appears .

”

And yet men are so fool ish as to imagine that
they can destroy th is he i r loom of the ages ; this
her itage from the Immortals " No age is so dark
as to quench ent i rely the l ight of the Lodge ; no
persecut ion so bloody as to blot out its votar ies ;
no edict so last ing as to count one second on its

D ial of Time " These
,
one and all

,
serve on ly to

keep the people in darkness
,
and retard the reign

of un iversal brotherhood.
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Commandery.

K n igh t s Temp l ar.

In the United‘ States an assembly of Knights
Templar is cal led a Commandery , and must con
s is t of at least n ine members . The government
of Mason i c Knights Templar in th is country is
ves ted

,
first , in Commander ies , which confer the

degrees of Kn ight of the Red Cross
,
Knights

Templar
,
and Kn ight of Malta.

Commander ies are under the control of Grand
Commander ies in States in which those bodies ex

ist . Where they do not
,
the warrants are der ived

directly from the Grand Encampment. The s

'

u

preme author ity of the Order is exercised by the
Grand Encampment of the Un ited States , which
meets tr ienn ial ly. The pres iding officer is a Grand
Master .
The Ancient Order of Knights Templar was

divided into Provinces , each of which was gov
erned by a Grand Preceptor or Grand Pr ior .
These

,

Provinces were fifteen in number and ex

tended from Jerusalem to England . There was no
part of Europe , except the impoverished K ing
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doms of Denmark , Sweden and Norway, where
the Templars had not extended the i r possess ions
and the i r influence .

‘

In all the Provinces there were numerous temple
houses cal led Preceptor ies

,
pres ided over by a Pre

ceptor . Some of the houses were also cal led Com
mander ies . The latter name has been adopted by
the Mason i c Templars of th is country .

Kn ight of the Red Cross .

This degree
,
whose legend dates i t far anter ior

to the Chris t ian era and in the re ign of Dar ius
,

has no ana logy wi th the ch iva l r ic orders of kn ight
hood . It is pure ly Mason ic and in t imately con

nected with the Royal Arch degree . In this coun
try i t is always conferred in a Commandery of

Kn ights Templar and is given as a pre l iminary
recept ion in that degree . The legend is as fol lows :
“ After the death of Cyrus

,
the Jews

,
who had been

re leased by him from the i r capt iv ity and permitted
to return to Jerusalem for the purpose of rebuilding
the

‘

temple
,
found themse lves obstructed in the um

dertaking by the ne ighbor ing nat ions and especial ly
by the Samari tans . Hereupon they sent an em

bassy
, at the head of which was the i r pr ince , Zeruh

babe l
,
to Dar ius

,
the successor of Cyrus , to crave

h is interpos it ion and protect ion . Zerubbabe l , awa it
ing a favorable opportun ity

,
succeeded not only in

obta in ing h is request
,
but al so in renewing the

fr iendship which had formerly existed between the
king and himse l f . 1 In commemorat ion of these

1 S ee page 104.
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The Cross .

Christ ianity W as Conce ived in Abraham and G iven
Birth through Jesus Christ .

Abraham ,

*
or iginal ly Abram

, was the founder
of the Jewish nat ion ,

and was born at Ur , in Meso

potamia,
in 1996 B . C . He marr ies Sarah

, and

in 1922 B . C . removes to Haran in Mesopotamia .

A few years later they go to the land of Canaan ,
and

there
,
in 1896 B . C.

,
in the i r extreme old age ,

1 I saac
is born . At the age of forty I saac marr ies Re
bekah

, and in 1836 B . C. twin sons were born whom
they cal led Jacob and Esau .

Jacob
,
in 1 753 B . C.

,
marr ies Leah and Rache l

and has s ix sons and one daughter by Leah : Reu
ben

,
S imeon ,

Levi
,
Judah

,
I ssachar

,
Zebulun

,
and

D inah ; two sons by Rachel ’s handma id , B ilhah :
Dan and Naphtal i ; two by Z i lpah , Leah

’

s hand
ma id : Gad and Asher ;two by Rachel : Joseph and

Benjamin . The twe lve sons of Jacob became the

immediate ancestors o f the twe lve tr ibes of I srae l .
In I 57 1 B . C . there came into the world that
great lawgiver

,
Moses

,
the first prophet of Israel .

He was the son of Amram and Jochebed , of the

tr ibe of Levi
, and the youngest brother of M i r iam

and Aaron . The name of Moses is one of the great
est in history . He

'

organized the Hebrew people ;
he formed the Hebrew character ;and the influence
which the Hebrew nat ion has exercised on the civ
ilization of mankind

,
by be ing through many cen

tur ies the bearer of the monothe ist ic idea,
[ can

hardly be overes t imated . For many generat ions
the Jews had l ived in the most abject thral ldom ;

1 S ee page 20, first paragraph .
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they had lost all feeling of independence and sel f
confidence

,
and the pecul iar it ies of the i r race were

contaminated and perverted, instead of having been
developed into a nat ional character ; they were ut

terly unfit for the conquest of a country, for the

organ i zat ion of a state , and for the part they were
dest ined to play in history .

According to the Bibl ical narrat ive (Acts
Moses was forty years old when he fled from
Egypt into Arabia , e ighty when he returned and

led the march across the Red S ea to S inai , and

1 20 when he died on Mount Nebo . Under his
leadership the Hebrew people, dur ing the i r forty
years of penal wander ing in the desert , took on the
re l igious and moral character which enabled them
to begin the i r career in Palest ine .

Judah
,
one of the twe lve patr iarchs, and the pro

gen itor of the tr ibe of the same name
,
became so

predominant in Palestine as to give its name to the
kingdom of Judea and ult imately to the whole race
of the descendants of Abraham ( Jews ) . Judah
appears to have exercised a kind of leadership
among his brothers ; i t was he who persuaded them
not to kill Joseph , but to sel l h im to the M idian ites ,
and on the journey to Egypt to buy corn i t was
Judah who acted as spokesman for the whole com

pany . As such he bff ered himsel f to Joseph as a

s lave to ransom his hal f- brother Benjamin . He

marr ied a Canaan ite woman ,
by whom he had three

sons : Er , Onan and Shelah . Er and Onan died in
the land of Canaan without issue. Tamar, h is
daughter - ih - law , through dece it , bore him twin
sons

,
Pharez and Zarah (Gen . from the

firs t of whom David , and ult imatelyChrist , were
descended . Of the l i fe of Judah in Egypt noth ing
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is known except that he was st i l l l iving at the t ime
of h is father ’s death , and rece ived that splendid
bless ing which foretold the glory of his l ineage

(Gen . xl ix . 8

Judaism ,
the re l igious system and pol i ty of the

315803 . 5

Jews , as enjoined in the laws of Moses , became the
bas is of a spir i tual or un iversal rel igion .

“

And she [M ary"shall bring fort h a son , and thou shalt
call his name JESUS : for he shall save his people from their
sins” (Matt . i . 21 ; Luke 1. 31

Jesus the Chr ist was born in Bethlehem , a smal l
Judean town , already famous as the birthplace of

1 16



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


FREEMASONRY AND KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

and probably ass isted Joseph at h is trade
,
that of

carpenter . Joseph is not men t ioned aga in in the

Gospels , and is supposed to have died before Chris t
entered on h is publ ic labors .

When Jesus was about th irty years old,
h is kinsman

,
John ,

the son of Zachar ias
,
began

to announce the near approach of the kingdom
of God . and t9 cal l his countrymen to prepare
for i t by a moral reformat ion

, and by accept
ing bapt ism at h is hands as a s ign of the re

miss ion of s in . Jesus appeared among the

throngs which gathered about John the Bap
tist at the Jordan

,
and ins isted on being bapt ized

by h im . After John had reluctantly admin istered
the r ite to one whom he felt by a kind of prophet ic
inst inct

, as i t would seem , to be hol ier than himse l f,
he was shown that Jesus was the Mess iah , the S on
of God

, and he announced h im as such to those
about him . After h is bapt ism a few of John ’

s d is

c iplés attached themselves to Jesus , and accompa

n ied h im to Gal i lee . He then went to Jerusalem
and began h is publ ic min istry and announced him
se lf to the heads of the nat ion there as a messen

ger Of Heaven
,
by expel l ing from the temple court

those who had been al lowed to carry on traffic in
i t for the conven ience of worshipers . One mem

ber of the Sanhedr im ,

* N icodemus ,* became at th is
t ime a secret adherent of the new prophet . For

a few months Jesus carr ied on a work in Judea
s im ilar to that in which John the Bapt ist was en

gaged , and seemed to be co - operat ing with the lat
ter in the effort to br ing about a nat ional repent
ance . But as attempts were be ing made to create
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dissens ion between his fol lowers and those of John ,

he ret i red to Ga l i lee .

After John the Baptist was put to death by Herod
Antipas , Governor of Gal i lee , Jesus began h is sec

ond and final attempt to ga in a hear ing from the

representat ives of the nat ion at Jerusalem . He ap

peared somewhat sudden ly at the feast of taber
naclesf

'<
and by miracles and discourses , as we l l

as by the angry oppos it ion which he excited
,
he at

least succeeded in awaken ing new
,
interest in h is

movements , and fixing the at ten t ion of the nat ion
upon himse l f during the rest of h is career . For

several years after this he carr ied on his teach ing
throughout Palest ine

,
meet ing W i th much oppos i

t ion and many tr ials and tr ibulat ions . The rulers
began to fear his growing popular ity and about
the year 29 ,

when he was return ing to Bethany
from Jerusalem

,
he was betrayed by Judas , arres ted

and led back to the ci ty for tr ial before the Sanhe
drim . The charge was blasphemy, but in the ah

sence of trus tworthy witnesses he was virtual ly

put under oath and required to cr iminate himse l f .
W hen solemn ly appea led to by the high priest , he
not on ly avowed his Mess iahship

,
but asserted that

he was the S on of God and the future judge of

the world. He was then taken before Pont ius P i
late

, who gave the order for h is death by crucifix
ion . He died in the act of commending his soul
to God . The body was given by P i late to Joseph*

of Ar imathea
, and , aided by N icodemus , he wrapped

it in spices and la id it in a tomb prepared for him
sel f in a garden which he owned outs ide the wal ls .

Je sus rose on the th ird day after h is death in the

body, which , though changed as to its mode of
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be ing
, was the ident ical body which was crucified .

He was seen often in diff erent places and circum
s tances by many witnesses . On the fort ieth day
after h is resurrect ion ,

Jesus led the apostles out

of Jerusalem towards Bethany and le ft them for

the last t ime , not van ishing, as before , but pass ing
vis ibly upward t i l l a cloud concealed him from
s ight . \Nhile they looked after h im two angels
brought them a message—that he should “

so come
in l ike manner .”

Chr ist ian i ty
,
the re l igion founded by Jesus

Christ , may be regarded as divis ible into

( 1 ) H is torical Chr is tiani ty, the facts and pr in
c iples stated in the New Tes tament , espec ial ly those
concern ing the l i fe

,
su ffer ings

,
death

,
resurrection ,

ascens ion and nature of Jesus
,
together with the

subsequen t deve lopmen t of the Christ ian Church ,

and the gradual embodiment in society of the pr in
c iples inculcated in i t .

( 2 ) D ogmatic Chr is tiani ty, the sys tems of theo
logical doctr ine founded ou the New Testament .
These systems differ w ith different churches

,
sects

and schools .

( 3 ) V
I

i tal Chris tiani ty,
the Spir it man i fested by

Jesus Chri st in h is l i fe
,
and which he commanded

h is followers to imitate .
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and the i r son ,
Ishmael , and while wander ing in the

desert an ange l revealed this s ite to Hagar , and

she gave her thirsty son to dr ink of the refresh ing
waters of its wel l Zem - Zem i I t was here, on ac

count of its goodly supply of water , the ch ief attrae
t ion in locat ing an Or iental c ity

,
that a tr ibe of

Amalekites came and founded the city of Mecca.

They a ided I shmae l in rebuilding the Kaaba,and to
the i r ass istance came the angel Gabr iel , with a white
stone from Paradise , which even to—day is to be

found in the wal l of the Kaaba,
turned black by the

devout kisses of s inful l ips .
.

In the s ixth cen tury of the present era the keeper
of this sacred s tone was one Abdal lah , a very poor
but noble man,

of the tr ibe of Koreish
, one of the

most dist inguished Arabian tr ibes ; the guardian
ship of the Kaaba was hereditar i ly entrusted to i t .
But his family

,
Hashem , was poor . Abdal lah died

just before h is first son was born . That son was

cal led Mohammed,
“

The Praised ,
”

and was born
in Mecca in the year 570 . In later years

,
when

comparat ive deification of the prophet took place ,
there were added to the circumstances of h is birth ,
legends s imilar to those of the other founders of

great rel igions . I t is said that as soon as he was

born ,
he turned h is eves to the l ight and dist inctly

sa id ,
“

God is great and I am his prophet
,

”

the

r iver Tigris overflowed its banks
,
the palace of

K ing Chosroes toppled to the ground, the holy fires
of Zoroaster that had burned for centur ies were
extinguished by the br ighter l ight

,
and mules talked

and sheep bowed to him when he went out. He lost
h is mother, Amena, when he was s ix years old, and
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was adopted a few years later by his uncle , Abu
Taleb , with whom he went to Syria ; there he met
an Arab monk

, who informed h is uncle of the fu

ture awa i t ing h is nephew, and charged him to g uard
the boy with the greatest care . From that t ime

THE PROPHET MOHAMMED.

unt i l h is
.

twent ieth year he is scarcely heard of.

