


SYMBOLISMOF FREEMASONRY

ILLUSTRATING AND EXPLAIN ING

ytfi fi t iem and Quilufiuphy, its y zgmaz,

WNW, and fi gmhula.

A LBE R T G . MA CK EY , M . D . ,

AUTHOR OF LEXICON OF
‘
FREEMASONRY

,

”
TEXT - BOOK OF MASONIC

J URISPRUDENCE ,

”
CRYPTIC MASONRY ,

”

ETC . , ETC .

“Ea e n im qu a? scribu n tu r tria h a be re d e ce n t , u t i li ta tem p raese n tem,

ce rtamfi n em, i n exp u g n a bi le fu n d ame n tu m.

"

CARDANUS .

NEW YORK

C L A R K A N D M A Y N A R D ,

5 B A R C L A Y S T R E E T



En t e re d , accord in g to Act of Con g re s s , in t h e y e ar 1869, by
A L B E R T G . M A CK E Y ,

I n t h e Clerk’s Offi ce of t h e Dist rict Cou rt ofth e Dist rict ofSou th Carolin a .

Stereotype d a t th e Boston Ste reoty p e Fou n dry ,
No. 19 Sprin g La n e .



GENERAL JOHN C. FREMONT.

MY DEAR S IR

While a n y Ame r i ca n might b e pro ud of a ssoc ia t i n g

h is n ame wi th th a t of o n e wh o h a s do n e so much to

i n cre a se th e re n own of h is coun t ry , a n d to e n la rge th e

s u m of huma n knowl e dge , t h i s book is de d ica t e d to yo u

a s a s l igh t t e s t imo n i a l of re ga rd for your pe rson a l cha r

a cte r , a n d in gra te fu l re co l l e ct io n of a c ts of fr ie n dsh ip .

Yo u rs ve ry t ru ly ,

A . G . MACKEY .





PREFACE .

OF th e va r io u s mod e s of commu n i ca t i n g i n s tru c t io n to th e

u n i n forme d , th e ma son i c s t u d e n t is p a rt i cu l a rly i n te re s t e d in two ;
n ame ly , t h e i n s t ru c t io n by le g e n d s a n d th a t by symbo l s . It is to

t h e se two , a lmo s t e xcl u s i ve ly , t h a t h e is i n d e b te d for a ll t h a t h e

kn ows , a n d fo r a ll t h a t h e c a n kn ow, of t h e p h i lo soph i c sy s t em

wh i ch is t a u g h t in t h e i n s t i t u t io n . A ll i t s my s t e ri e s a n d i t s d og
o

ma s , wh i ch co n s t i t u t e i t s p h i lo so p h y , a re i n t ru s t e d fo r commu n i

ca t io n t o t h e n e op hy t e , some t ime s to o n e , some t ime s to t h e o th e r
of th e se two me th o d s of i n s tru ct io n , a n d some t ime s to bo t h of

t h em comb i n e d . Th e Fre ema so n h a s n o way of re a ch in g a n y of

th e e so t e r i c t e a ch i n g s of t h e O rd e r e xce p t t h ro u g h t h e me d i u m

of a le g e n d or a symbo l .

A le g e n d d iffe rs from a n h i s tor i ca l n a rra t i ve o n ly in th i s t h a t

i t is w i th o u t d o cu me n t a ry e vid e n ce of a u t h e n t i c i ty . I t is t h e off

spr i n g s o l e ly of t ra d i t io n . It s d e t a i l s may b e t ru e i n p a rt o r

in wh o l e . Th e re may b e n o i n t e rn a l e vid e n ce to t h e co n tra ry ,

o r t h e re may b e i n t e rn a l e vid e n ce t h a t t h e y a re a l to g e t h e r
" fa l s e .

Bu t n e i th e r t h e p o s s ib i l i ty of t ru th in t h e o n e ca se , n o r t h e c e r

t a i n ty of fa l se h ood in t h e o th e r, c a n remo ve t h e t ra d i t io n a l n a r
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ra t ive from th e cl a s s of le g e n d s . I t is a l e g e n d s imply be ca u se

i t re s t s o n n o wr i t t e n fo u n d a t io n . It is ora l , a n d t h e re fore
l e g e n d a ry .

I n g ra ve p rob lems ofh is to ry , s u ch a s th e e s t a bl i shme n t of cm

p
ire s , t h e d i sco ve ry a n d s e t t l eme n t ofco u n t r i e s , or t h e r i s e a n d fa l l

of dy n a s t
ie s , t h e kn owle d g e oft h e t ru t h or fa l s i ty of t h e l e g e n d a

ry n a rra t i ve w i l l b e of impo rt a n ce , b e ca u se t h e va l u e of h i s tory
is imp a ire d by t h e imp u t a t io n of d o u b t . Bu t i t is n o t so i n Fre e
ma so n ry . H e re t h e re n e e d b e n o a b so l u t e qu e s t io n of t h e t ru th
or fa l s i ty of t h e l e g e n d . Th e obje ct o f t h e ma s o n i c l e g e n d s is n o t

to e s t a bl i sh h i s tori ca l fa c t s , b u t to co n ve y p h i lo so p h i ca l d o c tr i n e s .

Th e y a re a me t h od by wh i ch e so t e r i c i n s tru ct ion i s commu n i ca t e d ,

a n d t h e s t u d e n t a cce p t s th em w i t h re fe re n ce to n o th i n g e l s e e x

ce p t t h e ir pos i t i ve u se a n d me a n i n g a s d e ve lo p i n g ma so n i c d o g

ma s r Ta ke , for i n s t a n ce , t h e H iramic l e g e n d of t h e t h ird d e g re e .

Of wh a t import a n ce is i t t o t h e d i scip l e of M a so n ry wh e t h e r i t
b e t ru e or fa ls e ? A ll t h a t h e w a n t s to kn ow i s i t s i n t e rn a l s ig n i
fi ca t io n ; a n d wh e n h e le a rn s t h a t i t i s i n t e n d e d to i l l u s tra t e t h e

d oc tri n e of t h e immort a l i ty of t h e so u l , h e i s co n t e n t w i th th a t

i n t e rp re t a t io n , a n d h e d o e s n o t d e em i t n e ce s s a ry , e xce p t a s a ma t

t e r of cu r io u s o r a n t iqu a r i a n i n qu iry , to i n ve s t ig a t e i t s h i s tor i ca l
a ccu ra cy , o r to re co n ci le a n y of i t s a p p a re n t co n t ra d i ct io n s . So

of th e lo s t ke y s to n e ; so of t h e s e co n d temp le ; so of t h e h id d e n

a rk : th e s e a re to h im le g e n d a ry n a rra t i ve s , wh i ch , l ike t h e ca ske t ,
wo u ld b e of n o va l u e we re i t n o t for t h e p re cio u s j e we l co n t a i n e d
w i t h i n . Ea ch of t h e se l e g e n d s i s t h e e xpre s s io n of a ph i losoph

i ca l id e a .

Bu t t h e re is a n o t h e r me t h od ofma so n i c i n s tru c t io n , a n d t h a t

is by symbo ls . No sci e n ce is more a n cie n t t h a n t h a t of symbo l

ism. At o n e t ime , n e a rlv a ll t h e l e a rn i n g of t h e wo r ld wa s co n

ve y e d in symbo l s . A n d a l t h o u g h mo d e rn p h i lo so p hy n ow d e a l s

o n ly in a bs t ra ct propo s i t io n s , Fre ema so n ry s t i l l c le a ve s to t h e
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a n cie n t me t h od , a n d h a s pre se rve d i t in i t s pr imi t i ve import a n ce
a s a me a n s of commu n i ca t i n g kn ow l e d g e .

Accord i n g to th e d e r i va t io n of t h e word from th e Gre e k , “ to
symbo l i z e s ig n ifie s “ to compa re o n e th in g w i th a n o t h e r .
He n ce a symbo l is th e e xp re s s io n of a n id e a t h a t h a s be e n d e

r i ve d from th e comp a r i so n o r co n t ra s t ofsome obje ct w i th a mora l
con ce p t io n o r a t t ri bu t e . Th u s we s a y t h a t th e p l u mb is a symbo l

of re c t i t u d e of co n d u c t . Th e p hy s i ca l q u a l i t i e s of t h e pl u mb a re

h e re comp a re d o r co n tra s te d w i th t h e mo ra l co n ce p t io n of v irt u e ,
or re ct i t u d e . Th e n to t h e S p e cu l a t i ve Ma so n i t be come s , a fte r h e
h a s be e n t a u g h t i t s symbo l i c me a n i n g , t h e v i s i b le e xp re s s io n of

th e id e a ofmo ra l u prig h t n e s s .

Bu t a l th o u g h t h e re a re th e se two mo d e s of i n s tru c t io n in Fre e
ma so n ry , by le g e n d s a n d by symbo l s , —t h e re re a l ly is n o ra d i
c a l d iffe re n ce be twe e n t h e two me th o d s . Th e symbo l is a v i s ib le ,

a n d t h e le g e n d a n a u d i ble re p re se n t a t io n of some co n tra s t e d id e a
of some mora l co n ce p t io n p rod u ce d from a comp a r i so n . Bo th

t h e l e g e n d a n d t h e symbo l re l a t e to d o gma s of a d e e p re l ig io u s
ch a ra ct e r ; bo th of t h em co n ve y mora l s e n t ime n t s in t h e s ame

pe cu l ia r me t h o d , a n d bo th of t h em a re d e s ig n e d by t h is me th o d

t o i l l u s tra t e t h e ph i lo sop hy of S p e cu l a t i ve Ma so n ry .

To i n ve s t ig a t e t h e re co n d i t e me a n i n g o f t h e se l e g e n d s a n d

symbo l s , a n d to e l i c i t from t h em t h e mora l a n d ph i lo soph ica l le s
s on s wh ich t h e y we re i n t e n d e d to t e a ch , i s to w i t h d raw t h e ve i l

w i th wh i ch ig n o ra n ce a n d in d ifi
'

e re n ce s e e k to co n ce a l t h e tru e
ph i lo sop hy of Fre ema so n ry .

To s t u dy th e symbo l i sm of Ma so n ry is t h e o n ly way to in ve s

t ig a t e i t s p h i lo sop hy . Th i s is t h e port a l of i t s t emp le , t h ro u g h
wh i ch a lo n e we ca n g a i n a cce s s to t h e s a ce l l u m wh e re i t s a p or
rh e t a a re co n ce a le d .

I t s ph i lo sop hy is e n g a g e d i n t h e co n s id e ra t io n of p rop o s i t io n s
re l a t in g to Go d a n d ma n , to t h e pre s e n t a n d t h e fu t u re l ife . It s
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s cie n ce is t h e symb o l ism by wh i ch th e s e prop o s i t io n s a re pre se n t
e d to t h e mi n d .

Th e wo rk n ow offe re d to t h e p u bl i c is a n e ffort to d e ve lop a n d

e xp la i n t h i s p h i lo sop hy a n d s ci e n ce . It w i l l s h ow t h a t t h e re a re

in Fre ema so n ry t h e g e rms Of p rofo u n d s p e cu l a t io n . If i t d oe s

n o t i n t e re s t t h e l e a rn e d , i t may i n s t ru ct t h e ig n o ra n t . If so ,
I

sh a l l n o t re g re t th e l a bo r a n d re s e a rch t h a t h a ve b e e n b e s towe d

u po n i t s compos i t ion .

ALBERT G . MACKEY , M . D .

CHARLESTON , S . C .
, Fe b . 22 , 1 869 .
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PR E L I M I N A R Y.

THE ORIG IN AND PROGRE SS OF FREEMASONRY .

NY in qu i ry i n to th e symbo l ism a n d ph i lo sophy
OfFre e ma son ry mu s t n e ce s sa r i ly b e pre ce d e d by
a bri e f i n ve s t iga t io n Of th e o r igi n a n d h i s to ry of

th e i n s t i tu t io n . An c i e n t a n d u n i v e rsa l a s i t is ,
wh e n ce d id i t a r i se ? Wh a t w e re th e a ccid e n t s co n n e ct e d
w i th it s bi rth ? From wh a t k i n dre d or s imi la r a s soc ia t io n
d i d i t Spri n g ? O r w a s i t o r igin a l a n d a u to ch tho n i c , in
de pe n de n t , i h it s i n ce pt io n , of a ny e xt e rn a l i n flu e n ce s ,
a n d u n co n n e c t e d wi th a n y o th e r i n s t i t u t io n ? Th e se a re

qu e s t io n s wh i ch a n i n t e l l ige n t i n ve s t iga to r wi l l b e d is

pose d to propoun d in th e ve ry comme n ceme n t Of th e

i n qu i ry ; a n d th e y a re qu e s t ion s wh ich mu s t b e d i st i n ct ly
a n swe re d b e fo re h e c a n b e e xpe c t e d to compre h e n d it s
t ru e cha ra c t e r a s a symbo l i c i n s t i tu t io n . H e mu s t kn ow
some th i n g of it s a n t e ce d e n t s be fore h e ca n a ppre c i a t e it s
cha ra c t e r .
Bu t h e wh o e xp e cts to a rr ive a t a sa t i sfa cto ry so l u t ion

of th i s i n qu i ry mu st first — a s a pre l imin a ry ab solu te lv

9
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n e ce ssa ry to succe ss re l e a se h imse lf from th e i n flu e n ce
Of a n e rro r i n to wh ich n ov i ce s in Ma so n i c ph i lo sophy a re

too a p t to fa l l . H e mu st n o t co n fou n d t h e doc t r i n e Of

Fre ema so n ry wi th i ts o u twa rd a n d e x t r i n s i c fo rm. H e

mu st n o t suppose t ha t ce r t a i n u sage s a n d ce remo n i e s ,
wh ich e x i st a t th i s d a y , b u t wh ich , e ve n n ow , a re subj e ct
t o e x t e n s ive va r i a t io n s in d iffe re n t co u n t r i e s , co n s t i tu t e th e
s u m a n d subs ta n ce Of Fre ema so n ry . Prud e n t a n t i qu i
ty ,

”
s ay s Lo rd Coke , d id for mo re so l emn i ty a n d b e t t e r

memo ry a n d Obse rva t io n Of th a t wh i ch is to b e do n e ,
e xpre s s subs t a n ce s u n de r ce remo n i e s .

”
Bu t i t mu s t b e

a lwa y s rememb e re d th a t th e c e remon y is n o t th e s u b

s t a n ce . It is b u t th e o u t e r ga rme n t wh ich cove rs a n d

p e rh a ps a do rn s i t , a s clo th i n g do e s t h e huma n figure .

B u t d ive s t ma n Of th a t o u twa rd a ppa re l , a n d yo u s t i l l
h a ve th e mi crocosm, th e wo n drou s cre a t io n ,

wi th a ll h is

n e rve s , a n d bo n e s , a n d mu scl e s , a n d , a bove a ll, wi th h is
bra i n

,
a n d though ts , a n d fe e l i n gs . A n d so t a ke from M a

so u ry t he s e e x t e rn a l ce remo n i e s , a n d yo u s t i l l h a v e re

ma i n i n g i t s ph i lo sophy a n d sc i e n c e . Th e s e h a ve , of

course , a lwa y s con t in u e d t h e same , wh i l e th e c e remo n i e s
h a ve va r i e d in d iffe re n t age s , a n d s t i l l va ry in d iffe re n t
cou n t r i e s .

Th e de fi n i t io n Of Fre ema son ry th a t it is “
a s c i e n ce of

mo ra l i ty , v e i l e d in a l le gory , a n d i l lu s t ra t e d by symbo l s ,
h a s b e e n so Oft e n quo t e d , th a t , w e re i t n o t for i t s b e a u ty ,

‘

i t wou ld be come w e a r i some . B u t th i s d e fi n i t ion co n t a i n s
t h e e xa ct pr i n cipl e t h a t h a s ju s t b e e n

'

e n u n c ia t e d . Fre e
ma so n ry is a sc i e n ce a ph i lo sophy— a sy s t em Of d o c

t r i n e s wh ich is t a ugh t , in a ma n n e r pe cu l i a r to i t s e lf
,
by

a l le go ri e s a n d symbo l s . Th i s is i t s i n te rn a l ch a ra c t e r .
It s c e r e mon i e s a re e xt e rn a l a dd it ion s , wh ich affect n o t i t s

subst a n ce .



OF FREEMA SONRY . I I

Now , wh e n w e a re a bou t to i n s t i tu t e a n i n qu i ry i n to
th e o r ig i n Of Fre ema son ry , it is Of th i s pe cu l i a r sy s t em

Of ph i lo sophy t h a t w e a re to i n qu ire , a n d n o t Of t h e c e re
mon i e s whi ch h a ve be e n fo i s t e d o n i t . If w e pursu e a n y

o th e r cours e w e sh a l l a ssu re dly fa l l i n to e rro r .
Thu s , if we s e e k th e o rigi n a n d fi rs t b e gin n i n g of th e

Ma son i c ph i lo sophy , w e mu s t g o awa y ba ck i n to th e a ge s
Of remo t e a n t iqu i ty , wh e n w e sh a l l fi n d t h i s be gi n n i n g in
t h e bo som Of k i n dre d a sso c i a t io n s , wh e re t h e s ame ph i
lo sop hy w a s ma i n t a i n e d a n d t a ugh t . Bu t ifw e co n fo un d
t h e ce re mo n i e s OfMa so n ry wi th th e ph i losophy ofMa so n

ry , a n d s e e k th e o r igi n Of th e i n s t i tu t io n ,
mou ld e d i n to

o u twa rd fo rm a s i t is to - d ay , w e ca n sca rc e ly b e re qu i re d
to look fa r th e r ba ck th a n t h e b e gin n i n g Of t h e e igh t e e n th
c e n t ury , a n d , i n d e e d , n ot qu i te so fa r. For ma ny impo r
t a n t mod ifica t io n s h a ve b e e n ma d e in i ts r i tu a ls s i n ce th a t
p e r iod .

Ha v i n g , th e n ,
a rr ive d a t th e con clu s io n th a t i t is n o t

th e lVIa so n ic r i tu a l , b u t t h e Ma son i c ph i lo sophy , who se
o r igin w e a re to i n v e st iga t e , th e n e xt qu e s t io n n a tu ra l ly
re l a t e s to th e p e cu l i a r n a ture Of th a t ph i lo sophy .

Now , t h e n , I co n t e n d t ha t th e ph i lo sophy Of Fre ema

so u ry is e n gage d in th e co n t empla t io n Of th e d iv i n e a n d

huma n ch a ra c te r ; of GOD a s on e e t e rn a l , s e lf- e x i s t e n t
b e i n g , in co n t ra d i c t io n to th e my tho logy Of th e a n ci e n t
p e opl e s , wh ich w a s bu rd e n e d wi t h a mu l t i tude Of gods
a n d godd e s se s , Of d e migod s a n d h e ro e s ; Of MAN a s a n

immo r t a l be i n g , p t e p a rin g in th e pre s e n t l ife for a n e te r
n a l fu t ure , in l ike co n t ra d ict io n to th e a n c i e n t ph i lo sophy ,
wh ich c i rcumscribe d th e e xi st e n ce Of ma n to th e pre s
e n t l ife .

Th e s e two doctr in e s , the n , of th e u n i ty of God a n d th e
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immo r ta l i ty Of th e sou l , co n s t i tu t e th e ph i lo sophy OfFre e
ma so n ry . Wh e n w e wi sh to d e fi n e i t su c c i n c t ly , w e say

th a t i t is a n a n c i e n t sy s t e m Of ph i lo sophy wh ich t e a ch e s
th e se two dogma s . A n d h e n ce , if, ami d t h e i n t e l le c tu a l
da rkn e ss a n d d e ba s eme n t Of t h e O ld po ly th e is t i c r e l igio n s ,
W e fi n d i n t e rsp e rs e d h e re a n d th e re , i n a ll a ge s , c e rt a in
i n s t i tu t io n s or a ssoc i a t io n s wh i ch t a ugh t th e se t ru th s , a n d
th a t , in a p a r t i cu la r w a y , a l l e go r i ca l ly a n d symbo l i ca l ly ,
t h e n w e h a ve a r igh t to s ay th a t su ch i n s t i tu t io n s or

a ssoc i a t ion s w e re th e i n cu n a bu la — th e pre de ce ssors
Of th e M a so n i c i n s t i t u t ion a s i t n ow e x i s t s .

Wi th t he se pre l imin a ry rema rks th e re a de r w i l l b
e n a bl e d to e n t e r upo n t h e co n s i d e ra t io n Of th a t th e o ry
Of th e o r igi n Of Fre e ma son ry wh ich I a dva n ce in th e

fo l lowi n g propos i t io n s
I . In th e fi rs t pla c e , I con t e n d th a t in th e ve ry e a r l i e s t

a ge s Of th e wo rl d th e re we re e x i s t e nt ce rt a i n t ru th s
of va s t impo rt a n ce to th e w e lfa re a n d h a pp i n e ss of h u

ma n i ty , wh ich h a d b e e n commun i ca t e d , — n o ma t t e r
h ow

,
b u t , mo s t proba bly , by d i re ct i n sp ira t io n from

God to ma n .

2 . Th e se t ru th s pr in c ipa l ly co n s i s t e d in th e a bst ra c t
propo s i t io n s Of th e u n i ty Of God a n d th e immo rta l i ty Of

t h e sou l . Of t h e t ru th Of th e se two propo s i t io n s th e re
ca n n o t b e a re a so n a bl e doub t . Th e b e l i e f in th e s e t ru th s
is a n e ce s sa ry co n s e qu e n ce Of th a t re l ig io u s s e n t ime n t

wh i ch h a s a lway s fo rme d a n e sse n t i a l fe a ture Of huma n

n a ture . Ma n IS , e mph a t i ca l ly , a n d in d i s t i n ct io n from a ll

o th e r cre a tu re s , a re l ig i ou s a n ima l . Gro ss comme n c e s
h is i n t e re s t i n g wo rk o n Th e H e a th e n Re l igio n in i t s

Popu la r a n d Symbo l i ca l D e ve lopme n t
”
by th e s t a t eme n t

t h a t “
o n e Of th e mo s t rema rk a ble ph e n ome n a of th e
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h uma n ra ce is th e u n ive rsa l e x i s t e n ce Of re l ig iou s i de a s
a be l i e f in some th i n g supe rn a tura l a n d d ivi n e , a n d a

wo rsh ip co rre spo n d i n g to i t .” As n a ture h a d impla n t e d
th e re l igiou s se n t ime n t , th e s ame n a ture mu s t h a ve d i
re c te d i t in a prope r ch a n n e l . Th e b e l i e f a n d th e w or

sh ip ,
mu s t a t firs t h a ve be e n a s pure a s th e fo u n t a in whe n ce

th e y flowe d , a l thoug h , in subse qu e n t t ime s , a n d b e fo re th e
a dve n t Of Chri s t i a n l igh t , th e y may bo th h a ve be e n cor

ru p t e d by th e i n flu e n ce Of th e pri e s t s a n d t h e po e t s ove r
a n ign o ra n t a n d supe rs t i t iou s pe ople . Th e firs t a n d se c

o n d propos i t io n s Ofmy t h e o ry re fe r o n ly to th a t pr ime va l
pe riod wh i ch w a s a n t e ce d e n t to th e se corrupt io n s , Of

wh i ch I sha l l h e re a ft e r sp e a k .

3 . Th e se t i u th s Of God a n d immo rta l i ty we re mo st

proba bly h a n de d down through th e l i n e Of pa t r i a rch s
Of th e ra ce Of S e th , b u t w e re , a t a ll e ve n t s , kn own to

No a h , a n d we re by h im commu n i ca t e d to h is imme d i a t e
de sce n da n t s .

4 . In co n se qu e n ce of th i s commu n i ca t ion , th e t ru e
wo rsh ip Of God co n t i n u e d , for some t ime aft e r th e s u b

s id e n ce Of th e d e l uge , to b e cu l t iva t e d by th e Noa ch id ae ,

th e No a ch i t e s , or th e de sce n da n t s OfNo a h .

5 . A t a subs e qu e n t p e r iod (n o ma t t e r wh e n , b u t th e
b ibl i ca l re co rd pl a ce s i t a t th e a t t emp t e d bu i ld in g of th e
towe r Of B abe l) , th e re w a s a se ce ss io n Of a la rge n umbe r
Of th e huma n ra ce from th e No a ch i t e s .

6. Th e se s e c e d e rs ra pidly los t s igh t Of th e d iv in e t ru th s
wh i ch h a d b e e n commu n i ca t e d to th em from the i r com
mon a n ce sto r , a n d fe l l i n to th e mos t g ri e vou s th e o logica l
e rro rs , corru p t in g

'

the p uri ty Of th e worsh ip a n d th e

o r thodoxy of th e re l igiou s fa i th wh ich t he y h a d prima

r i ly re ce ive d .
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7 . Th e se t ru th s w e re pre s e rve d in th e i r i n t e gri ty by
b u t a v e ry fe w i n t h e p a t r i a rch a l l i n e , wh i le s t i l l fe we r
w e re e n able d to re ta i n o n ly d im a n d gl imme r i n g p or
t io n s Of th e t ru e l igh t .
8 . Th e fi rs t cla s s w a s co n fi n e d to th e d i re ct d e sc e n d

a n t s OfNoa h , a n d t h e s e con d w a s to b e fo u n d amon g
th e pr i e s t s a n d ph i lo soph e rs , a n d , pe rh a ps , s t i l l l a t e r .
amo n g t h e po e t s Of th e h e a th e n n a t io n s , a n d amo n g
thos e whom th e y i n i t i a t e d i n to th e s e cre t s Of th e s e t ru th s .

Of th e pre va l e n c e Of t h e se re l ig io u s t ru t h s amo n g th e

pa t r i a rch a l d e sce n d a n t s Of No a h , w e h a ve ample e v i

d e n ce in th e sa cre d re co rds . As to th e i r e xi s t e n c e
amo n g a body Of l e a rn e d h e a th e n s . w e ha ve th e t e s t i
mo n y Of ma n y i n t e l l ige n t wri te rs w h o h a ve de vo t e d t he i r
e n e rgi e s to th i s subje ct . Thu s th e le a rn e d Gro t e , in
h is H i s to ry Of Gre e c e

, s ay s ,
“ Th e a l l e go ri ca l i n t e r

p re t a t io n Of th e my th s h a s b e e n , by s e v e ra l l e a rn e d
i n ve s t iga to rs

,
e sp e c i a l ly by Cre u z e r, co n n e c t e d with th e

hypo th e s i s of a n a n ci e n t a n d b zg /zly i n s t ru ct e d body

of fi ri e s t s , h a v i n g t h e i r o r igi n e i th e r in Egyp t or i n th e

E a s t , a n d commun i ca t i n g to th e rud e a n d ba rba ro u s
Gr e e ks r e l igio u s , phy s i ca l , a n d h i s to r i ca l kn owle dge ,
u n d e r t/z e v e i l of sy mbols .

” Wh a t is h e re s a i d o n ly
Of t h e Gre e ks is e qu a l ly a ppl i ca ble to e ve ry o t he r i n t e l
l e ctua l n a t io n Of a n t iqu i ty .

9 . Th e sy s t em or doc t ri n e Of th e fo rme r cla ss h a s be e n
ca l le d by Ma son i c wr i t e rs t h e Pure or Pr imi t ive Fre e
ma so n ry

”
Of a n t i qu i ty , a n d tha t of th e la t t e r cl a s s th e

“ Spur io u s Fre ema so n ry
’

Of th e s ame p e r iod . Th e se
t e rms w e re fi rs t u s e d , if I mis ta ke n o t , by D r . O l ive r
a n d a re i n t e n de d to re fe r— th e wo rd p u re to th e doc

t r i n e s t a ugh t by th e de sce n da n t s Of Noa h in th e Jewi sh
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symbo l i c t e a ch i n gs , th e gre a t Ma son i c doc t r i n e s Of th e

u n i ty Of God a n d t h e immo r ta l i ty Of th e sou l . Th i s is
a n impo rta n t propos i t io n , a n d th e fa c t wh ich i t e n un c ia t e s
mu st n e ve r b e lo s t s igh t Of in a n y i n qu i ry i n to t h e o r ig in
Of Fre ema so n ry ; for t h e p a g a n My s t e ri e s w e re to th e

spur iou s Fre ema son ry Of a n t iqu i ty pre c i se ly wh a t th e
Ma s te rs’ lodge s a re to th e Fre ema so n ry of t h e pre se n t
d ay . I t is n e e dle ss to Offe r a ny p roof Of th e i r e x i s te n ce .

s i n ce th i s is a dmi t t e d a n d con t i n u a l ly re fe rre d to by a ll

h i s toria n s , a n c i e n t a n d mod e rn ; a n d to d i scu ss mi n ut e ly
th e i r ch a ra ct e r a n d o rga n i za t io n wo uld o ccupy a d i s t i n c t
t re a t ise . Th e Ba rou ‘ de S a i n t e Cro i x h a s wri t t e n two

l a rge vo l ume s o n th e subj e c t , a n d y e t l e ft it u n e xh a u s t e d .

1 4 . Th e se two d iv i s io n s of t h e Ma so n i c In s t i tu t ion
wh i ch w e re d e fi n e d in th e 9th propo s i t ion ,

n ame ly , th e
pure or pr imi t i ve Fre ema so n ry amo n g th e Jewi sh d e

sc e n d a n t s Of t h e pa t r i a rch s , who a re ca l l e d , by way Of

d i s t i n c t ion , th e No a ch i te s , or de sce n d a n t s OfNo a h , b e
ca u s e th e y h a d n o t fo rgo t t e n n or a ba n do n e d th e t e a ch i n gs
Of th e i r gre a t a n ce s to r , a n d th e spur iou s Fre ema so n ry
pra c t i s e d amon g th e paga n n a t ion s , flowe d down th e

s t re am of t ime in pa ra l le l cu rre n t s , Oft e n n e a r toge th e r ,
b u t n e ve r commi n gl i n g .

1 5 . Bu t th e se two cu rre n t s we re n o t a lway s to b e ke p t
a pa r t , for, spri n gin g , in th e lo n g a n t e r io r age s , from on e

commo n foun t a i n ,— th a t a n c i e n t pri e s thood of whom I

h a ve a l re a dy spoke n in th e 8th propo s i t io n ,
— a n d th e n

d iv i d i n g i n to th e pure a n d spur iou s Fre ema so n ry Of

a n t i qu i ty , a n d rema i n i n g s e pa ra t e d for c e n tu r i e s upon
c e n tu r i e s , th e y a t l e n gth me t a t th e bu i ld i n g Of th e gre a t
t empl e ofJe ru sa l em, a n d w e re u n i t e d , in th e i n s t a n ce
Of th e I s ra e l i t e s u n de r Ki n g So lomo n , a n d th e Ty r i a n s
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u n d e r H i ram, Ki n g Of Ty re , a n d H i ram Ab if. Th e

spuriou s Fre ema son ry , it is t ru e , d i d n o t th e n a n d th e re
ce a se to e x i s t . O n t h e co n t ra ry , it la st e d for c e n t ur i e s
subse qu e n t to th i s p e r iod ; for i t w a s n o t u n t i l lo n g a ft e r ,
a n d in th e re ign Of t h e Empe ro r Th e odo s i u s , th a t th e
paga n My s t e r i e s w e re fi n a l ly a n d to t a l ly a bo l i sh e d . Bu t

by t h e un io n Of t h e Jewi sh or pure Fre ema so n s a n d t h e

Ty r i a n or spur iou s Fre ema son s a t Je ru s a lem, th e re w a s a
‘

mu tu a l i n fus io n Of th e i r re spe c t iv e doc t r i n e s a n d c e remo

n i e s , wh ich e ve n tu a l ly t e rmi n a t e d in th e a bo l i t io n Of th e

two d i s t i n c t ive sy s t ems a n d th e e s t abl ishme n t Of a n ew

o n e , th a t may b e con s id e re d a s t h e imme d i a te pro to typ e
Of th e pre se n t i n s t i tu t io n . H e n c e ma n y Ma so n i c s t u

d e n t s , go in g n o fa r th e r ba ck in t h e i r i n ve s t iga t ion s tha n
t h e fa ct s a n n ou n ce d in th i s 1 5 th propo s i t io n , a re co n t e n t
to fi n d th e o rigi n Of Fre e ma so n ry a t th e t e mple Of So lo
mon . B u t if my th e ory b e co rre c t , th e t ru t h is , tha t i t
th e re re ce ive d

,
n o t i t s b i rth , b u t o n ly a n e w mod ifica t io n

Of i ts ch a ra ct e r . Th e le ge n d of t h e t h i rd d e gre e — th e

go lde n l e ge n d , th e l eg e n d a a u re a — Of Ma so n ry w a s

t h e re a dopt e d by pure Fre ema so n ry , wh ich b e fo re h a d

n o such l e ge n d , from spuriou s Fre ema son ry . Bu t th e

l e ge n d h a d e x i st e d u n de r o the r n ame s a n d fo rms , in a ll

th e My s t e r i e s , for age s be fo re . Th e do c tr i n e Of immor

t a l i ty , wh ich h a d h i th e r to be e n t a ugh t by th e Noach i t e s
s imply a s a n a bs t ra c t propos i t io n , w a s th e n ce for th to b e

i n cu lca t e d by a symbo l i c l e s so n — t h e symbo l Of H i ram
th e Bu i lde r w a s to be come fo re ve r a fte r th e d i s t i n c t ive
fe a ture Of Fre ema so n ry .

1 6. Bu t a n o th e r impo rt a n t mod ifica t ion w a s e ffe c t e d in
th e Ma son i c sy s t em a t th e bu i ld i n g of t h e t e mpl e . Pre

v ion s to th e u n ion wh ich th e n took pla ce , th e pure Fre e
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ma son ry Of th e No a ch i t e s h a d a lway s b e e n sp e cu la t iv e ,
b u t re s e mble d th e pre s e n t o rga n i z a t ion in n o o the r w ay

th a n in th e cu l t i va t io n of th e s ame a bs t ra ct pr i n c iple s Of

d iv i n e t ru th .

1 7 . Th e Ty r ia n s , on t h e
“

con t ra ry , w e re a rch i t e c t s b y

profe ss io n , a n d , a s th e i r le a de rs w e re d i sc ipl e s Of th e

Scho o l Of th e spu rio u s Fre e ma so n ry , th e y , for th e fi rst
t ime , a t th e t emple Of So lomo n , wh e n th e y u n i te d w i th
th e i r Jewi sh co n t e mpo ra r i e s , i n fu se d i n to th e spe cu la t i ve
sc i e n ce , wh ich wa s pra c t ise d by th e la t t e r , th e e l e me n ts
Of a n ope ra t ive a rt .

1 8 . Th e re fo re t h e sys t em con t in u e d th e n ce fo rwa rd , for
a ge s , to pre s e n t th e commi n gle d e le me n t s Of op e ra t i ve
a n d spe cu la t i ve Ma so n ry . W e se e t h i s in th e Colleg i a

F a broru m, or Co l le ge s OfArt ifi c e rs , first e s t a bl i sh e d a t

Rome by Numa , a n d wh ich w e re ce rt a i n ly of a Ma so n i c
fo rm in th e i r o rga n i z a t ion ; in th e Je wi sh s e c t Of th e Es

s e n e s
, wh o wro u gh t a s we l l a s pra y e d , a n d who a re

cl a ime d to h a ve b e e n th e de sce n da n t s of th e t empl e bu i ld
e rs , a n d a lso , a n d s t i l l mo re promi n e n t ly , in th e T ra ve l l i n g
Fre e ma so n s Of th e mi ddl e a ge s

, w h o i de n t ify th ems e lve s
by th e i r v e ry n ame wi t h th e i r mode rn su cce ssors , a n d

whose soc i e t i e s w e re compo s e d Of l e a rn e d me n w ho

though t a n d wro t e , a n d Of wo rkme n who l a bo re d a n d

bu i lt . An d so for a lo n g t ime Fre ema so n ry co n t i n u e d to
b e bo th Op e ra t i ve a n d sp e cu l a t i ve .

1 9 . Bu t a n o th e r ch a n ge w a s to b e e ffe ct e d in th e i n s t i
t u t io n to ma ke it pre c i se ly wh a t i t n ow is , a n d , th e re fo re
a t a ve ry re ce n t p e r iod (compa ra t ive ly sp e a k i n g) , th e
Ope ra t i ve fe a tu re w a s a ba n do n e d , a n d Fre ema so n ry b e
came who l ly sp e cu la t i ve . Th e e xa c t t ime of t h i s ch a n ge
is n o t le ft to co n je c ture . It took pla ce in th e re ign of
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Q u e e n An n e , Of En gla n d , in th e b e gin n in g Of th e e igh
t e e n th c e n tury . Pre s ton give s u s th e v e ry wo rds of th e

d e cre e wh i ch e st a bl i sh e d th is ch a n ge , for h e say s th a t a t
tha t t ime i t w a s a gre e d to th a t th e priv i le ge s OfMa so n ry
shou ld n o lo nge r b e re s t ri ct e d to ope ra t ive Ma so n s , b u t

e xt e n d to me n Of va r i ou s profe ss io n s , prov ide d the y We re
re gu la rly a pprove d a n d i n i t i a t e d i n to th e o rd e r .
Th e n i n e te e n propos i t io n s h e re a n n o un ce d con t a i n a

bri e f b u t succ in ct v i e w of t h e progre ss Of Fre ema son ry
from it s o r igi n in th e e a rly a ge s of t h e wo rld , s imply a s a

syst em of re l ig i ou s ph i lo sophy , throu gh a ll th e mod ifi c a

t io n s to wh ich it w a s submi t t e d in t h e Jewi sh a n d G e n t i l e
ra ce s , u n t i l a t le n gth it w a s d e ve lop e d in its pre se n t p e r
fe c t e d fo rm. Dur i n g a ll th i s t ime i t pre se rve d u n ch a n ge
a bly ce r ta i n fe a ture s th a t may h e n ce b e con s id e re d a s it s

Sp e c i fi c ch a ra ct e r i s t i cs , by wh ich i t h a s a lway s be e n d is
t in g u ish e d from e v e ry o th e r con t empo ra n e ous a ssoci a t io n ,

how e ve r such a sso c i a t io n may ha ve s imu la t e d it in o u t

wa rd fo rm. Th e s e ch a ra ct e r i s t i cs a re , fi rs t , th e do c t ri n e s
wh ic h it h a s con s t a n t ly t a ugh t , n ame ly , th a t Of th e u n i ty
OfGod a n d t h a t Of th e immo rt a l i ty of th e sou l ; a n d , s e c

o n d ly , th e ma n n e r in wh ich th e se doct r in e s h a ve be e n
ta ugh t , n ame ly , by symbo ls a n d a l l e go r i e s .

Ta k in g th e se ch a ra ct e r i st i cs a s th e e xpon e n ts of wh a t
Fre e ma so n ry is , w e ca n n o t h e lp a rr i v i n g a t th e co n clu
s ion th a t th e Sp e cu la t ive Ma son ry of th e pre se n t d ay e x

h ib it s a bu n da n t e v ide n c e Of th e i d e n t i ty of i t s o r igi n wi th
th e spur io u s Fre ema so n ry Of th e a n t e - So lomo n i c p e r iod ,
bo th sy s t ems comin g from th e s ame pure source , b u t th e
o n e a lway s pre se rv i n g , a n d th e o th e r co n t i n u a l ly co rrup t
in g , th e pur i ty Of th e common fo u n t a i n . Th i s is a l so t h e
n e ce ssa ry co n clu s io n a s a co ro l la ry from th e propo s i t io n s
a dva n ce d in th i s e ssay .
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Th e re is a lso a bu n da n t e vide n c e in th e h i s tory , ofwh ich
the se propo s i t io n s a re bu t a me agre ou t l i n e , th a t a ma n i
fe st i n flu e n ce w a s e x e rt e d O u th e pure or pr imi t i ve Fre e
ma so n ry Of th e No a ch i t e s by th e Ty r i a n bra n ch Of th e

spu rio u s sy s t e m, in th e symbo ls , my th s , a n d le ge n ds
wh ich th e fo rme r re ce i ve d from th e l a t t e r , b u t wh ich i t so
mod ifi e d a n d in t e rpre t e d a s to ma k e t h em co n s i s t e n t w i th
i t s -Ow n re l igious sy s t em. O n e th in g , a t l e a s t , is i n ca
p ab le of re fu t a t io n ; a n d tha t is , th a t w e a re i n de b te d to
t h e Ty r i a n b l a so n s for th e i n t roduc t io n Of th e symbo l Of
H i ram Ab if. Th e i de a Of th e symbo l , a l though mod ifi e d
hy

’

th e Je wi sh IVIa so n s , is n o t Je wi sh in it s i n c e p t io n . It

w a s e vi de n t ly bo rrowe d from t h e paga n my s t e ri e s , whe re
B a cchu s

,
Ado n i s

,
Pro se rp i n e , a n d a ho st Of o t he r a p o th e

O s iz e d b e i n gs play th e same rOle th a t H i ram doe s in th e
Ma so n i c my s t e r i e s .

A n d la s t ly , w e fi n d in th e t e ch n i ca l t e rms OfMa so n ry ,
in i t s wo rk i n g too ls , in th e n ame s Of it s gra de s , a n d in

a l a rge majo r i ty Of it s symbo ls , ampl e t e s t imon y Of th e

s t ro n g i n fu s io n in to i ts re l igio u s ph i lo sophy Of th e e le

me ri ts of a n Ope ra t i ve a rt . A n d h i s to ry a ga i n e xpla i n s
t h i s fa ct by re fe rr in g to th e co n n e c t io n Of th e i n s t i tu t ion
wi t h t h e D io n y s i a c Fra t e rn i ty OfArt ifi ce rs , w h o w e re e n

gage d in bu i ld i n g th e t e mpl e ofSo lomon , wi th t h e Wo rk
me n

’
s Co l le ge s OfNuma , a n d wi th th e Tra ve l l i n g Fre e

ma so n s Of th e midd le a ge s , w h o co n s t ru c t e d a ll th e gre a t
b u i ld i n gs Of th a t pe r iod .

Th e se n in e t e e n propo s i t io n s , wh i ch h a ve be e n submi t
t e d in th e pre se n t e ss ay , co n s t i tu t e a bri e f summa ry o r

o u t l i n e Of a t h e o ry Of th e t ru e o r igi n Of Fre ema so n ry ,
wh ich lon g a n d pa t i e n t i n ve s t iga t ion h a s le d me to a dop t .
TO a t temp t to prove th e t ru th Of e a ch Of th e se propo s i
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t ion s in its o rd e r by logi ca l demon s t ra t ion , or by b i s to r i~
ca l e v ide n ce , wou ld i n vo lve th e wri t i n g Of a n e la bora t e
t re a t i se . The y a re n ow Offe re d s imply a s sugge s t io n s on

wh i ch th e Ma so n i c s tud e n t ma y po n de r . Th e y a re b u t

i n t e n d e d a s gu id e - pos t s , w h i ch may d i re c t h im in h is

journ e y shou ld h e u n d e r ta ke th e pl e a sa n t a l though d iffi
cu l t t a sk Of i n s t i tu t in g a n i n qu i ry in to th e o r igin a n d prog
re ss OfFre ema so n ry from it s b i rth to it s pre se n t s t a t e Of

ful l - grown ma n hood .

Bu t e ve n in t h i s abridge d fo rm th e y a re a bso l u t e ly n e

c e ssa ry a s pre l imin a ry -

to a n y t ru e un de rs t a n d i n g Of th e

symbo l i sm Of Fre ema son ry .



T H E N O A C H ID ZE .

PROCEED , th e n , to i n qu i re i n to th e h i s tor i ca l
o r igin Of Fre ema so n ry , a s a n e ce ssa ry in tro d u c

t io n to a n y i n qu i ry i n to th e ch a ra c t e r of i t s sym

b o lism. To d o th i s , wi t h a n y e xpe ct a t ion of

re n de r in g ju s t i ce to th e subje ct , it is e v id e n t th a t I sh a l l
h a ve to t a k e my po i n t of d e pa rture a t a v e ry remo t e e ra .

I sh a l l , howe ve r , re vi e w th e e a rly a n d a n t e ce de n t h i s to
ry of th e i n s t i tu t io n wi t h a s much bre v i ty a s a d i s t i n c t
u n d e rs t a n d in g of t h e subje ct wi l l a dmi t .
Pa ss i n g ove r a ll tha t is wi th i n th e a n t e d i luv i a n h i s to ry

of th e wo rld , a s some th i n g tha t e xe r t e d , so fa r a s o u r s u b

jce t is co n ce rn e d , n o i n flu e n ce on th e n ew wo rld wh ich
spra n g fo rth from t h e ru i n s of th e o ld , w e fi n d , soon a ft e r
th e ca t a cly sm, th e imme d i a t e d e sce n da n t s ofNo a h in th e

poss e s s io n of a t l e a s t two re l igiou s t ru th s , wh ich t h e y
re c e ive d from t h e i r commo n fa th e r , a n d wh ich h e mu s t
h a v e d e r ive d from th e l i n e of pa t r i a rchs wh o pre c e d e d
l i im. Th e s e tru th s we re t h e doct r i n e of th e e x i s t e n c e of

a Supreme In t e l l ige n ce , th e Cre a to r , Pre se rve r , a n d Ru l e r
of th e Un i ve rse , a n d , a s a n e c e ssa ry coro l la ry , th e be l i e f

22
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Eve n i n th e mo s t d e ba se d fo rms of fe t i ch i sm, wh e re
th e n e gro kn e e ls in re ve re n t i a l aw e be fo re th e shri n e of

some u n cou th a n d mi s sh a p e n i do l , wh i ch h is ow n h a n ds ,
pe rha ps , h a ve ma d e , th e a c t of a do ra t io n , de gra d i n g a s

th e obje c t may b e , is n e ve rth e l e ss a n a ckn owl e dgme n t of

th e lo n gi n g n e e d of th e wo rsh ippe r to throw h ims e lfupo n
th e suppo rt of some u n kn own powe r h igh e r t h a n h is own

sph e re . An d th i s u n kn own powe r , b e i t wh a t i t may , is

to h im a God fi'e

Bu t ju st a s u n ive rs a l h a s b e e n th e b e l i e f in th e immor

t a l i ty of th e sou l . Th i s a ri s e s from th e same lon gi n g in
ma n for t h e i n fi n i t e ; a n d a l tho ugh , l i ke th e fo rme r doc
t r i n e , i t h a s b e e n pe rv e rt e d a n d co rrup t e d , th e re e x i s t s
amo n g a ll n a t io n s a t e n d e n cy to it s a ckn owl e dgme n t .

Eve ry p e opl e , from th e remo t e s t t ime s , h a ve wa n de re d
i n vo l un t a r i ly in to th e i d e a l of a n o th e r wo rld , a n d sough t
to fi n d a pl a ce for th e i r d e pa rt e d sp i r i t s . Th e d e ifi c a t io n

of t h e d e a d , ma n -wo rs h i p , or h e ro -worsh ip , th e n e xt
d e ve lopme n t of th e re l igiou s i de a a ft e r fe t i ch i sm, wa s

s imply a n a ckn owle dgme n t of th e be l i e f in a fu ture l ife ;

t e ra t e d a n d ob scu re d ; a n d t h e s e sca t t e re d h i n t s a n d ve s t ig e s of

t h e mo s t s a cre d a n d e x a l t e d t ru t h s we re o r ig i n a l ly ray s a n d ema

n a t io n s of a n cie n t a n d p r imi t ive t ra d i t io n s , h a n d e d d ow n from
g e n e ra t io n to g e n e ra t io n , s i n ce t h e be g i n n in g of t h e world , o r a t

l e a s t s i n ce t h e fa l l of ma n , to a ll ma n kin d . CHEV . RAM SAY ,

Pb i los . Pri n c . afN a t . a n d R e v . R e lig .
, vo l . 1 1 . p . 8 .

“ In th i s fo rm, n o t o n ly t h e commo n obje ct s a bo ve e n u me ra t e d ,
b u t g ems

,
me t a l s , s to n e s th a t fe l l from h e a ve n , ima g e s , ca rve d b i t s

of wood , s t u ffe d ski n s of be a s t s , l ike t h e me d i c i n e - ba g s of t h e

No rt h Ame r i ca n In d i a n s , a re re cko n e d a s d i v i n i t i e s , a n d s o

b e come o bj e ct s of a d ora t io n . Bu t in t h i s ca s e , t h e v i s i b l e obj e c t
is id e a l i z e d ; n o t wors h ip p e d a s t h e bru t e t h i n g re a l ly i s , b u t a s

t h e type a n d symbo l of Go d .

” PARKER , D isc . of R e l ig , b . i .
ch . v . p . 50.
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for th e de a d cou ld n o t h a ve be e n de ifi e d un le ss aft e r de a th
th e y h a d co n t i n u e d to l ive . Th e a do ra t io n of a pu t ri d
ca rca ss wou ld ha ve be e n a fo rm of fe t i ch i sm lower a n d

mo re d e gra d i n g tha n any tha t h a s y e t be e n d i scove re d .

Bu t ma n - wo rsh ip came a ft e r fe t i ch i sm. I t wa s a h igh e r
de ve lopme n t of th e re l igiou s se n t ime n t

,
a n d i n clud e d a

poss ibl e hope for, if n o t a po s i t ive b e l i e f in
, a fu ture l ife .

Re a son , t h e n , a s we l l a s re ve la t io n , l e a ds u s i rre s i s t ibly
to t he co n clu s io n th a t th e se two doct r i n e s pre va i le d amon g
th e de sce n da n ts ofNo a h , imme d i a t e ly a ft e r th e d e luge .

Th e y we re be l i e ve d , too , in a ll th e i r puri ty a n d i n t e gri ty ,

be ca u se th e y we re d e ri ve d from th e h ighe s t a n d pure st
source .

Th e se a re th e doct r i n e s wh ich st i l l con s t i tu t e th e cre e d
of Fre ema so n ry ; a n d he n ce o n e of th e n ame s be s towe d
u pon th e Fre ema so n s from th e e a rl ie st t ime s wa s tha t of
th e or

“Noa cb i t e s ,
”
tha t is to say , th e

de sce n da n ts of No a h , a n d th e t ra n smi tte rs of h is re l ig ious
dogma s .



I
‘
HE PRIMITIVE FREEMASONRY OF ANTIQUITY .

HE n e xt impo rta n t h i s to ri ca l e poch wh i ch d e
ma n ds o u r a t t e n t io n is tha t co n n e c t e d wi t h wh a t ,
in sa cre d h i s to ry , is kn own a s th e d ispe rs ion a t

Ba be l . Th e brigh t n e ss of t ru th , a s i t h a d be e n com

mu n ica t e d by Noa h , be came cove re d , a s i t w e re , w i th a

clo ud . Th e dogma s of th e u n i ty of God a n d t h e im

mort a l i ty of th e sou l w e re lo s t s igh t of, a n d th e fi rs t d e v ia
t ion from th e t ru e wo rsh ip o ccu rre d in th e e s ta bl i shme n t
ofSab ia n i sm, or th e wo rsh ip of th e s u n , moo n , a n d s t a rs ,
amo n g some p e opl e s , a n d th e d e ifi ca t ion of me n amo n g
o th e rs . Of th e se two de v i a t io n s , Sa bi a n i sm, or s u n -wor

sh ip , w a s bo t h th e e a rl i e r a n d th e mo re ge n e ra l ly d if

fu se d .

* I t se ems ,
”

say s th e l e a rn e d Owe n , “ to h a ve

A re ce n t wr i t e r th u s e loqu e n t ly re fe rs to t h e u n i ve rs a l i ty , in a n

c ie n t t ime s , of s u n - wo rs h i p : S a b a i sm, t h e wors h ip of l ig h t , p re
v a i le d amo n g s t a ll th e le a d in g n a t io n s of t h e e a rly wo rld . By t h e

r i ve rs of In d ia , o n t h e mo u n t a in s ofPe rs i a , in t h e pl a in s ofA s

sy r i a , e a rly ma n ki n d th u s a d o re d , t h e h ig h e r sp ir i t s in e a ch co u n
t ry ri s i n g in sp iri t u a l t h o u g h t from th e so l a r orb u p to H im wh o s e

v ice g e re n t i t s e ems to th e S u n of a ll be i n g , wh o se d i v i n e l ig h t
irra d i a t e s a n d p u r ifie s t h e world ofso u l , a s t h e so l a r ra d i a n ce d oe s
t h e world of s e n s e . Eg y p t , too , t h o u g h i t s fa i t h b e b u t d imly

26
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h a d i t s r i se from some broke n t ra d i t io n s con ve y e d by th e
p a tr i a rch s to uch i n g t h e domi n i o n of th e s u n by d ay a n d

of th e mo o n by n igh t .

”
Th e mod e in wh ich th i s o ld

sy s t em h a s be e n mod ifi e d a n d sp ir i tua l ly symbo l i z e d by
Fre ema son ry wi l l b e th e subje ct offu ture co n s ide ra t io n .

Bu t Sa b i a n i sm, wh i l e i t w a s th e mo s t a n c i e n t of th e

re l igiou s co rrup t io n s , w a s , I h a ve sa i d , a lso th e mos t

ge n e ra l ly d iffuse d ; a n d h e n ce , e ve n amon g n a t io n s wh ich
a ft e rwa rds a dopt e d th e po ly the i st i c cre e d of de ifi e d me n

a n d fa ct i t iou s gods , th i s a n c i e n t s u n -wo rsh ip is se e n to b e

co n t i n u a l ly e xe rt i n g i t s i n flu e n ce s . Thu s , amon g th e

Gre e k s , th e mo s t re fin e d p e opl e th a t cu l t iva te d h e ro
wo rsh ip , H e rcu l e s w a s th e s u n , a n d th e my tho logi c
fa bl e of h is d e s t roy i n g wi th h is a rrows th e ma n y

- h e a de d
hydra of th e Le rn ze a n ma rsh e s w a s b u t a n a l l e gory to

de n o t e th e d i ss ip a t ion of pa l uda l ma l a ri a by th e purify i n g
ray s of th e orb of d ay . Amo n g th e Egypt ia n s , too , th e
ch i e f d e i ty , Os i r i s

, w a s b u t a n o the r n ame for th e s u n ,

kn own to u s , jo i n e d in t h i s worsh ip ; Sy ri a ra i se d h e r g ra n d t em
p le s to t h e s u n ; t h e joyo u s G re e ks sp ort e d w i t h t h e t h o u g h t wh i le
fe e l i n g i t , a lmo s t h id i n g i t u n d e r t h e my t h i c i n d i v id u a l i ty wh ich
t h e ir l ive ly fa n cy s u p e r imp o s e d u p o n i t . Eve n pro s a i c Ch i n a
ma ke s offe r in g s to th e y e l low o rb ofd ay ; t h e w a n d e ri n g Ce l t s a n d

Te u to n s h e ld fe a s t s to i t , amid s t t h e p rime va l fore s t s of North e rn
Eu ro p e ; a n d , w i t h a s a va g e ry ch a ra ct e r i s t i c of t h e Ame ri ca n a bo

rig in e s , t h e s u n t emp le s of Me x ico s t reame d w i th h u ma n bloo d in
h o n o r of t h e b e n e fi ce n t o rb . T/ze Ca s t e s a n d Cre e d s of I n d i a ,

B la ckw . Ma g . , vo l . l xxxi . p . 3 1 7 . Th e re i s n o p e op le wh o se
re l ig io n i s k n own to u s ,

”
s ay s t h e Abbé Ba n ie r, “

n e i t h e r i n o u r

own co n t i n e n t n o r in t h a t ofAme ri ca , t h a t h a s n o t p a id th e s u n

a re l ig io u s wors h ip , if we e xce p t some i n h a b i t a n t s of th e torrid
z o n e , wh o a re co n t i n u a l ly cu rs i n g t h e s u n for scorch i n g t h em wi th
h is be ams .

” My t /zolog y ,
l ib . i i i . ch . i i i . M a crobi u s , i n h is S a t u r

n a li a , u n d e rt ake s to p ro ve t h a t a ll t h e g o d s of Pa g a n i sm may b e

re d u ce d to th e s u n .
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wh i le h is a rch - e n emy a n d d e s t roy e r , Typho n , wa s th e

typ ifi ca t io n of n igh t , or d a rkn e ss . An d la s t ly , amo n g
th e H in du s , th e t hre e ma n ife s ta t io n s of th e i r su p reme

d e i ty , Bra hma , S i va , a n d V i sh n u , we re symbo ls of th e

ri smg , me ri d i a n , a n d se t t in g su n .

Th i s e a rly a n d v e ry ge n e ra l pre va l e n ce of th e se n t i
me n t of su n -worsh ip is wo rthy of e spe c i a l a t t e n t ion on

a ccou n t of th e i n flu e n ce th a t i t e xe rc i se d ove r th e

spur iou s Fre ema son ry of a n t iqu i ty , of wh i ch I am soon

to Spe ak , a n d wh ich is s t i l l fe l t , a l though mod ifie d a n d

Christ ia n i z e d i n o u r mod e rn sy s t em. h i a ny , i n de e d
n e a rly a ll, of th e ma so n i c symbo ls of th e pre s e n t d ay
ca n o n ly

~ b e tho rough ly compre h e n de d a n d prope rly
a ppre c i a te d by t h i s re fe re n ce to s u n - wo rsh ip .

Th is d iv i n e t ru th , t h e n , of th e e x i st e n ce of on e Su

preme God , th e Gra n d Arch i t e c t of th e Un i ve rs e
, sy n i bo l

iz e d in Fre ema son ry a s th e TRUE WORD , w a s los t to th e
S ab i a n s a n d to th e po ly th e i s ts w ho a ro se aft e r th e d is;

p e rs io n a t Ba be l , a n d w i th i t a lso d i sapp e a re d th e doc
t ri n e of a fu ture l ife ; a n d h e n c e , i n o n e po rt ion of the

ma so n i c ri tu a l , in a l l us ion to t h i s h i s to r i c fac t , w e spe ak
of “ th e lofty towe r of Ba be l , whe re la n gu age wa s con

fou n de d a n d Ma so n ry lo st .”

Th e re we re , howe ve r , some of th e bu i ld e rs on th e

pl a in of Sh in a r wh o pre se rve d th e se gre a t re l igiou s a n d

ma son i c do c tri n e s -

of th e u n i ty of God a n d th e immo rta l
ity of th e sou l in th e i r pr i s t i n e pur i ty . Th e s e we re th e

p a t r i a rch s , i n whose v e n e rabl e l in e th e y con t i n u e d to b e
t a ugh t .

‘

H e n ce , y e a rs a ft e r th e d i sp e rs ion of th e n a t io n s
a t B abe l , th e wo rld pre se n t e d two gre a t re l igiou s s e ct s ,
p a ss in g onward down th e st re am of t ime , s ide by s i de ,
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y e t a s d ive rse from e a ch o th e r a s l igh t from da rkn e ss , a n d
t ru t h from fa ls e hood .

O n e of th e s e l i n e s of re l igiou s tho ugh t a n d s e n t ime n t

wa s th e i do la t rou s a n d p aga n wo rld . Wi th it a ll

ma son i c do ct r i n e , a t l e a s t in i ts pur i ty , w a s e x t i n ct ,
a l though th e re mi n gl e d w i th i t , a n d a t t ime s to some

e xt e n t i n flue n ce d it , a n offshoo t from th e o th e r l in e
, to

wh ich a t t e n t io n wi ll b e soon d i re c t e d .

Th e s e co n d of t he s e l i n e s co n s i s t e d , a s h a s a l re a dy
be e n s a i d , of th e pa t r i a rch s a n d pri e st s , w h o pre se rve d in
a ll th e i r pu r i ty th e two gre a t ma so n i c doc t r i n e s Of th e

u n i ty ofGo d a n d t h e immo r ta l i ty of t h e sou l .
Th i s l i n e e mbra ce d , th e n , wh a t , in th e la nguage of

re ce n t ma so n i c wri t e rs , h a s be e n de s ign a t e d a s t h e

Primi t ive F re ema son ry ofAn t iqu i ty .

Now , i t is by n o me a n s i n t e n d e d to a dva n ce a n y such
gra tu i tous a n d u n t e n a ble th e o ry a s tha t propose d by

some ima gi n a t i ve wri t e rs , tha t th e Fre ema son ry of th e

pa t r i a rch s w a s in its o rga n i za t ion , it s r i t u a l , or i t s symbo l
i sm,

l i ke t h e sys t em w h ich n ow e x i s t s . W e k n ow n o t ,

i n de e d , t ha t i t h a d a r i tua l , or e ve n a symbo l ism. I am

in cl i n e d to th i n k t ha t i t w a s ma de up of a bs t ra c t propo s i
t io n s , d e r i ve d from a n t e d i luv i a n t ra d i t io n s . D r . O l ive r
th i n ks i t probable t ha t the re w e re a fe w symbo ls amo n g
t he se Pr imi t i ve a n d Pure Fre ema so n s , a n d h e e n ume ra t e s
amo n g th em th e s e rpe n t , t h e t r i a n gle , a n d t h e po in t
wi th in a c i rc le ; b u t I ca n fi n d n o a u tho r i ty for t h e s u p

pos i t io n , n or do I th i n k it fa i r to cla im for th e o rd e r mo re
th a n i t is fa i r ly e n t i t le d to , n or mo re tha n i t ca n be fa i rly
pro ve d to po sse ss . Wh e n An d e rso n ca l ls Mo se s a Gra n d
Ma s te r , Jo shu a h is D e pu ty , a n d Aho l ia b a n d Be za l e e l



30 THE PRIM IT IVE FREEMASONRY OF ANT IQUITY .

Gra n d Wa rd e n s , th e e xpre ss io n is to b e look e d upon
s imply a s a fa con d e p a rle r , a mode of spe e ch e n t i re ly
figura t ive i n i t s ch a ra ct e r , a n d by n o me a n s i n t e n d e d to

co n ve y th e i d e a wh ich is e n t e rta i n e d in re spe ct to ofli c e rs

of tha t ch a ra c t e r in th e pre se n t sy s t em. I t wou ld , u n

doub t e dly , how e ve r ha ve be e n b e t t e r th a t such la n gu a ge
shou ld n o t h a ve be e n u s e d .

All th a t ca n b e cla ime d for th e sy s tem of Pr imi t ive
Fre ema son ry , a s pra ct i s e d by th e pa tr i a rch s , is , th a t it
embra ce d a n d t a ugh t th e two gre a t dogma s of Fre e
ma son ry , n ame ly , th e u n i ty of God , a n d th e immort a l i ty
of th e sou l . It may b e , a n d i n d e e d i t is h igh ly proba
b le , th a t th e re w a s a se cre t do ct r in e , a n d tha t th i s doc
tri n e w a s n o t in d i scr imi n a t e ly commu n i ca t e d . We kn ow
t h a t Mo se s , wh o wa s n e ce s sa r i ly th e re c ip i e n t of th e

kn owl e dge of h is pre d e ce s so rs , d id n o t publ i c ly t e a ch th e
doc t r i n e of th e immo r ta l i ty of th e so u l . B u t th e re w a s

amon g th e Je ws a n o ra l or s e cre t law wh i ch w a s n e ve r
commi t t e d to wri t i n g un t i l aft e r th e ca pt i v i ty ; a n d th i s
law , I suppo se , may h a ve con t a i n e d th e re cogn i t ion of

t hose dogma s of th e Pr imi t i ve Fre ema so n ry .

Bri e fly , t h e n , th i s sy s t em of Pr imi t ive Fre ema son ry ,
wi thou t r i tu a l or symbo l i sm, t h a t h a s come down to u s ,

a t l e a s t , co n s i s t i n g so le ly of t ra d i t ion a ry l e ge n ds , t e a ch
in g o n ly th e two gre a t t ru ths a l re a dy a l lud e d to , a n d

be i n g who l ly spe cu la t i ve in i t s ch a ra ct e r , wi tho u t th e
s l igh t e s t i n fus io n of a n op e ra t i ve e l eme n t , wa s re gula rly
t ra n smi t t e d through th e Je wi sh l i n e of p a t r i a rch s , pr i e s ts ,
a n d k in gs , wi thou t a l t e ra t io n , i n cre a s e , or d imi n u t io n , t o

th e t ime of So lomon , a n d th e bu i ld in g of th e t empl e a t

J e ru sa lem.

Le a vi n g it , th e n , to pursu e th is e ve n course of d e sce n t
,
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IV .

THE SPURIOUS FREEMASONRY OF ANTIOIJITY .

N th e va st b u t ba rre n d e s e r t of po ly th e i sm da rk
a n d dre a ry a s w e re it s gloomy doma i n s— th e re
w e re s t i l l , how e v e r , to b e fou n d some fe w o a se s

of t ru th . Th e ph i lo soph e rs a n d sage s ofa n t iqu i ty
h a d , in th e course of th e i r l e a rn e d re se a rch e s , a i d e d by th e
l igh t of n a tu re , d i scove re d some th i n g of tho se i n e s t ima bl e
t ru th s in re la t ion to God an d a fu ture s t a t e wh i ch th e i r
p a t ri a rch a l con t empo ra r i e s h a d re c e i ve d a s a re ve la t io n
ma de to th e i r commo n a n ce s t ry b e fo re th e flood , a n d

wh ich h a d be e n re t a i n e d a n d promu lga t e d aft e r th a t
e ve n t by No a h .

Th e y w e re , wi th th e se d im b u t s t i l l pur ify in g p e rce p
t io n s , u nwi l l in g to d e gra d e th e maj e s ty of th e F i rs t Gre a t
Ca u se by sh a r i n g h is a t t r ibu t e s wi th a Ze u s a n d a H e ra
in Gre e ce , a Jup i t e r a n d a Ju n o in Rome , a n Os i r i s a n d

a n Is i s in Egyp t ; a n d th e y d id n o t b e l i e ve tha t th e th i n k
in g ,

.

fe e lin g , re a son in g sou l , th e gu e s t a n d comp a n io n of

th e body , wou ld , a t th e hou r of th a t body
’

s d isso l u t io n
,

b e con s ign e d , wi th i t , to to t a l a n n i h i la t io n .

H e n ce , in th e e a rl i e s t a ge s a ft e r th e e ra of t h e d isp e r

s ion , th e re w e re some amo n g th e h e a th e n w h o be l i e ve d
82
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in th e u n i ty ofGo d a n d th e immo rt a l i ty of th e sou l . Bu t

th e s e doc t r i n e s t h e y durs t n o t publ ic ly t e a ch . Th e mi n ds
of th e p e opl e , gro ve l l i n g in supe rs t i t io n , a n d d e vo t e d , a s
S t . Pa u l t e s t ifi e s of th e Ath e n i a n s , to th e wo rsh ip of

u n kn own gods , we re n o t pre p a re d for th e ph i losoph ic
t e a ch i n gs of a pure the o logy . It w a s

,
i n d e e d

, a n a x iom
u n h e s i t a t i n gly e n u n c i a t e d a n d fre qu e n t ly re p e a t e d by th e i i
wri t e rs , th a t “ th e re a re ma n y t ru th s wi th wh i ch it is

u s e l e ss for th e p e opl e to b e ma d e a cqu a in t e d
,
a n d ma n y

fa bl e s wh ich i t is n o t e xp e d i e n t tha t t h e y shou ld k n ow to

b e fa ls e .

” Such is th e la n gu age of V a rro , a s pre se rve d
by S t . Augu s t i n e ; a n d S t ra bo , a n o th e r of th e i r wri t e rs ,
e xcla ims , It is n o t po ss ible for a ph i lo soph e r to con duc t
a mu l t i tud e of wome n a n d ign o ra n t pe opl e by a me thod
of re a so n i n g , a n d thu s to in vi t e th em to p i e ty , ho l i n e s s ,
a n d fa i th ; b u t th e ph i lo soph e r mu s t a l so ma ke u s e of

supe rs t i t io n , a n d n o t omi t th e i n ve n t ion of fa ble s a n d th e

p e rfo rma n ce ofwo n de rs .

”

1
'

Whi le , th e re fo re , in thos e e a rly age s of th e wo rld
, we

fi n d th e ma ss e s grove l l i n g in th e i n t e l le c tu a l de ba seme n t

of a po ly th e i s t i c a n d i do la t rou s re l igio n , wi th n o suppo rt
for th e pre s e n t , n o hope for th e fu t ure ,— l i v i n g wi thou t
th e k n owle dge of a supreme a n d sup e r i n t e n di n g Provi

“ Va rro d e re li g io n ib u s loqu e n s , e vid e n t e r d ic i t , mu l t a e s s e ve ra ,
q u ae v u lg o s cire n o n s i t u t i le ; mu lt aq u e , q u a t ame t s i fa l s a s i n t ,
a l i t e r e x is t ima re p op u l u m e xp e d ia t . S t . AUGU ST INE , D

'

e Civ i t .

D e i . We mu s t re g re t , w i t h t h e le a rn e d V a llo is in , t h a t t h e s ix t e e n
books of Va rro , o n t h e re l ig io u s a n t iqu i t ie s of t h e a n ci e n t s , h a ve
be e n lo s t ; a n d t h e re g re t i s e n h a n ce d by t h e re fle ct io n th a t t h e y

e x is t e d u n t i l t h e b e g in n i n g of t h e fo u rt e e n t h ce n t u ry , a n d d is a p

p e a re d o n ly wh e n t h e ir p re se rva t io n for le s s th a n two ce n t u rie s
more wo u ld , by t h e d i scove ry of p r i n t i n g , h a ve s e cu re d t h e ir
p e rp e t u i ty .

‘

l
' S tra bo , G e og . , l ib . i .

3
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d e n ce , a n d dy in g wi thou t th e e xpe c ta t io n of a bl issful
immo rt a l i ty ,— w e sh a l l a t th e same t ime fi n d ampl e t e s t i
mon y t h a t th e s e co n so l i n g doc t r i n e s w e re s e cre t ly b e l i e ve d
by t h e ph i lo soph e rs a n d th e i r d i sc iple s .

Bu t t ho ugh be l i e ve d , th e y w e re n o t publ icly t a ugh t .
Th e y w e re h e re s i e s wh i ch i t wou ld h a ve b e e n impo l i t i c
a n d da n ge rou s to h a ve bro a ch e d to th e publ i c e a r ; th e y
we re t ru th s wh ich migh t h a ve le d to a co n t emp t of th e

e s t a bl i sh e d sy s t em a n d to th e ove rthrow of th e popu la r
sup e rs t i t io n . So cra t e s , th e Ath e n i a n sa ge , is a n i l lu s
t r ion s i n s t a n ce of th e pu n i shme n t t ha t w a s me t e d o u t to

th e bo l d i n n ova to r w h o a t temp t e d to i n su l t th e gods a n d

to po i so n th e m in ds of yo u t h w i t h th e h e re s i e s of a ph i lo
So p h ie re l igion .

“ Th e y p e rmi t t e d , th e re fo re ,” s ay s a

l e a rn e d wri t e r o n th i s subj e ct , * th e mu l t i tud e to rema i n
p lu n ge d a s th e y w e re in th e d e p th of a gro ss a n d compl i
c a t e d i do la t ry ; b u t for t hose ph i losoph i c few wh o cou ld
b e a r th e l igh t of t ru th wi thou t b e i n g co n fo un de d by th e
bla z e

, th e y remove d th e my s t e r io u s ve i l , a n d d i spl ay e d to
th em th e D e i ty in th e ra d i a n t glo ry of h is u n i ty . From
th e vu lga r e y e , howe v e r , th e se doc t r i n e s w e re ke pt i n v io
la b ly sa cre d , a n d wra pp e d in th e ve i l of imp e n e t ra ble
my s t e ry .

”

Th e co n se qu e n ce of a ll th i s w a s , th a t n o o n e w a s

pe rmi t t e d t o b e i n v e s t e d wi th th e kn owl e dge of t h e se
subl ime t ru th s , u n t i l by a cours e of se ve re a n d a rduou s
t r ia ls , by a lon g a n d pa i n fu l i n i t i a t ion , a n d by a fo rma l
s e r i e s of gra du a l pre pa ra t ion s , h e h a d prove d h ims e lf
worthy a n d ca p a bl e of re c e iv i n g t h e fu l l l igh t ofwisdom.

For th is purpose , the refore , tho s e pe cu l ia r re l ig io u s in st i

M a u r i ce , In d ia n An t iqu i tie s , yp l . i i . p . 297 .
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t u t ion s we re o rga n i z e d whi ch t h e a n c i e n t s de s ign a t e d a s

th e MY S
’

I
‘

ER IES , a n d wh ich , from th e re sembla n ce of the i r
o rga n i z a t io n , th e i r obje ct s , a nd th e i r doc t ri n e s , h a ve by
ma so n i c wr i t e rs b e e n ca l l e d th e Spuriou s Fre ema so n ry
ofAn t iqu i ty .

”

VV a i
°b u rton ,

* in giv i n g a d e fin i t io n of wh a t th e se My s
t e rie s w e re , say s , Ea ch of th e paga n gods h a d (be s i d e s
th e publ i c a n d Op e n ) a s e cre t wo rsh ip pa i d u n to h im, to

wh ich n o n e w e re a dmi t t b u t tho se wh o h a d b e e n s e

le c t e d by pre pa ra to ry ce remon i e s , ca l le d i n i t i a t ion . Thi s
s e cre t wo rsh ip w a s t e rme d th e My s te r i e s .

’ I sh a l l n ow
e n de a vo r bri e fly to t ra ce th e co n n e ct ion be tw e e n the se
My s t e r i e s a n d th e i n s t i tu t io n of Fre ema so n ry ; a n d to do

so , it wi l l b e n e ce ssa ry to e n t e r upo n some de t a i ls of th e

con s t i tu t ion of t ho s e my s ti c a ssembl i e s .

Almo s t e ve ry cou n t ry of th e a n c i e n t wo rld h a d i t s p e
c u l ia r My s t e r i e s , de d i ca t e d to th e occu l t wo rsh ip of some

e spe c i a l a n d fa vo r i te g od , a n d to th e i n cu lca t ion of a

s e cre t doc t r i n e , v e ry d iffe re n t from tha t whi ch w a s t a ugh t
in th e publ i c ce re mon ia l ofde vo t io n . Thu s in Pe rs i a th e
My s t e r i e s we re de d i ca t e d to Mi thra s , or th e S u n ; in

Egyp t , to Is is a n d Os i r i s in Gre e ce , to D eme t e r ; in S amo

thra c i a , to th e gods Cab ir i , th e Migh ty On e s ; in Sy r i a ,
to D io n y su s ; wh i le i n t h e mo re n o rthe rn n a t io n s of Eu
rop e , such a s Ga u l a n d Bri t a i n , th e i n i t ia t ion s w e re de d i
ca t e d to th e i r p e cu l ia r de i t i e s , a n d we re ce le bra t e d u n de r
th e ge n e ra l n ame of th e Dru i d i ca l r i t e s . Bu t n o ma t t e r
wh e re or h ow i n s t i tu t e d , wh e th e r o s t e n s ibly in hon o r of

t h e e ffemi n a t e Ado n i s , th e fa vo r i t e of V e n u s , or of th e

impla ca ble Od in , th e Sca n d in a v ia n g od of w a r a n d ca r

D iv . Le g . , vo l . i . b . 1 1 . i v . p . 193 , 10th Lon d . e d it .
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n age wh e th e r d e d i ca t e d to D eme t e r , th e type ofth e e a rth ,
or to Mi thra s , th e symbo l of a ll th a t fru c t ifi e s t h a t e a r th ,

th e gre a t obje c t a n d d e s ign of th e s e cre t i n s t ru c t io n w e re
i d e n t i ca l in a ll pla ce s , a n d t h e My s t e r i e s co n s t i tu t e d a

schoo l of re l igio n in wh i ch th e e rro rs a n d a b su rd i t i e s of

po ly th e i sm we re re v e a l e d to th e i n i t ia t e d . Th e ca n d ida t e
w a s t a ugh t th a t th e mu l t i tud i n ou s d e i t i e s of t h e popu l a r
th e o logy w e re b u t h idd e n symbo ls of th e va r iou s a t tri

bqt e s of th e supreme g od ,
— a Spi r i t i n v i s ib l e a n d i n d i

v i s ible , —a n d t h a t th e so ul , a s a n e ma n a t ion from h is

e sse n ce , co u ld “
n e ve r s e e co rrup t ion ,

”
b u t mu s t , aft e r

t h e d e a th of th e body , b e ra i se d to a n e t e rn a l l ife .

Tha t th i s w a s t h e doc t r in e a n d th e obje c t of t h e My s
t e rie s is e v id e n t from t h e con cu rre n t t e s t imo n y bo th of

those a n c i e n t wri t e rs w h o flour i sh e d co n t empo ra n e o u s ly
wi th th e pra ct i ce of th em, a n d of t ho se mod e rn scho la rs
who h a v e d e vo t e d th emse lv e s to th e i r i n ve s t iga t ion .

Thu s Iso cra t e s , sp e a k i n g of t h em in h is Pa n e gy r i c ,
say s , Tho s e wh o h a ve b e e n i n i t i a t e d in th e My s te r i e s
of Ce re s e n t e r t a i n b e t t e r hope s bo th a s to th e e n d of l ife
a n d t h e who l e of fu t ur i ty .

”

1
‘

Ep ic t e t u s i d e cla re s th a t e ve ry th in g in t h e se My s t e r i e s
w a s i n s t i tu t e d by th e a n c i e n t s for th e i n s t ru ct ion a n d

ame n dme n t of l ife .

An d P la to § s ay s th a t th e d e s ign of i n i t i a t ion w a s to

re s to re t h e sou l to t ha t st a t e of pe rfe ct ion from wh ich it
h a d o r ig i n a l ly fal le n .

Th e h id d e n d o ctr i n e s of t h e u n i ty of t h e D e i ty a n d t h e im

mo rt a l i ty of t h e so u l we re t a u g h t o rig i n a l ly in a ll t h e My s t e r ie s ,
e ve n t h o s e of C u p id a n d Ba cch u s . WARBURTON , a p u d Sp e n ce ’s
An ecd ot e s , p . 309 .

‘

l
' Isoc . Pa n e g . , p . 59 .

I Ap u d Arri a n . D i s se rt . , l ib . 1 1 1 . c . xxi .
Ph ae do .
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Thoma s Tay lo r , th e ce le bra t e d Pla ton i s t , wh o po sse sse d
a n u n u su a l a cqu a i n ta n ce wi th th e

'

ch a ra c t e r of th e s e a h

c i e n t r i t e s , a sser t s th a t th e y obscure ly i n t ima t e d , by my s
t ic a n d Splen d i d vi s ion s , th e fe l i c i ty of th e sou l , b o th h e re
a n d h e re aft e r, wh e n pu r ifi e d from th e d e fi leme n t s of a

ma t e r ia l n a tu re , a n d con sta n t ly e l e va ted to th e re a l i t ie s
of i n t e l le ctua l
Cre u z e rfi a d is t in gu i sh e d Ge rma n wri t e r , wh o h a s e x

amin e d
'

th e subje ct Of th e an c i e n t Mys t e r i e s wi th g re a t
judgme n t

'

a n d
'

e labo ra t ion , give s a th e o ry o n th e i r n a t ure
a n d d e s ign whi ch is w e l l wo rth co n s i dera t io n .

Th i s t h e o ry is , t h a t wh e n th e re h a d b e e n pl a ce d u n der
th e e y e s of

f t h e ini t i a t e d symboli ca l re pre se n t a t io n s Of th e
cre a t io n of th e u n i ve rs e , a n d th e o r igi n of t h i n gs , th e mi
g ra t io n s a n d pu

'

rifi c a t io n s of th e so ul , th e be gin n i n g a n d

progre ss of c iv i l i z a t ion a n d a gr i cu l ture , th e re w a s drawn
from th e se symbo l s a n d th e se sc e n e s in the My s t e r i e s a n

i n st ruct io n d e s t i n e d o n ly for th e mo re pe rfe c t , or th e

e popt s
, to whom we re commun i ca t e d th e do c t r in e s of th e

e x i st e n ce of a Si n gle a n d e te rn a l God , a n d th e d e s t i n a t ion
of th e u n ive rse a n d ofma n .

Cre u z e r h e re , how e ve r , re fe rs ra th e r to th e ge n e ra l
obje c t of th e ins t ru ct ion s , th a n to t h e ch a ra ct e r of th e

r i te s a n d ce remon i e s by wh ich th e y we re impre sse d upon
th e mi n d ; for in th e My st e ri e s , a s

.

in Fre ema son ry , th e
H i e rophan t , whom w e would n ow ca l l th e Ma s t e r of th e
Lodge , oft e n , a s Lob e ck obs e rve s , d e l ive re d a my s t ica l
l e c ture , or d i scours e , o n some mo ra l subj e c t .
Fa be r , who, n o twi th st a n d in g th e pre domin a n ce i n h is

D is s e rt . o n t h e E le u s in ia n a n d Ba cch i c My s t e rie s , in t h e

Pamp h le t e e r, vo l . v i i i . p . 53 .

1
’ Symbo l . u n d My th o l . d e r Alt . Vo lk .



38 THE SPURIOUS FREEMASONRY OF ANT IQUITY .

mi n d of a th e o ry wh i ch re fe rre d e v e ry r i t e a n d symbo l of
th e a n c i e n t wo rld to th e t ra d i t ion s ofNo a h , t h e a rk

, a n d

th e d e luge , h a s give n a ge n e ra l ly co rre c t v i e w of th e sy s

t ems of a n c i e n t re l ig io n , d e scr ibe s th e i n i t i a t io n i n to t h e
My s t e r i e s a s a sc e n i c re pre s e n t a t ion of th e my th i c d e sce n t
i n to Ha d e s , or th e gra v e , a n d th e re t urn from t h e n ce to

t h e l igh t ofd ay .

In a fe w wo rds , th e n , th e obj e ct of i n s t ru ct io n in a ll

th e se My s t e r i e s w a s th e u n i ty of God , a n d th e i n t e n t ion
of th e c e remo n i e s of i n i t i a t io n i n to t h em w a s , by a sce n i c
re pre s e n t a t ion of d e a th , a n d sub se qu e n t re s to ra t ion to

l ife ,* to impre ss th e gre a t t ru th s of th e re surre ct io n of

th e de a d a n d th e immo r t a l i ty o f th e sou l .
I n e e d sca rce ly h e re a dve r t to th e gre a t s imi l a r i ty in

d e s ign a n d co n fo rma t io n wh ich e x i st e d b e twe e n th e se
a n c i e n t r i t e s a n d th e th i rd orMa s t e r’s d e gre e ofMa son ry .