In that year he served in the war aga inst the Ben i
K inanah tr ibe . In h is twenty - fifth year he was a

shepherd on the pasture - fields in the vicin ity of

Mecca . About th is t ime he entered the emplov of

a wea lthy widow , who was some fifteen years h is
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sen ior . This widow
,
K ad ijah , employed him to look

after her caravans , and h is managemen t of her

affa i rs was attended wi th un i form success . On

h is re turn from a journey to Damascus , where he
had met with greater succes s than ever

,
the exult

ant widow offered to marry him and pleaded her
cause wi th such fervor and e loquence that the
young man consented . In many respects th is mar

r iage was most important in its results . I t at once
placed Mohammed in a pos it ion of affluence and

ra ised h is rank equal to that of the influent ial tr ibe
of the Kore ish . Mohammed now gave up bus iness
and devoted himse lf to re l igious meditat ions . The

rel igion of the Arabs at th is t ime ( 595 ) was S a
baism

,
a kind of idolatry or .sys tem of sun

,
moon

and star worship
,
widely prevalent

,
not on ly in

Arabia
,
bu t in Chaldea

,
Syr ia and Eth iopia . Idol

atry had overclouded the old Monothe ism ( one
God ) of the Arabs

,
and brought the rel igious in

st incts of the people into man i fold confus ion . Mo

hammed was surrounded by Jews
,
Chr ist ians and

j ewish Chr ist ian s ; and in his journeys wi th the

caravans had frequent opportun i t ies of discuss ing
rel igious quest ion s with them . I t is certa in that he
was far from sat isfied with Juda ism

,
Chris t ian ity

or Saba ism
,
the popular re l igions of Arabia . The

scenes of misery and immoral ity
,
and the utter spir

itual degradat ion of the ent ire people , made a vivid
impress ion on h is sens i t ive mind , and suggested
that remed ies should be found .

In his fort ieth year he rece ived the firs t reve la
t ion concern ing the new truth . He hastened to h is
beloved wife ,

and
,
confid ing to her what had hap

pened , fe l l into a severe paroxysm of epi lepsy . He
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sword had conquered every city of the land . Even
Mecca fel l before him , and he threw out the idols
from the temple and consecrated it to the worsh ip
of Al lah . Acknowledged was he now by the whole
people as the prophet of God and as the i r king .

H is great gift is the Mohammedan B ible
,
the

Koran
, a book conta in ing the messages of the

prophet which were col lected by h is fol lower
,
Ze id,

from records written on palm leaves , white s tones ,
leather

,
the shoulder - blades of sheep and came ls .

Mohammedan ism ,
the rel igion founded by Mo

hammed
,
or Mahomet

t
teaches , in oppos it ion to the

var ious idolatrous re l igions which it has succeeded
in superseding

, a s trong the ism (be l ief in God ) ,
essent ial ly the same as taught by j uda ism

'

and

Christ ian i ty
,
from which it was borrowed “ There

is no God but God” is the pr incipal tenet in MO

hammedan dogmat ics
, and he has created the world

and the immortal soul of man ,
whose l i fe on earth

he shal l judge and reward or pun ish in
'

a future
state . But the further

.

development of th is idea,

especial ly of the relat ion between God and man

kind
,

‘ is narrow
,
fantas t ic and arbitrary. Before

the almighty power of A llah the free will of man

van ishes ;Mohammedan ism is fatal ism . The Ko

ran acknowledges and encourages polygamy, and

i t exists in all Mohammedan countr ies , with all its

deter iorat ing and weaken ing consequences , spir it
ual and bodily.

Ten years after Mohammed had fled from Mecca,
in the year 632 , at the age of s ixty - two,

he made a

pi lgrimage thither from Medina with forty thou
sand Moslems

,
and there on a mounta in ,

l ike Moses

of old, he uttered the last words to the people, ex
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horting them chiefly to protect the weak, the poor ,
the women , and to abstain from usury. He was

s ick for some days , thegresult of a po ison admin is

tered to him by a woman . As he lay dying, with
h is head rest ing on the lap of Ayesha , one of the

numerous wives he had wedded after the death of

K ad ijah ,
she heard h im murmuring, as she looked

into his pale face and s lowly glaz ing eyes
,

“

No

the compan ions above in Paradise .

”

S he took his hand in hers , praying. When she let

i t s ink it was cold
, and he was dead . He left ten

wives (of fourteen ,
which he had in all ) , but only

one child, Fat ima ,
the daughter of K ad ijah , his firs t

wife ;and so long as K adijah l ived , Mohammed did
not fol low the pract ice usual among Arabs of tak

ing many wives . He was buried in the mosque at

Medina
’

, and at h is tomb thousands of pilgr ims
gather every year .
I s lam is the Arabic name for the Mohammedan
creed . Mos lem is the name the professors of this
creed give themselves . Saracens or Mussulmans

,

fol lowers of Mohammed .
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The Conflic t .

Mutual hatred had long existed between the

Chr ist ians and the Mohammedans . The latter
aforet ime had done inca lculable damage to the pros
peets of the Cross . A l l that the miss ionar ies and

evangel ists had accompl ished in Arab ia
,
Abyss in ia

,

Egypt and northern Afr ica, had been eradicated
by the fol lowers of the pr

'

ophet . The movement
of the Mohammedans

,
westward through Afr ica

and northward into Europe , in the e ighth century ,
was answered by the counter movement of the

Christ ians
,
eas tward through Europe and into As ia ,

in the eleventh . The sword of the l iv ing Godfrey
was crossed with that of the dead Tar ic .
revious to the open ing of the confl ict

,
however ,

and indirectly leading to it , Palest ine had become
the Mecca of p ious pilgr ims , who,

from all parts
of Christendom

,
threaded the i r weary way to the

land made sacred by the i r Lord and Master , that
they might do penance for the i r s ins or quicken
the i r zeal by vis i t ing hal lowed scenes . A great
\s t imulus was given to these undertak ings by the
mother of Constant ine

,
He lena

, who v is ited the

Holy Land in A . D . 325 , and in p ious zeal used
the immense wealth at her command in building
altars , chapels and houses of prayer in places made
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l ittle wealth ;men were thrown into 5 1

were outraged ; ch ildren were stolen

and although , doubtless , there were enthusiasts who
courted these per i ls in the holy cause
major ity of Chr istendom were fi l led M ith g
vengeance as return ing pilgr ims told the ghastl
tale of pagan atrocit ies .

In th is s tate of affa i rs
,
when there was scarce ly

a home circle that was not saddened or bereaved
by the brutal treatment of the pilgr ims

,
Peter the

Hermit
,
a monk and nat ive of Amiens in France ,

having vis ited Pa lest ine and wi tnessed the cruelty
of the Turks

,
reported what he had seen to Pope

Urban I I .
,
by whom encouraged

,
he traveled

through Italy and France and began to preach the
.Peter had been educated in Par is

and in I taly ;had served in the army of Flanders ,
I but gave up the mil itary career and marr ied ;became

‘
a monk after the death of his wife , and final ly a

'

hermit . / Possessed of no other power than the influ
Iflence of h is character and his gen ius , th is s imple
unshod monk

,
. a man of mean aspect , clad in a

coarse cassock
,
around which a rude rope served

as a gird le
,
mounted on a mule , and hold ing a

gleaming crucifix in h is hand , rode from town to
town and from province to province rehears ing the
indign it ies heaped upon the innocent p ilgr ims ; in
graphic language he depicted the scenes of blood
of which he had been an eye

- witness in the s treets
of Jerusalem

, appeal ing in turn to the piety, the
courage and the pass ions of h is hearers . By h is
eloquence he fired the popular heart to go forth to
redress the wrongs and rescue a desecrated tomb
from the hands of the infidel . As a consequence
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and in the year 1095 , at the Counci l
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of Clermont , Pope Urban I I . espoused h is cause
and gave pont ifical sanct ion to the first Crusade .

CI
’

Us a d

h . ’

La u
‘

u n o pn g
M ' s - s . .

Meanwhile the second div is ion of the host , num
I32
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a goose. These r idiculous creatures were actually

set forward as the divinely cons t ituted agents by
which the host was to be led to victory over the
infide l Turks of As ia. The result was as revolt ing
as the beginn ing was abominable . The superst it ious
herd fel l upon the Jewish colon ists in the cit ies of

the Rhine and the Mosel le , and began to rob and

murder . The rabble pretended to see in the Jews
on ly the enemies of Chr ist . In sp ite of the protests
of the Romish Church , under whose cal l the Crusade
had been begun

,
the Jews were massacred by thou

sands . When the ruffian hosts could find no further
material to s laughter

,
the march was resumed from

the Rhine to the Danube . The whole route was a

scene of barbarous lust and l icent iousness . The day
of judgment

,
however

,
at last arr ived. At the Dan

ube the Hungar ian army was drawn up to dispute
the progress of the invaders . The immense rabble
was hemmed in and beaten back aga inst the r iver .
The t ide of the Danube was red with the blood of the
robbers . Very few escaped the vengeance of the

Hungar ians and the engulfing r iver . Thus per ished
the fourth and las t of those fanat ic mult itudes that
arose at the cal l of Peter the Hermit . Already
more than a

’

quarter of a mill ion of human be ings
had been swa llowed from s ight be fore a regular
army could be equipped and started in the wake
of the popular tumult . Not a Chr ist ian soldier
had thus far penetrated beyond the pla in of N ice .

Walter the Penn i less was dead . The fame of Peter
the Hermit was also at a discount

,
but the fever

of Europe was in nowise cooled . I t st i l l rema ined
for her soldiery to undertake by regular expedit ion
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what her peasants and monks , her goose and her

goat, had fai led to accomplish .

In the meant ime the secular pr inces of the west
,

who attended the Counc il‘bf Clermont and assumed
the Cross , were bus i ly engaged in prepar ing for the
holy war . A vast army embracing all the ch ivalry
of Europe

,
cons ist ing of s ix grand divis ions

,
set

forth for Cons tant inople . Here they un ited the i r
forces and then took up the i r march for the Holy
City. Among those who were dest ined to dist in
guish themse lves as. Crusaders

,
should be men

t ioned, firs t of all
,
Godfrey of Bouillon

,
Duke of

Lorra ine. H is reputat ion for p iety
,
learn ing and

courage was equal to that of the best pr ince of

h is age . In h is father ’s house Peter the Hermit
had l ived before he became a monk . In early l i fe
Godfrey took up arms and won high dis t inct ion as

a soldier in many bloody fought battles . With no

hal f - hearted purpose did he become a Crusader .
No sacr ifices were spared to secure the des ired end .

He sold or mortgaged all of his castles and estates ,
and wi th the money procured by the sale of h is vast
doma ins he ra ised and equipped a magn ificent army
of men . I t was he who led those from Ger
many and northern France .

Raymond
,
Count of Toulouse, a second 0

leaders, was a soldier by profess ion and had fought
aga inst the Mohammedans in Spa in . He was

known as one of the most val iant capta ins of h is

t imes . I t was h is saying that he had spent h is
youth fighting the followers of the false prophet
in Europe

, and would spend h is old age in warr ing
with them in As ia. Already aged, h is wh ite locks
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made him a conspicuous leader for those from
southern France .

Pr ince Bohemond
,
of Tarentum

,
I taly

, who led

the I tal ian force
,
was the tal lest man in h is army ;

he was full of pass ion and haughty pr ide ;when he
spoke

,
his hearers be l ieved that eloquence had been

h is on ly study ;when under arms , he might be sup

posed to have done noth ing but wield the lance and

sword . The de l iverance of the tomb of Chr is t
was not the object that induced him to assume the
Cross ;he hoped to w in a kingdom before he should
arr ive at Jerusa lem . After the fal l of An t ioch*

h is va in hopes were real i zed by h is becoming the
firs t Pr ince of An t ioch .

Hugh the Great
,
Count of Vermando is , led the

French forces . He was a brother of K ing Phil ip
of France . At home he was much admired for
his br ill iant qual it ies by the Court . He was brave,
but eas i ly overcome by flattery , and was want ing
in perseverance in reverses .

Robert
,
Duke of Normandy , who led the Norman

forces
, was the son of Will iam the Conqueror . He

had few noble qual it ies , but many reprehens ible
faults. H is extravagance , weakness and incon

stancy caused him to be unpopular , and ,
in the end

,

reduced him to absolute poverty .

Robert , Count of Flanders , was at the head of the
Frisons and the Flemings

,
or Dutch forces . He em

barked in an expedi t ion which procured for him
the reputat ion of a bold kn ight , together with the
surname of

“

The Lance and Sword ”

of the Chris
t ians .

Al l these leaders were ce lebrated for the i r ex

ploits , but no one amongst that vas t army was more
I 36
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and Peter the Hermit seated on a mule.

immense army pressed s tead i ly forward
, and

after captur ing N i ce , An t ioch and other c it ies on

the way,
this army , though greatly reduced in num

bers by pr ivat ions and confl ict , at length came upon
the object of its ambi t ion ,

Jerusalem
,
in the year

The city was taken on the I sth of July, after
tinate s iege of somewhat more than five

Assault after assault was made upon the

wal ls
,
only to be repulsed

, and the jaded
remnan t of on ly of what was once a vas t
army

,
were on the po int of abandon ing the under

taking
,
when Godfrey

,
looking up to Moun t O l ivet

,

beheld there a mighty horseman waving on high
a buckler .

‘

“ Behold ,
” cr ied the hero

,

“ St . George
comes aga in to our a id and makes a s ignal for us

to enter the Holy C i ty .

”

The effect was magical .
The army, se i zed as i f by an electr ic enthus iasm

,

made an i rres ist ible charge
,
carr ied the wal ls, and

Jerusalem was taken . "H istory has remarked that
the Chr ist ians entered Jerusalem on a Friday, at

the hour of three in the afternoon ;exactly the same
day and hour at which Chr ist expired for the salva
t ion of the human race . Among those who rece ived
the greatest congratulat ions by the victor iou s mul
t itude was Peter the Hermit . The l i ttle fanat ic
monk was s ingled out as the greatest of all the

human agencies by which the del iverance of Jeru
salem had been accompl ished . Around h im

,
clad in

h is woolen garment and mounted on h is mule , the
mediaeval Zealots gathered in enormous crowds,
and did obe isance as to a l iberator and savior .
Godfrey of Bouillon soon came in for his share of

glory .

Z
VVith in e ight days after the fal l of the c ity
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he was on the 23d of July e lected king of Jerusa
lem . Godfrey accepted the office , but refused the
t itle of king. He declared that it would be unbe
coming in him to wear

‘a crown of gold in the ci ty
where Chris t had been crowned wi th thorns . I t
was therefore decided that he be ent itled “ First

J ERUSALEM .

Baron and Defender of the Holy Sepulchre .

”

H is

sovere ignty, however , was ample and h is r ight un
disputed . Soon

,
after many of the pr inces and lead

ers returned to Europe . Peter the Hermit l ikewise
left the Holy City and started on a homeward voy
age . In mid - sea h is ship was caught in a storm
and the terr ified monk vowed if he should be spared
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he would found an abbey in honor of the tomb of

Christ . The tempest passed and Peter kept his vow
by building a monastery on the banks of the Maes

in France . Here he spent the remnant of h is days
in pen i tent ia l works , after the manner of h is order .
About a year after the taking of Jerusalem , as

Godfrey was return ing from an expedit ion ,
the

emir of . Caesarea* came out to meet h im and

presented to him an offer ing of some of the frui ts
of Pales t ine . The unsuspect ing Godfrey accepted
and ate an apple . Doubtless i t had been po isoned ,

for the pr ince almos t immediately fel l i l l . I t was

with great difficulty that he reached Jaffa
,
whence

he was conveyed to h is capita l , where on the 18th of

July
,
1 100

,
he died . H is mortal rema ins were de

pos i ted with in the enclosure of Calvary, near the
tomb of Chr ist . He surpassed all the capta ins of

h is age ,
and h is name will l ive honored amongs t

men as long as the remembrance of the Crusades .

Godfrey was succeeded by h is brother Baldwin of

n h is death in 1 1 18
,

was succee B w in de Bourg, ,

a cous in of

Ba ldwin under the t itle
'

of Baldwin I I .

Anc ient Templars .

The conquest of the c ity furn ished a new st imu

lus to the pi lgrim age ,
but Pales t ine was st i l l in the

of the fierce Mohammedans
, who soon began

ry on the i r work
,
of pillage and murder of

ian pilgr im s wi th increased vigor . In 1 1 18

rench kn ights
,
Hugh de Payens and Geoff rey

int Omar
,
perce iv ing the hardships to which

‘
the Christ ian travelers were exposed in and about
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Baldwin I I .
,
who ass igned them quarters in h is pal

ace on the s ite of the ancien t temple , whence they
der ived the name of Templars ; a t i t le which they
ever afterward reta ined .

The i r first armory was establ ished in a church
near by , and here they s tored the i r kn ight ly weap
ons . The first Chapter was l imited to n ine mem

bers ;but th is l im i tat ion was removed by the Counci l
of Troyes in 1 1 27 . Raynouard says that Baldwin
sent Hugh de Payens to Eu rope to sol ic it a new

Crusade
,
and that while there he presented h is com

pan ions to the Pope Honor ius from whom he

craved permiss ion to form a re l igious mil itary or

der
,
in imitat ion of that of the Hospital lers . The

Pon t iff referred them to the eccles ias t ical counci l
which was then in se s s ion at Troyes , in Champagne .

‘

Thither De Payens repa i red , and represented to the
fathers the vocat ion of h imse l f and h is compan ions
as defenders of the pilgr im ; the enterprise was

approved
,
and St . Bernard

,
Abbot of Clai rvaux ,

was commi ss ioned to draw up a sui table code for
the government of the body, and to devise an appro

pr iate garb . The dres s chosen was in strong con

trast wi th that of the Kn ig hts Hospital lers
,
cons ist

ing of a white tun i c and mantle , with a red cross
on the left breas t

,
while the Kn ights Hospital lers

wore the pla in black robe ,
bear ing a white cross of

e ight po in ts on the left breast . The rule of conduct

‘
and discipl ine was approved in 1 1 28 by Pope Hono

r ius I I . The pr incipal art icles were these : The
Kn ights were bound to recite vocal prayers at cer

ta in hours ; to absta in from meats four days in the
week ;to refrain from hunt ing and hawking ;to de
fend with the i r l ives the myster ies o i the Chr ist ian
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fa i th ;to observe and ma inta in the seven sacraments
of the church , the fourteen art icles of fa i th , the
creeds of the apostles and of Athanas ius ;* to up

hold the doctr ines of the two Testaments , including
the interpretat ions of the Fathers , the un ity of God
and the tr in ity of h is person ,

and the virgin ity of

Mary both before and after the birth of the S on ;

to go beyond the seas when cal led to do so in de fense
of the cause ;to fly not from the foe un less assa i led
by more than three infidels at once . Hugh de Pay
ens

,
thus provided with a rule that gave perma

mence to his Order , and encouraged by the approval
of the church , returned to Jerusalem . Humil ity
was one of the first pr inciples of the membership .

The helmet of the Templar should have no crest
h is beard should not be cut—h is demeanor should be
that of servant of h is fellows . Each member

,
on

assuming the garb of a Kn ight , must be girt with
a l inen cord in token that he was henceforth bound
to service .

The prima l object sough t in the inst itut ion of

the Order was the succor of needy
'

pilgr ims ;but as
the Moslems recovered after the capture of Jeru
salem ,

and in increas ing numbers threatened the

Christ ians on every s ide , the organ i zat ion from ne

cess ity assumed a more dis t inct ively mil itary char
acter

, and ult imately became the r ight arm of the

Christ ian armies in the i r severa l operat ions aga ins t
the foe . St . Bernard

, who vis ited them in the i r
Temple retreat , speaks in the warmest terms of

the i r sel f - den ial
,
the i r frugal ity ,

the i r modesty ,
the i r piety

,
and the i r bravery . The i r banner was

the Beauseant , of divided whi te and black
,
indi
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ca t ive of peace to the i r fr iends , but destruct ion to
the i r foes .

The organ izat ion of the Templars embraced four
classes of members—Kn ights

,
Squires

,
Servitors

and Pr ies ts . Each had the i r pecul iar dut ies and

obl igat ions . The pres iding officer of the Order was
cal led the Master—afterwards the Grand Master .
England , Germany, France and I ta ly , in fact , nearly
all the s tates of Christendom

,
were divided into

provinces
,
and over each was set a provinc ial Mas

‘
ter . The

'

Grand Mas ter of Jerusalem was regarded
as the head of the ent ire brotherhood , which soon

grew in numbers
,
influence and wealth to be one

of the most powerful organ izat ions in the world .

Counts
,
dukes , pr inces , and even k ings

,
eagerly

sought the honor which was everywhere conceded
to the red cross and white mantle of the Templar .

In course of t ime the Knights of the Temple be
came a sovere ign body

, owing no al legiance to any

secular potentate . In spir itual matters the Pope
was st i l l regarded as supreme

,
but in all other af

fa i rs the Grand Master was as independent as the
greates t sovere ign of Europe . The houses of the

Kn ights could not be invaded by any civ il officer .
The ir churches and cemeter ies were exempt from
interdicts ;the i r propert ies and revenues from taxa
t ion . S o great were the immun i t ies thus enjoyed
that thousands of persons sought to be affil iated
with the brotherhood in order to share its benefits .

To the Kn ights Templar and the Hosp ital lers
was large ly due whatever success or glory the sub

sequent Crusades ach ieved
, of which there were

seven . They were the flower of the armies , always
in the van with their gl itter ing swords and waving
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when a th ird remova l was made to the P i lgr ims
Castle near Caesarea, a

‘

c ity founded by Herod the
Great

,
in 22 B . C .

,
and built in honor of Caesar .

I t was s ituated northwes t of Jerusa lem on the Medi
terranean

,
and north of Jaffa ,

but now l ies in shape
less ruins . In 1 29 1 the c ity of Acre aga in fel l into
the hands of the Mos lems under Sultan Khatil of
Ca i ro

, and with the subsequent overthrow of the

Chris t ian kingdom
,
the Templars ret ired to the

is land
(

of Cyprus
,

'

which was captured in 1 19 1 by
R ichard Coeur de L ion

,
during the th ird Crusade

,

and to whom they paid th irty - five thousand marks .

Many of the Templars
,
a fter a br ief stay in the

is land of Cyprus
,
re t i red to the i r different Precep

tor ies in Europe . A br ief descr ipt ion of the defense
and fal l of Acre can on ly be compared with the

many accoun ts of the i r past glor ious struggles with
the infide l in defense of the Holy Land

,
and of Chris

t ian pilgr image
,
somet imes successful and often d is

astrous ;of ar id sands wel l mo istened with the blood
of Chr is t ian and Saracen warr iors ; of final forced
departure from the places which its prowess had
conquered

,
but which it had not the s trength to

hold .

Defense and Fal l o f Ac re .

With less than twelve thousand persons able to
bear arms

,
they manned the ramparts and defended

the c ity aga inst two hundred thousand Mos lems .

Almos t every nat ion of Europe was represented
in the mult i tudes that thronged the streets that had
gathered wi thin the defenses of the c ity. On the

fourth of May, a day fatal to the Chris t ians ,
‘
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BATTLE BEFORE ACRE .

the s ignal for the las t assault was given .
At dawn

the Mos lem army was under arms
,
the Sultan an i
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mat ing the soldiers by h is presence . Both the at

tack and defense were much greater than the days
before . Among those who fe l l on the field of battle,
there were seven Mos lems for one Chr ist ian ; but
the Mos lems could repa i r the i r losses ; those of the

Christ ians were i rreparable . With ever - increas ing
vehemence the Mos lems leve led the i r des troying em
gines aga inst the totter ing wa l ls and towers of the

city . At last an important defense
,
known by the

name of the Cursed Tower
,
yielded to the assa i l

ants
, and went down with a crash . The breach

thus effected in the defenses opened into the heart
of the city . The Templars formed

,

a rash resolu
t ion of making a sort ie

,
and attacking the camp of

the Mos lems ; they found
‘

the enemies drawn up in
order of battle . After a bloody confl ict the Templars
were repulsed and pursued to the foot of the ram

parts . The Grand Master of the Templars , W i l l iam
de Beaujeu

,
one of the braves t of the brave, was

s truck by an arrow and fe l l in the m ids t of h is
Kn ights . The Grand Master '

of the Hospital lers
at the same t ime rece ived a wound which disabled
him . The rout then became general

, and all hope
of saving the city was lost . In poured the savage
t ides of victor ious I slam ,

hungry for blood and - re

venge . I t was then a death - pal l seemed s tretched
over the whole city of Acre ;there was not a s treet
that did not become the theater of carnage ;a battle
was fought for every tower , for every palace

,
and

at the entrance of every publ ic build ing ;and in all

these combats so many men were k i lled
,
that

, ac

cording to the report of an histor ian
,

“ they walked
upon the dead as upon a br idge .

” A violent storm
,

accompanied by ha i l and ra in , burs t over the city ;
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were mount ing to an assault . They who attacked it
and they who defended it were equal ly crushed by
its fal l ;women

,
ch ildren ,

Christ ian warr iors , all who
had come to seek refuge in the house of the Tem

plars , per ished , bur ied beneath the ruins . Such was
the dash , bravery and sel f - sacr ifice of the Templars
throughout the l i fe of the Order . To fol low th e i r
acts of true hero ism would be to give a history of

the Crusades .

The few Chr ist ians st i l l cl inging to the coast
town of Syr ia made the i r escape as soon as poss ible
and left the savage Mos lems in complete possess ion
of the country . After a cont inuance of 19 1 years ,
the contest between the Cross and the Crescent
had ended in a complete restorat ion of the ancient
régime throughout Syr ia and As ia M inor . The

Crescent of I s lam was aga in in the ascendant .

Final D isso lu tlon .

In the beginn ing
'

of the fourteenth century ,
Phil ip the Fa i r , an avar ic ious and ambi t ious king
of France

,
secretly planned with Pope Clement V .

for the des truct ion of the Templars and the appro

pr iat ion of the i r revenue . The Order at th is t ime
was enormous ly wealthy ; th is aroused h is avar ice .

Thei r power interfered with his des igns of pol it i
cal aggrand izement and th is alarmed h is ambit ion .

Pope Clement
,
by Phil ip ’s direct ion

,
wrote

,
in 1 306 ,

to De Molay
, the Grand Master

, who was then at

Cyprus , inv it ing h im to come and consult with him
on some matters of great impor tance to the Order .
De Molay obeyed the summons and arr ived at Par is
wi th s ixty Kn ights and a large amount of treasure .
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He was arrested and impr isoned, as was later every
Kn ight in France

, on the pretended charge of idol
atry

, and other enormous cr imes
,
of which a rene

gade and expel led pr ior df the Order was sa id to

have confessed that the Kn ights were guilty of in

BURNING OF J AQUES DE MOLAY .

their Chapters . On such prepos terous
.

charges the
Kn ights were tr ied , and

,
of course

, as a foregone
conclu s ion , condemned , and on the 1 2th of May ,

I 3 10 ,
fifty

- four of the Kn ights were publ icly burned .

De Molay, during h is imprisonment , was subjected
to the utmost ind ign i t ies and s uffer ings for the

purpose of extorting from him a con fess ion of the

guilt of h is Order . But De Molay was firm and

loyal , and on the 1 1 th day of March
,
1 3 14 ,

he was

publ icly burned “

in the l ittle is land” of the Se ine
between the “August inians and the royal garden”
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in Par is . When about to d ie he solemn ly affi rmed
the innocence of the Order , and it is sa id summoned
Pope Clemen t to appear before the j udgment - seat
of God in forty days and the king of France within
a year

,
and both , i t is we l l known ,

died within the

per iods specified . In most coun tries the i r property
was se i zed by the sovere ign and in part turned over
to the 'Hospitallers and other Orders . From the

establ ishment of the Order by Hugh de Payens , the
first Grand Master

,
in 1 I 18

,
unt i l its dissolut ion

( 1 3 1 1 ) dur ing the Mas
’tersh ip of James De Molay

,

twenty - two Grand Masters pres ided over the Order .

Knights Templar, Masonic .

The connect ion of the Kn ights Templar with the
'

Freemasons may much more plaus ibly be traced
than that of the Kn igh ts of Malta . Yet

,
unfor

tunately,

'

the sources from which informat ion is to
be der ived are for the most par t trad i t ionary ; au
thent ic dates and documents are want ing.

There are four sources fromwhich Mason ic Tem

plars are said to have der ived the i r exis tence , mak

ing therefore as many diff erent divis ions of the Or

der .

1 . The Templars who claim John Mark Lar
men ius as the successor of De Molay . From this
source came the Templars of France .

2 . Those who recogn ize Peter d ’

Aumont as the

successor of De Molay . From this source came the

Templars of Germany .

3 . Those who der ive the i r Templar ism from the

Coun t Beaujeu
,
the nephew of De Molay . From

this source came the Swedish Templars .
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defin ite date . Boston Commandery claim s to date
from 1 769 ,

and is supposed to be one of the oldest .
Such in out l ine is the i l lustrous mil itary history

of the Order of Kn ights Templar . The outward
may pass away ; the torn banners , the gleaming
shield

,
the burn ished armor

,
the quiver ing blades ,

together with the forms that bore them so gal lantly ,
may become dust , or at best preserved in history
and song

,
bu t the kn ightly spir i t may ever abide in

true men and be exempl ified in every age .