L i ke i t t h e y w e re a ll fu n e re a l in th e i r ch a ra c t e r : th e y
be ga n in so rrow a n d lame n t a t io n , t h e y e n de d in joy ;
the re w a s a n a p h a n ism, or buri a l ; a pa s tos , or gra ve ; a n

e u re s is , or d i scove ry ofwha t h a d be e n lo s t ; a n d a l e ge n d ,
or my th i ca l re la t io n , — a ll of wh i ch we re e n t i re ly a n d

profo un dly symbo l i c a l in th e i r cha ra c t e r .
An d h e n ce , looki n g to t h i s s t ra n ge i de n t i ty of d e s ign

a n d fo rm,
b e twe e n th e i n i t i a t io n s of th e a n c i e n t s a n d

those of th e modern Ma son s , wri t e rs h a ve b e e n d i spos e d
t o d e s ign a te th e s e my st e r i e s a s th e SPURIOUS FREEMA
SONRY OF ANT IQUITY .

In t h e se My s t e rie s , a ft e r t h e pe ople h a d for a lo n g t ime b e

wa i l e d t h e lo ss of a p a rt i cu la r pe rson , h e wa s a t l a s t s u p po s e d to
b e re s tore d to l ife .

—BRYANT , An a l . ofAn c . l lfy tbolog y , vo l . i i i .
p . 1 76.
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c u t in to p i e ce s* by h is murde re r , a n d th e ma n gle d rema i n s
ca st Upon th e wa t e rs of th e N i le , to b e d ispe rse d to th e

four
.

wi n ds of h e a ve n . H is w ife , Is is , mou rn i n g for th e
d e a t h a n d th e mu t i la t io n of h e r hu sba n d , for ma n y day s
s e a rch e d d i l ige n t ly w i th h e r Compa n ion s for th e po r t ion s
of th e body , a n d h a v i n g a t l e n gth foun d t h em, u n i t e d th em
toge th e r , a n d b e s towe d upon t h em d e ce n t i n t e rme n t ,

wh i l e O s i r i s , thus re s tore d , b e came th e ch i e fde i ty of h is

subje ct s , a n d h is wo rsh ip w a s u n i t e d w i th th a t of Is i s , a s
t h e fe cu n da t i n g a n d fe r t i l i z i n g powe rs of n a ture . Th e

c a n d ida t e in t h e se i n i t i a t io n s wa s made to p a ss through
a mimi c re pe t i t ion of th e co n fl ic t a n d d e s t ruc t ion of

O s i r i s , a n d h is e ve n tu a l re cove ry ; a n d th e e xpl a n a t ion s
ma d e to h im, a ft e r h e h a d re ce ive d th e ful l sh a re of l igh t
t o wh i ch th e pa i n fu l a n d so l emn ce remon i e s t h rough
wh ich h e h a d p a sse d h a d e n t i t l e d h im, co n s t i t u t e d th e
s e cre t doc tr i n e of wh i ch I h a ve a l re a dy spoke n , a s th e

obje c t of a ll th e My s t e ri e s . O s i r i s , - a re a l a n d p e rso n a l
g od to th e pe opl e , to b e wo rsh ippe d w i th fe a r a n d wi th
t rembl i n g , a n d to b e prop i t i a t e d w i th s a cr ifice s a n d burn t
offe r i n gs , b e came to

'

th e i n i t i a t e b u t a symbo l of th e

Gre a t firs t ca u s e , l e a s t u n d e rs too d ,

w h i le h is d e a th ,

'

a n d th e wa i l in g ofIs i s , wi th th e re cove ry
of th e body , h is t ra n s l a t ion to th e ra n k ofa c e l e s t i a l be i n g

,

a n d th e co n se qu e n t re jo i c i n g of h is spous e , we re b u t a

Th e l e g e n d s ay s i t w a s c u t i n t o fou rt e e n p i e ce s . Comp a re
t h i s w i th t h e fo u rt e e n d ay s of b u r i a l i n t h e ma so n i c le g e n d of t h e

t h ird d e g re e . Wh y t h e p a rt i cu l a r n u mbe r in e a ch ? I t h a s b e e n
t h o u g h t by some , t h a t in t h e l a t t e r l e g e n d t h e re wa s a re fe re n ce t o
t h e h a lfof t h e moo n

’

s a g e , o r i t s d a rk p e rio d , symbo l i c of t h e

d a rkn e s s of d e a th , fo l lowe d by t h e fo u rt e e n d ay s of br ig h t moon ,

o r re s tora t ion to l ife .
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t rop ica l mode of t e a ch i n g th a t aft e r , d e a th come s l ife
e t e rn a l , a n d th a t t hough th e body b e des t roy e d , th e sou l
sha l l s t i l l l ive .

“ Ca n we d oub t , say s th e Ba ron

'

Sa in t e Cro i x , “
tha t

such . Ce remo n i e s a s those pra ct i se d in th e My st e r i e s of

Os i r is ha d be en o r igin a l ly in s t i t u t e d to impre ss mo re
profoun dly on th e min d the dogma of fu ture rewa rds a n d

Th e
”

suffe r i n gs a n d d e a th of
'Os i r i s , say s Mr . Wilk i n

so n ,1
' we re th e gre a t My ste ry of t h e Egyp t i a n re l ig ion

a n d some t ra c e s of i t a re p e rce p t ible amo n g o th e r p e opl e
of a n t iqu i ty . H is b e i n g t h e d ivme goodn e ss a n d t h e

abs t ra c t i d e a of good ,’ h is ma n ife s t a t io n upo n e a rth (l ike
a n In d ia n g od ) , h is d e a th a n d re surre ct ion , a n d h is ofli ce
a s ju dg e

’

of th e d e a d in a fu ture s ta t e , look l i ke th e e a rly
re ve la t io n ofa fu ture ma n ife s t a t ion of th e de i ty co n ve rt e d
i n to a my tho logica l fa ble .

”

A s imi l a r l e ge n d a n d s imi la r ce remon i e s , va r i e d on ly
a s to

’

t ime , a n d p la ce ,
‘

a n d u n impo rt a n t d e t a i ls , we re to

b e fou n d in a ll th e i n i t i a t io n s of th e a n c i e n t My s t e ri e s .

Th e dogma w a s th e same ,
—fu ture l ife , a n d th e me thod

of i n culca t i n g i t w a s t h e same . Th e co in c i de n ce s b e
twe e n th e d e s ign of t h e s e r i t e s a n d tha t of Fre ema son ry ,
wh ich mus t a l re a dy be gi n to a ppe a r, wi l l e n a ble u s to

give i t s ful l va lu e to th e e xpre ss io n of Hu tch in son , wh e n
h e s ay s th a t “ th e Ma s t e r Ma son re pre se n t s a ma n u n de r

My s tere s d u Pa g a n i sme , t orn . i . p . 6.

1
' No t e s to Raw l i n so n

'

s H e ro d o t u s , b . 1 1 . ch . cl xx i . Mr. Bry a n t
e xp re s se s t h e s ame O p i n io n :

“ Th e p r i n ci p a l r i t e s in Eg y p t we re
co n fe s s e d ly fo r a pe rso n lo s t a n d co n s ig n e d for a t ime

’

to d a rkn e ss ,
wh o wa s a t l a s t fo u n d . Th is pe rso n I h a ve

'

in e n t io n e d to h a ve
be e n d e scr ibe d u n d e r t h e ch a ra ct e r o fO s iri s .

”—An a ly s is ofAn ci e n z

My t/zolog y , vo l . i i i . p . 1 77 .
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th e Chr i st i a n do c t r i n e s a ve d from th e gra ve of i n i qu i ty
a n d ra i s e d t o th e fa i th of s a lva t io n .

”

In Phoe n i c i a s imi la r My s t e r i e s we re ce l e bra t e d in ho n o r
ofAdo n i s , th e fa vo r i t e love r ofV e n u s , wh o , h a vi n g , whi l e
hu n t i n g , be e n s la i n by a wi ld boa r on Mou n t Le ba n o n ,

w a s re s to re d to l ife by Prose rp i n e . Th e my tho logi ca l
s tory is fami l i a r to e ve ry cla ss i ca l scho la r . In t h e p op u

la r the o logy , Adon i s w a s th e '

son of Ci n y ra s , k in g of

Cy ru s , who se u n t ime ly d e a th w a s we p t by V e n u s a n d

h e r a t t e n d a n t n ymph s : in th e phy s i ca l t h e o logy of th e

p h ilo so p h e rs ,T h e w a s a symbo l of th e su n , a l t e rn a t e ly
pre se n t to a n d a bs e n t from th e e a r th b u t in th e i n i t i a t ion
i n to th e My s t e r i e s of h is wo rsh ip , h is re su rre ct io n a n d

re t urn from Ha de s w e re a dopt e d a s a type of th e im

mo rt a l i ty ofth e so u l . Th e c e remo n i e s of in it ia t ion in th e

Adon i a be ga n wi th lame n ta t ion for h is lo s s , - or, a s t h e

proph e t Ez e k i e l e xpre ss e s it , “ Be ho ld , th e re sa t wome n

w e e pi n g for Thammuz ,” for such wa s th e n ame u n d e r
whi ch h is wo rsh ip w a s i n t roduce d amo n g th e Jews ; a n d

th e y e n de d w i th th e mo s t e x t ra vaga n t de mo n st ra t io n s of

joy a t th e re pre se n t a t io n of h is re turn to wh i le th e
h i e roph a n t e xcla ime d , in a co n gra t u la to ry s t ra in ,

Tru s t , y e i n i t i a t e s ; t h e g od i s s a fe ,

An d from o u r g r ie fs a l va t io n sh a l l a ri se .

S p ir i t of Ma so n ry , p . 100.

1
' Va rro , a cco rd i n g to S t . Au g u s t in e (De C iv . D e i , v i . s ay s

t h a t amo n g t h e a n cie n t s t h e re we re t h re e ki n d s of t h e o log y—a

my t /z ica l , wh i ch wa s u s e d by t h e p o e t s ; a p by s i ca l , by t h e p h ilo so

p h e rs , a n d a c i v i l , by t h e p e o p l e .

I
“ To u s le s a n s , s ay s S a i n t e Cro i x , pe n d a n t le s jo u rs co n

s a cré s a u so u ve n ir d e s a mo rt , to u t é to it plon g é d a n s la t ris t e s s e
o n n e ce s so i t d e p o u s s e r d e s g émis s eme n s ; o n a llo i t méme ju sq u

’

a

s e fla g e lle r e t s e d o n n e r d e s co u p s . Le d e rn i e r jo u r d e ce d e u i l ,
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Be fo re pro ce e d i n g to a n e xami n a t ion of those My st e r i e s
wh ich a re t h e mo s t clo se ly con n e ct e d w i th th e ma so n i c
i n s t i tu t io n , i t wi l l b e a s w e l l to t a ke a bri e f v i e w of the i r
ge n e ra l o rga n i za t io n .

Th e s e cre t wo rsh ip , or My s t e r i e s , of th e a n c i e n t s we re
a lway s d iv ide d i n to th e le sse r a n d th e gre a te r ; th e fo rme r
be i n g i n t e n de d o n ly to awa k e n cur ios i ty , to t e s t th e

ca pa c i ty a n d d i spo s i t io n of th e ca n d ida t e , a n d by sym

bo lica l p u rifi ca t ion s to pre pa re h im for h is i n t rodu c t ion
i n to th e gre a t e r My s t e r i e s .

Th e ca n d ida t e w a s a t fi rs t ca l l e d a n a spi ra n t , or se e ke r
of th e t ru th , a n d th e in i t i a l c e remon y wh ich h e u n de r
w e n t w a s a l u s tra t ion or purifica t ion by w a t e r . In th i s
con d i t io n h e may b e compa re d to th e En t e re d Appre n t i ce
of th e ma son i c r i t e s , a n d it is h e re wo rth a dve rt i n g to th e
fa ct (wh i ch wi l l b e h e re aft e r mo re fu l ly d e ve lop e d) tha t
a ll th e ceremon i e s in th e firs t d e gre e of ma so n ry a re

symbo l i c of a n i n t e rn a l pu rifica t ion .

In th e l e s se r My s t e ri e s ’“ th e ca n d ida t e took a n
'

o a t h
of s e cre cy , wh ich w a s a dmi n i s t e re d to h im by th e my s

ta g og u e , a n d th e n re ce i ve d a pre p a ra tory i n s t ruc t ion ,1
'

o n fa iso i t d e s s a cr ifice s fu n eb re s e n l’h on n e u r d e cc d i e u . Le jou r
s u i va n t , o n re ce vo it la n o u ve l le q u

’
Ado n is v e n o i t d

’

etre ra p p e lé a
la v ie , q u i me t to i t fi n a l e u r d e u i l . R e cb e rc/ze s s u r le s My s t .

d a Pa g a n isme , tom. i i . p . 105 .

C leme n t ofA le x a n d ri a ca l ls t h em ( wa t rjg u x I d 71 96 n u a rqplwr ,

t h e my s t e r ie s be fo re t h e my s t e ri e s .

”

t Le s p e t i t s my s t ere s n e co n s is to ie n t qu ’

e n cérémo n ie s p ré

p a ra to ire s . S a z
’

n t e Croix, i . 297 .
—As to t h e o a t h of s e cre cy ,

Bry a n t s a y s , Th e firs t t h in g a t t h e se awfu l me e t i n g s wa s to offe r
a n o a t h of s e cre cy to a ll wh o we re to b e in i t i a t e d , a ft e r wh ich th e y
p ro ce e d e d to t h e ce remo n ie s .

”—An a l . oj An c . My th , vo l . i i i . p .

1 74.
—Th e O rp h i c Arg o n a u t ics a l l u d e to t h e o a t h : y a rd 6

’
demo:

Mbom i g , n . 1 . L, a ft e r t h e o a t h wa s a dmi n i s t e re d to th e mvs t e s ,
”

&c . Orp /i . Arg on . , v . 1 1 .
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wh ich e n able d h im a ft e rwa rds to un de rs t a n d th e d e ve lop
me n t s of th e h ighe r a n d subse qu e n t d iv i s ion . H e w a s

n ow ca l l e d a fi ly s t e s , or i n i t iat e , a n d may b e compa re d
to th e Fe l low Cra ft ofFre ema so n ry .

In th e gre a t e r My s t e r i e s th e who l e kn owl e dge of th e

d iv i n e t ru ths , wh ich was th e obje c t of i n i t ia t io n , w a s

commu n i ca t e d . H e re w e fi n d , amo n g t h e va r iou s ce re
mon i e s wh i ch a ss imi la t e d the se r i t e s to Fre ema so n ry ,
t h e ap b a n ism, whi ch w a s t h e d i sa ppe a ra n ce or de a th ;
th e p a s t as , th e couch , coffi n , or gra v e ; th e e u re s is , or

th e d iscove ry of th e body ; a n d th e a u top sy , or fu l l s igh t
of e ve ry th i n g , t h a t is , th e compl e t e commu n i ca t ion of th e

se cre ts . Th e ca n d ida t e w a s h e re ca l l e d a n ep op t , o r e y e

w i t n e s s , be ca u s e n o th ing w a s n ow h i dde n from h im; a n d

h e n c e h e may b e comp a re d
'

to th e
’Ma s t e r Ma so n , of

whom Hu t ch i n so n says th a t “ h e h a s d i scove re d th e

kn owl e dge of God a n d h is s a lva t ion
,
a n d be e n re de eme d

from th e d e a th of S in a n d th e s e p u lchre of po l l u t ion a n d

u n r igh t e ou sn e ss .

”
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FTER th i s ge n e ra l v i e w of th e re l igiou s Mys t e
ri e s of th e a n c i e n t wo rld , le t u s n ow proce e d to
a clo se r e xamin a t io n of thos e wh i ch a re more
i n t ima t e ly co n n e c t e d wi th t h e h i s to ry of Fre e

ma son ry , a n d who se i n flu e n ce i s , . to th i s d ay , most e v i

d e n t ly fe l t in its o rga n i za t io n .

Of a ll th e paga n Mys te r i e s i n s t i tu t e d by th e a n c i e n t s
n o n e

' w e re mo re e xte n s i ve ly d iffu s e d tha n tho s e of th e

Gre c i a n g od D io n y su s . Th e y w e re e s ta bl i she d in Gre e ce ,
Rome , Sy r ia , a n d a ll As ia Mi n o r . Amon g th e Gre e ks ,
a n d s t i l l mo re amon g th e Roma n s , th e r i t e s ce le bra t e d on
th e D ion y s i a c fe st i va l we re i t mu st h e con fe sse d , of a

d i sso l u t e a n d l i ce n t iou s cha ra ct e r ."é Bu t in As ia the y

Th e s a t iri ca l p e n of Ari s top h a n e s h a s n o t sp a re d th e D io

n y s ia c fe s t i va l s . Bu t t h e ra i l le ry a n d s a rca sm of a comi c wri t e r
mu s t a lway s b e re ce i ve d w i th ma n y g ra i n s of a l lowa n ce . He

h a s , a t l e a s t , be e n ca n d id e n o u g h to co n fe s s t h a t n o o n e co u ld b e
i n i t i a t e d wh o h a d be e n g u i l ty of a n y cr ime a g a in s t h is co u n try or

t h e p u bl i c s e cu r i ty —R a n ce , v . 360
—
365 .

- E u rip id e s ma ke s t h e

ch oru s in h is Ba cch ae p ro cla im t h a t t h e My s t e rie s we re p ra ct is e d
o n ly for v irt u o u s p u rpo se s . In Rome , h owe ve r, th e re ca n b e l i t t le

45
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a ssume d a d iffe re n t fo rm. Th e re , a s e lsewh e re , th e

l e ge n d (for it h a s a l re a dy be e n sa i d tha t e a ch My s t e ry
h a d i t s l e ge n d ) re co u n t e d , a n d th e c e remon i e s re pre s e n t
e d , th e murde r of D io n y su s by th e T i t a n s . Th e s e cre t
do ct r i n e , too , amo ng th e As i a t i cs , w a s n o t d iffe re n t from
th a t amon g th e w e s t e rn n a t ion s , b u t th e re w a s some th i n g
p e cu l i a r in th e o rga n i za t ion of th e sy s t e m. Th e My s t e

r i e s of D io n y su s in Sy r i a , mo re e sp e c i a l ly , w e re n o t

Simply of a th e o logi ca l ch a ra c t e r . Th e re th e d i sc iple s
jo i n e d to th e i n du lge n ce in th e i r spe cu la t i ve a n d s e cre t
op i n ion s a s to th e u n i ty of God a n d t h e immo rt a l i ty of

th e sou l , wh ich w e re common to a ll th e My s t e r i e s , th e
pra c t i ce of a n Ope ra t i ve a n d a rch i t e c tu ra l a rt , a n d occ u

pi e d th ems e lve s a s w e l l in th e co n s truc t io n of t emple s
a n d publ i c bu i ld i n gs a s in th e pursu i t of d iv i n e t ru th .

I ca n a ccou n t for th e gre a t e r pur i ty of t h e s e Sy r i a n
r i t e s o n ly by a dop t i n g th e i n ge n iou s the o ry of Th irw a llfi

"

th a t a ll th e My s t e r i e s “ w e re th e rema i n s of a wo rsh ip
wh i ch pre ce d e d th e r i se of th e H e l l e n i c my tho logy , a n d
i t s a t te n da n t r i t e s , gro u n d e d o n a v i e w of n a tu re l e ss
fa n c ifu l , mo re e a rn e s t , a n d be t t e r fi t t e d to awa ke n bo th
ph i lo soph ica l though t a n d re l igiou s fe e l i n g ,” a n d by s u p

po s i n g th a t th e As ia t i cs , n o t b e i n g , from th e i r g e og ra p h i

d o u b t t h a t t h e in i t i a t io n s p a rto ok a t l e n g t h of a l i ce n t io u s ch a r
a ct e r. O n n e pe u t d o u t e r ,” s ay s S t e . Cro ix , q u e l

’

in tro d u c t io n

d e s fé t e s d e B a cch u s e n I t a l ie n
’

a i t a ccé l éré le s p rog res d u l ib e rt i
n a g e e t d e la d éb a u ch e d a n s ce t t e co n tré e .

” Aly s t . d u Pa g . ,

tom. i i . p . 9 1 . S t . A u g u s t i n e (D e C iv . D e i , l ib . v i i . c . xx i . ) i n
v e i g h s a g a in s t t h e imp u r i ty of t h e ce remo n ie s in It a ly of t h e

s a cre d r i te s of Ba cch u s . Bu t e ve n h e do e s n o t d e n y t h a t t h e

mo t i ve w i t h wh i ch t h e y we re p e rforme d w a s of a re l ig io u s , o r a t

le a s t s u pe rs t i t io u s n a t u re S i c v id e l i ce t L i b e r d e u s p la ca n d u s
fu e ra t .

”
Th e p ro p i t i a t io n of a d e i ty wa s ce rt a in ly a re l ig io u s a ct .

H is t . Gre e ce , vo l. i i . p . 140.
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obs e rva n ce s , ma ny of th e impl eme n t s of ope ra t i ve Ma

soury , a n d u s e d , l ik e t h e Ma so n s , a u n i ve rs a l la n guage ,
a n d co n ve n t io n a l mod e s of re cogn i t io n , by wh i ch on e

brot/ze r mig /zt kn ow a n ot/z e r i n tb c d a rk a s w e ll a s t /z e

l ig /zt , a n d wh ich se rve d to u n i t e t h e who l e body , wh e re
so e v e r the y migh t b e d i sp e rs e d , in o n e commo n bro th e r
h ood fi"

I h a ve s a i d th a t in t h e my s t e r i e s of D ion y su s t h e le

g e n d re cou n t e d th e d e a th of tha t h e ro -

g od , a n d th e s u bse

qu e n t d i scove ry of h is body . Some fur th e r d e ta i l s of t h e

n a tu re of th e D io n y s i a c r i tu a l a re , th e re fo re , n e c e s sa ry
for a tho rough a ppre c i a t io n of th e po i n t s to wh i ch I p ro
po se d i re c t ly to i n v i t e a t t e n t ion .

In th e s e my s t i c r i t e s , th e a sp i ra n t w a s ma d e to re p re

s e n t , symbo l i ca l ly a n d in a drama t i c fo rm, th e e ve n t s
con n e ct e d w i th th e s lay i n g of t h e g od from whom th e

My s t e r i e s de r i ve d th e i r n ame . Aft e r a va r i e ty of pre pa r
a tory ce remo n i e s , i n t e n d e d to ca l l fo r t h a ll h is courage
a n d fo rt i tud e , th e a p h a n ism ormy s t i ca l d e a th ofD io n y su s

Th e re is a b u n d a n t e v id e n ce , amo n g a n ci e n t a u th o rs , of t h e
e xi s t e n ce ofs ig n s a n d p a s swo rd s in t h e My s t e ri e s . Th u s Ap u le i u s ,
in h is Ap o lo g y , s ay s , S i q u i fo rt e a d e s t e oru n d em So lemn iu m

m ih i p a rt i ce p s , s ig n u m d a to ,

”
e tc . ; t h a t is , If a n y o n e h a p p e n s

to b e p re s e n t wh o h a s b e e n i n i t i a t e d i n to t h e s ame ri t e s a s my s e lf,
if h e w i l l g i ve me t h e S i g n , h e sh a l l t h e n b e a t l i be rty to h e a r w h a t
i t is t h a t I ke e p w i t h s o mu ch c a re .

” Pl a u t u s a l so a l l u d e s to
t h i s u s a g e , wh e n , in h is Mi l e s Glo rio s u s , a c t i v . s e . 2 , h e make s
M ilp h id ip p a s ay to Py rg o p o lo n ice s ,

“ C e d o s ig n u m,
S i h a ru n c

Ba cch a ru m e s ; i . e . ,

“ Give t h e s ig n if y o u a re o n e of t h e s e

B a cch ae ,

”
or i n i t i a t e s i n to t h e My s t e r i e s of B a cch u s . C leme n s

A l e xa n d r i n u s ca l l s t h e s e mo d e s of re cog n i t io n owdnna ra ,
a s if

me a n s of s afe ty . A p u l e i u s e l s e wh e re u s e s memora cu la , I t h i n k
to d e n o t e p a s swo rd s , wh e n h e s a y s , s a n c t is s imé s a cro ru m s ig n a
e t memora cu la c u s tod ire , ” wh i ch I am i n cl in e d to t ra n s l a t e , “ mo s t

s cru p u lo u s ly to p re s e rve t h e s ig n s a n d p a s sword s of t h e s a cre d
rite s .

”
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w a s figure d o u t in th e c e remo n i e s , a nd th e shr i e ks a n d

lame n t a t io n s of th e in it i a t e s , wi th th e con fin eme n t or

bur ia l of th e ca n d ida t e on
: th e pa s tos , cou ch , or coflfin ,

con st i t u t e d th e fi rs t pa r t of th e c e remo ny fiOf in i t i a t io n .

Th e n be ga n th e se a rch of Rh e a for th e rema i n s of Dio

n y s u s , wh i ch w a s con t i n u e d ami d sce n e s of th e gre a t e s t
co n fu s ion a n d tumu l t , u n t i l , a t

’

la st , : th e s e a rch ha vi n g
b e e n succe ssful , th e mourn i n g w a s turn e d i n to joy , l igh t
succe e d e d to da rkn e ss , a n d th e ca n d ida t e . w a s i n ve s t e d
w i th ‘

th e kn owle dge of th e s e cre t doct ri n e of th e My s t e

r i e s th e be l i e fin th e e x i st e n ce ofon e God , a n d a fu ture
s t a t e of re wa rds a n d pu n ishme n t s .

"e

Such we re , ,th e my s t e r i e s th a t we re pra c t i se d by th e

arch i t e c ts - th e Fre ema son s , so to spe a k— ofAs i a Mi
n or. A t Ty re , t h e r i ch e s t a n d most impo r ta n t c i ty of

t ha t re gio n , a c i ty memo ra ble for t h e Sple n do r a n d ma g
-J

n ifi ce n c e of th e bu i ld i n gs wi th wh i ch i t
, wa s de co ra te d ,

t h e re we re co lo n i e s or lodge s of th e se my s t i c a rch i t e c ts ;
a n d th i s fa c t I r e qu e s t th a t yo u wi l l be a r i n mi n d , a s i t
fo rms a n importa n t l in k in . th e ch a i n tha t co n n e c ts th e

D io n y s i a cs wi th th e Fre ema son s .

Bu t to -ma ke e ve ry l in k in th i s ch a inflof con n e c t ion
comple t e , i t is n e ce ssa ry tha t th c . my s t ic a rt i st s of Ty re
shou ld b e prove d to b e a t le a s t . co n t empora n e ou s wi th th e

Th e Baro n d e ’

Sa in t e Cro i x g i ve s th i s bri e f V i ew of
'

t h e ce re
mo n ie s : “ D a n s ce s my s tere s o n emp loyo i t , po u r remp l ir l’é‘ime

de s a s s rs t a n s d
’

u n e s a i n t e h o rre u r, le s méme s moy e n s q u
’

a E le u s i s .

L
‘

a p p a ri t io n d e fa n tOme S e t d e d i ve rs obje t s p rop re s a e ffray e r,
s emb lo it d isp o se r le s e sp r i t s a la créd u l i t é . - Ils e n a vo ie n t s a n s

d o u t e be so i nz, p o u r ajo u t e r fo i a to u t e s le s e xp l i ca t io n s d e s
'mys

t a g o g u e s : e l le s ro u lo ie n t s u r le ma s s a cre d e Ba cch u s p a r le s

T i t a n s ,” See . R e cb e rc/ze s s u r le s JIIy s t ére s d u Pa g a n isme , tom. i i .
s e ct . v i i . a rt . i i i , p . 89 .

4



50 THE DIONYSIAC ART IFICER‘S .‘

bu i ld i n g ofKin g So lomo n
’

s t empl e a n d th e e v ide n ce of

t h a t fa c t I sh a l l n ow a t t emp t to prod uce .

Lawri e , who se e la bo ra t e re se a rch e s i n to th i s subje ct
l e a ve u s n o th i n g fur the r to d iscove r , pla ce s th e a rr i va l of
th e D iony s i a cs in As i a Mi n o r a t th e t ime of th e Io n i c
migra t ion , wh e n th e i n h a b i t a n t s ofAt t i ca

,
compl a i n i n g

of th e n a rrown e s s of th e i r t e rr i to ry a n d th e u n fru i tfuln e ss
of its so i l , w e n t in qu e s t of mo re e x t e n s i ve a n d fe r t i le '

se t t leme n t s . B e i n g jo i n e d by a n umbe r of th e i n h a b i t
a n t s of surro u n d in g prov i n c e s

, th e y sa i l e d to As i a Mi n o r ,
drove o u t th e o r igi n a l i n h a b i t a n t s , a n d s e i z e d upo n th e

mo s t e l ig ib le s i tu a t io n s , a n d u n i te d th em u n de r th e n ame

of Io n i a , b e ca u se t h e gre a t e s t n umbe r of t h e re fuge e s
w e re n a t ive s of th a t Gre c i a n Wi th the i r
kn owle dge of th e a rt s of scu lp ture a n d a rch i t e c ture

,
in

wh ich th e Gre e ks h a d a l re a dy ma d e some progre s s , th e
emigra n t s brough t ove r to th e i r n e w se t t leme n t s the ir
re l igious cu s toms a lso , a n d i n t roduce d i n to As i a th e

my s t e r i e s of Ath e n e a n d D io n y su s lo n g be fo re th e y
h a d b e e n co rrup t e d by th e l i ce n t iou sn e ss of t h e mo t he r
cou n try .

Now , Playfa i r p la ce s th e Io n i c migra t ion in th e y e a r
1 044 B . C . , Gi l l i e s in 1 055 , a n d th e Abbé Ba r th e le my in
1 076. B u t th e la t e s t of th e se pe riods wi l l e x t e n d a s fa r

ba ck a s fo rty - fou r y e a rs b e fo re th e comme n ceme n t of t h e

t emple ofSo lomo n a t Je rus a l em, a n d wi l l give ampl e t ime

for th e e s t a bl i shme n t of th e D ion y s ia c fra t e rn i ty a t t h e

c i ty of Ty re , a n d th e i n i t i a t io n of H i ram th e Bu ild e

i n to i t s my st e r i e s .

Le t u s n ow pursu e th e ch a i n of h i sto r i ca l e ve n ts

Lawr ie , H is t . ofFre ema so n ry , p . 27 .
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wh i ch fi n a l ly u n i t e d th i s pure s t bra n ch of th e Spurious
Fre e ma so n ry of t h e paga n n a t io n s wi th th e Primit ive
Fre ema son ry of t h e Je ws a t Je ru sa lem.

Wh e n So lomo n , ki n g of Is ra e l , wa s a bou t to bu i ld , in
a cco rda n ce wi th th e purpo se s ofh is fa the r , Da v id , a hou se
u n to th e n ame ofJe hova h , h is God ,

”
h e ma d e h is in t e n

t io n k n own to H i ram, ki n g of Ty re , h is fr i e n d a n d a l ly ;
a n d be ca u s e h e wa s we l l awa re of th e a rch i t e ctura l ski l l
of th e Ty r i a n D io n y s i a cs , h e be sough t th a t mo n a rch’s
a ss i s t a n ce to e n a bl e h im to ca rry h is p iou s de s ign in to
e xe cu t ion . Scrip ture i n fo rms u s th a t H i ram compl i e d
wi th th e re qu e s t of So lomo n , a n d se n t h im th e n e ce ssa ry
wo rkme n to a ss i s t h im in th e glo r iou s u n de rt a kin g .

Amo n g o t h e rs , h e se n t a n a rchi t e c t , who is bri e fly d e

scribe d , in th e F i rs t Book of Kin gs , a s a widow’

s son ,

of th e t r ibe of Na ph t a l i , a n d h is fa the r a ma n of Ty re ,
a wo rk e r in bra ss , a ma n fi l le d w i th wi sdom a n d u n de r
st a n d i n g a n d cu n n i n g to wo rk a ll wo rk s i n bra ss ; a n d

mo re fu l ly , in th e S e co n d Book ofChro n i c l e s , a s a c u n

n i n g ma n , e n du e d wi th u n de rs t a n d i n g of H i ram my

fa th e r’s , th e so n of a woma n of th e d a ugh t e rs of Da n ,

a n d h is fa th e r , a ma n of Ty re , ski lfu l to wo rk in go ld ,
a n d in Si lv e r , in bra ss , in i ro n , in s ton e , a n d in t imbe r , in
purpl e , in blu e , a n d in fi n e l in e n a n d in crimson , a lso to

gra ve a n y ma n n e r of gra v i n g , a n d to fi n d o u t a n y de vi ce
wh i ch sh a l l b e p u t to h im.

”

To th i s ma n — th i s widow’

s so n (a s S cr ip ture h i s to ry ,
a s we l l a s ma so n i c t ra d i t ion i n fo rms u s) w a s i n tru st e d
by Ki n g So lomo n a n impo r ta n t pos i t io n amon g th e wo rk
me n a t th e s a cre d e d ifice , wh ich w a s con s t ruct e d on

Mo u n t Mo r i a h . H is kn owle dge a n d e xpe r i e n ce a s a n

a rt ifi c e r, a n d h is emin e n t ski l l in e ve ry kin d of curiou s
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a n d cu n n i n g wo rkma n sh ip , re a d i ly p la c e d h im a t th e

h e a d of bo t h t h e Je wi sh a n d Ty ri a n cra ftsme n , a s t h e

ch ie f bu i ld e r a n d pri n c ipa l co n duc to r of t h e wo rks ; a nd

i t is
“

to h im,
by me a n s of t h e la rge a u tho r i ty wh ich th i s

po s i t ion ga ve h im, th a t w e a t tr ibu t e th e u n io n of two

p e opl e , so a n t a gon i s t ica l in ra ce , so d i ss imi la r in ma n n e rs ,
a n d so oppos e d in re l igion , a s th e Jew s a n d Ty r i a n s , in
on e common bro t h e rhood , wh i ch re su l t e d in th e orga n i
z a t io n of th e i n s t i tu t ion of Fre ema son ry . Th i s H i ram,

a s a Ty r i a n a n d a n a rt ifi c e r, mu s t h a ve b e e n co n n e c t e d
w i th th e Dio n y s iac fra t e rn i ty n or cou ld h e h a ve b e e n a

ve ry humble or i n co n sp icuou s membe r , if we may judge
of h is ra n k in th e so c i e ty , from th e amou n t of t a l e n t
wh ich h e i s s a i d to h a ve po s se ss e d , a n d from th e e l e va t e d
po s i t ion tha t h e h e l d in th e affe ct ion s , a n d a t th e cou rt ,
of th e k i n g of Tyre . H e mu s t , th e re fo re , h a ve be e n
we l l a cqu a i n t e d w i t h a ll th e c e remo n i a l u sage s of th e

D io n y s ia c a rt ifi ce rs , a n d mu st h a v e e njoy e d a lon g e xp e

r i cu ce of th e a dva n t a ge s of th e gove rnme n t a n d d i sc ip l i n e
wh ich th e y pra c t i se d in th e e re c t io n of th e ma n y sa cre d
e d ifice s in wh i ch th e y w e re e n gage d . A po r t ion of

’

th e s e

ce remon ia l u sa ge s a n d of th i s d i sc ipl i n e h e wou ld n a tu
ra l ly b e i n cl in e d to i n t roduce amon g th e wo rkme n a t

Je r u sa l em. H e th e re fo re u n i t e d them in a so c ie ty , s im
ila r i n ma n y re spe ct s to t h a t of th e D io n y s i a c a rt ifi ce rs .

H e i n cu lca t e d le s son s of ch a r i ty a n d bro th e rly lov e ; h e
e s ta bl i sh e d a c e remon y of i n i t i a t io n , to t e st e xpe r ime n ta l ly
th e fort it u d e a n d wo r th of th e ca n d ida t e ; a dop t e d mod e s
of re cogn i t ion ; a n d impre s se d th e obl iga t io n s of du ty
a n d pr i n c iple s of mo ra l i ty by me a n s of symbo ls a n d

a l le go ri e s .

To th e
‘

la bore rs a n d me n of burde n , th e Ish Saba ] ,
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a n d to th e cra ft sme n ,
co rre spo n d i n g wi t h th e fi rs t a n d

s e co n d d e gre e s ofmo re mod e rn Ma so n ry , b u t l i t t le se cre t
kn owl e dge w a s co n fid e d . L i ke th e a spira n t s in th e le sse r
My s t e r i e s of paga n i sm, th e i r i n s t ru ct io n s we re Simply to
purify a n d pre pa re th em for a mo re so l emn o rd e a l , ,

a n d

for th e kn owle dge of th e subl ime st t ru th s . The se we re
to b e foun d o n ly in th e Ma s t e r’s d e gre e , wh ich i t w a s

i n t e n de d Shou ld b e in imi t a t io n of th e gre a t e r My s t e r i e s ;
a n d in i t we re to b e u n fo lde d . e xpla i n e d , a n d e n fo rce d th e
gre a t doc tr in e s of th e u n i ty of God a n d th e immo rt a l i ty
of th e sou l . Bu t h e re t h e re mu s t h a ve a t o n ce a r is e n a n

a ppa re n t ly i n surmoun ta ble obs t a cle to t h e fur th e r co n t in
n a t io n of th e re sembla n ce OfMa so n ry to th e My s t e r i e s
of D ion y su s . In th e paga n My s t e r i e s , I h a ve a l re a dy
s a i d tha t t h e s e le s son s w e re a l le go r i ca l ly t a ugh t by me a n s

of a l e ge n d . Now , in th e My s t e r i e s of D io n y su s , th e
l e ge n d wa s th a t of th e de a th a n d subse qu e n t re su sc i t a t ion
of th e g od D ion y su s . Bu t i t wou ld h a ve be e n u t te r
ly impo ss ib le to i n t roduc e such a l e ge n d a s th e ba s is of

a n y i n s t ruc t io n s to b e commu n i ca t e d to Je wi sh ca n d i
d a t e s . An y a l l us io n to t h e my tho logica l fa ble s of the i r
Ge n t i le n e ighbo rs , a n y ce l e bra t ion of t h e my t hs of paga n
t h e o logy , wo u ld ha ve be e n e qu a l ly offe n s i ve to th e t a s t e

a n d re pugn a n t to th e re l igiou s pre jud i ce s of a n a t ion
e duca t e d from ge n e ra t ion to ge n e ra t io n , in th e wo rsh ip
of a d iv i n e be i n g je a lo u s of h is pre roga t i ve s , a n d wh o

h a d ma de h ims e lf kn own to h is pe ople a s th e JEH OVAH ,

th e God of t ime pre s e n t , pa s t , a n d fu t ure . H ow th i s
obs ta cle would h a ve be e n surmo u n t e d by th e Isra e l i t i sh
fou n de r of t h e o rde r I am u n a bl e to s ay : a subs t i t u t e
would , n o doubt , ha v e be e n i n ve n t e d , wh ich wou ld ha ve
me t a ll th e symbo l i c re qu i reme n t s of th e l e ge n d of th e
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My st e r i e s , or Spur iou s Fre ema so n ry , wi thou t v io la t in g th e
re l ig io u s pr i n c ip l e s of th e Pr imi t i ve Fre ema so n ry of th e

Jew s ; b u t th e n e c e ss i ty for su ch i n ve n t io n n e ve r e x i s t e d ,
a n d be fo re th e compl e t ion of th e t e mpl e a me la n cho ly
e ve n t is sa i d to h a v e o ccu rre d , wh ich s e rve d to c u t th e

Go rd i a n kn o t , a n d t h e d e a t h of i ts ch i e f a rch i t e ct h a s
s uppl i e d Fre ema so n ry wi t h i t s a ppropr i a t e l e ge n d— a

l e ge n d wh ich , l ike th e le ge n ds of a ll th e My s t e ri e s , is u se d
to t e s t ify o u r fa i th in th e re surre ct io n of th e body a n d

th e immo rt a l i ty of th e sou l .
Be fo re con cl ud i n g th i s pa r t of th e subje ct , it is prop e r

th a t some th i n g shou ld b e sa i d of th e a u th e n t i c i ty of th e

l e ge n d of th e th i rd d e gre e . Some d i s t in gu ish e d Ma so n s

a re d i spo se d to give i t fu l l cre d e n ce a s a n h i s to r i ca l fa ct ,
wh i le o th e rs look upon i t o n ly a s a b e a u t ifu l a l l e go ry .

So fa r a s th e qu e s t io n h a s a n y b e a r i n g upon th e symbo l
ism of Fre ema so n ry i t is n o t of impo r t a n ce ; b u t tho se
wh o con t e n d for it s h i s to ri ca l ch a ra c t e r a sse r t th a t th e y
do so o n th e fo l lowin g grou n ds :
F i rst . B e ca u se th e cha ra ct e r of th e l e ge n d is such a s

to me e t a ll th e re qu i reme n ts of th e w e l l - kn own a x iom of

V in ce n t i u s Lirin e n s is , a s to wha t we a re to be l i e ve in
t ra d i t ion a ry ma t t e rs fi“

Q u a d
‘

s emp e r , qu od u biq u e , qu od a b omn i bu s t ra

d i t u m e s t .

”

V in ce n t i u s L irin e n s is o r V in ce n t of L ire n s , wh o l i ve d in t h e
fift h ce n t u ry of th e Ch r i s t i a n e ra , wro t e a co n t ro ve rs i a l t re a t i s e
e n t i t l e d Commo n i to riu m,

” rema rka b le for t h e b l i n d ve n e ra t io n
wh i ch i t p ay s to t h e vo i ce of t ra d i t io n . Th e ru le wh i ch h e t h e re
l ay s d ow n , a n d w h i ch is c i t e d i n th e t e x t , ma y b e co n s id e re d , in a

mo d ifie d a p p l i ca t io n , a s a n a xiom by wh i ch we may t e s t t h e yflrob

a b i l i ty , a t le a s t , of a ll sort s of t ra d i t io n s . No n e o u t of t h e p a le of

V i n ce n t ’s ch u rch w i l l g o so fa r a s h e d id in ma kin g i t t h e cr i t e r io n
of p o s i t i ve tru th .
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of i t imprope r . An d th i s is suppo se d to h a ve be e n th e

fa ct . I t h a d be come th e l e ge n d of th e n e w My s t e r i e s , a n d ;
l i ke tho se of th e o ld o n e s , w a s on ly to b e d ivu lge d wh e n
a ccompa n i e d wi th th e symbo l i c i n s t ru ct ion s wh i ch i t w a s

i n t e n d e d to impre ss upon th e mi nd s of th e a sp i ra n t s .

Bu t if, o n t h e o th e r h a n d , it b e a dmi t t e d t ha t th e l e ge n d
of th e th i rd d e gre e is a fi c t io n ,

— t h a t th e who l e ma so n i c
a n d e xt ra - scrip tura l a ccoun t of H i ram Ab if is s imply a

my th ,— i t coul d n o t , in th e s l igh t e s t d e gre e
, a ffe c t th e

t h e o ry wh ich i t is my obje c t to e s ta bl i sh . For s i n c e , in a

my th i c re la t ion , a s th e l e a rn e d M ii lle r ’le h a s obse rve d
,
fa ct

a n d imagi n a t io n , th e re a l a n d th e i d e a l , a re ve ry clo se ly
u n i t e d , a n d s i n ce th e my th i t s e lf a lway s a r i se s , a cco rd i n g
to th e same a u tho r , o u t of a n e c e s s i ty a n d u n con sc iou s
n e ss o n th e pa r t ofi ts frame rs , a n d by impu l se s wh ich a c t

a l ike o n a ll, w e mu s t g o ba ck to th e Spur iou s Fre ema

so u ry of th e D ion y s i a cs for th e pri n c iple wh ich le d to th e

i n vo l u n ta ry fo rma t ion of t h i s H iramic my th a n d th e n w e

a rr ive a t th e same re su l t , wh i ch h a s b e e n a l re a dy i n d i
ca t e d , n ame ly , th a t th e n e ce ss i ty of th e re l ig iou s se n t ime n t

in t h e Je wi sh mi n d , to wh i ch t h e i n t roduct ion of th e

l e ge n d ofD ion y su s wou ld h a ve be e n a bho rre n t , le d to th e
subs t i tu t ion for i t of tha t of H i ram, in wh ich th e i de a l
pa rt s of th e n a rra t i ve h a v e b e e n i n t ima t e ly ble n de d wi th
re a l t ra n sa ct ion s . Thu s , t h a t the re w a s such a ma n a s

H i ram Ab if; t h a t h e w a s th e ch i e f bu i ld e r a t th e t empl e
OfJe ru sa lem ; tha t h e w a s th e co n fide n t i a l fr i e n d of th e
k in gs of Is ra e l a n d Ty re , whi ch is i n d i ca t e d by h is t i t l e
ofAb , or fa the r ; a n d th a t h e is n o t h e a rd of afte r th e
comple t ion of th e t emp le , —a re a ll h i s to r i ca l fa ct s . Th a t

Pro le g . z u e in e r wis se n sh aft lich . My tho log ie .
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h e d i e d by v io l e n ce , a n d in th e w ay de scr ibe d in th e ma

son i c l e ge n d , may b e a lso t ru e , or may b e me re ly my th i ca l
e l eme n ts in co rpo ra t e d i n to t h e h isto r i ca l n a rra t ive .

Bu t wh e the r th i s b e so or n o t ,
—wh e th e r th e l e ge n d b e

a fa ct or a fic t io n , a h i s to ry or a my th , —t h i s , a t l e a s t , is
ce rt a i n : th a t i t w a s a dop te d by th e So lomon i c Ma son s of

th e t e mple a s a sub st i t u t e for th e i do la t rou s le ge n d of th e

de a th of D ion y su s wh ich be lon ge d to th e D ionys i a c Mys
t e rle s ofth e Tyria n workme n .



THE UNION OF SPECULATIV E AND OPERATIV E MA

SONRY AT THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON .

HUS ,
t h e n , w e a rr i v e a t a n o th e r impo r t a n t e po ch

in th e h i s to ry of th e o r ig in of Fre ema so n ry .

I h a v e shown h ow th e Pr imi t iv e Fre ema so n ry ,
o r igi n a t i n g in t h i s n e w wo rld , wi th Noa h , w a s h a n de d
down to h is d e sce n da n ts a s a pure ly sp e cu la t ive in st it u
t io n , e mbra c i n g ce r t a i n t ra d i t io n s of t h e n a tu re of God

a n d of th e sou l .
I h a ve shown h ow , soo n aft e r th e d e l ug e

,
th e de sce n d

a n t s of No a h se pa ra t e d , o n e po r t io n , lo s i n g th e i r t ra d i
t ion s , a n d subs t i tu t i n g in th e i r pla ce i do la trou s a n d po ly
th e i s t i c r e l ig ion s , wh i l e th e o th e r a n d sma l l e r po r t io n
re t a i n e d a n d commu n i c a t e d tho se o r igi n a l t ra d i t io n s u n

d e r th e n ame of th e Pr imi t i ve Fre ema so n ry ofa n t iqu i ty .

I h a v e shown h ow , amo n g th e po ly t h e i st i c n a t ion s
t h e re w e re a few p e rso n s wh o s t i l l h a d a d im a n d cloud
e d u n d e rs t a n d in g of th e s e t ra d i t io n s , a n d th a t th e y t a ugh t
th em in ce rt a i n s e cre t i n s t i tu t io n s , kn own a s th e My s t e

r i e s ,” t hu s e s t a bl i sh i n g a n o t h e r bra n ch of th e spe cu la t ive
sci e n c e wh i ch is kn own u n d e r th e n ame of th e Spuriou s
Fre ema so n ry of a n t i qu i ty .
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Aga i n , I h a ve shown how o n e sect or d iv i s io n of th e se
Spur iou s Fre ema so n s e x i s te d a t Ty re abou t th e t ime of

th e bu i ld i n g ofKi n g So lomo n
’

s

.

t emple, a n d a dde d to
th e i r sp e cu l a t ive sc ie n ce ,

i

wh ich w a s much pure r tha n
t ha t of th e i r con t empo ra ry G e n t i l e my st i cs , th e pra c t i ce
of th e a rt s of a rch i t e cture a n d scu lp ture , un de r th e n ame

of th e D io ny s ia c Fra t e rn i ty ofArt ifi ce rs ;

An d , la s t ly , I h a ve shown h ow , a t th e bu i ld i n g of th e

So lomon i c t empl e , o n th e i n v i ta t ion of th e ki n g of Isra e l ,
a la rge b ody of the se a rch i t e c ts re pa i re d from Ty re to

Je ru s a l em, o rga n i ze d a n ew i n s t i tu t io n , or, ra th e r , a mod i
fi ca t io n of th e two o ld

‘

on e s , t h e Pr imi t iv e Fre ema so n s

amo n g th e Isra e l i t e s y i e ld i n g some th i n g , a n d th e Spu
r ion s Fre ema son s amo n g th e Ty r i a n s y i e ld i n g mo r e ;
th e forme r pu r ify i n g th e sp e cu la t i v e sc i e n ce , a n d th e lat t e r
i n troduc i n g th e Op e ra t i ve a rt , toge th e r wi th t h e my s t i ca l
ce remon i e s wi th wh i ch th e y a ccompa n i e d i t s a dmi n i s tra
t ion .

It is a t th i s e poch , th e n , th a t I pla ce th e firs t u n io n of

spe cu la t ive a n d ope ra t i ve Ma son ry , a u n io n wh i ch con

t in u e d u n in t e rrup t e dly to e x i st u n t i l a compa ra t i ve ly re ce n t
pe r iod , to which I sha l l ha ve o cca s io n he re afte r bri e fly to
a dve rt .
Th e o th e r bra n ch e s of th e Spu riou s Fre ema son ry we re

n o t
,
how e ve r , a l toge the r a n d a t o n ce abo l i sh e d by th i s

u n ion , b u t con t in u e d a lso to e x i st a n d t e a ch th e i r h a lf
t ru thfu l dogma s , for age s a ft e r , wi th i n t e rrupt e d succe ss
a n d d imi n i sh e d i n flu e n ce , u n t i l , in th e fifth ce n tury of th e

Chri s t i a n e ra , th e who le of th em w e re pro scribe d by th e
Empe ro r Th e odo s i us . From t ime to t ime , how e ve r ,
o th e r p a rt ia l un i on s took pla ce , a s in th e in sta n c e of
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Py th ago ra s , wh o , o r igi n a l ly a membe r of th e schoo l of
Spur iou s Fre ema so n ry , w a s , dur i n g h is v i s i t to Ba by lo n ,

a bo u t fou r h un dre d a n d fifty y e a rs afte r th e u n io n a t th e

t empl e ofJe ru sa l em, i n i t ia t e d by th e ca p t ive Isra e l i t e s
i n to th e r i t e s ofTempl e Ma son ry , wh e n ce th e in s t ru c t io n s
of th a t sage a pprox ima t e much mo re n e a rl y to th e pri n
c ip le s of Fre ema son ry , bo t h in sp ir i t a n d in l e t t e r , th a n
tho se of a n y o th e r of th e ph i los oph e rs of a n t iqu i ty ; for
wh ich re a son h e is fami l i a rly ca l le d , in th e mode rn ma

son i c le ct ure s , a n a n c i e n t fri e n d a n d bro th e r , a n d a n

impo rt a n t symbo l of th e o rde r , th e fo rty - se ve n th problem
of Eu cl i d , h a s b e e n con se cra t e d to h is memory .

I d o n o t n ow propose to e n t e r upon so e x t e n s i ve a t a sk

a s to t ra ce th e h i s to ry of th e i n s t i t u t io n from th e compl e
t ion of th e fi rs t t empl e to it s de st ru c t ion by N e b u ch a d

n e z z a r ; through th e s e ve n ty - two y e a rs of Ba by lon ish
capt i v i ty to th e re bu i ld in g of th e se con d t empl e by

Ze rubb abe l ; th e n ce to th e d e va sta t ion of Je ru sa lem by

T i tu s , wh e n it w a s fi rs t i n t roduc e d in to Eu rope ; thro ugh
a ll its s t ruggle s in th e mi dd le a ge s , some t ime s pro t e ct e d
a n d some t ime s pe rse cu t e d by th e chu rch , some t ime s for

b idde n by th e law a n d oft e n e r e n co u ra ge d by th e mon a rch
u n t i l , in th e be gi n n i n g of th e s i xt e e n th ce n tury , it a ssume d
it s pre se n t o rga n i za t ion . Th e de ta i ls wou ld re qu i re mo re
t ime for th e i r re ca p i tu la t ion t ha n th e l imi t s of th e pre se n t
wo rk wi l l pe rmi t .
Bu t my obj e ct is n o t so mu ch to give a con n e ct e d h is

to ry ofth e progre ss ofFre ema son ry a s to pre se n t a ra t io n a l
v i e w of i ts o rig in a n d a n e xami n a t ion of t ho se impo rta n t
mod ifica t ion s wh ich , from t ime to t ime , w e re impre sse d
upon i t by e xt e rn a l in flue n ce s , so a s to e n a ble u s th e more
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re a di ly to appre ci a t e th e t ru e ch a ra cte r a n d d e s ign of its

symbo l i sm.

Two sa l i e n t po in t s , a t l e a s t , in it s subse qu e n t h i sto ry ,
e spe c ia l ly i n v i te a t te n t ion , be ca us e th e y h a ve a n importa n t
be a r in g on i ts o rga n i za t ion , a s a combin e d spe cu la t i ve
a n d ope ra t ive in st it u t ion .



THE TRAVELLING FREEMASONS OF THE MIDDLE
AGES .

HE fi rs t of the s e po i n t s to wh ich I re fe r is th e

e s t a bl i shme n t of a body of a rch i t e c t s , w ide ly d is
s e mi n a t e d throughou t Europ e dur i n g th e mi dd le

a ge s u n d e r th e a vowe d n ame of Tra ve ll i ng F re ema son s .

Th is a s soc i a t io n of wo rkme n , s a i d to ha ve b e e n th e

d e sce n da n t s of t h e Te mple Ma so n s , may b e t ra ce d by
th e ma s s i ve mo n ume n ts of th e i r Sk i l l a t a s e a rly a pe r iod
a s th e n i n th or t e n th ce n tury ; a l though , a cco rd i n g to th e
a u tho ri ty ofMr . Hope , who h a s wri t t e n e la bo ra t e ly on

th e subje c t , some h i s to r i a n s h a ve fo u n d th e e vide n ce of

th e i r e x i s te n ce in th e s e ve n th ce n tury , a n d h a ve t ra ce d a

p e cu l i a r ma so n i c l a n gu age in th e re ign s of Ch a r l emagn e
of Fra n ce a n d Alfre d of En gla n d .

I t is to th e se me n , to the i r p re emin e n t Sk i l l in a rch i
t e cture , a n d to th e i r we l l - o rga n i z e d sy s t em a s a cl a s s of

wo rkme n , t h a t th e wo r ld is i n d e b t e d for those ma g

n ifi ce n t e d ifice s wh ich spra n g up in such u n de vi a t in g
pr in c ip l e s of a rch i t e ctu ra l fo rm durin g th e mi ddl e age s .

Wh e re ve r th e y came , says Mr . Hop e , “ in th e su i t e
62
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— t h ems e lve s giv i n g th e d e s ign s a n d supe r in t e n d ing th e
co n s t ruc t ion of th e i r chu rch e s , a n d employ i n g th e ma n u a l
la bo r of th e i r ow n mo n ks in th e e d ifi ca t io n of t h em.

”

Thu s in E n gla n d , in t h e t e n th c e n tu ry , th e Ma son s a re

s a id to h a ve re ce ive d th e spe c i a l pro t e ct ion of Ki n g
Ath e lst a n ; in th e e le ve n th ce n tu ry , Edwa rd th e Co n fe s

sor d e cla re d h ims e lf th e i r p a t ro n ; a n d in th e twe lfth ,
H e n ry I . ga ve th em h is pro t e c t ion .

In to Sco t la n d th e Fre ema son s p e n e t ra t e d a s e a rly a s

t h e be gin n i n g of th e twe lfth ce n tury , a n d e re c t e d t h e

Abb e y of Ki lw i n n i n g , wh ich aft e rw a rds be came th e

cra dle of Sco t t i sh Ma so n ry un de r th e gove rnme n t of

Ki n g Robe rt Bruc e .

Of th e magn ifice n t e d ific e s wh i ch th e y e re c t e d
,
a n d of

th e i r e xa l t e d con d i t io n u n de r bo th e ccle s i a s t i ca l a n d lay
p a t ro n age in o th e r co u n t r i e s , it is n o t n e ce ss a ry to give a

mi n u t e d e t a i l . It is suffi c i e n t to say th a t in e ve ry pa r t of
Europ e e v ide n c e s a re to b e fo u n d of th e e x i s te n ce of

Fre ema so n ry , pra c t i se d by a n o rga n i z e d body of wo rk
me n , a n d wi t h W homme n of le a rn i n g w e re u n i t e d or, in

o th e r wo rds , of a comb i n e d ope ra t ive a n d sp e c u la t ive
i n s t i tu t io n .

Wh a t th e n a t ure of t h i s spe cu la t ive sc i e n ce con t i n u e d
to b e , w e may l e a rn from t ha t ve ry cu r iou s , if a uth e n t i c ,
do cume n t , da t e d a t Co logn e , in th e y e a r 1 535 , a n d h e n ce
d e s ign a t e d a s t h e Ch a rt e r of Co logn e .

’
In th a t in s tru

me n t , wh ich purpo rts to ha ve be e n i ssu e d by th e h e a d s of
th e o rde r in n i n e t e e n d iffe re n t a n d impo rt a n t c i t i e s of Eu
rope , a n d is a ddre sse d to th e i r bre thre n a s a d e fe n ce
a ga in s t th e ca l umn i e s of th e i r e n emi e s , i t is a n n ou n ce d th a t
th e o rde r took i ts o r ig i n a t a t ime

“ wh e n a fe w a de p ts,
d i s t in gu i she d by the i r l ife , th e i r mora l doc t r i n e , a n d t h e i r
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sa cre d i n t e rpre t a t ion of th e a rca n ic t ru th s , wi thdre w
th emse lve s from th e mu l t i tude in o rd e r mo re e ffe c tu a l ly
to pre s e rve u n co n t ami n a t e d th e mo ra l pre ce pt s of tha t
re l igio n wh i ch is impla n t e d in th e mi n d of ma n .

”

W e thu s , th e n , h a ve be fo re u s a n a spe ct of Fre e
ma so n ry a s i t e xi st e d in th e middl e age s , wh e n it pre se n t s
i t s e lf to o u r v i e w a s bo th ope ra t ive a n d spe cu la t ive in it s
ch a ra c t e r . Th e Ope ra t ive e leme n t th a t h a d be e n in fu se d
i n to i t by th e D io n y s i a c a rt ifi ce rs of Ty re , a t th e bu i ld i n g
of th e So lomon i c t empl e , w a s n o t y e t d i sse ve re d from
th e pure spe cu l a t ive e l eme n t wh ich h a d pre va i le d in it

a n te r ior to tha t pe r iod .

5
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HE n e x t po in t to wh ich o u r a t te n t ion is to b e

d i re ct e d is w h e n ,
a fe w ce n turi e s la t e r , th e

ope ra t i ve ch a ra c t e r of th e i n st i t u t ion be ga n to

be l e ss promi n e n t , a n d th e Sp e cu la t ive to a ssume a p re

emi n e n ce wh ich e ve n t u a l ly e n de d in th e to t a l se p a ra t ion
of th e two .

A t wh a t pre c i se pe r iod th e Spe cu la t i ve be ga n to p re

domin a t e ove r th e ope ra t iv e e l eme n t of th e soc i e ty , i t
is impos s ibl e to s ay . Th e ch a n ge w a s un doub t e dly
gra dua l , a n d is to b e a t t r ibu t e d , in a ll probab i l i ty , to
th e in cre a se d n umbe r of l i te ra ry a n d sc i e n t ifi c me n wh o

w e re a dmi t t e d i n to th e ra n ks of th e fra t e rn i ty .

Th e Ch a rt e r ofCo logn e , to wh ich I h a ve ju s t a l l ud e d ,
Spe a ks of l e a rn e d a n d e n l igh t e n e d me n a s con s t i tu t in g
th e so c i e ty lo n g b e fo re th e d a t e of t h a t docume n t , wh i ch
w a s 1 535 ; b u t th e a u th e n t i c i ty of th i s work h a s , it mu s t
h e co n fe s s e d , be e n impugn e d , a n d I wi l l n o t , th e re fo re ,
pre s s th e a rgume n t o n i ts doub tfu l a u thor i ty . Bu t th e

d ia ry of tha t ce l e bra t e d a n t iqu a ry , E l i a s Ashmo le , wh ich
is a dmi t t e d to b e a u th e n t i c , de scr ib e s h is a dmi s s io n in th e

y e ar 1 646 in to th e o rde r , wh e n t h e re is n o do ub t tha t th e
as
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Op e ra t ive ch a ra c t e r w a s fa s t givi n g w ay to t h e Sp e cu la t ive .

Pre s ton t e l ls u s th a t a bou t th i rty y e a rs b e fo re , wh e n th e

Ea rl ofPembroke a s sume d th e Gra n d Ma st e rsh ip ofE n g

la n d , “ ma n y emi n e n t , we a l thy , a n d le a rn e d me n w e re
a dmi t t e d .

”

In t h e y e a r 1663 a n a ssembly of th e Fre ema son s of

E n gla n d w a s h e ld a t Lon don , a n d th e Ea rl of S t . Alba n s
w a s e l e c t e d Gra n d Ma s t e r . A t th i s a ssembly ce rta in
re gula t io n s we re a dopt e d , in wh ich th e qu a l ifica t io n s
pre scr ib e d for ca n d ida t e s cl e a rly a l lude to th e sp e cu la t ive
cha ra c t e r of th e in s t i tu t ion .

An d , fi n a l ly , a t th e comme n ce me n t of th e e igh t e e n th
ce n tu ry , a n d dur in g th e re ign of Clu e e n An n e , who d i e d ,
i t wi l l b e remembe re d , in 1 7 1 4, a propos i t ion wa s agre e d
to by th e soc i e ty “ t ha t th e priv i le ge s ofMa son ry shou ld
n o lo n ge r b e re s t ri ct e d to ope ra t i ve ma so n s , b u t e xt e n d
to me n of va r io u s profe ss ion s , provid e d tha t th e y we re
re gu la rly a pprove d a n d i n i t i a t e d i n to th e o rde r .”

Acco rd i n gly th e re co rds of th e soc i e ty Show tha t from
th e y e a r 1 7 1 7 , a t le a s t , th e e ra common ly , b u t improp e rly ,
d i s t i n gu i sh e d a s th e re s to ra t io n ofMa son ry , th e ope ra t i ve
e l eme n t of th e i n st i t u t ion h a s be e n comple t e ly d isca rde d ,
e xce p t so fa r a s i t s in flu e n ce is e xh ib i te d in th e cho i ce
a n d a rra n geme n t of symbo ls , a n d th e typ ica l u se of its

t e ch n i ca l la n gu age .

Th e h is to ry of th e o r igi n of th e orde r is h e re con

c lude d ; a n d in bri e fly re cap i tu la t i n g , I may s ay th a t in
i ts fi rs t i n c e pt ion , from th e t ime of No a h to th e bu i ld i n g
of th e t emple of So lomo n , it w a s e n t i re ly spe cu la t ive in
it s ch a ra ct e r ; th a t a t th e con s t ruct io n of tha t e d ifice , a n
ope ra t ive e leme n t wa s i n fuse d i n to i t by th e Ty r i a n
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bu i ld e rs ; th a t i t co n t i n u e d to re ta i n th i s compou n d
Ope ra t ive a n d sp e cu la t i ve o rga n i z a t io n u n t i l a bo u t th e

mi dd le of th e s e ve n t e e n t h ce n tu ry , wh e n th e la t t e r e le

me n t b e ga n to pre domin a t e ; a n d fi n a l ly , t h a t a t th e

comme n ceme n t of th e e igh t e e n th ce n tu ry , th e op e ra t ive
e l eme n t who l ly d i s app e a re d , a n d th e soc i e ty h a s e ve r
s in ce pre se n t e d i t se lf in th e ch a ra ct e r of a s imply sp e c u

l a t i ve a sso c i a t io n .

Th e h i s to ry th a t I h a ve thu s br i e fly ske tched , wi l l e l i c i t
from e ve ry re fl e ct i n g mi n d a t l e a s t two de du c t io n s ofsome

impo r ta n ce to th e i n t e l l ige n t Ma son .

In th e fi rs t pla c e , w e may ob se rve , th a t a sc e n d i n g , a s
t h e i n s t i tu t io n doe s , away up th e s t re am of t ime , a lmos t
to th e v e ry fou n t a i n s of h i sto ry , for i t s so urce , i t come s

down to u s
, a t t h i s d ay , wi th so v e n e ra ble a n a ppe a ra n ce

of a n t iqu i ty , th a t for t h a t ca u se a n d o n th a t cla im a lon e
i t d ema n ds t h e re spe c t of th e wo rld . It is n o re ce n t
i n ve n t io n of huma n ge n i u s , who se v i ta l i ty h a s y e t to b e
t e s te d by th e w e a r a n d t e a r of t ime a n d oppo s i t ion , a n d

n o sudd e n grow th of Sho rt - l iv e d e n th u s i a sm, who se e xi s t
e n ce may b e a s e ph eme ra l a s i t s b i rth w a s re ce n t . On e

of th e O l d e s t of th e se mod e rn i n s t i tu t io n s , th e Ca rbo
n a rism of I t a ly , boa s t s a n a g e th a t sca rce ly amou n t s to
th e h a lf of a c e n tury , a n d h a s n o t b e e n a ble to e x t e n d i ts
progre ss b e yo n d th e cou n t r i e s of Sou th e rn Europe , im
me d i a t e ly a dj a ce n t to th e pla ce of i t s b i rth wh i le it a n d

e ve ry o the r soc i e ty of o u r own t ime s t h a t h a v e so ugh t to
S imu la t e t h e ou twa rd a ppe a ra n ce of Fre e ma son ry , s e em

to h im who h a s e xami n e d th e h is torv of t h i s a n c i e n t
i n s t i tu t ion to h a ve Sprun g a rou n d i t , l ike mushrooms

burs t i n g from be tw e e n th e roo t s a n d v e ge t a t i n g u n d e r.

th e sha de of some migh ty a n d v e ne ra bl e o ak , th e pa t r i
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a rch of th e fo re s t , who se huge t ru n k a n d wide - e x t e n de d
bra n che s h a ve pro t e c t e d th em from t h e s u n a n d t h e ga le ,
a n d who s e fru i t , throw n ofl

‘

in a u tumn , h a s e n r ich e d a n d

fa t t e n e d t h e so i l th a t give s th e se humble r p la n ts '

t h e i r
powe r of l ife a n d grow th .

Bu t th e re is a mo re impor ta n t d e duc t ion to b e draw n

from th is n a rra t i ve . In t ra c i n g th e
’ progre ss of Fre ema é

sou ry , w e Sh a l l fi n d i t so i n t ima t e ly co n n e ct e d wi th th e

h i s to ry of ph i losophy , of re l igio n , a n d of a rt in a ll age s
of t h e wo rld , t h a t i t is e v ide n t t h a t n o Ma so n c a n e xp e ct
t ho rough ly to u n de rs ta n d th e n a ture of th e i n s t i tu t ion , or

to a ppre c i a t e it s ch a ra c t e r , u n le ss h e sh a l l ca re ful ly s tudy
i t s a n n a ls , a nd ma k e h ims e lf con ve rsa n t wi th th e fa c ts
of h i s to ry , to wh ich a n d fromwh ich it g ive s a n d re ce i ve s
a mu tu a l i n flu e n c e . Th e bro th e r who u n fo r tu n a t e ly s u p

po se s tha t th e o n ly re qu i s i t e s Of a sk i lfu l Ma son con s i s t
in re p e a t i n g wi th flu e n cy th e o rd i n a ry le ctu re s , or in cor

re c t ly op e n i n g a n d clo s in g th e lodge , or i n givi n g wi th
suffic i e n t a ccu ra cy th e mode s of re cogn i t ion , wi ll h a rdly
cre d i t th e a sse r t io n , th a t h e who s e kn owle dge of th e

“ roy a l a rt
”

e x t e n ds n o fa rth e r th a n th e se pre l imi n a r i e s
h a s sca rc e ly a dva n ce d be yon d th e rud ime n ts of o u r sc i

e n ce . The re is a fa r n oble r s e r i e s ofdoct ri n e s wi th wh i ch
Fre ema so n ry is co n n e ct e d , a n d wh i ch n o s tud e n t e ve r
be ga n to i n ve s t iga t e w ho d i d n o t fi n d h imse lf i n se n s ibly
le d o n , from s t e p to s t e p in h is re se a rch e s , h is love
a n d a dmi ra t ion of th e o rde r i n cre a s i n g w i th th e a u g

me n t a t io n of h is a cqu a i n t a n ce wi th i t s cha ra c t e r . It is

th i s whi ch co n s t i tu t e s th e sci e n ce a n d th e ph i lo sophy of

Fre e ma so n ry , a n d it is t h i s a lon e wh ich wi l l re turn t h e

scho la r who de vo t e s h imse lf to th e t a sk a s e ve n fo ld
rewa rd for h is la bo r .
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Wi th th is v i e w I propose , in th e n e xt pla ce , to e n t e r

upon a n e xami n a t io n of tha t s c i e n ce a n d ph i lo sophy a s

th e y a re de ve lope d in th e sy s t em of symbo l i sm, wh ich
owe s i ts e x i s t e n ce to t h i s p e cu l ia r or ig i n a n d o rga n i z a t ion
of th e o rde r , a n d wi thou t a kn owle dge of wh ich , such
a s I h a ve a t temp t e d to po rt ray i t in t h is pre l imi n a ry
i n qu i ry , th e sc i e n ce i t se lf cou ld n e ve r b e un de rs tood .
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Th e Roma n Ca tho l i c ch u rch * is , p e rh a ps , th e o n ly

co n t empo ra n e o u s i n s t i t u t io n whi ch con t i n u e s to cu l t iva t e ,
in a n y d e gre e , th e be a u t ifu l sy s t em of symbo l ism. Bu t

th a t wh ich , in th e C a tho l i c chu rch , is , in a gre a t me a sure ,
i n c id e n t a l , a n d t h e fru i t of d e v e lopme n t

,
is , in Fre e ma so n

ry , t h e v e ry l ife - blood a n d so u l of th e i n s t i tu t io n ,
bo rn

wi th i t a t i t s b irth , or, ra th e r , t h e ge rm from wh ich th e
t re e h a s Sprun g , a n d s t i l l g iv i n g i t suppo rt , n o u ri shme n t ,

a n d e ve n e x i s t e n c e . Wi thdra w from Fre e ma son ry i t s

symbo l i sm,
a n d yo u t a ke from t h e body i t s sou l , le a v in g

b e h in d n o th i n g b u t a l ife l e ss ma s s of e fl
'

e t e ma t t e r , fi t t e d
on ly for a ra p id d e cay .

S i n ce , th e n , th e sc i e n c e of symbo l i sm fo rms so impo r
t a n t a pa rt of th e sy s t em of Fre ema so n ry , i t wi l l b e w e l l
to comme n ce a n y d i scu s s io n of t h a t subj e c t by a n i n ve s t i
g a t ion of th e n a tu re of symbo l s in ge n e ra l .
Th e re is n o sc i e n c e so a n c i e n t a s th a t of symbolismd

'

a n d n o mod e of i n s t ruc t io n h a s e ve r b e e n so ge n e ra l a s

B i sh o p En g l a n d , in h is Exp l a n a t io n of t h e M a s s , s ay s t h a t

in e ve ry ce remo n y we mu s t look fo r t h re e me a n i n g s t h e firs t ,
t h e l i t e ra l , n a t u ra l , a n d , i t ma y b e s a id , t h e o rig i n a l me a n i n g ; t h e
s e co n d , t h e fig u ra t i ve o r emb l ema t i c s ig n ifica t io n ; a n d t h ird ly ,

t h e p io u s or re l ig io u s me a n i n g : fre q u e n t ly t h e two l a s t w i l l b e
fo u n d t h e s ame ; some t ime s a ll t h re e _

w i l l b e fo u n d comb i n e d .

”

H e re l i e s t h e t ru e d iffe re n ce be twe e n t h e symbo l i sm of t h e ch u rch
a n d t h a t of M a so n ry . In t h e fo rme r , t h e symbo l i c me a n i n g w a s

a n a ft e rt h o u g h t a p p l i e d to t h e o rig i n a l , l i t e ra l o n e ; in t h e l a t t e r,
t h e symbo l i c w a s a lwa y s t h e o r ig i n a l s ig n ifica t io n of e ve ry
ce remo n y .

T Wa s n o t a ll t h e k n owl e d g e
Of t h e Eg y p t i a n s wr i t in my s t i c symbo l s ?
S p e a k n o t t h e S crip t u re s oft in p a ra b l e s ?
Are n o t th e ch o i ce s t fa bl e s of t h e p o e t s ,

Th a t we re t h e fo u n t a i n s a n d firs t s p ri n g s of w i sd om,

Wra p p e d in p e rp l e xe d
BEN JON SON ,

A le nemis t , a c t i i . sc . i .
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wa s th e symbo l i c in fo rme r a ge s . Th e fi rst le a rn in g
in th e wo rld ,” say s t h e gre a t a n t iqu a ry , D r . S t u ke ly ,
“ con s i s t e d ch i e fly of symbo ls . Th e w i sdom of th e

Cha lde a n s , Ph ce n ic ia n s , Egyp t ian s , Je ws , of Zo roa s t e r ,
S a n cho n ia th on , Ph e re cyd e s , Sy ru s , Py thago ra s , Socra t e s ,
Pla to , of a ll t h e a n c i e n t s t ha t is come to o u r h a n d , is
symbo l i c .

”
A n d th e l e a rn e d Fa be r rema rk s , th a t a l le

go ry a n d pe rson ifica t ion w e re pe cul i a rly agre e a ble to th e

ge n i u s of a n t iqu i ty , a n d th e Simpl i c i ty of t ru th wa s

co n t i n u a l ly s a cr ifice d a t th e Shri n e of poe t i ca l d e co ra
t io n .

”

In fa ct , ma n
’
s e a rl i e st inst ruc t io n w a s by symbo ls fi

’

Th e obje ct i ve ch a ra ct e r of a symbo l is be s t ca l cu l a t e d to

b e gra spe d by th e i n fa n t mi n d , wh e th e r t h e i n fa n cy of

t ha t min d b e con s i d e re d n a t ion a lly or i n d ivi d u a lly .

A n d h e n ce , in th e fi rs t age s of th e wo rl d , in i ts i n fa n cy ,
a ll propo s i t io n s , t he o logica l , po l i t i ca l , o r sc i e n t ific , we re
e xpre s se d in th e fo rm of symbo ls . Thus t h e firs t re l i
g io n s w e re emi n e n t ly symbo l i ca l , b e ca u s e , a s tha t gre a t
ph i lo soph ica l h i s to r i a n , Gro t e , h a s rema rke d , A t a t ime

whe n la n gu a ge w a s y e t i n i t s i n fa n cy , v is ibl e symbo ls
w e re th e mo s t v iv id me a n s of a ct i n g upo n th e ml n d s of

ign o ra n t h e a re rs
Aga i n : ch i ldre n re ce ive th e i r e l eme n t a ry t e a ch i n g in

symbo l s . A w a s a n Arch e r wh a t is th is b u t symbo l
ism? Th e a rch e r be come s to th e i n fa n t mi n d th e symbo l
of th e l e t t e r A , ju st a s , in a fte r l ife , th e l e t t e r be come s , to

th e more a dva n ce d mi n d , th e symbo l of a ce rt a i n sou n d

Th e d i s t in g u i sh e d Ge rma n my t h o log i s t Ma l le r d e fin e s a

symbo l
.

to b e a n e t e rn a l , v is ib le S ig n , w i t h wh i ch a S p iri t u a l
fe e l i n g , emo t io n , o r id e a is co n n e ct e d .

” I am n o t awa re of a

mo re comp re h e n s i ve , a n d a t t h e s ame t ime d is t in ct i ve , d e fin i t io n .
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of th e h uma n vo i ce .

* Th e fi rs t l e sson re ce i ve d by a

ch i ld in a cqu i r i n g h is a lph a be t is thu s con ve y e d by sym

ho l i sm. Eve n in th e ve ry fo rma t io n of la n gu age
, th e

me d ium of commu n i ca t ion b e twe e n ma n a n d ma n , a n d

wh ich mu st h e n ce h a ve be e n a n e l eme n t a ry s t e p i n th e

progre ss of huma n improveme n t , i t w a s fo u n d n e c e ssa ry
to h a ve re co u rs e to symbo ls , for wo rds a re o n ly a n d t ru ly
c e rt a i n a rb i t ra ry symbo l s by wh i ch a n d t hrough wh ich
w e giv e a n u t te ra n ce to o u r i de a s . Th e const ruc t io n of

l a n gu age w a s , th e re fo re , o n e of th e firs t product s of t h e

sc i e n ce of symbo l i sm.

We mu s t co n s ta n t ly be a r in mi n d th i s fa ct , of th e pri
ma ry e xi s t e n ce a n d pre domi n a n ce of symbo l i sm in th e

e a r l i e s t t ime s Twh e n w e a re i n ve s t iga t i n g th e n a ture of

th e a n c i e n t re l ig ion s , wi th wh ich th e h i s to ry of Fre ema

son ry i s SO in t ima t e ly co n n e ct e d . Th e o ld e r th e re l ig io n ,
th e mo re th e symbo l i sm a boun ds . Mode rn r e l ig io n s may

co n ve y th e i r dogma s in a bs t ra c t propo s i t io n s ; a n c i e n t
re l ig io n s a lway s con ve y e d th em in symbo ls . Thu s th e re
is mo re symbo l i sm in th e Egyp t i a n re l ig ion tha n in th e

An d i t ma y b e a d d e d , th a t t h e wo rd b e come s a symbo l of a n

id e a ; a n d h e n ce , H a rr i s , i n h is H e rme s ,
”
d e fin e s l a n g u a g e to b e

“
a sy s t em ofa rt icu l a t e vo ice s , t h e symbo l s ofo u r id e a s , b u t oft h o s e

p rin cip a l ly wh i ch a re g e n e ra l o r u n i ve rs a l .” H e rme s , book
i i i . ch . 3 .

1
’ Symbo l s , s ay s M u l le r, a re e v id e n t ly co e v a l w i t h t h e

h u man ra ce ; t h e y re s u l t from th e u n io n of t h e so u l w i t h t h e bo dy
i n ma n ; n a t u re h a s imp l a n t e d t h e fe e l i n g fo r t h em in th e h u ma n

I n t rod u ct ion t o a S ci e n t ifi c Sy s t em ofMy t /zolog y , p . 1 96,

Le i tch
’

s t ra n s l a t io n . R . W . M a cka y s ay s , Th e e a rl ie s t i n s t ru
me n t s of e d u ca t io n w e re symbo l s , t h e mo s t u n i ve rs a l symbo l s of

t h e mu l t i t u d i n o u s ly p re s e n t D e i ty , b e i n g e a rt h o r h e a ve n , or some

s e le ct e d obje ct , s u ch a s t h e s u n o r moo n , a t re e or a s to n e , fami l
i a rly s e e n in e i th e r of Prog re ss of t b e I n t e l le ct , vo l . i .

p 1 3+
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Je wi sh , mo re in th e Je wi sh th a n in th e Chri st i a n , mo re
i n th e Chri s t i a n t h a n in th e Nloh amme d a n , a n d , la s t ly ,
mo re in t h e Roma n t ha n in th e Pro t e s t a n t .
Bu t symbo l i sm is n o t o n ly th e mo s t a n c i e n t a n d g e n e ra

a l , b u t i t is a lso th e mo s t pra c t i ca l ly u se fu l , of sc i e n ce s .

W e h a ve a l re a dy se e n how a ct ive ly it op e ra t e s in th e

e a rly st age s of l ife a n d of soc i e ty . We h a ve se e n how

th e fi rs t i d e a s ofme n a n d of n a t io n s a re impre sse d u pon
th e i r mi n ds by me a n s of symbo ls . It w a s thu s th a t th e
a n c i e n t pe ople s we re a lmo s t who l ly e duca t e d .

“ In th e Simple r s t age s of so c i e ty ,
”
say s o n e wri t e r on

th i s subj e c t , “ ma n k i n d ca n b e i n s t ruc t e d in th e a bs t ra c t
kn owl e dge of t ru th s o n ly

'

by symbo ls a n d pa ra ble s .

H e n ce we fi n d mo s t h e a th e n re l igion s b e comi n g my th ic ,
or e xpla i n i n g th e i r my s t e ri e s by a l l e go r i e s , or i n st ruc t ive
i n c ide n t s . Nay , God h imse lf, kn owi n g t h e n a tu re of th e

cre a ture s fo rme d by h im, h a s co n d e sce n de d , in th e e a rl i e r
re ve l a t io n s tha t h e ma de of h ims e lf, to t e a ch by symbo ls ;
a n d th e gre a t e s t of a ll t e a ch e rs i n s tru c t e d t h e mu l t i tude s
by pa rabl e s .

ale Th e gre a t e xempla r of t h e a n c i e n t ph i
losop hy a n d th e gra n d a rche typ e ofmode rn ph i lo sophy
w e re a l ike d ist i ngu i sh e d by the i r po sse ss in g th is fa cu l ty

Be twe e n t h e a l le g o ry , or p a ra b le , a n d t h e symbo l , th e re is , a s
I h a ve s a id , n o e s s e n t i a l d iffe re n ce . Th e Gre e k ve rb n a g afla l lw,

wh e n ce come s t h e word p a ra ble , a n d t h e ve rb o vyfla l lw in t h e

s ame l a n g u a g e , wh i ch is t h e roo t of t h e wo rd symbol , bo t h h a ve
t h e sy n o n ymo u s me a n in g “ to comp a re .