K nights of Malta.

This Order
,
which at var ious t imes in the

progress of its history
,
rece ived the names of

Kn ights Hosp ital lers , Kn ights of St . John of Jeru
salem

,
Kn ights of Rhodes

,
and lastly

,
Kn ights of

Malta
,
was the oldest and one of the most important

of the rel igious and mil itary orders of Kn igh thood
which sprang into existence dur ing the Crusades ,
which were inst i tuted for the recovery of the Holy
Land . I t owes its or igin to the Hospital lers of

Jerusalem
,
that whol ly rel igious and char itable Or

der
,
which was establ ished at Jerusalem in

‘

1048

by some pious and benevolent merchants of the

I tal ian ci ty of Amalfi , for the succor of poor and

dis tressed Lat in pilgr ims .

This society
,
establ ished when Jerusalem was

in the hands of Mohammedan s , passed through
many vic iss itudes , bu t l ived to see the Holy Land
conquered by the Chr ist ian Kn ights . I t then re

ce ived many access ions from the Crusaders , who ,

laying as ide the i r arms
,
devoted themselves to the

pious avocat ion of attending the s ick . I t was then ,
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in the year 1099 , that Gerard , the Rector of the

Hospital , induced the brethren to take upon them
selves the vows of povert

y,
obedience and chast i ty .

The habi t se lected for the Order was a pla in black
robe

,
bear ing a whi te cross of e igh t po ints on the

left breast .
Raymond de Puy succeeded Gerard and proposed

a change in the character of the society
,
by which

it should become a M i l itary Order , devoted to act ive
labors in the field and the protect ion of Palest ine
from the encroachmen t of the infidels . This propo
s it ion was warmly approved by Baldwyn , the king
of Jerusalem

,
who,

harassed by a cont inual war
fare

,
gladly accepted this addit ion to his forces .

The Order having thus been organ ized on a mil itary
bas is

,
the members took a new oath

,
by which they

bound themselves to defend the cause of Chr is t ian
i ty

,
but on no account to bear arms for any other

purpose .

“ This was in the same year that the an

cien t Order of Templars was organ i zed and in the

same city.

”

This act ,
'done in 1 1 18

,
is cons idered as the be

ginn ing of the establ ishmen t of the Order of

Kn igh ts Hospi tal lers of St . John
,
of which Ray

mond DePuy is , by all histor ians , deemed the firs t
Grand Mas ter . They der ived the i r t i tle from the

church and monas tery built at Jerusa lem in 1048

by the founders of the Order , and dedicated to St .
John the Bapt is t . The history of the Kn igh ts from
this t ime to the midd le of the s ixteen th century
is but a chron icle of con t inued warfare with the

enemies of the Christ ian fai th . W hen Jerusalem
was captured by Saladin in 1 187, the Hospitallers
ret ired to Margat , a town and fortress of Palest ine
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which s t i l l acknowledged the Chr is t ian sway . At
th is epoch

,
the Hospital lers suffered much from

the i r disputes and r iva l r ies wi th the Templars ;but
in t imes of danger both brotherhoods gave the i r
best blood in de fense of the common cause . In I 19 1
they made Acre the i r pr inc ipal place of res idence ,
and in 1 29 1 , after the fal l of that c i ty, they fled to
the is land of Cyprus

,
where they establ ished the i r

convent . I t was there they
.became a mar it ime

power
,
having the i r own flee ts and winn ing the i r

own victor ies in the eastern Medi terranean . In

t ime the i r res idence in Cyprus became unpleasant .
The king

,
by heavy taxes and other r igorous exac

t ions
,
had so disgusted them

,
that early in the four

teenth century they le ft and se i zed the is land of

Rhodes
,
where they es tabl ished the i r power and de

fied the Tu rks for more than two hundred years . In

the latter part of 1 522 they were attacked by - the

Turkish forces and surrendered . The Kn ights were
permi t ted to ret i re wi th all the i r personal property ,
whence they sa i led away and sough t refuge in the

is land of Crete or Candia ; from there to Mes s ina
in the is land of S ic i ly

,
and then to the ma in land of

I taly
,
where

,

‘

after seven years ’ negot iat ions wi th
Emperor Charles V . of Germany

,
they obta ined

complete con trol of the is land of Mal ta
,
and in 1 530

they took forma l pos sess ion . From this t ime the

Order rece ived the name of
“ Kn igh ts of Ma lta .

”

The sea - born pos se ss ion they converted into a

fortress which
,
in spi te of the most s trenuous efforts

of the Turks
, was he ld by the Kn ights unt i l 1 798 ,

when i t was surrendered wi thout a struggle by
Louis de Hompesch

,
the imbeci le and pus i l lan imous

Grand Master
,
to the French army and fleet under
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changes his name to Abraham , institutes c ircumc ision , and

prom ises Isaac by Sarai , whom he cal ls Sarah (Gen . xvi . ,

xvi i ) . In 1896 B . C . I saac is born, and four years later
Abraham sends Ishmae l and Hagar away by request of

Sarah . In 1859 B . C . Sarah d ies , and Abraham ,
five years

later
,
marries Keturah , by whom he had s ix sons . In 182 1

B . C . Abraham d ies at the age of 175 years, and is buried
in the cave of Machpe lah . I shmae l d ies in 1 773 B . C.

,
at

the age of 1 37 years .

In 1856 B . C . Isaac marries Rebekah , and in 1836 B . C .

twin sons were born
,
whom they cal led Jacob and Esau

(Gen . Isaac d ies at Hebron in 1 7 16 B . C. ,
aged

180 years, and is buried in the tomb of Abraham by h is

two sons (Ge n .

In 1753 B . C . Jacob marries Leah and Rache l , and has

six sons and one daughter by Leah : Reuben , Simeon , Levi ,
Judah

,
Isaachar , Zebulun and Dinah ; two sons by Rache l

’

s

handmaid B ilhah : Dan and Naphtal i ; two by Zi lpah ,
Leah ’s handmaid : Gad and Asher ; two by Rachel : Joseph
and Benjam in . In 1689 B . C . Jacob dies in Egypt , aged

and was buried in Canaan (Gen . 1. 6

Acre—A c ity of the tribe of Asher ( Judg . i . I t
was cal led by the Phoen icians , Accho ; by the Greeks ,
Ptolemais , from one of the Ptolem ies , who enlarged and

beautified it . The Cru saders gave it the name o f Acre ,

or St . John of Acre . It is cal led Akka by the Turks . It
is a c ity and seaport of Syria, and is on the Med iterranean ,

th irty m i les south o f Tyre . I t was the “

K ey to Palestine ,

”

and has been the scene o f many famous s ieges and battle s .

It was taken by the Crusaders in 1 100
,
and retaken bv

the Saracens in 1 1 87. In 1 19 1 it was recovered by the

Crusaders ( under Gu ido of Jerusalem ,
Ph il ip of France ,

and R ichard the Lion - hearted of England ) , and he ld by
them ti l l they were final ly driven out of Palestine in 1 29 1 .

It was the last fortified place wrested from the Christians
by the Turks .
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Aho l iab—A sk i l l fu l art ificer o f the

’

tr ib e o f D an , who

was appointed ,
together w ith Bezalee l , to construct the

tabernacle in the
’

wilderness and the ark of the covenant
.

Ama lekites—A nomad ic and warl ike people , o ccupy
ing, at the time of the Exodus , the Sinaitic peninsula and

the wilderness between Egypt and Palestine . They l ived
general ly in m igrating parties , in caves or tents , l ike the

Bedaween Arabs of the present day. The I srae l ites had
scarce ly passed the Red S ea when the Amalekites attacked
them at Rephidim , and s lew those who

,
through fatigue

or weakness , lagged beh ind ,
but were signal ly de feated in

the final attack . They came again into confl ict with a part
o f the I srae lites on the border of the prom ised land ; and
after four hundred years Saul attacked and destroyed the

greater part of them . The remnant that escaped , David
de feated on several occas ions ;and final ly they were blotted
out by the Simeonites in the time of Hezekiah .

Ammon ites—They were the descendants of Ammon ,

or Ben - Amm i
, the son of Lot by h is youngest daughter

(Gen . xix . They destroyed an ancient race of giants
cal led Zamzummim

,
and seized their country , wh ich lay

east o f the Jordan between the rivers Arnon and Jabbok ,
and adjoining the northern part of Moab . The ir ch ie f
city was Robbah , wh ich stood on the Jabbok , fi fty - five m i les
E . NE . of Jerusalem . Yet in the time of Moses they had
been driven out of th is region , toward the east , by the

Amorites . About the year 1 187 B . C . the Ammonites
greatl y oppres s ed the I srae l ites , and Jephthah , who had
been expe l led from home bv h is bro thers on account o f
h is i l legi timate b irth and gone to the land of Tob , a d is

trie t beyond the Jordan , where he had
’

b ecome the ch ie f o f
a band of brigands , was inv ited by the I srae l ites to become
their commander. He accepted the invitation on the con

d ition that he should remain their ruler i f he de feated the

Ammonites . The victory was complete , and hence he ruled
I63
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or was j udge over the country the rest of h is l i fe . A most
aff ecting incident in h is l i fe was his devoting h is daughter
to God as a sacrifice in consequence of a rash vow ( Judg .

Amorites—A people descended from Emer, the fourth
son of Canaan (Gen . x . They first peopled the

mountains west of the Dead S ea, near Hebron ; but after
wards

'

extended the ir l im its and took possession of the

finest provinces of Moab and Ammon, on the east between
the brooks of Jabbok and Arnon . Moses took th is country
from their king Sihon . The lands wh ich the Amorites
possessed on the west side of the Jordan were given to

the tribe of Judah , and those on the east, to the tribes of

Reuben and Gad . The Amorites were afterwards subdued
by Joshua

,
but he was not ab le to exterm inate them . They

appear to have been long hostile to the I srae l ites , but in
Solomon’

s time were reduced to a tributary condition .

Ant ioch—An anc ient c ity and the former capital of

Syria, s ituated on a ferti le and beauti fu l plain on the left
bank of the river Orontes . It was founded in 30 1 B . C. ,

and named after Antiochus , a general in the Syrian army
and father of Se leucus N icator

, the founder of the Syrian
monarchy. I t was the favorite res idence of the kings of

Syria and was cal led “Antioch the Beauti ful . ” It was
widely ce lebrated for the splendor of its luxury and the

magn ificence of its palaces and temples . The population
in the time of its greatest prosperity is supposed to have
been or more . It has been vis ited by several earth
quakes and is now nearly ru ined . The d isc iples of Christ
were first cal led Christians in Antioch

,
wh ich occupies a

prom inent pos ition in the h istory c f the prim itive church
as the scene of the labors of the apostle Paul . The Cru

s aders took Antioch from the Saracens in 1098 , after wh ich
i t was the capital of a Ch ristian prmc1pality unti l 1 269 .

Its situation , am id innumerable groves and smal l streams ,
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and from there to Ekron . In 1 1 1 5 B . C. it was taken to

the land of Beth - shemesh , and from there to Kirj ath - j earim
,

a city of the Gibeonites , about nine m i les northeast of

Jerusalem ,
and placed in the house of Abinadab

, a Levite
( I . S am . iv . In 1045 B . C . the ark was taken to

the house of Obed - edom
,
a Genti le ( I I , S am . vi . and

in the same year it was carried under King David ’

s instruc

tions to Jerusalem ,
where it was placed in a temporary

tabernacle ( I . Chron . xv .
,
xvi ) .

Athe ls tan—An ab le Anglo - Saxon k ing of England ,

born about 895 A . D ., was the natural son of Edward the

Elder
,
and a grandson of E lfred the Great . He began to

reign in 925 , and was the first actual sovere ign of all

England . On the death o f S igtric , king of Northumbria,

A the ls tan annexed that country . A league w as form ed
against him by the Welsh , Scots and Picts

,
whom he de

feated in a great battle at Brunenburg ,
in 937. He reigned

over nearly all the island , except Scotland and Wales . He

promoted learn ing and civi l ization
,
and was reputed one

of the wisest of the Anglo - Saxon k ings . He d ied without
i ssue October 27, 940 ,

and was succeeded by h is brother
Edmund .

.
Athanas ius—Saint

,
a celebrated Greek Father of the

church
,
was born at A lexandria about A . D . 296 . His

education was d irected by A lexander, archb ishop of A lexan
dria . A fter he had been ordained as a deacon he was ap

pointed a member of the General Counc i l of Nice (A . D ,

in wh ich ‘

Ie d istingu ished h imsel f by his eloquence ,

learning
, and zeal against Arianism ( a denial that the S on

was co - essential and co - eternal with the Father) .

Bacchus (Gr . ,
D ionysus )—The youth ful and beauti ful

god of wine
,
said to be the son of Jupiter. He taught men

the culture of the vine
,
and first produced from grapes

an intox icating drink . His worsh ip was spread over many
166



SUPPLEMENTAL ENCYCLOPE DIA

countries of the world ,
and the myth of Bacchus was

various ly modified by d iff erent peoples .

Baldwyn Encampment—An o riginal Encampment of
Kn ights Templar at B ri s tofi in England ,

said to have
been establ ished from time immemorial . (No doubt the
Masonified [excuse the term"l ineal descendant of the Pre
ceptories of the th irteenth century . S ee Knights Templar,
Mason ic , page Four other Encampments o f the same
character are said to have ex i sted in London , Bath , York
and Sal isbury . The Kn ights of Bristo l were we l l - to - do

and had large possess ions in that ancient city. In the

e ighteenth century the Duke of Su ssex received from the
“ Order of the Temple ,

”

at Paris, the degree of Kn ights
Templar and the authority to establ ish a Grand Conclave
in England . He did so ; and convened that body once ,

only once . Hi s authority came from the Templars of

France , who pro fessed to have continued the Order by
authority of a charter given by James de Molay to Lar

menins . During the remaining years of h is l i fe as Grand
Master

,
Templarism had no activity in England ,

for he
,
for

some cau se or other, d iscountenanced all Christian and

ch ivalric Masonry . A fter his death some o f h is officers
and fol lowers reso lved

'

to rescue the Order from its de

graded position ,
and several o f the Encampments met and

formed the Grand Conclave of England .

In the meantime , of the five original Encampments of

England ,
who claimed to be the genu ine representatives

of the Kn ights of the Temple , four had expired ,
leaving

Bristol the sole re l ic of the Order, w ith the exception o f

the Encampments that had been created in various parts
o f the country , not holding under any legitimate authority

,

but raised by Kn ights who had been created in the Baldwyn
Encampment at Bristo l .
Under these circumstances the Knights of Baldwyn ,

fee l
ing that their place was at the head of the Order, would
not yield precedence to the Encampment of Observance
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( the original Encampment of the Duke o f Sus sex ) , derived
from a foreign and spuriou s source , the so - cal led Order
of the Temple in Paris , and re fused to send representatives
to the form ing o f the Grand Conclave of England . They
also re fused to acknowledge its authority in Bri stol until
such time as their claim should be treated with the con

sideration they be l ieved i t deserved .

In 1857 the Knights at Bristo l sought a reconcil iation
with the Grand Conclave

'

of England ,
but were refused .

They then in the same year “ revived ”

the
“ Ancient Supreme

Grand and Royal Encampment of Masonic Kn ights Tem
plar,” with a constituency of seven bod ies . But th is body
d id not have a very long ex istence

,
for in 1 860 the Camp

at Baldwyn surrendered its independence ,
and became a

rcogn ized constituent of the Grand Conclave o f England
and Wales .

B e lshazzar—W as the son of Nabonad ius
, the s ixth and

last king of the second Babylonian period . H is mother
was a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar

, and probably the widow
of Nerig lissar, the fourth king o f the period . When o f

sufficient age he was assoc iated w ith h is father . on the

throne , and in the Book of Danie l is there fore cal led king .

The n ight of the fal l of Babylon
, 538 B . C .

,
he made an

impious feast, at wh ich he and his court iers drank out

of - the sacred vesse ls wh ich had been carried away from
the temple at Jeru salem by Nebuchadnezzar . He was ter

rified by the apparition of the
, hand wh ich wrote upon

the wal l ; and in the same night was s lain , and the city
taken by Cyru s of Persia . The importance of Babylon
rapidly decl ined soon a fter its capture by Cyrus , for he
made Su sa the capital o f his kingdom .

“ There was a town
on its site unti l the fourth century

, and many Jews dwe lt
there .

” But from th is time onward Babylon ceases almost
to be mentioned ; even its ruins have not been d iscovered
unti l w ith in the last two centuries . It is in fested by nox ious
animals , and perhaps in no place under heaven is the contrast
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of that is land . When Caesar invaded the is land in 55 B .

C. , he found in it two d iff erent peoples—the interior was
occupied by the prim itive or indigenous Ce ltic inhabitants

,

who had been driven back from the coasts by a people of

probable Goth ic descent . The latter had co lon ized the

southeast part of the is land ,
and were less numerou s than

the Ce ltic Britons . Caesar was the first who gave the

name Britann ia to th is is land ,
wh ich be fore his time was

called A lbion . The language o f the southern Ce ltic Britons
was very s im i lar to the present We l sh .

“

The Gauls and

Britons
,

”

says R . G . Lotham,

“

are fundamental popula
tions of the British Is les .

”

The Picts were e ither aboriginal
or intrusive . I f aboriginal

,
they were ,

l ike the Gauls and

Britons
,
Ce ltic . The re l igion of the island was Dru id ism .

Byb los—A seaport and district of Phoenic ia ,
north of

B eyroot , whos e Scriptura l or H ebrew nam e was Geba l .
The inhab itants were ca l led Gib l ites , and deno ted in the

H ebrew word rendered “

s tone - s quarers ” in I . Kings v .

18 . The ir land and
’

al l Lebanon w ere ass igned to the

I srae l ites ,
bu t never fu l l y posses sed . I t was an impor

tan t p lace , and the s eat o f the worsh ip o f Thammuz .

Caesarea—A city s ituated on the coast of the Mediter

ranean S ea, between Joppa and Tyre . It was anciently a

smal l place cal led the Tower o f Strato, but rebui lt w ith
great splendor, and strongly fortified by Herod the Great ,
who formed a harbor by constructing a vast breakwater,
adorned the city with many state ly bu ild ings , and named
it Caesarea in honor of Caesar. Th is city was the capital
of Judea during the re ign of Herod the Great and of Herod
Agrippa I . , and was al so the seat of the Roman power
wh ile Judea was governed as a province of the empire . It
is now a heap of ru ins .

Canaan—The land peopled by Canaan , the son of Ham

and grand son of Noah (Gen . ix . His numerou s pos
I70
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ferity seem to have occupied Zidon first
, and thence spread

in Syria and Canaan . Th is country has at d ifferent periods
been cal led by various names

,
e ither from its inhabitants

o r some c ircumstances comk cted with its h istory .

( 1 )
“

The land o f Canaan
,

” from Canaan , who d ivided
it among his sons

, each o f whom became the head of a

numerous tribe
,
and ultimate ly of a d istinct people . Th is

d id not at first include any land east of the Jordan (Gen .

x .
,
xi . )
( 2 )

“

The land o f prom ise ,

” from the prom ise given to

Abraham that his posterity should possess it (Heb . xi . 9 ;

Gen . xi i .

3 ) These be ing termed Hebrews , the region in wh ich
they dwe lt was cal led “

the land of the Hebrews ” (Gen . XI.

(4 )
“

The land of I srae l
,

” from the I srae l ites , or pos

ferity of Jacob, having settled there . This name compre
hends all that tract o f ground , on each s ide o f the Jordan ,

wh ich God gave for an inheritance to the Hebrews . At a
later age th is term was o ften restficted to the territory of

the ten tribes ( Ezek . xxvii . I 7 ) .

( 5 )
“

The land of Judah .

” Th is at first comprised on ly
the regi on wh ich was al lotted to the tribe of Judah . A fter
the separation of the ten tribes , the land wh ich be longed
to Judah and Benj am in ,

who formed a separate kingdom ,

was d istingu ished by the appe l lation of
“

the land of Judah ,”

or Judea
,
wh ich latter name the whole country ,

retained

during the ex istence of the second temple , and under the
dom in ion o f the Romans .

(6 )
“ Ho ly Land .

” Th is name appears to have been
used by the Hebrews after the Babylonish captivity ( Zech .

xv . I4 ) .

( 7 )
“ Palestine” (Ex . xv . a name derived from the

Phi l istines , who settled on the borders of the Med iterranean .

A name subsequently given to the whole country , though
the Ph il istines in fact possessed only a smal l part of it . By
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heathen writers , the Ho ly Land has been various ly termed
Pa lestine ,

Syria and Phoenic ia . Canaan was bounded on

the west by the Med iterranean S ea, north by Mount Leba
non and Syria, east by Arabia Deserta,

and south by Edom
and the desert of Z in and Paran . Its extreme length was
about one hundred and e ighty m i les

,
and its average width

about s ixty - five . The so il of Canaan was h ighly productive ,

Ol ives , figs , vines and pomegranates grew in abundance ;
the h il ls were clothed w ith flocks and herds

, and the val leys
were covered with corn . The land of prom ise was cur

rently described as
“ flow ing w ith m ilk and honey.

” There
were e leven tribes

, the l ineal descendants of the patriarch
Canaan .

Canaan was conquered from the Canaanites by the He

brews under Joshua,
1450 B . C. ,

who d ivided it into twe lve
confederate states accord ing to the tribes . Saul united
it into one kingdom ,

and David en larged its territories .

In 975 B . C . it was d ivided into the kingdoms o f Israe l
and Judah

,
the latter cons isting of the tribes of Judah and

Benjam in , and the former of the rest o f the tribes . Assyria
cru shed the northern kingdom of I srae l about 72 1 B . C. .

and Babylon cru shed the southern kingdom o f Israe l about
588 B . C . Since then the country has been under foreign
dom ination

,
w ith hard ly more than the shadow of independ

ence at any time . Pers ians
,
Greeks and Romans succeeded

one another in the mastery . In the time of Christ under
the Romans

,
there were four provinces—Gal ilee ,

Samaria
and Judea on the west s ide of the Jordan ,

and Perea on

the east s ide . Since A . D . 637 , when Pa lestine was con

quered by the Saracens , it has , with l ittle interruption , been
under Mohammedan power .

Ceres—The Roman name o f the goddes s of grain , fru it
and agriculture ;identical with the Grec ian Demeter. Cere s
was the mother of Proserpine .

Chaldeans—S ee CHALDEA .
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Cyrus
—Surnam ed The Great , was the founder o f the

Pers ian Empire . He was the son of Cambyses , king of

Pers ia, and Mandane
,
daughter of Astyages , king of the

Medes . The habits and manners of the two peoples were
al ike

,
and the general motives of war were , for the most

part
,
wanting between them . No doubt there was certain

dependency—po l itical , and perhaps tributary—of the Per

sian up0n the Median kings . For the purpose of educatiori

and to learn refinement of manners , young Cyrus was

placed in charge of his grand father, Astyages , at the court
of the Medes . Accord ing to a trad ition

,
Astyages was

alarmed by a dream wh ich portended that the off spring of

Mandane would become king, or conquer Media,
and he

commanded an offi cer named Harpagu s to kil l Cyrus .

Harpagus promised to obey the order, but privily com

mitted the boy to the care of a herdsman , who brought
him up with h is own ch i ldren . Cyrus , having d iscovered
the secret of his b irth and having inured h imse l f to the

hardy habits of the warl ike Persians
,
incited the latter to re

vol t against the King of Media . With the encouragement
and assistance of his father, who was k il led during the great
battle ,

he de feated Astyages , destroyed his army and took
him prisoner. The victory was so complete and overwhelm
ing that h is ch ie fs and generals gathered around h im on the

battlefie ld and proc laimed h im K ing of Med ia and Pers ia .

During hi s re ign , among the many of h is exploits was the
capture of Babylon in 538 B . C . In 536 B . C . he issued
that famous ed ict whereby the Jewish captives who had

been deported to Babylon were perm itted to return to Jeru
salem and rebu ild their temple .

Herodotus states that Cyrus afterwards invaded the coun
try of the Scyth ians , who were ruled by Queen Tomyris ,
and that he gained several victories over her , but was
drawn into an ambush and ki l led in 529 B . C. He was

succeeded by his son Cambyses .
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The kingdoms of Persia, Med ia and Babylon were con

nected by royal fam ily ties from the time of Nabopolassar

to that of Darius , by the m
g
rriage of Nebuchadnezzar

,

son of Nabopolassar and King of Babylon , to Amyitis ,

daughter of Astyages , King of Media . Cambyses , King
of Persia, married Mandaue , daughter of Astyages , King
of Media. Cyru s the Great was the son of King Cambyses
and Mandane and the grandson of Astyages , King of Media .

Belshazzar was the son of Nabona
’

dius
,
King of Babylon,

and the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.

Damas cus—A ce lebrated m etropo l is of Syria, and now

probably the o ldest c ity on the globe . It stands on the

river Barada, in a beauti ful and ferti le plain on the east
and southeast of Ante - Lebanon . Th is plain i s about fi fty
m iles in c ircumference ; it is open to the desert of Arabia
on the south and east, and is bounded on the other s ides
by the mountains . It is sti l l ce lebrated, w ith the surround
ing country, by al l trave lers as one of the most beautiful
and luxuriant regions in the world . The Orientals them ~

se lves cal l it the “ Paradise on earth .

” It is the most pure ly
Oriental city yet remain ing of all that are named in the

B ible . Its publ ic bu i ld ings and bazaars are fine ; and many
private dwe l l ings , though outward ly mean ,

are decorated
w ith in in a style of the most costly luxury . Its posit ion
has made it from the very first a commercial c ity ; huge
caravans assemble here at intervals , and traverse , j ust as

of old , the desert routes to remote c ities .

Darius , K ing of Pers ia—The
'

successor of Cvrus and

Cambyses (Ahasueru s ) on the throne of Pers ia, Babylon
and Media, was the son of Hystaspes , a member o f the

noble fam i ly of Achzemen idae . He was one of the seven
noble Persians who conspired against and ki lled the usur

per Smerdis (Artaxerxes ) , whom he succeeded In 52 1 B . C .

He married two daughters of Cyrus the Great , and organ
ized the extens ive empire which Cyru s and Cambyses had
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enlarged by conque st . He preserved the friend ly pol icy o f

h is predecessor Cyru s , in re ference to the Jews , and con

firmed the decrees o f that monarch , wh ich had been revoked
during the reign o f Artaxerxes , by a new ed ict . In the

second year of his re ign , Haggai and Zechariah , encouraged
by th is edict , induced the ir countrymen to resume the work
of restoring the temple ,

which was finished four years after
wards . Darius d ied in the year 485 B . C . and was suc

ceeded by his son Xerxes .

Darius the Median—S ee Book of Daniel , chaps . v . , vi .

Desert , or W i lderness—The Scriptures
, by desert , gen

eral ly mean an uncultivated place . a wi lderness , or graz ing
tract. Some deserts were actual ly dry and barren ; others
were beauti ful , and had good pastures . David speaks of

the beauty of the desert ( Psa . lxv . 1 2
,

Des ert of Kadish—S ee W ILDER N ESS OF PARAN .

Desert of Z in—S ee WILDERNESS OF PARAN .

D ionysus—S ee BACCHUS .
E dom (Gr . ,

Idumea)—S ee EDOM ITES .

E domit es—They were the d es cendan ts of Jacob ’s tw in
brother Esau ( cal led Edom ) , and inhabited a territory
bounded on the north by Judea and on the west by the
Med iterranean S ea . I t was cal led Edom , or , in Greek , Idu
mea . At one time it comprised parts of Judea as far

north as Hebron , and in Arabia the pen insula of Petraea .

It was annexed to Judea by David and later by the

Maccabees . The re lations between the Jews and the Edom
ites were always hosti le and ful l of hatred, even after the

Jews had rece ived an Edom ite dynasty in the son of Herod
the Great , in whose time the Edom ites were , however,
Jews in rel igion (Gen .

F at imites—A fam i ly of Arab ian cal iphs, who took their
name from the fact that they claimed descent from Fatima ,
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the repast and after it various entertainments were provided ;
enigmas were proposed ,

eastern tales were told ;mus ic and
h ired dancers , and o ften excessive d rinking, etc. , occupied
the time .