”
A p a ra ble is o n ly a

sp oke n symbo l . Th e d e fin i t io n of a p a ra bl e g i ve n by Ad am

C l a rke is e qu a l ly a p p l i ca bl e to a symbo l , v iz
“ A comp a ri so n

o r s imi l i t u d e , in wh i ch o n e t h i n g i s comp a re d w i t h a n o t h e r,
e s p e ci a l ly s p ir i t u a l t h in g s w i t h n a t u ra l , by wh ich me a n s th e s e

Sp iri t u a l t h i n g s a re be t t e r u n d e rs tood , a n d make a d e e p e r impre s
s io n o n t h e a t t e n t i ve mi n d .

”
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in a h igh d e gre e , a n d h a ve to l d u s th a t ma n w a s b e s t
i n s tru ct e d by s imi l i tude s .

”

Such is th e sy s t e m a dopt e d in Fre ema so n ry for th e

d e ve lopme n t a n d i n cu lca t io n of th e gre a t re l ig iou s a n d

ph i losoph ica l t ru ths , of wh ich i t wa s , for SO ma ny y e a rs ,
th e so l e con se rv a to r . An d it is for th i s re a son th a t I h a ve
a l re a dy rema rk e d , th a t a n y i n qu i ry i n to t h e symbo l i c
ch a ra ct e r of Fre ema so n ry , mu st b e pre ce de d by a n in ve s

t ig a t ion of th e n a tu re of symbo l i sm in ge ne ra l , if w e

wo u ld prop e rly a ppre c i a t e i ts pa r t i cu la r u se in t h e o rga n
iz a t ion of t h e ma son i c i n s t i tu t io n .

North Bri t i sh Re v ie w , Au g u s t , 1 85 1 . Fa b e r p a s s e s a s imi l a r
e n comi u m. H e n ce t h e l a n g u a g e of symbo l i sm, be in g so p u re ly
a l a n g u a g e Of id e a s , is , in o n e re sp e c t , more p e rfe ct t h a n a n y

o rd i n a ry l a n g u a g e ca n b e : i t p o s s e s se s th e v a ri e g a t e d e le g a n ce of

sy n o n yme s w i t h o u t a n y of t h e ob scu r i ty wh i ch a r is e s from t h e u s e

ofamb ig u o u s t e rms .

”
On tke Prop lze ci e s , i i . p . 63 .
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ND n ow , le t u s a pply t h i s doc tri n e of symbo l i sm
to a n i n ve s t iga t io n of th e n a t ure ofa sp e cu l a t i ve
sc i e n ce , a s d e r iv e d from a n op e ra t ive a rt ; for

th e fa c t is fami l i a r to e ve ry o n e th a t Fre e ma so n

ry is of two k i n ds . We wo rk , i t is t ru e , in Spe cu l a t ive
Ma so n ry o n ly , b u t o u r a n c i e n t bre thre n wro u gh t in bo th
op e ra t i ve a n d spe cu la t iv e ; a n d it is n ow w e l l u n de rs tood
th a t th e two bra n ch e s a re w ide ly a pa rt in de s ign a n d in

ch a ra ct e r— t h e o n e a more u s e ful a rt , i n t e n de d for th e

pro t e c t io n a n d co n ve n i e n ce of ma n a n d th e gra t ifica t io n
of h is phy s i ca l wa n t s , th e o th e r a profo u n d sci e n ce , e n
t e r i n g i n to a bs t ru s e i n ve s t iga t ion s of th e sou l a n d a fu t ure
e xi s te n c e , a n d o rigi n a t i n g in th e cra vi n g n e e d Ofhuma n i t y
to kn ow s ome th i n g t h a t is above a n d be yo n d th e me re
o u twa rd l ife t h a t su rrou n d s u s wi th i t s gro ss a tmo sphe re
h e re be low .

* In de e d , th e o n ly bo n d o r l i n k tha t u n i t e s

“ By Sp e cu l a t i ve M a so n ry we l e a rn to s u bd u e o u r p a s s io n s ,
to a ct u p o n t h e sq u a re , to ke e p a to n g u e of g oo d re p ort , to

77
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spe cu la t ive a n d ope ra t i ve Ma so n ry is th e symbo l i sm
th a t b e lo n gs a l toge th e r to th e fo rme r , b u t wh ich , t hro ugh
o u t i ts who l e e x t e n t , is d e r i ve d from th e la t t e r .
Ou r fi rs t i n qu i ry , th e n , wi l l b e in to t h e n a t ure of th e

symbo l i sm wh i ch ope ra t i ve give s to Sp e cu l a t i ve Ma son ry ;
a n d tho ro u gh ly to u n d e rs t a n d th i s — to kn ow i t s o r ig i n

,

a n d it s n e c e ss i ty , a n d it s mode of a ppl i ca t io n —w e mu s t
be gi n wi th a re fe re n ce to th e con d i t ion of a lo n g pa st
pe r iod of t ime .

Thou sa n ds of y e a rs a g o , th is sc i e n ce of symbo l i sm w a s

a dopt e d by th e sa ga c iou s pri e s thood of Egyp t to co n ve y
th e l e s son s of wo rldly wi sdom a n d re l ig iou s kn owl e dge ,
wh ich th e y thu s commun i ca t e d to the i r d i sc ipl e s .

* Th e i r
sc i e n ce , th e i r h i s to ry , a n d t h e i r ph i lo sophy w e re thus
co n ce a l e d b e n e a th a n imp e n e t ra bl e v e i l from a ll th e p ro

fa n e , a n d o n ly th e fe w w ho h a d p a sse d through th e

s e ve re o rd e a l of i n i t i a t ion w e re p u t in po s se ss ion of th e

ke y wh i ch e n a bl e d th em to d e c iph e r a n d re a d w i th e a se

those my s t i c l e sson s wh i ch w e s t i l l se e e n gra ve d upon th e
Ob e l i sks , th e tombs , a n d th e s a rcoph agi , wh ich lie sca t

ma in t a in s e cre cy , a n d pra c t is e ch a r i ty .
— L e ct . of F e l . Crafl .

Bu t t h i s is a ve ry me a g re d e fin i t io n , u nwort h y of th e p l a ce i t

o ccu p i e s in th e l e ct u re of t h e s e co n d d e g re e .

An ima l wo rs h ip amo n g t h e Eg y p t i a n s w a s th e n a t u ra l a n d
u n a vo i d a bl e co n s e q u e n ce of t h e m i sco n ce p t io n , by t h e v u lg a r, of
t h o s e embl ema t i ca l fig u re s i n ve n t e d by t h e p ri e s t s to re cord t h e ir
own p h i lo s op h i ca l co n ce p t io n of a b s u rd i d e a s . A s t h e p i ct u re s
a n d e ffrg ie s s u spe n d e d in e a rly Ch ri s t i a n ch u rch e s , to com

memora t e a p e rso n or a n e ve n t , be came in t ime obje ct s of wor

s h ip to t h e v u lg a r , so , in Eg y p t , t h e e so t e r i c or sp ir i t u a l me a n

in g of t h e emb l ems w a s lo s t in th e g ro s s ma t e r i a l i sm of t h e

be h o ld e r . Th i s e so t e ri c a n d a l le g o ri ca l me a n i n g w a s , h owe ve r,
p re s e rve d by t h e p r i e s t s , a n d commu n i ca t e d in t h e my s t e r i e s a lo n e
t o t h e i n i t i a t e d , w h i l e t h e u n i n s tru c t e d re t a i n e d o n ly t h e g ro ss e r
co n ce p t io n .

”
GLIDDON , O t i a E g yj t i a ca , p . 94.
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ve rse —th e la n d , th e s e a , a n d th e a ir. The fi rs t two , or

e x t e r io r po r t ion s , wh i ch we re a cce s s ib le to th e pri e s ts a n d
t h e pe opl e , we re symbo l i c of t h e la n d a n d th e s e a , wh ich
a ll me n migh t i n h ab i t ; wh i l e th e th i rd , or i n t e r io r d iv i s
ion ,
— th e ho ly of ho l i e s , — who s e t hre sho ld n o mo r ta l

d a re d to cro ss , a n d wh ich w a s pe cu l i a rly co n se cra t e d
to GOD ,

w a s embl ema t i c of h e a ve n , h is dw e l l i n g- pl a ce .

Th e ve i ls , too , a cco rd i n g to Jo s e phu s , w e re i n t e n d e d for
symbo l i c i n s t ru c t ion in th e i r co lo r a n d th e i r ma t e r i a ls .

Co l le ct i ve ly , th e y re pre se n t e d th e fo u r e l eme n t s of th e

u n i ve rs e ; a n d , in pa ss i n g , it may b e Obs e rv e d t h a t t h i s
n o t io n of symbo l i z i n g th e u n ive rse ch a ra c t e r i z e d a ll th e

a n c i e n t sy s tems , bo th th e t ru e a n d t h e fa l se , a n d th a t th e
rema i n s of th e pr i n c iple a re to b e fo u n d e ve rywh e re , e ve n
a t th i s d ay , p e rva d i n g Ma so n ry , wh ich is b u t a d e ve lop
me n t of th e se sy s tems . In th e fo u r v e i ls of th e t a b e rn a cl e ,
t h e wh i t e or fi n e l i n e n s ign ifi e d th e e a rth , from wh ich flax
w a s produce d th e sca rl e t s ign ifie d fi re , a ppropri a t e ly re p

re se n t e d by i ts flami n g co lo r ; th e purpl e typ ifi e d t h e s e a ,

in a l l u s ion to th e sh e l l - fi sh mure x , from whi ch th e t i n t
w a s obt a i n e d ; a n d t h e blu e , t h e co lo r of t h e fi rmame n t ,

w a s embl ema t i c ofa ir.

*

It is n o t n e ce ssa ry to e n t e r i n to a d e t a i l of th e who le
sy s t em of re l igiou s symbo l i sm, a s d e ve lope d in th e Mo sa i c
r i tu a l . It w a s b u t a n a ppl i ca t io n of th e s ame pr i n c ipl e s
of in s t ruct ion , t h a t p e rva d e d a ll th e surro u n d i n g G e n t i l e
n a t io n s , to th e i n cu lca t io n of t ru th . Th e ve ry i de a of th e

a rk i t se lf1" wa s borrow e d , a s th e d i scove r i e s of th e mode rn

Jo s e p h u s , An t iq . book i i i . ch . 7 .

1 Th e a rk , or s a cre d bo a t , of t h e Eg yp t i a n s fre qu e n t ly occu rs
o n t h e wa l ls of t h e temp le s . I t wa s ca rr i e d in g re a t p omp by t h e

prie s t s o n t h e o cca s io n of t h e “
p ro ce s s io n of t h e sh r i n e s , by



SPECULAT IVE SC IENCE AND OPERAT IVE ART . 8 1

Egyp to logi s t s h a ve Shown u s , from th e ba n ks of th e N i le ;
a n d th e bre a s tpl a t e Of th e h igh pr i e s t , wi th i ts Urim a n d

Th u mmim
,

ale w a s i n de b t e d for i ts o r igi n to a Simi la r o rn a
me n t wo rn by t h e Egyp t i a n judge . Th e sy s t em w a s th e

s ame ; in it s appl i ca t io n ,
o n ly , d id i t d ifle r.

Wi th th e t ab e rn a cle ofMo se s th e t emple of Ki ng Sol
omon l s clos e ly co n n e c t e d : th e o n e w a s th e a rch e type of

th e o the r . Now , i t is a t th e bu i ld i n g of tha t t empl e tha t
w e mu s t pla ce th e o r igi n of Fre ema son ry in it s pre se n t
o rga n i z a t io n : n o t t h a t t h e sy s t em d id n o t e xi s t be fo re ,
b u t tha t th e u n io n of i t s ope ra t ive a n d Spe cu la t ive ch a ra c
t e r, a n d th e mu tu a l d e p e n d e n ce of o n e upon th e o th e r ,
we re th e re firs t e s tabl ish e d .

A t th e co n s t ru c t ion of th i s s tupe n dou s e d ifi ce — s t u p e n

dou s , n o t in magn i tude , for ma n y a pa r i sh church h a s
Si n ce e xce l le d i t in S iz e ,Tb u t s tupe n do u s in th e we a l th
a n d magn ific e n c e of i t s o rn ame n t s— th e wi se k i n g of

Isra e l , wi th a ll th a t saga c i ty for wh i ch h e w a s so emi

n e n t ly d i s t i n gu i sh e d , a n d a i d e d a n d coun se l le d by t h e

Ge n t i l e e xp e r i e n ce of th e k i n g of Ty re , a n d tha t immor

t a l a rch i t e c t w ho supe r i n t e n de d h is wo rkme n , saw a t

o n ce th e e xce l l e n ce a n d b e a u ty of th i s me thod of in cu l

ca t i n g mo ra l a n d re l igiou s t ru th , a n d ga ve , th e re fo re , th e
impu lse to th a t symbo l i c re fe re n ce of ma t e r ia l t h in gs to a

me a n s of s t a ve s p a s s e d t h ro u g h me t a l r i n g s i n i t s s id e . I t wa s

t h u s co n d u c t e d i n to t h e t emp l e , a n d d e p o s i t e d o n a s t a n d . Th e

re p re s e n t a t io n s we h a ve Of i t b e a r a s t r iki n g re s embla n ce to t h e

Je w is h a rk , ofwh i ch i t is n ow a dmi t t e d to h a ve be e n t h e p ro to ty p e .

“ Th e Eg y p t i a n re fe re n ce i n th e Urim a n d Th u mmim i s e s p e

c ia lly d i s t i n c t a n d i n co n tro ve rt i b l e .

” HENG STENBERG , p . 1 58 .

1 Acco rd i n g to t h e e s t ima t e ofB i s h op C u mbe rl a n d , i t w a s o n ly
o n e h u n d re d a n d n i n e fe e t in l e n g th , t h irty - s ix in bre a d th , a n d
fi fty

- fo u r i n h e ig h t .

6
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Spi r i tu a l se n se , wh i ch h a s e ve r s in ce d i st i n g u i sh e d th e

i n s t i tu t io n of whi ch h e w a s th e fou n d e r .
If I d e eme d i t n e ce s sa ry to subs t a n t i a t e th e t ru th of th e

a sse rt ion t ha t th e mi n d of Ki n g So lomo n w a s emi n e n t ly
svmbo lic in i t s prope n s i t i e s , I migh t e a s i ly re fe r to h is

wri t in gs , fi l le d a s th e y a re to profu s ion wi th t rope s a n d

figu re s . Pa s s in g ov e r th e Book ofCa n t i c le s , t h a t gre a t
ly r i ca l drama , who s e a bs tru se symbo l i sm h a s n o t y e t be e n
fu l ly e vo lv e d or e xpla i n e d , n o twi th s t a n d i n g th e va st n u m
b e r of comme n ta to rs w ho h a ve la bo re d a t t h e t a sk , - I

migh t Simply r e fe r to th a t b e a u t ifu l p a ssage in th e tw e lfth
ch a pt e r of Eccl e s i a s t e s , so fami l ia r to e ve ry Ma son a s

be i n g a ppropri a t e d , in th e r i t u a l , to t h e ce remon i e s of th e

th i rd d e gre e , a n d in wh ich a d i l a pida t e d bu i ld i n g is me t a

p h o rica lly ma d e to re pre se n t th e d e cay s a n d in fi rmi t ie s

of o ld a g e in th e huma n body . Th i s br i e f b u t e loqu e n t
de scrip t ion is i t se lf a n embod ime n t ofmu ch ofo u r ma so n i c
symbo l i sm,

bo th a s to th e mod e a n d th e subje c t ma t t e r .
In a t t emp t in g a n y i n v e s t iga t io n i n to th e symbo l i sm of

Fre e ma son ry , th e fi rs t th i n g th a t shou ld e n gage o u r a t t e n

t io n is th e ge n e ra l pu rpo rt of th e i n st i tu t io n , a n d th e mode
in which i t s symbo l i sm is d e v e lop e d . Le t u s fi rs t e xami n e
it a s a who l e , be fo re w e i n ve s t iga t e it s pa rt s , ju s t a s w e

wo u ld fi rst v i e w , a s cr i t i cs , th e ge n e ra l e ffe c t of a bu i ld i n g ,
be fo re w e be ga n to i n qu ire i n to i t s a rch i t e ct ura l d e ta i ls .

Looki n g , t h e n , in th i s w ay , a t th e i n st i tu t io n comi n g
down to u s , a s it h a s , from a re mo t e a g e h a vi n g pa s se d
u n a l t e re d a n d u n sca t hed through a t hou sa n d re vo lu t ion s
of n a t io n s— a n d e n gagin g , a s d i scipl e s in it s Schoo l of
me n t a l l abo r , th e i n t e l le c tu a l of a ll t ime s th e first th i n g
th a t mu st n a tu ra l ly a rre st th e a t t e n t ion is th e s in gu la r
comb i n a t io n th a t it pre se n t s of a n op e ra t i ve w i th a spe e n
l a t ive o rga n i z a t ion a n a rt wi t h a sc i e n ce th e t e chn i ca l
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t e rms a n d la n gu age of a me ch a n i ca l profe s s ion wi th th e

a bs tru s e t e a ch i n gs of a profou n d ph i lo sophy .

H e re it is be fore u s a ve n e ra bl e schoo l , d i sco urs i n g
of t h e d e e pe s t subje c t s of wi sdom

,
in wh i ch s age s migh t

a lon e fi n d th emse lve s a ppropri a t e ly e mploy e d , a n d y e t

h a v i n g it s bi r th a n d de r iv i n g i t s fi rs t l ife from a soc i e ty
of a rt i sa n s , whose on ly obj e ct w a s , a ppa re n t ly , th e con

s truct io n of ma t e r i a l e d ifice s of s to n e a n d mo rt a r .
Th e n a ture , th e n ,

. of th i s Ope ra t i ve a n d spe cu la t ive
comb i n a t i o n , IS th e fi rs t problem to b e so lve d

, a n d th e

symbo l i sm wh i ch d e pe n ds upon it is th e firs t fe a ture of

th e i n s t i tu t io n wh ich is to b e d e ve lope d .

Fre ema so n ry , in i t s ch a ra ct e r a s a n ope ra t ive a rt , is

fami l i a r to e ve ry o n e . A s such
,
i t is e n ga ge d in t h e

a ppl i ca t io n of th e ru l e s a n d pr i n cipl e s of a rch i t e cture to

th e co n s t ru c t ion of e d ifice s for priva t e a n d publ i c u se

ho u se s for th e dwe l l i n g- pla ce ofma n , a n d t empl e s for th e
wo rsh ip of D e i ty . It abou n ds , l ike e ve ry o the r a rt , in

th e u s e of t e chn i ca l t e rms
,
a n d employ s , In pra c t i ce , a n

a bu n d a n ce of impl eme n t s a n d ma t e ri a ls wh ich a re p e cu

l i a r to i t s e lf.
Now ,

if t h e e n ds of Ope ra t ive Ma son ry h a d h e re
ce a s e d ,— if th i s t e chn i ca l d ia le ct a n d th e se t e ch n i ca l im

p leme n t s h a d n e v e r b e e n u se d for a n y o th e r pu rpo se , n or
a ppropri a t e d to a n y o t he r obj e ct , th a n th a t of e n a bl i n g it s
d i sc ipl e s to pursu e th e i r a rt i s t i c la bo rs wi th gre a t e r con
ve n ie n ce t o t h emse lve s ,— Fre ema son ry wo u ld n e v e r h a ve
e x i s t e d . Th e same p rmcrp le s migh t , a n d in a ll proba
b i lity wou ld , h a v e b e e n d e ve lope d in some o th e r w a y b u t

th e o rga n i z a t ion , th e n ame , th e mode of i n s truct ion , would
a ll h a ve mo s t ma t e r i a l ly d iffe re d .

Bu t th e ope ra t ive Ma son s , who fou n de d th e o rde r , we re
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n o t co n t e n t wi th th e me re ma t e r ia l a n d ma n u a l pa rt of
t h e i r profe s s io n : th e y a djo i n e d to it , u n d e r th e wi se in
s tru c t io n s of th e i r l e a de rs , a co rre la t i ve bra n ch of s tudy
An d h e n ce , to th e Fre ema so n ,

th i s op e ra t i ve a rt h a s

b e e n symbo l i z e d in t h a t i n t e l le ctu a l d e duc t io n from i t
,

w h i ch h a s b e e n co rre ct ly ca l l e d Spe cu la t i ve Ma so n ry .

A t on e t ime , e a ch w a s a n i n t e gra n t p a r t of o n e u n d iv i de d
sy s t em. No t th a t th e p e r iod e ve r e x i s t e d wh e n e ve ry
ope ra t ive ma son w a s a cqu a i n te d w i th , or i n i t i a t e d in to ,
t h e spe cu la t i ve sc i e n ce . Eve n n ow , th e re a re thou sa n ds
of sk i lfu l a rt i sa n s wh o kn ow a s l i t t l e of th a t a s th e y do of

t h e H e bre w l a n gu age wh ich w a s spok e n by i t s fou n de r .
Bu t ope ra t ive Ma so n ry wa s , in th e i n ce p t io n of o u r h is

to ry , a n d is , i n some me a sure , e ve n n ow , th e Sk e l e ton
upon wh ich w a s s t ru ng th e l iv i n g mu scl e s , a n d t e n do n s ,
a n d n e rve s of th e Spe cu la t i ve sy s t em. I t w a s th e block
ofma rbl e - rud e a n d u n po l i sh e d i t ma y h a ve be e n from
wh ich w a s scu lp ture d th e l ife - bre a th i n g s t a tu e .

*

Spe cu la t i ve Ma so n ry (wh ich is b u t a n o th e r n ame for

Fre ema so n a ry in i ts mod e rn a cce p ta t ion ) may b e bri e fly
d e fin e d a s th e sc i e n t ifi c a ppl i ca t io n a n d th e re l ig iou s co n

s e cra t io n of th e ru l e s a n d pri n c ipl e s , t h e l a n gu age , th e
impl eme n t s a n d ma t e r i a l s of Op e ra t i ve Ma son ry to th e

v e n e ra t io n of God , th e pu rifica t io n of th e h e a r t , a n d th e
i n cu lca t io n of th e dogma s ofa re l ig iou s ph i lo sophy .

“ Th u s d id o u r w i s e Gra n d Ma s t e r co n tr i ve a p l a n , by

me ch a n i ca l a n d p ra ct i ca l a l l u s io n s , to i n s t ru c t t h e cra ft sme n i n

p r i n cip le s of t h e mo s t s u bl ime s p e cu l a t i ve p h i lo so p hy , t e n d i n g t o
t h e g lo ry of Go d , a n d to s e cu re to t h em t emp ora l b le s s i n g s h e re
a n d e t e rn a l l ife h e re a ft e r, a s we l l a s to u n i t e t h e sp e cu l a t i ve a n d

o p e ra t i ve M a so n s , t h e re by fo rmi n g a twofo ld a d va n t a g e , from t h e

p r i n c ip le s of g e ome try a n d a rch i t e ct u re o n t h e o n e p a rt , a n d t h e

p re ce p t s o fw i sd om a n d e th i cs o n t h e o th e r. CALCOTT , Ca n d id

D i sq u i s i t i on , p . 3 1 , e d . 1 769 .
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HAV E s a i d th a t th e op e ra t i ve a rt is symbo l i z e d
— th a t is to

"

say , u s e d a s a symbo l—in th e sp e c
u la t iv e sc i e n ce . Le t u s n ow i n qu i re , a s th e s u b

je c t of th e pre se n t e s say , h ow th i s is don e in re fe r
e n c e to a sy s t em of symbo l i sm d e pe n d e n t for i ts con s tru c

t ion o n type s a n d figure s de r ive d from th e t empl e of

So lomon , a n d whi ch w e he n ce ca l l th e Temple Sym
h o l i sm of Fre ema so n ry .

”

B e a r i n g in min d th a t spe cu la t ive Ma son ry da t e s i t s
o r ig i n from th e bu i ld i n g of Kin g So lomon

’
s t empl e by

Jewi sh a n d Ty r i a n a r t isa n s ,* th e firs t import a n t fa ct th a t
a t t ra c t s th e a t t e n t ion is , th a t th e Op e ra t iv e ma son s a t

Je ru sa l em w e re e n gage d in th e con s t ruc t ion of a n e a rthly
a n d ma t e r ia l t e mpl e , to b e d e d i ca t e d to t h e s e rv i ce a n d

wo rsh ip of God — a hou se in wh ich Je hova h w a s to

dwe l l v i s ibly by h is Sh e k i n a h , a n d wh e n c e h e wa s , by th e

Th i s p rop o s i t io n I a sk to b e co n ce d e d ; t h e e vid e n ce s of i t s

t ru th a re , h owe ve r, a b u n d a n t , we re i t n e ce s s a ry to p ro d u ce t h em.

Th e craft , g e n e ra l ly , w i l l , I p re s u me , a s s e n t to i t .
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Ur im a n d Thummim, to s e n d fo r th h is o ra cl e s for th e
gove rnme n t a n d d i re ct io n of h iS

‘

ch ose n p e opl e .

Now , th e ope ra t ive a rt b a v i n g ,for a s , ce a se d , w e
,
a s

Sp e cu la t i ve Ma so n s , symbo l i z e th e labors of o u r pre d e
ce ssors by e n gagi n g in th e con s t ruc t io n of a Sp i r i tu a l
t empl e in o u r h e a r t s , pu re a n d spo t l e ss , fi t for th e dwe l l
in g

- pla c e of H im who is th e a u tho r of pur i ty— wh e re
God is to b e wo rsh ippe d in sp i r i t a n d in t ru th , a n d

wh e n ce e ve ry e v i l though t a n d u n ru ly pa ss i o n 1 8 to b e

ba n i sh e d , a s th e Si n n e r a n d t h e G e n t i le w e re e xcl ude d
from th e sa n c tu a ry of th e Je wi sh t empl e .

Th i s Sp i r i tu a l i z i n g of th e t empl e of So lomo n is th e

fi rs t “

, th e mos t promin e n t a n d mo s t p e rva d i n g of a ll th e

symbo l i c in s t ruc t io n s of Fre ema son ry . I t is th e l i n k t ha t
b in ds th e Op e ra t i ve a n d sp e cu la t ive d iv i s io n s of th e o rd e r .
I t

i

i s th i s wh i ch give s i t it s re l igiou s ch a ra c t e r . Ta k e from
Fre ema so n ry it s d e pe n d e n ce o n t h e t emple , le a ve ou t

Of i t s r i tu a l a ll re fe re n ce to th a t s a cre d e d ifice , a n d to th e

l e ge n ds co n n e c t e d w i th i t , a n d th e sys t em i t se lfmu st a t

o n c e de cay a n d d ie , or a t b e st rema i n o n ly a s some fo s

s iliz e d bon e , impe rfe c t ly to Show th e n a t ure of th e l iv i n g
body to wh ich i t o n ce b e lon ge d .

Temple wo rsh ip is in i t se lf a n a n ci e n t type of th e

re l ig iou s se n t ime n t in it s progre ss towa rds sp i r i tu a l e le
va t io n . AS soon a s a n a t io n eme rge d , In th e world’s
progre ss , o u t of Fe t i ch i sm, or th e wo rsh ip of v i s ibl e
obje ct s , th e mos t d e gra d e d fo rm of i do la t ry , it s pe opl e
b e ga n to e s t abl i sh a pri e s thood a n d to e re ct t emp le sfi"

Th e g rove s w e re God ’

s firs t t emp le s . Ere ma n le a rn e d
To h e w t h e sh a ft , a n d lay t h e a rch i t ra ve ,
A n d spre a d t h e roof a bo ve th em— e re h e frame d
Th e lofty va u l t , to g a the r a n d rOll ba ck
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I propos e n ow to i l l u s t ra t e , by a fe w e xampl e s , th e
me thod in wh ich th e sp e cu la t i ve Ma son s h a ve a ppropr i
a te d t h i s d e s ign of Kin g So lomo n to t h e i r ow n u s e .

To con s t ruc t h is e a r thly t empl e , th e Ope ra t i ve ma so n

fo l lowe d th e a rc h i t e ct ura l d e s ign s la i d down o n th e t re s t l e ?

6oa rd , or t ra c in g- bo a rd , or book ofpla n s Of th e a rch i t e c t .
By t he se h e he w e d a n d squ a re d h is ma t e r i a ls ; by th e se
h e ra is e d h is wa l ls ; by t h e se h e co n s t ruc t e d h is a rch e s ;
a n d by th e se s t re n gt h a n d dura b i l i ty , combi n e d wi th gra c e
a n d be a u ty , w e re be stowe d upo n t h e e d ific e wh ich h e
w a s co n s truc t i n g .

Th e t re s t l e - bo a rd be come s , th e re fore , o n e of o u r e le

me n t a ry symbo ls . For in t h e ma so n i c ri t ua l th e Sp e cu

l a t ive Ma so n is remi n de d th a t , a s th e Op e ra t i ve a r t i s t
e re c ts h is t empora l bu i ld i n g , in a c co rda n ce wi th th e ru l e s
a n d de s ign s la i d down o n th e tre s t le ~bo a rd of th e ma s t e r
wo rkma n

, so
‘Sho u ld h e e re c t th a t Sp i r i tu a l bu i ld i n g , of

wh ich th e ma t e r i a l is a typ e , in Obe d i e n ce to t h e ru l e s a n d
d e s ign s , th e pre ce p t s a n d comma n ds , l a i d down by t h e

gra n d Arch i te c t of t h e u n i ve rs e , in those gre a t books of

n a tu re a n d re ve la t io n , wh ich co n s t i t u t e th e sp i r i tua l
t re s t l e - boa rd of e ve ry Fre ema so n .

Th e t re s t l e - boa rd is , th e n , t h e symbo l Of t h e n a tu ra l
a n d mora l law . L i ke e ve ry o th e r symbo l of th e o rde r ,
i t is u n i ve rs a l a n d to le ra n t in i t s a ppl i ca t ion ; a n d wh i le ,
a s C h r i s t i a n Ma so n s , w e c l i n g wi t h u n fa l t e ri n g i n t e gri ty
t o th a t e xpl a n a t ion wh i ch ma ke s th e Scr ip ture s of bo th
d i spe n s a t io n s o u r t re s t l e - bo a rd , w e p e rmi t o u rJe wish a n d

Moh amme da n bre thre n to co n t e n t th emse lve s w i t h th e

books of th e O l d T e s t ame n t , or t h e Ko ra n . Ma so n ry
d oe s n o t i n t e rfe re wi t h th e pe cu l ia r fo rm or d e ve lopme n t

of a ny on e
’

s re l ig iou s fa i t h . All t ha t i t a sks is , t ha t th e
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i n t e rpre ta t ion of th e symbo l Sha l l b e a cco rd i n g to wh a t
e a ch on e suppos e s to b e th e re ve a l e d w i l l of h is Cre a to r .
Bu t so r igid ly e xa c t in g is i t th a t th e symbo l Sh a l l b e p re
s e rve d , a n d , in some ra t ion a l way , i n t e rpre t e d , th a t i t
pe re mp to ri ly e xclud e s th e Ath e i s t from i ts commu n io n

,

b e ca u se , be l i e vi n g in n o Supreme B e i n g
, n o d iv i n e

Arch i t e c t , h e mu s t n e ce ssa r i ly b e wi tho u t a sp ir i tu a l
t re st l e - bo a rd on wh ich th e d e s ign s of th a t B e i n g may b e

i n scr ibe d for h is d i re c t ion .

Bu t th e Ope ra t i ve ma son re qu i re d ma te r i a ls wh e rewi th
to co n s t ruct h is t empl e . Th e re w a s , for i n s ta n ce , th e
rong /z a snla r th e s to n e in i t s rude a n d n a t ura l s t a t e
u n fo rme d a n d u n po l i sh e d , a s it h a d be e n ly i n g in th e qu a r
r i e s of Ty re from th e fou n d a t io n of th e e a rth . Th is s to n e .

w a s to b e h e we d a n d squ a re d , to b e fi t t e d a n d a dju s t e d ,
by Simpl e , b u t a ppropr i a t e impl eme n ts , u n t i l i t be came

a p erfe ct a s/zla r , or w e l l - fi n ish e d s to n e , re a dy to t a ke i ts
de s t i n e d pl a c e in t h e bu i ld i n g .

H e re , th e n , a ga i n , in th e s e ma t e r i a ls do w e fi n d o th e r
e l eme n t a ry symbo ls . Th e ro ugh a n d u n po l i sh e d s to n e is

a symbo l of ma n
’

s n a tu ra l s t a t e — ign o ra n t , u n cu l t iva t e d ,
a n d , a s th e Roma n h i s to r i a n e xpre s s e s i t , grove l l i n g to

th e e a rth , l i ke th e b e a s ts of th e fi e ld , a n d ob e d i e n t to
e ve ry so rd i d a pp e t i t e ; ” b u t whe n e duca t ion h a s e x

e rt e d i t s sa l u t a ry i n flu e n ce s in e xpa n d in g h is i n t e l le ct , in
re s t ra i n i n g h is h i th e rto u n ru ly pa ss io n s , a n d purify i n g h is
l ife , h e is th e n re pre s e n t e d by t h e pe rfe c t a sh la r , or fi n i she d
s to n e , wh ich , u n d e r th e ski lful h a n ds of t h e wo rkma n ,

h a s b e e n smoo th e d , a n d squ a re d , a n d fi t t e d for i ts a ppro

p ria t e pl a ce in th e bu i ld i n g .

V e lu t i p e cora , q u a n a t u ra fi n xi t pron a c t ob e d ie n t ia ve n tr i .
SALLUST , B e ll . Ca t z

'

l . i .
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H e re a n i n t e re s t i n g c i rcums ta n ce in th e h i s to ry of th e

pre pa ra t io n of th e s e ma t e r i a ls h a s be e n s e i z e d a n d be a u
t ifu lly a ppropri a te d by o u r symbo l i c sc i e n ce . W e l e a rn
from th e a ccoun t of th e t emple , con t a i n e d in th e F i rs t
Book ofKi ngs , th a t Th e hou se , wh e n it w a s in bu i ld i n g
w a s bu i l t of s ton e , ma de re a dy be fore it w a s brough t
th i th e r , so th a t th e re w a s n e i th e r h amme r n or axe

,
n or

a n y too l of i ron , h e a rd in th e hou se wh i le i t wa s in

bu i ld i n g .

”

Now , th i s mod e of co n struc t ion , u n doub t e dly a dop t e d
to a vo i d con fu sro n a n d d i sco rd amo n g so ma n y t hou sa n d
wo rkme n ,Th a s b e e n se le c t e d a s a n e leme n tary symbo l of
co n co rd a n d h a rmo n y

— v i rtu e s wh ich a re n o t mo re e s se n
t i a l to th e pre s e rva t io n a n d p e rpe tu i ty of o u r ow n soc i e ty
t h a n th e y a re to th a t of e v e ry huma n a sso c i a t ion .

Th e p e rfe c t a sh la r , t he re fo re , th e s ton e thu s fi t t e d for
i ts a ppropri a t e po s i t io n in th e t empl e , - b e come s n o t on ly
a symbo l of huma n p e rfe c t io n (in i t se lf, of cou rse , o n ly a

compa ra t i ve t e rm) , b u t a l so , wh e n w e re fe r to th e mod e
in wh ich i t w a s pre pa re d , of tha t Spe c i e s of pe rfe ct io n
wh ich re su l t s from t h e co n co rd a n d u n ion of me n in

soc i e ty . It is , in fa ct , a symbo l of th e soc ia l cha ra ct e r
of th e i n s t i tu t io n .

Th e re a re o th e r e l eme n t a ry symbo ls , to wh i ch I may

h e re aft e r h a ve o cca s io n to re ve rt ; th e thre e , howe ve r ,
a l re a dy d e scr ib e d , t h e rough a shla r , th e p e rfe ct a sh la r ,
a n d th e t re s t le - bo a rd , a n d wh ich , from t he i r impo r ta n ce ,

1 K i n g s v i . 7 .

1 In fu rt h e r i l l u s t ra t io n of t h e w i sd om of t h e s e t emp le co n

t riva n ce s , i t may b e me n t io n e d t h a t , by ma rks p l a ce d u p o n th e

ma t e r i a l s wh i ch h a d b e e n t h u s p re p a re d a t a d is t a n ce , th e i n d i v id
u a l p ro d u c t io n of e ve ry cra ft sma n wa s e a s i ly a sce rt a i n e d , a n d th e
me a n s we re prov id e d ofrewa rd in g me r i t a n d p u n i sh i n g i n d o le n ce .
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h a ve re ce iv e d th e n ame of “ je w e ls , wil l b e s u fli c ie n t to

give some i de a of t h e n a ture of wh a t may b e ca l le d th e

symbo l i c a lpha be t ” ofMa so n ry . Le t u s n ow proce e d
to a bri e fcon s i de ra t io n of th e me thod in wh ich th i s a lpha
b e t of th e s c i e n ce is a ppl i e d to th e mo re e l e va t e d a n d a h

s tru s e r port ion s of th e sy s t em, a n d wh ich , a s th e t emple
con s t i tu t e s i t s mo s t impo rt a n t type , I h a ve cho se n to ca l l
th e Te mple Symbo l i sm ofMa sonry .

Bo th Scrip ture a n d t ra d i t ion i n fo rm u s tha t , a t th e bu i ld
in g of Ki n g So lomo n

’

s t e mpl e , t h e ma son s w e re divi d e d
i n to d iffe re n t cla sse s , e a ch e n gage d in diffe re n t t a sks . W e

l e a rn , from th e S e con d Book of Chro n i c le s , th a t th e s e
cla sse s we re th e be a re rs of burd e n s , th e h e we rs of s ton e s ,
a n d th e ove rs e e rs , ca l le d by th e o ld ma so n i c wri t e rs th e

[slz s a oa l , th e cnot z eo, a n d th e rife n a t z c/zim. Now ,

wi tho u t pre t e n d i n g to sa y t ha t th e mode rn in s t i tu t ion h a s
pre s e rve d pre c ise ly t h e s ame sy st em of re gu la t io n s a s tha t
wh ich w a s obse rve d a t the t empl e , w e sh a l l c e r t a in ly fi n d
a Simi la r i ty in th e se d iv i s io n s to the Appre n t i ce s , Fe l low
Cra ft s a n d Ma s te r Ma son s ofo u r own d ay . A t a ll e ve n t s ,
th e s t hre e m d

fi

iy
fi

is io n s ma de by Ki n g So lomon , in t h e wo rk
me n a t Je ru szilza

f

rfirh
'

ai i
’

é
‘

b e e n a dop t e d -

a s th e ‘ ty p e s of
- th e

thre e d e gre e s n ow pract i se d in spe cu la t ive Ma son ry a n d

a s such w e a re , the re fo re , to cons i de r t h em. Th e mod e
in wh ich th e se thre e d i v i s ion s ofwo rkme n labo re d in co n

s truCt in g th e t empl e , h a s be e n b e au t iful ly symbo l i z e d in
spe cu la t ive Ma so n ry , a n d con s t i t u t e s: a n importa n t a n d

i n t e re st i n g pa rt of t emple symbo l i sm.

Thu s w e kn ow , from o u r own e xpe r i e n ce amo n g mod

e rn wo rkme n . wh o s t i l l pursu e t h e sameme thod , a s we l l
a s from t h e t ra d i t io n s of th e orde r , th a t th e impleme n t s

u se d in th e qu a rr i e s we re fe w a n d s imple , th e wo rk the re
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re qu i r in g n e ce ssa r i ly , i n de e d , b u t two too l s , n ame ly , th e
twe n tyfou r i n c/z g a u g e , or two foo t rul e , a n d th e com

mon g a v e l , or,
s ton e - cu t t e r’s h amme r . Wi th t h e fo rme r

impl eme n t , th e Op e ra t ive ma son took t h e n e ce s sa ry d ime n

s ion s of th e s to n e h e w a s a bou t to pre pa re , a n d wi th th e

la t te r , by re pe a t e d blows , ski lfu l ly a ppl i e d , h e broke off

e ve ry u n n e ce s sa ry pro tube ra n ce , a n d re n d e re d it smoo th
a n d squ a re , a n d fi t to t a k e i t s pla ce in th e bu i ld i n g .

An d t hu s , in th e fi rs t d e gre e of Sp e cula t i ve Ma son ry ,
th e En t e re d Appre n t i ce re c e i ve s th e se s impl e impleme n t s

a s th e e mblema t i c wo rk i n g too ls of h is profe ss ion
,
wi th

t h e i r a ppropr i a t e symbo l i ca l i n s t ruc t io n . To th e Ope ra
t ive ma so n t h e i r me cha n i ca l a n d pra c t i ca l u s e a lo n e is
s ign ifi e d , a n d n o th i n g mo re of va l u e do e s th e i r pre s e n ce
co n ve y to h is mi n d . To th e Sp e cu la t i ve M a so n th e s igh t
of th em is sugge st i ve offar n obl e r a n d subl ime r though ts ;
th e y t e a ch h im to me a su re , n o t s ton e s , b u t t ime ; n o t to

smoo th a n d po l i sh t h e ma rble for th e bu i ld e r’s u s e , b u t

to pur ify a n d cl e a n se h is h e a r t from e ve ry v i ce a n d im

p e rfe c t io n th a t would re n de r it u n fi t for a pla ce in th e

Sp i r i tu a l t empl e of h is body .

In th e symbo l i c a lph abe t ofFre ema son ry , th e re fo re , th e
twe n ty - four i n ch ga uge is a symbo l of t ime w e l l e mploy e d
th e commo n ga ve l , of th e purifica t ion of th e h e a r t .
H e re w e may pa u s e for a mome n t to re fe r to o n e of th e

co i n c id e n c e s b e twe e n Fre ema son ry a n d tho s e flfy s t e r i e s ’“

wh i ch fo rme d so import a n t a pa r t of th e a n c i e n t re l ig ion s ,

Ea ch of t h e p a g a n g od s h a d (be s id e s t h e p u bl ic a n d op e n ) a

s e cre t w a rs/z ip p a id u n to h im ; to wh i ch n o n e w e re a dmi t te d b u t
t h o se wh o h a d be e n s e le ct e d by p re p a ra tory ce remo n i e s , ca l le d
In i t i a t io n . Th i s s e cre t f

avors/z ip w a s t e rme d th e My s t e r ie s .

”

WARBURTON , D iv . L eg . 1 . i . p . 1 89 .
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a n d wh i ch co i n c id e n c e s h a v e le d th e wri t e rs o n th i s s u b

je c t to th e fo rma t io n ofa w e l l - suppo r t e d th e o ry th a t th e re
w a s a commo n co n n e c t io n b e tw e e n th em. Th e co in c i

de n c e to wh ich I a t pre s e n t a l l ud e is th i s : in a ll th e se
My s t e r i e s th e i n cip i e n t c e remo n y of in i t i a t io n th e

fi rs t s t e p ta k e n by t h e ca n d ida t e w a s a l u s t ra t ion or puri
fi c a t ion . Th e a spi ra n t w a s n o t p e rmi t t e d to e n t e r th e
s a cre d v e s t ibu le , or t ak e a n y pa rt in th e se cre t fo rmul a
of i n i t i a t io n , u n t i l , by w a t e r or by fi re , h e w a s emblema t i

ca l ly pu rifi e d from th e co rrup t io n s of th e wo rld wh i ch h e
w a s a bou t to l e a ve be h i n d . I n e e d n o t , a ft e r th i s , do mo re
th a n sugge s t th e s imi l a r i ty of th i s fo rmul a , in pr i n c ipl e , to
a co rre spo n d i n g on e in Fre ema so n ry , wh e re th e fi rs t sym
bo ls pre se n t e d to th e a ppre n t i ce a re t hose wh ich i n cu lca t e
a purifica t ion of th e h e a rt , ofw h i ch th e

,

purifica t io n of th e

body in th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s w a s symbo l i c .
We n o lo nge r u se th e ba th or th e foun t a i n ,

be ca u se in
o u r ph i lo soph i ca l sy s t em th e symbo l i za t io n is mo re a h

s t ra ct , if I may u s e th e t e rm b u t w e pre se n t th e a spi ra n t
wi th th e lama- ski n ap ron , th e g a u g e , a n d t h e g a v e l , a s

symbo ls of a Sp i r i tu a l pu r ifica t io n . Th e d e s ign is t h e

same , b u t th e mode in wh ich it is a ccompl i sh e d is d if
fe re n t .

Le t us n ow re sume th e con n e ct e d se r i e s of t emple
symbo l i sm.

A t th e bu i ld in g of th e t empl e , th e ston e s h a vmg be e n
thu s pre pa re d by th e wo rkme n of th e lowe st d e gre e (th e
Appre n t i ce s , a s w e n ow ca l l th em, t h e a spi ra n t s of th e

a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s) , w e a re i n fo rme d th a t th e y we re t ra n s
po r t e d to th e S i t e of th e e d ifice o n Mou n t Mo r i a h , a n d

w e re th e re pl a ce d in th e h a n ds of a n o th e r cla ss of wo rk
me n , who a re n ow t e ch n i ca l ly ca l le d th e Fe l low Craft s ,
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a nd wh o co rre spon d to th e My s t e s , or t ho s e wh o h a d re

c e iv e d t h e s e co n d d e gre e of th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s . A t t h i s
s ta ge ofth e Ope ra t ive wo rk mo re e x t e n s i ve a n d impo rt a n t
la bo rs w e re to b e pe rfo rme d , a n d a cco rd in gly a gre a t e r
amou n t of Sk i l l a n d kn owle dge w a s re qu i re d of tho se to
whom th e se l a bors w e re i n t ru s t e d . Th e s ton e s , h a v i n g
be e n pre pa re d by th e Appre n t i ce s (for h e re a ft e r , in sp e a k
i n g of th e wo rkme n of th e t empl e , I Sh a l l Use th e e q u iva

l e n t a ppe l la t io n s of th e mo re mode rn Ma son s) , w e re n ow

to b e 'd e p o
‘

s it e d in t h e i r d e s t i n e d pla ce s in th e bu i ld i n g ,
a n d th e ma s s i ve w a l ls w e re to b e e re c t e d . For t h e se
pu rpo s e s impl eme n ts of a h igh e r a n d mo re compl i ca t e d
ch a ra ct e r th a n th e ga uge a n d ga ve l we re n e c e ssa ry . Th e

sq u a re w a s re qu i re d to fi t th e jo i n t s wi th su fli c ie n t a ccu
ra cy , th e l e ve l to ru n th e cou rs e s in a ho r i zo n t a l l in e , a n d
th e p l u me to e re c t th e who le wi th d u e re ga rd to p e rfe c t
p e rp e n d i cu la r i ty . Th i s po r t io n of th e la bo r fi n ds it s sym

ho l i sm in th e se co n d de gre e of th e Sp e cu la t iv e sc i e n c e ,
a n d in a pply i n g t h i s symbo l i sm w e s t i l l co n t i n u e to re fe r
to th e i de a of e re ct in g a sp i ri tu a l t empl e in th e h e a rt .
Th e n e c e s sa ry

'

p re p a ra t io n s , th e n , h a vi n g be e n ma d e in
t h e fi rs t d e gre e , th e le s so n s ha v i n g be e n re ce ive d by wh ich
t h e a sp i ra n t is ta u gh t to comme n ce th e la bo r of l ife wi th
th e purifica t io n of t h e h e a rt , a s a Fe l low Cra ft h ’

e co n t i n
u e s th e t a sk by cu l t i va t i n g those v i r tu e s wh i ch give fo rm

It mu s t b e rema rke d , h owe ve r, th a t ma n y of th e Fe l low Cra ft s
we re a l so s to n e - cu t t e rs i n th e mo u n t a i n s , clzot z e b e d it or , a n d , w i th
t h e ir n i ce r imp leme n t s , mo re a cc u ra t e ly a dj u s t e d th e s to n e s wh i ch
h a d be e n imp e rfe ct ly pre pa re d by t h e a p p re n t i ce s . Th i s fa c t d o e s
n o t a t a ll a ffe ct t h e ch a ra c t e r Of t h e symbo l i sm we a re d e scr ib i n g
Th e d u e p re p a ra t io n of t h e ma t e r ia l s , th e symbo l of p u rifica t io n ,

wa s n

i

e ce SSa ri ly co n t i n u e d in a ll th e d e g re e s . Th e t a sk ofp u rifi ca
t io n n e ve r ce ase s .
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fou n d o n ly in th e va i n dre ams of th e a n a rch i st or th e

U top i a n , b u t t ha t gre a t mo ra l a n d phy s i ca l e q u a li ty 'wh ich

affe c t s t h e who le h uma n ra ce a s t h e ch i ldre n of o n e com

mo n Fa th e r , wh o ca u se s h is s u n to sh i n e a n d h is ra i n to

fa l l on a ll a l i k e , a n d who h a s SO a ppo i n t e d th e u n ive rs a l
lo t of huma n i ty , th a t d e a th , th e l e ve l l e r of a ll huma n

gre a tn e s s , is ma de to v i s i t w i th e qu a l pa ce th e pr i n ce ’s
pa la ce a n d th e pe a sa n t ’s h u t fi“

H e re , th e n , w e h a ve thre e mo re s ign s or h i e roglyph i cs
a dde d to o u r a lph ab e t of symbo l i sm. O th e rs t h e re a re in

th is de gre e , b u t th e y be lo n g to a h igh e r gra d e of in t e rp re

t a t io n , a n d ca n n o t b e a ppropria t e ly d i scu sse d in a n e ssay

on t emple symbo l i sm o n ly .

W e n ow re a ch th e t h i rd d e gre e , th e Ma st e r Ma son s of

th e mode rn sc i e n ce , a n d th e Epop t s , or be ho ld e rs of th e

sa cre d th i n gs in th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s .

In th e th i rd de gre e th e symbo l i c a l l u s io n s to th e t emple
of So lomo n , a n d th e impleme n t s ofMa son ry employ e d
in its co n s truc t ion , a re e x t e n de d a n d fu l ly comple t e d . A t

th e bu i ld in g of t h a t e d ifice , w e h a ve a l re a dy se e n th a t o n e
cla ss of th e wo rkme n w a s employ e d in t h e pre pa ra t io n
of th e ma t e r i a ls , wh i le a n ot h e r w a s e n gage d in pl a ci n g
t ho se ma t e r ia ls in th e i r prop e r po s i t ion . Bu t t h e re w a s

a t h i rd a n d h igh e r cl a ss , th e ma s t e r wo rkme n
,

- whose
du ty i t w a s to supe r i n t e n d th e two o th e r cl a ss e s , a n d to

se e t h a t th e s to n e s w e re n o t o n ly du ly pre pa re d , b u t th at
th e most e xa ct a ccura cy h a d be e n obs e rve d in giv i n g to
th em t h e i r t ru e j uxt a pos i t io n in th e e d ific e . I t wa s t h e n
o n ly th a t th e l a s t a n d fi n i sh i n g la borj' w a s p e rfo rme d , a n d

Pa l l id a mo rs ae qu o p u ls a t p e d e p a u p e ru m t a be rn a s Re g u m
q u e t u rre s .

” HOR . l ib . i . od . 4 .

‘

I
' It is wort h n o t i c in g t h a t t h e ve rb n a t z a ch , fromwh i ch th e t i t le
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th e c eme n t wa s a ppl ie d by
'

the se , ski lful wo rkme n , to

se cu re th e ma t e r i a ls in th e i r a p p rop ria t e p la
‘

ce s , a n d to

u n i t e t h e bu i ld i n g in o n e e n
’duri n g a n d c on n e c t e d ma ss

He n ce th e t row el , w e a re , in forme d ; wa s th e mo s t im

po r ta n t , though of co urse n o t th e o n ly, impleme n t in u se

amon g th e ma s t e r bu i lde rs . Th e y d i d n o t p e rmit th is
la s t , i n de l ib le op e ra t io n to b e p e rfo rme d by a n y h a n ds
l e ss ski lfu l tha n th e i r ow n . Th e y re qu i re d t ha t th e cra fts
me n shou ld prove th e co rre c t n e ss of th e i r wo rk by th e

squ a re , l e ve l , a n d plumb , a n d t e s t , by th e se u n e rri n g in
s tru me n ts , th e a ccu ra cy ofth e i r jo i n t s a n d , wh e n sa t isfie d
of th e ju st a rra n geme n t of e ve ry pa rt , th e c eme n t

,
wh ich

w a s to g ive
'

a n u n ch a n ge abl e u n ion to th e who le , w a s th e n
a ppl i e d by th emse lve s
H e n ce , in sp e cu la t ive Ma son ry , th e t rowe l h a s b e e n

a ss ign e d to th e th i rd de gre e a s i t s prope r impleme n t , a n d

th e symbo l ic me a n i n g wh ich a ccomp a n i e s i t h a s a

'

s

'

tr ict
a n d be a u t ifu l re fe re n ce to th e purpo se s for wh i ch i t w a s

u se d in th e a n c i e n t t emple ; for a s i t w a s th e re employ e d
“ to spre a d th e c eme n t wh ich u n i te d th e bu i ld i ng in o n e

commo n ma ss , so is it s e l e c te d a s th e symbo l of .bro th
e rly love — tha t ceme n t whose obje c t is to un it e o u r my s ;

t ic a ssoc iat io n in o n e sacre d a n d h a rmon iou s ba n d of

bre thre n .

of t h e me n a t z cb im, (th e ove rs e e rs or Ma s t e r Ma son s in th e a n cie n t
t emple ) , is d e r i ve d , s ig n ifie s a l so i n H e brew t o be p e rfe ct e d , t o be

comp le t e d . Th e t h ird d e gre e i s t h e p e rfe ct io n of t h e symbo l i sm
Of t h e t emp le , a n d i t s l e s so n s le a d u s to t h e comp le t io n of l ife . In

l ike ma n n e r t h e My s t e r ie s , s ay s Ch r is t ie , “ we re t e rme d rs l s ra l ,

p e rfe ct z
‘

on s , be ca u se t h e y we re s u p p o se d to i n d u ce a p e rfe ct n e s s of
l ife . Th o se wh o we re p u r ifie d by t h em we re s ty l e d re l ovy éroc,

a n d Tsrs l soy éum,
t h a t is , bro u g h t to p e rfe ct io n .

”
Obse rv a t ions

on Oa va rof
’
s E ss ay on t b e E le u s i n ia n M s t e ri e s , 15. 1 83 .

7
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H e re , th e n , w e pe rc e i ve th e fi rs t , or, a s I h a v e a l re a dy
ca l le d it , th e e l eme n ta ry fo rm of o u r symbo l i sm— th e

a da p ta t ion of th e t e rms
, a n d impl eme n t s , a n d pro ce s se s

ofa n Ope ra t ive a rt t o a Sp e cu l a t ive sc i e n ce . Th e t empl e
is n ow compl e t e d . Th e s to n e s h a v i n g b e e n h e w e d ,
squ a re d , a n d n umbe re d in th e qu a rr i e s by th e a p p re n

t i ce s , h a v in g b e e n prop e rly a dju s t e d by th e cra ft sme n
,

a n d fin a l ly s e cure d in th e i r a ppropri a t e pl a ce s , wi th th e
s t ron ge s t a n d pure s t c e me n t , by th e ma s t e r bu i lde rs ,
t h e t empl e ofKi n g So lomon pre se n t e d , in it s fi n i sh e d co n

d i t io n ,
so n obl e a n a ppe a r a n ce of subl imi ty a n d gra n de ur

a s to w e l l d e se rve to b e s e l e c t e d , a s i t h a s be e n , for th e

type or symbo l of t h a t immo rt a l templ e of th e body ,
to wh ich Chri s t s ign ifica n t ly a n d symbo l i ca l ly a l l ud e d
w h e n h e s a i d

, De s troy th i s t emple , a n d in thre e day s I
wi l l ra is e i t up .

Th i s i de a ofre pre se n t in g t h e i n t e r io r a n d sp i r i tu a l ma n

by a ma t e r i a l t empl e is so a ppos i te in a ll it s pa r t s a s to

ha ve o ccurre d o n
' more th a n on e occa s io n to th e fi rs t

t e a ch e rs of Chri s t i a n i ty . Chr i s t h imse lf re pe a t e dly a l

l ud e s to i t in o th e r pa ssa ge s , a n d th e e loqu e n t a n d fi g u
ra t iv e S t . Pa u l b e a u t ifu l ly e x t e n ds t h e i de a in o n e of h is

Epi s t le s t o th e Co r in th i a n s , in th e fo l lowi n g l a n guage
Kn ow y e n o t th a t y e a re th e t e mple of God , a n d th a t

th e sp i r i t of God dwe l le th in yo u ?
”
A n d a ga i n , in a

subse qu e n t pa ssage of th e same Epi s t le , h e re i t e ra t e s th e
i de a in a mo re po s i t ive fo rm : Wha t , kn ow y e n o t t ha t

you r body is th e t empl e of th e Ho ly Gho st wh ich is in

you ,
wh ich y e h a ve of God , a n d y e a re n o t you r ow n ?

”

An d D r . Ad am Cla rke , wh i le comme n t i n g o n th i s la t te r
pa ssage , ma k e s th e ve ry a l l u s io n s wh i ch h a ve be e n th e

top i c of d i scu ss io n in th e pre se n t e ssay .

“ A S t ru ly ,
”
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th e l a s t e ssay , I t re a t e d of th a t symbo l ism of

th e ma so n i c sy s t em wh ich ma k e s th e t emple of

Je rusa l em th e a rch e type ofa lodge , a n d in wh ich ,
In con se qu e n ce , a ll th e symbo ls a re re fe rre d to

th e co n n e c t ion of a Spe cu la t i ve sc i e n ce wi th a n op e ra t ive
a rt . I propos e in th e pre se n t to d i scours e of a h igh e r
a n d a bs t ru se r mod e of symbo l i sm a n d it may b e obs e rve d
tha t , in comin g to th i s top ic , w e a rr iv e , for th e fi rs t t ime

,

a t th a t ch a in of re s embla n ce s wh ich u n i t e s Fre ema son ry
wi th th e a n c i e n t sy st ems of re l ig io n , a n d wh ich h a s give n
r i se , amo n g ma so n i c wr i t e rs , to th e n ame s of Pu re a n d

Spur iou s Fre ema so n ry th e pure Fre ema son ry be i n g tha t
sy s t em of ph i lo soph i ca l re l ig io n wh i ch , comi n g th rough
th e l i n e of th e pa t r ia rch s , wa s e ve n tu a l ly mod ifi e d by
i n flu e n ce s e xe r t e d a t th e bu i ld i n g of Ki n g So lomon

’

s

t emple , a n d th e spu rio u s b e in g th e same sys t em a s it

w a s a l t e re d a n d corrup t e d by th e po ly the i sm of t h e

n a t io n s of h e a th e n do :n .

*

Dr. O l i ve r, in t h e firs t or pre l imin a ry l e ct u re of h is H i s tori

ca l La n dma rks ,” ve ry a ccu ra te ly d e scr i be s th e d iffe re n ce b e twe e n
100
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AS th i s a bs t ru se r mode of symbo l i sm, if l e ss pe cu l i a r
to th e ma son i c sy s t em, is , howe ve r , fa r mo re i n t e re st i n g
tha n t h e o n e wh ich w a s t re a t e d in t h e pre v iou s e s say ,

b e ca u se i t is mo re ph i lo soph ica l ,— I propos e to give a n

e xt e n d e d in ve st iga t io n of i t s ch a ra ct e r . An d
,
in th e fi rs t

pla ce , th e re IS wh a t may b e ca l le d a n e leme n ta ry v i ew of

t h i s a bs t ru se r symbo l ism, wh ich se ems a lmo st to b e a

co ro l la ry from wh a t h a s a l re a dy be e n de s cr ibe d in th e

pre ce d in g a r t i cle .

A s e a ch i n d iv i dua l ma so n h a s b e e n suppose d to b e th e
symbo l of a spi r i tu a l t empl e , a t emple n o t ma de wi th
h a n ds , e t e rn a l in th e h e a ve n s , — th e lodge or co l le ct e d
a ss emblage of t he se ma so n s , is a dop t e d a s a symbol of

th e wo r ld .

*

the p u re or p r imi t i ve Fre ema so n ry of th e No a ch i t e s , a n d th e

sp u r io u s Fre ema so n ry of t h e h e a th e n s .

Th e id e a of t h e wo rld , a s symbo l i ca l ly re p re se n t in g Go d ’

s

t emple , h a s be e n t h u s b e a u t ifu l ly d e ve lo p e d in a h ymn by N . P.

W i l l i s , wr i t t e n fo r t h e d e d ica t io n O f a ch u rch :

Th e p e rfe ct wo rld by Ad am t ro d
Wa s t h e firs t t e mp le b u i l t by God ;

H is fi a t l a id t h e co rn e r s to n e ,
An d h e a ve d i t s p i l la rs , o n e by o n e .

He h u n g i t s s t a rry ro ofo n h ig h
Th e bro a d , i l l imi t a b l e Sky ;

He s p re a d it s p a veme n t , g re e n a n d br ig h t ,
An d cu rt a i n e d it w i t h mo rn in g l ig h t .
Th e mo u n t a i n s i n th e ir p l a ce s s too d ,

Th e se a , t h e Sky , a n d a ll wa s g ood ;

An d wh e n i t s firs t p u re p ra is e s ra n g ,
Th e mo rn i n g s t a rs t o g e th e r s a n g .

’

Lord , ’
t is n o t o u rs to ma ke t h e s e a ,

An d e a rt h , a n d Sky , a h o u s e for t h e e ;

Bu t in t h y s ig h t o u r Offe ri n g s t a n d s ,

A h u mble r temp le , ma d e w i th h a n d s .
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It is in th e fi rs t d e gre e ofMa so n ry , mo re pa r t i cu lar
th a t t h i s Spe c i e s of symbo l i sm is de ve lope d . In i t s d e t a il
it d e r ive s t h e ch a ra c t e r i s t i cs of re sembla n ce upon wh i ch
it is fou n d e d , from th e fo rm

, th e suppo rt s , th e o rn ame n t s ,

a n d ge n e ra l con s t ruc t io n a n d i n t e rn a l o rga n i z a t ion Of a

lodge , in a ll of wh ich th e symbo l i c re fe re n ce to th e w o rl d
is b e a u t iful ly an d co n s i s t e n t ly su s t a i n e d .

Th e fo rm of a ma son i c lodge is sa i d to b e a pa ra l le lo
gram, or oblon g squ a re ; it s gre a t e s t le n gt h be i n g from
e a st to we s t , it s bre a d th from n o rth to sou th . A squ a re ,
a c i rc l e , a t ri a n gl e , or a n y o th e r fo rm b u t t ha t of a n

oblong squ a re , wou l d b e emi n e n t ly i n co rre ct a n d u nma

son i c , be ca u se such a figure wou ld n o t b e a n e xpre ss ion
of th e symbo l i c i de a wh ich is i n t e n de d to b e co n v e y e d .

Now , a s th e wo rl d is a globe , or, to sp e a k mo re a ccu
ra t e ly , a n obla t e Sph e ro i d , t h e a t t empt to ma ke a n oblo n g
squ a re i t s symbo l wou l d se em, a t fi rs t v i e w , to pre se n t
i n supe ra bl e d iffi cu l t i e s . Bu t th e sy s t em of ma so n i c sym
bo lism h a s s tood th e t e s t of too lo n g a n e xp e r i e n ce to b e
e a s i ly fo u n d a t fa u l t ; a n d th e re fo re th i s v e ry symbo l
furn i sh e s a s t r i k i n g e vid e n ce of th e a n t i qu i ty of t h e o rd e r .
A t th e So lomo n i c e ra th e e ra of th e bu i l d i n g of th e

t emple a t Je ru s a l em— th e wo rld , it mu st b e remem

b e re d , w a s suppo se d to h a ve th a t v e ry oblon g fo rm,
*

wh i ch h a s be e n h e re symbo l i z e d . If, for i n s t a n ce , o n a

ma p of t h e world w e shou ld i n scr ibe a n oblo n g figu re
whos e bou n da ry l in e s wou ld c i rcumscr ibe a n d i n clu de

Th e i d e a , s a y s D u d l e y , t h a t t h e e a rt h i s a l e ve l s u rfa ce ,
a n d of a squ a re form, i s so l ike ly to h a ve b e e n e n t e rt a i n e d by
p e rso n s Of l i t t le e xp e r ie n ce a n d l im i t e d ob s e rva t io n , t h a t i t ma y

b e j u s t ly s u p p o s e d to h a ve p re va i le d g e n e ra l ly in t h e e a r ly a g e s

oft h e world .

” Naolog y , p . 7 .
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A ma son i c lodge is, t h e re fo re , a symbo l of th e wo rld .

‘

Th i s symbo l is some t ime s , by a v e ry u su a l figu re of

Spe e ch , e x t e n de d , in it s a ppl i ca t io n , a n d th e wo rld a n d

th e un i ve rs e a re ma de sy n o n ymo u s , wh e n th e lodge
be come s , of cou rse , a symbo l of th e u n i v e rs e . B u t in

th i s ca s e th e d e fin i t ion of th e symbo l is e x t e n de d , a n d to

th e i d e a s ofle n g th a n d bre a d th a re a dd e d tho s e of h e igh t
a n d d e p th , a n d th e lodge is s a i d to a s sume th e fo rm of a

do uble cub e .

ale Th e so l i d con t e n ts of th e e a rth b e low
a n d th e e xpa n se of th e h e a ve n s a bove wi l l th e n give t h e

o u t l i n e s of th e cube , a n d th e who l e cre a t e d u n ive rse ]L w il l
b e i n clud e d w i th i n th e symbo l i c l imi t s of a ma so n

’
s lodge .

By a lway s remembe ri n g th a t th e lodge is th e symbo l
in i ts fo rm a n d e xt e n t , of th e wo rld , w e a re e n abl e d ,
re a d i ly a n d ra t io n a l ly , to e xpl a i n ma n y o th e r symbo ls ,
a t ta ch e d p rmcrp a lly to th e fi rs t d e gre e ; a n d w e a re e n a

ble d to co l la t e a n d compa re th em w i th Simi la r symbo ls
of o th e r k in dre d i n s t i tu t ion s Of a n t i qu i ty , for i t Sho u l d h e

s ay s , Th e Lo rd sh a l l g a th e r tog e th e r t h e d i sp e rs e d ofJu d a h from
t h e fou r corn e rs of t h e e a rth ; a n d we fi n d i n t h e Apo ca ly p se (xx .

9) t h e prop h e t i c ve rs io n of “ fo u r a n g e ls s t a n d in g o n t h e fou r
corn e rs of t h e e a r th .

”

“ Th e form of t h e lod g e o u g h t to b e a d ou b le cu be , a s a n e x

p re s s ive emb lem of t h e pow e rs of d a rkn e s s a n d l ig h t in t h e cre a
t io n .

”
O L IVER , L a n dma rks , i . p . 1 35 , n o t e 37 .

1
' No t t h a t w h o le v i s i b le u n i ve rs e , i n i t s mo d e rn s ig n ifica t io n , a s

i n cl u d in g so l a r sy s t ems u po n s o l a r sy s t ems , ro l l i n g in i l l imi t a ble
Sp a ce , b u t in t h e mo re co n t ra ct e d v i ew of th e a n c ie n t s , w h e re t h e
e a rth forme d t h e floo r, a n d t h e Sky t h e ce i l i n g . To t h e v u lg a r
a n d u n t a u g h t e y e ,

”
s a y s D u d l e y ,

“
t h e h e a ve n o r sky a bo ve t h e

e a rth a p p e a rs to b e co - e x t e n s i ve w i th th e e a rth , a n d t o t a ke t h e

s ame form, e n clo s in g a c u b ica l sp a ce , of wh ich t h e e a rt h wa s th e

b a s e , t h e h e a ve n or Sky th e u p p e r s u rfa ce .

” N a olog y , 7 .
—A n d

i t is to th i s n o t ion of t h e u n ive rs e t h a t th e ma son i c symbo l of t h e
lo d g e re fe rs .
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obse rve d th a t th i s symbo l i sm of th e wo rld , re pre se n te d
by a pla ce of i n i t i a t io n , wide ly pe rva de d a ll th e a n c i e n t
r i t e s a n d my s t e r i e s .

I t wi l l , n o doubt , b e i n t e re s t i n g to e x t e n d o u r i n ve st i
g a t ion s o n th i s subje c t , wi th a pa rt i cu la r v i ew to th e

me thod in wh ich th i s symbo l i sm of th e wo rld or th e

u n i ve rse w a s de ve lope d , in some of i t s mo st promin e n t
de t a i ls ; a n d for th i s pu rpo se I sh a l l se l e ct th e my s t i ca l
e xpla n a t ion of th e oj z

'

ce rs of a lodge , its cove ring , a n d

a port ion of it s orn ame n ts .



THE OFFICERS OF A LODGE.

HE Thre e Pr i n c ip a l Offi ce rs of a lodge a re , i t is

n e e dl e ss to say , s i tu a t e d in th e e a st , th e w e s t , a n d
th e sou th . Now ,

b e a r i n g in mi n d tha t th e lodge
is a symbo l of t h e wo rld , or th e u n i v e rs e , th e re fe re n c e
of th e se thre e ofli c e rs to th e s u n a t it s ri s i n g , i t s se t t in g ,
a n d i t s me r i d i a n h e igh t , mu s t a t o n ce sugge s t i t s e lf.
Th i s is th e fi rs t d e ve lopme n t of th e symbo l , a n d a ve ry
bri e f i n qu i ry wi l l fu rn i sh ample e vi de n ce of it s a n t i qu i ty
a n d i ts u n i v e rsa l i ty .

In th e Bra hmi n i ca l i n i t i a t ion s of H i n dos ta n , wh ich a re

amon g t h e e a rl i e s t th a t h a ve be e n t ra n smi t t e d to u s ,

a n d may a lmos t b e con s i de re d a s th e cra dl e of a ll th e

o t he rs of subse qu e n t age s a n d va r io u s cou n t r i e s th e

c e remon i e s w e re pe rfo rme d in va s t ca ve rn s , th e rema i n s of
some of wh ich , a t Sa lse t t e , Ele ph a n t a , a n d a few o th e r
pla ce s , wi l l give th e sp e ct a tor b u t a ve ry i n a de qu a t e i d e a
of th e e xt e n t a n d sple n dor of th e se a n ci e n t In d i a n lodge s .

ale

ccTh e se ro cky sh r in e s , t h e fo rma t io n ofwh i ch Mr . Gro se s u p

p o s e s t o h a ve be e n a l a bor e qu a l to t h a t of e re c t in g t h e Py ramid s
106
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H i n doos , bo rrowe d or d e r ive d from th e S u n -

g od of th e i r
Sa be a n an ce s to rs , a n d V i sh n u a n d S i va w e re b u t ma n i
fe s t a t iOn s of h is a t t r ibu t e s . W e l e a rn from th e In d i a n
Pa n th e on t ha t “ wh e n th e s u n r i se s in th e e a s t , h e is

B ra hma wh e n h e ga i n s h is me r i d i a n in th e sou th , h e is
S i va ; a n d wh e n h e s e t s in t h e we st , h e is V i sh n u .

”

Aga i n , i n th e Z oroa s t e ric mys t e ri e s of Pe rs i a , th e t em
p le of i n i t i a t io n w a s c i rcu la r , b e in g ma d e so to re p re

s e n t t h e u n i ve rse ; a n d th e s u n in th e e a s t , wi t h th e

su rro u n d i n g zod i a c , forme d a n i n d i spe n sa bl e pa r t of th e
ce remo n y of re ce p t io n .

ale

In th e Egyp t i a n my s t e r i e s ofO s i r i s , th e same re fe re n ce
to th e su n is con ta i n e d , a n d H e rodo tu s , who w a s h ims e lf
a n i n i t i a t e , i n t ima t e s th a t th e ce remon i e s con s ist e d in th e

re pre se n t a t ion of a Su n -

g od , who h a d be e n in ca rn a t e , th a t
is , h a d a ppe a re d upon e a rth , or ro se , a n d wh o w a s a t

l e n gth p u t to d e a th by Typhon , th e symbo l of da rkn e ss ,
typ ica l of th e sun ’

s se t t in g .

In th e gre a t my s t e r i e s of Ele u s is ,Twh ich we re ce l e
bra t e d a t Ath e n s , w e le a rn from S t . Chry so stom, a s we l l

Zoro a s te r t a u g h t t h a t th e s u n wa s t h e mo s t p e rfe c t fi re ofGOd ,

t h e t h ro n e o f h is g lo ry , a n d t h e re s id e n ce of h is d i v i n e p re se n ce ,
a n d h e t h e re fore i n s t ru c t e d h is d i sc ip le s to d ire ct a ll t h e ir wor
s h ip to Go d firs t tow a rd s t h e s u n (wh i ch t h e y ca l le d Mi t h ra s) , a n d
n e x t towa rd s t h e ir s a cre d fire s , a s b e i n g th e t h i n g s in wh i ch God

ch ie fly dwe l t ; a n d t h e ir ord i n a ry way of wo rs h ip w a s to do so

towa rd s bo th . Fo r wh e n t h e y came b e fo re t h e s e fire s to worsh ip ,

t b ey a lw ay s app roa cb e d t b em on t b c w e s t s id e , t h a t , h a v i n g t h e ir
fa ce s tow a rd s t h em a n d a l so tow a rd s t h e r is in g s u n a t th e s ame

t ime , t h e y mig h t d ire ct t h e ir wors h ip to bo t h . An d in t h i s po s t u re
t h e y a lway s pe rfo rme d e ve ry a c t of t h e ir worsh ip .

” PR IDEAUX
Con n e ct ion , i . 2 1 6 .

t Th e my s t e r i e s of Ce re s (or E le u s i s) a re pr i n cipa l ly d is

t in g u ish e d from a ll o th e rs a s h a v in g be e n t h e d e po s i tor ie s ofce r
t a i n t ra d i t io n s co e va l w i th th e wor ld . OUV AROFF , E ssay on tae

[My s t e ri e s ofE le u s is , p . 6 .
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a s o th e r a u tho r i t i e s , th a t th e t emple of ini t i a t ion w a s

symbo l ic of th e un ive rse a n d w e kn ow th a t on e of th e

offi ce rs re pre se n t e d th e s u n .

*

In th e Ce l t i c my st e r i e s of th e D ru ids , th e t empl e of

In i t i a t io n w a s e i the r ova l , to
'

re pre se n t th e mu n da n e
.

e g g

—a symbo l , a s h a s a l re a dy be e n sa i d , of th e Wo rld ; or

c i rcu la r , b e ca u se th e c i rcle wa s a symbo l ofth e u n i ve rse ;
or cru ciform,

in a l l us ion to th e fou r e leme n t s , or con s t it u

e n t s of th e u n ive rse . In th e
'

ISla n d of Le wi s , in Sco t
la n d , . th e re i s one comb in i n g th e cru ciform a n d ci rcu la r
fo rm. The re is a C i rcl e , co n s i s t i n g of twe lve s to n e s ,

wh i le t hre e mo re a re pla ce d in th e e a st , a n d a s ma n y in

th e we s t a n d sou th , a n d t h i rty - e igh t , in two pa ra l le l l i n e s ,
in th e n o rth , fo rmi n g a n a v e n u e to th e c i rcu la r t emple .

In t h e ce n t re of th e c i rcle is th e image of th e g od . In

th e i n i t i a t io n s i n to th e se r i t e s , th e so la r d e i ty p e rfo rme d a n

impo rt a n t pa rt , a n d th e c e le bra t ion s comme n ce d a t d ay

bre a k , wh e n th e su n wa s ha i le d on h is a pp e a ra n ce a bove
th e ho r i zo n a s th e g od ofv i cto ry , th e k i n g w ho r i se s in
l igh t a n d a sce n ds th e Sky .

”

Bu t I n e e d n o t mu l t iply th e se in sta n ce s of s u n -worsh ip .

Eve ry cou n t ry a n d re l igion of th e a n ci e n t world wou ld
afford on e . )

L Suffi c i e n t h a s be e n c i t e d to Show th e com

Th e d a do u ch u s , or to rch - be a re r, ca rr ie d a symbo l of t h e su n .

1
“ In d e e d , t h e mo s t a n c i e n t s u p e rs t i t io n of a ll n a t io n s ,

”
s ay s

Ma u r i ce , h a s be e n t h e worsh i p of t h e s u n , a s t h e lord of h e a ve n
a n d t h e g o ve rn o r Of th e world ; a n d i n p a rt i cu l a r i t p re va i le d in

t n ic ia , Ch a ld ze a , Eg yp t , a n d from l a t e r i n fo rma t io n we ma y

a d d , Pe ru a n d Me xico , re p re s e n t e d in a v a ri e ty of wa y s , a n d co n

ce a le d u n d e r a mu l t i t u d e of fa n cifu l n ame s . Th ro u g h a ll t h e

re vo l u t io n s of t ime t h e g re a t l umin a ry of h e a ve n h a t h e xa ct e d
from t h e g e n e ra t io n s of me n t h e t ri bu te of d e vo t io n .

”—I n d i a n
An t iqu i t i e s , vo l . i i . p . 9 1 .
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p le t e co i n c i d e n ce , in r e fe re n ce to th e s u n , be twe e n th e

symbo l i sm of Fre ema son ry a n d th a t of t h e a n c i e n t r i te s
a n d My s te r i e s , a n d to sugge s t for th em a commo n o r igin ,

th e s u n be in g a lway s in t h e fo rme r sy s t em, from th e

e a rl i e s t t ime s of th e pr imi t i ve or pa t r i a rch a l Ma son ry ,
co n s i de re d s imply a s a ma n ife s t a t ion of th e Wi sdom,

S tre n gth , a n d Be a u ty of t h e D i v i n e Arch i t e ct , v i s ibly
re pre se n t e d by th e po s i t ion of th e thre e pri n cipa l ofli ce rs
of a lodge , wh i l e by th e l a t t e r , in th e i r d e ge n e ra t ion
from, a n d corrupt io n of th e t ru e Noa ch i c fa i th , it w a s

a dop te d a s th e spe c ia l obje ct of a do ra t ion .
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Pe rfe ct ly to u n de rs ta n d t h is symbo l , I mu s t re fe r , a s a

pre l imi n a ry ma t t e r , to th e wo rsh ip of th e Piza ll u s , a

p e cu l i a r mod ifica t io n of su n - wo rsh ip , wh ich pre va i le d to
a gre a t e xt e n t amon g th e n a t io n s ofa n t iqu i ty .

Th e Ph a l l us w a s a scu lp t ure d re pre s e n t a t ion of th e

membru m v iri le , or ma l e o rga n of ge n e ra t io n ,* a n d th e

wo rsh ip of i t is sa i d to h a ve o rig i n a t e d in Egyp t , wh e re ,
a ft e r th e mu rde r of O s i r i s by Typhon , wh ich is sym

bolica lly to b e e xpla in e d a s th e de st ru c t ion or d e pr i va t ion
of th e sun ’

s l igh t by n igh t , Is i s , h is wife , or th e symbo l
Ofn a ture , in th e se a rch for h is mu t i la t e d body , is s a i d to
h a ve fou n d a ll th e pa rt s e xce p t th e o rga n s of ge n e ra t io n ,
wh ich my t h is s imply symbo l i c of th e fa ct , th a t t h e s u n

h a vi n g s e t , i t s fe cu n da t i n g a n d i n v igo ra t i n g powe r h a d
c e a se d . Th e Ph a l l us , th e re fo re , a s th e symbo l of th e
ma le ge n e ra t i ve pr i n c ipl e , w a s ve ry u n ive rsa l ly v e n e ra t e d
amo n g t h e a n c ie n t s ,T a n d th a t too a s a re l igio u s r i t e ,
wi thou t th e s l igh t e st re fe re n ce to a n y impure or la sc iv iou s

Fa cc io la t u s t h u s d e fin e s th e Ph a l l u s “ pe n is l ig n e u s , ve l

v i tre u s , ve l cor i a ce u s , q u em in Ba cch i fe s t is pl a u s t ro imp o s it um

p e r ru ra e t u rbe sma g n o h o n o re c irc u mfe re b a n t . ” L ex. i n v oo.

j
“ Th e exh i b i t io n of t h e s e ima g e s in a co lo s s a l fo rm, be fore t h e

g a t e s of a n c ie n t t emp le s , w a s commo n . L u c i a n t e l l s u s of two

co lo s s a l Ph a l l i , e a ch o n e h u n d re d a n d e ig h ty fe e t h ig h , wh i ch
s t ood in t h e fo re co u rt of t h e t emp le a t H ie ra p o l i s . MUlle r, in h is
“ A n cie n t A rt a n d it s Rema i n s , me n t io n s , o n t h e a u t h o r i ty of

Le ake , t h e fa c t t h a t a co los s a l Ph a l l u s , wh i ch o n ce s tood o n t h e

t o p Of t h e t omb of t h e Ly d ia n ki n g H a ly a t t e s , is n ow ly i n g n e a r
t h e s ame spo t ; i t i s n o t a n e n t ire Ph a l l u s , b u t o n ly t h e h e a d of

o n e ; i t i s twe l ve fe e t in d i ame t e r be low . a n d n i n e fe e t o ve r th e
g l a n d s . Th e Ph a l l u s h a s e ve n b e e n fo u n d , s o u n i ve rs a l wa s t h i s
wo rs h ip , amo n g t h e s a va g e s ofAme ri ca . Dr. Art h a u t d i sco ve re d ,
i n t h e y e ar 1 790, a ma rb le Ph a llic ima g e in a ca ve of t h e i s l a n d of

S t . Domi n g o . CLAVEL , H is t . Pi t t ore sg . d e s R e lig i on s , p . 9 .
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a ppl i ca t ion .

ale H e is s u p p o s e d , by some comme n ta to rs , to
b e th e g od me n t io n e d u n d e r. th e n ame ofBa a l- pe o r , i n th e
Book of Nu mb e rsq

'

a s h a v i n g b e e n wo rsh ippe d by th e

i do lat rous Moab i te s . Amo n g th e e a s t e rn n a t io n s of In d ia
th e same symbo l wa s preva le n t , u n d e r th e n ame of Lin

g am.

’
Bu t th e Pha l l u s or L i n gam w a s a re pre s e n t a t ion

of th e ma le pr i n c ipl e o n ly . To pe rfe ct th e c i rcl e of

ge n e ra t ion i t is n e cessa ry to a dvan ce on e s t e p fa rthe r .
Acco rd in gly w e fi n d in ‘

th e Ct e is of th e Gre e ks , a n d th e

T
'

on i of th e In d i a n s , a symbo l of th e fema l e ge n e ra t ive
pr i n c ipl e , of co - e x t e n s i ve pre va l e n ce w i th th e Pha l lus.