F east of the Passover—S ee FEASTS .
Feast of the Pentecost—S ee FEAS Ts .

F east of th e S abbath—S ee FEASTS .
F east of the Tab ernacle—S ee FEA STS .

Geda l iah—A son of Ah ikam , appointed by Nebuchadnez
zar to govern Judea after the destruction of Jerusalem .

Like his father
, he honored and befriended Jerem iah . He

began the adm in istration of his government at Mizpeh w ith
w isdom ,

but in two months was treacherous ly murdered
by one Ishmae l ( Jer .

Gib eonites—S ee GIBEON .

G ibeon—A city of the Hivites ( descendants of Canaan ) ,
afterwards a Levitica l c ity in the tribe of Benjam in . I t
lay near Geba and Gebeah ,

and is sometimes wrongly taken
for Geba . Its Canaanite inhabitants secured a treaty w ith
Joshua and the e lders of I srae l by stratagem ,

and were
made hewers of wood for the sanctuary . Here the taber
nacle was set up for many years . It stood on an em inence ,

S IX m iles
’

north of Jerusalem . The inhabitants were cal led
Gibeonites .

Goshen—S ee LAND OF GOSHEN .

Haran—An ancient ‘ city, cal led in the New Testament
Charran , s ituated in the northwest part of Mesopotam ia.

Here , after leaving Ur, Abraham dwe l t til l his father Terah
d ied ; and to th is old homestead I saac sent for a w i fe , and
Jacob fled from the wrath of

' Esau . Haran was rav

aged by the Assyrians in the time of Hezekiah ( 7 13 B .

Here al so Crassus
, the Roman general , was defeated and

kil led by the Parth ians ( 53 B . The Parth ians were
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great horsemen and would seem to have borne no very dis
tant resemblance to the modern Cossacks . It is said they
were e ither re fugees or exi l

g
s from the Scyth ian nation .

Harran, as it is now cal led ,
15 s ituated on a branch of the

Euphrates , in a flat and sandy plain , and is only peopled
by a few wandering Arabs , who select it for the de l icious
water it furnishes .

Hebrews—That branch of the posterity of Abraham
whose home was in the land of promise . The name Hebrew
is first appl ied toAbraham in Gen . xv . 1 3 , and is general ly
supposed to have been derived from Heber, the last of the
long - l ived patriarchs . Heber outl ived S ix generations of

h i s descendants , including Abraham h imse l f, after whose
death he was for some years the only surv iving ancestor
of Isaac and Jacob . Hebrews appears to have been the

name by wh ich the Jew ish people was known to fore igners ,
in d istinction from their common domestic name , “

the ch i l
dren of I srae l .” The name of Jews

,
derived from Judah ,

was afterwards appl ied to them as inhabitants of Judea.

Hebron—On of the most ancient cities of Canaan , being
bu ilt seven years be fore Tan is , the capital o f Lower Egypt .
I t was anciently cal led Mamre

,
and was a favorite res idence

of the patriarchs Abraham , I saac and Jacob . Here , too ,

they were buried . Under Joshua and Caleb the Israe l ites
conquered it from the Canaan ites , and it was afterwards
made a Levitical city of re fuge . It was David ’

s seat o f

government during the seven years when he re igned over
Judah only . Here

’

Absalom raised the standard of revo lt .
It was fort ified by Rehoboam ,

the son and successor of

Solomon .

At present Hebron is an unwal led c ity of about
inhabitants , of whomsome 600 are Jews and the remainder
Turks and Arabs . It l ies in a deep valley and on the ad

jacent h il lside
,
in the ancient h il l country of Judea , about

twenty m iles south of Jerusalem . Its modern name , E l
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Khul il
,
is the same wh ich the Mos lems give to Abraham

,

“

the friend of God
”

; and they profess to hold in their
keeping the burial - place of the patriarchs , the “ cave of

Machpe lah .

” It is covered by a smal l mosque surrounded
by a stone structure 60 feet h igh ,

1 50 feet wide , and 200

feet long . With in th is no Christian is perm itted to enter :
but it is evidently of very h igh antiqu ity, and may ,

we l l
be regarded as enclos ing the true s ite of the ancient tomb .

The environs of the city are very fert ile , furn ish ing the

finest vineyards in Palestine , numerous plantations of o l ive
and other fru it trees and excellent pasturage .

Horus—The ch ild of Osiris and I sis . He came into the
world to avenge his father. As a youth he takes the name
of Buto . Then he becomes the Strong Horu s , the great
he lper

, the pil lar of the world . Horu s was the god of l ight .
turning the gloom of w inter into the verdure and l ife of

spfi ng .

Ho ly Land—S ee CANAAN (Par.

Ishmae l—S ee I SHMAELITES .

Ishmae l ites—The descendants of Ishmael , the son of

Abraham and Hagar, who was born in the year 19 10 B .

'

C.

Hagar was the Egyptian handmaid of Abraham ’

s wife
Sarah . I shmae l was at first regarded as

“

the son of the

prom ise ,” but after the b irth and weaning of I saac , he was
driven from his father’s hou se , at the age of about seventeen ,

and with h is mother took the ir way towards Egypt . her na

tive land . Overcome w ith heat and thirst , and then miracu
lously rel ieved (Gen . xxi . ) he remained in the wi lderness of
Paran

,

“

and h is mother took him a w ife out of the land of

Egypt ,
”

and he became the father of twe lve sons , heads of

Arab tribes . He seems to have become on friend ly terms
with I saac , and to have attended at the bedside of the ir dying
father. At his own death he was 1 37 years old . The

I shmae l ites were said in the days of Moses to have dwe lt in
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of the h il l of Zion for a considerable time after the conquest
of Canaan, and even after the storm ing of Jeru salem , wh ile
the tribes of Judah and Benjam in occupied the lower c ity .

They were final ly d ispossessed by David . The name of

Jerusalem is first mentioned in Josh . x . I . It l ies upon
the original border of Judah and Benjam in , the l ine of

wh ich runs through the Val ley of Hinnom , so that Zion
and the northern city lay w ith in the territory of Benj am in .

Its h istorical importance dates from the time of David ,
who

there fixed his res idence , cal l ing it by the name of the

“ City of David ,
” transport ing to it the ark of the covenant .

The bu i ld ing of the temple under So lomon was the con

summation of the dign ity and hol iness of Jeru salem , wh ich
was further enlarged , strengthened ,

and beautified by th is
king and his succes sors . It suffered a d im inution of pol itical
importance through the revol t and secession of the ten

tribes , from wh ich date its h istory i s identified with that
of the kingdom of .Judah . It was pil laged (97 1 B . C . ) by
Shishak , King of Egypt ; by Joash , King of I srael ; and
final ly ( 588 B . C . ) it was taken , after a s iege of three years ,
by Nebuchadnezzar, who razed its wal ls and destroyed
the temple and palaces by fire . Having been rebu ilt after
the Captivity ( 536 B . it was again taken and pi l laged
under Pto lemy Lagos ( 320 B . an Egyptian king, who
carried thousands away slaves to Egypt . Antiochus IV .

succeeded to the throne of Sy ria in 1 76 B . C . and del iberate ly
began to plan the extingu ishment of the Jewish people . He

sent an army to Jeru salem , wh ich entered on a Sabbath
day ( 168 B . made havoc of the inhabitants and leveled
the city wal ls . Pompey took the city ( 63 B . put
of the inhab itants to the sword

,
and razed the wal ls to the

ground . A few years later ( 56 B . C . ) it was pil laged by
Crassu s ; and from these beginnings date the continued
series of Roman aggressions , wh ich term inated in the

complete destruction of the city and d ispersion of the Jewish
race under Vespasian and Titus , A . D . 70 .
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Jethro—“Mos es
’ father- in - law ,

”

a shepherd prince or

pries t of Mid ian . When the Hebrews were at Moun t
Sinai he v is ited Mos e s , gave h im some w is e counse l as to
the governm en t o f the tribe and then returned to h is own
people . Jethro was a wo h iper o f God , and som e infer
that he was a des cendant of Abraham through Mid ian .

Jones , In igo—One of the mos t ce lebrated of Engl ish
arch itects and hen ce cal led the V itruv ius o f England . He

was born at London Ju l y 1 5 , 1 573 , and d ied June 2 1 , 1652 ,

in the s eventy - n in th year of h is age . He was su cces s ive l y
the arch itect of three kings—Jam es Char l es I . and

Char l es I I . , and during h is long career superintended the
erection o f many o f the mos t magn ificen t pub l ic and pri
vate ed ifices in England , among wh ich w as the o ld church
o f St . Pau l ’s . He was e lected Grand Mas ter under James
I . in 1607 . During h is adm in is tration s evera l l earned
men w ere in itiated into the Order

,
and th e so c iety con

s iderab ly increas ed in con s equence and reputation . The

Commun icat ion s o f the F ratern itv were es tab l ished , and

the annua l fes t ival s regu larly obs erved .

Joppa—One of the mos t anc ien t seaports in the world .

I t w as a border town o f the tribe of D an
,
on th e coas t of

the Med iterranean S ea , about th irty—fiv e m i les northwes t
o f Jeru s a lem . H ere , accord ing to the c las s ica l myth

,
i t

was that Androm eda w as chained to the rock , and ex

poesd to the s ea mons ter ; a s tory that has been sup

pos ed to Shadow ou t in an obs cure way ,
the - ear l y in

tercours e between Greece and Syria . Its harbor is

Shoa l and unpro tected from the w inds ; but on ac

coun t of its conven ien ce to Jeru s a lem i t becam e the

princ ipa l port o f Judea and is s ti l l the great land ing
p lace o f p i l grim s . H ere the materia ls for bu i ld ing both
the fi rs t

'

and the s econd temple , s en t from Lebanon and

Tyre , were landed . Joppa was tw ice des troyed by th e

Romans . I t attain ed i ts h ighes t pro sperity in th e times
o f the Crusad es

,
when it became the prin c ipa l land ‘
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ing
- place of the warriors o f Chris tendom . In 1799 it was

stormed and sacked by the French, and twe lve hundred
Turkish prisoners , said to have broken their parole

,
were

put to death . The pre sent town of Joppa
,
sometimes cal led

Jaffa, or Yafa , is Situated on a promontory j utting out into
the sea

,
rising to the he ight of about one hundred and fi fty

feet, crowned with a fortress , and offering on all s ides pic
turesque and varied prospects . The town i s wal led round
on the south and east , toward the land , and partial ly so on

the north and west , toward the sea. The inhabitants are

mostly Turks and Arabs .

Joseph of Arimath ea—A native of Arimathea,
but at

the time of
'Christ ’s cruc ifix ion a resident of Jerusalem .

He was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrim ,
and opposed

in vain the ir action in condemn ing the Saviour ( Luke xx iii .
When all was over he “ went in bold ly unto Pilate , and

craved the body of Jesus .

” It was now n ight and the

Jewish Sabbath was at hand . He there fore , with the aid

of Nicodemus , wrapped the body in spices for the time , and

laid i t in his own tomb .

K abba lah—The mystical ph i losophy or theosophy of the

Jews is cal led the Kabbalah . The word is derived from
the Hebrew lzabal

,
s ign i fying to rece ive , because it is the

doctrine rece ived from the e lders . Practical ly Speaking, the
doctrine of Kabbalah re fers to the system handed down by
oral transm ission

,
and is nearly al l ied to trad i tion . It has

sometimes been used in an enlarged sense
,
as comprehending

all the explanations , max ims and ceremonies wh ich have
been traditional ly handed down to the Jews ; but in that
more l im ited acceptation in wh ich it is intimate ly connecteo

with the symbol ic sc ience of Freemasonry, the Kabbalah
may be defined to be a system of ph ilosophy wh ich em

braces certain mystical interpretations of Scripture ,
and

metaphys ical specu lations concerning the De ity,
man

,
and

spiritual be ings . In these interpretations and Speculations ,
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Le t a—The son of Haran, and nephew of Abraham , fol.

lowed h is uncle from Ur, and afterwards from Haran , to

settle in Canaan . Abraham always had a great aff ection
for h im,

and when they could not continue longer together
in Canaan ,

because they both had large flocks and their Shep
herds sometimes quarre led ,

he gave Lot the choice of his

abode . Lot chose the plain of Sodom , wh ich appears then
to have been the most fert i le part of the land . Here he
continued to dwe l l unti l the destru ction of Sodom and the

ad jacent cities (Gen .

Mesopotamia—The Greek name of the country be

tween the rivers Euphrates and the Tigris , northwest of

Babylon ia. In Hebrew,

“Aram - Naha- raim ”

(Aram of the

two rivers ) , or
“ Padan - aram ”

( the plain of Aram ) , or

simply Padan ( the plain ) , in d istinction from the
“ Moun

tains” of Aram . Ararn
,
in "Hebrew, is synonymous w ith

Syria, a large d istrict of Asia, lying , in the w idest accepta
tion of the name, northeast of Palestine , extend ing from
the river Tigris on the east, nearly to the Mediterranean
on the west, and to the Tauru s range on the north . It was

named after Aram , the son of Shem . Thus defined, it
'

ncludes also Mesopotam ia ; that is , in Hebrew , Syria of

the two rivers . Mesopotam ia is a region associated with
the earl iest h istory of the human race both before and after
the flood . Eden was not far off ;Ararat was near to it on
the north

,
and the land of Sh inar on the south . The trave ler

here reaches what is truly
“

the old world ,

”

and is sur

rounded by objects compared w ith wh ich the antiqu ities of

Greece and Rome are modern novelties . Th is was the home
o f the patriarchs who preceded Abraham—Terah , Heber,
Peleg , etc . Here Abraham and Sarah were born , and the

w ives of I saac and Jacob , and most of the sons of Jacob ,

the head s of twelve tribes . Mesopotam ia is also mentioned
in Scripture as the abode of the first Oppressor of Israe l
in the times of the j udges ( Judg. i ii . 8 and in the

history of the wars of David ( I I . S am. x.
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M idd le Ages—Thes e are supposed by the bes t h is to
rians to extend from the year 400 B . C . to the end of the

fi fteenth century, the last important event be ing the doub
l ing of the Cape of Good Hope in 1497 .