Th e
, Ct e is w a s a c i rcu la r a n d con ca ve pe de s t a l , or re ce p

t a cl e , on wh ich th e Ph a l l us or co l umn re st e d , a n d from th e

ce n t re ofwh ich it spra n g .

Th e u n ion of th e Ph a l lu s a n d Ct e is , or th e L i n gam a n d

Yon i , in o n e compou n d figure , a s a n Obje c t of a do ra t ion ,

w a s th e most u su a l mod e of re pre se n t a t io n . Th is w a s in

So n n e ra t (Voy a g e a u x In d e s Ori e n t . i . p . 1 1 8) ob s e rve s , t h a t
t h e profe s so rs of t h i s wo r sh ip w e re Of t h e p u re s t p r i n cip l e s a n d

mo s t u n bl emi s h e d co n d uct , a n d it s e ems n e ve r to h a ve e n t e re d
i n to t h e h e ad s of t h e In d i a n le g is l a to r a n d p e op le t h a t a n y th i n g
n a t u ra l co u ld b e g ro ss ly obsce n e . S ir Wi l l i am Jo n e s rema rks
(A s i a t i c Re s e a rch e s , i . t h a t from t h e e a rl ie s t p e r io d s t h e wo
me n ofA s i a , Gre e ce , a n d It a ly wo re t h i s symbo l a s a j ewe l , a n d
C l a ve l t e l ls u s t h a t a S imi l a r u s a g e p re va i l s a t t h i s d ay amo n g t h e

wome n - in some o ft h e v i l l a g e s ofBr i t t a n y . S e e ly t e l l s u s t h a t t h e

L i n g am, o r In d ia n Ph a l l u s , is a n emblem a s fre qu e n t ly me t w i th
in H i n dos t a n a s t h e cro s s ‘

i s in C a th o l i c co u n tr ie s . Won d e rs of
E lora , p . 278 .

1 N u m. xxv . 1 -

3 . S e e a l so Ps a lm cv i . '28 : Th e y jo i n e d t h em
s e l ve s a l so u n to B a a l - p e or , a n d a t e t h e s a cr ifice s of t h e d e a d .

”

Th i s l a s t e xp re s s io n , a cco rd i n g to R u s s e l , h a s a d i s t i n c t re fe re n ce
to t h e p hy s i ca l qu a l i t ie s ofma t t e r , a n d to t h e t ime wh e n d e a t h , by

t h e wi n t e r a b se n ce of t h e so l a r h e a t , g e t s , a s i t we re , p o s s e s s io n
Of t h e e a rt h . B a a l - p e or wa s , h e s a y s , t h e s u n e xe rci s i n g h is

powe rs offe cu n d i ty . Con ne ct ion ofS a cre d a n d Profa n e H is t ory

8
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s t r i c t a cco rda n ce wi th th e who l e sy s tem of a n c ie my
t ho log y , wh i ch wa s fo u n d e d u po n a wo rsh ip of th e p ro l ific
powe rs of n a ture . All th e d e i t i e s ”

of paga n a n t i qu i ty ,

how e ve r n ume rou s th e y may b e , ca n a lwa y s b e re duce d
to t h e two d iffe re n t fo rms of th e ge n e ra t iv e pr i n cipl e
th e a ct ive , or ma le , a n d th e p a ss ive , or fema le . H e n c e
th e gods w e re a lway s a rra n ge d in pa i rs , a s Jup i t e r a n d

Ju n o , Ba cchu s a n d V e n u s , Os i r i s a n d Is i s . Bu t th e

a n c i e n t s w e n t fa rth e r . B e l i e v i n g th a t th e pro cre a t ive a n d

produc t i ve pow e rs of n a tu re migh t b e co n ce i ve d to e x i s t
in th e same i n d iv idu a l , th e y ma de th e o ld e r of th e i r d e i t i e s
h e rmaphrod i t e , a n d u se d th e t e rm e géemoa vg , or ma n

v irg i n , to de n o t e th e u n ion of th e two se xe s in th e same

d iv i n e p e rso n .

*

Thu s , in o n e of th e Orph i c Hymn s , w e fi n d th i s l in e

629077» yérs ro, Z en; (ii/15901 0; t a l sro m
’

zju cpn.

Jo ve wa s cre a t e d a ma l e an d a n u n spo t t e d v irg in .

An d P lu ta rch , in h is t ra c t “ O n Is i s a n d O s i r i s , s ay s ,

God , wh o is a ma le a n d fema l e i n t e l l ige n ce , be i n g bot h
l ife a n d l igh t , brough t fo rt h a n o t h e r i n t e l l ige n ce , th e

Cre a to r of th e Wo rld .

Now , t h i s h e rma phrod i sm of th e Supreme D i v in i ty
w a s a ga i n suppo se d to b e re pre se n t e d by th e s u n , whi ch
vxa s th e ma le ge n e ra t ive e n e rgy , a n d by n a t u re , or th e

u n i ve rse , wh i ch w a s th e fema l e pro l ifi c p rin c ip le .T An d

IS t h e re n o t a s e emi n g re fe re n ce to t h i s t h o u g h t Of d i v i n e
h e rma p h ro d ism in th e we l l - kn own p a s s a g e ofG e n e s i s ? So Go d

cre a t e d ma n i n h is ow n ima g e , in th e ima g e of God cre a t e d b e
h im : ma le a n d fema le cre a t e d h e t h em.

”
An d so be i n g cre a t e d

ma le a n d fema l e , ” t h e y w e re “ in th e ima g e ofGod .

”

1 Th e world be i n g a n ima t e d by ma n , s ay s Cre u z e r, in h is

le a rn e d wo rk o n Symbo l ism, re ce i ve d from h im th e two s e xe s ,
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h a s r e a ch e d h is gre a t e s t n o rth e rn a n d sou th e rn d e cl i n a
t io n , a n d produce s th e mos t e v id e n t e fl

“

e c t s o n th e t empe r
a ture of th e s e a so n s , a n d o n th e l e n gth of th e day s a n d

n igh t s . The s e po i n ts , if w e suppose th e c i rcle to re p re

s e n t th e su n ’
s a ppa re n t co urs e , w i l l b e i n d i ca t e d b v th e

po i n t s wh e re th e p a ra l l e l l i n e s touch th e c i rc l e , or, in

o th e r wo rds , t h e pa ra l le ls wi l l i n d i ca t e th e l imi t s of th e

su n ’
s e xt reme n o r th e rn a n d sou th e rn d e cl i n a t io n , wh e n

h e a rriv e s a t th e so ls t i t i a l po i n t s ofCa n c e r a n d Ca pri co rn .

Bu t th e d ay s wh e n th e s u n re a che s th e se po i n ts a re ,

re spe c t iv e ly , th e 2 1 s t ofJu n e a n d th e 2 2d of D e ce mbe r ,
a n d th i s wi l l a ccou n t for the i r subse qu e n t a ppl i ca t ion to

th e two S a i n t s Joh n , ‘whose a n n i ve rs a r i e s ha ve be e n
pla ce d by th e church n e a r t hose day s .



THE COVERING OF THE LODGE.

HE Cove r i n g of th e lodge is a n o th e r , a n d mu st b e
o u r la s t re fe re n ce to th i s symbo l i sm of t h e world
or th e u n i ve rse . Th e me re me n t io n Of th e fa ct

th a t th i s cov e ri n g is figura t i ve ly suppos e d to be “
a

cloude d ca n opy ,

”
or th e fi rmame n t , on wh ich th e hos t of

s ta rs is re pre se n t e d , wi ll b e e n ough to i n d i ca t e th e con

t in n e d a l l u s ion to t h e symbo l i sm of th e wo rld . Th e

lodge , a s a re pre se n t a t iv e of th e wo rld , is of cou rs e s u p

po se d to h a ve n o o the r roof th a n th e a n d i t

wou ld sca rce ly b e n e ce ssa ry to e n t e r i n to a n y d i scu ss ion
o n th e subje ct , we re it n o t t h a t a n o th e r symbo l— th e

th e o logica l la dd e r— is SO in t ima t e ly co n n e ct e d wi th i t ,
tha t th e o n e n a tura l ly sugge s t s th e o th e r . Now , th i s
my s t ic la dd e r , wh ich con n e ct s th e grou n d floo r of th e

S u ch wa s t h e o p In Io n of some of th e a n cie n t s u n - worsh ip p e rs ,
wh o se a d o ra t io n s we re a lway s p e rforme d in t h e O p e n a ir, be ca u se
t h e y t h o u g h t n o t emp l e wa s sp a cio u s e n o u g h to co n t a i n t h e s u n ;

a n d h e n ce th e s ay i n g , M u n d u s u n ive rs u s e s t t emp l u m so l i s
t h e u n i ve rs e is th e t emp le of t h e s u n . L ike o u r a n cie n t bre t h re n ,

t h e y wo rsh ip pe d o n ly o n tae b ig /l e s t b i lls . An o th e r a n a log y .

1 17
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lodge wi th it s roof or cove ri n g , is a n o th e r impo r ta n t a n d
i n t e re s t in g l i n k , wh i ch b i n d s , wi th o n e common cha i n ,
t h e symbo l i sm a n d ce re mo n i e s of Fre ema so n ry , a n d th e

symbo l i sm a n d r i t e s of th e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t io n s .

Th is mvs t ica l l a dde r wh i ch in Ma son ry is re fe rre d to
“ th e th e o logi ca l la dde r , wh i ch Ja cob in h is V i s io n saw

,

re a ch i n g from e a rt h to h e a v e n
,

”
w a s wid e ly d isp e rs e d

amon g th e re l ig io n s of a n t iqu i ty , wh e re it w a s a lway s
suppo se d to con s i s t of s e ve n ro u n ds or s t e ps .

For i n s ta n ce , in t h e My s t e r i e s ofMi thra s , in Pe rs i a
wh e re th e re w e re s e ve n s t age s or d e gre e s of i n i t i a t ion ,

th e re w a s e re ct e d in t h e t empl e s , or ra th e r ca ve s ,— for i t

w a s In th em t h a t t h e i n i t i a t io n w a s con duc t e d , a h igh
l a dd e r , of s e ve n s t e p s o r ga t e s , e a ch of whi ch w a s d e d i
c a t e d

.
to o n e of th e pla n e ts , wh ich w a s typ ifi e d by o n e of

th e me ta ls , th e topmo s t s t e p re pre s e n t in g th e s u n , so th a t ,
b e gi n n i n g a t th e bo t tom, w e h a ve Sa t urn re pre se n t e d by
l e a d , V e n u s by t in , Ju p it e r by bra ss , Me rcury by i ro n ,

l\Ia rS by a mi xe d me ta l , th e Moon by s i lve r , a n d th e S u n

by go ld , t h e who l e b e i n g a symbo l of th e s i de re a l progre s s
of th e so la r orb through th e u n i ve rse .

In t h e My st e r i e s of B ra hma w e fi n d th e same re fe re n ce
to th e la dd e r of s e ve n st e p s ; b u t h e re t h e n ame s we re
d iffe re n t , a l though th e re w a s th e same a l l u s ion to th e

symbo l of th e u n i ve rs e . Th e s e ve n s t e p s we re embl em
a t ica l of th e s e v e n wo rlds wh ich con s t i tu t e d th e In d ia n
u n i ve rse . Th e low e s t w a s th e E a rth ; th e se con d , th e
Wo rl d of Re e x i s t e n c e ; th e th i rd , H e a ve n ; t h e fourth ,
th e Middle Wo rld , or i n t e rme d ia t e re gio n b e twe e n th e

lowe r a n d upp e r wo rlds ; th e fifth , th e Wo rld of B i rth s ,
i n wh i ch so u ls a re a ga i n bo rn t h e s i x th , th e Ma n s io n of

th e Bl e sse d ; a n d th e s e ve n th , or topmo st rou n d , t h e
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fe c te d in se ve n day s ; s e ve n pr i e s ts , wi th se ve n t ru mpe t s ,
e n compa sse d th e wa l ls ofJe r i cho for s e ve n day s ; Noa h
re ce i ve d se ve n d ay s

’
n o t i ce of th e comme n c eme n t of th e

d e l uge , a n d se ve n p e rso n s a ccompa n ie d h im i n to th e a rk ,

wh i ch re s t e d on Mou n t Ara ra t on th e s e ve n t h mo n th ;
So lomon w a s s e ven y e a rs in bu i ld i n g th e t empl e : a n d

th e re a re hu n dre ds of o th e r i n s t a n ce s of th e promi n e n ce
of th i s t a l isma n i c n umbe r , if th e re w e re e i the r t ime or

n e ce ss i ty to c i t e t h em.

Amon g th e Ge n t i le s th e same n umbe r w a s e qu a l ly
sa cre d . Py th ago ra s ca l le d i t a

“ ve n e ra ble n umbe r .
Th e se pt e n a ry d iv i s ion of t ime in to we e ks of se ve n day s ,
a lthough n o t un i ve rsa l , a s h a s be e n ge n e ra l ly suppo s e d ,
w a s suffic i e n t ly so to in d i ca t e th e i n flu e n ce ofth e n umbe r .
An d it is rema rka bl e , a s pe rh a ps in some way re fe rr in g
to th e s e ve n - s t e ppe d la dde r wh ich w e ha ve be e n con sid

e r i n g , tha t in th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s , a s Apul e i u s in forms
u s , th e ca n d ida t e w a s se ve n t ime s wa she d in th e co u se
cra te d wa t e rs of a blu t ion .

Th e re is , the n , a n a n oma ly in givin g to th e my st i ca l
la dde r ofMa so n ry o n ly tare e rou n ds . It is a n a n oma ly ,
howe ve r, wi th wh i ch Ma son ry h a s h a d n o th in g to do .

Th e e rro r a rose from th e ign o ra n ce of t ho se i n ve n to rs
wh o fi rs t e n gra ve d th e ma so n i c symbo l s for o u r mon i to rs .

Th e la dde r ofMa son ry , l ike t h e e qu ipo l l e n t la dd e rs of i ts

k i n dre d in s t i t u t io n s , a lway s h a d s e v e n s t e ps , a l though in
mod e rn t ime s th e t hre e pri n c ipa l or uppe r on e s a re a lo n e
a l l ude d to . Th e se roun ds , be gin n i n g a t th e lowe st , a re
Temp e ra n ce , F ort i t u d e , Pru d e n ce , y u s t i ce , F a i ta ,

H op e , a n d C/za ri ty . Cha r i ty , the re fo re , t a ke s th e same

pla ce in th e la dde r of ma son i c v i rtu e s a s th e su n doe s
in th e la dde r of pla n e ts . In th e l a dde r ofme ta ls w e
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fi n d g o ld , a n d in tha t of co lo rs y e l low , o ccupy in g th e

same e l e va t e d po s i t ion . Now , S t . Pa u l e xp la In S Cha r i ty
a s Sign ify i n g , n o t a lms- giv i n g , wh ich is th e mode rn p op
u la r me a n i n g , b u t love tha t love wh ich suffe re t h lo n g
a n d is k in d ; a n d wh e n , in o u r le cture s o n th i s subje ct ,
w e spe a k of it a s th e gre a t e s t of v i rtu e s , be ca u se , wh e n
Fa i th is lo st a n d Hope h a s ce a se d , it e x te n ds be yo n d
th e gra ve to re a lms of e n dle ss bl i s s ,” w e th e re re fe r
i t to th e D iv in e Love of o u r Cre a to r . Bu t Porta l , in
h is Essay on Symbo l i c Co lo rs , i n forms u s th a t th e s u n

re pre se n t s D i v i n e Love , a n d go l d i n di ca t e s th e goodn e ss
of God .

So tha t if Cha r i ty is e qu iva le n t to D i v in e Love , a n d

D i v i n e Love is re pre se n t e d by th e s u n , a n d la s t ly , if
Cha r i ty b e th e topmos t roun d of th e ma son i c la dde r ,
th e n aga i n w e a rr ive , a s th e re su l t of o u r re se a rch e s , a t
th e symbo l so oft e n a lre a dy re pe a te d of th e so la r orb .

Th e n a tura l su n or th e sp ir i tu a l su n — th e su n , e i the r
a s th e Viv ify in g pri n c ipl e of a n ima t e d n a ture , a n d t he re
fore th e spe c i a l obje c t ofa do ra t io n , or a s th e most promi
n e n t in s tru me n t of t h e Cre a to r’s be n e vo l e n ce—wa s e ve r a
le a d in g ide a in th e symbo l i sm of a n t iqu i ty .

I t s pre va l e n ce , the re fo re , in th e ma son i c i n st i tu t ion , is
a pre gn a n t e v id e n ce of th e close a n a logy e x ist in g be twe e n
i t a n d a ll the se sy s t ems . H ow th a t a n a logy wa s firs t
i n troduce d , a n d how i t is to b e e xpla in e d , wi thou t d e tri
me n t to th e pur i ty a n d t ru thfu ln e ss of o u r own re l igiou s
cha ra c t e r , wou ld in vo lve a lon g i n qu i ry i n to th e o r igin
of Fre ema son ry , a n d th e h i story of i ts con n e ct ion wi th
th e a n c i e n t sy s t ems .

The se re se a rche s migh t h a ve be e n e x te n de d s t i l l fa r
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th e r ; e n ough , howe ve r, has be e n sa Id to e stablish th e
fo l lowing l e a d i n g pr i n c ip l e s

I .

'

Th a t Fre ema son ry i s ,
’

st r i c t ly spe ak in g , a scre n ce

of symbo l ism.

2 . Th a t in t h i s Symbo l i sm it be a rs a s t r ik i n g a n a logy
to th e s ame sc ie n ce , a s s e e n in th e mys t i c r i t e s of th e

a n c i e n t re l ig ion s .

3 . Th a t a s in th e se a n c i e n t re l ig ion s th e u n i ve rse w a s

symbo l i z e d to th e c a n d i da t e , a n d th e s u n , a s i ts V iv ify i n g
pr i n c iple , ma de th e obje ct of h is a do ra t ion , or a t l e a st
of h is ve n e ra t ion , so , in Ma son ry , th e lodge is ma de th e

re pre se n t a t i ve of th e wo rld or th e un ive rse , a n d th e s u n

is pre se n t e d a s i ts mo s t promi n e n t symbo l .

4 . Tha t t h i s i de n t i ty of symbo l i sm prove s a n i de n t i ty
of o r igin , wh ich i de n t i ty of o r igi n c a n b e Shown to b e

st r i ct ly compa t ible wi th th e tru e re l ig iou s se n t ime n t of

Ma son ry .

5 . An d fi fth ly a n d la s t ly,th a t th e who le symbo l ism of

Fre ema so n ry h a s a n e xclu s i ve re fe re n ce to wh a t th e

Kaba l i st s h a ve ca l le d the ALGABIL— th e M a s t e r

B u ild e r—h im whom Fre ema son s h a ve de s ign a t e d a s

th e Gra n d Arch i t e ct of th e Un ive rse .
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t rowe l , con co rd or h a rmony . Ea ch is , in i t se lf, in de
pe n de n t , e a ch e xpre sse s a Si n gl e e l e me n t a ry i de a .

Bu t w e n ow a rr i ve a t a h igh e r d iv i s io n of ma son i c
symbo l ism,

wh ich , pa ss in g be yo n d the se t a n gibl e sym

bo ls , br in gs u s to tho se wh ich a re of a more a bs t ru s e
n a ture , a n d wh ich , a s b e i n g de ve lope d in a c e remo n i a l
fo rm,

con tro l le d a n d d i re ct e d by th e r i tu a l of th e
’

ord e r,

may b e d e s ign a t e d a s th e ri t u alis t i c symbolism of

Fre ema son ry .

I t is to t h i s h igh e r d iv i s ion th a t I n ow i n v i t e a t te n

t ion ; a n d for th e purpose of e xempl ify i n g th e de fin i t ion
tha t I ha ve give n , I Sha l l s e l e ct a few of th e most prom
in e n t a n d in t e re s t in g c e remon i e s of th e ri tu a l .
Our firs t

.

re se a rch e s we re i n to th e symbo l i sm ofobject s
o u r n e xt wi l l b e i n to th e symbo l i sm ofce remon i e s .

In
'

th e e xplan a t ion s wh i ch I sha l l v e n ture to give of

t h i s r i tua l i s t i c symbo l i sm, or th e symbo l i sm ofc e remon i e s ,
a re fe re n ce wi l l co n s ta n t ly b e ma de to wha t h a s so Ofte n

a l re a dy be e n a l l u de d to , n ame ly , to th e a n a logy e x i st i n g
be twe e n th e sy s t em of Fre ema son ry a n d th e a n c i e n t ri t e s
a n d My s t e ri e s , a n d he n ce w e wi l l aga in d e ve lop th e

i de n t i ty of t h e i r o r ig in .

Ea ch of th e de gre e s ofAn c i e n t Cra ft Ma so n ry con t a in s
some oft h e se r i tua l i s t i c symbo ls : th e l e sso n s of th e who le
o rd e r a re , i n de e d , Ve i le d in th e i r a l l e go r i c clo th i n g ; b u t
it is o n ly to th e mos t impo rt a n t th a t I c a n fi n d op p or

t u n ity to re fe r . Such , amo n g o th e rs , a re th e r i t e s of

d isc a lce a t ion , of i n ve s t i ture , of c i rcumambula t ion , a n d Of

in t rus t in g . Ea ch of t he se wi l l fu rn ish a n a ppropri a te
subje ct for con s i de ra t ion .



XV III .

THE RITE OF DISCALCEATION.

HE ri t e of d isca lce a t ion , or u n cove r i n g th e fe e t

o n a pproa ch in g ho ly groun d , is de r ive d from th e

La t in wo rd d isca lce a re , to pluck off on e
’
s Sho e s .

Th e u sage h a s th e pre s t ige of a n t iqu i ty a n d u n ive rsa l i ty
in it s fa vor.

Tha t i t n o t on ly Ve ry ge n e ra l ly pre va i le d , b u t t ha t its
symbo l i c s ign ifica t ion w a s w e l l u n de rs tood in th e d ay s of
Mose s , w e l e a rn from tha t pa s sage of Exodus whe re th e
a n ge l of th e Lord , a t th e burn i n g bush , e xcla ims to th e

pa t r i a rch , D raw n o t n igh h i th e r ; p u t off thy sho e s
from off thy fe e t , for th e pla ce whe re o n thou s t a n de st is
ho ly grou n d .

” Cla rke '

i
'

th in ks i t is from th is comma n d
th a t th e Ea st e rn n a t io n s h a ve de r iv e d th e cus tom of p e r

fo rmin g a ll t h e i r a ct s of re l ig ious worsh ip w i th ba re fe e t .
Bu t it is much mo re proba bl e t ha t th e ce remo ny wa s in

u se lon g a n t e r io r to th e c i rcums ta n ce of th e burn ing bush ,
a n d t h a t th e Je wish lawg ive r a t on ce re cogn i z e d i t a s a

w e l l- kn own Sign of re ve re n ce .

Exod . i i i . 5 . 1 Comme n t a r ie s i n loco.

125
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Bi shop Pa t r i ck " e n t e rta in s th i s Op in ion , a n d th i n ks
tha t th e cus tom w a s de r ive d from th e a n c i e n t pa t r i a rch s ,
a n d w a s t ra n smi t t e d by a ge n e ra l t ra d i t ion to succe e d in g
t ime s .

Abun da n t e v i d e n ce migh t b e fu rn i sh e d from a n c i e n t
u th ors of th e e x i st e n ce of th e cu stom amo n g a ll n a t ion s ,
bo th Je wi sh a n d G e n t i le . A few of t hem, pri n c ipa l ly
co l le ct e d by D r . Me de , must b e curiou s a n d i n t e re st i n g .

Th e d i re c t ion of Py thag o ra s to h is d i scip le s wa s in

th e se wo rds : “A vvmidqrog Obs
'

xa l n oboxvrs ofl
’
tha t is , Of.

fe r sa cr ifice a n d wo rsh ip w i th thy Shoe s off. T
Ju s t i n Ma r ty r say s t ha t those who came to worsh ip in

th e sa n c tu a r i e s a n d t emple s of th e G e n t i le s we re com

ma n d e d by th e i r pr i e s ts to p u t off t h e ir Sho e s .

Dru s iu s , in h is No t e s o n th e Book ofJo shu a , say s t ha t
amo n g mo s t of th e Ea st e rn n a t io n s i t w a s a p iou s du ty to
tre a d th e pa veme n t of the t empl e wi th un shod fe e t . if

,

Ma imo n i de s , th e gre a t e xpoun de r of th e Je wi sh law ,

a sse r ts
.

th a t “ i t w a s n o t lawfu l for a ma n to come i n to
th e mou n t a in of God’s hou se wi th h is Sho e s on h is fe e t ,

or wi th h is st aff, or in h is wo rk i n g ga rme n t s , orwi t h du s t
on h is fe e t .

”

Rabb i So lomon , comme n t in g on th e comma n d in

Le v i t i cu s x ix . 30,
“ Y e sh a l l re ve re n ce my sa n ctua ry ,

”

ma k e s th e s ame rema rk in re la t ion to t h i s cu stom. O n

th i s subje ct Dr. O l ive r obse rv e s , Now , th e a c t of go in g

Comme n t a ry o n Exod . i i i . 5 .

1 Iamb lich i V i t a Py th a g . c . 105 . In a n o th e r p la ce h e s ay s,

Obsw Z QII bvvn bde ror , n a l 71 96; 1 a {sod a goa u éva i
—We mu s t

s a crifice a n d e n t e r t emp l e s w i th t h e sh oe s off. Ib id . c . 85 .

I n o d e t i am n u n c a pu d p le ra sq u e O rie n ti s n a t ion e s p i a cu l u m
S it , ca lce a to pe d e t emp lo ru m pa vime n t a ca lca s se .

”

Be t h '

Ha bb e ch ira h , ca p . V ii .
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me n t tha t such wa s th e ca s e w a s con ve y e d , symbo l i ca l ly ,
by d ive st ing t h e fe e t of a ll tha t pro t e c t ion from po l l u t ion
a n d u n cle a n n e ss wh ich wou ld b e n e ce ssa ry in u n con sc

cra t e d pl a ce s .

SO, in mod e rn t ime s , we u n cove r th e h e a d to e xpr e ss
th e s e n t ime n t of e st e em an d re spe ct . Now , in fo rme r
days , wh e n t he re w a s mo re v io le n ce to b e a ppre h e n de d
t h a n n ow , th e ca squ e , or h e lme t , affo rde d a n ampl e p ro
t e c t ion from a n y sudde n blow ofa n u n e xp e ct e d a dve rsa ry .

B u t w e ca n fe a r n o Vio l e n ce from o n e whom w e es t e em

a n d re sp e ct ; a n d , th e re fo re , to de pr ive th e h e a d of i ts

a ccu s tome d pro t e c t io n , is to give a n e v i de n c e of o u r n u

l imi t e d con fide n ce in th e pe rson to whom th e ge s ture is
ma de .

Th e r i te of d isca lce a t io n is , t h e re fo re , a symbo l of

re ve re n ce . It s ign ifi e s , in t h e l a n gu age of symbo l i sm,

t ha t th e spo t wh ich is a bou t to b e a pproa ch e d in th i s
humble a n d re ve re n t ia l ma n n e r is con se cra t e d to some

ho ly purpose .

Now , a s to a ll th a t h a s b e e n sa i d , th e i n t e l l ige n t ma son

w i l l a t o n ce se e it s a ppl i ca t io n to th e th i rd de gre e . Of

a ll th e de gre e s ofMa so n ry , t h i s is by fa r th e most impor
t a n t a n d subl ime . Th e so l emn l e sso n s wh ich i t t e a ch e s ,
th e sa cre d sce n e wh ich i t re pre se n ts , a n d th e impre ss i ve
ce remon i e s wi th wh i ch i t is co n duc t e d , a re a ll ca l cu la t e d
to i n sp i re th e mi n d w i th fe e l i n gs of aw e a n d re ve re n ce .

In to the ho ly of ho l i e s of th e t emple , wh e n th e a rk of th e

cove n a n t h a d be e n d e pos i t e d in its a ppropri a t e pla ce , a n d
th e Sh e k i n a h wa s hove r i ng ove r i t , th e h igh pr i e s t a lo n e ,

a n d o n on e d ay on ly in th e who l e y e a r , wa s p e rmi t te d ,
a ft e r th e mo s t ca re fu l pur ifica t ion , to e n t e r w i th ba re fe e t ,
a n d to pro n oun ce , wi th fe a rfu l ve n e ra t ion , th e t e tra gram
ma ton or omn ifi c word .
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An d i n to th e Ma s t e r Ma so n
’

s lodge th i s ho ly ofho l i e s
of th e ma so n i c t e mple , wh e re th e so l emn t ru ths Of de a th
a n d immo rt a l i ty a re i n cu l ca t e d— th e a sp i ra n t , on e n t e r

in g , shou ld pur ify h is h e a rt from e ve ry co n t amin a t ion ,
a n d remembe r

,
w i th a d u e se n se of th e i r symbo l i c a p p li

ca t ion , t hose wo rds tha t o n ce broke upon th e a ston ish e d
e a rs of th e o ld pa t r i a rch , Pu t off thy sho e s from off thy

fe e t , for th e pla ce whe re on thou s ta n d e s t is ho ly grou n d .



THE RITE OF INVESTITURE .

NOTHER ri tu a l i s t i c symbo l i sm, of s t i l l mo re
impo rta n ce a n d i n t e re s t , is th e ri t e of i n v e s

t i t u re .

Th e r i t e of in ve s t i ture , ca l l e d , in th e co l lo
q u ia lly t e ch n i ca l la n gu a ge of th e o rde r , th e ce remony of
clot /t i ng ,

br in gs u s a t on ce to th e con s i d e ra t ion of th a t
we l l - kn own symbo l of Fre ema son ry , th e LAMB - SK IN
APRON .

Th i s r i t e of i n ve s t i t ure , or th e pl a c i n g upon th e a sp i
ra n t some ga rme n t , a s a n i n d i ca t ion of h is a ppropr i a t e
pre pa ra t io n for th e c e remo n i e s in wh ich h e w a s a bou t to
e n gage , pre va i l e d in a ll th e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t io n s . A few

of th em o n ly it wi l l b e re qu i s i t e to con s i de r .
Thu s in th e L e v i t i ca l e con omy of th e Isra e l i te s th e

pr i e s t s a lwa y s wo re th e a bn e t , or l i n e n a pro n , or gi rdl e ,
a s a pa rt of th e i n ve s t i tu re of th e pr i e sthood . Th i s , wi th
th e o th e r ga rme n t s , w a s to b e worn , a s th e t e x t e xpre ss e s
i t , for glo ry a n d for b e a u ty ,

”
or, a s i t h a s be e n e xpla i n e d

by a l e a rn e d comme n t a to r , a s emblema t i ca l of th a t ho l i
Ia)
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for, wha te ve r may b e th e fu ture a dva n ceme n t of th e

ca n d ida t e in th e “ Roy a l Art ,
” i n to wha te ve r d e e pe r

a rca n a h is d e vo t ion t o th e my s t i c i n s t i tu t io n or h is th i rst
for kn owle dge may ca rry h im, w i th th e a pron —h is

fi rs t i n ve s t i ture — h e n e ve r pa rt s . Cha n gi n g , pe rh aps , i t s
fo rm a n d it s d e co ra t ion s , a n d co n ve y in g a t e a ch s t e p some

n e w a n d be a u t ifu l a l l u s io n , i t s substan c e is s t i l l t h e re , a n d
i t con t i n u e s to cla im th e hon o ra ble t i t le by wh i ch i t w a s

fi rs t ma de kn own to h im o n th e n igh t ofh is i n i t ia t ion .

Th e a pro n d e r ive s i t s S ign ifica n ce , a s th e Symbo l of
pur i ty , from two sou rce s— from its co lor a n d from i ts

ma t e r i a l . In e a ch of th e se po i n t s of Vi e w it is , th e n , to
b e con s i de re d , be fo re i t s symbo l i sm ca n b e prope rly
a ppre c ia t e d .

An d , fi rs t , th e co lo r of th e a pron mu s t b e a n u n spo t t e d
wh i t e . Th i s co lo r h a s , in a ll a ge s , be e n e s te eme d a n

embl em of i n n o ce n ce a n d pu ri ty . It w a s wi th re fe re n ce
to t h i s symbo l i sm th a t a po rt ion of th e ve s tme n t s of th e

Je wi sh pr i e s thood w a s d i re ct e d to b e ma d e wh i t e . An d

h e n ce Aa ro n w a s comma n de d , wh e n h e e n t e re d i n to th e
ho ly of ho l i e s to ma k e a n e xp i a t ion for th e s i n s of th e

pe opl e , to a ppe a r c lo th e d in wh i t e l i n e n , wi th h is l in e n
a pro n , or gi rdl e , a bou t h is lo i n s . I t is wo rthy of rema rk
th a t th e H e bre w wo rd LABAN , wh i ch s ign ifie s t o ma ke

'wai t e , d e n o t e s a lso t op u rify ; a n d h e n ce w e fi n d , through
o u t th e Scr ip ture s , ma ny a l l us ion s to tha t co lo r a s a n

embl em of pu r i ty .

“ Though thy Sin s b e a s sca rle t ,”

sa vs I s a i a h , “ th e y Sha l l b e wb i t e a s sn ow ; ’ a n d Je re
mi a h , in de scr ib i n g th e on ce in n o ce n t con d i t ion of Zion ,

say s , H e r Na za r i t e s w e re pure r t ha n sn ow ; th e y w e re
wa i t e r th a n mi lk .

”

I II th e Apoca lypse a wb i t e s ton e wa s th e re wa rd prom
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i se d by th e Sp ir i t to those wh o ove rcame ; a n d in th e

same my s t i ca l book th e a pos t l e is i n s t ruc t e d to say , tha t
fi n e l i n e n , cl e a n a n d w lz i t e , is th e r igh t e ou sn e s s of t h e

s a in ts .

In th e e a rly age s of th e Chr i s t i a n chu rch a wb i t e g a r

me n t wa s a lway s pla ce d u pon th e ca t e ch ume n wh o h a d

b e e n re ce n t ly ba p t i z e d , to de n o t e th a t h e h a d be e n cl e a n se d
from h is fo rme r Si n s , a n d wa s the n ce fo rth to le a d a l ife of

i n n oce n ce a n d pur i ty . H e n ce i t w a s pre se n t e d to h im

wi th t h i s a ppropr ia te ch a rge : “ Re ce ive th e wh i t e a n d

u n d e fi le d ga rme n t , a n d produc e i t u n spo t te d be fo re th e

t r ibun a l of o u r Lord Je su s Chri s t , tha t yo u may obt a in
immo rt a l l ife .

”

Th e w/z i t e a lb s t i l l con s t i tu te s a pa r t of th e ve s tme n ts

of th e Roma n church
,
a n d it s co lo r 1 3 sa i d by Bi shop

En gla n d “ to e xc i t e to p i e ty by t e a ch i n g u s th e puri ty
of h e a r t a n d body wh ich w e shou ld posse ss in b e i n g
pre s e n t a t t h e ho ly my s t e ri e s .

”

Th e h e a th e n s p a i d th e s ame a t t e n t io n to th e symbo l i c
s ign ifica t ion of th i s co lo r . Th e Egyp t i a n s , for i n s ta n ce ,
d e co ra t e d th e h e a d of t he i r pr i n c ipa l de i ty , Os i r i s , wi th a

w h i t e t i a ra , a n d th e pri e s ts wo re robe s of t h e wh i t e s t
l i n e n .

In th e schoo l of Py thagora s , th e sa cre d hymn s we re
ch a n t e d by th e d i sc ipl e s clo th e d in ga rme n t s of wh i te .

Th e D ru ids ga ve wh i t e ve stme n t s to tho s e of
'

th e ir in

i t ia t e s wh o h a d a rr iv e d a t th e u l t ima t e d e gre e , or tha t of
pe rfe ct io n . A n d th i s w a s i n t e n d e d , a cco rd i n g to th e i r
r i tu a l , to t e a ch th e a sp i ra n t tha t n on e w e re a dmi t t e d to
th a t hon o r b u t such a s we re cle a n se d from a ll impuri t i e s ,
bo th of body an d min d .

In a ll th e Myste r i e s a n d re l igiou s ri t e s of th e o th e r
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n a t ion s of a n t i qu i ty th e same u se of wh i t e ga rme n t s w a s

obse rve d .

Po r t a l , in h is “ Tre a t i se o n Symbo l i c Co lo rs , say s

th a t wh i t e , th e symbo l of th e d iv in i ty a n d of th e pr i e s t
hood , re pre se n t s d iv i n e wi sdom a pp l i e d to a yo ung gi rl ,
it d e n o t e s V i rgi n i ty ; to a n a ccu se d p e rso n , i n n o ce n ce ; to
a judge , ju s t i ce ; a n d h e a dds wh a t in re fe re n ce to it s
u s e in Ma son ry wi l l b e p e cu l i a rly a ppropri a t e — tha t , a s

a ch a ra c t e r i s t i c Sign of puri ty ; i t e xh ibi t s a promi se of

h Op e aft e r d e a th .

” We s e e , the re fo re , th e propr i e ty of

a dop t i n g t h i s co lo r in th e ma so n i c sys tem a s a symbo l
Of pur i ty . Th i s symbo l i sm p e rva de s th e who l e of t h e

r i tu a l , from th e low e s t to th e h igh e s t de gre e , wh e re ve r
wh i t e ve s tme n t s o r wh i t e de co ra t io n s a re u s e d .

AS to th e ma t e r i a l of th e a pron , th i s is impe ra t i ve ly
re qu i re d to b e of lamb - Sk in . No o th e r subst a n c e , su ch a s

l in e n , s i lk , or sa t i n , co u ld b e subs t i tu t e d wi thou t e n t i re ly
de st roy i n g th e symbo l i sm of th e ve s tme n t . Now , th e

lamb h a s , a s th e ri tu a l e xpre s se s it , “ b e e n , in a ll a ge s ,
de eme d a n e mblem of i n n oce n ce b u t mo re pa r t i cu la rly
in th e Je wi sh a n d Chr i s t i a n chu rch e s h a s th i s symbo l i sm
be e n Ob se rve d . In s t a n ce s of th i s n e e d h a rd ly b e c i t e d .

Th e y a bou n d t hrougho u t th e O ld Te s tame n t , wh e re w e

l e a rn th a t a l amb w a s se le ct e d by th e Isra e l i t e s for th e i r
s in a n d bu rn t offe r in gs , a n d in th e Ne w , wh e re th e wo rd
lamb is a lmo st con s ta n t ly employ e d a s sy n o n ymou s wi th
i n n oce n ce . Th e pa sch a l lamb ,” say s Did ron ,

“ wh i ch
wa s e a t e n by th e Is ra e l i t e s o n th e n igh t pre ce d in g th e i r
d e pa rtu re , is th e typ e of t h a t o th e r d iv in e Lamb , ofwhom
Chr i s t i a n s a re to pa rt a ke a t Ea s t e r , in o rde r th e re by to

fre e t h emse lve s from th e bon da ge in wh ich th e y a re h e l d
by V i ce .

’
Th e pa scha l “ lamb , a lamb be a r i n g a cross ,
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THE SYMBOLISM OF THE GLOVES .

HE i n ve st i ture wi th th e glove s is ve ry close ly
con n e ct e d w i th th e i n ve st i ture wi th th e a pro n ,

a n d th e co n s i d e ra t io n of th e symbo l i sm of th e

o n e n a t u ra l ly fo l lows t h e co n s i de ra t io n of th e symbo l i sm
of th e o the r .
In th e con t in e n t a l r i t e s of Ma son ry , a s pra ct i se d in

Fra n c e , in G e rma n y , a n d in o the r cou n tr i e s of Europe ,
i t is a n i n va r i a ble cu s tom to pre se n t th e n ewly - in i t i a t e d
c a n d ida t e n o t o n ly , a s w e d o ,

wi th a wh i t e l e a th e r a pro n ,

b u t a lso wi th two pa i rs of wh i t e k id glove s , o n e a ma n
’
s

p a i r for h imse lf, a n d th e o th e r a woma n
’
s , to b e pre s e n t e d

by h im in t u rn to h is wife or h is be t ro the d , a cco rd i n g to

th e cu s tom of th e Ge rma n ma so n s , or, a cco rd in g to th e

Fre n ch , to th e fema l e whom h e mo s t e s t e ems , wh ich ,
i n de e d , amoun ts , o r Sho uld amo u n t , to th e same th i n g .

Th e re is in th i s , of cours e , a s t he re is in e ve ry th i n g
e lse wh ich p e rta In s to Fre ema so n ry , a symbo l i sm. Th e

glove s give n to th e ca n d i da t e for h imse lf a re i n t e n de d to
t e a ch h im tha t th e a ct s of a ma son shou ld b e a s pure a n d

136
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Spo t l e ss a s th e glove s n ow give n to h im. In th e Ge rma n

lodge s , th e wo rd u s e d for a ct s is of course b a n d lu ng e n ,

o r b a n d li ng s ,
“ th e wo rks of h is b a n d s ,

” wh ich ma ke s
th e symbo l i c i de a more impre ss i ve .

D r . Robe rt Plo tt— n o fri e n d of Ma son ry , b u t s t i l l a n
h i s tor i a n of much re se a rch - say s , in h is Na t ura l H is
to ry of S t affo rdsh i re ,” th a t th e Soc i e ty of Fre ema so n s , in

h is t ime (a n d h e wro t e in pre se n t e d th e i r ca n d ida t e s
wi t h glove s for th emse lve s a n d th e i r w ive s . Th i s shows
t h a t th e cu s tom s t i l l pre s e rve d on th e co n t i n e n t of

Europe w a s fo rme rly pra c t i se d in En gla n d , a l though t he re
a s w e l l a s in Ame r i ca , i t is d i scon t in u e d , wh ich is , p e r
h a ps , to b e re gre t t e d .

Bu t a l though th e pre se n t a t io n of th e glov e s to th e c a n

d id a t e is n o lo n ge r pra ct i s e d a s a c e remon y in En gla n d
or Ame r i ca , y e t th e u se of th em a s a pa r t of th e prope r
profe ss ion a l c lo th i n g ofa ma so n in th e du t i e s ofth e lodge ,
or in pro ce ss ion s , is s t i l l re t a i n e d , a n d in ma n y w e l l - re g - f

u la t e d lodge s th e membe rs a re a lmo s t a s re gu la rly clo th e d
in th e i r wh i t e glov e s a s in th e i r wh i t e a pro n s .

Th e symbo l i sm of th e glove s , i t wi l l b e a dmi t t e d , is , in
fa c t , b u t a mod ifica t ion of th a t of th e a pro n . The y bo th
s ign ify th e s ame th i n g ; bo th a re a l lu s ive to a purifica t io n
of l ife .

“Who sha l l a sce n d ,” s ay s th e Psa lmi s t , “ in to
th e h i l l Of th e Lo rd ? or w h o Sh a l l s t a n d in h is ho ly
pla ce ? H e th a t h a th cl e a n h a n ds a n d a pure h e a rt .
Th e a pro n may b e sa i d to re fe r to th e pure h e a rt ,” th e

glove s to th e cle a n h a n ds .

” Bo th a re s ign ifica n t of

p u rifi ca t io n
— of th a t purifica t io n wh ich w a s a lway s sym

b o liz e d by th e a blu t ion wh ich pre ce d e d t h e a n c i e n t i n i t i a
t io n s i n to t h e s a cre d My s t e r i e s . Bu t wh i l e o u rAme ri ca n
a n d En gl i sh ma son s h a ve a dh e re d o n ly to th e apro n , a n d
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re je c t e d th e glove s a s a Ma so n i c symbo l , th e la t t e r a ppe ar
to b e fa r mo re impo rta n t in symbo l i c sc i e n c e , b e ca u se ,

th e a l l u s io n s to pure or cle a n h a n ds a re a bu n d a n t in a ll

th e a n c i e n t wri t e rs .

H a n d s , s a y s V V emy s s , in h is Cla v i s Symb olica , a re

th e symbo ls of h uma n a ct io n s ; pure
'h a n d s are pure

Th e re a rea c t io n s ; u n ju s t h a n ds a re d e e d s of i n ju s t i ce .

’

n ume rou s re fe re n ce s in s a cre d a n d profa n e wri t e rs to th i s
symbo l i sm. Th e wa sh i n g of th e h a n ds h a s th e ou twa rd
S ign of a n i n t e rn a l pu rifica t ion . H e n ce th e Psa lmi s t s ay s

I wi l l w a sh my ha n ds in i n n oce n ce , a n d I wi l l e u com
pa ss th i n e a l t a r , Je hova h .

”

In th e a n c i e n t Myst e r i e s th e wa sh i n g Of th e b a n d s w a s

a lway s a n i n t roduc to ry ce remo n y to th e i n i t i a t ion , a n d ,

of cours e , i t wa s u se d symbo l i ca l ly to i n d i ca t e th e n e ce s

s ity of pu r i ty from cr ime a s a qu a l ifi ca t io n of t ho se w ho
sough t a dmi ss Io n In to th e s a cre d r i t e s ; a n d h e n ce o n a

t emple in th e Is la n d of Cre t e th i s i n scr ip t ion w a s pla ce d
Cl e a n se yo u r fe e t , wa sh you r h a n d s , a n d the n e n t e r .”

In d e e d , th e wa sh i n g of h a n ds , a s symbo l i c of puri ty ,
w a s amo n g th e a n c i e n t s a pe cu l i a rly re l igiou s r i t e . No

o n e da re d to pra y to th e god s u n t i l h e h a d cle a n se d h is
h a n ds . Thu s Home r ma ke s H e c to r say ,

n o l d
’

b rln roww A l l l s lp
'
sw a l

'
fion a olror

“
A lgoy a i . I l i a d . V i . 266 .

I d re a d w i t h u n wa sh e d h a n d s to br i n g
My i n ce n s e d w i n e to Jove a n offe ri n g .

In a s imi la r Sp i r i t of re l ig io n , E n e a s
,
wh e n l e a v i n g

bu rn in g Troy , re fu s e s to e n t e r th e t emple of Ce re s u n t i l
h is h a n d s , po l l u t e d by re ce n t s t r ife , h a d be e n wa sh e d in
th e l iv i n g st re am.
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sc i e n c e from a n Ope ra t i ve a rt . Th e bu i ld e rs
, who a sso

c ia t e d in compa n i e s , w ho t ra ve rse d Europe
, a n d w e re

e n gage d in t h e co n s t ruct ion of p a la ce s a n d ca th e dra ls ,
h a v e le ft to u s , a s t h e i r d e sc e n da n t s , th e i r n ame , th e i r
t e ch n i ca l l a n gu age , a n d th a t d i s t i n c t ive p i e c e of clo th i n g
by wh ich th e y pro t e c t e d th e i r ga rme n t s from th e po l lu
t io n s of th e i r l a bor io us employme n t . D i d th e y a lso
be qu e a th to u s th e i r glove s ? Th i s is a qu e s t io n wh ich
some mode rn d i scove r i e s wi l l a t l a s t e n a ble u s to so lve .

M . D id ron , in h is “ An n a l e s Arch e o log iq u e s ,
”

p re

se n t s u s wi th a n e n gra v i n g , cop i e d from t h e pa i n t e d
gla ss ofa w i n dow in th e ca th e dra l ofCh a rt re s , in Fra n ce .

Th e p a i n t i n g w a s e xe cu t e d in th e t h i r t e e n th ce n tu ry , a n d
re pre s e n t s a n umb e r ofop e ra t ive ma so n s a t wo rk . T/zre e

of th em a re a do rn e d wi th la u re l crown s . M ay n o t t h e se
h e i n t e n d e d to re pre s e n t th e t hre e offi ce rs of a lodge ?
All of th e Ma so n s w e a r glov e s . M . D id ro n rema rks tha t
in th e O ld do cume n t s w h ich h e h a s e xami n e d , me n t io n
is oft e n ma de of glove s wh i ch a re in t e n de d to b e p re

se n t e d to ma son s a n d s ton e - cu t t e rs . In a subse qu e n t
n umbe r of th e “ An n a l e s ,” h e give s th e fo l lowin g thre e
e xampl e s of th i s fa c t :
In th e y e a r 1 33 1 , th e Ch a t e la n of V i l la i n e s , in Du e

mo i s , bough t a co n s i d e ra bl e qu a n t i ty of glove s , to b e

give n to th e wo rkme n , in o rde r , a s it is sa i d , “ to Sh i e l d
th e i r h a n ds from th e s ton e a n d l ime .

”

In Oc tob e r , 1 383 , a s h e l e a rn s from a docume n t of th a t
pe riod , t hre e do ze n pa i rs of glove s we re bough t a n d d is
t r ibu t e d to t h e ma son s wh e n th e y comme n ce d th e bu i ld
i n gs a t th e Ch a rt re u se of D ijo n .

An d ,
la s t ly , in 1 486 or 1 487 , twe n ty - two pa i r of glov e s

w e re give n to th e ma son s a n d s ton e - cu t t e rs who w e re
e n gage d in wo rk a t th e c i ty ofAmi e n s .
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It is thu s e v ide n t tha t th e bu i lde rs— th e ope ra t ive
ma son s of th e mi dd le age s wo re glove s to pro t e ct th e i r
h a n ds from t h e e ffe ct s of th e i r wo rk . It is e qu a l ly e v i

de n t th a t th e spe cu la t ive ma so n s ha ve re ce i ve d from th e ir
Ope ra t ive pre de ce sso rs th e glove s a s w e l l a s t h e a pro n ,

bo th of wh i ch , be i n g u se d by th e la t te r for pra c t i ca l u s e s ,
h a ve be e n , in th e spi r i t of symbo l i sm, a ppropri a t e d by
th e forme r to a mo re n oble a n d glo riou s purpos e .



THE RITE OF C IRCUMAMBULATION.

HE ri t e of circu mambu la t ion wi ll supply u s w i t l

a n o th e r r i t u a l ist i c symbo l , in wh ich w e may

aga i n t ra ce th e i de n t i ty of th e o r ig i n of Fre e
ma son ry wi th tha t of th e re l ig iou s a n d my s t i ca l ce re
mo n i e s of th e a n c i e n t s .

Ci rcumambu la t io n is th e n ame g Ive n by sa cre d a rchae
o logi s t s to th a t re l ig iou s r i t e in th e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t io n s
wh ich co n s is te d in a fo rma l proce ss ion a rou n d th e a l t a r ,
or o th e r ho ly a n d con se cra t e d obje ct .
Th e pre va le n ce of th i s r i t e amo n g th e a n c ie n t s a ppe a rs

to h a v e be e n u n i ve rsa l , a n d i t o r ig in a l ly (a s I sh a l l h a ve
o cca s io n to Show) a l lu d e d to th e a ppa re n t co u rse of th e

s u n in th e fi rmame n t , wh ich is from e a s t to w e s t by th e
w ay of th e sou th .

In a n c i e n t Gre e ce , wh e n th e pri e s t s w e re e n ga ge d in
th e r i t e s of s a cr ific e , th e y a n d th e p e opl e a lway s wa lke d
t hre e t ime s a rou n d th e a l ta r wh i l e cha n t i n g a sa cre d
hymn or od e . Some t ime s , whi le th e pe ople s tood a ro u n d
th e a l ta r , th e r i t e of C i rcumambu la t io n w a s pe rfo rme d by
th e prie s t a lon e , wh o , turn in g towa rd s th e righ t ha n d ,

142



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 44 TH E RITE OF C IRCUMAMBULAT ION .

or pur ifica t ion . Thu s V i rgi l d e scr ib e s Cory n ae u s a s p u

rify in g h is compa n io n s , a t th e fu n e ra l ofMi s e n u s , by pa ss
in g thre e t ime s a ro u n d t h e m wh i l e a spe rs in g th em wi th
th e l u s t ra l w a t e rs a n d to d o so co n ve n i e n t ly , i t w a s n e c e s

sa ry th a t h e sho u ld h a ve move d w i th h is r igh t h a n d
towa rds th em.

Id em t e r so c io s p u ra c ircu mt u li t u n d a ,
Sp a rg e n s rore l e v i e t ramo fe l ic is o l i v ae .

zE n . v i . 229 .

Th r i ce w i t h p u re w a t e r comp a s s e d h e t h e crew ,

S p r i n kl i n g , w i t h o l i ve bra n ch , t h e g e n t le d ew .

”

In fa c t , SO commo n w a s it to u n i t e th e c e re mon y of

C i rcumambu la t io n wi th th a t of e xpi a t ion or pur ifica t io n ,

or, in o th e r wo rds , to ma k e a c i rcu i tou s proce ss io n in p e r
fo rmi n g th e l a t t e r r i t e , th a t th e t e rm l u s t ra re , who se
primi t i ve me a n i n g is “ to pu r ify , came a t l a s t to b e

sy n o n ymou s wi th ci rcu ire , to wa lk ro un d a n y th in g ; a n d

h e n ce a pur ifica t ion a n d a C i rcumambu la t io n w e re oft e n

e xpre ss e d by th e same wo rd .

Amo n g th e H i n doo s , th e s ame r i t e ofC i rcumambu la t ion
h a s a lwa y s b e e n pra c t i se d . A s a n i n s t a n ce , w e may c i t e
th e ce remo n i e s wh i ch a re to b e pe rfo rme d by a Bra hmi n
upo n fi rs t r i s i n g from b e d in th e mo rn in g , a n a ccu ra t e
a ccoun t of wh i ch h a s b e e n gi ve n by Mr . Co l e brooke in
th e “As i a t i c Re s e a rch e s .

’
Th e pri e s t , h a v i n g fi rs t a do re d

th e s u n wh i l e d i re ct i n g h is fa ce to th e e a s t , th e n wa lks
towa rds th e w e s t by th e w ay of th e sou th , say i n g , a t th e
s ame t ime ,

“ I fo l low th e cours e of t h e s u n ,

” wh i ch h e
thu s e xpl a i n s ° “AS th e s u n in h is cours e mov e s ro u n d
th e wo rld by th e w ay of th e sou th , so d o I fo l low th a t
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l umi n a ry , to ob t a i n th e b e n e fi t a r i s i n g from a journ e y
rou n d th e e a rth by th e w ay of th e sou th .

”

La s t l y , I ma y re fe r to th e pre s e rva t ion of th is r i t e
amo n g th e D ru ids , whose ‘my s t i ca l d a n ce

”
a rou n d th e

ca irn , or s a cre d s ton e s , w a s n o th in g mo re n or l e ss th a n
th e ri t e of c i rcumambu l a t ion . O n th e se o cca s io n s th e

pr i e s t a lw a y s ma de t hre e c i rcu i t s , from e a s t to w e s t , by
th e r igh t h a n d , a rou n d th e a l t a r or ca i rn , a ccompa n i e d by
a ll th e wo rsh ippe rs . An d SO s a cre d w a s th e r i t e o n ce
con s id e re d , th a t w e le a rn from To la n d Tth a t in th e Sco t

t i sh Is l e s , o n c e a pri n cipa l se a t of t h e D ru id i ca l re l igion ,

th e p e ople n e ve r come to th e a n ci e n t s a cr ific i n g a n d fi re
h a l low in g ca irn s , b u t th e y w a lk thre e t ime s a rou n d t hem,

from e a s t to we s t , a cco rd in g to th e course of th e s u n .

”

Th is sa n c t ifi e d tour , or ro u n d by th e sou th , h e obse rve s ,
is ca l le d D e is e a l , a s th e co n t ra ry , or u n h a l lowe d o n e by

th e n o rth , is ca l l e d Tu ap /zoll . A n d h e furth e r rema rks ,
th a t t h i s wo rd D e is e a l w a s d e r ive d fromD e a s , th e rig b t

(un d e rs ta n d i n g b a n d ) a n d soi l , o n e of th e a n c i e n t n ame s

of th e s u n , th e r igh t h a n d in th i s rou n d be i n g e ve r n e x t
th e h e a p .

”

I migh t purs u e th e se re se a rch e s s t i l l furth e r , a n d t ra ce
th i s r i t e ofC i rcumambu la t ion to o th e r n a t io n s ofa n t iqu i ty
b u t I con ce ive th a t e n ough h a s be e n sa i d to Show i t s

u n i ve rsa l i ty , a s w e l l a s th e t e n a c i ty wi t h wh ich th e e s se n

t ia l ce remon y of pe rfo rmi n g th e mo t ion a my s t i ca l n u m
b e r of t ime s , a n d a lway s by th e r igh t h a n d , from th e e a st ,

through th e sou t h , to th e we s t , w a s pre se rv e d . A n d I

S e e a p a p e r o n th e re l ig io u s ce remo n i e s of th e H i n d u s , by

H . T . Co l e brooke , Esq . , in t h e As i a t i c Re s e a rch e s , vo l . V i . p . 357 .

1
' A Sp e cime n of th e Cr i t ica l H is tory of t h e C e l t ic Re l ig io n a n d

Le a rn i n g , L e t t e r i i . xv i i .

I O
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t h i n k th a t t h i s s i n gula r a n a logy to th e s ame r i te in Fre e
ma son ry mu st l e a d u s to th e l e gi t ima t e con cl u s io n , th a t
th e common sou rce of a ll th e se r i te s is to b e fou n d in t h e

i de n t i ca l o r igin of th e Spur iou s Fre ema son ry or paga n
my s t e r i e s , a n d th e pure , Pr imi t ive Fre ema so n ry , from
wh ich th e fo rme r s e ce d e d o n ly to b e d e t e r io ra t e d .

In re vi e win g wh a t h a s be e n s a i d o n t h i s subje c t , it wi l l
a t on ce b e pe rce i ve d th a t th e e ss e n ce of th e a n c i e n t r i t e
co n s i s t e d in ma k i n g th e C i rcumambula t ion a rou n d th e

a l t a r , from th e e a s t to th e sou th , from th e sou th to th e

w e s t , th e n ce to t h e n o r th , a n d to th e e a st aga i n .

Now , in th i s th e ma so n i c r i t e of C i rcumambu la t ion
s t r i c t ly a gre e s wi th th e a n c i e n t o n e .

Bu t th i s c i rcu i t by th e r igh t h a n d , it is a dmi t t e d , w a s

don e a s a re pre s e n t a t ion of t h e su n ’s mo t ion . It wa s a

symbo l ofth e su n ’

s a pp a re n t cours e a rou n d th e e a rth .

An d so , th e n , h e re aga i n w e h a v e in Ma so n ry th a t o ld
a n d oft e n - re p e a t e d a l lu s io n to s u n - wo rsh ip , wh ich h a s

a l re a dy b e e n s e e n in th e offi ce rs of a lodge , a n d in th e

po in t w i th i n a c i rcle . An d a s th e C i rcumambu la t ion is

ma de a ro u n d th e lodge , ju s t a s th e s u n wa s suppose d to
move a ro un d th e e a rth , w e a re brough t b a ck to th e o r ig i
n a l symbo l i smwi th wh ich we comme n ce d th a t th e lodge
is a symbo l of th e wo rld .
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Th i s r i t e of i n tru s t i ng is , of co urs e , d iv i d e d i n to se v

e ra l pa rt s or p e r iods ; for th e ap orre t a ,
or s e cre t th i n gs

ofMa son ry , a re n o t to b e give n a t o n ce , b u t in gra du a l
p rogre ss ion . It b e g i n s , howe v e r , wi t h th e commu n ic a

t ion of L IGHT ,
wh ich , a l though b u t a pre pa ra t ion for th e

d e ve lopme n t of th e my s t e r i e s wh ich a re to fo l low , mu s t
b e con s id e re d a s on e of th e mo s t impo rta n t symbo l s in
t h e who l e sc i e n ce of ma so n i c symbo l ism. So impor ta n t ,
i n de e d , is i t , a n d so mu ch do e s it pe rva d e wi th i t s in flu
e n ce a n d it s re la t ion s th e who l e ma son i c sy s t em, th a t
Fre ema so n ry i t s e lf a n c i e n t ly re ce i ve d , amon g o th e r a p

p e lla t io n s , th a t ofLux , or L igh t , to s ign ify th a t i t is to b e
re ga rde d a s th a t subl ime doc tr in e of D i v i n e Tru th by
wh ich t h e p a th ofh im who h a s a t ta i n e d i t is to b e illu mi
n a t e d in h is p i lgr image of l ife .

Th e H e bre w co smogo n i s t comme n ce s h is d e scrip t ion
of th e cre a t ion by th e de cla ra t io n tha t “ God s a i d , Le t
t h e re b e l igh t , a n d t h e re w a s l igh t ” a phra se wh ich , in
th e mo re emph a t i c fo rm th a t i t h a s r e ce i v e d i n th e o r igi n a l
l a n gu age of “ Be l igh t , a n d l igh t is sa i d to h a ve
w on th e pra i se , for its subl imi ty , of th e gre a t e s t ofGre

c ia n c ri t i cs . Th e s i n gula rly emph a t i c summo n s ,
”

s ay s

a profoun d mode rn wri t e r,T by wh i ch l igh t is ca l l e d i n to
e x i st e n ce , is probably owi n g to th e preemi n e n t u t i l i ty a n d

glory of tha t e l eme n t , toge th e r w i th it s my s t e r iou s n a tu re ,
w h i ch ma de i t s e em a s

Th e God of t h is n ew world , ’

a n d wo n for i t th e e a rl i e s t a do ra t ion ofma n ki n d .

b l in d ma n , from p rim, t o sb a t t b e ey e s , be g a n a t th is po in t to
ch a n g e h is t i t l e to t h a t ofa n ep op t , or a n ey e

- w i t n e ss .

Tm“
in n

-

j
"MN arr

-
l Te b i a u r v a y e /z i a u r .

t Robe rt Wi l l i am M a ckay , Pro g re s s of t h e In t e l le ct , vo l . i . p . 93 .
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L igh t w a s . in a cco rda n c e wi th th i s o ld re l igiou s s e n

t ime n t , th e gre a t obje c t of a t t a i nme n t i n a ll th e a n CIe n t

re l igiou s My s t e r i e s . I t w a s the re , a s i t i s n ow , in M a

so u ry , ma d e th e symbo l of t ru t/z a n d kn owl e dg e . Th i s
w a s a lway s i t s a n c i e n t symbo l i sm, a n d w e mu st n e ve r
lo s e s igh t of th i s e mbl e ma t i c me a n in g , wh e n we a re

co n s i de r in g th e n a ture a n d s ign ifica t io n ofma so n i c l ight .

Wh e n th e ca n d id a t e ma ke s a dema n d for l igh t , i t is n o t

me re ly for th a t ma t e ri a l l igh t wh ich is to remove a phy s
i ca l da rkn e s s ; tha t is o n ly t h e o u tw a rd fo rm,

wh i ch con

c e a ls th e i nwa rd symbo l i sm. H e cra ve s a n i n t e l l e ctu a l
i l l umi n a t io n wh ich w il l d i spe l th e d a rkn e s s of me n t a l
a n d mo ra l ign ora n c e , a n d bri n g to h is V i e w , a s a n e y e

wi tn e s s , th e subl ime t ru th s of re l ig io n , ph i lo sophy , a n d

sc i e n ce , which i t is th e gre a t d e s ign of Fre ema so n ry to
t e a ch .

In a ll th e a n c i e n t sy s t ems t h i s re ve re n c e for l igh t , a s
th e symbo l of t ru th , wa s pre domi n a n t . I II th e My s t e r i e s
Of e ve ry n a t io n , th e ca n d ida t e w a s ma d e to pa ss , duri n g
h is i n i t i a t io n , t hro ugh sce n e s of u t t e r da rkn e ss , a n d a t

l e n gt h t e rmi n a t e d h is t r i a l s by a n a dmi ss io n to t h e sple n
d id ly

- i l lumi n a t e d s a c e l l um,
or sa n c tu a ry , wh e re h e w a s

sa i d to h a ve a t t a i n e d pure a n d pe rfe c t l igh t , a n d wh e re h e
re ce i ve d t h e n e c e ssa ry i n s t ruc t io n s w h ich w e re to i n ve s t
h im wi th tha t kn owle dge of th e d ivin e t ru th wh i ch i t h a d
b e e n th e obj e ct of a ll h is l a bo rs to ga i n , a n d th e d e s ign
of th e i n s t i tu t io n ,

i n to wh ich h e h a d be e n i n i t i a t e d , to
b e s tow .

n /zt , th e re fo re , b e came sy n o n ymou s w i th t ru th a n d

k n owl e dge , a n d d a rkn e ss wi th fa l se hood a n d ign o ra n ce .

W e sh a l l fi n d th i s symbo l i sm p e rva d i n g n o t o n ly th e in
s t it u t ion s , b u t th e ve ry l a n gu age s , ofa n t iqu i ty .
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Thus , amon g th e He bre ws , th e wo rd AUR ,
in th e s in

gu la r , s ign ifi e d lzg /zt , b u t in th e plu ra l , AURIM , i t

de n o te d th e re ve la t io n of th e d iv in e wi l l ; a n d th e a u rim

a n d tk u mmim, l i t e ra l ly th e l zg k ts a n d t ru tks , con s t i tu t e d
a pa rt of th e bre a s tpla t e wh e n ce th e h igh pr i e st Oh

t a in e d o ra cu la r re spon se s to th e qu e s t ion s wh ich b e p ro
po se d .

*

The re is a p e cu l ia r i ty a bou t th e wo rd “ l igh t , in th e

o ld Egypt ia n la n gu age , whi ch is w e l l wo rth con s i d e ra
t ion in th i s co n n e ct ion . Amo n g th e Egyp t i a n s , th e b a re
w a s t h e h i e roglyph i c of ey e s tka t a re op e n ; a n d it w a s

a dop t e d b e ca u se th a t t imi d a n ima l w a s suppose d n e ve r
to clos e h is o rga n s of Vi s io n , be in g a lway s o n th e wa tch
for h is e n emi e s . Th e h a re w a s aft e rwa rds a dop t e d by
th e pr i e st s a s a symbo l of th e me n t a l i l l umin a t io n or

my s t i c l igh t wh i ch w a s re v e a l e d to th e n e ophy t e s , in
th e co n t empl a t ion of d iv i n e t ru th , dur i n g th e progre ss
of t h e i r i n i t i a t io n ; a n d h e n ce , a cco rd i n g to Champo l l io n ,

th e h a re w a s a lso th e symbo l of O s i r i s , th e i r ch ie fg od ;
thu s Showi n g th e i n t ima t e con n e c t io n wh ich th e y be l i e ve d
to e x i st be twe e n th e pro ce ss of i n i t i a t ion i n to th e i r s a cre d
ri t e s a n d th e con t empla t io n of th e d iv i n e n a tu re . Bu t th e

H e bre w word for h a re is ARNaBeT . Now , th is is com

pou n de d of th e two wo rds AUR , lzg k t , a n d NaBaT , to

be lzold , a n d th e re fo re th e wo rd wh i ch in t h e Egyp t ia n
d e n o t e d i n i t i a t ion , in th e H e bre w s ign ifi e d t o be kold tk e

“ An d t h o u sh a l t p u t i n t h e bre a s tpl a t e of j u d gme n t t h e

Ur im a n d th e Th u mmim.
— E xod . xxv i i i . 30.

—Th e Eg y p t ia n
j u d g e s a l so wore bre a s t p l a t e s , o n wh i ch w a s re pre s e n t e d t h e

fig u re ofR a , t h e s u n , a n d l me , t h e g o d d e s s ofTru th , re p re s e n t
in g , s ay s Glid d o n ,

“ R a , or t h e s u n , in a d o u ble ca p a ci ty p hy s i
ca l a n d i n t e l le c t u a l l ig h t ; a n d l me , in a d o u ble ca pa ci ty
j u s t ice a n d tru t h .

”—An ci e n t Eg yp t , p . 33 .
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w e re d e scr ib e d u n d e r image ry d e r i ve d from l igh t . Th e

t ra n s i t io n w a s n a tu ra l — from e a rthly to h e a ve n ly , from
co rpo re a l to sp i r i tu a l th i n gs ; a n d so l igh t came to ty p ify
t ru e re l igio n a n d th e fe l i c i ty wh i ch it impa r t s . B u t a s

l igh t n o t o n ly came from God
,
b u t a lso ma k e s ma n

’

s w ay

cl e a r be fo re h im, so it w a s e mploy e d to s ig n ifv mo ra l
t ru th , a n d pre

'

emi n e n t ly th a t d iv i n e sy s t e m of t ru th wh i ch
is s e t fo rth in th e Bibl e

, from it s e a rl i e s t gl e ami n gs o u

wa rd to t h e p e rfe c t d ay of t h e Gre a t S u n of R igh t e ou s
n e ss .

”

I am i n cl i n e d to b e l i e ve th a t in th i s pa ssage th e l e a rn e d
a u tho r h a s e rre d , n o t in t h e d e fi n i t ion of th e symbo l , b u t
in h is d e du ct ion of it s o r igin . L igh t be came th e obj e c t
of re l ig iou s v e n e ra t io n , n o t b e ca u se of th e bri l l i a n cy a n d

cl e a rn e ss of a pa r t i cu la r sky , n or th e wa rmt h a n d ge n i a l
i n flu e n ce of a pa r t i cu la r c l ima t e ,

—for th e wo rsh ip w a s

u n i ve rsa l , in Sca n d in a v ia a s in In d i a , — b u t be ca u s e it

w a s th e n a tura l a n d i n e vi t a ble re su l t of t h e wo rsh ip of

t h e s u n , th e ch i e f d e i ty of S a b i a n i sm— a fa i th wh ich
p e rva de d to a n e x t ra o rd i n a ry e x t e n t th e who l e re l igio us
se n t ime n t of a n t iq u ityfl

‘

L igh t wa s ve n e ra t e d b e ca u se i t w a s a n ema n a t io n from
th e s u n , a n d , in th e ma t e r i a l i sm oft h e a n ci e n t fa i th , Jig /Qt
a n d d a rk n e ss w e re bo th pe rso n ifi e d a s po s i t i ve e x i s t e n ce s ,
th e o n e b e i n g th e e n emy of th e o th e r . Two pr i n cipl e s
w e re thu s suppose d to re ign ove r th e wo rld , a n t a go n i s t i c
to e a ch o th e r , a n d e a ch a l t e rn a t e ly pre s i d in g ove r t h e
de s t i n i e s of ma n k in d T

“ Th e mos t e a rly d e fe ct io n to Id o l a t ry , s ay s Bry a n t , “
co n

s i s te d in t h e a d ora t io n of t h e s u n a n d t h e wo rsh ip of d emo n s ,

s ty le d B a a l im.

”—Afl a ly s z
'

s af An c. My t /zol . vo l . i i i . p . 43 1 .

TTh e rema rks of Mr . D u n ca n o n th i s s u bj e ct a re we l l wo rth
p e ru sa l . “ L ig h t h a s a lway s forme d o n e o f t h e p r ima ry obj e c t s
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Th e co n t e s t s b e tw e e n th e good a n d e v i l pr i n c ipl e
, sym

b o liz e d by l igh t a n d d a rkn e s s , compo se d a v e ry la rge
pa rt of t h e a n c i e n t my tho logy i n a ll co u n t r i e s .

Amo n g th e Egyp t i a n s , O s i r i s w a s l igh t , or th e s u n ;

a n d h is a rch - e n e my , Typho n , w h o u l t ima te ly d e st roy e d
h im

, w a s th e re pre se n t a t ive of d a rkn e ss .

Zo ro a s t e r , th e fa th e r of th e a n c i e n t Pe rs i a n re l ig ion
,

t a ugh t th e s ame doct r i n e , a n d ca l le d t h e pri n c ip le of l igh t
or good

,
Ormuzd , a n d th e pri n c ipl e of da rkn e s s , or e v i l ,

ofh e a t h e n a d ora t io n . Th e g lor io u s sp e c t a cle of a n ima t e d n a t u re
wo u ld lo s e a ll i t s i n t e re s t ifma n w e re d e p r ive d of v i s io n , a n d l ig h t
e x t i n g u i s h e d ; fo r t h a t wh i ch is u n se e n a n d u n kn own be come s , for

a ll p ra c t i ca l p u rp o s e s . a s va l u e le s s a s if i t w e re n o n - e x i s t e n t .
L ig h t i s a s o u rce of p o s i t i ve h a p p i n e s s ; w i t h o u t i t , ma n co u ld
b a re ly e x i s t ; a n d s in ce a ll re l ig io u s O p i n io n is ba s e d o n t h e id e a s
of p l e a s u re a n d p a i n , a n d t h e co rre sp o n d in g s e n s a t io n s of h op e

a n d fe a r, i t is n o t to b e wo n d e re d if t h e h e a t h e n re ve re n ce d l ig h t .

D a rkn e s s , o n t h e co n t ra ry , by re p l u n g i n g n a t u re , a s i t we re , i n to
a s t a t e of n o t h i n g n e s s , a n d d e p r i v i n g ma n of t h e p l e a s u ra bl e
emo t io n s co n ve y e d t h ro u g h t h e o rg a n o f s ig h t , w a s e ve r h e ld i n

a bh o rre n ce a s a so u rce ofmi s e ry a n d fe a r . Th e two o p p o s i t e co n

d i t io n s in wh i ch ma n t h u s fo u n d h imse lf p l a ce d , o cca s io n e d by
t h e e n joyme n t o r t h e b a n i s hme n t Ofl ig h t , i n d u ce d h im to ima g i n e
t h e e x i s t e n ce of two a n t a g o n i s t p ri n cip l e s i n n a t u re , to wh o s e

d om in io n h e w a s a l t e rn a t e ly s u bj e ct . L ig h t mu l t ip l ie d h is e n joy
me n t s , a n d d a rkn e s s d imi n i sh e d t h em. Th e fo rme r, a cco rd in g ly
be came h is frie n d , a n d t h e l a t t e r h is e n emy . Th e wo rd s ‘ l ig h t
a n d ‘

g oo d ,
’
a n d ‘d a rkn e s s ’

a n d ‘
e vi l , ’ co n ve y e d s imi l a r i d e a s ,

a n d be came , in s a cre d l a n g u a g e , sy n o n ymo u s t e rms . Bu t a s g oo d

a n d e vi l we re n o t s u p p o s e d to flow from o n e a n d th e s ame so u rce ,
n o more t h a n l ig h t a n d d a rkn e s s we re s u p p o s e d t o h a ve a com

mo n orig i n , two d i s t i n ct a n d i n d e p e n d e n t p r i n cip le s w e re e s t a b
l ish e d , t o t a l ly d iffe re n t in t h e ir n a t u re , of Op p o s i t e ch a ra c t e rs ,
p u rs u i n g a co n fl i ct i n g l i n e of a c t io n , a n d cre a t i n g a n t a g o n is t i c
e ffe c t s . S u ch wa s t h e o r ig i n of t h i s famo u s d o g ma , re co g n i z e d by
a ll t h e h e a t h e n s , a n d i n corp o ra t e d w i t h a ll t h e s a cre d fa bl e s ,
co smo g o n i e s , a n d my s t e ri e s of a n t i qu i ty .

”
T/z e R e l ig ion s oj

Profa n e p . 1 86.
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Ahrima n . Th e fo rme r , bo rn of th e pu re st l igh t , a n d th e

la t t e r , spru n g from u t t e r da rk n e ss , a re , in t h i s my tho logy ,
con t i n u a l ly ma k i n g w a r on e a ch o th e r .
Ma n e s , or Ma n i chae us , th e fou n de r Of t h e se ct of l\/Ia n i
ch e e s , in th e th i rd ce n tu ry , ta ugh t th a t th e re a re two

pr i n c iple s from wh i ch a ll t h i n gs pro ce e d ; th e on e is a

pure a n d sub t i l e ma t t e r , ca l le d L igh t , a n d th e o th e r a

gro ss a n d co rrup t subs t a n ce , ca l l e d Da rkn e ss . Ea ch Of

t h e se is subje ct to th e d omin ion ofa supe r i n t e n d i n g be i n g ,
who se e x i s t e n ce is from a ll e t e rn i ty . Th e be i n g who

pre s i de s ove r th e l igh t is ca l le d Goa
’
h e tha t ru l e s ove r

th e da rkn e ss is ca l le d fz’y le , or D emon . Th e ru le r of

th e l igh t is supreme ly ha ppy , good , a n d b e n e vo l e n t ,
wh i le th e ru l e r ove r da rkn e s s is u n h a ppy , e vi l , a n d

ma l ign a n t .
Py thago ra s a lso ma in ta in e d t h is doc t r i n e of two a n ta g

on ist ic pri n ci pl e s . H e ca l le d th e o n e , u n i ty , [lg /w, t h e

r igh t h a n d , e qu a l i ty , s t ab i l i ty , a n d a s t ra igh t l in e ; th e

o the r h e n ame d b i n a ry , d a rkn e ss , th e l e ft h a n d , i n e qu a l i ty ,
i n st a bi l i ty , a n d a cu rve d l i n e . Of th e co lo rs , h e a t t ribu t e d
wh i t e to th e good prin c ipl e , a n d bla ck to th e e v i l o n e .

Th e Caba l i s ts ga ve a promi n e n t pla ce to l igh t in
th e i r sy st em of cosmogon y . Th e y t a ugh t t h a t , b e fo re
th e cre a t ion Of th e wo rld , a ll spa ce w a s fi l le d wi th wha t
th e y ca l l e d A n r e n sop /6, or th e E t e rn a l L zlg nt , a n d th a t
wh e n th e D i v i n e Min d de t e rmi n e d or wi l l e d th e produc
t io n of Na ture , th e E t e rn a l L igh t wi thdre w to a ce n t ra l
po i n t , l e a v in g a rou n d i t a n empty spa ce , in wh ich th e

proce ss of cre a t ion w e n t o n bv me a n s ofema n a t io n s from
th e ce n t ra l ma ss of l igh t . I t is u n n e ce ssa ry to e n t e r i n to
th e Ca ba l i s t i c a ccoun t of cre a t ion ; i t i s s u fli c ie n t h e re
to rema rk th a t a ll wa s do n e through th e me d i a t e i n flu e n ce
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a n c i e n t symbo l i sm, a pla ce e qu a l ly a s promi n e n t a s th a t
of l igh t .
Th e same re l ig iou s s e n t ime n t of th e a n c i e n t s , mod ifi e d ,
how e ve r , in it s d e t a i ls , by o u r b e t t e r k n owl e dge of d iv i n e
th i n gs , h a s suppl i e d Fre ema so n ry wi th a doubl e svmb o l

ism th a t ofL ig /z t a n d D a rkn e ss .

D a rk n e ss is th e symbo l of i n i t i a t ion . It is i n t e n d e d to
remi n d th e ca n d id a t e of h is ign o ra n ce , whi ch Ma so n ry is
to e n l igh t e n ofh is e v i l n a ture

,
wh i ch Ma so n ry is to pur i

fy ; of th e wo r ld , in who s e obscu r i ty h e h a s be e n w a n d e r
in g , a n d from wh ich Ma son ry is to re scu e h im.

L igh t , o n t h e o th e r h a n d , is th e symbo l of th e a u topsy ,
th e s igh t of th e my s t e r i e s , th e i n t ru s t i n g , th e fu l l fru i t io n
of ma so n i c t ru th a n d kn owl e dge .

In i t i a t io n pre ce d e s t h e commu n i ca t io n of kn ow l e dge in
lVIa so n ry , a s da rkn e s s pre ce d e d l igh t in th e O ld co smog o

n i e s . Thu s
,
in G e n e s i s , w e s e e th a t in t h e be gi n n i n g “

t h e

wo rld w a s wi tho u t fo rm, a n d vo id , a n d da rkn e ss w a s o n

7

th e fa ce of th e d e e p .

’
Th e Cha ld e a n co smogo n y t a u gh t

t h a t in th e b e gi n n i n g a ll w a s da rkn e s s a n d w a t e r .”

Th e Phoe n i c i a n s suppo se d t h a t “ th e be gi n n i n g of a ll

th i n gs w a s a win d of bla ck a ir. a n d a ch a os d a rk a s

Ere bu s .

” 9“

Th e I n s t i t u t e s ofM e n n , wh i ch a re t h e a ckn ow le d g e d co d e of

th e Bra hmi n s , i n fo rm u s t h a t “
t h e wo r ld w a s a ll d a rkn e s s , u n

d i s ce rn i b l e , u n d i s t i n g u i s h a bl e a l to g e th e r , a s in a p rofo u n d s l e e p ,

t i l l t h e s e lf- e x i s t e n t , i n v i s i b l e Go d , ma ki n g i t ma n ife s t w i t h fi ve

e leme n t s a n d o t h e r g lo r io u s fo rms
, p e rfe c t ly d i sp e l l e d t h e g lo om.

”

S irW ILL IAM JONE S , On Me God s of Gre e ce . As i a t icR e s e a rcne s ,

L 244 .

Amo n g t h e Ro s i cru c ia n s , w h o h a ve , by s ome , be e n imp ro p e rly
co n fo u n d e d w i t h t h e Fre ema so n s , t h e wo rd la x w a s u s e d to s ig n ify
a kn owl e d g e of t h e p h i lo so p h e r’s s to n e , o r t h e g re a t d e s id e ra t u m
of a u n i ve rs a l e l i x ir a n d a u n i ve rs a l me n s tru u m. Th i s wa s t h e ir
t rn t/z .
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Bu t o u t of a ll th i s d a rkn e ss spra n g fo r th l igh t , a t t h e
d iv i n e comma n d , a n d th e subl ime phra se , Le t th e re b e
l igh t

,

”
is re p e a t e d , in some subs t a n t i a l ly i d e n t i ca l fo rm,

i n

a ll th e a n c i e n t h i s to r i e s Of cre a t io n .

So , too , o u t of th e my s t e r iou s da rkn e ss of Ma so n ry
come s th e fu l l bla z e ofma son i c l igh t . O n e mu s t pre ce d e
th e o th e r , a s th e e ve n i n g pre ce d e d th e mo rn i n g . SO th e

e ve n i n g a n d th e mo rn i n g we re th e fi rs t d ay .

”

Th i s though t is pre se rve d in th e gre a t mo t to of th e

O rd e r , L a x e t e n eori s — L igh t o u t ofda rkn e ss . It is

e qu iva l e n t to th i s o th e r s e n t e n c e : Tru th o u t of i n i t i a t io n .

L a x ,
or l igh t , is t ru t h t e n e orw , or da rkn e s s , is i n i t i a t io n .

I t is a b e a u t ifu l a n d i n s t ruc t ive po rt io n of o u r symbo l
ism,

th i s co n n e c t io n of da rkn e ss a n d l ig h t , a n d w e l l d e
s e rv e s a furth e r i n ve s t iga t io n .

G e n e s i s a n d th e co smogo n i e s , say s Po r ta l , me n t io n
th e a n tago n i sm of l igh t a n d da rk n e ss . Th e fo rm of th i s
fabl e va r i e s a ccord i n g to e a ch n a t ion ,

b u t t h e fou n da t ion
is e ve rywh e re th e s ame . Un d e r th e symbo l of th e cre a
t ion of th e wo rld it pre s e n ts t h e p ic ture of re ge n e ra t ion
a n d i n i t i a t io n .

”

Pl u ta rch sa vs th a t to d ie is to b e i n i t i a t e d i n to th e

g re a t e r My s t e r i e s ; a n d th e Gre e k wo rd re l s vrti v , wh ich
s ign ifi e s to d i e , me a n s a lso t o oe i n i t i a t e d . Bu t bla ck ,
wh ich is th e symbo l i c co lo r of da rkn e s s , is a lso th e sym

bo l of d e a th . A n d h e n ce , a ga i n , da rkn e ss , l ike de a th , is
th e symbo l Of i n i t i a t io n . I t w a s for th i s re a so n tha t a ll

t h e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t ion s w e re p e rfo rme d a t n igh t . Th e

ce l e bra t io n of th e My s t e r i e s w a s a lway s n o cturn a l . Th e

same cu s tom pre va i ls in Fre ema so n ry , a n d th e e xpla n a
t ion is th e s ame . D e a th a n d th e r e surre c t io n w e re t a ugh t

O n Symbo l i c Co lo rs , p . 23 , Inma n
’

s tra n s l a t io n .
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in th e Mys t e r i e s , a s th e y a re in Fre ema son ry . Th e in i

t i a t ion wa s th e l e sson Of d e a th . Th e fu l l fru i t io n or

a u topsy , th e re ce p t io n of l igh t , wa s th e le sson Of re ge n e r
a t ion or re su rre c t ion .

L igh t is , th e re fo re , a fun dame n ta l symbo l in Fre ema

son ry . I t is , in fa ct , th e firs t impo rta n t symbo l t ha t is
pre se n t e d to th e n e ophy t e in h is i n st ruc t ion s , a n d con t a i n s
wi th i n i tse lf th e ve ry e sse n ce of Spe cu la t i ve Ma so n ry ,
wh ich is n o th i n g mo re th a n th e co n t empla t ion of in t e lle c

tu a l l igh t or t ru th .

*

Fre ema so n ry h a v i n g re ce i ve d th e n ame ofla x, or l ig h t , i t s d is
c ip le s h a ve , ve ry a p pro p r i a t e ly , be e n ca l l e d “ th e So n s of L ig h t .

”

Th u s B u rn s , in h is ce le bra t e d Fa re we l l

Oft h a ve I me t y o u r soc i a l b a n d ,
An d spe n t t h e ch e e rfu l , fe s t i ve n ig h t ;

Oft , h o n o re d w i th s u preme comma n d ,

Pre s id e d o
’
e r t h e s on s of ag ar.

”
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th e o cca s io n a n d th e e ve n t is v i e we d by th e wo rkme n a s

a n impo r t a n t e ra in th e co n s t ruct ion of th e e d ifi c e fl‘

I n th e r i ch ima ge ry of O r i e n t a l i sm, t h e co rn e r- s ton e is
fre qu e n t ly re fe rre d to a s t h e a ppropr i a t e symbo l of a c h i e f
or pr i n ce w h o is t h e d e fe n ce a n d bu lwa rk of h is p e opl e ,
a n d mo re pa r t i cu la rly in Scr ip ture , a sde n o t i n g t h a t prom
i s e d IVIe ss ia h w h o w a s to b e t h e su re prop a n d suppo rt of
a ll w h o sho u ld p u t t h e i r t ru st in h is d ivi n e mis s io n sf'

To th e va r ious prop e rt i e s th a t a re n e ce ssa ry to co n s t i
t u t e a t ru e co rn e r - s to n e , —it s fi rmn e s s a n d dura b i l i ty , it s
pe rfe c t fo rm, a n d it s p e cu l i a r po s i t io n a s th e co n n e ct i n g

Amo n g t h e a n ci e n t s t h e co rn e r - s to n e of imp o rt a n t e d ifice s
w a s l a id w i t h imp re s s i ve ce remo n ie s . Th e s e a re we l l d e scr i be d by
T a c i t u s , i n h is h i s to ry of t h e re b u i ld i n g of t h e C a p i to l . Aft e r
d e t a i l i n g t h e p re l imi n a ry ce remo n i e s wh i ch co n s i s t e d i n a p ro

ce s s io n of ve s t a l s , wh o w i t h Ch a p l e t s of flowe rs e n comp a s s e d t h e

g ro u n d a n d co n s e cra t e d i t by l i b a t io n s of l i v i n g wa t e r , h e a d d s

t h a t , a ft e r so l emn p ra y e r, H e lv id i u s , to w h om t h e ca re ofre b u i ld
in g t h e C a p i to l h a d b e e n commi t t e d ,

“ l a id h i s h a n d u p o n t h e fi l l e t s
t h a t a d orn e d t h e fo u n d a t io n s to n e , a n d a l so t h e co rd s by w h i ch
i t w a s to b e d rawn to i t s p la ce . In t h a t i n s t a n t th e ma g is t ra t e s ,
t h e p r i e s t s , t h e s e n a to rs , t h e Roma n kn ig h t s , a n d a n u mb e r of
c i t i z e n s , a ll a c t i n g w i t h o n e e ffo rt a n d g e n e ra l d emo n s t ra t io n s of

joy ,
l a id h o ld of t h e ro p e s a n d d ra g g e d t h e p o n d e ro u s lo a d to i t s

d e s t i n e d sp o t . Th e y t h e n t h re w i n i n g o t s of g o ld a n d s i l ve r , a n d
o t h e r me t a l s , wh i ch h a d n e ve r be e n me l t e d in t h e fu rn a ce , b u t

s t i l l re t a i n e d , u n to u ch e d by h u ma n a rt , t h e ir firs t fo rma t io n i n

t h e bo we l s Of t h e e a rt h . Ta o . H i s t .
, 1. i v . c . 53 , M u rp h y ’

s

t ra n sL

’

rA s , fo r i n s t a n ce , i n Ps a lm cxv i i i . 2 2 ,
“ Th e s to n e wh i ch t h e

b u i ld e rs re fu s e d i s b e come t h e h e a d - s to n e of t h e co rn e r, ” wh i ch ,

C l a rke s a y s , s e ems to h a ve be e n o rig i n a l l y sp oke n ofD a vid , wh o

w a s a t firs t re j e ct e d by t h e je w i s h ru l e rs , b u t wa s a ft e rw a rd s ch o s e n
by t h e Lord t o b e t h e g re a t ru l e r of h is p e o p le in Isra e l ; a n d in

Is a i a h xxv i i i . 1 6 , “ B e h o ld , I la y in Z io n ,
for a fo u n d a t io n , a s to n e ,

a t ri e d s t o n e , a pre c io u s corn e r- s to n e , a s u re fo u n d a t io n ,

"
wh i ch

c l e a rly re fe rs to t h e promis e d Me s s ia h .
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l i n k b e twe e n th e wa l l s , —w e mu st a t tr ibu t e th e impo rt a n t
ch a ra c t e r th a t i t h a s a ssume d in th e la n guage of symbo l
ism. Fre ema so n ry , wh ich a lo n e , of a ll e x i s t i n g in s t it u
t io n s , h a s pre se rve d th i s a n c i e n t a n d u n ive rs a l l a n gu age

,

could n o t , a s i t may we l l b e suppo se d , h a ve n e gl e ct e d to

a dopt th e co rn e r- s ton e amo n g i t s mo s t che ri she d a n d im

pre ss ive symbo l s ; a n d h e n ce it h a s re fe rre d to i t ma n y of

i t s mo s t s ign ifica n t l e sso n s ofmo ra l i ty a n d t ru th .

I h a v e a l re a dy a l lud e d to th a t p e cu l ia r mode ofma so n i c
symbo l i sm by wh i ch th e spe cu l a t i ve ma so n is suppo se d to
b e e n gage d in t h e co n s t ruct io n of a Spi ri tu a l t e mpl e , in
imi t a t io n of, or, ra th e r , in re fe re n c e to , th a t ma t e ri a l o n e
w h i ch w a s e re c te d by h is op e ra t i ve pre d e ce sso rs a t Je ru
s a l em. Le t u s aga i n , for a fe w mome n ts , d i re ct o u r a t t e n
t io n to th i s impor t a n t fa c t , a n d re ve rt to th e co n n e c t io n
w h ich o rigi n a l ly e x i s t e d b e tw e e n t h e Op e ra t ive a n d sp e e n
l a t iv e d iv i s io n s of Fre ema so n ry . Th i s is a n e ss e n t i a l
i n t roduc t io n to a n y i n qu i ry i n to th e symbo l i sm of th e

co rn e r- s to n e .

Th e d iffe re n c e b e twe e n Op e ra t i ve a n d spe cu la t ive M a

so n ry is s imply th i s tha t wh i l e th e fo rme r w a s e n ga ge d
in th e con s t ruct io n Of a ma t e r i a l t e mple

,
fo rme d

,
it is tru e ,

of th e mo s t magn ifice n t ma t e ri a ls wh ich t h e qu a rr i e s
of Pa le s t in e , th e mou n t a i n s of L e ba n o n , a n d t h e go l de n
sho re s ofOph i r cou ld co n tr ibu t e , t h e l a t t e r occup i e s i t se lf
in th e e re ct io n of a sp i ri tu a l hou se , a hou s e n o t ma de
wi th h a n ds , — ih whi ch , for s to n e s a n d c e da r , a n d go ld
a n d pre c iou s s to n e s , a re subs t i tu t e d th e v i r tu e s of t h e

h e a r t , t h e pure e mo t io n s of t h e sou l , th e w a rm a ffe c

t io n s gu sh i n g fo rth from th e h idd e n fou n t a i n s Of th e spir i t ,
so t h a t th e v e ry pre s e n ce of Je hova h , o u r Fa t h e r a n d

o u r God , sh a l l b e e n shri n e d wi th i n u s a s h is Sh e ki n a h
I I
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w a s in th e ho ly of ho l ie s of th e ma t e r i a l t empl e a t Je ru
sa lem.

Th e Spe cul a t ive Ma so n , th e n , ifh e r igh t ly compre h e n ds
t h e scope a n d d e s ign of h is profe s s ion , is occupi e d , from
h is ve ry firs t a dmi ss ion i n to th e o rde r un t i l th e close of

h is labo rs a n d h is l ife , a n d th e tru e ma so n
’

s labo r e n ds
o n ly wi th h is l ife ,— in th e con st ru ct io n , th e a do rnme n t ,

a n d th e compl e t ion of t h i s sp iri tu a l t emple of h is body .

H e l ay s it s foun da t ion in a fi rm be l i e f a n d a n un sh a k e n
co n fide n ce in th e wi sdom, powe r , a n d goodn e ss ofGod .

Th i s is h is fi rs t ste p . Un l e ss h is t ru s t is in God , a n d in

h im on ly , h e ca n a dv a n ce n o furth e r th a n th e t hre sho ld of
i n i t i a t io n . An d the n h e pre pa re s h is ma t e r ia ls wi th th e
ga uge a n d ga ve l of Tru th , ra i se s th e wa l ls by th e plumb
l i n e of Re c t i tud e , squ a re s h is wo rk w i th th e squa re of

V i rtu e , con n e c ts th e who le wi th th e c eme n t of Bro th e rly
Love , a n d thu s ski lful ly e re ct s th e l iv i n g e d ifice of

t hough t s , a n d wo rd s , a n d d e e ds , in a cco rda n ce wi th th e

d e s ign s la i d down by th e Ma s t e r Arch i te ct of th e u n i

v e rs e in th e gre a t Book of Re ve la t io n .

Th e a sp ira n t for ma son i c l igh t — th e Ne ophy te
h is firs t e n tra n ce wi th i n o u r s a cre d po rch , pre pa re s h im
s e lf for th i s con se cra t e d labo r of e re ct i n g w i th in h is own

bosom a fi t dwe l l in g- pla ce for th e D iv i n e Sp i r i t , a n d t hu s
comme n ce s th e n oble wo rk by be comi n g h imse lf th e

co rn e r- sto n e o n wh ich th i s sp i ri tu a l e d ifice is to b e

e re ct e d .

He re , th e n , is th e b e gi n n i n g of th e symbo l i sm of th e

co rn e r- s ton e ; a n d it is s in gul a rly cu r iou s to Obs e rve h ow
e ve ry po r t ion of th e a rch e typ e h a s be e n ma d e to pe rfo rm
i ts a ppropr ia t e du ty in tho roughly ca rry in g o u t th e em

b lema t ic a l l u s ion s .
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d e e me d a figure of p e rfe c t ion , a n d th e (la /fig rs rgdywvog
3“

th e squ a re o r cub i ca l ma n ,

’
a s t h e wo rd s ma y b e t ra n s

la t e d— w a s a t e rm u se d to d e s ign a t e a ma n of u n su l l i e d
i n t e gri ty . H e n ce o n e of t h e i r mo s t emi n e n t me t a p hy s i

c ia n s h a s sa i d th a t “ h e w ho v a l i a n t ly su s t a i n s th e sho cks
of a dve rs e fo rtu n e , d eme a n i n g h imse lf u prigh t ly IS t ru ly
good a n d of a squ a re pos t u re , wi t hou t re proof; a n d h e

w h o wou ld a ssume such a squ a re po s tu re shou ld oft e n

subj e c t h imse lf to th e pe rfe c t ly squ a re t e s t of ju st i ce a n d

i n t e gr ity .

”

Th e cub e , in th e l a n gu age ofsymbo l i sm, d e n o t e s tru thqL

Amon g th e p aga n my tho logi st s , Me rcu ry , or H e rme s , w a s

a lw a y s re pre s e n t e d by a cub i ca l s t o n e , be ca u s e h e w a s t h e

type Of tru th ,j[ a n d t h e s ame fo rm w a s a dop t e d by th e Is
ra e l it e s in th e co n s t ru c t io n of t h e t a b e rn a cle , wh ich wa s

to b e t h e dw e l l i n g- pl a c e ofd iv i n e t ru th .

An d , th e n , a s to it s ma t e r i a l : Th i s , too , is a n e sse n t i a l
e l e me n t of a ll symbo l i sm. Co n st ru c t e d of a ma t e r i a l fin e r
a n d mo re po l i sh e d th a n th a t wh ich co n st i tu t e s th e re

ma in d e r of th e e d ific e , Oft e n ca rve d w i th a ppropri a t e d e
v i ce s a n d fi t t e d for i t s d i st i n gu i sh e d pu rpo se by th e u tmo s t

sk i l l of t h e scu lp to r’s a rt , it b e come s t h e symbo l of th a t

Ar i s to t le .

T Th e cu be is a symbo l of t ru th , ofw i sd om, a n d mo ra l p e rfe c
t io n . Th e n e w Je ru s a l em, p romise d in t h e Ap o ca ly p s e , i s e q u a l
i n l e n g t h ,

bre a d t h , a n d h e ig h t . Th e My s t ica l c i ty o u g h t t o b e

co n s id e re d a s a n e w ch u rch , wh e re d i v i n e w i s dom w i l l re ig n .

”

O L IVER ’S L a n dma rks , i i . p . 357 .
—An d h e m ig h t h a ve a d d e d ,

wh e re e t e rn a l t ru t h w i l l b e p re s e n t .

I In t h e mo s t p r imi t i ve t ime s , a ll t h e g o d s a p pe a r to h a ve b e e n
re p re s e n t e d by cu b ica l b locks of s to n e ; a n d Pa u s a n i a s s ay s t h a t

h e s aw t h irty of t h e s e s to n e s in t h e c i ty of Ph a res , wh i ch re p

re s e n t e d a s ma n y d e i t ie s . Th e firs t of t h e ki n d , i t i s p rob a bl e ,
we re d e d ica t e d t o H e rme s , wh e n ce t h e y d e r i ve d t h e ir n ame of

H e rmae .

”
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b e a u ty of h o l i n e ss wi th wh i ch th e H e bre w Psa lmi st h a s
s a i d th a t w e a re to wo rsh ip Je h ov a h .

’le

Th e c e remo n y , th e n , of th e n o rth - e a s t co rn e r of th e

lodge , s i n ce i t d e r ive s a ll i ts typ ica l va lu e from th i s sym

h o l i sm of th e co rn e r- s to n e , w a s u n doub t e dly i n t e n d e d to

po rt ra y , I n th i s con se cra t e d l a n gu a ge , th e n e ce s s i ty of

i n t e gri ty a n d s t a b i l i ty of co n duct , of t ru thfu l n e ss a n d u p

r igh t n e s s of ch a ra c t e r , a n d of pur i ty a n d ho l i n e ss of l ife ,
wh ich

, ju s t a t th a t t ime a n d in th a t pl a ce , t h e ca n dida t e is
mos t impre ss ive ly ch a rge d to ma i n t a i n .

Bu t th e re is a lso a symbo l i sm a bo u t th e po s i t io n of th e

co rn e r- s to n e , whi ch is w e l l wo rthy of a t t e n t io n . I t is

fami l i a r to e v e ry o n e ,
—e ve n to thos e wh o a re wi thou t

th e pa l e of i n i t i a t io n ,
— th a t th e cu s tom of l ay i n g th e

co rn e r- s to n e s of publ i c bu i ld i n gs h a s a lway s b e e n p e r

fo rme d by th e ma so n i c o rd e r wi th p e cu l i a r a n d impre s
s ive c e remo n i e s , a n d th a t th i s s to n e is i n va r i a bly d e pos i t e d
in th e n o rth - e a s t co rn e r of t h e fou n da t io n of t h e i n t e n d e d
s t ruc ture . Now , th e qu e s t ion n a tu ra l ly sugge s t s i t s e lf,
Wh e n ce do e s th i s a n c i e n t a n d i n va r i a bl e u s age d e r iv e i ts
o r igi n ? Why ma y n o t th e s to n e b e d e po s i t e d in a n y

o th e r co rn e r or por t io n of th e e d ifi ce , a s co n ve n i e n ce or

n e ce ss i ty may di c t a t e ? Th e cu s tom ofpl a ci n g th e fo u n d a
t io n - st o n e in th e n o rth - e a s t co rn e r mu s t h a ve b e e n o r igi
n a l ly a dop t e d for some good a n d suffi c i e n t re a son ; for
w e h a v e a righ t to suppo se th a t i t w a s n o t a n a rbi tra ry
s e le c t ion .T Wa s it in re fe re n ce to th e ce remon y wh ich

Give u n to Je h o v a h t h e g lo ry d u e u n t o H is n ame ; wo rs h ip
Je h o va h in t h e b e a u ty of h o l i n e s s .

—Ps a lm xxix . 2 .

1
‘ I t is a t l e a s t a s i n g u l a r co i n cid e n ce t h a t in t h e Bra hmi n i ca l
re l ig io n g re a t re sp e ct w a s p a id to t h e n ort h - e a s t p o i n t of t h e

h e a ve n s . Th u s i t i s s a id in t h e In s t i t u t e s of Me n u ,

“ If h e h a s

a u v in cu ra b le d i s e a s e , le t h im a d va n ce in a s tra ig h t p a t h towa rd s
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t a ke s pla ce in th e lodge ? O r is t h a t in re fe re n ce to th e
po s i t io n of th e ma t e r i a l s ton e ? No ma t te r wh i ch h a s th e
pre ce d e n ce in po i n t of t ime , th e pr i n c ipl e is t h e same .

Th e po s i t io n of th e s ton e in th e n o rth - e a s t co rn e r of th e
bu i ld i n g is a l toge th e r symbo l i c , a n d th e symbo l i sm e xclu
s ive ly a l lud e s to c e rt a i n doc t r in e s wh i ch a re t a ugh t in th e
spe cu la t i ve sc i e n ce ofM a son ry .

,

Th e i n t e rpre t a t io n , I co n ce i ve , is bri e fly th is : Eve ry
Sp e cu la t ive Ma so n is fami l i a r w i t h th e fa ct th a t th e e a st ,

a s t h e sou rce of ma t e ria l l igh t , is a symbo l of h is own

o rde r , wh ich profe s se s to co n ta i n w i th i n i t s bosom th e

pu re l igh t of t ru th . A s
,
in th e phy s i ca l wo rld , th e mo rn

in g ofe a ch d ay is u sh e re d i n to e x i st e n ce by th e re dd e n i n g
dawn of th e e a st e rn sky , wh e n ce th e r i s i n g s u n d i spe n se s
h is i l l umi n a t i n g a n d pro l ifi c ra y s to e ve ry po r t io n of th e

v i s ible ho r i zo n ,
wa rmi n g t h e who l e e a rt h w i th h is em

bra ce of l igh t , a n d giv i n g n e w - bo rn l ife a n d e n e rgy to

flowe r a n d t re e , a n d b e a s t a n d ma n , who , a t th e ma gi c
touch , awa ke from th e s le e p of d a rkn e ss , so in t h e

mo ra l wo rld , whe n i n t e l l e c tu a l n igh t w a s , in th e e a rl i e st
d ay s , brood i n g ove r th e wo rld , it w a s from th e a n c i e n t
pr i e sthood l i v i n g in th e e a s t tha t t ho se l e sso n s ofGod , of

n a tu re , a n d of huma n i ty fi rs t ema n a t e d , whi ch , t ra ve l l in g
w e s twa rd , re ve a le d to ma n h is fu tu re de s t i n y , a n d h is d e

p e n d e n c e o n a sup e r io r pow e r . Thu s e ve ry n e w a n d t ru e
do ct r i n e , comi n g from th e se wi se me n ofth e e a s t ,

”
w a s ,

a s it w e re , a n e w d ay a r i s in g . a n d d i ss ipa t i n g th e clouds
Of i n t e l l e c tu a l d a rkn e ss a n d e rro r . I t w a s a u n i ve rsal
op i n ion amo n g th e a n c i e n t s tha t th e fi rs t le a rn i n g came

t lze i n v in cible n ortn - e a s t jfioin t , fe e d i n g o n wa t e r a n d a ir t i l l h is
mort a l frame to t a l ly d e cay , a n d h is so u l be come u n i t e d w i th t h e

S u preme .

”



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 68 SYMBOLISM OF TH E CORNER - STONE .

it in h is re l a t io n to th e o rd e r a n d to th e Wo rld . From
th e profa n e wo rl d h e h a s ju s t e me rge d . Some Of it s

imp e rfe c t io n s a re s t i l l upo n h im ; some of it s d a rkn e s s is
s t i l l a bou t h im ; h e a s y e t b e lo n gs in p a r t to th e n o rth .

B u t h e is s t r iv i n g fo r l igh t a n d t ru th th e p a thw a y upon
wh i ch h e h a s e n t e re d is d i re c t e d towa rd s th e e a s t . H is

a l l e gi a n c e , if I may u s e th e wo rd , is d iv id e d . H e is n o t

a l toge th e r a profa n e , n or a l toge th e r a ma so n . Ifh e w e re
who l ly in th e w o rld , th e n o r th w o u ld b e th e pl a c e to fi n d
h im— th e n o rth , wh ich is th e re ign of d a rkn e ss . If h e

w e re who l ly in th e o rd e r , — a Ma s t e r Ma so n , th e e a s t

wou ld h a ve re c e i ve d h im— th e e a s t , wh i ch is th e pla ce
of l igh t . Bu t h e is n e i th e r ; h e is a n Appre n t i ce , wi th
some of th e ign o ra n ce Of th e wo rld cl e a vi n g to h im,

a n d

some of th e l igh t of th e o rd e r b e ami n g upo n h im. An d

h e n c e th i s d iv i d e d a l l e gi a n ce — th i s do uble ch a ra c t e r
th i s min gl i n g o f th e d e pa rt i n g d a rk n e ss of th e n o rth wi th
th e a ppro a ch i n g brigh t n e ss of th e e a s t is w e l l e xpre ss e d ,
in o u r symbo l i sm, by th e a ppropr i a t e po s i t io n of th e

sp i r i tu a l co rn e r - sto n e in th e n o r th - e a s t co rn e r of th e lodge .

O n e su rfa ce of th e s to n e fa ce s t h e n orth , a n d t h e o th e r
su rfa c e fa c e s th e e a s t . It is n e i th e r w ho l ly in th e o n e

pa r t n or who l ly in th e o th e r , a n d in so fa r it is a symbo l
of i n i t i a t io n n o t fu l ly d e v e lop e d — th a t wh i ch is in com

p le t e a n d imp e rfe c t , a n d is , t h e re fo re , fi t ly re pre se n t e d b v
th e re c ip i e n t of th e fi rs t d e gre e , a t th e v e ry mome n t ofh is

i n i t i a t ion .

*

Th i s symbo l i sm of t h e d o u b l e po s i t ion of t h e co rn e r- s to n e h a s
n o t e sca p e d t h e a t t e n t io n of t h e re l ig io u s symbo lo g i s t s . E t s i u s ,

a n e a rly comme n t a to r, i n 1 682 , re fe rr i n g to t h e p a s s a g e i n Ep h e

s i a n s i i . 20, s a y s ,
“ Th a t i s ca l l e d t h e co rn e r- s to n e , or ch i e f

corn e r- s to n e , wh i ch i s p l a ce d in t h e e x t reme a n g l e Of a fo u n d a

t io n , co n jo i n i n g a n d h o ld i n g to g e th e r two w a l l s of t h e p i le , me e t
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Bu t th e s tre n gth a n d dura bi l i ty of th e co rn e r - sto n e a re

a lso e mi n e n t ly sugge st ive of symbo l i c i d e a s . To fu lfi l
i ts d e s ign a s th e fou n da t io n a n d suppo rt of th e ma ss ive
bu i ld in g whose e re ct ion i t pre ce de s , it shou ld b e con

s t ru ct e d Of a ma t e r i a l wh i ch may ou t la st a ll o th e r pa rt s
of th e e d ifice

,
so t ha t wh e n th a t “

e te rn a l oc e a n who se
wa ve s a re y e a rs sha l l h a v e i ngu lfe d a ll wh o w e re
pre se n t a t th e co n s t ruc t io n of th e bu i ld i n g in th e va s t
vo r te x Of i t s e ve r- flow in g cu rre n t ; a n d wh e n ge n e ra t io n
a ft e r ge n e ra t io n sh a l l h a ve pa s se d awa y , a n d th e crum
bl i n g s to n e s of th e ru in e d e d ific e sh a l l be gi n to a t te s t th e

pow e r of t ime a n d th e e va n e sc e n t n a tu re of a ll h uma n

u n de rt a ki n gs
,
th e co rn e r- s to n e wi l l s t i l l rema i n to t e l l , bv

i t s i n script io n s , a n d i t s fo rm, a n d i ts be a u ty , to e ve ry
pa s s e r- by , th a t th e re o n ce e xi s te d in th a t , p e rh aps th e n
d e so la t e , spo t , a bu i ld i n g co n se cra t e d to some n oble or

some s a cre d purpo se by th e z e a l a n d l ibe ra l i ty of me n

w ho n ow n o lo n ge r l i ve .

SO , too , do t h i s p e rma n e n ce a n d du ra bi l i ty of th e

co rn e r- s ton e , in con t ra s t wi th th e d e cay a n d ru i n of th e

bu i ld i n g In who s e fo u n d a t io n s i t w a s pla ce d , remi n d th e

in g from d iffe re n t qu a rt e rs . An d t h e a po s t l e n o t o n lv wo u ld b e
u n d e rs tood by t h i s me t a p h o r t h a t Ch r is t i s t h e p rmcrp a l fo u n d a

t io n of t h e wh o le ch u rch , b u t a l so t h a t in h im, a s in a co rn e r
s to n e , t h e two pe o p le s , Je ws a n d G e n t i le s , a re co n jo i n e d , a n d so

co n jo in e d a s to r i s e tog e t h e r in to o n e e d ifice , a n d be come o n e

ch u rch .

”
An d Ju l i u s Firmic iu s , wh o wro t e in t h e s i x t e e n t h

ce n t u ry , s a y s t h a t Ch r i s t i s ca l le d t h e co rn e r- s to n e , be ca u s e , b e i n g
p l a ce d in th e a n g l e of t h e two wa l ls , wh i ch a re t h e O ld a n d t h e

Ne w Te s t ame n t , h e co l le ct s t h e n a t ion s i n to o n e fo ld .

“ La p i s
s a n ct u s , i . e . Ch ri s t u s , a u t fi d e i fu n d ame n t a s u s t e n t a t a u t in

a n g u lo p o s it u s d u o ru m p a rie t u m membra ae qu a t a mo d e ra t io n e

co nju n g i t , i . e . , V e t e ris e t Nov i Te s t ame n t i in u n u m co llig i t

g e n t e s . D e E rrore p rofa n . R e lig ion nm, ch a p . xxi .
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ma son th a t wh e n th i s e a r th ly ho u s e ofh is t a be rn a cle sh a l l
h a ve pa sse d away , h e h a s wi th in h im a sure fo u n d a t io n
of e t e rn a l l ife a co r n e r- s to n e Of immo rt a l i ty— a n ema

n a t io n from th a t D iv i n e Spi r i t wh ich pe rva d e s a ll n a tu re ,
a n d wh i ch , th e re fo re , mu st surv i ve th e tomb , a n d r i se ,
t r i umpha n t a n d e t e rn a l , above th e d e cay i n g du s t of d e a th
a n d th e gra ve .

*

I t is in th i s w ay th a t th e s tud e n t of ma son i c symbo l i sm
is remi n d e d by th e co rn e r- s ton e — by i ts fo rm, i ts po s i
t ion , a n d i ts p e rma n e n ce of s ign ifi ca n t do ct ri n e s of

du ty , a n d v ir tu e , a nd re l ig iou s t ru th , wh i ch i t is th e gre a t
obj e c t ofMa so n ry to t e a ch .

B u t I h a ve s a i d th a t th e ma t e r i a l co rn e r- s ton e is d e p o s
i t e d In It s appropr iat e pl a ce wi th so l emn r i t e s a n d ce re
mo n i e s , for wh i ch t h e o rd e r h a s e s t a bl i sh e d a p e cu l i a r
ri tu a l . Th e s e , too , h a ve a be a u t ifu l a n d s ign ifi ca n t sym
bo lism, th e i n v e st iga t ion of wh ich w i l l n e x t a t tra c t o u r

a t te n t ion .

An d h e re it may b e obse rve d , in pa ss i n g , th a t th e

a ccompa n ime n t of such a n a c t of con se cra t io n to a p a r

t i cula r purpose , wi th so lemn r i t e s a n d ce remo n i e s . cl a ims

o u r re sp e c t , from th e pre s t ige th a t i t h a s of a ll a n t iqu i ty .

Th i s pe rma n e n ce Of p o s i t io n w a s a l so a t tr ibu t e d to th o s e

c u b ica l s to n e s amo n g th e Roma n s wh i ch re p re s e n t e d t h e s t a t u e s

oft h e g od Te rmi n u s . Th e y co u ld n e ve r l awfu l ly b e remo ve d from
t h e Sp o t wh i ch t h e y o ccu p ie d . H e n ce , wh e n Ta rq u i n wa s a bo u t
to b u i ld t h e t emp l e of Ju p i t e r , o n t h e C a p i to l i n e H i l l , a ll th e
s h r i n e s a n d s ta t u e s of t h e o t h e r g od s we re remo ve d from t h e emi

n e n ce to ma ke w ay for th e n ew e d ifice , e xce p t t h a t of Te rmi n u s,
re p re s e n t e d by a s to n e . Th i s rema i n e d u n to u ch e d , a n d wa s

e n clo s e d w i th i n t h e t emp l e . to sh ow , s ay s D u d l e y , t h a t t h e s to n e ,

h a v i n g b e e n a pe rso n ifica t io n of t h e Go d S u preme , co u ld n o t b e

re a so n a bly re qu ire d to y ie ld t o J u p i t e r h imse lf in d ig n i ty a n d

p owe r . ” DUDLEY’

S N a olog y , p . 1 45 .
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t emp ta t io n s a n d su flb rin g s l ik e pure go l d from th e re fi

n e r’s fi re , th e n ,
i n de e d , sh a l l h e b e d e eme d we l l - fo rme d

t ru e , a n d tru s ty ,
”
a n d wo r thy to offe r u n to th e Lo rd a n

offe r i n g in r igh t e ou s n e ss .

”

In th e ce remo n y of d e po s i t i n g t h e co rn e r- s ton e , th e
s a cre d e leme n ts of ma so n i c con se cra t io n a re th e n p ro

d u ce d , a n d th e s to n e is so lemn ly s e t a pa r t by pou r i n g
corn ,

'w in e , a n d O il upo n it s surfa c e . Ea ch of th e se e le

me n t s h a s a be a u t ifu l s ign ifica n ce in o u r symbo l i sm.

Co l le c t i ve ly , the y a l l ud e to t h e Co rn of Nour i shme n t ,

th e Wi n e of Re fre shme n t , a n d th e O i l ofJoy , which a re

t h e promi se d re wa rds of a fa i thfu l a n d d i l ige n t p e rform
a n ce ofdu ty , a n d oft e n spe c ifica l ly re fe r to th e a n t i c ipa t e d
s ucc e ss of th e u n de rt a ki n g who se i n c ip i e n cy th e y h a ve
co n se cra t e d . Th e y a re , in fa ct , type s a n d symbo ls of a ll

t ho s e a bu n da n t gift s ofD iv i n e Prov i de n ce fo r wh ich w e

a re d a i ly ca l le d upo n to ma ke a n offe r i n g of o u r th a n ks ,
a n d wh i ch a re e n ume ra t e d by Ki n g D a v id , in h is ca t a
logu e of ble ss i n gs , a s wi n e tha t ma ke th gla d th e h e a r t
ofma n , a n d O il to ma k e h is fa ce to sh i n e , a n d bre a d wh ich
s tre n g th e n e th ma n

’
s h e a rt .”

Wh e re fo re , my bre thre n ,
say s Ha rr i s , d o yo u ca rry

corn , w i n e , a n d oi l in you r proc e ss io n s , b u t to remi n d you
th a t in th e p i lgr ima ge of huma n l ife yo u a re to impa rt a
port io n Of yo u r bre a d to fe e d t h e hu n gry , to s e n d a cup
ofyour w i n e to ch e e r th e so rrowfu l , a n d to pour th e h e a l
i n g o il ofyo u r co n so la t io n i n to th e wo u n ds which s i ckn e ss
h a th ma de in t h e bod i e s , or a ffl i ct io n re n t in th e h e a rt s , of

you r fe l low - t ra ve l le rs
Bu t , in d i v idu a l ly , e a ch of th e se e leme n ts of con s e cra t ion

Ma son i c D iscou rs e s , D is . i v . p . 8 1 .
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h a s a lso a n a ppropri a t e s ign ifica n ce , wh i ch is w e l l wo rth
i n ve s t iga t io n .

Co rn , in th e l a n gu age of Scr ip ture , is a n e mbl em of

th e re surre c t io n , a n d S t . Pa ul , in th a t e loqu e n t d i scourse
wh ich is so fami l ia r to a ll, a s a b e a u t ifu l a rgume n t for th e

gre a t Chri s t i a n doc t r i n e of a fu t ure l ife , a dduce s th e s e e d
of gra i n , wh ich , b e i n g sown , fi rs t d i e th , a n d th e n qu i ck
e n e th , a s th e a ppropri a t e type of tha t co rrupt ib le wh ich
mu s t p u t o n i n co rrup t io n , a n d of th a t mo rt a l wh ich mu st
a ssume immo rt a l i ty . B u t , in Ma so n ry , t h e sprig of a ca ci a ,
for re a so n s pure ly ma so n i c , h a s b e e n a lway s a dop t e d a s

t h e symbo l of immo r t a l i ty , a n d th e e a r of co rn is a ppro
p ria t e d a s th e symbo l of pl e n ty . Th i s is in a cco rd a n ce
w i th th e H e bre w d e r iva t io n of th e word , a s w e l l a s wi th
th e u sa ge of a ll a n c i e n t n a t io n s . Th e wo rd d ag a n

,

“

pm,
wh ich s ign ifie s corn ,

is d e r ive d from th e v e rb d ag a n
,

rm, to i n cre a s e , t o mu lt ip ly ,
a n d in a ll th e a n c i e n t re l i

g ion s t h e ho rn or va se , fi l le d wi th fru i t s a n d wi th gra i n ,
w a s th e re cogn i ze d symbo l of pl e n ty . H e n ce , a s a n e le

me n t of co n se cra t io n , co rn is i n t e n de d to re mi n d u s of

t ho s e t empo ra l bl e s s i n gs of l ife a n d h e a l th , a n d comfort a

b le suppo r t
,
wh i ch w e d e r ive from t h e Give r o f a ll good ,

a n d to me r i t w h i ch w e shou ld s t r ive , wi th cl e a n h a n d s
a n d a pure h e a rt ,” to e re ct o n th e co rn e r- s to n e of o u r

i n i t i a t ion a spi ri tu a l t empl e , wh i ch sh a l l b e a do rn e d w i th
t h e b e a u t y of ho l i n e ss .

Wi n e is a symbo l of tha t i n w a rd a n d ab id i n g comfo rt
wi th which th e h e a rt of th e ma n w ho fa i thfu lly p e rfo rms

h is pa rt o n th e gre a t s t age of l ife is to b e re fre sh e d a n d

a s , in th e figura t ive la n gu age of t h e Ea s t , Ja cob p rop h e t i
ca l ly promi se s to Juda h , a s h is re wa rd , tha t h e sh a l l wa sh
h is ga rme n ts in w i n e

, a n d h is clo th e s in th e blood of th e
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grape , it se ems i n t e n de d , mora l ly , to remin d u s of those
immo rt a l re fre shme n t s wh ich , wh e n th e la bo rs of t h i s
e a r thly lodge a re fo re v e r clo se d , w e sh a l l re ce i ve in th e

c e l e s t i a l lodge a bove , wh e re th e G . A . O . T . U . fore ve r
pre s i de s .

O i l is a symbo l of prosp e r i ty , a n d h a pp in e ss , a n d joy .

T h e cu s tom of a n o i n t i n g e ve ry th i n g or p e rson de s t in e d
for a sa cre d pu rpose is of ve n e ra bl e a n t iqu i ty .

* Th e

s ta tu e s of th e h e a th e n d e i t i e s , a s w e l l a s th e a l ta rs on

wh ich th e sa cr ifice s w e re offe re d to th em,
a n d th e pr i e s ts

who pre s i d e d ove r th e s a cre d ri t e s , w e re a lway s a n o i n t e d
w i t h p e rfume d o in tme n t , a s a con se cra t io n of t h em to th e

Obj e c t s of re l ig iou s wo rsh ip .

Wh e n Ja cob se t up t h e s to n e on wh i ch h e h a d s le p t in
h is jou rn e y to Pa da n - a ram, a n d wh e re h e w a s bl e ss e d
w i th t h e v i s io n of a sce n d i n g a n d de sce n d i n g a n ge l s , h e
a n o i n t e d i t wi th o il , a n d t hu s co n s e cra t e d i t a s a n a l t a r
to God . Such a n i n u n c t io n w a s , in a n c i e n t t ime s , a s it

s t i l l co n t i n u e s to b e in ma n y mode rn cou n t r i e s a n d co n

t empo ra ry re l ig io n s , a symbo l of th e s e t t in g a pa rt of th e

th i n g or p e rson so a n o i n te d a n d co n se cra t e d to a ho ly
purpo se .

“ Th e a c t of co n s e cra t io n ch ie fly co n s i s t e d in t h e u n ct io n ,

wh i ch w a s a ce remo n y d e r i ve d from t h e mo s t p r imi t i ve a n t iqu i ty .

Th e s a cre d t a be rn a cl e , w i t h a ll t h e ve s s e ls a n d u t e n s i l s , a s a l so t h e
a l t a r a n d t h e p r i e s t s t h ems e l ve s , w e re co n s e cra t e d in t h i s ma n n e r
by Mo s e s , a t t h e d i v i n e comma n d . It is w e l l kn own t h a t t h e

Jew i sh ki n g s a n d p ro p h e t s w e re a dmi t t e d to t h e i r s e ve ra l offi ce s by
u n ct io n . Th e p a t r i a rch Ja cob , by t h e s ame r i g h t , co n se cra t e d t h e
a l t a rs wh i ch h e ma d e u s e of; in d o i n g wh i ch i t is mo re p roba bl e
t h a t h e fo l lowe d t h e t ra d i t io n of h i s fore fa t h e rs , th a n t h a t h e w a s

t h e a u t h o r of t h i s cu s tom. Th e s ame , o r s ome t h i n g l ike i t , w a s

a l so co n t i n u e d d own to t h e t ime s Of Ch ri s t i a n i ty .

”—POTTER’
S

Arcnce olog z
'

a Grce ca , b . i i . p . 1 76.
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XXIV .

THE INEFFABLE NAME.

NOTHER impo r t a n t symbo l is th e In e ffable
Name , wi t h wh i ch th e s e r i e s of r i tu a l i s t i c sym
bo ls wi l l b e co n clud e d .

Th e Te tra g ramma to n ,
"e
or In e ffa bl e Wo rd

,

th e In commu n i ca bl e Name , is a symbo l for r igh t ly
co n s i de re d it is n o th i n g mo re th a n a symbo l th a t h a s
mo re th a n a n y o th e r (e xc e p t , p e rh a p s , th e symbo ls co n

n e c te d wi th s u n -wo rsh i p ) , pe rva d e d t h e r i t e s of a n t iqu i ty .

I kn ow
,
i n de e d , ofn o sy s t em ofa n c i e n t i n i t i a t ion in wh ich

i t h a s n o t some promi n e n t fo rm a n d pla c e .

Bu t a s i t w a s , p e rh a ps , th e e a r l i e st symbo l wh i ch w a s

co rrup te d by th e spurio us Fre ema so n ry of th e p aga n s
,
in

From t h e Gre e k rsrgdzg , fo u r, a n d ygd‘u ‘u a , l e t t e r, b e ca u se i t is
compo s e d of fo u r H e bre w le t t e rs . Bra n d e t h u s d e fi n e s i t
“ Amo n g s e ve ra l a n ci e n t n a t io n s , th e n ame of t h e my s t i c n u m

b e r fou r , wh i ch wa s oft e n symbo l i z e d to re p re s e n t t h e D e i ty ,

wh o s e n ame w a s e xpre s s e d by fo u r l e t t e rs .

”
B u t t h i s d e fi n i t io n is

i n co rre c t . Th e t e tra g ramma to n is n o t t h e n ame of t h e n u mbe r
fou r , b u t th e wo rd wh i ch e xp re s s e s t h e n ame of Go d in fo u r le t
t e rs , a n d is a lway s a ppl i e d to t h e H e bre w wo rd o n ly .
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th e i r s e ce ss io n from th e primi t i ve sy s t em Of th e pa t ri a rchs
a n d a n c i e n t pr i e s thood , i t wi l l b e mo st e xp e d i e n t for th e
t ho rough d i sc u ss io n of th e subje c t wh ich is propose d in
th e pre se n t p a pe r , t h a t w e shou ld be gi n th e in ve st iga t io n
w i th a n i n qu i ry i n to t h e n a ture of th e symbo l amo n g th e

Isra e l i t e s .

Tha t n ame of God , wh ich w e , a t a ve n ture , pron oun ce
Je hova h , — a l though wh e the r t h i s is , or is n o t , th e t ru e
pron u n ci a t io n c a n n ow n e ve r b e a u tho r i t a t ive ly s e t t l e d ,
w a s e ve r h e ld by th e Je w s in th e mos t profoun d ve n e ra
t ion . Th e y d e r ive d i ts o r ig i n from t h e imme di a t e i n spi ra
t io n of th e Almigh ty , w ho commu n i ca t e d i t to Mo se s a s

h is e spe c i a l a pp e l la t io n , to b e u se d o n ly by h is chose n
p e opl e a n d t h i s commu n i ca t io n wa s ma de a t th e Burn i n g
Bu sh , wh e n h e s a i d to h im,

“ Thu s sha l t tho u s ay u n to
t h e ch i ldre n of Is ra e l : Je hova h , t h e God of your fa th e rs ,
th e God ofAbra h am

, th e God of Isa a c , a n d th e God of

Ja cob , h a th s e n t me u n to yo u : th i s [Je hova h] is my
n ame fo re ve r , a n d th i s is my memo r i a l u n to a ll ge n e ra

An d a t a subs e qu e n t pe r iod h e s t i l l mo re em

ph a t i ca l ly d e cla re d th i s to b e h is pe cu l i a r n ame I am

fi
f
e /zova /z a n d I a ppe a re d u n to Abra h am,

u n to Isa a c , a n d
u n to Ja cob

, by th e n ame ofE l S/za d d a i ; b u t by my n ame

7 e lzova n w a s I n o t kn own u n to t h em.

”

T
I t wi l l b e p e rce i ve d th a t I h a ve n o t h e re fo l lowe d p re

c ise ly th e somewh a t u n sa t i sfa cto ry ve rs ion ofKi n g Jame s
’
s

Bibl e , wh ich , by t ra n s la t in g or a n gl i c iz i n g o n e n ame , a n d

n o t th e o th e r , l e a ve s th e who l e pa ssage le ss in t e l l ig ible

Exo d . i i i . 1 5 . In o u r common ve rs io n of t h e B ib le , t h e word
Lord i s s u b s t i t u t e d for “ Je h ova h ,

”
wh e n ce t h e t ru e imp ort of

t h e orig i n a l is lo s t .
'

i
' Exo d . v i . 2 , 3 .
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a n d impre ss i ve tha n it shou ld b e . I ha ve re ta in e d th e
o r ig in a l H e bre w for bo th n ame s . El Sh a d d a i , “

th e

Almigh ty O n e ,

”
w a s th e n ame by wh i ch h e h a d b e e n

h e re tofo re kn own to th e pre ce d i n g pa t r ia rch s ; in i t s

me a n i n g i t w a s a n a logou s to Eloh im, wh o is d e scr ibe d
in th e fi rs t ch ap t erof G e n e s i s a s cre a t i n g th e wo rld .

Bu t h is n ame ofJe hova h w a s n ow for th e fi rs t t ime to

be commu n i ca t e d to h is pe ople .

Ush e re d to th e i r n o t i ce wi th a ll th e so l emn i ty a n d re

lig io u s con se cra t ion of th e s e sce n e s a n d e ve n t s , th i s n ame

of God b e came i n v e s t e d amo n g t h e Isra e l i t e s wi th th e

profoun d e s t ve n e ra t ion a n d aw e . To a dd to th i s my s t i
c ism, th e Cab a l i s t s , by t h e ch a n ge of a s i n gl e l e t t e r , re a d
th e pa ssage , Th i s is my n ame fo re ve r ,” or, a s it is in th e

o r ig in a l , Z e /z s/z e 7n i l
’
ola n z , D595

“
th e: m, a s if wri t t e n

Z e /z sk emi l ’a la n z , Egg s m, tha t is to say , Th i s is
my n ame to b e co n ce a l e d .

”

Th i s in t e rpre ta t ion , a l though fo u n d e d on a blun d e r , a n d
in a ll proba bi l i ty a n i n te n t ion a l o n e , soon b e came a p re

c e p t , a n d h a s b e e n s t r i c t ly obe y e d to th i s d ay .

* Th e

Th e Jews h a ve ma n y s u p e rs t i t io u s s to r i e s a n d Op i n io n s re la
t i ve to t h i s n ame , wh i ch , b e ca u se t h e y we re forb id d e n t o me n t io n
i n v a in , t h e y wo u ld n o t me n t io n a t a ll . Th e y s u bs t i t u t e d Ad on a i ,
&c . , in i t s room, w h e n e ve r i t o ccu rre d t o t h em i n re a d i n g o r

sp e a k i n g , o r e l s e s imp ly a n d emp h a t i ca l ly s ty l e d i t DEW- b t/ze N a me .

Some of t h em a t tr i b u t e d to a ce rt a in re p e t i t io n Of t h i s n ame t h e

v irt u e Of a ch a rm, a n d o t h e rs h a ve h a d t h e bo ld n e s s to a s se rt t h a t
o u r b l e s se d S a v io r wro u g h t a ll h is mira cl e s (for t h e y d o n o t d e n y

th em to b e s u ch ) by th a t my s t i ca l u s e of t h i s ve n e ra bl e n ame . Se e

t h e Told ot/z y e sc/zn , a n i n famo u s ly scu rr i lo u s l ife ofJe s u s , wr i t t e n
by a Jew n o t l a t e r t h a n t h e t h irt e e n t h ce n t u ry . O n p . 7 , e d i t io n
ofWa g e n s e iliu s , 1 68 1 , i s a s u cci n c t d e t a i l of t h e ma n n e r i n wh ich
o u r S a vior i s s a id to h a ve e n t e re d t h e t empl e a n d ob t a i n e d p o s s e s
s io n oft h e Ho ly Name . Le u sd e n s ay s th a t h e h a d offe re d to g i ve
a s u m of mo n e y to a ve ry poor Jew a t Ams t e rd am, if h e wo u ld
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k n owl e dge wh i ch h e h a d pre v iou s ly re ce iv e d , by me a n s

of o ra l i n s tru c t io n , of t h e prop e r pro n u n c i a t ion Of th e

wo rd , h e wa s n e ce s sa r i ly u n a bl e to pro n ou n ce a n y wo rd
wh i ch h a d n e v e r b e fo re b e e n u t t e re d in h is pre s e n c e . A s

w e kn ow tha t D r . is to b e pron ou n c e d D oct or , a n d Mr .

Al is t e r , be ca u se w e h a ve a lway s h e a rd t ho se p e cu l i a r
comb i n a t ion s of l e t t e rs thu s e n u n c i a t e d , a n d n o t be ca u se
th e l e t te rs themse lve s give a n y such soun d ; so th e Je w

k n e w from i n st ru c t ion a n d con s ta n t pra c t i ce , a n d n o t

from th e powe r of th e l e t t e rs , h ow t h e con so n a n t s in th e
d iffe re n t wo rd s in da i ly u se we re to b e voca l i z e d . B u t a s

t h e fo ur l e t t e rs wh i ch compos e t h e wo rd fife /zova /z , a s w e

n ow ca l l i t , w e re n e ve r pro n ou n c e d in h is pre s e n ce , b u t
w e re ma d e to re pre s e n t a n o th e r wo rd , Ad on a i , wh i ch w a s

subs t i tu t e d fo r i t , a n d a s t h e comb i n a t ion of th e se four
con so n a n t s wou ld g ive n o mo re i n d ic a t io n for a n y so r t of
e n u n c i a t io n th a n th e comb i n a t io n s D r . o r 11/[r . give invo u r
l a n gu age , th e Je w , be i n g ign ora n t of wh a t voca l sou n ds
w e re to b e suppl i e d , w a s u n a bl e to pron ou n ce th e wo rd ,
so th a t it s t ru e pro n un c i a t io n wa s in t ime lo st to th e ma ss e s

Of th e p e opl e .

Th e re w a s o n e p e rso n , how e ve r , w h o , i t is sa i d , w a s in

poss e ss ion of th e prope r sou n d of th e l e t te rs a n d th e t ru e
pro n un c i a t ion of t h e wo rd . Th i s w a s th e h igh pri e s t ,
w h o ,

re ce iv i n g i t from h is pre d e c e s so r , pre se rve d th e

re co l le c t io n of th e sou n d by pro n ou n c i n g i t t hre e t ime s

on ce a y e a r , o n th e d ay of t h e a ton eme n t , wh e n h e e n

t e re d th e ho ly of ho l i e s of th e t a be rn a cle o r th e t e mpl e .

If th e t ra d i t io n s ofMa son ry o n t h i s subje c t a re co rre ct ,
th e k i n gs , aft e r th e e s ta bl i shme n t of th e mon a rchy , mu s t
h a ve pa r t i c ipa t e d in t h i s pr iv i le ge ; for So lomo n is s a i d to
h a v e be e n in posse ss ion of t h e wo rd , a n d to h a ve com
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mu n ica te d i t t o h is two co l le agu e s a t th e b u i ld in g of th e

t emple .

Th i s
'

i s th e word wh ich
, from t h e n umb e r of i t s l e t t e rs ,

w a s ca l le d th e t e t ragramma ton , or fou r- l e t t e re d n ame ,

a n d , from i t s sa cre d i n vio labi l i ty , th e i n e ffa bl e or un u t
t e rab le n ame .

Th e Caba l is ts a n d T a lmud i s t s h a ve e n v e lop e d i t in a

hos t ofmy s t i ca l sup e rs t i t ion s , mos t ofwh ich a re a s a bsurd
a s th e y a re i n cre d ibl e , b u t a ll of th em te n d i n g to show th e

gre a t ve n e ra t io n th a t h a s a lway s be e n pa i d to i t fif Thu s
t h e y say t ha t i t is po sse s se d ofu n l imi t e d pow e rs , a n d th a t
h e wh o pro n oun c e s i t sha ke s h e a ve n a n d e a r th , a n d in
sp i re s th e v e ry a n ge ls wi th t e rro r a n d a s to n i shme n t .

Th e Ra bb i n s ca l l e d i t sh e m h amp h ora sh ,
”
th a t is to

s ay ,
“ th e n ame th a t i s d e cl a ra tory ,

”
a n d th e y say th a t

D a v i d fou n d i t e n gra ve d o n a s to n e wh i l e diggi n g i n to
th e e a rth .

From th e sa cre dn e ss wi th wh ich th e n ame w a s ve n e r
a t e d , it w a s s e ldom

, if e ve r , wri t t e n i n fu l l , a n d , cou se
qu e n t ly , a gre a t ma ny symbo ls , or h i e roglyph ics , w e re
i n ve n t e d to e xpre ss it . O n e of th e s e w a s t h e l e t te r "i , or
Tod , e qu iva l e n t n e a rly to th e En gl i sh I , orJ , orY , wh ich
w a s th e i n i t i a l of th e wo rd , a n d i t w a s oft e n ln

scr ibe d w i th i n a n e qu i la t e ra l t r i a ngle , thu s
th e t ri a n gl e i tse lf be i n g a symbo l of D e i ty .

In t h e Ta lmu d ica l t re a t i se , M aja n H a c/zocnima , q u o t e d by

S t e p h e lin (Ra bb i n i ca l L i t e ra t u re , i . p . w e a re i n forme d t h a t

rig h t ly to u n d e rs t a n d t h e s h em h amp h ora sh i s a ke y to t h e u h

lo cki n g Of a ll my s t e r ie s . Th e re , ” s ay s t h e t re a t i s e , “
sh a l t t h o u

u n d e rs t a n d t h e word s ofme n , th e word s of ca t t le , t h e s i n g i n g of

b ird s , t h e l a n g u a g e ofbe a s t s , t h e b a rki n g ofd o g s , t h e l a n g u a g e of

d e v i l s , t h e l a n g u a g e ofmi n i s t e r i n g a n g e l s , t h e l a n g u a g e of d a t e

t re e s , t h e mo t io n of th e s e a , t h e u n i ty ofh e a rt s , a n d t h e mu rmu r
in g of t h e to n g u e

- n ay , e ve n t h e t h o u g h t s of t h e re in s .

”
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Th i s symbo l of th e n ame of God is p e cu l i a rly worthy
Of o u r a t t e n t io n , s i n ce n o t o n ly is th e t r i a n g l e to b e fou n d
in ma ny of th e a n c i e n t re l igio n s o ccupy i n g th e same pos i
t io n , b u t th e who l e symbo l i t s e lf is u n doubt e dly th e o r igi n
Of t h a t h i e roglyph i c e xh ib i t e d in th e s e con d de gre e of

Ma son ry , wh e re , th e e xpl a n a t io n of th e symbo l i sm be i n g
th e same , th e fo rm of it , a s fa r a s i t re spe c t s th e l e t t e r , h a s
o n ly be e n a n gl i c i z e d by mod e rn i n n ova to rs . In my ow n

op in io n ,
t h e l e t t e r G, wh ich is u se d in t h e Fe l low Craft’s

d e gre e , shou ld n e ve r h a ve b e e n p e rmi t t e d to i n t rude i n to
Ma so n ry ; i t pre s e n ts a n i n st a n ce of a bsurd a n a chro n i sm,

wh ich wou ld n e ve r h a ve o ccu rre d if th e o r igi n a l H e bre w
symbo l h a d be e n re t a i n e d .

-Bu t b e i n g th e re n ow ,
wi thou t

th e poss ib i l i ty of re mova l , w e h a ve o n ly to remembe r tha t
i t is in fa ct b u t th e symbo l of a symbo l .*

Wide ly spre a d , a s I h a ve a l re a dy sa i d , w a s th i s re ve r
e n ce for th e n ame OfGod ; a n d , co n se qu e n t ly , its symbo l
ism,

in some pe cu l i a r fo rm, is to b e foun d in a ll th e a n c i e n t
r i t e s .

Thu s th e In e ffable Name i t se lf, ofwh ich w e h a ve be e n
d i sco urs i n g , is sa i d to h a ve be e n pre se rve d in its t ru e p ro
n u n c ia t io n by th e E sse n e s , w ho , in th e i r se cre t r i t e s , com
mu n ica t e d i t to e a ch o t he r o n ly in a wh isp e r , a n d in

such fo rm, tha t wh i l e i ts compon e n t pa rt s we re kn own ,
th e y we re so se pa ra t e d a s to ma ke th e who l e wo rd a my s

t e ry .

Amon g th e Egyp t i a n s , who se con n e ct ion wi th th e H e

bre ws wa s mo re imme d ia t e t h a n th a t ofa n y o th e r: pe ople ,
a n d wh e re , co n se qu e n t ly , th e re wa s a gre a t e r s imi la r i ty
of ri t e s , th e same sa cre d n ame is sa i d to h a ve be e n u se d

Th e g amma , or Gre e k le t t e r G , is s a i d to h a ve b e e n s a cre d
amon g t h e Py t h a g ore a n s a s t h e in i t ia l ofF ew/wrote or Ge ome try .
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howe ve r , some wh a t d iffe re n t , b e i n g t e n po i n t s d is t r ibu t e d
in t h e fo rm ofa t r i a n gl e , e a ch s i de co n t a in i n g four poi n t s ,
a s in th e a n n e xe d figure .

Th e a pe x of t h e t r i a n gl e wa s co n s e qu e n t ly
a s in gl e po i n t th e n fo l lowe d be low two

o the rs , th e n t hre e ; a n d l a st ly , th e ba se co n

s i s t e d of fo ur . The s e po i n t s w e re
,
by t h e

n umbe r in e a ch ra n k , i n t e n de d , a cco rd i n g to th e Py

t h a g ore a n sy st em, to d e n o t e re sp e ct i ve ly th e mon a d , or

a c t i ve pri n c i p le of n a t ure th e d n a d , or pa ss i ve pri n c ipl e ;
th e t ri a d , or wo rld ema n a t i n g from th e i r u n io n ; a n d t h e

g n a t e rn i a d , or i n t e l le c tu a l sc ie n ce ; th e who l e n umbe r
of po i n t s amo un t i n g to t e n , th e symbo l of pe rfe c t io n a n d

co n summa t io n . Th i s figure w a s ca l le d by Py tha go ra s
t h e t e t ra cty s

— a wo rd e qu iva l e n t in s ign ifica t io n to th e

t e t rag ra n zn za t on a n d i t w a s d e e me d so s a cr e d t h a t o n it
th e o a th Of s e cre cy a n d fid e l i ty w a s a dmi n i s t e re d to t h e

a sp i ra n ts in th e Py th a go re a n r i te s .

*

Amo n g t h e Sca n d i n a v i a n s , a s amo n g th e Je wi sh
Ca ba l i s t s , th e S upre me God w h o w a s ma d e kn own in

th e i r my s t e r i e s h a d tw e lve n ame s , of wh ich th e pr i n c i

p a l a n d mo s t sa c re d o n e wa s Alfa d e r , th e Un ive rs a l
Fa the r .

a s t h e s e my s t e r i e s w e re o r ig in a l ly re ce i ve d by th e Ph oe n i c i a n s from
Eg y p t , h e p a s s e d o ve r i n to t h a t co u n try , wh e re h e rema i n e d
tw -e n tv two y e a rs , o cc u p y i n g h ims e lf in t h e s t u d y of g e ome t ry ,

a s t ro n omv , a n d a l l t h e in i t ia t io n s o ft h e g o d s (n o
’

zo a g t s l s rd g )
u n t i l h e w a s ca rri e d a ca p t i ve i n to Ba by lo n by t h e so ld ie rs of

C amby s e s , a n d t h a t twe l ve y e a rs a ft e rw a rd s h e re t u rn e d to S amo a

a t t h e a g e of s i x ty y e a rs .

— V i t . Py t /za g . c a p . i i i . , i v .

“ Th e s a cre d wo rd s we re i n tru s t e d t o h im, of wh i ch t h e I h

e ffa bl e Te t ra c ty s , o r n ame ofGod , wa s t h e ch i e f. OL IVER , H is t .

I n it . p . 109 .
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Amon g th e D ru i ds , th e s a cre d n ame of God w a s H n
*

—a n ame wh ich , a l though i t is suppo s e d
,
by Bry a n t , to

h a v e b e e n i n t e n d e d by th em for No a h
,
wi l l b e re cogn i z e d

a s o n e of th e mod ifica t ion s of th e H e bre w t e t ragramma to n .

I t i s , in fa ct , th e ma scu l i n e pro n o un in H e bre w ,
a n d may

b e con s id e re d a s th e symbo l i z a t ion of th e ma le o r ge n e r
a t i ve pri n c ipl e in n a ture — a sor t of mod ifica t io n of th e

sy s t em of Ph a l l i c wo rsh ip .

Th i s s a cre d n ame amo n g th e D ru ids remi n ds me of

wh a t is t h e la t e s t , a n d u n doub t e dly th e mo s t p h ilosop h i

ca l , Sp e cu la t io n o n th e t ru e me a n i n g , a s w e l l a s p ro n u n
c ia t io n , of t h e i n e ffabl e t e t ragramma to n . I t is from t h e

i n ge n iou s mi n d of th e c e l e bra t e d La n c i ; a n d I h a ve
a l re a dy , in a n o th e r wo rk , give n i t to th e publ i c a s I

re ce ive d i t from h is pup i l , a n d my fri e n d , Mr . Glid don ,
th e d i s t i n gu i sh e d a rchaeo logi s t . Bu t th e re su l t s a re too

cu riou s to b e omi t t e d wh e n e v e r t h e t e t ragramma ton is

d i scu sse d .

Else wh e re I h a ve v e ry fu l ly a l lude d to th e pre va i l i n g
s e n t ime n t amo n g t h e a n c i e n t s , th a t th e Su p reme D e i ty
w a s b i se xu a l , o r h e rmaphrod i t e , i n clud i n g 1 11 th e e ss e n ce
ofh is be i n g th e ma l e a n d fema l e pri n c ipl e s , th e ge n e ra t ive
a n d pro l ific powe rs of n a ture . Th i s w a s th e u n i ve rsa l
do ct r i n e i n a ll th e a n c i e n t re l igio n s , a n d w a s v e ry n a tura l ly
d e ve lope d in th e svmbo l of t h e p /z a lln s a n d ct e is amo n g
th e Gre e k s , a n d in th e co rre spo n d i n g o n e of th e l i ng a i n

“ H u , t h e mig h ty , wh o s e h is to rv a s a p a t ri a rch is p re cis e ly
t h a t of No a h , w a s p romo t e d to t h e ra n k of t h e p r i n ci p a l d emo n

g o d amo n g t h e Br i to n s ; a n d , a s h is ch a r io t wa s comp o s e d of ra y s
of t h e s u n , i t may b e p re s u me d t h a t h e w a s wo rsh ip p e d in co nju n c

t io n w i th t h a t l u mi n a ry , a n d t o t h e s ame s u pe rs t i t io n we ma y re fe r
w h a t is s a id of h is l ig h t a n d sw ift co u rs e .

” — DAV1 E S ,My t/zol . a n d
R i t e s of t il e B ri t . D ru id s , p . 1 10.
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a n d y on i amon g th e O r i e n ta l i s ts ; from wh ich symbo ls
th e ma so n i c p oi n t w i t/zi n a circle is a l e gi t ima t e de r iva
t io n . Th e y a ll t a ugh t th a t God , th e Cre a to r , w a s bo th
ma l e a n d fe ma le .

Now , th i s the o ry is u n doub t e dly u n obj e c t io n a bl e o n th e

score of o rthodoxy , if w e v i ew i t in th e sp i ri tu a l s e n se , in
wh ich i ts fi rs t propou n d e rs mu s t n e ce ssa r i ly h a ve i n t e n de d
i t to b e pre se n t e d to th e mi n d , a n d n o t in t h e gro ss ,
se n su a l me a n i n g in whi ch i t w a s subse qu e n t ly re ce i ve d .

For, t a k i n g th e wo rd s e x , n o t in i t s o rd i n a ry a n d co l lo
q u ia l s ign ifi ca t ion , a s d e n o t i n g th e i n d i ca t io n of a pa r t i e
u la r phy s i ca l o rga n i za t ion ,

b u t in th a t pure ly ph i losoph i ca l
o n e wh i ch a lo n e c a n b e u se d in such a con n e c t io n , a n d
which s imply s ign ifi e s th e me re ma n ife s ta t io n ofa pow e r ,
i t is n o t to b e de n i e d tha t th e Supreme B e i n g mu s t p o s
s e ss in h imse lf, a n d in h imse lf a lo n e , bo th a ge n e ra t i ve
a n d a pro l ific pow e r . Th i s i d e a , wh ich w a s so e x t e n
s ive ly pre va l e n t amon g a ll t h e n a t io n s of a n t i qu i ty ,"s h a s
a l so be e n t ra ce d in th e t e t ragramma ton , or n ame of

Je hova h , wi th s i n gula r i n ge n u i ty , by La n c i ; a n d , wh a t
is a lmos t e qu a l ly a s i n t e re s t i n g , h e h a s , by th i s d i scove ry ,
b e e n e n a bl e d to demo n st ra t e wh a t w a s , in a ll probab i l i ty
t h e t ru e pro n u n c i a t io n of th e wo rd .

I n giv i n g th e de t a i ls of th i s ph i lo logi ca l d i scove ry , I
wi l l e n d e a vo r to ma ke i t a s compre h e n s i bl e a s it ca n b e

ma de to tho se wh o a re n o t cri t i ca l ly a cqu a i n te d w i t h th e

A ll t h e ma le g o d s (of t h e a n c ie n t s) may b e re d u ce d to o n e ,

t h e g e n e ra t ive e n e rg y ; a n d a ll t h e fema l e to o n e , t h e p ro l ific
p ri n cip l e . In fa c t , t h e y may a ll b e i n cl u d e d in t h e o n e g re a t H e r

ma p h ro d it e , t h e dégi svodql vg , wh o comb i n e s in h is n a t u re a ll t h e

e leme n t s of p ro d u c t io n , a n d wh o co n t i n u e s to s u pport t h e v a s t
cre a t io n wh i ch or ig i n a l ly p roce e d e d from h is wi l l . — RUS SELL ’S
Con n e ct ion ,

i . p . 402 .
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c ia t io n , a n d th a t w e mu s t look for a n o th e r wh ich wi l l
g ive a me a n i n g to th e wo rd . Now , La n c i proce e d s to

th e d i scove ry Of th i s t ru e pro n u n c i a t io n , a s fo l lows
In th e Ca ba la , a h idd e n me a n i n g is Oft e n d e duc e d

from a wo rd by t ra n spo s i n g or re ve rs i n g it s l e t te rs , a n d
i t w a s in th i s w ay th a t th e Ca ba l i s t s co n c e a l e d ma n y of

th e i r my s t e r i e s .

Now , to re ve rs e a wo rd . in En gl i sh is to re a d it s l e t t e rs
from rig /i t t o l eft , b e ca u se o u r n o rma l mod e of re a d i n g
i s from left t o rig /ft . B u t in H e bre w th e con tra rv ru le
t a ke s pl a ce , for th e re t h e n o rma l mod e of re a d i n g is from
rig h t t o left ; a n d th e re fo re , to re ve rs e th e re a d i n g of a

wo rd , is to re a d i t from left t o rig /i t .

La n c i a ppl i e d th i s ca ba l i s t i c mod e to th e t e t ragram
ma to n , wh e n h e fou n d t h a t IH - OH , be i n g re a d re ve rs e ly ,
ma k e s t h e wo rd HO - H I .

*

Bu t in H e bre w , lzo is th e ma scu l in e pro n o u n
, e qu iva le n t

to th e E n gl i sh li e ; a n d ii i is th e femi n i n e pro n ou n , e qu iv
a le n t to s/ze ; a n d th e re fo re t h e wo rd HO -H I , l i t e ra l ly
t ra n sla t e d , is e qu iva l e n t to th e En gl i sh compou n d HE
SHE ; th a t is to s ay , t h e In e ffa bl e Name of God in

H e bre w , b e i n g re a d ca ba l i s t i ca l ly , i n cl ud e s wi th i n i t se lf
t he ma l e a n d fema l e pr i n c iple , th e ge n e ra t i ve a n d pro l ifi c
e n e rgy of cre a t io n a n d h e re w e h a ve , a ga i n , th e wid e ly
Spre a d symbo l i sm of th e ph a l l u s a n d th e c t e is , th e l i n gam
a n d th e yo n i , or th e i r e qu iva l e n t , t h e po i n t wi th in a c i rcl e ,
a n d a n o th e r pre gn a n t proof of th e co n n e c t ion be twe e n
Fre ema so n ry a n d th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s .

An d h e re , p e rh ap s , w e ma y b e gi n to fi n d some me a n

Th e i is to b e pro n o u n ce d a s e , a n d th e who l e word a s ifspe l le d
In E n g l i sh no- ne .
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in g for th e h i th e rto i n compre h e n s ibl e pa s sage in G e n e s i s

(i . “ So God cre a t e d ma n i n lz is own imag e ; z n

tne imag e God cre a t e d h e h im ; ma le a n d fema le

cre a t e d h e th em.

”
Th e y cou ld n o t h a ve b e e n “ in th e

ima ge ”
of IHOH , if th e y h a d n o t b e e n “ ma l e a n d fe

ma le .

”

Th e Ca ba l i s ts h a ve e xh a u s te d th e i r i n ge n u i ty a n d

Imag i n a t io n in sp e cu l a t ion s on th i s s a cre d n ame , a n d

some of th e i r fa n c ie s a re re a l ly suffi c i e n t ly i n t e re s t i n g to
re pay a n i n v e s t iga t io n . Suffi ci e n t , howe ve r , h a s be e n
h e re s a i d to a ccou n t for th e impo rt a n t po s i t ion th a t i t
o c cup i e s in t h e ma so n i c sy st em, a n d to e n able u s to

a ppre c i a t e th e symbo l s by wh ich i t h a s b e e n re pre se n t e d .

Th e gre a t re v e re n ce , or i n de e d th e sup e rs t i t iou s v e n e r
a t io n , e n t e rta i n e d by th e a n c i e n t s for th e n ame Of th e

Supreme B e in g , le d th e m to e xpre ss it ra th e r in symbo ls
or h i e roglyph ics tha n in a n y w o rd a t l e n g th .

We kn ow , for i n s ta n c e , from th e re ce n t re s e a rch e s of
'

th e a rch a zo log is ts , th a t in a ll th e docume n t s of th e a n c i e n t
Egyp t i a n s , wri t t e n in th e d emo t i c or commo n ch a ra c t e r
of th e coun t ry , th e n ame s of t h e gods we re i n va ri a bly
d e n o t e d by symbo ls ; a n d I h a ve a l re a dy a l lu de d to t h e

diffe re n t mode s by wh ich th e Jews e xpre s se d th e t e t ra
g ramma to n . A s imi la r pra c t i ce pre va i le d amo n g th e

o th e r n a t io n s of a n t iqu i ty . Fre ema so n ry h a s a dopt e d
t h e same e xpe d i e n t , a n d th e Gra n d Arch i t e c t of th e

Un ive rs e , whom i t is th e u sage , e ve n in o rd i n a ry wri t i n g ,
to d e s ign a t e by th e i n i t i a l s is a cco rd
in g ly pre s e n t e d to u s in a va r i e ty of symbo ls , thre e of

wh ich p a rt i cu la rly re qu i re a t t e n t ion . Th e s e a re th e l e t t e r
G, th e e qu i l a t e ra l t r i a n gl e , a n d th e All - Se e i n g Ey e .

Of th e l e t t e r G I h a ve a l re a dy Spok e n . A l e t t e r ofth e
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E n gl i sh a lph abe t c a n sca rce ly b e cons i de re d a n a ppro
p ria t e symbo l of a n i n s t i tu t io n wh i ch d a t e s i ts o rga n i za
t io n a n d re fe rs i t s pr imi t i ve h i s tory to a pe r iod lo n g
a n t e r io r to t h e o rigin of t h a t l a n gu age . Such a symbo l
is d e fi ci e n t in th e two e l eme n t s of a n t iqu i ty a n d u n ive r
s a lity wh ich Shou ld ch a ra c t e r i z e e ve ry ma so n i c symbo l .
Th e re c a n , th e re fore , b e n o doub t th a t , in i t s pre se n t fo rm,

i t is a co rrup t io n of th e o ld H e bre w symbo l , th e l e t t e r

y oa
’

, by wh ich th e s a cre d n ame w a s Oft e n e xpre sse d .

Th is l e t t e r is t h e i n i t i a l of th e wo rd 7 e /zova /z , or [no/z
,

a s I h a v e a l re a dy s t a t e d , a n d is con s t a n t ly to b e me t

wi th in H e bre w wri t i n gs a s th e symbo l or a bbre vi a tu re
of fi

f
e /zoo a n , whi ch wo rd , it w i l l b e rememb e re d , is n e ve r

w ri t t e n a t l e n gth . Bu t be ca u s e G is , in l i ke ma n n e r , t h e
i n i t i a l of God , th e e qu iva l e n t of 7 e /zova /z , th i s l e t t e r h a s
be e n i n co rre c t ly , a n d , I ca n n o t re fra i n from a ga i n s ay i n g ,
most i nj ud i c io us ly , se le c te d to supply , in mod e rn lodge s ,
th e pla c e of th e H e bre w symbo l .
H a v i n g , th e n , th e s ame me a n i n g a n d force a s th e H e

bre w y od , t h e l e t t e r G mu s t b e con s i de re d , l i ke i t s pro to
type , a s th e symbo l of th e l ife - giv i n g a n d l ife - su s ta i n i n g
powe r of God , a s ma n ife s te d i n th e me a n i n g of th e wo rd
Je hova h , or Ihoh , th e ge n e ra t ive a n d pro l ific e n e rgy of

th e Cre a to r .
Th e A ll - S e e i ng Ey e is a n o th e r , a n d a s t i l l mo re im
po rta n t , symbo l of th e same gre a t B e i n g . Both th e

H e bre ws a n d th e Egyp t i a n s a pp e a r to h a ve d e r ive d i t s
u s e from th a t n a t ura l i n cl i n a t ion of figura t i ve min ds to

se le ct a n o rga n a s th e symbo l of t h e fun c t ion wh ich i t is
i n t e n d e d p e cu l i a rly to d i scha rge . Thu s th e foo t w a s

Oft e n a dop t e d a s t h e symbo l of swift n e ss , th e a rm of

s t re n gth , a n d th e h a n d offide l i ty . O n th e s ame prin c ip le ,
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symbo l of God ma n ife s t e d in h is omn ipre se n ce —h is

gu a rd i a n a n d pre s e rv i n g ch a ra c t e r to wh ich So lomon

a l l u d e s in th e Book of Prov e rbs (xv . wh e n h e s ay s ,

Th e e y e s ofJe hova h a re in e v e ry pl a ce , be ho ld i n g (or
a s i t migh t b e mo re fa i thfu l ly t ra n s la t e d , w a tch i n g) th e
e v i l a n d t h e good .

”
I t is a symbo l of t h e O rn n ip re se n t

D e i ty .

Th e t r i a ng le is a n o th e r symbo l wh i ch is e n t i t l e d to o u r

co n s i d e ra t io n . Th e re is , in fa c t , n o o th e r symbo l wh i ch
is mo re va r iou s in i t s a ppl i ca t ion or mo re ge n e ra l ly d if
fu sed throughou t t h e who l e sy s t em of bo th th e Spur ious
a n d th e Pure Fre ema so n ry .

Th e e qu i la t e ra l t ri a n gl e a ppe a rs to h a ve be e n a dop t e d
by n e a rly a ll th e n a t io n s of a n t iqu i ty a s a symbo l of th e
De i ty .

Amo n g th e H e bre ws , it h a s a l re a dy be e n s ta te d tha t
th i s figu re , w i th a y od in th e c e n t re , w a s u se d to re pro
s e n t th e t e t ra gramma to n , or i n e ffabl e n ame of God .

Th e Egyp t i a n s co n s i d e re d t h e e qu i l a t e ra l t ri a n gl e a s

th e mo s t p e rfe c t of figure s , a n d a re pre se n t a t i v e of th e

gre a t pr i n c ipl e of a n ima t e d e x i s t e n ce , e a ch of i t s S i d e s
re fe rr i n g to o n e of th e thre e d e pa r tme n t s ofcre a t io n — th e

a n ima l , t h e ve ge ta bl e , a n d th e mi n e ra l .
Th e symbo l of u n i ve rs a l n a tu re amo n g t h e Egypt i a n s

w a s th e r igh t - a n gl e d t r i a n gl e , ofwh ich th e p e rpe n d i cu la r
s i de re pre se n t e d Os i r i s , or t h e ma l e pr i n c ipl e ; th e ba se ,
Is i s , or th e fema l e pr i n c ipl e ; a n d t h e hypo th e n u se , th e i r
ofl

’

sp ri u g , Ho ru s , or t h e wo rld e ma n a t i n g from t h e u n io n
of bo th pr i n c ip l e s .

All th i s , of co urs e , is n o th i n g mo re n or l e ss tha n th e

pha l l u s a n d c t e is , or l i n gam a n d yo n i , un d e r a d iffe re n t
form.
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Th e symbo l of th e r igh t - a n gl e d t ri a n gle w a s a ft e rwa rds
a dop t e d by Py thago ra s wh e n h e v i s i t e d th e ba n ks of th e

N i le ; a n d th e d iscove ry wh ich h e 1 8 s a id to h a ve ma de
in re la t ion to th e prope rt i e s of th i s figure , b u t wh ich h e
re a l ly l e a rn e d from th e Egyp t i a n pr i e s ts , is commemo

ra t e d in Ma son ry by th e i n t rodu c t ion of th e fo rty - s e ve n t h
probl em of Eucl id’s F i rs t Book amo n g th e symbo l s of

t h e th i rd d e gre e . H e re th e s ame my s t i ca l a ppl i ca t io n 1 8

suppl i e d a s in th e Egyp t i a n figure , n ame ly , th a t th e

u n io n of th e ma l e a n d fema l e , or a ct i ve a n d p a ss ive
pr i n c ipl e s Of n a ture , h a s produce d th e w o rld . For th e

ge ome t ri ca l propo s i t io n be in g t h a t th e squ a re s of th e

pe rpe n d i cu la r a n d ba se a re e qu a l to t h e squ a re of th e

hypo the n u se , th e y may b e sa i d to produce i t in th e s ame

w ay a s Os i r i s a n d Is i s a re e qu a l to , or produce , th e
wo rld .

Thu s th e pe rp e n d i cula r—Os i r i s , o r th e a ct i ve , ma le
pr in c iple b e i n g re pre se n t e d by a l i n e who se me a su re
me n t is 3 ; a n d th e ba s e — I s i s , or th e pa ss i ve , fema l e
pri n c ipl e by a l i n e who se me a sureme n t is 4 ; th e n th e i r
u n ion , or th e a dd i t ion of t h e squ a re s of th e s e n umbe rs ,
wi l l produce a squ a re whose roo t wi l l b e th e hypo th e n u se ,
or a l i n e who se me a sureme n t mu s t b e 5 . For t h e squ a re
of 3 is 9 , a n d th e squ a re of 4 is 1 6, a n d th e squ a re of 5

is 25 b u t 9 a dde d to 1 6 is e qu a l to 25 a n d thu s , o u t of
th e a dd i t io n or comi n g toge th e r , of th e squa re s of th e

pe rpe n d i cu la r a n d ba se , a r i se s th e squ a re of th e hyp o th e

n u se , ju s t a s , o u t Of t h e comi n g toge th e r , in th e Egypt ia n
syst em, of th e a ct ive a n d p a ss i ve pri n c iple s , a r i s e s , o r is
ge n e ra t e d , th e wo rld .

In th e me d iae va l h i s to ry of t h e Chri s t ia n chu rch , th e
I3
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gre a t ign o ra n ce of th e p e opl e , a n d t h e i r I n cl i n a t io n to a

sort of ma t e ri a l i sm, le d t h em to aba n don th e symbo l i c
re pre s e n ta t io n s of t h e D e i ty , a n d to d e pi ct t h e Fa th e r
wi th th e fo rm a n d l i n e ame n t s of a n age d ma n

,
ma n y of

wh ich i rre ve re n t p a i n t i n gs , a s farback a s th e
‘

tw e lfth
ce n tu ry , a re to b e fo und in t h e re l igiou s book s a n d e d ifice s
of Europe .