M id ian ites—An anc ien t Arab ian race , numerous and

r ich in flocks , herds and camels , the descendants of Mid ian ,

the fourth of the s ix sons of Abraham by Keturah ( Isa.

lx . They appear to have dwe lt main ly to the south of

Moab
, and covered a territory extending to the ne ighbor

hood of Mount Sinai . Mid ian ites were idolators , and

o ften led Israe l astray to worsh ip their gods . They also
not unfrequently rendered the Hebrews tributary and op

pressed them . O ften when the Israe l ites had sown , and the ir
harvest was nearly ready to be gathered in , the Mid ianites
and Amalekites came down l ike locusts in countless swarms ,
w ith their cattle and tents and came l s to devour and carry
off the fru its of the ground ,

and not on ly rob but destroy
their owners . And o ften d id the Jews , lacking the strength
or the faith or the leadersh ip necessary for effectual res ist
ance, seek refuge in mountain dens and caverns til l the in
vaders retired . Gideon was the ir de l iverer in one such

period of oppress ion ( Judg. vi . The Tawarah Arabs,
now dwe l ling in the Sinaitic peninsula, are supposed to be
their descendants .

Moab ites—They were the des cendants of Moab , the
son of Lot by h is e ldest daughter (Gen . xix. An idola
trous people , they were hosti le to the Israe l ites , in spite of

the re lationsh ip between them . The southern boundary of

the Moabites was the brook Zered , wh ich empties into the

southeast corner of the Dead S ea. The ir territory was

about twenty m iles from east to west , and at one time
extended as far north ( fi fty m i les ) as the mountains of

Gilead . They were subdued by David , but regained their
independence after

'

the dismemberment of the Hebrew king
dom, and d isappeared from h istory after the conquest of
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Nebuchadnezzar ( 604 -

56 1 B . The Moabite Stone ,
wh ich ce lebrates the ach ievements of one of the ir kings ,
Masha ( about 900 B . is one of the most interesting
discoveries of modern times . It was found Aug. 19 ,

1868 ,

by the Rev. Mr. K le in ,
at Dh iban , j ust north of the Arnon ,

and is now in London . ( S ee ROSETTA STONE . )

Monk—Original ly , a man who retired from the world
for re l igious med itation and the practice of re l igious duties
in so l itude ; a re l igiou s herm it ; in later years , a m ember
o f a commun ity o r fraternity o f men form ed for the prae
t ice o f re l igiou s d evo tion s and du ties , and bound by the

vow s of poverty, ce l ibacy and obed ience to a superior ;
spec ifica l l y , a regu lar ma le den izen o f a monas tery . The

term monas tery s trict l y in c ludes the abbey
,
the priory ,

nunnery and th e friary , and in th is broad s ens e is syn

onymous w ith conven t . Commun it ies o f a more or les s
monas t ic character in Pa le s tine and Egypt before the

diffus t ion o f Chris t ian ity were the Ess ence and Thera
peu tae .

Essences were mystics , and most of them were ce l ibates .

The greater part o f them l ived by themse lves near the north
west shore o f the Dead S ea . The first distinct trace of them
is about 1 10 B . C.

,
and they d isappear from h istory a fter

the destruction of Jeru salem by the Romans .

Therapeutaes were kindred to ,
though d istinct from ,

the

Essences . The ir ch ie f seat was on Lake Marcotis in Egypt .
They were not strictly ce libate ,

but re j ected w ine and animal
food .

The ordinary Ch ristian l i fe o f the first three centurie s ,
even when not ce l ibate

,
was large ly ascetic and in commu

n ities . Christian monasticism in a definite form originated
in Upper Egypt in the th ird or fourth century w ith St .
Anthony , an em inent anchorite , who is cal led its founder.
The first monks were anchorites ; those who l ived alone ,

in caves and so l itary places in the deserts of Palestine .

Egypt and Syria, to wh ich , in some cases , they were driven
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of supreme love, honor and obed ience to God . They mo lded
the character of the Hebrews and trans formed them from
a nation of shepherds into a people of fixed res idence and

agricultural habits . Through that people , and through the
B ible , the influence of these institutions has been extended
over the world ; and o ften where the letter has not been
observed the spirit of them has been adopted . Thus it was
in the laws establ ished by the Pilgrim Fathers of New Eng

land ;and no smal l part of what is of most value in the

institutions wh ich they founded is to be ascribed to the

influence of the Hebrew legis lator. Moses was the author
of the Pentateuch , as it is cal led , or the first five books of

the B ible . In the composition of them he was probably
assisted by Aaron ,

who kept a register of publ ic transactions .

Mount S inai—S ee S INA I .
N icodemus—A member of the Jewish Sanhedrim ,

at

first a Pharisee ( a J ew,
but d iffering in some points of

doctrine and practice ) , and afterward s a disciple of Jesus .

In John vi i . 45
-

52, we see him cautiou s ly de fend ing the

Saviour be fore the Sanhedrim . At last, in the trying scene
of the cruc ifix ion

,
he avowed h im se l f a be l iever, and came

w ith Joseph of Arimathea to pay the last duties to the body
o f Christ

,
wh ich they took down from the cross and laid in

the sepulchre .

lympiad—A period o f four years reckoned from one

ce lebration o f the O lympic games to another, by wh ich the
Greeks computed time from 776 B . C.

, .

the reputed first
year of the first O lympiad . To turn an O lympiad into a

year B . C .
,
multiply by 4 ,

add the year of the O lympiad
less I

,
and subtract from 780 .

Padan - Aram—S ee M ESOPOTAM IA .

Pagan (Pagan ism ) —One who worsh ips fals e gods . A

of the old Greek and Roman gods was confined to remote
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vi l lages ( pagi ) and the scattered settlers in the country
( pagan i ) . I t is now used as a general term

,
includ ing all

po lythe istic re l igions ( plural ity of gods ) , in opposition to

Christian ity, Judaism and Mohammedanism ; in the Midd le
Ages it also included Mohammedanism .

Pa lest ine—S ee CANAAN
’

(No .

Patron—At an early period w e find that the Chris tian
church adopted the usage of selecting for every trade and

occupation its own patron saint, who is supposed to have
taken it under his especial charge . And the se lection was

general ly made in re ference to some circumstance in the

l i fe of the saint, wh ich trad itional ly connected him with
the pro fess ion of wh ich he was appointed the patron . Thu s
St. Crespin ,

becau se he was a shoemaker, is the patron
saint of the “ gentle craft,” and St. Dunstan ,

who was a

b lacksm ith , is the patron o f b lacksm iths . Among the an

cients every temple , al tar, statue or sacred place was dedi
cated to some d ivinity . The dedication of a temple was
always a festival for the people , and was annual ly com

memorated . Wh i le the pagans dedicated the ir temples to

diff erent de ities —sometimes to the joint worsh ip of sev

eral—the monotheistic ( one God ) Jews dedicated their
re l igious edifices to the one supreme Jehovah . There was
a distinction among the Jews between consecration and

dedication ,
for sacred th ings were both consecrated and

ded icated . Th is d istinction has also been preserved among
Christians , many of whom , and, in the early ages , all , con
secrated their churches to the worsh ip of God , but dedicated
them to , or placed them under, the esDecial patronage of

some particular saint . A s im i lar practice prevails in the

Masonic ins t itu tion ; and there fore , wh i le w e cons ecrate
our Lodges “

to the honor o f God ’

s glory ,” w e ded icate
them to the patrons o f ou r Order. Trad ition in form s u s

that Masonic Lodges were original l y dedicated to King
So lomon ,

b ecau se he was our firs t Mos t Excellent Grand

19 1



SUPPLEMENTAL ENCYCLOPE DIA

Mas ter . In the s ixteen th cen tury St . John the Bapt is t
s eems to have been cons idered as the pecu l iar patron of

Freemasonry ; but s ubs equent ly th is honor was d iv ided
between the two Saints John , th e Baptis t and the Evan
ge lis t ; and th e Modern Lodges , in th is country at leas t ,
are un iversa l l y erected o r consecrated to God , and ded i
cated to the ho l y Saints John .

Pharaoh—The term appl ied in the B ible to the kings
o f Egypt

, of wh ich many explanations have been proposed .

It seems qu ite impossible to connect it with the name of any

Egyptian monarch , and it must have been a common appe l
lation l ike Khan ,

Caesar or Czar.

Ph id ias—The greates t s cu lptor of Greece , perhaps of

all ages and lands . He was born at Athens , 500 B . C . He

is supposed to have had a long l i fe and to have d ied from
poison about 432 B . C .

Ph i list ines—A peopl e who occup ied the southern sea

coas t of Palestine during most of the period _
o i B ibl ical

h istory, and were almost constantly at war with the Israe l
ites . As they are not mentioned among the occupants of

the land in the time of Joshua
,
it i s in ferred

.

that they were
later invaders who came from the island of Crete during
the obscure early period of the Judges . Their race affi ni
ties have been much d isputed . The genealogical table in
Genesis x . seems to derive them from Ham , through Miz
raim , but many commentators neverthe less cons ider them a

Sem itic peop le close ly re lated to the Phoenicians , and not

d istantly connected with the I srael ites them selves . The

Ph il istines shared the fate of the I srael ites in successive sub

jection to Assyria , Babvlon and Egyp t , and disaooeared

al together from h istory previous to the Christian era.

Phoenicia—S ee PHOEN ICIAN S .
Phoenicians—A people who occupied a tract of coun

try in the north of Palestine , along the shores of the Medi
terranean , of wh ich Tyre and Sidon were the principal
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has maintained itsel f among the Arabs , who ca l l her Balkis ,
and affi rm that she became the w i fe of Solomon .

Rabbah (Rehobo th)—A c ity on the Euphrates , south
of Carshemish .

Ramses—S ee LAND or GOSHEN .

Re l igion of Masonry
—Webster has given two d istinct

definitions o f re l igion :

1 . Recognition of God as an obj ect o f worsh ip , love and

obedience .

2 . Any system of faith and worsh ip .

It is plain that in the first sense in wh ich we may take
the word re l igion ,

Masonry may rightful ly claim to be cal led
a re ligious institution . No d isbe l iever in the ex istence of

a God can be made a Mason . A l l practical piety and per

formance of the duties we ov‘

ve to God and to our fe l low - men

arise from and are founded On a principle of obedience to
the divine wi l l . It is id le to say that the Mason does good
simply in obedience to the statutes of the Order. These
very statutes owe the ir sanction to the Masonic idea of the

nature and perfections of God ,
wh ich idea has come down

to u s from earl iest h istory of the institution ,
and the pro

mulgation of wh ich idea was the very object and design of

its origin .

The second definition does not appear to be strictly appli

cable to Masonry . Masonry has no pretension ‘

to assume
a place among the rel igions of the world as a sectarian
“

system of faith and worsh ip” in the sense in wh ich we
distingu ish Christian ity from Judaism , or Judaism from
Mohammedanism . In th is meaning of the word we do not

and can not speak of the Masonic rel igion ,
nor say of a

man that he is not a Christian , but a Mason . The tendency
o f all true Masonry is towards rel igion . Its ancient land
marks , its subl ime ceremonies

, its pro found symbols and

al legories—all inculcate rel igiou s doctrine
,
command rel ig

ious observance and teach rel igious truth .
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Rephidim—An encampment o f the Israe l ites between
the wi ldernes s of Zin , on the east shore of the Gulf of

Suez
, and Mount Sinai . Here the Amalekites attacked

b
them ,

and were defeated . I t 18 thought to have been in the

valley now cal led E sh - Sheikh , a day ’s march northwest o f
Sinai , and near the western border of the Horeb group o f

mountains .

Rib lah—A c ity of Syria , in the country of Hamath , at

the northeast extrem ity of Canaan . Its Site is probably
found in the modern vil lage of Rebleh , on the river Orontes .

at the northern end of the great Val ley of Lebanon .

Through th is va l ley , by w ay o f Hamath and R iblah . was

the readiest access to Palestine from the north . At Riblah ,

in 609 B . C.

,
King Jehoahaz was taken and deposed by

Pharaoh - Necho
, and carried away captive to Egypt ; here

also Nebuchadnezzar establ ished h is headquarters when
warring against Judah . In 588 B . C. he takes and destroys
Jerusalem ,

burns the temple and carries the people , with
Zedekiah , whose sons he had s lain

,
captive in chains to

Babylon . Th is term inated the kingdom of Judah , 468 years
from the accession of David , 388 years from the revol t o f
the ten tribes , and 1 34 years from the ru in of the kingdom
of Israel .

Rosetta S tone—In 1799 ,
what is known as the Rosetta

Stone was d iscovered bv some of Napoleon’

s men wh ile
making an excavation at Rosetta ,

in lower Egypt . The

stone contained an inscription written in three d iff erent
characters : first , Hieroglyphic; second ,

Demotic , or com

mon character of the Egyptians ; th ird, Greek. From the

Greek it was discovered that the inscription was tri - l ingual ;
that is, each of the writings was a trans lation of the others .

In 1822 Champol l ion deciphered the word Cleopatra from
an obe l isk found at Ph ilas . Afterwards . continu ing his

researches , he completed the trans lation of the Rosetta
Stone , thereby opening up the who le fie ld of Egyptian writ
ings to the long- baffled scholars of the West .
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S amaritans—They were origina l l y the des cendants o f

the ten revo lting tribes of Israe l who had chosen the city
of Samaria for the ir metropo l is . Subsequently

, the Samar
itans were conquered by the Assyrians under S halmane
ser, who carried the greater part of the inhabitants into
captivity,

and introduced colon ists in their place from
Baby lon , Cu ltah ,

Ava and S epharavain . These co lo
n is ts , who as sumed the nam e o f Samaritans , brought
with

,

them , of course, the idolatrous creed and practices
o f the region from wh ich they em igrated . The Samaritans ,
there fore , at the time of the rebu i lding of the second temple ,

were an idolatrous race, and as such abhorrent to the Jews
( I I . Kings xvii . 24

S anhedrim—W as a coun c i l o f s eventy s enators among
the Jews , usual ly with the add ition of the h igh priest as
president, who determ ined the most important affairs of

the nation. It was supposed to have originated after the
second temple was bu i l t, about the year 69 B . C. ,

during
the cessation of the prophetic office

,
and in im itation of

Moses ’ counci l of seventy
'

e lders ( Num . xi . 16 Jews
in fore ign cities appear to have been amenable to th is court
in matters of re l igion . The right of j udging in capital cases
be longed to it, until th is was taken away by the Romans
a few years be fore the time of Christ . There appears also
to have been an in ferior tribunal of seven members in every
town , for the ad j ud ication of less important matters .