* Bu t , a ft e r th e p e r iod of th e re n a i s sa n ce , a
be t te r sp i r i t a n d a pu re r t a s t e b e g a n to p e rva d e t h e a rt i s ts
of th e chu rch , a n d th e n c e fo r th th e Supreme B e i n g w a s

re pre se n te d o n ly by h is n ame — th e t e t ra gramma ton

i nscr ibe d wi th i n a n e qu i la t e ra l t ri a n gl e , a n d pla c e d wi th in
a c i rcle of ray s . D idro n , i n h is i n va l
u ab le wo rk o n Chri s t i a n Ico n ogra phy ,

give s on e of t h e s e symbo l s , wh ich w a s

ca rve d on wood in th e s e ve n t e e n th
ce n tury , Of wh ich I a n n e x a copy
Bu t e ve n in th e e a rl i e s t a ge s , wh e n th e

D e i ty w a s pa in t e d or scu lp tu re d a s a p e rso n a ge
, t h e n im

b u s , Or glo ry , wh ich surrou n de d th e h e a d of th e Fa th e r
,

w a s oft e n ma d e to a ssume a t r i a n gula r fo rm. D id ro n say s

on th i s subje c t , “A n imbu s , of a t r i a n gu la r form, is thu s
se e n to b e th e e xclu s i ve a t t r ibu t e of th e D e i ty , a n d most

fre qu e n t ly re st r i c t e d to th e Fa th e r E t e rn a l . Th e Oth e r
pe rso n s of th e tr i n i ty some t ime s w e a r th e t r i a n gl e , b u t
o n ly in re pre s e n t a t io n s of

’

th e t r i n i ty , a n d be ca u s e th e

Fa th e r is wi th th em. S t i l l , e ve n th e n , be s i d e th e Fa the r,

I h a ve i n my p osse s s io n a ra re copy of t h e Vu lg a t e B i b le , 1 11
bla ck l e t t e r , pr i n t e d a t Lyo n s , i n 1 522 . Th e fron t i sp ie ce is a

coa rs e ly e xecu t e d wood c u t , d i v id e d i n to Six comp a rtme nt s , a n d

re pre s e n t in g t h e s ix d ay s of t h e cre a t io n . Th e Fa t h e r is , in e a ch
compa rtme n t , p ict u re d a s a n a g e d ‘

ma n e n g a g e d in h is cre a t i ve
t a sk .
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S upreme Arch i te ct a s wi th a se a of glo ry , a n d from h im,

a s a commo n c e n t re , ema n a t e s to th e u n iv e rs e ofh is cre a
t io n , a n d to wh ich th e proph e t Ez e k i e l a l l ud e s in h is e lo

qu e n t d e scr ip t io n ofJe hova h A n d I s aw a s th e co lo r
of ambe r , a s th e a ppe a ra n ce offi re ro un d a bou t wi th i n it ,
from th e a ppe a ra n c e of h is lo i n s e ve n upwa rd , a n d from
h is lo in s e v e n down wa rd , I saw , a s i t w e re , th e appe a r
a n ce offi re , a n d it h a d br igh t n e s s rou n d a bou t .” (Cha p .

1
,
ve r.

Da n t e h a s a l so b e a u t ifu l ly d e scr ibe d th i s c i rcumfu se d
l igh t Of De i ty :

Th e re is in h e a ve n a l ig h t wh o s e g ood ly s h in e
Make s t h e Cre a tor v is i b le t o a ll

Cre a t e d , t h a t i n se e i n g h im, a lo n e
H a ve p e a ce ; a n d in a c ircle s p re a d s so fa r,

Th a t t h e c irc u mfe re n ce we re too loo se a z o n e

To g ird le in t h e s u n .

”

O n a re ca p i tu l a t io n , t h e n ,
of th e v i e ws tha t ha ve be e n

a dva n ce d in re la t io n to th e s e t hre e symbo ls of th e D e i ty
wh ich a re to b e fo un d in th e ma son i c sy s t em, w e may s ay

t h a t e a ch o n e e xpre sse s a d iffe re n t a t t r ibu t e .

Th e le t t e r G is th e symbo l of th e s e lf- e x i s t e n t Je hova h .

Th e A ll - S e e i n g Ey e is th e symbo l of th e omn ipre s e n t
God .

Th e t ri a ng l e
* is th e symbo l of th e Supreme Arch i t e c t

Th e t r i a n g le , or d e l t a , i s t h e symbo l ofD e i ty fo r t h i s re a so n .

In g e ome t ry a s i n g le l i n e ca n n o t re p re s e n t a p e rfe ct fig u re ; n e i th e r
c a n two l i n e s ; t h re e l in e s , h owe ve r, co n s t i t u t e th e t r i a n g le or firs t
p e rfe ct a n d d emo n s t ra ble fig u re . He n c e t h i s fig u re symbo l i z e s
t h e E t e rn a l God , i n fi n i t e ly p e rfe ct i n h is n a t u re . B u t t h e t ri a n g l e
prop e rly re fe rs to Go d o n ly i n h is q u a l i ty a s a n E t e rn a l Be i n g ,
i t s t h re e s id e s re p re se n t i n g t h e Pa s t , t h e Pre s e n t , a n d t h e F u t u re .

Some Ch r is t i a n symbo lo g i s t s h a ve ma d e t h e t h re e s id e s re p re s e n t
t h e Fa t h e r, So n , a n d Ho ly G h o s t ; b u t t h e y e vid e n t ly t h e re by
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of th e Un iv e rs e th e Cre a to r ; a n d wh e n surroun d e d
by ra y s of glo ry , i t be come s a symbo l of th e Arch i t e ct
a n d Be s tow e r of L igh t .
A n d n ow , a fte r a ll, is t he re n o t in th is who l e pre va le n ce

ofth e n ame ofGod , in so ma n y d iffe re n t symbo ls , through
o u t th e ma son i c sy s t em, some th i n g mo re th a n a me re e vi

d e n c e of th e re l ig io u s procl iv i t i e s of th e i n s t i tu t ion ? Is

th e re n o t be h i n d th i s a mo re profoun d symbo l i sm, wh ich
con s t i tu t e s , in fa c t , t h e v e rv e sse n ce of Fre ema son ry ?
“ Th e n ame s of God ,

”
s a i d a l e a rn e d t h e o logi a n a t th e

be gi n n i n g of th is c e n tu ry , “ w e re i n t e n d e d t o commun i
ca t e th e kn owle dge of God h ims e lf. By th e s e , me n we re
e n abl e d to re ce ive some sca n ty i de a s of h is e ss e n t ia l
maje s ty , goodn e s s , a n d powe r , a n d to k n ow bo th whom
w e a re to be l i e ve , a n d wh a t w e a re to be l i e ve of h im.

”

A n d t h i s t ra i n of though t is e min e n t ly a ppl i ca bl e to th e
a dmi s s io n oft h e n ame i n to th e sy s t em ofMa so n ry . Wi th
u s , th e n ame of God , how e ve r e xpre s s e d , is a symbo l of
DIVINE TRUTH , wh ich it sho u ld b e th e i n ce ssa n t l a bo r of
a Ma so n to s e e k .

d e s t roy t h e d i v i n e u n i ty , makin g a tr i n i ty ofGod s i n t h e u n i ty of

a God h e a d . Th e G n o s t i c t r i n i ty of Ma n e s co n s i s t e d of o n e God

a n d two p ri n cip l e s , o n e ofg oo d a n d t h e o t h e r ofe vi l . Th e In d i a n
t ri n i ty , symbo l i z e d a l so by t h e t ri a n g l e , co n s i s t e d ofBra hma , S i va ,

a n d V i s h n u , t h e Cre a t o r , Pre s e rve r, a n d De s t roy e i , re p re s e n t e d
by Ea rt h , Wa t e r, a n d A ir. Th i s symbo l i sm of t h e Et e rn a l Go d

by th e t r i a n g le i s t h e re a so n why a t r i n i ta r i a n s ch eme h a s b e e n so

p re va l e n t in a l l re l ig io n s — t h e t h re e S id e s n a t u ra l ly s u g g e s t in g
t h e t h re e d iv is io n s oft h e Go d h e a d . Bu t i n t h e Pa g a n a n d Or ie n t a l
re l ig io n s t h i s t r i n i ty wa s n o t h in g e l s e b u t a t r i th e ism.
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HE compou n d ch a ra ct e r of a Sp e cu l a t ive sc i e n ce
a n d a n op e ra t i ve a rt , wh ich th e ma so n i c in s t it u
t ion a s sume d a t th e bu i ld i n g of Ki n g So lomon

’

s

t empl e
, in co n se qu e n ce of th e u n io n , a t th a t e ra , of th e

Pu re Fre ema son ry of th e No a ch id ze * wi th th e Spuriou s
Fre ema so n ry of th e Ty r i a n wo rkme n , h a s suppl i e d it

wi th two d i s t i n ct k i n d s of symbo l s — th e my t/z i ca l , or

leg e n d a ry , a n d th e ma t e r i a l ; b u t th e s e a re so tho rough ly

No a ch id ae , or No a ch i t e s , t h e d e sce n d a n t s of No a h . Th i s

p a tr i a rch h a v i n g a lo n e p re s e rve d t h e t ru e n ame a n d wo rs h ip of

Go d amid a ra ce of imp io u s i d o l a t e rs , t h e Fre ema so n s cl a im to

b e h is d e sce n d a n t s , b e ca u s e t h e y p re s e rve t h a t p u re re l ig io n wh i ch
d i s t i n g u i sh e d t h is s e co n d fa t h e r of t h e h u ma n ra ce from t h e

’ re s t
of t h e world . (S e e t h e a u t h or’s L e xi con of F re ema s on ry . ) Th e

Ty r i a n wo rkme n a t t h e t emp l e of So lomo n we re t h e d e sce n d a n t s
of t h a t o t h e r d i v i s io n of t h e ra ce wh o fe l l off, a t S h i n a r, from t h e

t ru e wors h ip , a n d re p u d i a t e d t h e p r i n cip l e s ofNo a h . Th e Ty r i a n s ,
h ow e ve r, l ike ma n y o th e r a n cie n t my s t i cs , h a d re cov e re d some

p o rt io n of t h e lo s t l ig h t , a n d t h e comp l e t e re p o s s e s s io n w a s

fi n a l ly a ch i e ve d by t h e ir u n io n w i th t h e Je w i sh ma so n s , wh o we re
No a ch id ae .
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Th e se l e ge n ds ofFre ema son ry con s t i tu t e a co n s i de ra bl e
a n d a ve ry impo r ta n t pa rt of i t s r i tu a l . Wi tho u t th em

,

t h e mo s t va l u a ble po r t io n s of t h e ma so n i c a s a sc i e n t ific
sy s t em wou ld c e a s e to e xi s t . I t is , in fa c t , in th e t ra d i
t io n s a n d l e ge n ds OfFre ema so n ry , mo re , e ve n , th a n in i ts
ma t e r i a l symbo ls , th a t w e a re to fi n d t h e de ep re l igio u s
i n s t ruc t io n wh i ch th e

'

in s t it u t io n is i n t e n d e d to i n cu l ca t e .

It mu s t b e rememb e re d th a t Fre e ma son ry h a s b e e n d e
fi n e d to b e a sy s t em ofmo ra l i ty, v e i le d in a l l e go ry a n d

i l lu s t ra t e d by symbo ls .

” Symbo l s , t h e n , a lo n e , d o n o t

co n s t i tu t e th e who l e of t h e sy s t em : a l l e go ry come s i n

for it s sh a re ; a n d th i s a l le go ry , wh i ch v e i ls th e d iv i n e
t ru th s of ma so n ry , is pre se n t e d to th e n e ophy t e in th e

v a rio u s le ge n d s wh i ch h a ve b e e n t ra d i t ion a l ly pre se rve d
in th e o rd e r .
Th e clo se con n e c t io n , a t le a s t in d e s ign a n d me thod of

e xe cu t ion ,
b e twe e n th e i n s t i t u t io n ofFre ema so n ry a n d th e

a n c i e n t My s t e r ies , wh ich w e re la rge ly imbu e d wi th th e

my th i ca l ch a ra c t e r of th e a n c i e n t re l igio n s , le d , u n doub t
e d ly , to th e i n t roduc t ion of th e same my th i ca l ch a ra c t e r
into th e ma son ic sy s t em.

So ge n e ra l , i n de e d , was th e d iffu s io n of th e my th or

l e ge n d amo n g th e ph i lo soph i ca l , h i s to r i ca l , a n d re l igiou s
sy s t ems of a n t i qu i ty , th a t H e y n e rema rks , o n th i s subj e c t ,
t h a t a ll th e h i s to ry a n d ph i lo sophy of t h e a n c i e n t s p ro
ce e d e d from my th s .

’Ie

Th e wo rd my in , from th e Gre e k p atios , a s t ory , rn It s

“ A my t h is omn rs p rrscoru m h omin u m t u m h i s to ri a t u m p h i

lo sop h i a p roce d i t .

” Ad Ap ol lod . Atne n . B ibl iotn . n ot . f. p . 3 .

An d Fa be r s ay s ,
“ A l le g ory a n d p e rs o n ifica t io n we re p e c u l i a rly

a g re e a b le t o t h e g e n i u s of a n t iqu i ty ; a n d t h e s imp l i c i ty of tru t h
w a s co n t i n u a l ly s a cr ifice d a t th e s h r i n e of p o e t i ca l d e co ra t io n .

”

O n t h e Ca b iri .
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o r igi n a l a cce p t a t io n , s ign ifi e d Simply a s t a t e me n t or n a rra
t ive ofa n e ve n t , wi tho u t a n y n e ce s sa ry impl i ca t io n of t ru th
or fa lse hood ; b u t , a s t h e wo rd is n ow u s e d , it co n ve y s th e
i de a ofa pe rso n a l n a rra t i ve ofremo t e d a te , wh ich , a l though
n o t n e c e ssa r i ly u n t ru e , is ce r t ifi e d o n ly by th e i n t e rn a l e v i
de n ce of t h e t ra d i t io n i t s e lffi ls

Cre u z e r, in h is Symbo l ik , say s th a t my th s a n d sym

bo l s we re d e r ive d , o n t h e o n e h a n d , from th e h e lple s s
co n d i t io n a n d th e po o r a n d sca n ty be gi n n in gs of re l ig iou s
kn owle dge amo n g th e a n c i e n t pe opl e s , a n d o n th e o the r ,
from t h e be n e vo l e n t d e s ign s of th e pri e s t s e duca te d in th e
Ea s t , or of Ea s t e rn o r igi n , to fo rm them to a pure r a n d
h igh e r kn owle dge .

Bu t th e obse rva t io n s of t ha t profoun dly ph i lo soph ica l
h istori a n , Mr . Gro te , give so co rre c t a v i e w of th e proba
b le o r igi n of th is u n i ve rsa l i ty of th e my th ica l e l eme n t in

a ll th e a n c ie n t re l ig io n s , a n d a re , wi tha l , so a ppropri a t e
to th e subj e ct of ma son i c le ge n ds wh ich I am n ow a bou t
to d i scu ss , tha t I ca n n o t ju s t ly re fra i n from a l ibe ra l quo t a
t io n of h is rema rks .

Th e a l l e go r i ca l i n t e rpre t a t ion of th e my th s , h e say s ,

h a s be e n ,
by se ve ra l l e a rn e d i n v e s t iga tors , e sp e c i a l ly by

Cre u z e r, con n e c t e d wi th th e hypothe s is of a n a n c i e n t a n d
h ighly - i n st ru ct e d body Ofpri e s t s , h a vi n g th e i r o r ig in e i th e r
in Egypt or th e Ea s t , a n d commun i ca t in g to th e rude
a n d ba rba ro u s Gre e ks re l igiou s , phy s i ca l , a n d h i sto r i ca l
kn owl e dge , u n de r th e ve i l of symbo ls . A t a t ime (w e

a re to ld) wh e n la n gu age w a s y e t in its i n fa n cy , v i s ib le

S e e Gro t e , H i s tory of G re e ce , vo l . i . ch . xv i . p . 479 , wh e n ce
t h is d e fi n i t io n h a s be e n s u bs t a n t i a l ly d e ri ve d . Th e d e fin i t io n s of
Gre n z e r, H e rma n n , Bu t tma n n , H e y n e , We l cke r, Vo s s , a n d Ma l le r
a re n on e of th em be t t e r, a n d some of t h em n o t a s g ood .
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symbo ls we re th e mo s t v iv i d me a n s of a c t i n g upon th e

mi n ds of i gn o ra n t h e a re rs . Th e n e x t s t e p w a s to p a ss to
symbo l i ca l l a n gu age a n d e xpre ss io n s ; for a pl a i n a n d l it

e ra l e xpo s i t ion ,
e ve n if u n d e rs too d a t a ll

, wou ld a t l e a st
h a ve b e e n l i s t e n e d to wi th i n d iffe re n ce , a s n o t co rre spo n d
in g w i th a n y me n ta l d ema n d . In such a l le gor i z i n g w ay ,

th e n , th e e a rly pri e s t s s e t fo rth th e i r do c t r i n e s re spe ct i n g
God , n a ture , a n d huma n i ty , a re fi n e d mo n o th e i sm a n d

t h e o logi ca l ph i lo sophy , a n d to th i s purpo s e th e e a rl i e s t
my th s we re turn e d . Bu t a n o th e r cl a ss of my th s, more
popu la r a n d mo re ca p t i va t i n g , gre w u p u n d e r t h e h a n ds
of th e po e ts — my th s pu re ly e p i ca l , a n d d e scrip t i ve of

re a l or suppo se d pa s t e v e n ts . Th e a l l e go r i ca l my th s ,
b e i n g t a ke n up by th e po e t s , i n se n s ib ly be came co n fo u n d
e d in th e same ca t e go ry wi t h th e pure ly n a rra t iv e my th s ;
t h e ma t t e r symbo l i z e d w a s n o lo n ge r tho ugh t of

,
wh i l e

t h e symbo l i zi n g wo rd s came to b e co n s t ru e d in th e i r own

l i t e ra l me a n i n g , a n d th e ba s i s of t h e e a rly a l le go ry , thu s
lo s t amo n g th e ge n e ra l publ i c , w a s o n ly pre se rv e d a s a

s e cre t amo n g v a r io u s re l ig iou s fra t e rn i t i e s , compo se d of

memb e rs a l l i e d toge th e r by i n i t i a t io n in ce rt a i n my s t i ca l
c e remo n i e s , a n d a dmi n i s t e re d by h e re d i t a ry fami l i e s of

pre s id i n g pr i e s t s .

In th e O rph i c a n d Ba cch i c s e c t s , in th e E l e u s i n i a n
a n d S amo thra c i a n My s t e r i e s,w a s thu s t re a sure d up t h e

s e cre t doct r in e of th e o ld th e o logi ca l a n d ph i lo sop h i ca l
my th s , wh ich h a d o n c e co n s t i tu t e d th e primi t ive l e ge n
d a ry s to ck ofGre e ce in th e h a n ds of th e o r igi n a l pri e s t
hood a n d in th e a ge s a n t e r io r to Home r . Pe rso n s w ho
h a d go n e thro ugh th e pre l imi n a ry c e remon i e s of i n i t i a t ion
w e re p e rmi t t e d a t l e n gth to h e a r , though u n d e r s tri c t Obl i
g a t io n of s e g re gy , th is a n c i e n t re l ig ion a n d co smogo n i c
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In t h i s lon g b u t in t e re s t i n g e xt ra ct w e fi n d n o t on ly
a ph i lo soph i ca l a cco u n t of th e o r ig i n a n d d e s ign of th e

a n c i e n t my th s , b u t a fa i r sy n op s i s of a ll t ha t c a n b e t a ugh t
in re la t ion to th e symbo l i ca l co n s t ru ct ion ofFre ema son ry
a s o n e of th e d e po s i t a r i e s of a my th ic a l th e o logy .

Th e my th s ofMa so n ry , a t fi rs t p e rh a ps n o th i n g mo re
t h a n th e s impl e t ra d i t io n s of th e Pure Fre ema so n ry of

th e a n t e d i l uv ia n sy s t em, h a v i n g b e e n co rrup t e d a n d mis

u n de rs tood ih th e s e pa ra t io n of th e ra ce s , we re a ga i n
purifie d , a n d a da p t e d to th e i n cu lca t ion of t ru th , a t fi rs t
by th e d i scipl e s of t h e Spur iou s Fre ema so n ry , a n d th e n ,

mo re fu lly a n d p e rfe c t ly , in th e de ve lopme n t of tha t sy s
t em wh i ch w e n ow pra c t i s e . An d if th e re b e a ny l e a ve n
of e rro r s t i l l rema i n i n g 1 11 th e i n t e rpre t a t io n ofo u rma son i c
my th s , w e mu s t s e e k to d i s e n gage th em from t h e co rrup
t io n s wi th wh i ch th e y h a ve be e n i n v e s t e d by ign o ra n c e
a n d by 111 is in t e rp re ta t io n . We mu s t give to th em t h e i r
t ru e s ign ifica n c e , a n d t ra ce t h em ba ck to thos e a n c i e n t
doc tr i n e s a n d fa i th wh e n ce th e i d e a s wh ich th e y a re

i n t e n d e d to e mbody w e re d e r ive d .

Th e my th s or l e ge n ds wh ich pre s e n t th emse lve s to o u r

a t t e n t io n in th e cou rse of a comple t e s t u dy of th e sym

b o l ic s y s t em of Fre ema son ry may b e co n s i de re d a s

d iv i de d i n to thre e cl a s se s :

a u t h o rs , ofg re a t n o t e for l e a rn i n g , h a ve b e e n of t h e s ame opi n io n ;
a n d i t is ce rt a i n th a t E u ro p e a n d Afri ca (wh i ch , i n re sp e c t to As i a ,
may b e ca l le d we s t e rn co u n t ri e s ) w e re w i ld a n d s a va g e lo n g a ft e r

a r t s a n d p o l i t e n e s s ofma n n e rs we re in g re a t p e rfe ct io n i n Ch i n a
a n d t h e In d i e s .

”
Th e Ta lmu d is t s ma ke t h e s ame a l l u s io n s to t h e

s u p e rio r i ty of th e e a s t . Th u s , R a bb i Be ch a i s ay s , “ Ad am w a s

cre a t e d w i th h is fa ce tow a rd s t h e e a s t t h a t h e mig h t be h o ld t h e

l ig h t a n d th e r i s i n g s u n , wh e n ce t h e e a s t wa s t o h im th e a n t e r ior
pa rt of t h e world .

”
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I . Th e h i s to r i ca l my th .

2 . Th e ph i lo soph i ca l my th .

3 . Th e my th i ca l h i s to ry .

A n d t he s e t h re e cla sse s ma y b e d e fi n e d a s fo l lows :
I . Th e my th may b e e n gage d in th e t ra n smi ss io n of a

n a rra t ive of e a rly d e e ds a n d e ve n t s , h a vi n g a fou n da t io n
in t ru th , wh ich t ru th , howe ve r , h a s be e n gre a t ly d i s to rt e d
a n d p e rve rt e d by th e omi ss ion or i n t roduc t ion of c i rcum
s t a n ce s a n d pe rson age s , a n d th e n it con s t i tu t e s th e lz is tor
i ca l my t/z

2 . O r it may h a ve be e n i n ve n te d a n d a dop t e d a s th e

me d i um of e n u n c ia t i n g a pa r t i cu la r though t , or of i n c u l

e a t in g a ce rt a i n doct r i n e , wh e n i t be come s a p /z i losop /z i ca l

3 . O r , la st ly , th e t ru thfu l e l eme n t s of a c tu a l h i s to ry
may gre a t ly pre domin a t e o v’e r th e fic t i t iou s a n d i n ve n t e d
ma t e r i a ls of th e my th , a n d th e . n a rra t i ve may b e , in th e

ma in , ma de up of fa c ts , wi th a s l igh t co lor i n g of imagi
n a t io n , wh e n it fo rms a my t/zi ca l lz is tory fi

'e

The se fo rm th e thre e d iv i s ion s of th e l e ge n d or my th
(for I am n o t d i spo se d , o n th e pre se n t o cca s io n , l ike some

of th e Ge rma n my tho logica l wri t e rs , to ma k e a d is t in c

t io n b e twe e n th e two wo rdsT) a n d to o n e of the se thre e

S t ra u s s make s a d iv is io n ofmy th s in to h is tor ica l , p h i lo sop h i
c a l , a n d p oe t i ca l .—L e be n 7 e s n . H is p o e t i ca l my th a g re e s w i t h
my firs t d i v i s io n , h is p h i lo sop h i ca l w i th my s e co n d , a n d h is

h i s tor i ca l w i th my th ird . Bu t I obj e c t t o t h e wo rd p oe t ica l , a s a

d is t i n ct i ve t e rm, b e ca u s e a ll my th s h a ve t h e ir fo u n d a t io n in t h e

po e t i c id e a .

1
' U lma n n , for i n s t a n ce , d i s t i n g u i sh e s be twe e n a my th a n d a

le g e n d — t h e fo rme r co n t a i n i n g , to a g re a t d e g re e , fict io n com

bl u e d w i th h i s tory , a n d t h e la t t e r h a v in g b u t a few fa i n t e ch o e s of
my th i ca l h i s tory .
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d iv i s io n s w e mu s t a ppropr i a t e e ve ry l e ge n d wh ich b e lon gs
to t h e my th i ca l symbo lismo f Fre ema so n ry .

Th e s e ma so n i c my th s pa r t a k e , in t h e i r ge n e ra l cha ra c
t e r, of th e n a tu re of t h e my th s wh i ch co n s t i tu t e d th e

fou n da t io n of t h e a n ci e n t re l ig io n s , a s th e y h a ve ju s t b e e n
d e scr ibe d in th e la n gu age of h l r. Gro t e . Of th e se la t t e r
my th s , Mu l l e r * s ay s th a t “ th e i r source 1 8 to b e fo u n d ,
for th e mo s t pa rt , i n o ra l t ra d i t ion,” a n d th a t th e re a l a n d
th e i de a l— t ha t is to s ay , th e fa c ts of h i s to ry a n d t h e

i n v e n t io n s of imagin a t io n — co n curre d , by th e i r u n ion
a n d re c ipro ca l fu s io n , in produc i n g th e my th .

Tho se a re th e v e ry pr in c ipl e s th a t gove rn th e co n stru c

t ion of th e ma so n i c my th s or l e ge n ds . Th e se , too , ow e

t h e i r e x i s t e n ce e n t i re ly to o ra l t ra d i t io n
, a n d a re ma de up

,

a s I h ave j u s t obs e rve d , of a d u e a dmix ture of th e re a l
a n d th e i d e a l th e t ru e a n d

’

th e fa ls e — t h e fa c ts of h is

tory a n d th e i n ve n t io n s of a l l e go ry .

Dr. O l ive r rema rk s th a t “ th e firs t s e r i e s Of h i s to r i ca l
fa ct s afte r t h e fa l l of ma n , mu s t n e ce ssa r i ly h a ve be e n
t ra d i t io n a l , a n d tra n smi t t e d from fa th e r to son by o ra l
commu n i ca t ion . T Th e same sy s t em,

a dop t e d i n a ll th e

My s t e r i e s , h a s b e e n co n t in u e d in th e ma so n i c i n s t i tu t io n
a n d a ll t h e e so t e ri c i n s t ru c t io n s co n ta i n e d in t h e l e ge n ds
of Fre ema so n ry a re fo rb idde n to b e wri t t e n , a n d c a n b e

commun i ca t e d o n ly in th e o ra l i n t e rcours e of Fre ema so n s

wi th e a ch o th e r. i

In h is Pro le g ome n a z u e in e r wi s s e n sh a ft lich e n My t h o log i e ,
c a p . i v . Th i s v a l u a b le work w a s t ra n s l a t e d in 1 844, by Mr . Jo h n
L e i t ch .

TH i s to ri ca l L a n dma rks , i . 53 .

I S e e a n a rt i c le , by t h e a u th o r, o n Th e Unwri t t e n La n dma rk '

s

of Fre ema so n ry , ” in t h e firs t vo l u me of t h e M a so n i c M isce l la n y ,
i n wh i ch t h i s s u bje c t is t re a t e d a t co n s id e ra b l e l e n g th .
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pure ly i n v e n t i ve , to s e rve a s a me d i um for i n cul ca t i ng
some re l ig io us t ru th ; i n o th e rs , n o th i n g mo re t ha n a n

i de a to wh ich th e l e ge n d or my th is i n d e bt e d for i ts e x i s t
e n ce , a n d ofwh ich i t is , a s a symbo l , th e e xpon e n t ; a n d

in o th e rs , aga i n , a gre a t de a l of t ru thfu l n a rra t ive , mo re
o r le ss i n t e rmi xe d w i th fi ct io n , b u t th e h isto r i ca l a lway s
pre domi n a t i n g.

Thus th e re is a l e ge n d , con t a i n e d in some of o u r o ld

re co rd s , wh i ch s t a t e s t h a t Eucl i d w a s a d i s t in gu i sh e d
M a son ,

a n d tha t h e i n t roduce d Ma so n ry amo n g th e

Egyp t ia n s .

* Now , it is n o t a t a ll n e ce ss a ry to th e

AS a ma t te r o fs ome i n t e re s t to th e cu riou s re a d e r, I i n s e rt th e
le g e n d a s p u bl i sh e d in t h e G e n t l ema n

’

s Ma g a z i n e of J u n e , 1 8 1 5 ,
from, i t is s a id , a p a rchme n t ro l l s u p p o se d to h a ve be e n wr i t t e n
e a rly i n t h e s e ve n t e e n th ce n t u ry , a n d wh i ch , ifso , w a s i n a ll p rob
a b i l i ty co p i e d from o n e ofa n o ld e r d a t e :

Mo re o ve r, wh e n Abra h am a n d S a ra h is w ife we n t i n to Eg ip t ,
t h e re h e t a u g h t t h e S e n ve n Scy e n ce s to t h e Eg ip t ia n s ; a n d h e h a d

a wo rt hy Sco lle r t h a t h e ig h t Ewc ly d e , a n d h e le a rn e d r ig h t w e l l ,
a n d wa s a ma s t e r of a ll t h e vij Sc ie n ce s l ib e ra ll . An d in h is d ay e s

i t be fe l l t h a t t h e lo rd a n d t h e e s t a t e s o f t h e re a lme h a d s o e ma n y

s o n n s t h a t t h ey h a d g o t t e n some by t h e ir w ife s a n d s ome by o t h e r
[a dy e s o f t h e re a lme ; fo r t h a t l a n d is a h o t t l a n d a n d a p le n t io u s

ofg e n e ra c io n . A n d t h e y h a d n o t comp e t e n t l ive h od e to fi n d w i t h
t h e ir ch i ld re n ; wh e re fo r t h e y ma d e mu ch ca re . An d t h e n t h e

K i n g of t h e l a n d ma d e a g re a t co u n se l l a n d a p a rl i ame n t , to w i t t ,
h ow t h e y mig h t fi n d t h e ir ch i ld re n h o n e s t ly a s g e n t l eme n . An d

t h e y co u ld fi n d n o ma n n e r of g ood wa y . A n d t h e n t h e y d id cry e
t h ro u g h a ll th e re a lme , if t h e re w e re a n y ma n t h a t co u ld e n forme

t h em, t h a t h e s h o u ld come to t h em, a n d h e s h o u ld b e soe re

w a rd e d fo r h is t ra va i l , t h a t h e sh o u ld h o ld h im p l e a s e d .

Aft e r t h a t t h is cry w a s ma d e , t h e n came t h i s wort hy cl a rke
Ewcly d e , a n d s a id to t h e K i n g a n d to a ll h is g re a t lord s : If y e e

w i l l , t a ke me y o u r ch i ld re n to g o ve rn e , a n d to t e a ch t h em o n e of

t h e S e n ve n S cy e n ce s , wh e re w i th t h e y may l i ve h o n e s t lv a s g e n t le
me n sh o u ld , u n d e r a co n d i c io n t h a t y e e w i l l g ra n t me e a n d t h em

a commi ss io n t h a t I may h a ve powe r to ru l e t h em a fte r t h e ma n
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o rthodoxy of a Ma so n
'

s cre e d th a t h e shou ld l i t e ra l ly
be l i e v e tha t Eucl id , t h e gre a t ge ome t r i c i a n , w a s re a l ly a

Fre ema son , a n d th a t t h e a n c i e n t Egyp t i a n s we re i n d e bt e d
to h im for th e e s tabl i shme n t Of th e i n s t i tu t ion amo n g
t h em. In d e e d , t h e pa lpa bl e a n a chron i sm in th e l e ge n d
wh ich ma ke s Eucl id t h e co n t empo ra ry of Abra h am
n e ce ssa r i ly proh ib i t s a n y such be l i e f, a n d Shows t ha t th e
who le s to ry is a Sh e e r i n ve n t io n . Th e i n t e l l ige n t Ma son ,

how e ve r , wi l l n o t who l ly re j e c t th e l e ge n d , a s r i d i cu lou s
or a bsurd ; b u t , wi th a d u e s e n se of th e n a ture a n d d e s ign
of o u r sy s t e m ofsymbo l i sm, wi ll ra th e r a cce pt it a s wh a t ,
i n th e c l a ss ifica t io n la i d down o u

'

a pre ce d in g page , would
b e ca l le d a ph i lo soph i ca l my th - a n i n ge n iou s me thod
of con ve y i ng , symbo l i ca l ly , a ma so n i c t ru th .

Eucl i d is h e re ve ry a ppropri a t e ly u se d a s a type of

ge ome t ry , th a t sc i e n ce of wh ich h e wa s so emi n e n t a

t e a ch e r , a n d th e my th o r l e ge n d th e n s ymbo l i z e s th e fa c t
th a t th e re w a s in Egypt a clo se con n e ct ion b e tw e e n th a t
sc i e n c e a n d th e gre a t mo ra l a n d re l ig iou s sys t em, wh i ch
w a s amon g th e Egyp t i a n s , a s we l l a s o th e r a n ci e n t n a

t ion s , wh a t Fre ema so n ry is in th e pre s e n t d ay a s e cre t
i n s t i tu t io n , e s t abl i sh e d for th e i n cu lca t io n of th e same

pri n c ipl e s , a n d i n cu lca t in g th em in th e same symbo l i c
ma n n e r . SO i n te rpre t e d , th is l e ge n d co rre spon ds to a ll

t h e d e v e lopme n t s of Egypt i a n h i sto ry , wh ich t e a ch u s

h ow clo se a co n n e ct ion e xi s t e d i n th a t cou n t ry b e twe e n

n e r t h a t th e scie n ce o u g h t to b e ru l e d .

’

An d t h a t t h e K in g e a n d

a ll h is co u n s e l l g ra n t e d to h im a n o n e , a n d s e a l e d th e ir commi s
s io n . A n d t h e n t h i s wort h y tooke t o h im t h e s e lord s ’ so n n s , a n d
t a u g h t t h em t h e scy e n ce o f Ge ome t ric i n p ra ct ice , for t o work in
s to n e s a ll ma n n e r of wo rt hy wo rke t h a t b e lo n g e th to b u i ld in g e

ch u rch e s , t emp le s , ca s t e l l s , towre s , a n d ma n n o rs , a n d a ll o th e r
ma n n e r of b u i ld i n g s .

”

1 4
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th e re l ig i ou s a n d sc i e n t ifi c
,

sy s t ems .

’

Thu s Ke n rick t e l ls
u s , th a t “ wh e n w e re a d Of fo re ign e rs [in Egyp t] b e i n g
obl ige d to submi t to pa i n fu l a n d t e d iou s c e remo n i e s of

i n i t i a t io n , i t w a s n o t t h a t th e y migh t l e a rn th e se cre t
me a n in g of th e r i t e s of

,
O s iris or Is i s , b u t th a t t h e y migh t

pa rta k e of th e kn owl e dge of a s t ron omy , p hy s io, g e ome

try , a n d th e o logy .

”

An o th e r i llu s tra t io n ‘

w ill b e fou n d in th e my th or l e ge n d
of th e Wi n d i ng S t a irs ; by wh ich th e Fe l low Craft s a re

s a i d to h a ve a sc e n d e d
,
to th e mi ddle ch amb e r

'

to re ce ive
the i r wage s . Now , th is

'

my th , t a ke n in its l i t e ra l s e n se ,
is , in a ll i ts pa rt s , oppose d to h i s to ry a n d probab i l i ty .

AS a my th , it fi n ds i t s o r igi n in t h e fa ct tha t t h e re wa s a

pla ce in th e t e mple ca l l e d th e “ Middle Ch ambe r ,” a n d

th a t th e re w e re “ wi n d i n g s ta i rs ’
by wh ich it w a s

r e a ch e d ; for w e re a d , in th e F i rs t Boo k of Ki n gs , tha t
“ th e y w e n t up wi th w i n d i n g s t a i rs i n to t h e mi dd le ch am
b e r.

”

T Bu t we h a v e n o h i s to r i ca l e v id e n ce th a t th e s t a i rs
w e re of th e co n s t ruc t io n , or tha t th e ch ambe r wa s u se d
for t h e pu rpose , i n d ica t e d in th e my th i ca l n a rra t ive , a s i t
is s e t fo rth in th e r i tu a l o f th e se co n d de gre e . Th e who l e
l e ge n d is , in fa c t , a n h i sto r i ca l my th , in wh ich th e my s t i c
n umb e r of t h e s t e ps , th e pro ce s s of pa ss i n g to th e ch am
b e r, a n d t h e wa ge s th e re re ce i ve d , a re i n ve n t io n s a dd e d
to or i n graft e d o n th e fun d ame n ta l h i s to ry co n t a i n e d in
t h e s i x th ch a p t e r Of Ki n gs , to i n cu lca t e impo rt a n t sym

b o lic i n s t ruct io n re l a t i ve to t h e pr i n c i pl e s of t h e o rd e r .
Th e s e l e sso n s migh t , i t is t ru e , h a ve b e e n i n cu l ca t e d in
a d ry , d i da ct i c fo rm ; b u t th e a l le go r i ca l a n d my th i ca l
me thod a dop t e d t e n ds to mak e a s t ron ge r a n d de e p e r

A n cie n t Eg yp t u n d e r th e Ph a ra o h s , vo l . i . p . 393 .

T 1 Kin g s v i . 8.
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t i ve Ma son ry , a n d wh e n th e sp ir i t of th e i n s t i t u t io n ,

brood i n g ove r th e va s t d e e p of h is me n t a l ch a o s , Sh a l l ,
from i n t e l l e c tu a l da rkn e ss , bri n g fo rth i n t e l l e c tu a l l igh t . *
In th e l e ge n d s of th e Ma s t e r’s d e gre e a n d of th e

Roy a l Arch t h e re is a commi n gl i n g of th e h i sto r i ca l
my th a n d th e my th i ca l h i s to ry , so th a t profou n d judg
me n t is oft e n re qu i re d to d i scrimi n a t e th e se d iffe r i ng e le

me n ts . AS , for e xampl e , th e l e ge n d of th e th i rd d e gre e
is , in some of i t s d e t a i ls , u n doubt e dly my th ic a l— i h

o th e rs , ju s t a s u n do ub t e d ly h i stor i ca l . Th e d ifli c u lty ,

howe ve r , of s e pa ra t in g th e o n e from th e o th e r , a n d of

d i s t i n gu i sh i n g th e fa c t from th e fic t io n , h a s n e c e s sa r i ly
produce d a d ifl

’

e re n c e of opi n io n o n t h e subje c t amo n g
ma so n i c wr i t e rs . Hu tch i n son , a n d , aft e r h im, O l iv e r ,
th i n k th e who le l e ge n d a n a l l e go ry or ph i lo soph ica l
my t h . I am i n cl i n e d , wi th An d e rso n a n d th e e a rl i e r
wri t e rs , to suppo s e i t a my th i ca l h i s to ry . In th e Roy a l
Arch d e gre e , th e l e ge n d of t h e re bu i ld i n g of t h e t e mple
is c le a rlv h i s to r i ca l ; b u t th e re a re so ma n y a ccompa n y i n g
c i rcums t a n c e s , wh i ch a re u n c e rt ifi e d , e xce p t by o ra l tra
d i t ion , a s to give to th e e n t i re n a rra t i ve th e a ppe a ra n c e
of a my th i ca l h i s to ry . Th e pa r t i cu l a r l e ge n d of t h e t/zre e

w e a ry s ojou rn e rs is u n doub t e dly a mv th , a n d pe rh a ps
me re ly a ph i lo soph ica l o n e , or th e e n u n c i a t io n of a n i de a

n ame ly , th e rew a rd of succe ssfu l pe rse ve ra n ce , through
a ll d a n ge rs , in th e s e a rch for d iv i n e t ru th .

To fo rm symbo ls a n d to i n t e rpre t svmbo ls , say s th e

l e a rn e d Cre u z e r, “ we re th e ma i n occup a t io n of th e a n

c i e n t pri e s thood . Upo n th e s tud iou s Ma son t h e s ame

t a sk of i n t e rpre ta t ion d e vo lve s . H e w ho d e s i re s prope rly

An a l l u s io n to t h i s symbo lism is re t a i n e d i n o n e of t h e we l l
kn own mo t to e s of t h e o rd e r L n x e t e n eoris .

”
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to a ppre c i a t e th e profo u n d w isdom of th e i n st i tu t ion of

wh ich h e is th e d i sc ipl e , mu s t n o t b e co n t e n t , w i th un in

qu i r in g cre dul i ty , to a cce pt a ll th e t ra d i t io n s th a t a re

impa rt e d to h im a s v e ri ta bl e h i s to r i e s ; n or y e t , wi th
u n ph i lo soph i c i n cre dul i ty , to re je ct t h em in a ma ss , as
fabu lou s i n v e n t ion s In th e s e e x t reme s th e re is e qu a l
e rro r Th e my th , s ay s H e rma n n

,

“ is th e re p rese n t a
t ion of a n i d e a .

’
I t is for

'

th a t i de a th a t th e s tud e n t mu s t
s e a rch in th e my th s ofMa so n ry . B e n e a th e v e ry o n e of

th em th e re is some th i n g r ich e r a n d mo re sp i r i tu a l th a n
th e me re n a rra t i ve * Th i s sp ir i tu a l e s s e nce h e mu s t
l e a rn to e x t ra c t from t h e o re i n wh i ch , l ike a pre c iou s
me t a l , i t l i e s imbe dde d . I t is th i s tha t co n s t i tu t e s th e

t ru e v a l u e of Fre ema so n ry . Wi thou t it s symbo ls , a n d

it s my th s or l e ge n ds , a n d th e i de a s a n d co n ce pt io n s
w h i ch lie a t th e bo t tom of th em, th e t ime , th e la bo r , a n d
th e e xpe n se i n curre d in p e rp e tu a t i n g th e in s t i tu t io n ,

wou ld b e t hrown away W i thou t th em, it wou ld b e
a va in a n d emp ty Show . I t s grips a n d s ign s a re wo r th
n o th i n g , e xce p t for soc i a l pu rpo se s , a s me re me a n s of

re cogn i t io n . SO , too wou ld b e i ts wo rds , we re it n o t th a t
th e y a re , for th e mo s t pa rt , symbo l i c . It s soc i a l h a bi t s
a n d i t s ch a r i t i e s a re b u t i n c i de n t a l po i n t s in it s con s t it u

An a lle g ory is th a t in wh i ch , u n d e r bo rrowe d ch a ra ct e rs a n d
a l l u s io n s , is s h a d owe d some re a l a ct io n o rmo ra l i n s t ru c t io n ; o r, t o
ke e p mo re s tri c t ly to i t s d e ri va t io n ( titl i n g , a l in s , a n d d yog e rfiu ) , d ico) ,
i t i s t h a t i n wh i ch o n e t h i n g is re l a t e d a n d a n o t h e r t h i n g is u n d e r
s tood . H e n ce i t is a p p a re n t t h a t a n a l l e g o ry mu s t h a ve two

s e n se s t h e l i t e ra l a n d my s t i ca l ; a n d fo r t h a t re a so n i t mu s t co n

v e y i t s i n s t ru c t io n u n d e r borrowe d ch a ra c te rs a n d a l l u s io n s
t h ro u g h o u t .

”
T/z e An t iqu i ty , E v i d e n ce , a n d Ce rt a i n ty of C/zris

t i a n i ty ca n v a ss e d , or D r . M id d le t on ’

s E xa mi n a t i on of t /z e B is/t op
of L on d on

’

s D iscou rs e s on Prop /z e cy . By An s e lm B ay ly , LL .

M in or Ca n on of S t . Pa u l
’

s . Lo n d . 1 75 1 .
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t io n of th emse l ve s good , i t is t ru e , b u t t ca p ab le ofb e in g
a t ta i n e d in a s imple r w ay . It s t ru e va l u e , a s a sci e n c e ,
con s i s ts in it s symbo l ism— i h t h e gre a t l e sso n s of d iv i n e
t ru t h wh ich i t t e a ch e s , a n d in th e a dmi ra bl e ma n n e r in
wh ich i t a ccompl i sh e s th a t t e a ch i n g . Eve ry o n e , th e re
fo re , wh o d e s i re s to b e a sk i lfu l Mason , mu s t n o t suppo se
th a t th e t a sk is a ccompl i sh e d by a p e rfe c t kn owl e dge of

th e me re phra se o logy of t h e
'

rit u a l , by a re a d i n e ss in
Op e n i n g a n d clo s i n g a lodge , n or by a n off- h a n d ca pa c i ty
to co nfe r d e gre e s . Al l th e se a re good ' i n th e i r pla ce s , b u t
wi thou t th e i n t e rn a l me a n i n g th e y are b u t me re ch i ld ’s
play . H e mu s t s tudy t h e my th s , th e"t ra d i t ion s , a n d th e

symbo ls of th e o rd e r , a n d l e a rn th e i r t ru e in t e rpre ta t ion ;
for t hi s a lon e co n s t i tu t e s th e sc i e n ce a n d th e ph i lo sophy
th e e n d , a im, a n d de s ign of Spe cu la t i ve Ma son ry .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 1 6 THE LEGEND OF

ca n re ga rd th i s who le t ra d i t ion ; for th e h i sto r i ca l fa ct s
a n d th e a rch i t e c tura l d e ta i l s a l i k e fo rb i d u s for a mome n t

to suppo s e t ha t t h e l e ge n d , a s i t is re h e a rs e d in th e s e con d
d e gre e ofMa so n ry , is a n y th i n g mo re t ha n a ma gn ifice n t
ph i losoph ic a l my th .

Le t u s i n qu i re i n to th e t ru e d e s ign of th i s l e ge n d , a n d
l e a rn th e l e sso n of symbo l i sm wh ich i t is i n t e n d e d to

t e a ch .

In th e i n ve s t iga t io n of th e t ru e me a n i n g of e v e ry ma

so n i c symbo l a n d a l le go ry , w e mu s t b e gove rn e d by th e
s i n gl e pri n c ipl e th a t th e who l e d e s i gn of Fre ema so n ry a s

a spe cu la t i ve sc i e n ce is th e i n ve s t iga t io n of d iv i n e t ru th .

To th i s gre a t obj e c t e ve ry t h i n g is subs i d i a ry . Th e Ma son

is , from th e mome n t of h is i n i t i a t io n a s a n En t e re d Ap
pre n t i ce , to t h e t ime a t wh ich h e re c e i ve s th e fu l l fru i t ion
ofma so n i c l igh t , a n i n ve s t iga to r a l a bo re r in th e qu a rry
a n d th e t empl e — who s e re w a rd is to b e Tru th . Al l th e
ce remo n i e s a n d t ra d i t io n s of th e o rd e r t e n d to t h i s u l t i
ma t e d e s ign . IS t h e re l igh t to b e a ske d for? It is th e

i n t e l l e c tu a l l igh t of wi sdom a n d t ru th . Is th e re a wo rd
to b e sough t ? Th a t wo rd is th e symbo l of t ru th . IS

th e re a lo s s of some th i n g th a t h a d be e n promi se d ? Th a t
lo s s is typ i ca l of th e fa i l u re ofma n , in t h e i n fi rmi ty ofh is

n a tu re , to d i scov e r d iv i n e t ru th . IS th e re a subs t i tu t e to

b e a ppo i n t e d for th a t lo s s ? I t is a n a l l e go ry w h i ch
t e a ch e s u s th a t in th i s wo rld ma n ca n o n ly a pproxima t e

to th e fu l l co n ce p t io n of t ru th .

H e n ce t h e re is in Sp e cu la t i ve Ma son ry a lway s a prog
re ss , symbo l i z e d by it s p e cu l i a r ce re mo n i e s of i n i t i a t io n .

Th e re is a n a dva n ceme n t from a low e r to a h igh e r s t a t e

—from da rkn e ss to l igh t — from de a th to l ife — from
e rro r to t ru th . Th e ca n d id a t e is a lwa y s a sce n d in g ; h e
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is n e ve r s t a t io n a ry ; h e n e ve r goe s ba ck , b u t e a ch s t e p h e
t a ke s br i n gs h im to some n e w me n ta l i l l umi n a t io n — to

th e kn owl e dge of some mo re e l e va t e d doc tri n e . Th e

t e a ch in g of th e D iv in e Ma s t e r is , in re spe ct to th i s con
t in u a l progre ss , th e t e a ch in g of Ma so n ry— “ NO ma n

h a v i n g p u t h is h a n d to th e plough , a n d looki n g ba ck , is
fi t for th e k i n gdom of h e a v e n .

’ An d Simi la r to th i s is
th e pre c e p t of Py th ago ra s : “Wh e n t ra ve l l i n g , turn n o t

ba ck , for ifyo u d o th e Fur i e s wi l l a ccompa n y yo u .

”

Now , th i s pri n c ipl e of ma so n i c symbo l i sm is a ppa re n t
in ma ny pla ce s in e a ch of th e d e gre e s . In th a t of th e

En t e re d Appre n t i ce w e fi n d i t de ve lope d in th e th e o
logica l la dd e r , wh ich , re s t i n g o n e a r th , l e a n s i t s tOp upon
h e a ve n , thu s in cu lc a t i n g th e i d e a of a n a sce n t from a

lowe r to a h igh e r sph e re , a s th e obj e ct of ma so n i c la bo r .
In th e Ma s t e r’s d e gre e w e fi n d it e xh ib i t e d in i t s mo s t

re l igiou s fo rm,
in th e re s tora t io n from d e a th to l ife — in

t h e ch a n ge from th e obscu ri ty of th e gra ve to th e ho ly
of ho l i e s of t h e D i v in e Pre se n ce . In a ll th e de gre e s w e

fi n d it pre s e n t e d in th e ce remo n y of ci rc umambu la t io n ,
in which th e re IS a gra du a l i n qu i s i t io n , a n d a pa ssage from
a n i n fe r io r to a sup e r io r offi ce r . An d l a st ly , th e same

symbo l i c ide a is co n ve y e d i n th e Fe l low Cra ft ’s de gre e
i n th e l e ge n d of th e Wi n d i n g S ta i rs .

In a n i n ve s t iga t ion of th e symbo l i sm of th e Wi n d i n g
S t a i rs we sh a l l b e d i re c t e d to th e t ru e e xpl a n a t ion by a

re fe re n ce to th e i r o r igi n , th e i r n umbe r , th e obje c t s wh i ch
th e y re ca l l , a n d th e i r t e rmi n a t ion , b u t a bove a ll by a co n

s i de ra t io n of t h e gre a t d e s ign wh ich a n a sce n t upo n th em
w a s i n t e n d e d to a ccompl i sh .

Th e s t e ps of th i s Wi n d i n g S ta i rc a se comme n c e d , w e

a re i nfo rme d , a t th e po rch of th e t emple ; tha t is to say,
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a t i ts v e ry e n tra n c e . Bu t n o th in g is mo re u n doub t e d in
th e s c i e n c e of ma so n i c symbo l i sm th a n th a t th e t emple
w a s t h e re pr e se n t a t i ve of th e wo rld pu rifi e d by th e Sh e
k i n a h , or th e D iv i n e Pre s e n ce . Th e wo rld of th e profa n e
is wi thou t th e t emple ; th e wo rld of th e i n i t i a t e d is wi th i n
i ts s a cre d wa l ls . H e n ce to e n t e r th e t empl e

, to pa ss
wi th i n t h e po rch , to b e ma de a Ma so n , a n d to b e bo rn
i n to th e wo rl d of ma so n i c l igh t , a re a ll sy n o n ymou s a n d

con ve rt ib l e t e rms . H e re , t he n , th e symbo l ism of th e

Wi n di n g S t a i rs be gin s .

Th e Appre n t i c e , h a v i n g e n te re d wi th i n th e po rch of
th e t emple , h a s be gu n h is ma son i c l ife . Bu t th e fi rs t
d e gre e i n Ma son ry , l ike th e l e ss e r My s t e r i e s of th e a n c i e n t
sy s t ems of i n i t i a t io n , is o n ly a pre p a ra t ion a n d p u rifi c a

t ion for some th i n g h igh e r . Th e En t e re d Appr’e n t i ce is

th e ch i ld in Ma so n ry . Th e l e sso n s wh i ch h e re c e i ve s
a re s imply i n t e n d e d to cle a n s e th e h e a rt a n d pre pa re th e
re c ip i e n t for th a t me n t a l i l lumi n a t io n which is to b e give n
in th e succe e d i n g d e gre e s .

As a Fe l low Cra ft , h e h a s a dva n ce d a n o th e r s t e p , a n d
a s th e d e gre e is embl ema t i c ofyo u th , so it is h e re t h a t th e
in t e l l e ctu a l e duca t ion of th e ca n d ida t e b e gi n s . An d

th e re fore , h e re , a t th e ve ry Spo t wh i ch s e pa ra t e s th e

Po rch from th e S a n c tu a ry , wh e re ch i ldhood e n ds a n d

ma n hood be gi n s , h e fi n d s s t re tch i n g o u t b e fo re h im a

win d i n g s ta i r wh i ch i n v i t e s h im, a s it w e re , to a sce n d ,
a n d wh i ch , a s th e symbo l of d i sc ipl i n e a n d i n s t ru ct io n ,

t e a ch e s h im th a t h e re mu s t comme n ce h is ma so n i c labor
h e re h e mu s t e n t e r upo n t ho s e glo r i ou s though d iffi cu l t

re s e a rch e s , th e e n d ofwh ich is to b e t h e po s se ss ion of

d iv i n e t ru th . Th e Wi n d i n g S t a i rs b e gi n a ft e r th e ca n d i
da t e h a s pa sse d wi th i n th e Po rch a n d be tw e e n th e pi lla rs
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ce n tu ry , ga ve th e who l e n umb e r a s th i rty - e igh t , d iv id i n g
th em i n to s e r i e s of o n e , t h re e , fi ve , s e v e n , n i n e , a n d

e le ve n . Th e e rro r of ma k i n g a n e ve n n umbe r , wh ich
w a s a v io la t io n of th e Py th ago re a n pr i n c ipl e ofodd n u m

be rs a s th e symbo l of p e rfe c t io n , w a s co rre ct e d in th e

H emmi n g l e c ture s , a dop te d a t th e u n io n of th e two Gra n d
Lodge s ofEn gl a n d , by s t r ik i n g o u t th e e l e ve n , wh ich w a s

a lso obje c t io n a ble a s re c e iv i n g a s e c t a r i a n e xpla n a t io n .

In t h i s cou n t ry t h e n umb e r w a s s t i l l fu r th e r re duce d to

fift e e n ,
d iv id e d i n to thre e s e r i e s of t/zre e ,fi ve

,
a n d s e ve n .

I sh a l l a dop t th i s Ame r i ca n d iv i s io n in e xpl a i n i n g th e

symbo l ism, a l though , a ft e r a ll , th e pa r t i cu l a r n umbe r
of th e s t e ps , or th e pe cu l i a r me thod of th e i r d iv i s io n i n to
s e ri e s , wi l l n o t in a n y w ay a ffe c t th e ge n e ra l symbo l i sm
of t h e who l e l e ge n d .

Th e ca n d i da t e , th e n , in th e se co n d d e gre e ofMa so n ry ,

re pre se n t s a ma n s t a rt i n g fo r th on th e jou rn e y of l ife ,
wi th th e gre a t t a sk b e fo re h im of s e lf- improv eme n t . For

th e fa i thfu l pe rfo rma n ce of t h i s t a sk , a r e wa rd is promi se d ,
wh ich re wa rd co n s is ts in th e d e v e lopme n t of a ll h is i n t e l
l e ctu a l fa cu l t i e s , th e mo ra l a n d sp iri tu a l e l e va t io n of h is

ch a ra c t e r , a n d th e a cqu i s i t io n of t ru th a n d kn ow le dge .

Now , th e a t t a inme n t of th i s mo ra l a n d i n t e l le c tu a l con d i
t io n suppo s e s a n e l e va t io n of ch a ra c t e r , a n a sce n t from a

lowe r to a h igh e r l ife , a n d a p a ssage of to i l a n d d iffi cu l ty ,

t hro ugh rud ime n t a ry i n s t ruc t io n , to th e ful l fru i t io n of

wi sdom. Th i s is th e re fo re be a u t iful ly symbo l i z e d by th e

Wi n d i n g S ta i rs ; a t who se foo t t h e a spi ra n t s t a n ds re a dy
to cl imb th e to i lsome s t e e p , wh i l e a t it s top is pla ce d
th a t h i e roglyph i c brigh t wh i ch n on e b u t Cra ftsme n e v e r

9

s aw ,

’
a s th e e mblem of d iv i n e t ru th . An d h e n c e a d is

t in g u ish e d wri t e r h a s s a i d t ha t “ th e s e s t e ps , l i ke a ll th e
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ma so n i c symbo ls , a re i l lu s t ra t i ve of d i sc ipl i n e a n d d oc

t r i n e , a s w e l l a s of n a t ura l , ma th ema t i ca l , a n d me t a phy s
i ca l Sc i e n c e , a n d ope n to u s a n e x t e n s ive ra n ge Of mo ra l
a n d spe cu la t i ve i n qu i ry .

”

Th e ca n d ida t e , i n c i t e d by th e love of v i rtu e a n d th e

d e s i re of k n owl e dge , a n d wi th a l e age r for th e re wa rd of

t ru t h wh i ch is se t be fo re h im,
b e gi n s a t o n c e th e to i lsome

a sce n t . A t e a ch d iv is io n h e p a u se s to g a th e r i n s t ruc t ion
from th e symbo l i sm wh i ch th e s e d iv is ion s pre se n t to h is

a t t e n t ion .

A t th e fi rs t pa u s e wh ich h e ma k e s h e is i n st ruct e d in
th e p e cu l i a r o rga n i z a t io n of th e o rde r of wh ich h e h a s
be come a d i sc iple . Bu t t h e i n fo rma t io n h e re give n , if

t a ke n in i t s n a ke d , l i t e ra l s e n se , is ba rre n , a n d u nwo r thy
of h is la bo r . Th e ra n k of th e offic e rs w h o gove rn , a n d

th e n ame s of th e d e gre e s whi ch co n s t i tu t e t h e i n s t i tu t io n ,

c a n give h im n o k n ow le dge wh ich h e h a s n o t b e fo re p o s
s e sse d . We mu s t look th e re fo re to th e symbo l i c me a n i n g
of t he se a l lu s io n s for a n y va lu e wh i ch may b e a t t a che d
to t h i s pa rt of th e c e re mo n y .

Th e re fe re n c e to t h e o rga n i za t io n of th e ma so n i c i n s t i
t u t io n is i n te n d e d to re mi n d t h e a sp i ra n t of the un io n of

me n in soc i e ty , a n d th e d e v e lopme n t of th e soc i a l s t a t e
o u t of th e s t a t e of n a t ure . H e is thu s remi n d e d , in th e

ve ry o u t s e t of h is jo u rn e y , of t h e ble ss i n gs which a r i s e
from c iv i l i za t io n , a n d of t h e fru i t s of v i rt ue a n d k n owl
e dge wh ich a re d e r ive d from th a t co n d i t io n . Ma son ry
i t s e lfis th e re su l t ofc iv i l i z a t io n ; w h i l e , in gra te ful re turn ,

i t h a s be e n o n e of t h e mo s t impo rt a n t me a n s of e x t e n d i n g
tha t co n d i t io n of ma n kin d .

A ll t h e mo n ume n t s of a n t iqu i ty t h a t th e ra vage s of

t ime ha ve l e ft , comb in e to prove t h a t ma n h a d n o soo n e r
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eme rge d from th e sa va ge i n to th e so c ia l sta t e , tha n h e

comme n ce d t h e o rga n i za t io n of re l ig io u s my s t e r i e s , a n d

th e se pa ra t io n , by a so r t of d iv i n e i n st i n c t , of th e s a cre d
from th e profa n e . Th e n came th e i n ve n t io n of a rch it e c

t u re a s a me a n s of prov i d i n g co n v e n i e n t dwe l l i n gs a n d

n e ce s sa ry sh e l te r from th e i n cl eme n c i e s a n d v i c i ss i tude s
of th e se a so n s , wi th a ll th e me ch a n i ca l a rt s con n e c t e d
w i th i t ; a n d la st ly , ge ome t ry , a s a n e ce ssa ry sc i e n ce to
e n a bl e th e cu l t i va to rs of la n d to me a su re a n d d e s i gn a t e
th e l imi t s of th e i r po ss e ss ion s . All th e se a re cla ime d a s

p e cu l i a r ch a ra ct e r i s t i cs of Spe cu la t i ve Ma son ry , wh ich
may b e con s i d e re d a s th e type of c iv i l i za t io n , th e fo rme r
b e a r i n g th e same re la t io n to th e profa n e Wo rl d a s th e

la t t e r doe s to th e sa vage s t a t e . H e n ce w e a t on c e s e e

th e fi t n e ss of th e symbo l i sm wh ich comme n ce s th e a sp i
ra n t

’

s upw a rd progre ss in th e cu l t i va t ion of kn owle dge
a n d th e s e a rch a ft e r t ru th , by re ca l l i n g to h is mi n d th e

co n d i t ion of c iv i l i z a t io n a n d th e soc i a l u n io n of ma n k i n d
a s n e ce s sa ry pre pa ra t ion s for th e a t t a i nme n t of th e s e
obje cts . In t h e a l lu s ion s to th e offi ce rs of a lodge

, a n d

th e d e gre e s ofMa so n ry a s e xpl a n a to ry ofth e o rga n i z a t ion
of o u r own soc i e ty , w e c lo th e i n o u r symbo l i c la n gua ge
th e h i sto ry of th e o rga n i z a t io n of soc i e ty .

Adva n c i n g in h is progre s s , t h e ca n d ida t e is i n v i te d to
co n t empla t e a n o th e r s e r i e s of i n s t ru c t io n s . Th e huma n

se n se s , a s th e a ppropr i a t e ch a n n e ls th rough wh i ch w e

re c e i ve a ll o u r i d e a s of pe rce p t ion , a n d wh ich , th e re fo re ,
co n s t i tu t e th e mo s t impo rt a n t sou rce s of o u r kn owl e dge ,
a re h e re re fe rre d to a s a symbo l of i n t e l l e ctu a l cu l t i va t io n .

Arch i t e cture , a s th e mo st impo rt a n t of th e a r ts wh i ch
co n duce to th e comfo rt of ma n k i n d , is a lso a l lud e d to

h e re , n o t s imply b e ca u se it is so close ly con n e c t e d wi th
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th e t riv i u m a n d th e g u a d riv i nm.

ale Th e t r iv i u m i n clud e d
gramma r , rh e to r i c , a n d logi c ; th e qu a d r i vi u m compre
h e n d e d a r i thme t i c , ge ome t ry ,

mu s i c , a n d a s t ro n omy .

Th e se se ve n h e a d s ,” say s En fi e ld , w e re suppo se d to
i n clud e u n i ve rs a l kn owl e dge . H e w h o w a s ma s t e r of

th e s e w a s tho ugh t to h a ve n o n e e d of a pre ce p to r to e x

pl a i n a n y books or to so lve a n y qu e s t ion s wh i ch lay w i th
in th e compa ss of huma n re a son , th e kn owl e dge of th e

t r iv i u m h a v i n g furn i sh e d h im wi th th e ke y to a ll la n

gu age , a n d th a t of th e qu a d riv i u m h a v i n g o p e n e d to h im
th e s e cre t l aws of n a ture .

”

T

A t a p e r iod , sa vs t h e s ame wri t e r , wh e n fe w we re ih
s t ru c t e d in th e t r ivi u m, a n d v e ry fe w s tud i e d th e qu a d
ri vi nm, to b e ma s t e r ofbo th w a s suffi ci e n t to compl e t e th e
ch a ra ct e r of a ph i lo soph e r . Th e propri e ty , th e re fo re , of
a do p t i n g th e s e ve n l ibe ra l a r t s a n d sc i e n c e s a s a symbo l
of th e compl e t ion of huma n l e a rn i n g is a pp a re n t . Th e

ca n d ida t e , h a v i n g re a ch e d th i s po i n t , is n ow suppose d to
h a ve a ccompl i sh e d th e t a sk upo n wh ich h e h a d e n t e re d
—h e h a s re a ch e d th e la s t s t e p , a n d is n ow re a dy to re

c e ive th e fu l l fru i t io n of huma n l e a rn i n g .

SO fa r, th e n , w e a re a bl e to compre h e n d t h e t ru e
symbo l i sm of th e Wi n d i n g S t a i rs . Th e y re pre se n t th e
progre s s of a n i n qu i r i n g mi n d w i th th e to i l s a n d l a bo rs
of i n t e l l e ctu a l cu l t i va t io n a n d s tudy , a n d th e pre pa ra to ry

Th e word s th ems e l ve s a re p u re ly cl a s s i ca l , b u t t h e me a n i n g s
h e re g i ve n to t h em a re of a me d i ae va l o r co rru p t La t i n i ty . Amo n g

th e o ld Roma n s , a t riv i u m me a n t a pl a ce wh e re t h re e wa y s me t ,

a n d a q u a d riv i u mwh e re fo u r, or wh a t we n ow ca l l a cross - roa d .

Wh e n we s p e a k of t h e p a t/i s of l e a rn i ng , w e re a d i ly d i scove r t h e
o rig i n of t h e s ig n ifica t io n g i ve n by t h e sch o l a s t i c ph i lo so p h e rs t o
t h e se t e rms .

1
' H i s t . ofPh i lo s . vo l . 1 1 . p . 337 .
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a cqu i s i t ion of a ll huma n s c i e n ce , a s a pre l imi n a ry s t e p to
th e a tt a i n me n t of d iv i n e t ru th , whi ch it mu s t b e remem

b e re d is a lway s symbo l i z e d in IVIa so n ry by t h e WORD .

H e re le t me aga i n a l l u de to th e symbo l i sm of n u m

b e rs , wh ich is for th e fi rs t t ime pre s e n t e d to t h e co n s id

c ra t io n of th e ma so n i c s tude n t in th e le ge n d of th e

Wi n d i n g S t a i rs . Th e th e o ry of n umb e rs a s th e symbo l s
of c e rt a i n qu a l i t i e s wa s o rigi n a l ly bo rrowe d by th e Ma

so n s from th e schoo l of Py th ago ra s . I t wi l l b e imp o ss i
b le

,
how e ve r , to d e v e lop th i s doct r i n e , in i ts e n t i re e x t e n t ,

o n th e pre s e n t occa s io n , for th e n ume ra l symbo l i sm of

h l a so n ry wou ld i t s e lf co n s t i tu t e ma t e r i a ls for a n ample
e ssay . It wi l l b e suffi c i e n t to a dve rt to th e fa ct th a t th e
to t a l n umbe r of th e s t e ps , amou n t i n g in a ll to fift e e n , in

th e Ame r i ca n sy s t em,
is a S ign ifica n t symbo l . Forfif

t e e n w a s a sa cre d n umb e r amo n g t h e O ri e n ta ls , be ca u se
th e l e t t e rs of th e ho ly n ame JAH , m, we re , in th e i r n u
me r i ca l va lu e , e qu iva l e n t to fift e e n a n d h e n ce a figure i n
wh i ch th e n in e d igi t s w e re so d i spose d a s to ma ke fifte e n
e i th e r way wh e n a dd e d toge th e r p e rp e n d i cu l a rly , ho r i zo n
t a l ly , or d i ago n a l ly , co n s t i t u t e d o n e of t h e i r mos t sa cre d
t a lisma n s fi le Th e fift e e n s t e ps in th e Wi n d in g S t a i rs a re

th e re fo re symbo l i c of th e n ame of God .

Bu t w e a re n o t y e t don e . It wi l l b e remembe re d t ha t

S u ch a t a l i sma n wa s t h e fo l low in g fig u re :

8 1 6

3 5 7

4 9 2
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a re wa rd w a s promi se d for a ll th i s to i lsome a sce n t of th e
Wi n d i n g S t a i rs . Now , wh a t a re th e w age s of a Sp e c u

l a t i ve Ma so n ? No t mo n e y , n or co rn . n or wi n e , n or o il .

All th e s e a re b u t symbo ls . H is wa ge s a re TRUTH , or th a t
a pprox ima t io n to i t wh i ch w i l l b e mo s t a ppropr i a t e to th e
d e gre e in to wh i ch h e h a s b e e n i n i t i a t e d . It is o n e of th e

mo s t be a u t ifu l , b u t a t th e same t ime mo s t a bs t ru s e
, d oc

t r i n e s of th e sc i e n ce of ma so n i c Symbo l i sm, tha t th e M a

son is e ve r to b e in s e a rch of tru th , b u t is n e ve r to fi n d i t .
Th i s d iv i n e t ru th , th e obj e c t of a ll h is l abo rs , is symbo l
iz e d by t h e WORD , fo r wh ich w e a ll kn ow h e ca n o n ly
ob t a i n a s u os t i t u t e ; a n d th i s is i n t e n d e d to t e a ch th e

humi l i a t i n g b u t n e ce s sa ry l e sson th a t th e kn owle dge of

th e n a tu re of God a n d of ma n
’

s re l a t io n to h im, wh i ch
k n owl e dge co n st i tu t e s d iv i n e t ru th , c a n n e v e r b e a cqu i re d
in th is l ife . It is o n ly wh e n th e po r ta ls of th e gra v e op e n
to u s , a n d give u s a n e n t ra n ce i n to a mo re pe rfe c t l ife , th a t
th i s kn owl e dge is to b e a t ta i n e d . Ha ppy is t h e ma n ,

”

say s th e fa th e r of ly r i c poe t ry , wh o de sce n ds be n e a th th e
ho l low e a rth , h a v i n g be h e l d th e se my st e r i e s ; h e kn ows
th e e n d , h e kn ows th e o r igi n of l ife .

”

Th e Middle Ch amb e r is th e re fo re symbo l i c of th i s l ife ,
W h e re th e symbo l o n ly of th e wo rd c a n b e give n , wh e re
th e t ru t h is to b e re a ch e d by a pprox ima t io n o n ly , a n d y e t

wh e re w e a re to l e a rn t ha t t ha t t ru th wi ll co n s i s t in a p e r

fe ct kn owle dge of th e G . A . O . T . U . Th i s is th e rewa rd
of th e i n qu i r in g Ma son ; in th i s con s i s t th e wa ge s of a

Fe l low Craft ; h e is d i re c t e d to th e t ru th , b u t mu st t ra v e l
fa r th e r a n d a sce n d s t i l l h igh e r to a t ta i n i t .
I t is , th e n , a s a symbo l , a n d a symbo l o n ly , th a t w e mu s t

study th i s be a u t ifu l l e ge n d Of th e Wi n d in g S t a i rs . If w e

a t t emp t to a dopt it a s an h i s tor i ca l fa c t , th e absurd i ty of
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HE mo st impo r ta n t a n d s ign ifica n t of th e le ge n da ry
symbo ls of Fre ema so n ry is , u n doub te dly , tha t
wh ich re la t e s to th e fa t e of H i ram Ab if, com

mou ly ca l l e d , by w ay of e xce l le n c e ,” th e L e ge n d of

th e Th i rd De gre e .

Th e fi rs t wri t t e n re co rd th a t I h a ve be e n a bl e to fi n d
of th i s l e ge n d is con ta i n e d in th e s e co n d e d i t io n ofA n

d e rso n ’

s Co n s t i tu t io n s , publ i sh e d in 1 738 , a n d is in th e se
wo rds :

“ I t (th e t empl e ) w a s fi n i sh e d i n th e sho rt Spa ce of

s e ve n y e a rs a n d Six mon ths , to th e ama z eme n t of a ll th e

wo rld ; wh e n th e ca pe - s ton e w a s ce le bra t e d by th e fra
t e rn ity wi th gre a t joy . Bu t th e i r joy w a s soon i n t e r
ru p t e d by th e sudd e n de a th of the i r d e a r ma s te r , H i ram
Ah lf, whom th e y d e ce n t ly i n t e rre d In th e lodge n e a r th e
t empl e , a cco rd in g to a n c i e n t u sage .

”

In th e n e xt e d i t ion of th e same wo rk , publ i sh e d in
1 756, a few a ddi t io n a l c i rcums t a n ce s a re re la t e d , such a s

An d e rso n ’

s Con s t i t u t io n s , 2d e d . 1 738, p . 1 4.

are
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th e pa rt i c ipa t io n of Ki n g So lomon in th e ge n e ra l gri e f,
a n d th e fa c t tha t th e ki n g of Is ra e l “ o rde re d h is ob

s e q u ie s to b e con duct e d w i th gre a t solemn i ty a n d d e c e n

W i t h t h e se e xc e p t io n s , a n d th e c i t a t io n s of th e

same pa ssage s , ma de by subse qu e n t a u tho rs , th e n a rra t i ve
h a s a lway s rema i n e d u nwri t t e n , a n d d e sce n de d , from a g e

to a g e , through th e me a n s of o ra l t ra d i t io n .

Th e l e ge n d h a s be e n con s id e re d Ofso much impo rta n ce
th a t i t h a s b e e n pre se rve d in th e symbo l i sm of e ve ry
ma son i c r i te . No ma t t e r w h a t mod ifica t ion s or a l te ra
t io n s th e ge n e ra l sy s t em may h a ve u n d e rgo n e , n o ma t

t e r how mu ch th e i n ge n u i ty or th e imagi n a t io n of th e

fou n d e rs of r i t e s may h a ve pe rve rt e d or co rrup t e d o th e r
symbo l s , a bo l ish i n g th e old a n d subs t i tu t in g n e w o n e s ,

th e l e ge n d of th e T empl e Bu i ld e r h a s e ve r be e n l e ft n u

touch e d , to pre se n t i t se lf in a ll th e i n t e gri ty of it s a n c ie n t
my th i ca l form.

Wh a t , th e n , is th e s ign ifica t ion Of th i s symbo l , so impo r
t a n t a n d so e xt e n s i ve ly d iff use d ? Wha t in t e rpre t a t ion
ca n w e give to it th a t wi l l a ccou n t for i ts u n ive rsa l a dop
t ion ? How is i t th a t i t h a s thu s be come so i n t ima t e ly
i n t e rwove n wi th Fre ema so n ry a s to ma k e , to a ll a ppe a r
a n c e s , a pa rt of i ts ve ry e ss e n ce , a n d to h a ve b e e n a lway s
d e e ‘me d i n se pa ra bl e from it ?

To a n swe r th e s e qu e st ion s , sa t i sfa cto r i ly , it is n e ce ssa ry
to t ra c e , in a bri e f i n ve s t iga t io n , th e remo t e origi n of th e

i n st i tu t ion of Fre ema son ry , a n d i ts con n e c t ion wi th th e
a n c i e n t sy s t ems of i n i t i a t ion .

It w a s , t h e n , th e gre a t obje c t of a ll th e r i t e s a n d my s

t e rie s wh ich con st i t u t e d th e “ Spur iou s Fre ema son ry
”

An d e rso n ’
s Co n s t i t u t io n s , 3d e d . 1 756 , p . 24 .
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of a n t i qu i ty to t e a ch th e co n so l i n g d oc trin e
'

of th e immor

t a l i ty of th e sou l .* Th i s dogma , Sh i n i n g a s a n a lmo s t

so l i t a ry b e a co n - l igh t in th e su rrou n d i n g gloom of p aga n
darkn e ss , h a d u n doub t e dly b e e n re c e i ve d from th a t a n c i e n t
pe opl e or pr i e s thood Tw h o pra c t i se d wh a t h a s b e e n ca l l e d
t h e sy s t em of Pure Fre ema so n ry ,

”
a n d amo n g whom

it proba bly e xi s t e d o n ly in th e fo rm of a n abs t ra c t propo
s i t io u or a s impl e a n d u n embe l l i sh e d t ra d i t ion . Bu t in

t h e more s e n su a l mi n d s of th e p aga n ph i losoph e rs a n d

my s t i cs , th e i d e a , wh e n pre se n t e d to th e i n i t i a t e s in th e i r
My s t e r i e s , w a s a lwa y s con ve y e d in th e fo rm of a sce n i c
re pre se n t a t ion ; Th e i n flu e n ce , too , of th e e a rly S a bi a n

“ Th e h id d e n d o c tr i n e s of t h e u n i ty of t h e D e i ty a n d t h e im

mort a l i ty of t h e so u l we re or ig in a l ly i n a ll t h e My s t e r ie s , e ve n
t h o s e of C u p id a n d B a cch u s .

” —WARBURTON , i n Sp e n ce
’

s An e c

d ot e s , p . 309 .

T
“ Th e a l l e g ori ca l i n t e rp re t a t io n of th e my t h s h a s be e n , by

s e ve ra l l e a rn e d i n ve s t ig a tors , e sp e c i a l ly by Gre n z e r , co n n e c t e d
w i th t h e h y p o th e s i s of a n a n c ie n t a n d h ig h ly i n s tru ct e d body of

pr ie s t s , h a v i n g t h e ir or ig i n e i t h e r in Eg y p t o r i n t h e E a s t , a n d

commu n i ca t i n g to t h e ru d e a n d b a rb a ro u s Gre e ks re l ig io u s , p hy s i
ca l , a n d h i s to r i ca l kn ow le d g e , u n d e r t h e ve i l ofsymbo ls .

” GROTE ,

H is t . of Gre e ce , vo l . i . ch . xv i . p . 579 .

—A n d t h e C h e va l i e r R am

s ay co rrobo ra t e s t h i s t h e o ry :
“ Ve s t ig e s of t h e mo s t s u bl ime

t ru th s a re to b e fo u n d i n t h e s a g e s of a ll n a t io n s , t ime s , a n d re

lig io n s , bo t h s a cre d a n d profa n e , a n d t h e s e ve s t ig e s a re em
o

a n a

t io n s of t h e a n t e d i l u vi a n a n d n o e v ia n t ra d i t io n , mo re or l e s s d is

g u i s e d a n d a d u l t e ra t e d . Pri n c ip le s ofNa t u ra l a n d

R e v e a le d R e l ig ion u nfold e d i n a Ge ome t ri ca l Ord e r , vo l . 1 , p . i v .

I Of th is t h e re i s a b u n d a n t e v id e n ce in a ll t h e a n cie n t a n d

mo d e rn wr i t e rs o n t h e My s t e r ie s . Ap u le i u s , ca u t io u s ly d e scri b i n g
h is i n i t i a t io n i n to t h e My s t e r i e s of Is i s , s ay s , I a p p ro a ch e d t h e
co n fin e s ofd e a t h , a n d h a v i n g t ro d o n t h e t h re s h o ld ofPro s e rp i n e ,
I re t u rn e d t h e re from, be in g born e t h ro u g h a ll t h e e l eme n t s . A t

mid n ig h t I s aw t h e s u n Sh in i n g w i th i t s br i l l i a n t l ig h t ; a n d I
a p pro a ch e d t h e p re s e n ce of t h e g od s be n e a t h , a n d t h e g od s of

h e a ve n , a n d s too d n e a r a n d wors h ip p e d t h em.

”—M e t am. l ib ii i .

Th e co n t e x t shows t h a t a ll t h i s wa s a sce n i c re pre s e n t a t io n .
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Ma n
,
s e t t i n g fo r th o n th e voy age of l ife , wi th fa cul t i e s

a n d powe rs fi t t i n g h im for th e d u e e xe rc i se of t h e h igh
du t i e s to who s e p e rfo rma n c e h e h a s be e n ca l le d , ho lds ,
if h e b e a cu riou s a n d cu n n i n g Sk i l le d
in a ll mo ra l a n d i n t e l l e c tua l pu rpo se s (a n d it is o n ly
of such me n th a t th e t empl e bu i lde r ca n b e th e symbo l) ,
wi th i n t h e gra sp of h is a t ta i nme n t th e kn owle dge of

a ll th a t d iv i n e t ru th impa r te d to h im a s th e h e i rloom
of h is ra c e — th a t ra ce to whom i t h a s b e e n gra n t e d to
look , wi th e xa l t e d cou n t e n a n ce , 011 h igh ;Twh ich d iv in e
t ru th is symbo l i z e d by th e WORD .

Thu s prov i d e d w i th th e wo rd of l ife . h e o ccup i e s h is
t ime in th e co n s t ruc t io n of a sp i r i tu a l t empl e , a n d t ra ve ls
o n wa rd in th e fa i thfu l d i sch a rge of a ll h is du t i e s , lay i n g
d own h is de s ign s upo n th e t re s t l e - boa rd of th e fu ture a n d

i n voki n g th e a s s i s t a n ce a n d d i re c t io n of God .

Bu t is h is p a th a lway s ove r flowe ry me a ds a n d through
pl e a s a n t grove s ? Is th e re n o h idde n fo e to obs t ruc t h is
progre s s ? Is a ll be fo re h im cl e a r a n d ca lm, wi th joyou s
s u n sh i n e a n d re fre sh i n g z e phy rs ? Ala s"n o t so . Ma n

is bo rn to t roubl e , a s t h e spa rks fly upwa rd . A t e ve ry

A isk Iza ka m i od e a b i n a li , a cu n n i n g ma n , e n d u e d w i t h u n d e r
s t a n d i n g ,

”
i s t h e d e scr i p t io n g ive n by t h e ki n g of Ty re of H iram

Ab if. S e e 2 Ch ro n . i i . 1 3 . I t i s n e e d l e s s to s a y t h a t cu n n i n g
”

is a g o o d o ld S a xo n wo rd me a n in g sk i lf ul .

T Pro n a q u e c u m s p e c t e n t a n ima l i a cmt e ra t e rram ;

O s h omin i s u b l ime d e d i t : cmlu mq u e t u e r i
Ju ss i t , e t e re c to s a d s id e ra t o l l e re v u lt u s .

”

OVID , M e t . i . 84.

Th u s , wh i le t h e mu t e cre a t io n d own w a rd be n d
Th e ir S ig h t , a n d to t h e ir e a rt h ly mo t h e r t e n d ,
Ma n looks a loft , a n d w i t h e re c t e d e y e s

Be h o ld s h is own h e re d i t a ry ski e s .

”

DRYDEN .
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ga t e of l ife a s th e O ri e n t a l i s ts h a ve b e a u t iful ly ca l le d
th e d iffe re n t age s— h e is b e se t by pe r i l . Temp t a t io n s
a l l ure h is you th , misfo rtu n e s da rke n th e pa thway of h is

ma n hood , a n d h is o ld a g e is e n cumb e re d w i th i n fi rmi ty
a n d d i s e a se . B u t c lo th e d in th e a rmo r of v i rtu e h e ma y

re s i s t th e t empta t ion ; h e ma y ca st mi sfo rt un e s a s i d e , a n d

r i se t r i umph a n t ly a bove th em b u t to t h e l a s t , th e d i re s t ,
th e mo s t i n e xo ra ble fo e of h is ra ce , h e mu s t e ve n t u a l ly
y i e ld ; a n d s t ri ck e n down by d e a th , h e S i n ks pro s t ra t e i n to
t h e gra ve , a n d i s ou ri e d i n t b c ru éoi s/z of h is s in a n d

h uma n fra i l ty .

H e re , th e n , in Ma so n ry , is wh a t w a s ca l le d th e ap li n

n ism in th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s . Th e b i t te r b u t n e c e ssa ry
l e s so n of d e a th h a s be e n impa rt e d . Th e l i v i n g so ul ,
wi th th e l ife l e ss body wh ich e n ca s e d i t , h a s d i sa ppe a re d ,
a n d ca n n ow/z e re 6c fo u n d . All is da rkn e s s co n fu s ion
— d e sp a i r . D iv i n e t ru th— th e VV ORD — for a t ime is

lost , a n d th e Ma s t e r Ma son may n ow say , in th e l a n gu age
of Hu tch i n so n ,

“ I pre pa re my se pul chre . I ma k e my
gra ve in th e po l lu t io n of t h e e a rth . I am u n d e r th e
sh a dow of d e a th .

”

Bu t if t h e my th i c symbo l i sm e n d e d h e re , wi t h th i s
l e sso n of d e a th , th e n we re th e le sso n i n compl e t e . Th a t
t e a ch i n g wou ld b e va in a n d i d l e n ay , mo re , it wou ld b e
co rrup t a n d p e rn i c iou s wh ich should s top Sho r t of t h e
co n sc iou s a n d i n n ate i n s t i n ct for a n o th e r e x i st e n ce . An d

h e n ce th e succe e d i n g por t io n s of th e l e ge n d a re i n t e n de d
to co n ve y th e subl ime symbo l i sm of a re surre c t io n from
th e gra ve a n d a n ew b i r th i n to a fu ture l ife . Th e d iscov

“ ’

A tp a mot tOg , d i s a p p e a ra n ce , d e s tru c t io n , a p e r ish i n g , d e a t h ,

from d tp a u l
‘

gw,
to remove from o n e

’

s v ie w , to co n ce a l , &c .

\
S clzre v e l . L ex.
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cry of th e body , wh ich , in th e i n i t i a t io n s of th e a n c i e n t
My s t e r i e s , w a s ca l le d th e e u re s is ,

ale
a n d i t s remova l , from

th e po l l u t e d gra v e i n to wh i ch it h a d b e e n ca s t , to a n h o n

o re d a n d s a cre d pla ce wi th in th e pre ci n c t s of th e t empl e ,
a re a ll profo un d ly a n d be a u t ifu l ly symbo l i c of t ha t gre a t
t ru th , t h e d i scov e ry of wh i ch w a s th e obje ct of a ll th e

a n c i e n t i n i t i a t ion s , a s it is a lmo st th e who l e d e s ign of

Fre ema so n ry , n ame ly , tha t wh e n ma n Sh a l l h a ve pa sse d
t h e ga t e s of l ife a n d h a ve y i e lde d to th e in e xo ra bl e fi a t
of d e a th , h e sh a l l th e n (n o t in t h e pi ct ure d r i tua l of a n

e a rthly lodge , b u t in th e re a l i t i e s of th a t e t e rn a l on e , of
wh i ch t h e fo rme r is b u t a n a n t i typ e ) b e ra i se d , a t th e

omn ifi c wo rd of th e Gra n d Ma st e r of th e Un i ve rs e , from
t ime to e te rn i ty ; from t h e tomb of co rrup t ion to th e

ch amb e rs of hop e ; from th e d a rk n e ss of d e a th to th e

c e l e st ia l b e ams Of l ife ; a n d th a t h is d i s embod i e d sp i r i t
sh a l l b e co n ve y e d a s n e a r to th e ho ly of ho l i e s of th e

d iv in e pre se n ce a s huma n i ty ca n e ve r a pproa ch to De i ty .

Such I con ce i ve to b e th e t ru e i n t e rpre ta t io n of th e

symbo l i sm of th e l e ge n d of th e Th i rd D e gre e .

I h a ve s a i d th a t th i s my th i ca l h i s to ry of th e t empl e
bu i lde r w a s u n i ve rsa l in a ll n a t ion s a n d a ll r i t e s , a n d th a t
in n o pl a ce a n d a t n o t ime h a d i t , by a l t e ra t ion , d imi n u

t ion , or a dd i t io n , a cqu i re d a n y e sse n t i a l ly n e w or d iffe re n t
fo rm th e my th h a s a lwa ys re ma i n e d th e s ame .

B u t i t is n o t so wi t h i t s i n t e rpre ta ti o n . Th a t wh ich I
h a ve j u s t give n , a n d wh i ch I co n ce i ve to b e th e co rre c t
o n e , h a s be e n ve ry ge n e ra l ly a dop t e d by th e Ma so n s of

t h i s cou n t ry . Bu t e lse wh e re , a n d by va r iou s wri te rs , o the r
i n t e rpre t a t io n s h a ve b e e n ma d e , v e ry d iffe re n t in t he i r

Egg smg , a fi n d in g , i n ve n t ion , d is cove ry . S c/zre v e l . L ex.
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a cco rd i n g to th e e xpre ss ion of th e a po s t l e , As in Adam
w e a ll d i e d , so i n Chri s t w e a ll l i ve .

Rago n ma ke s H i ram a symbo l of t h e s u n sho rn of i t s

Vivify i n g ra y s a n d fruct ify i n g pow e r by th e thre e wi n t e r
mon th s , a n d i t s re s to ra t io n to ge n e ra t ive h e a t by th e se a

so n of sp rin g .

alé

A n d , fin a l ly , De s E t a n gs , a dop t i n g , in pa rt , th e in t e r

p re ta t io n of Rago n , a dd s to i t a n o th e r , wh ich h e ca l ls th e
mo ra l symbo l i sm of th e l e ge n d

,
a n d suppo s e s th a t H i ram

is n o o th e r th a n e te rn a l re a so n , who se e n e mi e s a re th e

v i ce s t h a t d e pra ve a n d de s t roy h u ma n ityd
‘

To e a ch of th e se i n t e rpre t a t io n s i t se ems to me th a t
th e re a re impo rt a n t obj e c t io n s , though p e rh a ps to some

l e ss so th a n to o th e rs .

A s to tho s e wh o s e e k for a n a s t ron omi ca l i n te rpre ta t io n
of th e l e ge n d , in wh i ch th e a nn u a l cha n ge s ofth e s u n a re

symbo l i z e d , wh i l e t h e i n ge n u i ty wi th wh i ch th e y pre ss
th e i r a rgume n t ca n n o t b u t b e a dmi re d , i t is e v id e n t th a t ,
by su ch a n i n t e rp re t a t io n , th e y y i e l d a ll th a t Ma so n ry h a s

to o u r d e a t h in Ad am a n d l ife in Ch r i s t . Wh a t , th e n ,
w a s th e

o rig in of o u r t ra d i t io n ? O r, in o t h e r wo rd s , to wh a t p a rt i cu l a r
i n c id e n t d id t h e l e g e n d of in i t ia t io n re fe r be fore t h e floo d ? I co n
ce ive i t t o h a ve b e e n t h e offe ri n g a n d a s s a s s i n a t io n ofAbe l by h i s
b ro th e r C a i n ; t h e e sca pe of t h e mu rd e re r ; t h e d i s co ve ry of t h e

bo dy by h is d i s co n so la t e p a re n t s , a n d i t s s u b s e qu e n t i n t e rme n t ,

u n d e r a ce r t a i n b e l i e f of i t s fi n a l re s u rre c t io n from t h e d e a d , a n d

of t h e d e t e c t io n a n d p u n i shme n t ofC a i n by d i v i n e ve n g e a n ce .

”

O L IVER , H i s t orica l L a n dma rks q re ema s on ry , vo l . i i . p . 1 7 1 .

Le g ra d e d e M a i t re v a d o n e n o u s re tra ce r a lle g o riq u eme n t

la mor t d a d z
’

e u - Iu mze re mo u ra n t e n h i ve r p o u r re p a ra i tre e t

re s s u sc i t e r a u p r i n t emp s .
—RAGON , Cou rs Pb i los . c i [tr/e rp . d e s

1 7212. p . 1 58 .

'

I
' D a n s l

'

o rd re mora l , H iram n
’

e s t a u t re ch o s e q u e la ra i so n
é t e rn e l l e , p a rq u i to u t e s t po n d éré . ré g lé , co n ’

s e rve .

”— DE S ETANG S ,
G u v re s Al a romz z

’

g u e s , p . 90.
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ga i n e d of re l igiou s d e ve lopme n t in pa s t age s , a n d fa l l
ba ck upo n th a t co rrupt io n a n d p e rve rs io n of S a ba i sm
from wh ich i t w a s th e obje c t , e ve n of th e Spuriou s Fre e
ma so n ry of a n t iqu i ty , t o re scu e i t s d i sciple s .

Th e Templa r in t e rpre t a t io n of th e my th mu s t a t o n ce
b e d i sc a rd e d if w e wou ld a vo i d th e d iffi cu l t i e s of a n a ch
ro n ism, u n l e ss w e d e ny th a t th e l e ge n d e x i s t e d b e fo re
th e a bo l i t io n of th e Ord e r of Kn igh t s Templ a r , a n d such
de n i a l wou ld b e fa t a l to th e a n t iqu i ty of Fre ema so n ryfi

"

An d a s to th e a dop t ion oft h e Chri s t i a n re fe re n ce , Hu tch
i n son , a n d a ft e r h im O l i ve r , profou n dly ph i lo so p h i ca l a s
a re th e ma so n i c spe cu l a t io n s of bo th , h a ve , I am con

s tra i n e d to be l i e ve , fa l l e n i n to a gre a t e rro r in ca l l in g th e
Ma s t e r Ma so n

’
s d e gre e a Chri s t i a n i n s t i tu t io n . I t is t ru e

th a t i t e mbra c e s w i th i n it s sch eme th e gre a t t ru th s of

Chri s t i a n i ty upo n th e subj e c t of th e immo rt a l i ty of th e

sou l a n d th e re surre c t io n of th e body b u t th is w a s to b e

pre sume d , b e ca u se Fre ema so n ry is t ru th , a n d Chri s t i a n i ty
is t ru th , a n d a ll t ru th mu s t b e i d e n t i ca l . Bu t th e o r igi n
of e a ch is d ifi ‘

e re n t ; th e i r h i s to r i e s a re di s s imi l a r . Th e

i n st i tu t ion of Fre ema so n ry pre c e d e d th e a dve n t of Chri s
t ia n ity . I t s symbo ls a n d i t s l e ge n ds a re de r ive d from t h e

So lomo n i c t emple , a n d from th e p e ople e v e n a n t e r io r to
th a t . I ts re l ig io n come s from th e a n ci e n t pri e s thood . I t s

fa i th w a s th a t pr imi t i ve o n e ofNo a h a n d h is imme d i a t e
d e sce n da n t s . IfMa son ry we re s imply a Chri s t i a n i n s t i
t u t io n , th e Je w a n d th e Mo s l em, th e Bra hmi n a n d th e

Buddh i s t , coul d n o t co n sc i e n t iou s ly pa rt a ke ofit s i l lumi n a

Wi th th e s ame a rg u me n t wo u ld I me e t t h e h y p o th e s i s t h a t
H iram wa s t h e re p re s e n t a t i ve of Ch a rl e s I . of E n g l a n d — a n

h y p o t h e s i s n ow so g e n e ra l ly a ba n do n e d , t h a t I h a ve n o t t h o u g h t

i t worth n o t ic i n g i n t h e t e x t .
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t io n ; b u t i ts u n i ve rsa l i ty is it s boa s t . In it s l a n gu age
c i t i z e n s of e v e ry n a t io n may co n v e rse ; a t it s a l t a r me n

of a ll re l ig io n s may kn e e l ; to i ts cre e d d i sc ipl e s of e ve ry
fa i th ma y subscr ibe .

Y e t i t ca n n o t b e de n i e d , tha t s i n ce th e a dve n t of Chri s
t ia n ity a Chri s t i a n e leme n t h a s be e n a lmo s t impe rce p t ib ly
i n fu se d i n to th e ma so n i c sy s t e m, a t l e a s t amo n g Chri st ia n
Ma son s . Th i s h a s b e e n a n e ce ss i ty ; for i t is th e t e n de n cy
of e ve ry pre domi n a n t re l ig ion to p e rva d e wi th i ts in flu
e n ce s a ll tha t su rro u n ds it , or is a bo u t i t , W h e th e r re l ig iou s ,
po l i t i ca l , or so c i a l . Th i s a r i s e s from a n e e d oft h e huma n

h e a rt . To th e ma n d e e ply imbu e d w i th th e sp i r i t of h is

re l ig ion th e re is a n a lmo s t u n co n sc iou s d e s i re to a ccom

mod a t e a n d a dap t a ll th e bu s i n e ss a n d th e amu seme n t s

of l ife , th e la bo rs a n d th e e mployme n t s of h is e ve ry - d ay

e x is t e n ce , to th e i n dwe l l i n g fa i th of h is sou l .
Th e Chri s t i a n Ma so n , t he re fo re , wh i l e a ckn owle dgi n g

a n d ju s t ly a ppre c i a t i n g th e gre a t doc t r i n e s t a ugh t in Ma

so u ry , a n d wh i le gra te fu l th a t th e s e doc t r i n e s we re p re
s e rve d in th e bo som of h is a n c i e n t o rd e r a t a t ime whe n
th e y w e re u n kn own to th e mu l t i tude s of th e surro u n d in g
n a t io n s , is s t i l l a n xiou s to give to th em a Chri st i a n
cha ra c t e r

, to i n ve s t t h em, in some me a sure , wi t h th e

pe cu l ia r i t i e s of h is own cre e d
,
a n d to br i n g th e i n t e rp re

t a t io n of th e i r symbo l ism mo re n e a rly home to h is ow n

re l ig iou s s e n t ime n ts .

Th e fe e l i n g is a n i n s t in c t i ve o n e , b e lon gi n g to th e

n oble s t a spi ra t io n s of o u r huma n n a tu re ; a n d h e n ce w e

fi n d Chri s t i a n ma son i c wr i te rs i n du lgi n g in i t a lmo s t to

a n u n wa rra n t a ble e xce ss , a n d by th e e xt e n t of th e i r se c ta
r i a n i n t e rpre t a t io n s ma t e r i a l ly a ffe c t i n g th e co smopo l i ta n
ch a ra c t e r of th e i n st i tu t io n .
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to lay h ims e lf down upon t h e b e d wh ich sh a dow e d o u t

th e tomb of th e Gre a t Fa th e r , or No a h , t o w hom, i t wi l l
b e r e co l l e c t e d , t h a t Fa b e r re fe rs a ll th e a n c i e n t r i t e s .

Whil e s t re tch e d upo n th e ho ly co uch ,
”
h e co n t i n u e s to

re ma rk , “ in imi t a t io n of h is figu ra t iv e de ce a s e d pro to
type , h e w a s s a i d to b e wra ppe d in t h e d e e p s l e e p of

d e a th . H is re su rre ct io n from t h e b e d w a s h is r e s to ra t io n
to l ife or h is re ge n e ra t io n i n to a n e w wo rld .

Now , it is e a sy to s e e how re a d i ly such a symbo l ism
wou ld b e se i z e d by th e Templ e Ma so n s , a n d a ppropri a t e d
a t o n ce to {b e g ra ve a t Me orow of t /56 lz i ll . A t fi rs t , th e
i n t e rpr e t a t ion , l ike tha t from wh ich i t h a d be e n de r ive d ,
wo u ld b e co smopo l i t a n ; it wo u ld fi t e xa c t ly to th e g e n

e ra l dogma s of th e re su rre c t io n of th e bodv a n d th e im

mo rt a l i ty of th e so u l .
Bu t on th e a dve n t of Chri s t i a n i ty , th e spi r i t of th e n ew

re l ig io n be in g i n fu s e d i n to th e o ld ma so n i c sy s t em, th e

who l e symbo l i sm of th e gra ve w a s a ffe c t e d by it . Th e

same i n t e rpre t a t io n of a re su rre c t io n or re s to ra t io n to l ife ,
d e r i ve d from t h e a n c i e n t “ pa s to s ,’ w a s , i t is t ru e , p re
se rve d ; b u t th e fa c t s th a t Chri s t h imse lf h a d come to

promulga t e to th e mu l t i tud e s th e s ame co n so l i n g dogma ,

a n d tha t Mo u n t Ca lva ry , th e pla ce of a sku l l , w a s th e

spo t wh e re th e Re de eme r , by h is ow n d e a th a n d re sur

t h e Ark a n d t h e s u b s e qu e n t l ib e ra t io n from i t s d a rk e n clo s u re .

S u ch My s t e ri e s we re e s t a bl is h e d in a lmo s t e ve ry p a rt of t h e p a g a n
wo r ld ; a n d t h o s e of C e re s w e re s u b s t a n t i a l ly t h e s ame a s t h e

O rg ie s of Ad o n i s , O s ir i s , H u , Mi t h ra s , a n d t h e C a b iri . Th e y a ll

e qu a l ly re l a t e d to t h e a l le g o ri ca l d i s a p p e a ra n ce , o r d e a t h ,
o r

d e s ce n t of t h e g re a t fa t h e r a t t h e ir comme n ceme n t , a n d to h is

in ve n t io n , or re v i va l , o r re t u rn from H a d e s , a t t h e ir co n c l u s io n .

”

Orig in of Pa g a n I d ola t ry , vo l . i v . b . i v . ch . v . p . 384 .

- Bu t

t h i s Arki t e th e ory , a s i t is ca l l e d , h a s n o t me t w i t h t h e g e n e ra l a p
p rob a t io n of s u bs e qu e n t wri t e rs .
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re c t ion , h a d t e s t ifie d th e t ru th of th e doc t r i n e
, a t o n ce

s t i g g e s t e d to th e o ld Chri s t i a n Ma so n s th e i d e a of Chri s
t ia n iz in g th e a n c i e n t symbo l .
Le t u s n ow e xami n e bri e fly h ow t h a t i de a h a s be e n a t

le n gth d e ve lop e d .

In th e fi rs t pla c e , i t is n e ce ssa ry to i de n t ify th e spo t
wh e re th e “

n e wly -ma d e gra ve ’
w a s d iscove re d wi th

Mou n t Ca lva ry , th e pla c e of th e se pu lchre of Chri st .
Th i s c a n e a s i ly b e do n e by a v e ry fe w b u t s t r ik i n g a n a lo
g i e s , wh ich w i l l , I co n ce ive , ca rry con v i ct io n to a n y

th i n ki n g mi n d .

I . Mou n t Ca lva ry w a s a sma ll k i llfi"

2 . It w a s s i tu a t e d in a w e s tw a rd d i re ct ion from th e

t e mpl e , a n d n e a r Mou n t Mori a /5.

3 . I t w a s o n t h e d ire ct ro a d from je ru s a l em to Joppa ,
a n d is t hu s th e v e ry spo t wh e re a w e a ry orot/ze r , t ra ve l
l i n g o n tha t roa d , wou ld fi n d i t co n ve n i e n t to s i t d own t o

re s t a n d refre s/z lz in zs e lfsi
'

Mo u n t C a l va ry is a sma l l h i l l or emin e n ce , s i t u a t e d in a

w e s t e rly d ire ct io n from t h a t Mo u n t Mo ri a h o n wh i ch t h e t emp le
of So lomo n wa s b u i l t . I t wa s o rig i n a l ly a h i l lock of n o ta bl e
emi n e n ce , b u t h a s , in mo d e rn t ime s , be e n g re a t ly re d u ce d by t h e

e xca va t io n s ma d e in i t for t h e co n s tru c t io n of t h e Ch u rch o f t h e

Ho ly S e p u l ch re . B u cki n g h am, in h is Pa le s t i n e , p . 283 , s a y s ,

Th e p re s e n t ro ck , ca l le d C a l va ry , a n d e n clo se d w i t h i n t h e Ch u rch
of t h e Ho ly S e p u lch re , b e a rs ma rks , in e ve ry p a rt t h a t is n ake d ,
ofi t s h a vi n g be e n a ro u n d n o d u le ofro ck s t a n d i n g a bove t h e com
mo n l e ve l of t h e s u rfa ce .

”

i
‘ Dr. Be a rd , in th e a rt . Go lg o th a ," i n Kit to ’

s E n cy c . of B i b .

L i t .
, re a so n s in a s imi l a rme t h od a s to t h e p l a ce of t h e cru cifix io n ,

a n d s u p p o s i n g t h a t t h e so ld ie rs , from t h e fe a r o fa p o p u l a r t u mu l t ,
wo u ld h u rry Je s u s t o th e mo s t co n ve n i e n t s p o t for e xe c u t io n , s ay s ,

Th e n t h e ro a d to Jo p p a o rD ama scu s wo u ld b e mo s t co n ve n i e n t ,
a n d n o s p o t in t h e v ic i n i ty wou ld p roba bly b e so s u i t a bl e a s t h e

s l ig h t ro u n d e d e le va t io n wh i ch bore t h e n ame ofC a l va ry .

”

I 6
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4 . It w a s ou ts id e th e ga te of th e t empl e .

5 . It h a s a t l e a s t on e cleft i n t/z e rock , or ca ve , wh ich
w a s t h e pl a c e wh ich sub s e qu e n t ly be came t h e s e pu lchre
of o u r Lo rd . Bu t th i s co i n c id e n ce n e e d sca rce ly to b e

i n s i s t e d o n
, s i n ce th e who l e n e ighbo rho od a bou n ds in

ro cky c le fts , wh i ch me e t a t o n ce th e co n d i t ion s of t h e

ma so n i c l e ge n d .

Bu t to br i n g th i s a n a logi ca l re a so n i n g be fo re th e min d
in a mo re e xpre s s i ve mod e , it may b e obs e rv e d th a t if a

pa rt y of p e rso n s w e re to s t a rt fo rth from th e t e mple a t

Je ru sa lem, a n d t ra ve l in a w e s twa rd d i re c t io n towa rd s th e
po rt ofJopp a , Mou n t Ca lva ry wo u ld b e th e fi rs t h i l l me t

w i th ; a n d a s i t may po s s i bly h a ve b e e n u se d a s a pl a ce
of s e pu l ture , wh ich i t s n ame of Go lgo th a s e ems to im

po r t , w e may suppo s e i t to h a ve be e n th e v e ry spo t a l lude d
to in th e Th i rd D e gre e , a s th e pla ce wh e re th e cra ft sme n ,

o n th e i r w ay to Jopp a , d i scove re d th e e ve rgre e n a ca c i a .

H a v i n g t hu s t ra ce d th e a n a logy , le t u s look a l i t t l e to
th e symbo l i sm.

Mou n t Calva ry h a s a lway s re t a i n e d a n import a n t pl a ce
in th e l e ge n da ry h i s to ry of Fre ema so n ry , a n d th e re a re

ma n y t ra d i t io n s co n n e c t e d w i th it th a t a re h ighly i n t e re s t
in g in t h e i r impo rt .

O n e of th e se t ra d i t io n s is , th a t it w a s th e bu r i a l - pla ce
ofAdam, in o rd e r , sa y s th e o ld l e ge n d , tha t wh e re h e

lay , who e ffe c t e d th e ru i n of ma n ki n d , th e re a l so migh t
th e S a v io r of th e wo rld suffe r , d ie , a n d b e bu ri e d . S i r
R . To rk i n g ton , wh o publ i sh e d a p i lgr image to Je ru s a le m
in 1 5 1 7 , say s tha t u n de r t h e Mou n t ofCa lva ry is a n o th e r

Some h a ve s u p p o s e d th a t i t w a s s o ca l le d b e ca u se i t wa s t h e

p l a ce of p u bl ic e xe cu t io n . Gu lg ole t /z in H e brew , o r g og u lt fi o in

Sy ri a c , me a n s a sku ll .
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Mou n t Ca lva ry is co n s e cra t e d to th e Chri s t i a n a s th e

pla ce wh e re h is cru c ifie d Lo rd ga ve th e l a s t gre a t proof
of th e s e co n d l ife , a n d ful ly e s t a bl i sh e d th e doc t r i n e of th e

re surre c t io n wh ich h e h a d come
’

to t e a ch? I t w a s th e

se pu lchre of h im

Wh o ca pt i ve le d c ap t i v i ty ,
Wh o robbe d t h e g ra ve ofv ictory ,
An d took th e s t i n g from d e a t h .

”

It is con se cra t e d to th e Ma so n , a lso , a s th e sce n e of t h e

e u re s is , th e pl a ce of
'

th e d i scove ry , wh e re th e same con .

so l i n g doc t r i n e s of th e re surre c t io n of th e body a n d th e

immo r ta l i ty of th e sou l a re sha dowe d fo r th i n profo u n dly
symbo l i c fo rms .

The se gre a t t ru th s con s t i tu t e t h e v e ry e sse n ce of Chr i s
t ia n it y , in wh ich i t d iffe rs from a n d e xce ls a ll re l igio u s
sy s t ems th a t pre ce d e d i t ; t h e y co n s t i tu t e , a l so , th e e n d ,

a im, a n d obje c t of a ll Fre ema son ry , b u t mo re e sp e c i a l ly
t h a t of t h e Th i rd D e gre e , who s e p e cu l i a r l e ge n d , symbo li
ca l ly co n s id e re d , t e a che s n o th i n g mo re n or l e ss tha n t h a t
th e re is a n immo rt a l a n d b e t t e r p a rt wi th i n u s

,
wh ich

, a s

a n ema n a t io n from th a t d iv i n e . spi r i t wh ich pe rva de s a ll

n a tu re , ca n n e ve r d ie .

Th e i de n t ifica t io n of th e spo t on wh ich th i s d iv i n e t ru th
w a s promu lga t e d in bo th sy s t ems—th e Chri s t i a n a n d

th e Ma son i c a ffo rds a n a dmi ra bl e i l l u s t ra t io n of th e

re a d i n e ss wi th wh i ch th e re l igio u s spi ri t of t h e fo rme r
may b e i n fu se d i n to th e symbo l i sm of th e la t t e r . An d

h e n ce Hu tch i n so n , t ho rough ly imbu e d wi th th e s e Chri s
t ia n v i e ws of Ma son ry ,

h a s ca l le d th e Ma s t e r Ma so n
’

s

o rd e r a Chri s t i a n d e gre e , a n d thu s Chri s t i a n i z e s th e who l e
symbo l i sm of i t s my th i ca l h i s to ry .
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Th e Gre a t Fa th e r of a ll, commis e ra t in g th e mi se r i e s
of th e wo rld , s e n t h is o n ly So n , who w a s i n n oce n ce i ts e lf,
to t e a ch th e doct r i n e of s a lva t io n — by whom ma n w a s

ra ise d from th e d e a th of s in u n to th e l ife of r igh t e o usn e ss
from t h e tomb ofco rrup t io n u n to th e ch ambe r ofhope

from th e d a rkne s s ofd e spa i r to th e c e l e s t i a l be ams offa i th
a n d n o t o n ly wo rk in g for u s th i s re d empt io n , b u t ma k i n g
w i th u s th e cove n a n t of re ge n e ra t io n ; whe n ce w e a re

be come th e ch i ldre n of th e D i v i n i ty , a n d in h e r i to rs of th e

re a lms of he a ve n .

We , M a s on s , d e scr ib i n g th e de plo ra bl e e st a t e of re

l ig io n u n d e r t h e Je wish law , spe a k in
'

figure s : H e r tomb
w a s in th e r ubb i sh a n d fi l th ca s t fo rth of th e t emple , a n d

a ca ci a wove it s bra n che s ov e r h e r mon ume n t s ; a é a é i a

b e i n g th e Gre e k wo rd for i n n o c e n ce , or be i n g fre e from
s in imply i n g t ha t th e s i n s a n d corrup t io n s of th e o ld law ,

a n d d e vo te e s of th e Je wish a l t a r , h a d h i d Re l igio n from
t ho se w ho so ugh t h e r, a n d sh e w a s o n ly t o b e fo u n d wh e re
i n n oce n ce surv i ve d , a n d u n de r t h e ba n n e r of the D i v i n e
Lamb , a n d , a s to o urse lve s

,
profe ss i n g th a t w e we re to be

d i s t i n gu i sh e d by o u r A ca cy , o r a s t ru e A ca c i a n s in o u r

re l igious fa i ths a n d t e n e t s .

Th e a cqu i s i t io n o f th e do ct r i n e of re d empt ion is e x

pre ss e d in th e typica l ch a ra c t e r of H u rame n (I h a ve
fo u n d i t . Gre e k ) , a n d by t h e a ppl i ca t io n s of tha t n ame
w i th Ma so n s , i t is impl i e d th a t w e ha ve d i scove re d th e

kn owl e dge of God a n d h is s a lva t io n , a n d h a ve be e n re

d e eme d from t h e d e a t h of s in a n d th e s e pu lchre of po l lu
t io n a n d u n right e ous n e s s .

Thus th e l ll a s t e r zll a son re pre s e n t s a ma n , u n d e r th e
Chr i s t ia n doc t ri n e

, s a ve d from t h e gra ve of i n iqu i ty a n d

ra i s e d '

to th e fa i th of sa lva t io n .

”
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I t is in th i s w ay th a t Ma son ry h a s , by a so rt of in e v it a ~

b le pro ce ss (wh e n w e look to t h e re l igio u s se n t ime n t of

th e i n t e rpre t e rs ) , b e e n Chri s t i a n i z e d by some of t h e mo s t

i l l u s t r io u s a n d l e a rn e d wri t e rs o n ma son i c sc i e n ce — by

such a bl e me n a s Hu tch i n son a n d O l iv e r in En gla n d , a n d
by Ha rr i s , by Sco t t , by S a l em Town e , a n d by se ve ra l o th
e rs in th i s co un t ry .

I do n o t obje c t to th e sy st em wh e n th e i n t e rpre ta t io n
is n o t st ra in e d , b u t is pla u s ib le , con s i s t e n t , a n d product ive
of th e same r e su l t s a s in t h e i n s t a n ce ofMoun t Ca lva ry
a ll t h a t I co n t e n d for is

, th a t su ch i n t e rpre t a t ion s a re

mode rn , a n d t ha t th e y d o n o t be lo n g to
,
a l tho ugh th e y

may oft e n b e d e duce d from, th e a n c i e n t sy s t em.

Bu t th e t ru e a n c i e n t i n t e rpre ta t ion of t h e le ge n d , — th e

u n i ve rsa l ma son i c o n e ,
—for a ll coun t r i e s a n d a ll age s ,

u n doub te dly w a s
, th a t th e fa t e of th e t e mpl e bu i lde r is b u t

figura t ive of th e p i lgr image ofma n o n e a rth , th ro ugh
t r i a ls a n d t emp t a t ion s , through s in a n d sorrow , u n t i l h is
e ve n tu a l fa l l b e n e a t h th e blow of de a th a n d h is fi n a l a n d
glo r iou s re surre c t io n to a n o th e r a n d a n e t e rn a l l ife .
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of th e Aca ci a ,
i t wil l b e , pe rh a ps , a s w e l l to i de n t ify th e

t ru e pl a n t wh ich occup i e s so import a n t a pl a c e in th e

ri tu a l of Fre e ma son ry .

An d h e re , in p a ssrn g , I may b e pe rmi t t e d to say th a t i t
is a v e ry gre a t e rro r to d e s ign a t e th e symbo l ic pla n t of

Ma so n ry by th e n ame of “ Ca ss i a ”
a n e rro r w h i ch

u n doub t e dly a rose , o rig i n a l ly , from t h e v e ry commo n

h ab i t amo n g i l l i t e ra t e p e opl e of s i n k i n g th e so u n d of th e

l e t t e r a in th e pro n u n c i a t io n of a ny wo rd ofwh ich i t con
s t it u t e s t h e i n i t i a l sy l la bl e . Ju s t , for i n s ta n c e , a s w e con

s ta n t ly h e a r , in th e con ve rs a t ion of t h e u n e duca t e d , th e
wo rd s p ot/we a ry a n d p re n t i ce for ap ot/ze ca ry a n d app re n

t i ce , sh a l l w e a lso fi n d ca ss i a u s e d for a ca ci a .

ale Un for

l u n a t e ly , howe ve r , th i s co rrup t io n of a ca ci a i n to ca ss i a

h a s n o t a lway s b e e n co n fi n e d to t h e i l l i tera t e : b u t th e

lo n g e mployme n t of th e co rrup t e d fo rm h a s a t l e n gt h
i n t roduce d it , in some i n s t a n c e s , amo n g a fe w of o u r

wri te rs . Ev e n th e v e n e ra bl e O l ive r , a l though we l l a o

q u a in t e d wi th th e symbo l i sm of t h e a ca c i a , a n d h a v i n g
w r i t e n mo s t l e a rn e dly upon it , h a s , a t t ime s , a l lowe d h im
se lf to u se th e obje c t io n a ble co rrup t io n , u nwi t t i n gly in fl u
e n c e d , in a ll proba b i l i ty , by th e too fre qu e n t a dop t ion of

th e la tt e r wo rd in th e E ngl i sh lodge s . In Ame ri ca , b u t
few Ma so n s fa l l i n to th e e rro r of spe a k in g of t h e Ca ss i a .

Th e prope r t e a ch i n g of th e A ca ci a is h e re w e l l u n de r
stood .T

O l ive r’s i d e a (L a n dma rks , 1 1 . 1 49) th a t ca ss i a h a s , s i n ce t h e

y e a r 1 730, be e n corru p t e d i n to a ca ci a , is co n tra ry to a ll e tymo lo g i

ca l e xp e ri e n ce . W'

ord s a re co rru p t e d , n o t by l e n g t h e n i n g , b u t by

a bbre v i a t i n g t h em . Th e u n e d u ca t e d a n d t h e ca re l e s s a re a lway s
pro n e to c u t off a sy l l a b l e , n o t to a d d a n e w o n e .

TAn d y e t I h a ve be e n s u rp r i s e d by s e e i n g , o n ce o r tw i ce , t h e
word Ca ss i a a dop t e d a s t h e n ame of a lo d g e . C i n n amo n
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Th e ca ss i a of t h e a n c i e n t s w a s , in fa c t , a n ign oble pla n t ,
h a vi n g n o my s t i c me a n i n g a n d n o s a cre d cha ra c t e r , a n d
w a s n e ve r e l e va t e d to a h igh e r fu n c t ion t ha n tha t ofbe i n g
u n i t e d , a s V i rgi l i n fo rms u s , wi th o th e r o dorou s h e rbs in
th e forma t io n of a ga rla n d :

vio l e t s pa le ,
Th e popp y

’

s fl u s h , a n d d i l l wh i ch sce n t s t h e g a le ,
C a s s i a , a n d h y a cin t h , a n d d a ffo d i l ,
Wi t h y e l low ma r ig o ld t h e ch a p le t fi l l .”

Als to n s ay s th a t th e Ca ss i a l ign e a of th e a n c i e n t s w a s

th e la rge r bra n ch e s of th e c in n amo n t re e , c u t offwi t h the i r
ba rk a n d s e n t toge the r to t h e druggi s ts ; th e i r Ca ss i a fi stu
la , or Sy r i n x , w a s th e s ame c in n amo n in th e ba rk o n ly
b u t Ru ae u s say s t ha t i t a lso some t ime s de n o t e d th e la ve n
d e r, a n d some t ime s th e ro sema ry .

In Script ure t h e ca ss ia is o n ly t hre e t ime s me n t io n e d ,1'

twice a s th e t ra n s la t io n of t h e H e bre w wo rd k i d d a /l , a n d
o n ce a s t h e re n de ri n g ofé e t z i ot fi ,

b u t a lwa ys a s re fe rr i n g
to a n a roma t i c pl a n t wh i ch fo rme d a co n s t i tu e n t po rt io n
of some pe rfume . Th e re is , in de e d , s tron g re a son for

be l i e v i n g t ha t t h e ca s s ia is o n ly a n o th e r n ame for a co a rs e r
pre pa ra t ion of c i n n amo n , a n d it is a lso to b e rema rke d
t ha t it d id n o t grow in Pa le st in e , b u t w a s impo rte d from
th e Ea st .

or s a n d a l wood wo u ld h a ve be e n a s a p propri a t e , for a n y ma

so n i c me a n i n g or symbo l ism.

Be log . n . 49 .

Pa lle n t e s Vio l a s e t s u mma p a p a v e ra ca rp e n s ,

N a rc is s u m e t fi orem ju n g i t b e n é o le n t is ame t h i
Tu m ca s i a , a tqu e a li i s i n t e xe n s s u a v ib u s h e rb is ,

Mo l l i a l u t e o l a p i n g i t v a cci n i a ca l t h a .

1
' Exod . xxx . 24, E z e k . xxvi i . 9 , a n d Ps . x lv . 8 .
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Th e a ca ci a , o n th e con t ra ry , w a s e s t e eme d a sa cre d
t re e . I t is t h e a ca ci a ve ra ofTo urn e fo rt , a n d th e mimos a

n i lot i ca of L i n n ae u s . It gre w a bu n da n t ly In th e v ic i n i ty
ofJe ru sa lem,

ale wh e re i t is s t i l l to b e fo un d , a n d is fami l i a r
to u s a ll , in i t s mod e rn u se s a t l e a s t , a s th e t re e from wh ich
t h e g u m a ra bi c ofcomme rce is ob t a i n e d .

Th e a ca c i a , wh i ch , in S cr ip t ure , is a lwa ys ca l le d ski t "

t onfi a n d in th e pl u ra l sk i t t im, w a s e st e eme d a sa cre d
wood amo n g th e H e bre ws . Of i t Mo s e s w a s o rde re d to

ma k e th e ta b e rn a cl e , th e a rk of th e cove n a n t , th e t able
for th e showbre a d , a n d th e re s t of th e sa cre d furn i ture .

Isa i a h , in re cou n t in g th e promi s e s of God’s me rcy to th e

I sra e l i t e s o n th e i r re turn from t h e ca p t i v i ty , t e l ls th em,

th a t , amo n g o th e r t h i n gs , h e wi l l p la n t in th e wi ld e rn e ss
fo r t h e i r re l i e f a n d re fre shme n t , t h e c e d a r , th e a ca c i a (or,
a s i t is re n de re d in o u r commo n v e rs ion , th e sk i t t a /z) , th e

fi r , a n d o th e r t re e s .

O l i ve r, i t is t ru e , s ay s , t h a t t h e re is n o t t h e sma l l e s t t ra ce of
a n y t re e of t h e ki n d g row i n g s o fa r n o rth a s Je ru s a lem (L a n dm.

i i . b u t t h i s s t a t eme n t is re fu t e d by t h e a u t h or i ty ofL i e u t e n a n t
Ly n ch , w h o s aw i t g row i n g in g re a t a b u n d a n ce a t Je ri ch o , a n d

s t i l l fa rt h e r n o r th . E xp e d . t o t il e D e a d S e a , p . 262 .

— Th e R a bbi
Jo s e p h S chwa rz , wh o is e xce l le n t a u t h o r i ty , s ays ,

“ Th e Aca c i a

(Sh i t t im) Tre e , A l S u n t , is fo u n d in Pa l e s t i n e ofd iffe re n t va ri e t ie s ;
i t looks l ike th e M u l be rry tre e , a t t a i n s a g re a t h e ig h t , a n d h a s a

h a rd wood . Th e g um wh i ch i s ob t a i n e d from i t i s t h e g u m

a ra b ic .”—D e scr i; §t iv e Ge og rap ky a n d H is t orica l S ke t c/z of Pa l

as t i n e , p . 308 , Le e s e r
’
s t ra n s l a t io n . Ph i l a .

, 1 850.

- Schwa rz wa s

for s i x t e e n y e a rs a re s id e n t of Pa l e s t i n e , a n d w ro t e from p e rso n a l
o bse rva t io n . Th e t e s t imo n y ofLy n ch a n d Schwa rz sh o u ld , t h e re
fo re , fore ve r s e t t le t h e qu e s t io n of t h e e x is t e n ce of t h e a ca cia in
Pa l e s t i n e .

TC a lme t , Pa rkh u rs t , Ge s e n iu s , C l a rke , Sh aw , a n d a ll t h e b e s t
a u t h o r i t i e s , co n cu r in s ay i n g t h a t t h e otz i s/zi t t im, o r s h i t t im
woo d of Exo d u s , wa s t h e Common a ca cia o r mimo s a n i lo t i ca of

Li n n ae u s
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l iv i n g sprig th e h Ia so n is s t re n g th e n e d w i th co n fid e n ce
a n d compo su re to look fo rwa rd to a bl e ss e d immo rt a l i ty .

”

Such a n i n t e rpre t a t io n of t h e symbo l is a n e a sy a n d a

n a tu ra l o n e ; i t sugge s t s i t s e lf a t o n ce to th e l e a s t re fle c

t i ve mi n d , a n d con s e qu e n t ly , in some on e fo rm or a n o th
e r, is to b e fou n d e x is t i n g in a ll age s a n d n a t io n s . I t w a s

a n a n c i e n t cus tom, wh i ch is n o t , e ve n n ow , a l toge th e r
d isu se d , for mo u rn e rs to ca rry in th e i r h a n ds a t fun e ra ls
a sprig of some e ve rgre e n , ge n e ra l ly th e ce da r or th e

cypre ss , a n d to d e pos i t i t in th e gra ve of th e d e ce a se d .

Acco rd i n g to D a l cho ,* th e H e bre ws a lway s pl a n t e d a

sprig of th e a ca c ia a t t h e h e a d of th e gra v e of a de pa rt e d
fr i e n d . Po t te r t e l ls u s th a t th e a n c i e n t Gre e ks “ h a d a

cu s tom of b e de ck in g t ombs wi t h h e rbs a n d flow e rs . T

Al l so rts o f purpl e a n d wh i t e flow e rs w e re a cce p t a bl e to
th e d e a d , b u t pr i n c ipa l ly th e ama ra n th a n d t h e my rt l e .

Th e v e ry n ame of t h e fo rme r of th e se pl a n t s , wh ich s ig

n ifi e s “
n e ve r fa d i n g ,” wo u ld s e em to i n d i ca te th e t ru e

“ Th i s cu s tom amo n g t h e H e bre ws a ro s e from t h i s c ircu m
s t a n ce . Ag re e a bly to t h e ir l aws , n o d e a d bod ie s we re a l lowe d to b e
i n t e rre d w i th i n t h e wa l ls of th e c i ty ; a n d a s t h e Co h e n s , o r p ri e s t s ,
w e re p ro h ib i t e d from cro s s i n g a g ra ve , i t wa s n e ce s s a ry t o p l a ce
ma rks t h e re o n , t h a t t h e y mig h t a vo id th em. Fo r t h i s p u rpo s e
t h e a ca ci a w a s u s e d .

— DALCHO , Ora t ion , p . 27 , n o t e .
—I o bj e ct

t o t h e re a so n a s s ig n e d by D a lch o ; b u t of t h e e x i s t e n c e of t h e

c u s tom t h e re ca n b e n o qu e s t io n ,
n o tw i t h s t a n d in g t h e d e n i a l o r

d o u b t ofD r. O l i ve r . B lo u n t (Tra v e ls i n Me L e v a n t , p . 1 97) s ay s ,
s p e aki n g of t h e Je w ish b u r i a l cu s toms ,

“
t h o se wh o be s tow a ma r

b le s to n e o ve r a n y [g ra ve ] h a ve a h o l e a y a rd lo n g a n d a foo t

bro a d , i n w h i ch t /i ey p la n t a n e v e rg re e n , wh i ch s e ems t o g row
from t h e bo dy , a n d i s ca re fu l ly w a tch e d .

”
H a s s e lq u is t (Tra v e ls ,

p . 28) co n firms h is t e s t imo n y . I borrow t h e c i t a t io n s from Brow n

(An t iqu i t i e s of Mze y e n /s , vo l . i i . p . b u t h a ve ve rifie d t h e

re fe re n ce to H a s s e lq u is t . Th e work of B lo u n t I h a ve n o t be e n
e n a b le d to co n s u l t .
1
' An t iqu i t i e s ofGre e ce , p . 569 .
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symbo l i c me a n i n g of th e u s age , a l though a rchae o logi s ts
h a ve ge n e ra l ly suppo s e d i t to b e s imply a n e xh ib i t ion of

love o n th e p a r t of th e surv ivors . Rago n s ay s , th a t th e
a n c i e n t s subst i tu t e d t h e a ca c i a for a ll o th e r pl a n t s be ca u s e
th e y be l i e ve d i t to b e i n co rrupt ib l e

,
a n d n o t l i able to

i n jury from th e a t ta cks of a n y k i n d of i n se ct or o th e r
a n ima l— thu s symbo l i z in g th e i n co rrup t ib le n a ture of

th e sou l .
H e n ce w e s e e th e propri e ty of pla c i n g th e sprig of

a ca c i a , a s a n emblem of immorta l i ty , amo n g th e symbo l s
of th a t d e gre e , a ll of whose c e remo n i e s a re i n t e n d e d to
te a ch u s th e gre a t t ru th , th a t th e l ife of ma n

,
re gula t e d

by mo ra l i ty , fa i th , a n d ju s t i ce , wi l l b e re wa rde d a t i ts

clo s i n g hou r by th e prospe ct of e t e rn a l So ,

th e re fore , s ay s D r . O l i ve r , wh e n th e Ma s t e r Ma son e x

cl a ims , My n ame is Aca c i a ,’ i t is e qu iva l e n t to s ay i n g ,
I h a v e be e n in th e gra ve , I h a ve t ri umph e d ove r i t by
r i s in g from th e d e a d , a n d b e i n g re ge n e ra t e d in th e p ro
ce ss , I h a ve a cla im to l ife e v e rl a s t i n g .

”

Th e sprig of a ca c i a , th e n , in it s mo s t o rd i n a ry s ig n ifi

ca t io n , pre se n ts i t se lf to th e Ma s t e r Ma son a s a symbo l
of t h e immor ta l i ty of th e sou l , b e i n g i n t e n de d to remi n d
h im,

by its e ve rgre e n a n d u n ch a n gi n g n a tu re , of th a t b e t
t e r a n d Sp i r i tu a l pa rt wi th i n u s , wh ich , a s a n ema n a t ion
from th e Gra n d Arch i t e ct of th e Un i ve rse , c a n n e ve r d ie .

An d a s th i s is th e mo s t o rd in a ry , th e mos t ge n e ra l ly a c

c e p t e d s ign ifica t io n
,
so a l so is i t th e mo s t impor ta n t ; for

thu s , a s th e p e cu l i a r symbo l of immo rt a l i ty , it be come s

th e mo s t appropri a t e to a n o rde r a ll of who se t e a ch i ngs
a re i n t e n d e d to i n cu lca t e t h e gre a t l e s so n th a t l ife r i s e s
o u t of t h e gra ve .

’

B u t i n c i de n ta l to th is th e a c a ci a h a s

Dr. Cru ce fi x, MS . , q u o t e d by O l i ve r, L a n dma rks , n . 2 .
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two o th e r i n t e rpre t a t ion s , wh ich a re w e l l wo rthy of in ve s

t ig a t io n .

S e co n dly , th e n , th e a c a cra IS a symbo l of INNOCENCE .

Th e symbo l i sm h e re is of a p e cu l i a r a n d u n u su a l ch a ra c
t e r, d e p e n d in g n o t o n a n y re a l a n a logy in th e fo rm or u s e

of th e symbo l t o th e i d e a symbo l i z e d , b u t s imply o n a

doubl e or compou n d me a n i n g of th e wo rd . For w a n n a
,

in th e Gre e k la n guage , s ign ifie s b o t h th e pla n t in qu e s t io n
a n d th e mora l qu a l i ty of i n n oc e n ce or pu ri ty of l ife . In

t h i s s e n se th e symbo l re fe rs , pr ima r i ly , t o h im ove r whose
so l i t a ry gra v e th e a ca c i a w a s pl a n t e d , a n d w ho se v i rtuo u s
con duc t , who se i n t e gri ty of l ife a n d fid e l i ty to h is t ru s t s ,
h a ve e v e r b e e n pre s e n t e d a s pa t t e rn s to th e cra ft , a n d

con se qu e n t ly to a ll
1Ma s t e r Ma so n s , wh o , by th i s i n t e r

p re t a t ion of th e symbo l,
'

a re i n v i t e d to emu la t e h is e x

ampl e .

Hu tch i n son , i n dulgi n g in h is fa vo r i t e t h e o ry of Chri s
t ia n iz in g Ma so n ry , wh e n h e come s to th i s s ign ifica t ion of

t h e symbo l , thu s e n la rge s o n th e i n t e rpre t a t io n :
“W e

Ma son s , d e scr ib i n g th e de plo ra bl e e s ta t e of re l ig io n u n d e r
th e Jewi sh law , sp e a k in figure s : H e r tomb w a s in th e

rubb i sh a n d fi l th ca s t fo r th of th e t empl e , a n d Aca ci a

wov e i ts bra n ch e s ove r h e r mo n ume n t ; a ka ki a b e i n g
th e Gre e k wo rd for i n n o ce n ce , or b e i n g fre e from s in ;

imply i n g tha t th e s in s a n d co rrup t io n s of t h e o ld law a n d

d e vo te e s of th e Je wi sh a l ta r h a d h id Re l ig io n from thos e
who sough t h e r, a n d sh e w a s o n ly to b e fou n d wh e re
i n n oce n ce su rv iv e d , a n d u n de r th e ba n n e r of th e d iv i n e
Lamb ; a n d a s to ourse lve s , profe ss i n g th a t w e w e re to

b e d i s t in gu i sh e d by ou r A ca cy , or a s t ru e Aca ci a n s in

o u r re l igiou s fa i th a n d

Sp ir i t ofMa son ry , lcc t . i x . p . 99 .
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th e ca t a combs of Rome
,
th e bur ia l - p la ce of so ma ny of

t h e e a rly Chri s t i a n s , th e pa lm l e af is con s ta n t ly fou n d
a s a n emblem of th e Chr is t i a n ’

s t r iumph ove r s in a n d

d e a th .

Th e rose ma ry wa s a symbo l of remembra n ce , a n d

h e n c e w a s u se d both a t ma rr ia ge s a n d a t fun e ra ls , th e
memo ry of t h e pa s t b e in g e qu a l ly a ppropr ia t e in both
rit e sfi‘

Th e pa rs l e y w a s co n se cra t e d to gri e f; a n d h e n ce a ll th e

Gre eks d e cke d th e i r tombs wi th it ; a n d it w a s u se d to
c rown th e con qu e ro rs in th e Neme a n game s , wh ich w e re
o f a fu n e re a l ch a ra ct e rq L

Bu t i t is n e e d l e ss to mu l t i ply i n s ta n ce s of th i s symbo l~
i sm. In a dopt in g t h e a ca c i a a s a symbo l of i n n oce n ce ,
Ma so n ry h a s b u t e x t e n de d th e pr i n c iple of a n a n c i e n t
a n d u n i v e rs a l u sa ge , whi ch t hu s con se cra t e d pa rt i cu la r
p la n ts , by a my s t i ca l me a n i n g , to th e re pre s e n t a t io n of

p a r t i cu la r v i rtu e s .

Bu t l a st ly , th e a ca c i a is to b e co n s i de re d a s t h e symbo l
of INIT IAT ION . Th i s is by fa r th e mos t i n t e re s t i n g of

i t s i n te rpre ta t io n s , a n d w a s , w e h a ve e ve ry re a son to

“ Ro s ema ry wa s a n ci e n t ly s u p p o se d to s tre n g th e n th e mem

o ry , a n d wa s n o t o n ly ca rr ie d a t fu n e ra l s , b u t wo rn a t we d d in g s .

”

STEE V EN S , N ot e s on H a mle t , a . i v . 5 . 5 .
- Do u ce (I ll u s t ra t ion s

of S ka ksp e a re , i . 345) g i ve s t h e fo l low i n g o ld s o n g i n re fe re n ce
to t h is s u bj e ct :

Ro s ema ri e i s fo r remembra n ce
Be tw e e n e u s d a i e a n d n ig h t ,
Wi sh i n g t h a t I m ig h t a lwa y s h a ve
Yo u p re se n t i n my s ig h t .

'

l
' S t e . Cro ix (R e c/z e rc/ze s s u r l e s My s t ere s , i . 56) s ay s t h a t in

t h e S amo t h ra c i a n My s t e rie s i t w a s forb id d e n to p u t p a rs le y o n t h e

t a b le , b e ca u s e , a ccord i n g t o t h e my s t a g o g u e s , i t h a d be e n p ro

d u ce d by t h e b loo d ofC a dmi llu s , s la i n by h is bro t h e rs .
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b e l i e ve , th e p r ima ry a n d o r igin a l , th e o th e rs b e ing b u t ia
c id e n t a l . I t , l e a d s u s a t o n c e to th e i n ve s t iga t io n of th a t
s ign ifica n t fa c t to wh ich I h a ve a l re a dy a l lude d , th a t in
a ll th e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t io n s a n d re l ig iou s my s t e r i e s th e re
w a s some pl a n t , p e cu l ia r to e a ch , wh i ch w a s co n s e cra t e d
by its own e so t e r i c me a n i n g , a n d wh ich occup i e d a n

impo rt a n t pos i t io n in th e c e l e bra t ion of t h e r i t e s ; so th a t
th e pl a n t , wh a t e ve r i t migh t b e , from its co n s t a n t a n d

promi n e n t u se in th e ce remon i e s of i n i t i a t io n , came a t

l e n gt h to b e a dop t e d a s t h e symbo l of t ha t i n i t ia t io n .

A re fe re n ce to some of th e se s a cre d p la n t s for such
w a s th e ch a ra ct e r t h e y a ssume d— a n d a n i n ve s t iga t ion
of th e i r symbo l ism wi l l n o t , pe rh a ps , b e u n i n t e re s t in g or

u se le ss , in co n n e c t io n wi th th e subj e ct of t h e pre se n t
a rt i cle .

In th e Mys te ri e s of Ado n i s , wh ich o r igi n a t e d in Phce
n i c i a , a n d w e re a ft e rwa rds t ra n sfe rre d to Gre e ce , th e

d e a th a n d re su rre ct io n of Ado n i s w a s re pre se n t e d . A
pa rt ofth e l e ge n d a ccompa ny i n g the se my s t e ri e s w a s

, tha t
wh e n Adon i s w a s s la i n by a wi ld boa r , V e n u s la i d o u t

t h e b ody o n a b e d of l e t tuce . In me mo r i a l of t h i s s u p

po s e d fa c t , o n th e fi rs t d ay of t h e ce l e bra t io n , whe n fu n e ra l
ri t e s w e re pe rfo rme d , l e t tuce s w e re ca rri e d in th e p ro

~

c e ss ion , n ewly p la n t e d in sh e l ls of e a r th . H e n ce th e

l e t tuce b e came th e sa cre d pla n t of th e Adon ia , or Adon is
ia n My s te r i e s .

Th e lo tu s w a s th e sa cre d pla n t ofth e Bra hmi n i ca l r i t e s
of In d i a , a n d w a s co n s id e re d a s th e symbo l of th e i r
e l eme n t a l t r i n i t y , — e a rth , wa te r , a n d a ir,— be ca u se , a s
a n a qu a t i c pla n t , i t d e r ive d it s n u t r ime n t from a ll of the se
e l eme n t s comb in e d , i t s roo t s b e i n g pla n t e d in t h e e a r th ,
it s s t em r i s i n g through th e wa t e r , a n d i ts l e a ve s e xpo se d

I 7
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to th e a irfi" Th e Egyp t i a n s , w ho borrowe d a
'la rge p or

t ion of th e i r re l igio us r i t e s from t h e Ea s t , a dop t e d th e

lo tu s , wh ich w a s a l so i n d ige n ou s to th e i r cou n t ry , a s a

my s t i ca l pla n t , a n d ma d e i t th e symbo l of t h e i r i n i t ia t io n ,

or th e b i rth i n to ce l e s t ia l l igh t . He n ce , a s Ch ampo l l io n
obse rve s , t h e y oft e n o n th e i r mo n ume n t s re pre se n t e d th e

g od Ph re , or th e s u n , a s bo rn e wi th i n th e e xpa n de d ca lyx
of t h e lo tu s . Th e lo tu s b e a rs a flowe r s imi la r to th a t of
th e poppy , wh i le i ts l a rge , to n gu e - sh ap e d le a ve s flo a t upo n
th e surfa ce of th e wa t e r . As th e Egyp t i a n s h a d rema rke d
th a t th e pla n t e xpa n d s whe n th e s u n r i se s , a n d close s
wh e n i t s e t s , th e y a dop t e d i t a s a symbo l of th e s u n ; a n d

a s t ha t l umi n a ry w a s th e pr in c ipa l obje c t of th e popula r
wo rsh ip , th e lo tu s be came i n a ll th e i r s a cre d ri t e s a con

s e cra t e d a n d my st i ca l p la n t .
Th e Egypt i a n s a l so s e l e c t e d t h e e r i ca ,1

'

or he a th , a s a

sa cre d pla n t . Th e o r igin of th e co n se cra t ion of th is pla n t
pre se n t s u s wi t h a s in gu l a r co in c id e n ce , th a t wi l l b e p e c u
lia rly i n t e re s t i n g to th e ma so n i c s t ud e n t . W e a re i n fo rme d
th a t the re w a s a l e ge n d in t h e my s t e r i e s of O s i r is , wh ich
re la t e d , th a t Is i s , whe n in s e a rch of th e body ofh e r mu r

d e re d hu sba n d , d iscove re d it i n t e rre d a t th e brow of a

h i l l
, n e a r wh i ch a n e r i ca , o r h e a th pla n t , gre w ; a n d

h e n ce , a ft e r th e re cove ry of th e body a n d th e re surre ct io n

Th e H i n do o s , s ay s Fa be r, re p re se n t t h e irmu n d a n e lo t u s ,
a s h a v i n g fo u r l a rg e l e a ve s a n d fo u r sma l l le a ve s pl a ce d a l t e rn a t e
ly , wh i le from t h e ce n tre of t h e flowe r r i s e s a p ro t u be ra n ce . Now ,

t h e c ircu l a r cu p forme d by t h e e ig h t l e a ve s t h e y d e em a symbo l of
t h e e a rt h , flo a t i n g o n t h e s u rfa ce of t h e o ce a n , a n d co n s i s t in g of

fo u r la rg e co n t i n e n t s a n d fo u r i n t e rme d ia te sma l le r i s l a n d s ; wh i le
t h e ce n tri ca l pro t u be ra n ce i s v ie we d by th em a s re p re se n t i n g t h e ir
s a cre d Mo u n t Me n u .

”
Commu n ica t ion t o Ge n t . Ma g . vo l . lxxxv i .

p . 408 . 0

1
' Th e e rica a rbore a , or tre e h e a t h .
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pla n t , co n secra t e d to th e powe rs ofd a rk n e ss a n d a n n u a l ly
i t be came a n importa n t r i t e amon g th e D ru i ds to proce e d
in to th e

'

fo re s t in s e a rch of th e mi s t l e toe , wh i ch , b e i n g
fou n d , wa s c u t down by th e Arch D ru i d , a n d i ts p a rt s ,
aft e r a so l emn sa cr ifice , we re d i s t r ibu te d amo n g th e

pe opl e . Cla ve l * ve ry i n ge n io u sly rema rks ,

‘

th a t i t is

e v ide n t , in re fe re n ce to th e l e ge n d , th a t a s Ba ld e r
’

sym

bo liz e s th e S u n -

g od , a n d Lok , D a rkn e s s , th i s se a rch for
th e mis t le to e w a s i n t e n d e d to d e prive th e g od ofDa rkn e ss
of th e powe r of d e s t roy i n g th e g od of L igh t . An d th e

d ist r ibu t ion of th e fragme n t s of th e mi s t le toe amo ng th e ir
p iou s wo rsh ippe rs , w a s to a ssure t h em t ha t h e n ce fo rth a
s imi la r a t t emp t of Lok wo u ld prove a bo r t ive , a n d h e wa s

thu s d e pr ive d of th e me a n s of e ffe c t i n g h is d e s ig n j’

Th e my rt le p e rfo rme d th e s ame ofli ce of symbo l i sm in

th e My s te r i e s of Gre e ce a s th e lo tu s d id in Egyp t , or th e
mis t l e to e amo n g th e Dru i ds . Th e ca n d ida t e , in th e se
i n i t i a t ion s , w a s crown e d w i th my r t le , b e ca u se , a cco rd i n g
to th e popul a r t h e o logy , th e my r t le w a s s a cre d to Pro se r
p i n e , th e godde ss of th e fu ture l ife . Eve ry cla ss i ca l
scho l a r w i l l remembe r t h e go ld e n bra n ch wi th wh i ch
E n e a s w a s suppl i e d by th e S iby l , b e fore proce e d i n g o n

h is jou rn e y to th e i n fe rn a l re g io n s t — a voy age which

H i s to ire P i t to re squ e d e s Re l ig io n s , t . i . p . 2 1 7 .

1
’ Accord i n g to To l a n d (Works , i . t h e fe s t i va l of s e a rch i n g ,

cu t t i n g , a n d co n s e cra t i n g t h e m i s t le to e , took p l a ce o n t h e l o t h of

Ma rch , o r Ne w Ye a r’s d a y .

“ Th i s ,” h e s ay s ,
“ i s t h e ce remo n y

to wh ich V irg i l a l l u d e s , by h i s g old e n bra n ck , in t h e S i x t h Bo ok
of t h e zE n e id .

” No d o u b t of i t ; fo r a ll t h e s e s a cre d p l a n t s h a d a

common o rIg In in some a n c ie n t a n d g e n e ra l symbo l i c i d e a .

1
“ Un d e r t h i s bra n ch is fig u re d t h e wre a t h of my rt le , w i t h

wh i ch th e i n i t i a t e d w e re crown e d a t t h e ce l e bra t io n of t h e

My s te rIe s .

” WARBURTON , D i v i n e L eg a t ion , vo l . i . p . 299 .
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is n ow u n ive rsa l ly a dmi t te d to b e a my th i ca l re pre se n t a
t ion of th e ce remo n i e s of i n i t i a t ion .

In a ll ofth e s e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s , wh i le t h e sa cre d pl a n t
Wa s a symbo l of i n i t i a t io n , th e i n i t i a t io n i t se lf w a s sym

h o l i c of th e re surre c t ion to a fu ture l ife , an d of th e im

mo r t a l i ty of th e sou l . In t h is v i e w , Fre ema son ry is to
u s n ow in th e pla ce of th e a n c i e n t i n i t i a t ion s , a n d th e

a ca c ia is sub s t i tu t e d for th e lo t u s , th e e r i ca , th e ivy , th e
mi s t l e to e , a n d th e my rt le . Th e le sson of wi sdom IS th e
same ; th e me d i um of imp a r t i n g it is a ll th a t h a s b e e n
ch a n ge d .

Re tu rn i n g , th e n , to th e a ca c i a , w e fi n d th a t it is capable
of thre e e xpla n a t io n s It is a symbo l of immo rt a l i ty
of i n n oce n c e , a n d of i n i t i a t io n . Bu t th e se thre e s ig n ifi

ca t ion s a re clos e ly co n n e c te d , a n d th a t con n e c t io n mu s t
b e ob se rve d , if w e d e s i re to ob ta i n a ju s t i n t e rpre ta t io n
of t h e symbo l . Thu s , in th i s o n e symbo l , w e a re t a ugh t
t ha t in th e i n i t i a t io n of l ife , of wh ich th e i n i t i a t io n in th e

th i rd d e gre e is s imply emblema t i c , i n n o ce n ce mu s t for a

t ime lie in th e gra ve , a t l e n gth , how e ve r , to b e ca l le d , by
th e wo rd of th e Gra n d Ma s t e r of th e Un ive rs e , to a bl i ssfu l
immor t a l i ty . Comb i n e wi th th i s th e re co l le c t io n of th e

pla ce wh e re th e spr ig of a ca c i a w a s pla n t e d , a n d wh ich I
h a ve h e re tofo re shown to b e Mou n t Ca lva ry , th e pla c e of

se pu l ture of H im w ho “ bro ugh t l ife a n d immo rta l i ty to
l igh t ,” a n d wh o , in Chri s t i a n Ma so n ry , is de s ign a t e d , a s
h e is in Scr ipture , a s

“ th e l io n of th e t ribe of Juda h ,”

a n d re membe r , too , th a t in th e my s t e ry of h is d e a th , t h e
wood of th e cro s s t a ke s t h e pla ce of th e a ca ci a , a n d in

t h i s l i t t l e a n d a ppa re n t ly i n s ign ifica n t symbo l , b u t wh i ch
is re a l ly a n d t ru ly t h e mos t impo rt a n t a n d s ign ific a n t o n e

in ma so n i c sc i e n ce , w e h a ve a be a u t ifu l sugge s t ion of a ll
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th e my s t e r i e s of l ife a n d d e a th , of t ime a n d e t e rn i ty , of
t h e pre se n t a n d of th e fu t ure . Thu s re a d (a n d t hu s a ll

’

o u r symbo ls sho u ld b e re a d) , Ma son ry prove s some th i n g
more to i t s d i sc iple s th a n a me re soc i a l so c i e ty or a ch a r i
ta ble a ssoc i a t ion . It be come s a

“ l amp to o u r fe e t ,
”

who se sp iri tu a l l igh t sh in e s o n th e d a rkn e ss of th e d e a th
b e d , a n d d iss ipa te s the gloomy sha dows of th e gra ve .
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propo se — a re b u t th e t re s t le bo a rd , who se de s ign s we
fo l low , for good or for e v i l , in o u r l a bo r of l ife .

Ea r th wo rks wi t h e ve ry comi n g spri n g , a n d wi th in
it s pro l ific bo som d e s ign s th e burs t i n g se e d ,

‘

th e t e n de r
pla n t , a n d th e fi n i sh e d t re e , upon it s t re s t le bo a rd .

O ld o ce a n Wo rk s fo re v e r—w re s t le s s a n d mu rmur i n g
b u t s t i l l bra ve ly work i n g ; a n d s to rms a n d t emp e s t s , th e
purifi e rs of s t agn a n t n a tu re , a re i n scr ibe d upon it s t re st le
bo a rd .

An d God h ims e lf, th e Gra n d Arch i t e ct , th e Ma s t e r
Bu i ld e r of th e wo rld , h a s l a bo re d from e t e rn i ty ; a n d

wo rk i n g by h is omn ipo te n t wi l l , h e In scr ibe s h is pla n s
upon i l l imi t a ble spa c e , for th e u n i ve rs e is h is t re s t le bo a rd .

Th e re w a s a say i n g of th e mo n ks of o ld wh ich is

w e l l wor th me d i ta t io n . Th e y t a ught t h a t “ l a éora re e s t

ora re
” —la bor is wo rs h ip . Th e y d id n o t , i t is t ru e ,

a lway s pra c t i se th e wi se pre ce p t . Th e y d id n o t a lwa y s
ma ke

t
la bor a pa r t of th e i r re l ig ion . L i ke O n u p hri u s ,

who l ive d thre e sco re y e a rs a n d t e n in th e d e se rt , wi thou t
huma n vorce or huma n sympa thy to ch e e r h im, b e ca u se
he ha d n o t l e a rn e d th a t ma n w a s ma d e for ma n , tho se
o ld

, asc~e t i cs We n t i n to t h e wi ld e rn e s s , a n d bu i l t c e l ls , a n d
o ccup i e d th e mse lve s In so l i ta ry me d i t a t io n a n d p rofi t le ss

though t . Th e y praye d mu ch , b u t th e y d i d n o wo rk .

A n d thu s t h e y pa sse d th e i r l ive s , giv i n g n o p i ty , a id ,

or con so la t ion to th e i r fe llow -me n , a dd in g n o mi t e to

th e t re a sury of huma n kn owle dge , a n d l e a v i n g th e wo rld ,
wh e n th e i r se lfish p i lgr ima ge w a s fin i sh e d , wi thou t a

s i n gl e co n t r ib u t io n , in la bo r of min d or body , to i t s

A

lA‘”A I
*

1s tio t le Says, H e t h a t ca n n o t con t ra ct soc ie ty w i th o th e rs ,
or whowth ro u g h h is own se lf- su ffi cie n cy [a v t dgxsmr] , do e s n o t
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An d me n , s e e i n g th e u se l e ssn e ss of t he se a sce t i c l ive s ,
shr i n k n ow from th e i r e xample , a n d fa l l ba ck upon tha t
wi se r t e a ch i n g , th a t h e be st do e s God’s wi l l who b e s t
doe s God’s wo rk . Th e wo rld n ow kn ows th a t h e a v e n
is n o t s e rve d by ma n

’

s

,

i dl e n e ss— tha t th e d olce fa r

n i e n t e ,
”
though it migh t su i t a n I ta l i a n la zza ron i , is n o t

fi t for a bra ve Chri s t ia n ma n , a n d tha t th e y who wou ld
d o righ t ly , a n d a c t w e l l the i r pa r t , mu s t t a ke t h i s d i s t i ch
for th e i r mo t to :

Wi th t h i s h a n d work , a n d w i th t h e o th e r p ray ,
An d God w i l l b l e s s t h em bo t h from d ay to d ay .

Now , th i s doct r in e , tha t la bo r is wo rsh ip , is th e ve ry
doc t r i n e th a t h a s b e e n a dva n ce d a n d ma in ta i n e d ,from t ime
immemo r i a l , a s a le a d i n g dogma of th e Orde r Of‘

Fre ema

so u ry . Th e re is n o o th e r huma n i n s t i tu t io n u n de r th e s u n

wh ich h a s se t fo rth th i s gre a t pri n c iple in such bo ld re

l i e f. We h e a r co n s ta n t ly ofFre ema so n ry a s a n i n st i tu t ion
tha t i n c

’

ulca t e s mo ra l i ty , tha t fo st e rs th e so ci a l fe e l in g ,
tha t t e a ch e s bro th e rly love ; a n d a ll th i s is we l l , be ca u se
i t is t ru e ; b u t w e mus t n e ve r fo rge t th a t from it s fo u n d a

tron - s to n e to i ts p i n n a cle , a ll ove r it s va s t t empl e , is
i n scribe d , in symbo ls of l iv in g l igh t , th e gre a t tru th th a t
la kor is worsk ip .

It h a s b e e n suppos e d t ha t , be ca u se w e spe a k ofIEre e
ma son ry a s a spe cu la t ive sy s t em, it h a s n p th ing f

r

‘

tlg i d o

wi th th e pra ct i ca l . Bu t th i s is a

Fre ema son ry is , i t is t ru e , a spe cula t ive sc i e n ce , b u t i t
is a spe cu la t ive sc i e n ce ba se d upon

'

a n ope rat i ve a rt .

All i t s symbo ls a n d a l le go ri e s refe r to th i s co n n e c t io n .

n e e d i t , forms n o p a rt of th e commu n i ty , b u t is e i th e r a w i ld be a s t
or a g od .

”
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It s ve ry la n gu age is bo rrowe d from th e a rt , a n d it is

s in gu la rly sugge s t ive tha t t h e i n i t i a t io n of a ca n d ida t e
i n to i ts my s t e r i e s is ca l l e d , in i t s p e cu l i a r phra se o logy ,
work .

I re p e a t th a t th i s e xpre ss io n is s i n gu l a rly sugge s t ive .

Wh e n th e lodge is e n ga ge d in re a d in g p e t i t ion s , h e a r i n g
re po r ts , d e ba t in g fi n a n c i a l ma t t e rs , it is s a i d to b e o cc u

pi e d in ku s i n e ss ; b u t wh e n it is e n gage d in th e fo rm a n d

ce re mo n y of i n i t i a t ion i n to a n y of th e de gre e s , it is s a i d
to b e a t work . In i t i a t ion is ma so n i c la bo r . Th i s phra
se o log y a t o n ce sugge s ts t h e con n e ct io n ofo u r sp e cu la t i ve
sy s t em wi th a n op e ra t i ve a rt th a t pre ce d e d it , a n d upo n
wh ich i t h a s be e n fou n de d . Th i s op e ra t ive a rt mu st
ha ve give n it fo rm a n d fe a ture s a n d o rga n i z a t ion . If

th e sp e cu l a t ive sy s t em h a d b e e n fou n de d so l e ly o n ph i l
osop h ica l or e th i ca l pr in c ipl e s , if i t h a d b e e n d e r ive d
from some a n c i e n t or mode rn se c t of ph i lo soph e rs ,
from th e S to i cs , th e Epi cu re a n s , or th e Pl a to n i s t s of th e

h e a th e n wo rld , or from a n y of th e ma n y d iv i s ion s of th e

scho la s t i cs of th e mi ddl e a ge s , - th i s o rigi n wou ld mo s t

ce r ta i n ly h a ve a ffe c t e d i ts i n t e r io r o rga n i z a t io n a s we l l
a s it s e xt e rn a l fo rm, a n d w e shou ld h a ve s e e n o u r mode rn
ma so n i c re u n ion s a ssumi n g th e s ty l e of a ca demi e s or

schoo ls . I t s t e chn i ca l l a n gu age — fo r, l ike e ve ry in st it u
t io n i so la t e d from t h e o rd in a ry a n d ge n e ra l purs u i t s of

ma n k i n d , it wou ld h a v e h a d i t s ow n t e ch n i ca l d i a le ct
wo u ld h a ve be e n bo rrow e d from, a n d wou ld b e e a s i ly
t ra ce d to ,

th e pe cu l i a r ph ra s e o logy of th e ph i lo soph i c
se c t s whi ch h a d giv e n i t b i rth . Th e re wo u ld h a ve
be e n th e s op /l is ts a n d th e jok i los opk e rs ,

’

th e g ramma

t i s t s a n d th e g ramma r i a n s
,

’

th e s ckola rs , th e ma s t ers ,

a n d
“

th e d octors . It would h a ve h a d i t s t riv i a l a n d it s
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h a ve it , th e doz e; réxmw
, th e ch i e f wo rkma n ,

- u n de r
whom w e a re a ll wo rkme n a lso ; a n d h e n ce o u r la bo r is
h is wo rsh ip .

Th i s i de a , th e n , of ma son i c la bo r , is close ly co n n e ct e d
w i th th e h i s to ry '

of th e o rga n i z a t io n of th e i n s t i tu t io n .

Wh e n we say
“ th e lodge is a t wo rk ,” w e r e cogn i z e th a t

i t is in th e l e gi t ima t e p ra c t ic e of th a t o ccupa t ion for

wh ich '

it w a s o r igi n a l ly i n t e n de d . Th e Ma so n s th a t a re

i n i t a re n o t o ccup i e d in th i n k i n g , or Spe cu la t i n g , or

re a son i n g , b u t s imply a n d emph a t i ca l ly in work i n g .

Th e du ty of a IVIa son a s such
, in h is lodge , is to wo rk .

Th e re by h e a ccompl ish e s th e d e s t i n y of h is Orde r .
Th e re by h e be s t fu lfi ls h is obl iga t io n to th e Gra n d
Arch i t e c t , for w i th th e Ma so n la kora re e s t ora re la bor
is

’ wo rsh ip .

Th e impo rt a n ce of ma son i c labo r b e i n g thu s d emon

s tra t e d , th e qu e s t ion n e xt a r i se s a s to th e n a ture of th a t
labo r . Wh a t is th e wo rk tha t a Ma son is ca l le d upon
to p e rfo rm?

Temple bu i ld i n g w a s th e o r ig in a l o ccupa t io n of ou r

a n c i e n t bre t hre n . Le a v i n g ou t of v i e w tha t sy s t em of

e th i cs a n d of re l ig iou s ph i lo sophy , tha t se a rch aft e r t ru th ,
t ho se do ct r i n e s of th e u n i ty of God a n d th e immo rt a l i ty
of th e sou l , wh ich a l i ke d i st i n gu i sh th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s
a n d th e ma son i c i n s t i tu t ion , a n d wh ich bo th mu s t h a ve d e
r ive d from a commo n o r igin , mo st probably from some

pr i e s thood of t h e o l de n t ime , le t o u r a t t e n t io n h e e xclu
s ive ly d i re c t e d , for th e pre s e n t , to th a t p e r iod , so fami l i a r
to e ve ry Ma son , wh e n , u n d e r th e suppo se d Gra n d Ma s

“ De r Arbe i t e r, s ay s Le n n i n g , i s t d e r
'
symb o l isch e Name

e in e s Fre ima u re rs ” —t h e Wo rkma n is t h e symbo l i c n ame of a

Fre ema so n . E n cy clop . d e r F ra u me re re i .
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t e rsh ip ofKi n g So lomo n , Fre ema so n ry fi rs t a ssume d a

loca l h a b i t a t io n a n d a n ame
”
in th e ho ly c i ty ofJe ru sa

lem. The re t h e la bo r of th e Isra e l i t e s a n d th e ski l l of
th e Ty r i a n s we re o ccup i e d in th e con s tru ct ion of tha t
n oble t emple who se spl e n do r a n d magn ifice n ce of de co
ra t io n ma de i t o n e of t h e wo n de rs of th e wo rld .

H e re , th e n , w e se e th e two u n i t e d n a t io n s d i re ct i n g
the i r a t t e n t io n , wi th surpr i s i n g ha rmo n y , to th e t a sk of

t empl e bu i ld i n g . Th e Ty r i a n wo rkme n , comi n g imme

d ia t e ly from t h e bo som of th e my st i ca l Soc i e ty ofD ion ys ia n
a rt ifi c e rs , who se so le employme n t w a s th e e re ct ion of

s a cre d e d ifice s throughou t a ll As i a Min o r , i n do c tr i n a t e d
t h e Je ws wi t h a pa rt of th e i r a rch i te c tura l sk i l l , a n d

b e s towe d upo n t hem a lso a kn owl e dge of tho se s a cre d
My s t e r i e s wh ich t he y h a d pra ct is e d a t Ty re , a n d from
wh i ch th e pre se n t i n t e r io r fo rm of Fre ema son ry is sa i d
to b e de r ive d .

Now , if th e re b e a n y so i n cre du lou s a s to re fus e th e i r
a sse n t t o t h e u n i ve rsa l ly re ce ive d ma son i c t ra d i t ion o n

t h i s subje ct , if th e re b e a n y w ho wou ld de n y a ll con

n e c t io n ofKi n g So lomo n wi th th e o rigi n ofFre ema son ry ,
e xce pt it b e in a my th ica l or symbo l i ca l s e n se , such
i n cre du l i ty wi l l n o t a t a ll a ffe ct th e cha i n of a rgume n t

wh ich I am d ispos e d to u se . For it wi l l n o t b e de n i e d
t h a t th e co rpo ra t io n s of bu i lde rs in th e middle a ge s ,
thos e me n w h o we re kn own a s

“ Tra ve l l i n g Fre ema

so n s
,

” we re subs ta n t i a l a n d co rpo re a l , a n d th a t t h e

ca th e dra ls , a bbe y s , a n d p a la ce s , who se ru i n s a re s t i l l
obje c t s of a dmi ra t io n to a ll obse rve rs , be a r con clus i ve
t e s t imon y tha t th e i r e x is t e n ce w a s n o th i n g l ik e a my th ,
a n d th a t th e i r l abo rs w e re n o t a pocrypha l . Bu t th e se
Trave l l in g Fre ema so n s , whe th e r le d i n to th e e rro r , if
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e rro r i t b e , by a mi s t ake n re a d i n g of h i sto ry , or by a

supe rs t i t io u s re ve re n ce for t ra d i t ion
, a lway s e s t e eme d

Ki n g So lomo n a s th e fo u n d e r of th e i r O rd e r . So tha t
th e fi rs t a bso l u t e ly h is to r i ca l d e t a i ls th a t w e h a v e of th e

ma son i c i n s t i tu t io n , co n n e ct i t wi th th e i de a of a t empl e .

An d it is o n ly for th i s i de a th a t I con t e n d , for i t prove s
th a t th e fi rs t Fre ema so n s of whom w e h a ve a u th e n t i c
re co rd , wh e the r th e y we re a t Je ru sa lem or in Europe

,

a n d wh e the r th e y flou r i sh e d a thou sa n d y e a rs b e fo re or

a thou sa n d y e a rs aft e r th e b i rt h of Chri st , a lway s su p

pose d th a t t empl e bu i ld i n g w a s th e pe cu l i a r spe c i a l ty
of th e i r cra ft , a n d th a t th e i r labo r w a s to b e th e e re ct ion
of t emple s in a n c i e n t t ime s , a n d ca th e dra ls a n d church e s
in th e Chri s t i a n a g e .

So th a t w e come ba ck a t la s t to th e proposit ion wi th
wh ich I h a d comme n ce d , n ame ly : th a t t empl e bu i ld i n g
w a s th e o r ig i n a l o ccupa t io n of o u r a n ci e n t bre th re n .

An d to t h is is a dde d th e fa ct , th a t a ft e r a lo n g l a pse of

ce n tur i e s
, a body of me n is fou n d in th e mi dd le a ge s wh o

we re u n i ve rsa l ly re cogn i z e d a s Fre ema son s , a n d wh o

d i re c t e d th e i r a t te n t ion a n d th e i r ski l l to th e s ame pu r
su i t , a n d w e re e n gage d in th e co n s tru c t io n of ca th e dra ls ,
abbe y s , a n d o th e r s a cre d e d ifice s , th e se be i n g th e Chri s t i a n
subs t i tu t e for th e h e a th e n or th e Ie w ish t empl e .

An d th e re fo re , wh e n w e v i e w th e h i s to ry of th e Orde r
a s thu s de ve lop e d in it s o r igi n a n d its d e s ign , w e a re

ju s t ifi e d in s ay i n g t h a t , in a ll t ime s pa st , i ts membe rs
h a ve b e e n re cogn i z e d a s me n of l abo r

,
a n d th a t t h e i r

l a bo r h a s b e e n t emple bu i ld i n g .

Bu t o u r a n c i e n t bre thre n wrough t in bo th ope ra t ive
a n d spe cu l a t ive Ma so n ry , wh i l e w e wo rk o n ly in sp e e n

la t i ve . Th e y wo rk e d w i th th e h a n d ; w e wo rk w i t h th e
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Two t emple s h a ve b e e n d e s t roy e d , b u t th e th i rd wi l l e n
dure fo re ve r ,” in wh i ch it is ma n ife s t t h a t th e y re fe rre d to
th e t e mple of t h e immo r t a l sou l in ma n .