S eljooks , or S e l juks Turks—A smal l Turk ish tribe set

tled in the plains on the northeastern border of the Caspian
S ea , who rece ived the ir name from S eljook, one of their
ch ie fs , who in the latter part of the tenth century moved
in a southeastern d irect ion,

conquered Bakjara,
and em

braced Mohammedanism , and under whose successors they
rapid ly grew by absorbing other Turkish - Tartarian tribes ,
and deve loped a marvelous energy during the course of

several centuries . The only source , however, of th is energy
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1 1 16 B . C.
,
when it was taken by the Ph ilistines under the

adm inistration of the h igh priest E li .

S idon—Now ca l led Saida . I t was a ce l ebrated c ity
o f Phoen icia,

on the Med iterranean S ea , twenty m i les north
o f Tyre and as many south of Beyroot . It is one o f the

mo st ancient cities in the world , and is be l ieved to have
been founded by Zidon , the e ldest son of Canaan . In the

t im e o f Hom er (850 B . C . ) the Zidon ian s w ere em inen t
fo r th e ir trade and comm erce , the ir wea l th and prosper
i ty ,
the ir sk i l l in nav igat ion , as tronomy , arch itecture and

fo r the ir manufactures o f glas s , e tc . They had then a

commod ious harbor, now choked w ith sand and inacces

s ibl e to any but the sma l les t ves s e l s . Upon the d iv is ion
o f Canaan among th e trib es o f Jos hua

,
Great Zidon fe l l

to th e lo t o f A sher ; but th at tribe never succeeded in
obtain ing pos s es s ion . The Zidon ian s cont inu ed long
under their own governm ent and k ings , though som e

t im es tributary to the kings o f Tyre . .They were subdu ed
succes s ive l y by th e Babylon ian s ,

Egypt ians and Romans ,
the latter o f whom d eprived th em o f the ir freedom . I t
i s at pres ent , l ike mos t o f th e o ther Turkish towns in
Syria ,

d irty and ful l o f ru ins ,
though i t s t i l l reta ins a

l ittle coas t ing trade , and has about five thou sand inhab -

i

Itants .

S inai—A mountain , o r mountain range ,
in Arab ia

Petraea 1n the pen insula formed by the two arms of the

Red S ea,
and rendered memorable as the Spot where, the

law was given to I srae l through Moses . The upper region
o f S inai form s an irregular c ircle o f thirty or forty m i les
in d iameter, posses sing numerous sources of water , a tem
perate cl imate and a soi l capable o f supporting an imal and
vegetable l i fe ; for wh ich reason it is the re fuge o f all the

Bedaweens when the low country is parched up . Th is ,
therefore , was the part o f the peninsula best adapted to the

residence of nearly a year, during which the Israe l ites
were numbered ,

and rece ived their laws from the Most
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High . In the h ighest and centra l part o f the region , seven
thousand feet above the leve l of the sea, rises the sacred
summ it o f Horeb o r S inai . The t wo names are used almost
ind iscrim inate ly in the Bible .

f
cripture passages rather

show that Horeb was the genera name for the group
,
and

Sinai the name o f the sacred summit .

S ymbo l—A s ymbo l is defined to b e a v is ibl e s ign w ith
wh ich a spiritual fee l ing ,

emotion o r idea i s connected .

I t was in th is sense that the early Christian s gave the name
o f symbo ls to all rites , ceremonies and outward forms wh ich
have a re l igious mean ing ; such , for instance , as the cross
and other pictures and image s , and even the sacraments and
the sacramenta l e lements . At a stil l earl ier period the Egyp
t ians commun icated

, the knowledge of their esoteric ph i
losophy in mys tic s ymbo l s .

“

The firs t l earn ing o f the

says S tukely,

“ con sisted ch iefly o f symbo ls . The

w isdom of the Chaldeans
,
Phoenic ians , Egyptians , Jews , o f

a ll the ancients that is come to ou r hand , is symbol ic .

”

“ Symbo l ica l representations of things sacred ,

”

say s D r.

Barlow,

“ were coeva l w ith re l igion itse l f as a svstem of

doctrine appeal ing to sense
,

and have accompan ied its

transm iss ion to ourse lve s from the earl ie st known period
o f monumental h istory .

” Egyptian tombs and stiles exhibit
re ligious symbo ls stil l in u se among Ch ristians . S imi lar
forms

,
w ith correspond ing mean ings , though under d iff er

ent names
,
are found among the 'Ind ians , and are seen on

thé monuments o f the Assyrians , the Etruscans and the

Greeks . The Hebrews borrowed much of the ir early re l ig
ious symbo l ism from the Egyptians , their later from the

Babylonians , and through them th is symbo l ic imagery , both
verbal and objective ,

has descended to ourse lves .

Syria—In Hebrew ,
Aram , a large district of Asia ,

lying
,
in the widest acceptation o f the name , between the

Med iterranean S ea on the west , the Tau ru s range on the

north
, the Tigris R iver on the east , and Arabia Deserta and
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Palestine , or rather Judea,
for the name Syria included

a lso the northern part o f Palestine , on the south . It was
named after Aram , the son of Shem . Thus defined

,
it

includes also Mesopotam ia , which the Hebrews named
Aram - Naha - raim (Aram

"
of the two rivers—Tigris and

Euphrates ) , or Padan - Aram ( the plains o f Aram or Syria ) ,
in distinction from the

“ mountain s ” o f Aram . At the time
of the Jewish ex i le Syria and Phoen icia were subject to the

king o f Babylon , and they afterward s were tributary to

the Pers ian monarch s . Syria is now in the possession o f

the Turks . Its better portions have‘ been th ickly populated
from a very early period , and trave lers find traces o f nu

merou s cities whol ly unknown to h istory .

S pecu lat ive Masonry
—The l ectu res o f the

'

symbo l ic
degrees instruct the neophyte in the d ifference between the

Operative and the Speculative d ivisions of Masonry . They
te l l him that “

we work in Specu lative Masonry
,
but ou r

ancient brethren wrought in both Operative and Specula
tive .

”

To the Freemason th is Operative art has been sym

bo l ized in that in te l l ectua l dedu ction from it wh ich has
been correct l y ca l l ed Specu lat ive Masonry . A t one tim e

each was an integra l part o f one und iv ided s ys tem . Op

erat ive Masonry w as
, in th e incept ion o f ou r h is tory ,

and is in som e m easure even now ,,
the ske leton upon

wh ich w as s trung the l iv ing mu s c les and tendon s and

nerves o f the Specu lat ive sys tem . I t was the b lo ck of

marb l e , rud e and unpo l ish ed it may have been ,
from

wh ich was sculptured the l i fe - breath ing statue .

Speculative Masonry (wh ich is but another name for

Freemasonry in its modern acceptation ) may be briefly
defined as the scientific appl ication and the rel igiou s
consecration of the rules and principles , the language . the

implements and materials of Operative Masonry to the

veneration of God ,
the purification of the heart and the ineul

cation of the dogmas of a rel igiou s ph i losophy.
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tabernacle ; and it was finished 1004 B . C.

, having occupied
seven and a hal f years in the bu ild ing . It retained its pris
tine Splendor but th irty - three years , when it was plundered
by Sh ishak , king of Egypt . A fter th is period it underwent
sundry pro fanations and pi l lages from other fore ign rulers ,
and was at length utte rly destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon , 588 B . C .

,
having stood 424 years . After

lying in ru ins for fi fty—two years , the foundations of the

second temple were laid by Zerubbabe l and the Jews who
had avai led them se lves o f the privilege granted by Cyru s
and returned to Jerusalem . A fter variou s h indrances, it
w as finish ed and ded icated in 5 1 5 B . C .

, twenty years
after it was begun . In the year 163 B . C . th is temple was
plundered and pro faned by Antiochus , who complete ly sus

pended the worship o f Jehovah . A fter three years it was
repaired and purified by Judu s Maccabaeus , who restored
the d ivine worsh ip and ded icated it anew .

King Herod, in the first year of h i s reign
, 37

‘B . C.
, put

to death all the Sanhedrim , except two ,
and a fter nearly

twenty years o f peace ,
through remorse o f consc ience

,
he

re so lved to rebu ild and beauti fy the temple wh ich at th is
time was in a s tate of decay . After two years in preparing
the materia l for the work , t he temple of Zerubbabe l was
pulled down in 17 B . C . and rebu il t in nine and a hal f
years , yet a great number o f laborers and art ifice rs were
sti l l employed in carrying on the outbu i ld ings all the time
of ou r Saviour ’s abode on earth . The temple of Herod
was considerably larger than that o f Zerubbabe l , as that of
Zerubbabe l was larger than So lomon ’

s . A l l the Jewish
writers praise th is temple exceed ingly for its

,
beau ty and

the costl ine ss o f its workmansh ip . The whole structure
above ground was complete ly demol ished by Roman soldiers
under Titus

,
A . D . 70 .

Titan—The father of a race o f giants cal led Titans , who
contended with Saturn for the sovere ignty o f heaven

,
unti l

Jupiter cast them by his thunderbol ts into Tartaru s, the
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place of pun ishment in Hades , or the lower world . The

Titans , in the ir wars , are said to have piled mountains upon
mountains to scale heaven ,

and they are taken as the types
of lawlessness , gigantic s ize and enormou s strength .

Typhon—The riva l and oppon en t ofh is brother Os iris ,
whom he destroyed . He was cons idered the author o f all

the evi l in the world . As O siris was a type or symbol o f
the sun ,

Typhon was the symbo l o f winter
,
when the vigor,

heat
,
and ,

as it were , l i fe of the sun are destroyed , and of

darkness as opposed to l ight .

Tyre—The ce lebrated emporium of Phoenicia , the seat
o f immense wealth and power

,
s ituated on the coast o f the

Med iterranean ,
with in the l im its o f the tribe of Asher as

assigned by Jo shua
,
though never reduced to subj ection .

There was a close al l iance between David and Hiram , king
o f Tyre, wh ich was afterward s continued in the re ign o f

So lomon ; and it was from the ass istance afforded by the

Tyrians , both in artificers and material s
,
that the house o f

David
,
and afterwards the temple , were principa l ly bu ilt .

Tyre possessed the empire o f the seas , and d rew wealth
and power from numerous colonies on the shores of the

Mediterranean and Atlantic . The inhabitants of Ty re were
fi l led with pride and luxury , and all the sins attendant on
prosperity and immense wealth . It was the wealth iest and
most magnificent of all Phoenician cities , and flourished for

years . A lthough taken and devastated success ive ly
by Shalmaneser

,
Nebuchadnezzar

,
A lexander the Great , the

Saracens , the Cru saders and Salim I.
,
it was always rebu ilt .

It stood twenty m iles south of Sidon ,
and the local ity it

occupied was as strong in a m i l itary po int of view as it

was advantageous in commercial respects . One part of it
was on the continent and the other on an adjacent island ;
the narrow sound wh ich separated these two parts formed
its harbor. A fter conquering the continental part of the

city , A lexander the Great bu i lt a mole to the island by
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means o f wh ich he succeeded in conquering the insular part
,

too . This mo le has in the course o f time been trans formed
by al luvial deposits into a pen insula . But otherwise the

remains wh ich are le ft o f th is magn ificent city are few and

utterly insignificant . Its renowned manufactures are en

tire ly dead ,
its commerce total ly gone and a m iserable v i l

lage straggles a long the s ite where once stood the richest
storehouses and the most splendid palaces .

Ur—The country of Terah , and the b irthplace o f Abra
ham . It is u sual ly cal led “

Ur of the Chaldees ,
”

and i s

located ,
w ith strong probabil ity , in the northwest part of

Mesopotam ia . The city o f O rfah , to .wh ich the Jews make
pi lgrimages as the birthplace of Abraham ,

i s a flourish ing
town of inhabitants , seventy - e ight m iles southwest
of Diarbekir. Some , however, place Ur in Lower Chaldea ,

at extens ive ru ins now cal led Warka .

V enus—The goddess of love
,
gracefu lness , beauty and

pleasure . Said to have sprung from the sea .

W i ldernes s of Paran—A large tract of desert country
lying south o f Pa lestine

,
and west o f the val ley E l - Arabah ,

which runs from the Dead S ea to the Gul f o f Akaba . It
was in and near th is desert region that the I srae l ites wan
dered thirty - e ight years . It extended on the south to within
three days ’ j ourney of Sinai

,
if not to S inai itse l f . On the

north it included the deserts o f Kadesh and Z in . In the

des e rt of Kade sh was s ituated the city o f Kade sh - Barnea ,

wh ich was said to lie in the
“ uttermost border of Edom ,

”

and was probably s ituated very near the great val ley o f

Rl - Arabah , south of the Dead S ea . Kadesh was twice
vis ited by the Israe l ites ,in their wanderings ; once after
they le ft Mount Sinai

,
and again thi i' ty

- e ight years after.
At the first visit the m ission and return of the twe lve spie s
took place . the rebe l l ion o f the people , and their presump
tuous effort to enter Canaan by the pass Zephath , imme
diately north of Kadesh . At their second visit occurred
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the Conqueror, who,
after taking it, razed it to the ground .

It was on ly partial ly rebu ilt, and suff ered much by fire in
1 137 . Th is city is ce lebrated for its trad itional connection
w ith Masonry in that kingdom . No topic in the h istory o f

Freemasonry has so much engaged the attention o f modern
Masonic scholars or given occas ion to more d iscuss ion than
the al leged facts of the ex istence of Masonry in the terith

century at the c ity of York , ,as the prom inent point of the
cal ling of a congregation of the Craft there in 926 , of the

organization of a General Assembly and the adoption o f a

Constitution .

“ During the who le of the last and the greater
part of the present century the fraternity in general have
accepted all of these statements as genu ine portions of

authen t ic h is tory .

”

(A . G . Mackev . )

Z iklag—A c ity o f Judah and Sim eon , on the borders
of the Ph i l istines , who he ld it until the time of Saul , when
Ach ish , king of Gath , gave it to David . Hither many other
re fugees from Judah resorted , and David was thus enabled
to aid Ach ish , and to chastise the Amalekite s , who had

sacked Ziglag during his absence .