By a s imi l a r a l lu s io n , wh i ch , howe ve r , th e Je w s chos e
w i lfu l ly to mi su n d e rs t a n d , Chr is t d e cla re d , De s troy th i s
t empl e , a n d in thre e day s I wi l l ra i s e i t up . An d th e

be love d d i sc ipl e , who re co rd s th e con ve rsa t io n , doe s n o t

a l low u s to do ub t of th e Sa viou r’s me a n i n g .

Th e n sa i d th e Je ws , Fo r ty a n d s ix y e a rs w a s th i s
t empl e in bu i ld i n g , a n d w i l t thou re a r i t up in thre e
days ?

Bu t h e spa k e of th e t emple of h is body .

”

In more th a n o n e pl a c e th e a po s t le Pa u l h a s fon dly
dwe l t upo n th i s me ta pho r . Th u s h e t e l ls th e Co r i n th i a n s
t ha t th e y a re God’s b u ild in fr a n d h e ca l l s h imse lf th e
wi s e ma s t e r bu i ld e r ,” w ho w a s to lay th e fo u n da t ion in

h is t ru thfu l do c tr i n e , upo n wh i ch th e y w e re to e re c t th e
e d ifi ce .1

' A n d h e s ay s to th e m imme d i a t e l y a ft e rwa rd s
Kn ow y e n o t th a t y e a re th e t emple of God , a n d tha t

th e Spi r i t of God dw e l le th in yo u ?
”

In co n se qu e n ce of th e se t e a ch i n gs of th e a po st l e s , th e
i d e a tha t th e body w a s a t emple h a s p e rva d e d , from t h e

e a rl i e s t t ime s to th e pre se n t d ay , th e sy s t em of Chri s t i a n
or th e o logi ca l symbo l i sm. I n d e e d , i t h a s some t ime s be e n
ca rr i e d to a n a lmo s t too fa n c ifu l e xce ss . Thu s S amu e l
Le e , in t ha t cur io u s a n d ra re o ld wo rk , “ Tk e Temp le of
Solomon , p ou rt ray e d ky S crip t u re n k t ,

”
thu s d i la t e s

o n th i s symbo l i sm of th e t empl e :

Th e fou n d a t ion of th i s t emple may b e la i d in h u

mil ity
’

a n d co n t r i t ion of sp i r i t , wh e re i n th e i n ha bi t e r of

Joh n i i i . 1 9—2 1 . 1 1 Co r i n t h . i i i . 9 .
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e t e rn i ty d e l igh t e th to dw e l l ; w e may re fe r th e p ore /z to
t h e mou th of a s a i n t , wh e re i n e ve ry ho ly Ja cob e re c t s th e

p i lla rs of God’s pra i s e , ca l l i n g u po n a n d ble ss i n g h is
n ame for re ce i ve d me rc i e s : whe n so ngs ofde l ive ra n ce a re

u t t e re d from t h e d oors of h is l ips . Th e koly p la ce is th e

re n e we d mi n d , a n d th e w i n d ows th e re i n may de n o t e
d iv i n e i l l umi n a t ion from a bove , ca u t io n i n g a sa i n t l e s t
the y b e d a rke n e d wi th th e smoke of a n ge r , th e mi s t of

gri e f, th e du s t of va i n - glo ry ,
or th e fi l thy mi re Of wo rld ly

ca re s . Th e g old e n ca n d le s t i cks , th e i n fuse d h ab i t s of

d iv in e kn owle dge re s t i n g wi th in th e sou l . Th e skew

5re a d , th e wo rd of gra ce e xh ib i t e d in th e promise s for
th e pre se rva t io n of a Chri st i a n ’

s l ife a n d glo ry . Th e

g old e n a l t a r of odo rs , th e bre a th i ngs , suffe ri n gs , a n d

gro a n i n gs a ft e r Go d , re a dy to bre a k fo rth i n to Abba ,
Fa th e r . Th e v e i l e s , th e r igh t e ou sn e ss of Chri s t . Th e

koly of kol i e s may re la t e to th e co n sci e n ce pu rifi e d from
d e a d wo rks a n d brough t i n to a h e a ve n ly frame .

”
An d

t hu s h e pro ce e ds , symbo l i z i n g e ve ry p a r t a n d u t e n s i l of
th e t emple a s a l l ud i n g to some e mo t io n or affe ct io n of

ma n , b u t i n la n guage too t e d ious for quo t a t io n .

In a s imi la r ve i n h a s th e ce le bra t e d Joh n Bu ny a n , t h e

a u thor of th e “Pi lg r im’

s Prog re ss , proce e d e d in h is

Temp le of S olomon Sp iri t u a l iz e d ,
”
to re fe r e ve ry pa rt

of tha t bu i ld i n g to a symbo l i c me a n i n g , se le ct i n g , h ow
e ve r , t h e church , or con gre ga t io n of good me n ,

ra th e r
t ha n th e i n d iv idua l ma n , a s th e obj e c t of th e symbo l i sm.

In th e mi ddle a ge s th e H e rme t i c ph i losoph e rs se em to

h a ve give n th e same i n t e rpre t a t io n of t h e t emple , a n d

Swe de n bo rg , in h is my s t i ca l wri t i n gs , a dop t s t h e i de a .

O rb is M ira cu lu m, or th e Temp le o f So lomo n , po u rtray e d by
Scr ip t u re L ig h t , ch . i x . p . 1 92 . Lon do n , 1 659 .

1 8
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H i tch cock , wh o h a s wri tt e n a n a dmi ra bl e l i t t l e work
o n Swe de n bo rg co n s i de re d a s a H e rme t i c Ph i lo soph e r ,
t hu s a l l u d e s to t h i s subj e ct , a n d h is l a n guage , a s tha t of
a le a rn e d a n d shre wd In ve s t iga to r , is w e l l worthy of

quo ta t ion
Wi th , p e rh a p s , th e majo r i ty of re a de rs , th e Ta be rn a

cle of Mose s a n d th e Temple of So lomo n w e re me re
bu i ld i n gs ; v e ry magn ifice n t i n d e e d , b u t s t i l l me re bu i ld
i n gs for th e wo rsh ip of God . Bu t some a re s truck wi t h
ma n y port ion s of th e a ccoun t of th e i r e re c t io n , a dmi t t i n g
a mo ra l i n t e rpre t a t io n a n d wh i l e th e bu i ld i n gs a re a l low e d
to s t a n d (or to h a ve s tood o n ce ) v i s ibl e obj e ct s , t he se in
t e rp re t e rs a re d e l igh t e d to me e t wi th i n d i ca t io n s th a t
Mo s e s a n d So lomo n

,
in bu i ld i n g th e t empl e s , w e re wi se

i n t h e kn owl e dge of God a n d of ma n ; from whi ch po i n t
i t is n o t d ifli c u lt to pa s s o n to th e mo ra l me a n i n g a l to
ge th e r , a n d to affi rm th a t th e bu i ld i n g wh ich w a s e re c t e d
w i thou t ‘th e n o i se of a h amme r or a xe , o r a n y too l of
i ro n ,

’
w a s a l toge th e r a mo ra l bu i ld i n g— a bu i ld i n g of

God , n o t ma de wi th h a n ds : in sho r t , ma n y s e e in t h e

sto ry of So lomon
’

s t empl e a symbo l i ca l re pre se n t a t io n
of MAN a s th e t empl e of God , wi t h i ts koly of k a li e s

de e p - s e a t e d in th e c e n t re of th e h uma n

Th e Fre n ch Ma so n s h a v e n o t b e e n in a t t e n t iv e to th i s
symbo l i sm. Th e i r a l re a dy quo t e d e xpre ss io n t ha t t h e

Fre e ma son s bu i ld t empl e s for v i r tu e a n d du n ge o n s for
v i ce ,” h a s v e ry cl e a rly a re fe re n ce to i t , a n d th e i r mo s t

d i st i n gu i sh e d wri t e rs n e ve r lo se s igh t of i t .

Swe d e n borg a H e rme t i c Ph i lo soph e r, &c .
, p . 2 10. Th e obj e ct

of t h e a u t ho r i s to sh ow t h a t t h e Swe d i sh s a g e wa s a n a d e p t , a n d

t h a t h i s wri t i n g s may b e i n t e rp re t e d from t h e p o i n t of v i e w of

He rme t i c ph i lo sophy ,
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ra ce by a re con s tru ct ion of it s soc i a l a n d re l ig iou s e le

me n t s .

at

Th e Ma so n s ofG e rma n y h a ve e la bo ra t e d th i s i d e a wi th
a ll th e e xh a u s t i ve n e ss t h a t is p e cu l ia r to th e G e rma n

mi n d , a n d th e ma son i c l i t e ra ture of t h a t coun t ry a bou n ds
in e ssay s , l e cture s , a n d t re a t i s e s , in w h i ch th e promi n e n t
top ic is th i s bu i ld i n g ofth e So lomo n i c t empl e a s re fe rr i n g
to th e con s t ruc t ion of a mo ra l templ e .

Thu s wri t e s Bro . Rhod e , ofBe rl i n
So soo n a s a n y o n e h a s re c e i ve d th e con se cra t ion of

o u r O rd e r , w e say to h im th a t w e a re bu i ld in g a mys t i ca l
t empl e a n d h e a dd s tha t “ th i s t empl e wh ich w e Ma so n s

a re bu i ld i n g is n o th i n g e lse th a n th a t wh i ch wi l l co n duce
to th e gre a t e s t p o s s ibl e h a pp i n e ss ofma n k i n d .

”

1
'

A n d a n o th e r G e rma n bro th e r , V on We de ki n d
,
a sse rt s

tha t “ w e o n ly labo r in o u r t empl e wh e n w e ma ke ma n

o u r pre domi n a t in g obj e ct , wh e n w e u n i t e goodn e ss of

h e a r t wi th po l i sh e d ma n n e rs , tru t h w i th be a u ty , v i rtu e
wi t h
Aga i n w e h a ve Re i n ho ld t e l l i n g u s , in t ru e Te u to n i c

e xpa n s i v e n e ss of e xpre ss io n , th a t by th e my s t i ca l So lo
mo n i c t e mple w e a re to u n d e rs ta n d th e h igh id e a l or

a rch e type of huma n i ty in t h e be s t po s s i bl e co n d i t ion of

so c i a l improv eme n t , wh e re in e v e ry e v i l i n cl i n a t ion is

ove rcome
, e ve ry pa ss io n is re so lve d i n to th e sp i r i t of

H i s to ire d e la M a g i e , l i v . v . ch . v i i . p . 100.

1
' Vo r le s u n g fi b e r d a s Symbo l d e s Temp e l s , in t h e “

Ja rbUCh e rn

d e r Gro s s . Lo g e Roy . Yo rk z u r Fre u n d sc h a f ci t e d by Le n n i n g ,

E n cy c . , vo c . Temyfie l .

{ In a n Es s a y o n t h e Ma so n i c Id e a of M a n
’
s D e s t i n a t io n , c i t e d

b y L e n n in g , u t s up ra ,
from th e A l t e n b u rg Z e i t sckift d e r F re i

ma u re re i .
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love , a n d wh e re in e a ch for a ll , a n d a ll for e a ch
,
k i n dly

s t r ive to
An d thu s th e Ge rma n Ma so n s ca l l th i s s tr i vi n g for a n

a lmo s t mi l l e n n i a l re su l t la kor i n t k e t emp le .

Th e En gl i sh Ma son s , a l though th e y h a ve n o t t re a t e d
th e symbo l i sm of th e Ord e r w i th t h e s ame a bs t ru se in ve s
t ig a t io n th a t h a s d i st in gu i she d those of G e rma ny a n d

Fra n ce , s t i l l h a v e n o t b e e n i n se n s ibl e to th i s i de a th a t
th e bu i ld i n g of th e So lomo n i c t empl e is in t e n de d to

i n dica t e a cu l t iva t ion of t h e huma n cha ra c t e r . Thu s
Hu tch in so n , o n e of t h e e a rl i e st of th e symbo l i c wri t e rs
of En gla n d , shows a v e ry compe t e n t co n c e p t io n — for

th e a g e in wh ich h e l ive d— of t h e my s t i ca l me a n i n g of

t h e t emple ; a n d la t e r wri te rs h a ve improve d upo n h is
crud e v i ews . It mu st , howe ve r , b e a ckn owl e dge d th a t
n e i th e r Hu tch i n son n or O l i ve r , n or a n y o th e r of th e d is
t in g u ish e d ma so n i c wr i te rs of E n gla n d , h a s dwe l t o n th i s
p e cu l ia r symbo l i sm of a mo ra l t emple wi th tha t e a rn e st
a ppre c i a t io n of th e i de a th a t is to b e fou n d in th e wo rks
of th e Fre n ch a n d Ge rma n Ma son s . Bu t a l though th e

a l l u s ion s a re ra the r ca su a l a n d i n c i de n t a l , y e t th e symbo l i c
th e o ry is e v i de n t ly re cog n iz e d sf
Our own cou n t ry h a s produce d ma n y s tude n t s of lVIa

so n i c symbo l i sm, w ho h a ve tho roughly gra spe d th i s n oble
though t , a n d t re a t e d it wi th e loqu e n ce a n d e rud i t ion .

F ifty y e a rs a g o S a l em Town e wro t e t hu s Sp e cu la

C i te d by Le n n i n g , u t s up .

1
‘ Th u s Dr. O l ive r , w h i l e t re a t i n g of t h e re l a t io n of t h e t emp l e

to t h e lo d g e , t h u s br ie fly a l l u d e s to t h i s imp o rt a n t symbo l : “ A s

o u r a n c ie n t bre t h re n e re ct e d a ma t e r i a l t emp l e , w i t h o u t t h e u se

of a xe , h amme r, o r me t a l too l , so is o u r mora l t emp le co n

s tru c t e d . H is t orica l L a n dma rks , le c t . xxx i .
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t ive Ma so n ry , a cco rd i n g to pre se n t a cce pt a t ion , h a s a n

u l t ima t e re fe re n ce to th a t spi r i tu a l bu i ld in g e re c t e d by
v i r tu e in th e h e a rt , a n d s u mma r i ly impl i e s th e a rra n ge
me n t a n d p e rfe c t io n of tho s e ho ly a n d subl ime pri n c iple s
by wh ich t h e sou l is fi t t e d for a me e t t empl e of God in a

wo rld of immo rt a l i ty .

”

Cha rl e s Sco t t h a s d e vo t e d on e of th e l e c ture s in h is

An a logy of An c i e n t Cra ft Ma so n ry to Na t ura l a n d Re

v e a le d Re l ig ion ”
to a tho ro ugh co n s i d e ra t ion of th i s su b

je c t . Th e la n gu age is too lon g for quo ta t ion ,
b u t th e

symbo l h a s be e n w e l l i n t e rpre t e d by h im. i
'

S t i l l mo re re ce n t ly , Bro . Joh n A . Lodo r h a s t re a t e d th e
top i c in a n e s say , whi ch I re gre t h a s n o t h a d a la rge r c i r
cu la t io n . A s i n gl e a n d bri e f p a ssage may show th e sp ir i t
of t h e produc t ion , a n d h ow comple t e ly i t su s ta i n s th e i d e a
of t h i s symbo l i sm.

W e may d i sgu i se it a s w e wi l l , say s Bro . Lodo r ,
w e may e va de a scru t i n y of i t ; b u t o u r ch a ra c t e r , a s it

is , wi th i t s fa u l ts a n d bl emi sh e s , i t s w e a kn e sse s a n d in

fi rmi t ie s , i t s v i ce s a n d i ts s t a i n s , toge the r wi t h i t s re de e m
in g t ra i t s , it s be t t e r pa rt s , is o u r spe cu la t ive t emple .

”

An d h e go e s o n to e x t e n d th e symbo l i c i de a L i ke th e
e xempla r t e mpl e o n Mo u n t Mo r i a h , it shou ld b e pre s e rve d
a s a h a l low e d shr i n e

, a n d gu a rde d w i th th e s ame v igi la n t
ca re . I t sho u ld b e o u r p e a rl of pri ce s e t ro u n d wi th
w a l ls a n d e n clo su re s , e v e n a s w a s th e Je wi sh t empl e , a n d
th e impure , th e v i c iou s , t h e gu i l ty , a n d th e profa n e b e
ba n i she d from e v e n i t s o u t e r cour ts . A fa i thfu l s e n t i n e l
shou ld b e pla ce d a t e v e ry ga t e , a wa t chma n o n e v e ry

Sy s t em of Sp e cu l a t i ve Ma so n ry , ch . v i . p . 63 .

1
' O n t h e Sp e cu l a t i ve Temp le — a n e s s ay re a d in 1 86 1 be fore

t h e Gra n d Lo d g e of A la bama .
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t h a t h e h a s don e h is la bo r . An d so mu st th e Fre ema son

l a bo r . H is la bo r mu s t b e v i s ible to h imse lf a n d to h is

bre th re n , or, a t l e a s t , it mu s t co n duce to h is ow n i n t e rn a l
s a t i sfa c t io n . A s w e bu i ld n e i th e r a v i s ibl e So lomo n i c
t e mpl e n or a n Egyp t ia n py rami d , o u r In du s t ry mu s t
be come V i s Ib le in wo rks th a t a re impe r i sh a ble , so tha t
whe n w e va n i sh from th e e y e s of mo rt a ls i t may b e sa i d
of u s t ha t o u r la bo r w a s we l l don e .

”

An d remembe r i n g wh a t th e a po st le h a s sa i d , th a t we
a re th e t empl e ofGod , a n d th a t th e Sp ir i t ofGod dwe l le t h
in u s , w e kn ow th a t o u r la bor is so to bu i ld th a t t empl e
t h a t i t sh a l l b e come wo rthy of it s d iv i n e Dwe l l e r .
An d t hu s , too , a t la s t , w e c a n u n d e rs t a n d th e s ay i n g

of th e o ld mo n ks th a t labo r is wo rsh ip a n d a s Ma son s

w e l a bo r in o u r lodge , l a bo r to ma ke ou rse lve s a p e rfe ct
bu i ld i n g , wi thou t ble mi sh , wo rk i n g hop efu l ly for th e co n

s umma t io n , wh e n th e ho u se ofo u r e a rthly ta be rn a cl e sh a l l
b e fi n ish e d , wh e n t h e LOST WORD of d iv i n e t ru th sha l l a t
la s t b e d iscove re d , a n d wh e n w e sh a l l b e fo u n d b y o u r

ow n e ffo rt s a t p e rfe c t io n to h a ve do n e God se rv i ce . For

so t ru ly is th e me a n in g of tho s e n oble wo rds—LABOR
IS WORSH IP .



XXX .

THE STONE OF FOUNDATION .
*

HE S to n e of Fou n da t ion co n s t i tu t e s o n e of th e

mos t impo rt a n t a n d a bst ru se of a ll th e symbo ls
of Fre ema so n ry . It is re fe rr e d to in n ume rou s

l e ge n ds a n d t ra d i t io n s , n o t o n ly of th e Fre e ma son s , b u t

a lso of th e
'

Je w ish Rabb i n s , th e Ta lmud i c wri t e rs , a n d

e ve n th e Mu ssulma n docto rs . Ma n y of th e s e , it mu s t h e
con fe sse d

, a re a ppa re n t ly pu e r i le a n d a bsurd ; b u t some

of th em
, a n d e spe c i a l ly th e ma so n i c o n e s , a re de e ply

i n t e re s t i n g in th e i r a l le go ri ca l s ign ifica t io n .

Th e S to n e of Fou n da t io n is , prope rly spe a ki n g , a

symbo l of th e h igh e r d e gre e s . I t ma ke s it s fi rs t a ppe a r
a n ce in th e Roy a l Arch , a n d fo rms , i n de e d , th e mo s t

impo rt a n t symbo l of th a t d e gre e . Bu t it is so i n t ima t e ly
con n e c t e d , in i t s l e ge n d a ry h i s to ry , wi th th e con s t ruc t io n
of th e So lomo n i c t empl e , th a t it mu s t b e co n s id e re d a s

a pa rt of An c i e n t Craft Ma so n ry , a l though h e w h o co n

fin e s th e ra n ge of
'

h is i n ve s t iga t io n s to th e fi rs t thre e

A p ort io n of t h i s e s s a y , b u t i n a ve ry a br id g e d form, w a s u s e d

by t h e a u t h o r i n h is wo rk o n Cry p t i c Ma so n ry .
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d e g re e s , w il l h a ve n o me a n s , w i th i n th a t n a rrow l imi t ,
of prope rly a ppre c i a t i n g th e symbo l ism of th e S ton e of

Fou n da t io n .

A S pre l imi n a ry to th e i n qu i ry wh i ch is a bou t to b e
i n s t i tu t e d , i t is n e ce s sa ry to d i s t i n gu i sh th e S ton e of

Fo u n da t io n , bo th in i t s symbo l i sm a n d in i t s l e ge n da ry
h i s to ry , from o th e r s ton e s wh i ch p lay a n impo rt a n t pa r t
i n t h e ma son i c r i tu a l , b u t wh ich a re e n t i re ly d i s t i n c t
from i t . Such a re th e corn e r - s t on e , wh ich w a s a lwa y s
pla c e d in th e n o r th - e a s t co rn e r of th e bu i ld in g a bou t to
b e e re c te d , a n d to wh ich su ch a be a u t ifu l re fe re n ce is
ma d e in t h e ce remo n i e s of th e fi rs t d e gre e ; or th e key

s t on e , wh ich con s t i tu t e s a n i n t e re s t i n g pa rt of th e Ma rk
Ma s t e r’s d e gre e ; or, la s t ly , th e cap e - s t on e , upon wh ich
a ll th e. r i tu a l of th e Mo s t Exce l le n t Ma s t e r’s de gre e is
foun d e d . Th e se a re a ll , in th e i r prope r p la c e s , h ighly
i n t e re s t i n g a n d i n s t ruc t ive symbo ls , b u t h a ve n o co n n e c
t ion wha t e ve r w i th th e S to n e of Fo u n d a t io n or i ts sym

h o l i sm. Nor, a l though th e S to n e of Fo u n da t ion is s a i d
,

for p e cu l i a r re a so n s , to h a ve be e n ofa cub ica l fo rm, mu s t
i t b e co n fou n de d w i th tha t s to n e ca l l e d by th e co n t i n e n t a l
Ma so n s t h e cu bi ca l s t on e — th e p i e rre cu kig u e of th e

Fre n ch , a n d th e cu kik s t e i n of th e G e rma n Ma so n s , b u t

wh ich in th e E n gl i sh sy s tem is kn own a s th e p erfe ct

a skla r .

Th e S to n e of Fo u n da t io n h a s a l e ge n da ry h i s to ry a n d

a symbo l i c s ign ifica t io n wh ich a re pe cu l ia r to i ts e lf, a n d
wh ich d iffe r from th e h i s to ry a n d me a n i n g wh i ch be lo n g
to th e se o th e r s to n e s .

Le t u s firs t d e fi n e th i s ma so n i c S to n e of Fo u n d a t io n ,

th e n co l la t e th e l e ge n d s wh ich re fe r t o i t , a n d a ft e rwa rd s
i n ve s t iga t e i t s s ign ifica n ce a s a . symbo l . To th e Ma so n
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God ,
“ wh e n h e h a d p la ce d th e ce le bra t e d S to n e of

Fo u n da t io n , o n whic h th e s a cre d n ame wa s my s t i ca l ly
e ngra ve n ,

wi th so l emn ce remo n i e s , in th a t s a cre d d e pos i
to ry o n Mou n t Mo r i a h , a lo n g wi th th e fou n da t io n s of

Da n a n d Ash e r , th e c e n t re of th e Mo s t Ho ly Pla ce ,
w h e re th e a rk w a s ov e rsha dow e d by th e Sh e k i n a h of

Th e H e bre w Ta lmud i s t s , wh o though t a s much
of th i s s to n e , a n d h a d a s ma n y l e ge n ds co n ce rn i n g i t a s
th e ma son i c Ta lmud i s ts , ca l l e d i t e ke /z or

S to n e ofFo u n da t io n ,

” be ca u se , a s th e y sa i d , i t h a d b e e n
la i d by Je hova h a s th e fou n da t io n of th e world ; a n d h e n ce
th e a po cryph a l book ofEn o ch spe a ks of th e “

s to n e wh i ch
suppo rt s th e co rn e rs of th e e a rth .

”

Th i s i de a ofa fo u n da t io n s to n e of th e wo rld w a s mo st

proba bly de ri ve d from th a t magn ifice n t pa ssage of th e

book of Job , in wh i ch th e Almigh ty dema n ds of th e

a fl‘l ic t e d pa t r i a rch ,

Wh e re w a s t t h o u , w h e n I l a id t h e fo u n d a t io n of t h e e a rth ?
D e cl a re , sme e t h o u h a s t s u ch kn ow le d g e "
Wh o fixe d i t s d ime n s io n s , s i n ce t h o u kn owe s t ?
O r wh o s tre tch e d o u t t h e l i n e u p o n i t ?

Up o n wh a t we re i t s fo u n d a t io n s fixe d ?
An d wh o l a id i t s corn e r- s to n e ,
Wh e n t h e mo rn i n g s t a rs s a n g to g e th e r,
An d a ll t h e so n s of God s h o u t e d forjoy ? 1

‘

Noy e s . who se be a u t ifu l t ra n s l a t io n I h a ve a dop t e d a s

n o t ma t e r i a l ly d ifl
’

e rin g from th e common ve rs ion , b u t
wh i ch is fa r mo re poe t i ca l a n d mo re In th e s t ra i n of th e

o rigi n a l , t hu s e xpl a i n s th e a l lu s io n s to th e fou n da t io n

H i s t . La n dma rks , i . 459 , n o te 52 .

1
'

n a nn y;
“

li tt S e e t h e G ema ra a n d Bu xtorfLe x . Ta lm. , p . 2541 .

I Job xxxv i i i . 4—7 .
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ston e I t w a s th e cu stom to c e l e bra t e th e la y in g of t h e

corn e r- s to n e of a n import a n t bu i ld in g w i th mu s i c , so n gs ,
Sho u t i n g , &c . H e n ce th e mo rn i n g s ta rs a re re pre s e n t
e d a s ce le bra t in g th e lay i n g of th e co rn e r- s ton e of th e

Upon t h is me agre s ta t eme n t h a v e b e e n a ccumu la t e d
mo re t ra d i t ion s th a n a pp e rt a i n to a n y o th e r ma so n i c
symbo l . Th e Rabb i n s , a s h a s a l re a dy b e e n i n t ima t e d ,
d iv id e th e glo ry of the s e a po cryph a l h i s to r i e s wi th th e

Ma so n s ; i n d e e d , t h e re is go od re a son for a su sp ic ion
th a t n e a rly a ll th e ma so n i c l e ge n ds ow e th e i r firs t e x is t
e n ce to th e imagi n a t i ve ge n i u s of th e wri t e rs of th e

Je wi sh Ta lmud . Bu t th e re is th i s d iffe re n ce be twe e n
th e H e bre w a n d th e ma so n i c t ra d i t io n s , th a t th e Ta lmud i c
s cho l a r re c i t e d th em a s t ru thfu l h i s to r i e s , a n d sw a l lowe d ,
in o n e gu lp of fa i th , a ll th e i r impo ss ib i l i t i e s a n d a n a ch
ro n isms , wh i le th e ma son i c s tude n t h a s re ce ive d th em
a s a l le go r i e s , who se va lu e is n o t in th e fa c t s , b u t i n t h e
s e n t ime n t s wh i ch t h e y co n ve y .

Wi th th i s u n d e rs ta n d i n g of th e i r me a n i n g , le t u s p ro

ce e d to a co l la t ion of t h e s e l e ge n ds .

In tha t bla sph e mou s wo rk , th e “ Told otk 7 e sk u , or

Life of ye s u s , wri t t e n , i t is
'

s u p p o se d , in t h e t h i rt e e n th
or four t e e n th ce n tury , w e fi n d th e fo l lowi n g a cco u n t of
th i s won d e rfu l s to n e :

At th a t t ime [th e t ime of Je su s] th e re w a s
‘

in th e

Ho u se of th e Sa n c tu a ry [th a t is , th e t emple ] a S to n e

of Foun da t io n , wh ich is th e ve ry s to n e tha t o u r fa th e r
Ja cob a n o i n t e d w i th o i l

, a s i t is de scr ibe d in th e twe n ty
e igh th ch a p t e r of th e book ofG e n e s is . O n th a t s ton e t he

A New Tra n s l a t io n of t h e Book ofJob , n o te s , p .
- 1 96.
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l e t t e rs of th e t e t ra gramma to n we re i n scr ibe d , a n d who
so e ve r of th e Isra e l i t e s shou ld le a rn th a t n ame wou ld b e
a ble to ma s t e r th e wo rld . To pre v e n t , th e re fo re

, a n y

o n e from l e a rn i n g th e s e le t t e rs , two i ro n dogs w e re pla ce d
upon tw o co l umn s in fron t of th e S a n c tu a ry . If a n y

p e rso n , h a v i n g a cqu i re d th e kn owl e dge
,
of th e se l e t t e rs ,

d e s i re d to de p a r t from th e S a n c tu a ry , th e b a rk i n g of th e

dogs , by ma gi ca l powe r , i n sp i re d so much fe a r, ,

th a t h e

s u dde n ly fo rgo t wh a t h e h a d a cqu i re d .

”

Th i s p a ss age is ci t e d by th e l e a rn e d Bu xtorf, in h is

L e xi con Ta lmu d i cu m
,

’ b u t in th e copy of th e Tol

d ot/z 7 e sk u ,

” wh ich I h a ve th e good fo r tu n e to posse ss
(for i t is amo n g th e ra re s t of books) , I fi n d a n o th e r p a s
sage wh ich give s some a dd i t io n a l pa rt i cu la rs , in th e

fo l lowi n g word s :

“ A t tha t t ime th e re w a s in th e t emple th e i n e ffa ble
n ame of God , i n scr ibe d upo n th e S ton e of Fou n da t ion .

For wh e n Ki n g Da v id w a s d iggi n g th e fou n da t io n for

th e t empl e , h e fou n d in th e d e p t hs of th e e xca va t io n a

c e r ta i n s to n e , on wh ich th e n ame of God w a s i n scribe d .

Th i s s to n e h e re move d , a n d d e po s i t e d it in th e Ho ly of

Ho l i e s .

”

1
'

Th e same pu e r i l e s to ry of th e ba rk in g dogs is re p e a te d ,
s t i l l mo re a t le n gth . It is n o t pe rt i n e n t to th e pre s e n t

In voc . n a nmu , wh e re some o th e r c u r io u s e x tra ct s from t h e

Ta lmu d a n d Ta lmu d i c wr i t e rs o n t h e s u bj e c t of t h e S t o n e ofFo u n
d a t io n a re g i ve n .

1
‘ S e p h e r To ld o t h Je sh u , p . 6 . Th e a bomi n a bly s cu rr i lou s ch a r

a ct e r of t h i s work a ro u s e d t h e i n d ig n a t io n of t h e Ch r i s t i a n s , w h o ,

i n t h e fift e e n t h ce n t u ry ,
we re n o t d i s t i n g u i s h e d fo r a sp iri t of

to le ra n ce , a n d t h e Je ws , be comi n g a l a rme d , ma d e e ve ry e ffo rt to
s u p pre s s i t . Bu t , in 1 68 1 , i t wa s re p u b l i s h e d by Wa g e n se li u s in

h is “ Te l a Ig n e a S a t a n ae , w i th a La t i n t ra n s l a t io n .
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H e re th e re is a sudd e n i n t e rrup t io n in th e le ge n da ry
h i s to ry of th e s ton e , a n d w e h a v e n o me a n s of co nje c t u r

in g h ow i t pa sse d from th e po s se ss io n of Ja cob i n to th a t
of So lomo n . Mo s e s , it is t ru e , is s a i d to ha ve t a k e n i t

wi t h h im o u t of Egyp t a t th e t ime of th e e xodu s
, a n d

thu s it may ha v e fin a l ly re a ch e d Je ru sa l em. D r . Ad am
Cla rke re pe a t s wh a t h e v e ry prope rly ca l ls a foo l i sh
t ra d i t io n ,

”
th a t t h e s to n e o n which Ja cob re s t e d h is h e a d

wa s a ft e rwa rd s brough t to Je ru sa l em, th e n c e ca rr i e d aft e r
a lo n g l a ps e of t ime to Spa i n , from Spa i n to Ire la n d , a n d
from Ire la n d to Sco t la n d , wh e re it w a s u se d a s a s e a t o n

whi ch th e k in gs of Sco t l a n d sa t to b e crown e d . Edwa rd
I . , w e kn ow , brough t a s to n e , to wh i ch th i s l e ge n d is
a t t a ch e d , from S co t l a n d to We s tmi n s t e r Abbe y , wh e re ,
u n de r th e n ame ofJa cob’s P i l low , i t s t i l l rema i n s , a n d is

a lway s pla ce d u n d e r th e ch a i r upo n whi ch t h e Bri t i sh
sove re ign s i t s to b e crown e d , be ca u se th e re is a n o ld

d i s t i ch wh i ch de cl a re s th a t wh e re ve r th i s s to n e is foun d
th e Sco t t i sh k i n gs Sh a l l re ig n .T

Bu t t h i s Sco t t i sh t ra d i t io n wou ld t a ke th e S to n e of

Fou n da t io n away from a ll it s ma so n i c co n n e ct ion s , a n d

th e re fo re i t is re je c t e d a s a ma son i c l e ge n d .

Th e l e ge n d s ju s t re la t e d a re in ma n y re spe c ts co n t ra
d ic tory a n d u n sa t i sfa c to ry , a n d a n o th e r s e r i e s , e qu a l ly a s

o ld , a re n ow v e ry ge n e ra l ly a dop t e d by ma so n i c scho la rs .

a s mu ch b e t t e r su i t e d to th e symbo l i sm by wh i ch a ll th e s e
le ge n ds a re e xpla i n e d .

Th i s se r i e s of l e ge n ds comme n ce s wi t h th e pa t r i a rch
E n och , w ho is suppo se d to h a ve b e e n th e fi rs t con se cra tor

Comme n t . o n Ge n . xxv i i i . 1 8 .

1
’ Ni fa l l i t fa t u m, Sco t i q u ocu n q u e lo ca t u m
In ve n i e n t l a pid em, re g n a re t e n e n t u r i b id em.



THE STONE OF FOUNDAT ION . 289

of th e S to n e of Fo un da t ion . Th e l e ge n d of En o ch is so

i n t e re s t i n g a n d impo rt a n t in ma son i c s c i e n c e a s to e xcu se
some th i n g mo re th a n a bri e f re fe re n ce to th e i n c ide n t s
wh ich i t d e t a i ls .

Th e l e ge n d in full is a s fo l lows : En och , u n d e r th e
i n sp ira t io n of th e Mo s t H igh

, a n d in obe d i e n ce t o th e

in s t ruct ion s whi ch h e h a d re ce i ve d in a v i s ion ,
bu il t a

te mpl e u n d e r gro u n d o n Mo u n t Mo r i a h , a n d d e d i ca t e d
it to Go d . H is so n , Me thu se l a h , co n s truct e d th e bu i ld
in g , a l though h e w a s n o t a cqu a i n t e d wi th h is fa th e r’s
mo t ive s for th e e re c t io n . Th i s t empl e co n s i s t e d of n i n e
va u l ts , s i tu a t e d pe rpe n d i cu l a rly be n e a t h e a ch o th e r , a n d

commun i ca t i n g by a pe rture s le ft in e a ch va u l t .
En o ch th e n c a u se d a t r i a n gu la r pla t e of go ld to b e

ma de , e a ch
'

s ide of wh ich w a s a cub i t lon g ; h e e n r i ch e d
i t wi th th e mo s t pre c iou s s to n e s , a n d e n cru s t e d th e pla t e
upon a s to n e of aga t e ofth e same fo rm. O n th e pla t e b e
e n gra ve d th e t ru e n ame of God , or th e t e t ragramma t o n ,

a n d pla c i n g it o n a cub ica l s ton e , kn own th e re aft e r a s th e
S to n e of Fou n da t ion , b e d e po s i t e d th e who le wi th i n th e

low e st a rch .

Whe n th i s sub t e rra n e a n bu i ld i n g w a s compl e t e d , h e
ma de a doo r of s to n e , a n d a t t a ch i n g to it a r i n g of i ro n ,

by wh i ch it migh t b e o cc a s IO n a lly ra i s e d , h e pl a ce d i t
ove r th e op e n i n g of t h e uppe rmos t a rch , a n d so cove re d
i t th a t t h e a p e r ture could n o t b e d i scove re d . En och
h imse lf w a s n o t p e rmi t t e d to e n t e r it b u t o n ce a y e a r ,
a n d a ft e r t h e d ay s of En och , M e thu se la h , a n d Lame ch ,
a n d th e de s t ruc t io n of th e wo rld by th e d e luge , a ll kn owl
e dge Of t h e v a u l t or sub t e rra n e a n t emple , a n d of th e

S to n e of Fo un d a t io n ,
wi t h t h e s a c re d a n d i n e ffa bl e n ame

i n sc ribe d upon i t , w a s lo st for a ge s to t h e wo rld .

I 9
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A t th e bu i ld i n g of th e fi rs t t empl e of Je ru sa lem
,
t h e

S to n e of Fo u n d a t io n a ga i n ma ke s i t s a ppe a ra n ce . Re f

e re n ce h a s a l re a dy b e e n ma d e to th e Je wi sh t ra d i t io n tha t
Da v id , wh e n d iggin g th e foun da t io n s of th e t emple , found
i n th e e xca va t ion wh i ch h e w a s ma k i n g a ce rt a i n s ton e ,

o n wh ich th e i n e ffa bl e n ame of God w a s i n scr ibe d , a n d
wh i ch s to n e h e is s a i d to ha ve remove d a n d d e po s i t e d in
th e Ho ly of Ho l i e s . Th a t Ki n g D avi d la i d th e fo u n d a

t ion s of th e t empl e upon wh ich th e sup e rs t ruc ture wa s

subse qu e n t ly e re c t e d by So lomon , is a fa vo r i t e t h e ory of

th e l e ge n d-mo n ge rs of t h e Ta lmud .

Th e ma son i c t ra d i t ion is subs t a n t i a l ly th e same a s th e

Jewi sh , b u t i t subs t i tu t e s So lomo n for Da v id , th e re by
giv i n g a gre a t e r a ir of proba b i l i ty to th e n a rra t i ve ; a n d

it suppose s th a t th e s ton e t hu s d i scove re d by So lomo n

w a s th e i de n t i ca l on e th a t h a d b e e n d e pos i t e d i n h is

s e cre t va u l t by E n o ch . Th i s S ton e of Fo u n da t ion , th e
t ra d i t io n s t a te s , wa s subse qu e n t ly re move d by Ki n g So lo
mo n , a n d , for wi s e purpose s , de po s i te d in a se cre t a n d

safe r pla ce .

In th i s th e ma so n i c t ra d i t io n a ga i n agre e s wi th th e

Je wi sh , for w e fi n d in t h e t h i rd chap te r of th e “Tre a t is e

on tk e Temp l e ,
” wri t t e n by th e c e l e bra t e d Ma imo n i de s ,

th e fo l lowi n g n a rra t iv e
Th e re wa s a s ton e in t h e Ho ly of Ho l i e s , o n i t s

’ we st
s id e , o n wh i ch w a s pl a ce d th e a rk of th e cove n a n t , a n d
b e fo re i t th e p o t of ma n n a a n d Aaron ’

s rod . Bu t wh e n
So lomo n h a d bu i l t th e t empl e , a n d fo re s aw th a t i t wa s ,

a t some fu ture t ime , to b e de s t roy e d , h e con s t ru ct e d a

d e e p a n d wi n d i n g va u l t u n d e r gro un d
, for th e purpos e

of co n ce a l i n g t h e a rk , wh e re i n Jo s i a h a ft e rw a rd s , a s w e

l e a rn in th e S e con d Book of Chro n i cl e s , xxxv . 3 , d e p o s
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t e r to th i s S to n e ofFou n da t ion , a n d thu s re
'

cap i tu l a t e s th e
Ta lmud i c a n d Ra bb i n i ca l t ra d i t io n s o n th e subj e ct

V a i n a n d fu t i lo u s a re th e fe ve r i sh dre ams of t h e a n

c i e n t Rabb i n s con ce rn i n g th e Fou n da t ion S to n e of th e

t emple . Some a sse rt th a t God pla ce d th i s s ton e in th e

ce n t re of th e world , for a fu t ure ba s i s a n d se t t l e d con s is

t e n e y for th e e a r th tO '

re st upo n . O th e rs h e l d th i s s ton e

to b e th e firs t ma t t e r , o u t ofwh i ch a ll th e b e a u t ifu l v i s ible
b e in gs of th e wo rld h ave be e n h ew n fo r th a n d produce d
to l igh t . O th e rs re la te th a t th i s w a s th e ve ry same s ton e

l a i d by Ja cob for a p i llow u n d e r h is h e a d , in th a t n igh t
wh e n h e dre ame d of a n a n ge l i c v i s io n a t B e th e l , a n d

aft e rwa rds a n o i n t e d a n d con se cra t e d i t to God . Which
wh e n So lomo n h a d fou n d (n o doub t by fo rge d re ve la t io n ,

or some t e d io us se a rch , l i ke a n o th e r Ra bb i S e lemoh ) , h e

durs t n o t b u t lay i t su re , a s th e pr in c ipa l fou n da t ion
s to n e of th e t emple . Nay , th e y say fur th e r , h e ca u se d
to b e e n gra ve d upo n it th e t e t ragramma to n , or th e in e ffa

b le n ame ofJe hova h .

”

I t wi l l b e se e n th a t th e ma son i c t ra d i t io n s o n th e s u b

je c t of th e S to n e of Fou n da t io n do n o t d iffe r v e ry ma t e

ria lly from th e se Ra bb i n i ca l on e s , a l t hough th e y give a

fe w a dd i t io n a l c i rcums t a n ce s .

In th e ma so n i c l e ge n d , th e Fou n da t io n S ton e fi rs t ma ke s
i ts a pp e a ra n ce , a s I ha ve a l re a dy s a i d , in th e da y s of

E n och , wh o pla ce d it in th e bow e ls ofMou n t Mo r i a h .

Th e re i t wa s subs e qu e n t ly d i scove re d by Ki n g So lomon ,

w ho d e pos i t e d it in a cryp t of th e fi rs t t e mple , wh e re i t
rema in e d co n ce a l e d u n t i l th e fo u n da t io n s of th e s e con d

Th e Temp le of So lomo n , p o u rt ra y e d by Scr ip t u re L ig h t ,
ch . i x . p . 1 94. Of t h e My s t e r ie s l a id u p in t h e Fo u n d a t io n of t h e

Temp le .
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t empl e we re l a id , wh e n it w a s d i scove re d a n d remov e d
to th e Ho ly of Ho l i e s . Bu t th e mo s t impo rt a n t po i n t of
th e le ge n d of th e S to n e of Fo un da t io n is it s i n t ima t e a n d

co n s t a n t co n n e c t ion wi th th e t e t ragramma to n , or in e fl
‘

a b le

n ame . I t is th i s n ame , i n scr ibe d upon i t , wi th in th e

sa cre d a n d symbo l i c de l ta , t ha t give s to th e s to n e a ll its

ma so n i c va lu e a n d s ign ifica n ce . It is upon t h i s fa c t , t ha t
i t w a s so i n scribe d , tha t i t s who le symbo l i sm de p e n ds .

Look in g a t t he s e t ra d i t io n s in a n y th i n g l ike th e l igh t of
h i s to r i ca l n a rra t ive s , w e a re compe l le d to co n s i de r t hem,

to u s e th e pl a i n la n gu age of Le e , b u t a s so ma n y i d le
a n d a bsurd co n ce i t s . We mu s t g o b e h i n d th e le ge n d ,
v ie wi n g it o n ly a s a n a l le go ry , a n d s t udy it s symbo l i sm.

Th e symbo l i sm of t h e Fou n da t io n S to n e ofMa so n ry is
th e re fo re t h e n e x t subje c t of i n ve s t iga t ion .

In a ppro a ch i n g t h i s , th e mo s t a bs t ru s e , a n d o n e of t h e

mo s t impo rta n t , symbo ls of th e Orde r , we a re a t o n ce
impre s s e d wi t h it s a ppa re n t co n n e c t io n wi th t h e a n c i e n t
doc tr i n e of sto n e wo rsh ip . Some bri e f co n s i d e ra t io n of

th i s spe c i e s of re l ig io us cu l ture is t he re fo re n e c e ssa ry for
a prope r un de rs ta n d in g of th e re a l symbo l ism of th e S ton e

of Fo u n da t io n .

Th e wo rsh ip of s ton e s is a k i n d of fe t i ch ism,
which in

th e ve ry in fa n cv of re l igio n pre va i le d , pe rh aps , mo re
e x te n s ive ly th a n a n y o the r fo rm of re l ig ious cu l ture .

Lo rd Kame s e xpla i n s th e fa c t by suppo s i n g th a t s to n e s

e re c te d a s mo n ume n t s of t h e de a d be came th e pla ce
whe re po s t e r i ty pa i d t h e i r ve n e ra t io n to t h e me mo ry of

t h e de ce a se d , a n d t ha t a t l e n gt h th e pe ople , lo s i n g s igh t
of t h e e mble ma t i ca l s ign ifica t io n , wh ic h w a s n o t re a d i ly
u n de rs tood , t he se mo n ume n t a l s ton e s be came obje c ts of

wo rsh ip .
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O th e rs h a ve so ugh t to fi n d th e o r ig i n of s to n e - wo rsh ip
in th e s to n e th a t w a s s e t u p a n d a n o i n t e d by Ja cob a t

B e th e l , a n d th e t ra d i t io n of whi ch h a d e xt e n d e d i n to th e
h e a th e n n a t io n s a n d be come co rrup t e d . I t is ce r ta in tha t
th e t n ic ia n s wo rsh ipp e d sa cre d s to n e s u n de r th e n ame

of B ee ty l i a , wh i ch wo rd is e v ide n t ly de r ive d from th e

H e bre w B e tke l
,

’

a n d th i s u n doub t e dly give s some a pp e a r
a n ce of pla u s i b i l i ty to th e th e o ry .

Bu t a t h i rd t h e o ry suppo se s th a t th e wo rsh ip of s to n e s

w a s de r ive d from th e u n sk i lfu l n e ss of th e pr imi t ive scu lp
to rs , w ho , u n a ble to frame , by th e i r me agre pri n c ipl e s of

pla s t i c a rt , a t ru e ima ge of th e God whom th e y a do re d ,
w e re co n t e n t to subs t i tu t e in it s pla ce a rude or sca rce ly
po l i sh e d s ton e . H e n ce th e Gre e ks , a cco rd i n g to Pa u sa
n i a s , orig i n a l ly u se d u n h e wn s to n e s to re pre se n t the i r
de i t i e s , th i r ty of wh i ch th a t h i s to r i a n say s h e s aw in th e

c i ty ofPlI a rze . Th e se s to n e s w e re ofa cubi ca l fo rm, a n d .

a s th e gre a t e r n umbe r of th em w e re d e d i ca t e d to th e g od
H e rme s , or Me rcu ry , t h e y re ce i ve d th e ge n e r i c n ame of

H e rmn . Subse qu e n t ly , wi th th e improveme n t of th e

pla st i c a rt , th e h e a d w a s a d d e d fi"

O n e of th e se co n se cra t e d s ton e s w a s pla ce d be fo re th e
doo r of a lmos t e v e ry ho u se in Ath e n s . Th e y w e re a l so
pla ce d in fro n t of th e t empl e s , in th e gymn a s i a o r schoo l s ,
in l ibra r i e s , a n d a t th e corn e rs of st re e t s , a n d in th e ro a ds .

W
' h e n d e d i ca t e d to th e g od Te rmi n u s t h e y w e re u se d a s

l a n dma rks , a n d pla ce d a s su ch upon th e con cu rre n t l i n e s
of n e ighbo r i n g poss e ss io n s .

Th e Th e ba n s worsh ippe d Ba cchu s u n de r th e form of a

rude , sq ua re s to n e .

Se e Pa u s a n i a s , l ib . i v .
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gi n s , in h is Ce lt i c D r u i d s , s ay s tha t , “ th roughou t th e
wo rld t h e fi rs t obj e c t of id o la t ry s e ems to h a ve b e e n a

pla i n , u n wrough t s to n e , pla c e d in th e grou n d , a s a n em

bl em of th e ge n e ra t i ve or procre a t iv e powe rs of n a ture .

”

A n d th e l e a rn e d Bry a n t , in h is “An a ly s is of A n ci e n t

a sse rt s t h a t “ th e re is in e ve ry o ra cu l a r t emsALy t/zolog y ,

’

p le some l e ge n d a bou t a s to n e .

”

Wi thou t fur th e r c i t a t io n s of e xampl e s from th e re l ig iou s
u sa ge s ofo th e r co u n t r i e s , it wi ll , I th i n k , b e co n ce de d th a t
t h e cub i ca l Ston e fo rme d a n impo r t a n t p a r t of th e re l igiou s
w o rsh ip of primi t ive n a t io n s . Bu t Cudwo r th , Bry a n t ,
Fa b e r , a n d a ll o th e r d i s t i n gu i sh e d wrrt e rs wh o h a ve
t re a t e d th e subj e c t , h a v e lo n g s i n ce e s t a bl i sh e d th e th e o ry
th a t th e paga n re l ig io n s we re emi n e n t ly symbo l i c .
Thu s , to u s e th e l a n gu age of Dudle y , th e p i l l a r or s to n e

wa s a dop t e d a s a symbo l of s t re ng th a n d fi rmn e ss ,

Symbo l , a l so , of th e d iv i n e pow e r , a n d , by a re a dy i n fe r
e n ce , a symbo l or i do l of th e D e i ty h imse lf.” An d t h i s
symbo l i sm is co n firme d by Co rn u tu s , who say s th a t th e
g od H e rme s w a s re pre s e n t e d w i t ho u t h a n ds o r fe e t , be in g
a cubi ca l s to n e , b e ca u se th e cubi ca l figure be toke n e d h is
so l i d i ty a n d s t a bi l i ty . 1

'

Thu s , th e n , th e fo l lowi n g fa c t s h a ve be e n e s t a bl i sh e d ,
b u t n o t pre c i s e ly in th is orde r : F i rs t , th a t t h e re w a s a

v e ry ge n e ra l pre va le n ce amon g th e e a rl i e s t n a t ion s of

a n t iqu i ty of th e wo rsh ip of s ton e s a s th e re pre se n ta t ive s
of D e i ty ; s e co n dly , t h a t in a lmo s t e v e ry a n c i e n t t empl e
t h e re w a s a le ge n d of a s a cre d o r my st i ca l s to n e ; th ird ly ,
th a t th i s l e ge n d is fo u n d in th e ma so n i c svs tem a n d l a s t
ly , th a t th e my s t i ca l s to n e th e re h a s re c e ive d th e n ame of

t h e S to n e of Fo u n da t io n .

Na o log y , ch . i i i . p . 1 1 9 . 1
' Co rn u t . d e Na t . D e or. c . 1 6 .
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Now ,
a s in a ll th e o th e r sy s t ems the s ton e is a dmi t t e d

to b e symbo l i c , a n d th e t ra d i t io n co n n e ct e d w i th i t my s
t i ca l , w e a re compe l le d to a ssume th e s ame pre d ica t e s of

th e ma so n i c s ton e . It , too , is symbo l i c , a n d it s le ge n d a

my th o r a n a l le go ry .

Of
,
th e fa ble , my th , or a l le go ry , Ba i l ly h a s s a i d th a t ,

subord i n a t e to h i s to ry a n d ph i lo sophy , it o n ly de c e ive s
th a t i t may th e be t te r i n s t ruct u s . Fa i thful in pre se rv i n g
th e re a l i t i e s which a re con fid e d to it , i t cove rs wi th it s
s e duc t i ve e n v e lope th e le s son s of th e o n e a n d th e t ru th s
of th e It is from th i s s t a n d - po in t t h a t w e a re to

v i e w th e a l le go ry of th e S to n e of Fo u n da t ion , a s de ve l
ope d irr o n e of th e mo s t i n t e re st i n g a n d impo rt a n t sym

bo ls ofMa so n ry .

Th e fa c t t ha t t h e my s t i ca l s to n e in a ll th e a n c i e n t re

lig io n s w a s a symbo l of th e D e i ty , le a ds u s n e ce ssa r i ly to
th e co n clu s io n th a t th e S to n e of Foun da t io n w a s a lso a

symbo l of De i ty . An d t h i s symbo l i c i de a is st re ngth e n e d
by th e t e t ra gramma to n ,

or sa cre d n ame of God , tha t w a s

in scr ibe d upon i t . Th i s i n e ffa ble n ame s a n c t ifi e s th e

s to n e u po n wh ich it is e n gra ve d a s th e symbo l of th e

Gra n d Arch i t e c t . It t a ke s from it i ts h e a the n s ig n ifi c a

t ion a s a n i do l , a n d co n se cra t e s i t to th e wo rsh ip of th e

t ru e God

Th e pre domin a n t i de a of th e De i ty , in th e ma son i c
sy s t em, con n e ct s h im wi th h is cre a t i ve a n d fo rma t i ve
powe r . God is , to th e Fre ema son , A l Ga éi l , a s th e Ara

b i a n s ca l le d h im, th a t is , Tk e B u i ld e r ; or, a s e xpre ss e d
in h is ma so n i c t i t l e , th e Gra n d Arcki t e ct of tk e Un ive rs e ,
by commo n co n se n t a bbre v i a t e d in th e fo rmu la G . A . O .

T . U . Now , i t is e vi de n t th a t n o symbo l co u ld so a ppro

Es s a i s s u r le s Fa ble s , t . i . le t t . 2 . p . 9 .
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p riat e ly su i t h im in th i s ch a ra c t e r a s th e S ton e of Fo u n
d a t io n , upo n wh i ch h e is a l le go r i ca l ly suppo s e d to h a v e
e re ct e d h is wo rld . Su ch a symbo l clo s e ly co n n e c t s t h e

cre a t i ve wo rk of God
, a s a pa t t e rn a n d e xempl a r , wi t h

t h e wo rkma n
’

s e re c t io n of h is t empo ra l bu i ld i n g o n a

s imi la r foun da t ion s ton e .

Bu t th i s ma so n i c i de a is s t i l l furth e r to b e e x t e n d e d .

Th e gre a t obj e c t of a ll Ma so n i c labo r is d ivi n e t ru tk .

Th e s e a rch for t h e los t word is th e s e a rch for t ru th . Bu t

d iv i n e t ru th is a t e rm sy n o n ymou s wi th God . Th e in e f

fa bl e n ame is a symbo l of t ru t h , be ca u s e God , a n d God

a lon e , is t ru th . I t is prop e rly a scrip tura l i d e a . Th e

Book of Psa lms a bo u n ds wi th th i s se n t ime n t . Thu s it
is s a i d th a t t h e t ru t h of th e Lo rd re a ch e th u n to th e

clo uds , a n d t ha t “ h is t ru th e n du re th u n to a ll ge n e ra
t io n s .

”
If, t h e n , God is t ru th , a n d th e S ton e of Fo u n d a

t ion is th e ma so n i c symbo l of God , it fo l lows th a t i t mu s t
a lso b e th e symbo l of d iv i n e t ru th .

Wh e n w e h a v e a rr iv e d a t th i s po in t in o u r Spe cu l a t io n s ,
w e a re re a dy to Show h ow a ll th e my th s a n d l e ge n ds of

th e S to n e of Fo u n da t io n may b e ra t io n a l ly e xpla i n e d a s

p a rt s of t ha t b e a u t ifu l “
sc i e n ce of mo ra l i ty , v e i l e d in

a l le go ry a n d i l l u s t ra t e d by symbo ls ,
” wh ich is th e a c

kn owle dge d d e fi n i t ion of Fre ema so n ry .

In th e ma so n i c sy s t em th e re a re two t empl e s ; th e fi rs t
t empl e , in wh ich th e de gre e s of An c i e n t Cra ft Ma so n ry
a re con ce rn e d , a n d th e s e co n d t empl e , wi th wh i ch t h e

h igh e r d e gre e s , a n d e spe c i a l ly th e Roy a l Arch , a re re

la t e d . Th e fi rs t t empl e is svmb olic of th e pre s e n t l ife ;
th e s e co n d t empl e is symbo l i c of th e l ife to come . Th e

fi rs t t e mple , th e pre se n t l ife , mu s t b e d e s t roy e d ; o n i t s

fo u n d a t ion s t h e s e co n d t emple , t h e l ife e t e rn a l , mus t b e
l) 11 i l t .
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HE la st of th e symbo ls , d e p e n d in g for it s e x i s t
e n c e o n i ts co n n e c t io n w i th a my t h to wh ich I
sha l l i n v i t e a t t e n t io n , is tk e L os t Word , a n d tke

s e a rc/z for i t . V e ry a ppropria t e ly may th i s symbo l
t e rmi n a t e o u r i n ve s t iga t ion s , s i n ce i t i n cl ud e s w i th i n i t s

compre h e n s i ve scop e a ll th e o th e rs , be in g i ts e lf th e ve ry
e sse n ce of th e s c i e n ce of ma so n i c symbo l i sm. Th e o th e r
symbo ls re qu i re for t h e i r j u st a ppre c i a t io n a kn owle dge
of t h e o r ig i n of th e orde r , b e ca u se th e y ow e th e i r b i rth
to it s r e l a t io n sh ip w i t h k i n dre d a n d a n te r io r i n s t i t u t ion s .

Bu t t h e symbo l i sm of th e Lo s t Wo rd h a s re fe re n ce e x

c lu s ive ly to th e d e s ign a n d th e obj e c ts of th e i n s t i tu t io n .

F i rs t , le t u s d e fi n e th e symbo l , a n d th e n i n ve s t iga t e it s
in t e rp re ta t io n .

Th e my th i ca l h i s to ry of Fre ema so n ry i n fo rms u s th a t
t h e re o n ce e x i s t e d a WORD of su rpa ss in g va lu e , a n d

cla imi n g a profo u n d ve n e ra t ion ; tha t th i s Wo rd w a s

k n own to b u t fe w ; t ha t i t w a s a t l e n gth lo s t ; a n d th a t
a t empo ra ry subst i tu t e for it w a s a dop t e d . Bu t a s th e

an
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ve ry ph i lo sophy ofMa son ry t e a ch e s u s th a t th e re ca n b e

n o d e a th wi thou t a re surre c t ion , —n o d e ca y wi thou t a

subs e qu e n t re s to ra t io n ,
— on th e s ame pri n c ipl e i t fol

lows tha t th e loss of th e Wo rd mu s t suppo se it s e ve n tu a l
re cove ry .

Now , t h i s it is , pre c ise ly , tha t con st i tu t e s th e my th of

th e Lo st Wo rd a n d th e se a rch for i t . No ma t t e r wh a t
w a s t h e wo rd , n o ma t te r how i t w a s los t , n or why a s u b

s t it u t e wa s provide d , n or wh e n n or wh e re it w a s re cov

e re d . Th e se a re a ll po i n t s of subs id i a ry import a n ce ,
n e ce ssa ry , it is t ru e , for kn owi n g th e le ge n d a ry h i sto ry ,
b u t n o t n e c e ssa ry for u n d e rs t a n d i n g th e symbo l i sm. Th e

o n ly t e rm of th e my th tha t is to b e re ga rd e d in th e s tudy
of its i n te rpre ta t io n , is th e a bs t ra c t i d e a of a wo rd lo s t
a n d a ft e rwa rds re cove re d .

Th i s , th e n , po i n t s u s to th e go a l to wh i ch w e mu st
d i re ct o u r s t e ps in th e pursu i t of th e i n ve s t iga t ion .

B u t th e symbo l i sm,
re fe rr i n g in th i s ca se , a s I h a ve

a l re a dy sa i d , so le ly to th e gre a t d e s ign of Fre ema son ry,
th e n a ture of tha t de s ign a t o n ce sugge s ts i t s e lf a s a p re

~

l imi n a ry s ubj e c t of i n qu i ry in th e i n ve s t iga t io n .

Wha t , th e n , is th e de s ign of Fre ema son ry ? A ve ry
l a rge majo r i ty of i ts d i scipl e s , looki n g o n ly to i t s p ra c t i
c a l re sul ts a s se e n in t h e e ve ry - d ay bu s i n e s s of l ife , to

th e n oble ch a r i t i e s wh ich i t d i spe n se s , to th e t e a rs of

widows wh ich i t h a s dri e d , to th e cr i e s of o rph a n s which
i t h a s hu sh e d , to th e wa n t s of th e d e s t i tu t e which it h a s
suppl i e d ,— a rr ive wi th too much ra pid i ty a t

'

th e co n clu
s ion th a t Cha r i ty , a n d th a t , too , in it s l e a s t e xa l te d s e n s e

of e l e emo sy n a ry a id , is th e gre a t d e s ign of t h e i n s t i tu t io n .

O th e rs , w i th a s t i l l mo re co n t ra c t e d V i e w ,
remembe r i n g

th e pl e a sa n t re u n ion s a t t h e i r lodge ba n qu e ts , th e u n re
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s e rve d commu n i ca t ion s wh ich a re thu s e n co ura ge d , a n d
t h e so l emn obl iga t io n s of mu tu a l t ru s t a n d co n fid e n c e
th a t a re co n t i n u a l ly i n cu lca t e d , be l i e ve th a t i t w a s i n t e n d
e d so le ly to promo t e t h e soc i a l s e n t ime n ts a n d ceme n t th e

bo n ds of fri e n dsh ip .

Bu t , a l though th e mod e rn le ctu re s i n form u s t ha t
Bro th e rly Love a n d Re l i e f a re two of “ th e pr i n c ipa l
t e n e t s of a Ma so n

’
s profe ss io n ,” y e t , from th e same a u

thority , w e l e a rn th a t T ru t h is a th i rd a n d n o t l e ss im
po rt a n t o n e ; a n d Tru th , too ,

n o t in i t s o ld An glo - Sa xo n
me a n i n g of fid e l i ty to e n ga geme n t s ,

* b u t in th a t more
s t r i c t ly ph i losoph i ca l o n e in wh i ch i t is oppose d to i n t e l
l e ctu a l a n d re l ig iou s e rro r or fa lse hood .

Bu t I h a ve shown th a t th e Pr imi t ive Fre ema son ry of

th e a n c i e n ts w a s i n s t i tu t e d for th e purpose of pre s e rv i n g
th a t t ru th wh ich h a d be e n o r igi n a l ly commun i ca t e d to th e
pa t r i a rch s , in a ll it s i n t e gri ty , a n d t h a t t h e Spur iou s Ma

son ry , or th e My s t e r i e s , o r igin a t e d in th e e a rn e s t n e e d of

th e sage s , a n d ph i lo soph e rs , a n d pri e s t s , to fi n d a ga i n th e

s ame t ru th wh i ch h a d b e e n lo s t by th e surrou n d i n g mu l

t it u d e s . I h a ve shown , a lso , th a t th i s same t ru th co n t i n
u e d to b e th e obje ct of th e Te mpl e Ma so n ry , wh i ch w a s

fo rme d by a u n ion of th e Pr imi t i v e , or Pure , a n d th e

Spuriou s sy st ems . La s t ly , I h a ve e n de a vo re d to d emon

Stra t e th a t th i s t ru t h re la t e d to th e n a tu re of God a n d th e

huma n so u l .
Th e se a rch , th e n ,

aft e r th i s t ru th , I suppo se to con s t i
tu t e th e e n d a n d d e s ign of Spe cu la t ive Ma son rv . From
th e v e ry comme n ceme n t of h is ca re e r , t h e a sp i ra n t is by
Sign ific a n t symbo l s a n d e xpre ss i ve i n s t ruc t io n s d ire ct e d to

Bo swo rt h (A u g . S a x. D i e t . ) d e fi n e s tre ow tk to s ig n ify t ro th ,
t ru th , t re a ty , le a g u e , p le d g e , co ve n a n t .

”
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a pa t e n t re fe re n ce to th e subs t a n t i ve ' i de a th a t h a s be e n
symbo l i z e d 7
Th e a n swe rs to th e s e qu e st io n s embra ce wha t is , p e r
h aps , th e mo st i n t r i ca t e a s we l l a s most in ge n iou s a n d

i n te re s t in g po rt io n of th e s c i e n ce of ma son i c symbo l i sm.

Th i s symbo l i sm may be in t e rpre t e d , e i the r in a n a p p li

c a t io n to a ge n e ra l or to a spe c i a l s e n se .

Th e g e n e ra l a ppl i ca t io n wi l l emb ra ce th e who le h i sto ry
Of Fre ema so n ry , from it s i n ce p t ion to i ts co n summa t io n .

Th e s e a rch a ft e r th e Wo rd is a n e p i tome of th e in t e lle c

t u a l a n d re l igious progre s s of th e o rde r , from th e pe r iod
wh e n , by th e d i sp e rs ion a t Ba b e l , th e mu l t i tude s w e re
e n shroude d i n th e pro fun d i ty of a mo ra l da rkn e s s whe re
t ru t h w a s a ppa re n t ly fo re ve r e xt i n gu i sh e d . Th e t ru e
n ame ofGo d w a s los t ; h is t ru e n a ture w a s n o t u n d e r
s tood ; th e d iv i n e l e sso n s impa r te d by o u r fa th e r Noa h
w e re n o lo n ge r remembe re d ; th e a n c i e n t t ra d i t io n s we re
n ow co rrup t e d ; th e a n c i e n t symbo ls w e re pe rve rt e d .

Tru t h wa s bu ri e d be n e a th th e rubbi sh of S a ba ism, a n d

th e i do la t ro u s a do ra t ion of th e s u n a n d s ta rs h a d t a ke n
t h e pla ce of th e o ld e n wo rsh ip of th e t ru e God . A mo ra l
d a rkn e s s w a s n ow spre a d ove r t h e fa ce of th e e a r th , a s .a

d e n s e , impe n e t ra bl e clo ud , wh ich obs t ruc t e d th e ray s ,
of

t h e spi r i t u a l s u n , a n d cove re d t h e p e opl e a s wi th a gloomy
p a l l of i n t e l le c tu a l n ight .
Bu t t h is n igh t w a s n o t to la s t fo re ve r . A brigh t e r d awn

w a s to a r i s e
, a n d ami ds t a ll t h i s gloom a n d d a rkn e ss th e re

w e re s t i l l to b e fo u n d a fe w s age s in W hom t h e re l ig io us
s e n t ime n t , wo rk i n g in t h emwi th powe rfu l t hro e s , se n t fo r th
ma n fu l ly to se e k aft e r t ru th . Th e re w e re , e ve n in tho se
d ay s of i n t e l l e c tu a l a n d re l igiou s d a rk n e s s , c ra ft sme n who
w e re wi ll i ng to s e a rch fo r th e L os t Word . An d though
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th e v w e re u n a bl e to fi n d i t , th e i r a pprox ima t ion to t ru th
w a s so n e a r th a t th e r e su l t of th e i r s e a rch may w e l l b e
symbo l i z e d by th e S u as t i t u t e Word .

It wa s amo ng th e i do l a t rou s mu l t i tud e s th a t th e Word

h a d b e e n los t . I t w a s amon g th em th a t t h e Bu i lde r h a d
b e e n smi t t e n , a n d t ha t t h e works of th e sp i r i tu a l t empl e
h a d be e n su spe n de d ; a n d so , los i n g a t e a ch su cce ss i ve
s ta ge of th e i r d e cl i n e , mo re a n d mo re of th e t ru e k n owl
e dge ofGod a n d Of

‘

th e pure re l igion wh ich h a d o rigi n a l ly
be e n impa rt e d by No a h , th e y fi n a l ly a rr ive d a t gros s ma

t e ria lism a n d i do l a t ry , lo s i n g a ll S igh t of th e d iv i n e e xi s t
e n c e .

'

Thu s i t w a s tha t th e t ru t h th e “fo rd— w a s sa i d
to h a ve b e e n lo s t ; or, to apply th e l a ngu age of Hu tch i n
son , mod ifi e d i a it s re fe re n ce to th e t ime ,

“ in th i s s i tu a
t io n ,

i t migh t w e l l b e s a i d th a t t h e gu i de to h e a ve n wa s

lo s t , a n d th e ma s t e r of th e wo rks of r igh t e ou sn e ss w a s

smi t te n . Th e n a t io n s h a d give n th emse lve s up to t h e

gro sse s t i do la t ry , a n d th e se rv i ce of th e t ru e God w a s

cflace d from th e memo ry of tho se wh o h a d y i e lde d t h em
s e lve s to th e domi n io n of s in .

”

An d n ow i t wa s amo n g th e ph i lo soph e rs a n d pri e s ts in
th e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s , or th e spuriou s Fre ema son ry , th a t
a n a n x i e ty to d i scove r th e t ru th le d to th e s e a rch for t h e
Lo s t Word . Th e se w e re th e cra ft sme n wh o saw th e fa t a l
blow wh ich h a d be e n give n , w h o kn e w th a t t h e Wo rd
w a s n ow lo s t , b u t w e re wi ll i n g to g o fo r th , ma n fu l ly a n d

pa t i e n t ly , to s e e k i ts re s tora t ion . An d th e re we re th e

c ra ft sme n w h o , fa i l i n g to re sc u e i t from th e gra ve of

Obl iv ion i n to wh ich i t h a d fa l l e n
,
b v a n y e ffo rt s of th e i r

ow n i n compl e t e kn owl e dge , fe l l ba ck upon th e d im

t ra d i t io n s wh ich h a d be e n h a n d e d dow n from prime va l
t ime s , a n d th rough t h e i r a id fou n d a subs t i tu t e for t ru th
in the i r ow n ph i lo soph ica l re l ig io n s .
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An d he n c e Schmid t z , spe a k i n g of th e se My s t e r i e s of

th e p aga n wo rld , ca l ls th em th e rema i n s of th e a n c i e n t
Pe la sgi a n re l igion ,

a n d say s th a t “
th e a ssoc i a t io n s of

p e rso n s for th e purpose of c e le bra t in g th em mu s t th e re
fo re ha ve b e e n fo rme d a t th e t ime wh e n th e ove rwh e lm
in g i n flu e n ce of th e H e l le n i c re l ig ion b e ga n to ga i n th e

u ppe r h a n d in Gre e ce , a n d wh e n pe rso n s wh o s t i l l e n t e r
t a in e d a re ve re n ce for th e worsh ip of fo rme r t ime s u n i te d
toge th e r , w i th th e i n te n t io n of pre s e rv i n g a n d upho ld i n g
amo n g th emse lve s a s much a s poss ibl e of th e re l ig io n of

th e i r fo re fa th e rs .

”

Apply i n g , th e n , o u r in t e rpre ta t io n in a ge n e ra l s e n se
,

th e Word i t s e lf b e i n g th e symbo l ofD ivi n e Tr u t /z , th e
n a rra t i ve of i ts lo ss a n d th e s e a rch for its re cove ry b e
come s a my th i ca l symbo l oft h e d e cay a n d lo s s of th e t ru e
re l igion amon g th e a n c i e n t n a t io n s , a t a n d a ft e r th e d is
p e rs io n o n th e pla i n s ofSh i n a r , a n d of th e a t t emp t s of th e

wi s e me n , t h e ph i lo soph e rs , a n d pri e s t s . to fi n d a n d re t a i n
i t in t h e i r se cre t My s t e r i e s a n d i n i t i a t io n s , wh ich h a ve
h e n ce b e e n d e s ign a t e d a s th e Spu rio u s Fre ema so n ry of

An t iqu i ty .

Bu t I h a ve sa i d th a t th e re is a spe c i a l , or i n d iv i du a l ,
a s we l l a s a ge n e ra l i n t e rpre ta t io n . Th i s compou n d or

doubl e symbo l i sm,
if I may so ca l l it , i s by n o me a n s n u

u su a l in Fre ema so n ry . I h a ve a l re a dy e xh ib i t e d a n i l lu s
tra t io n of i t in t h e symbo l i sm ofSo lomon

’

s t e mpl e , wh e re ,

in a ge n e ra l s e n se , th e t empl e is v i e we d a s a symbo l of
tha t spi ri tu a l t e mpl e fo rme d by t h e a ggre ga t io n of th e

who l e o rde r , a n d in wh i ch e a ch ma so n is co n s i d e re d a s

a s ton e ; a n d , in a n i n d iv i du a l or sp e c i a l s e n se , th e s ame

t empl e is con s i de re d a s a type of t h a t spi ri t u a l t empl e
wh ich e a ch ma so n is d ire ct e d to e re c t in h is h e a r t .
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on wa rd , s t i l l c ri e s a loud for “ l igh t , mo re l igh t . Th e

s e a rch is a lmo st ove r , b u t t h e l e s so n , humi l i a t i n g to huma n

n a ture , is to b e t a ugh t , th a t in th i s l ife — gloomy a n d

da rk , e a r th ly a n d c a rn a l— pure t ru t h h a s n o a b id i n g
pla ce ; a n d co n t e n t e d wi th a sub s t i tu t e , a n d to th a t s e con d
t emp le of e t e rn a l l ife , for th a t t ru e Wo rd

, th a t d iv i n e
Tru th , wh ich w i l l t e a ch u s a ll th a t w e sh a l l e ve r l e a rn of

God a n d h is ema n a t io n , t h e huma n sou l .
So , th e Ma s t e r Ma so n , re ce i v i n g th i s subs t i tu t e for th e
lo s t Wo rd

,
w a i t s w i th pa t i e n c e for th e t ime wh e n it sh a l l

b e fou n d , a n d pe rfe ct wi sdom sh a l l b e a t t a i n e d .

B u t , wo rk a s w e wi l l , th i s symbo l i c W
'

ord — th i s
kn owl e dge of d iv i n e Tru th— is n e v e r tho roughly a t

t a in e d in th i s l ife , o r in i t s symbo l , th e Ma s t e r Ma so n
’

s

lodge . Th e co rrup t io n s of mo rt a l i ty , wh ic h e n cumbe r
a n d clo ud t h e huma n i n t e l le c t , h id e it , a s wi th a th i ck
ve i l , from mo r t a l e y e s . It is o n ly , a s I h a ve ju s t s a i d ,
b e yo n d th e tomb , a n d wh e n re l e a s e d from th e e a r th ly
bu rd e n of l ife , th a t ma n is ca pa ble O f fu l ly re ce i v i n g a n d

a ppre c i a t i n g th e re ve la t io n . He n ce , th e n , wh e n w e

spe a k of th e re cove ry of th e Wo rd , in tha t h igh e r d e gre e
w h i ch is a supple me n t to An c i e n t Craft Ma so n ry , w e i n t i
ma t e tha t t ha t subl ime po rt io n of th e ma so n i c sy s t em is

a symbo l i c re pre se n t a t io n of th e s t a t e a ft e r d e a th . For

i t is o n ly aft e r th e de cay a n d fa l l of th is t e mple of l ife ,
wh i ch

, a s ma so n s , w e h a ve b e e n bu i ld i n g , th a t from i t s

ru in s , de e p b e n e a th i t s fo u n da t io n s , a n d in th e profou n d
a by ss of th e gra ve , w e fi n d th a t d iv i n e t ru th , in th e s e a rch
for w h i ch l ife w a s sp e n t , if n o t in va i n , a t l e a s t wi thou t
succ e s s , a n d th e my s t i c ke y to wh ich d e a th o n ly cou ld
supply .

An d n ow w e kn ow by th i s symbo l i sm wh a t is me a n t
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by ma son i c la kor , wh ich , too , is i t se lf b u t a n o th e r fo rm
of th e s ame symbo l . Th e s e a rch for t h e Wo rd t o fi n d

d iv i n e Tru th —
,
th i s , a n d th i s on ly , is a ma so n

’

s wo rk , a n d
th e WORD is h is re w a rd .

Labo r , sa i d th e o ld mon ks , is wo rsh ip— la kora re e s t

ora r e ; a n d thu s rn o u r lodge s do w e wo rsh ip , wo rk i n g
for th e Wo rd , wo rk in g for th e Tru th , e ve r looki n g fo rwa rd ,
ca s t i n g n o gl a n ce be h i n d , b u t ch e e r i ly hop i n g for th e co rr
summa t ion a n d t h e re wa rd of o u r la bo r in th e k n owl e dge
wh i ch is promi s e d to h im wh o pl ay s n o laggard’s pa rt .
Go e th e , h ims e lf a ma so n a n d a po e t , kn e w a n d fe l t a ll

th i s symbo l i sm of a ma so n
’

s l ife a n d wo rk , wh e n h e wro t e
th a t be a u t ifu l po e m, wh ich Ca rly le h a s thu s thrown i n to
h is own rough b u t impu l s ive l a n gu a ge .

Th e ma so n
’
s way s a re

A ty p e ofe x is t e n ce ,
A n d to h is p e rs is t e n ce
Is a s t h e d ay s a re

Ofme n i n t h i s world .

Th e fu t u re h id e s i n i t
Gl a d n e s s a n d sorrow ;
We p re s s s t i l l t h orow ,

No u g h t t h a t a b id e s in i t
D a u n t i n g u s o n wa rd .

An d so l emn be fore u s

Ve i l e d t h e d a rk p o rt a l ,
Go a l of a ll mo rt a l ;
S t a rs s i le n t re s t o ’

e r u s

Gra ve s u n d e r u s s i le n t .

Wh i l e e a rn e s t t h o u g a z e s t
Come . bo d i n g of t e rro r,
Come s p h a n t a sm a n d e rror,
Pe rp le x i n g t h e bra v e s t
‘Vi th d o u b t a n d m i sg i v in g .
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Bu t h e a rd a re t h e vo i ce s ,
H e a rd a re t h e s a g e s ,

Th e world s a n d t h e a g e s ;

Ch oose we l l ; y o u r ch o ice is
Bri e f a n d y e t e n d le s s .

He re e y e s d o re g a rd yo u ,
In e t e rn i ty ’

s s t i l ln e ss ;
H e re i s a ll fu l l n e s s ,
Ye , bra ve to re w a rd yo u ;
Work a n d d e sp a ir n o t . ’

An d n ow , in con clud i n g th i s wo rk , so i n a d e qu a te to

th e impo rta n ce of t h e subje ct s th a t h a ve b e e n d i scu sse d ,
o n e d e duct ion , a t l e a s t , may b e draw n from a ll th a t h a s
b e e n sa i d .

In t ra c i n g th e progre ss ofFre ema son ry , a n d in d e t a i l i n g
i ts sy s t em of symbo l i sm,

it h a s b e e n fou n d to b e so i n t i
ma t e ly co n n e c t e d w i th th e h i sto ry of ph i losophy , of

re l igio n , a n d of a rt , in a ll a ge s of th e wo rld , th a t th e
co n v i ct ion a t on c e fo rce s i t se lf upo n th e mi n d , tha t n o

ma so n c a n e xpe ct t ho ro ugh ly to compre h e n d i t s n a t ure ,
o r to a ppre c i a t e it s ch a ra c t e r a s a sc i e n ce , u n l e ss h e s h a l l
d e vo t e h imse lf, wi th some la bo r a n d a ss i du i ty , to t h i s s t u dv
Of i t s sy s t em. Th a t sk i l l wh i ch co n s i s t s in re p e a t i n g ,
wi th flu e n cy a n d p re crsro n , th e o rd i n a ry l e c ture s , in

comply i n g wi th a ll t h e ce remo n i a l re qu i s i t io n s of t h e

r i tu a l
, or th e giv i n g , w i th suffic i e n t a ccur a cy , th e a p

po i n t e d mode s of re cogn i t io n , pe rta i n s on ly to th e v e ry
rud ime n ts of th e ma so n i c sc i e n ce .

Bu t t h e re is a far n obl e r se r i e s of do ct r i n e s wi th wh ich
Fre ema son ry is co n n e c t e d , a n d wh i ch i t h a s be e n my
obje c t , in th i s wo rk , to pre s e n t in some impe rfe c t w ay .

I t is th e se whi ch co n st i tu t e th e sc i e n ce a n d th e ph i losophy
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A PAGE
AB . Th e H e brewword 2s , AB , s ig n ifie s “ fa t h e r , a n d wa s amon g

t h e He bre ws a t i t l e of h on or . From i t , by th e a dd i t ion of

th e p os s e ss ive p rono u n , is comp ou n d e d t h e word Abif, s ig
n ify in g h is fa th e r ,” a n d a p p l ie d t o th e Temp l e B u i ld e r.

ABIF . Se e Hiram Abif.

ABNET . Th e b a n d or a p ron ,
mad e of fi n e l in e n , va r io u s ly

wrou g h t , a n d worn by t h e Je w ish p r ie s th ood . I t s e ems t o

h a ve be e n borrowe d d ire c t ly from t h e Eg y p t ia n s , u p on t h e

re p re se n t a t ion s of a ll ofwh ose g od s is t o b e fou n d a S imi~
la r g ird le . Like th e z e n n a a r, or s a cre d cord of t h e Bra h
min s , a n d th e wh it e Sh ie ld of t h e Sca n d in a v ia n s , i t i s t h e
a n a log u e of t h e ma son ic a p ron .

ACAC IA , SPR IG OF . No symbo l i s more in t e re s t in g t o t h e ma

son ic s t u d e n t t h a n t h e Sp rig of a ca cia .

I t i s th e mimosa n i lot i ca of L in n ae u s , t h e s h i t ta h of th e He

brew wri t e rs , a n d g rows a bu n d a n t ly in Pa l e s t in e 250

I t is p re r
‘

émin e n t ly t h e symbo l of t h e immort a l ity of th e sou l . 25 1
I t wa s for th is re a s on p l a n t e d by t h e Jews a t t h e h e a d of a

g ra ve .

Th is symbo l i sm i s d e r iv e d from i t s n e v e r- fa d in g ch a ra c t e r a s
a n e v e rg re e n . O O O O 0 O 0

I t is a l s o a symbo l of in n oce n c e , a n d t h i s symbo l ism i s d e

r ive d from t h e d o u b l e me a n in g of t h e word u z u n l u
, wh i ch in

Gre e k s ig n ifi e s th e p l a n t , a n d in n oce n c e ; in t h is p o in t of
view H u t ch in son h a s Chris t ia n iz e d t h e symbo l .
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I t is , l a st ly , a symbo l of in i t ia t ion .

Th is symbo l ism i s d e r ive d from t h e fa ct th a t i t is th e s a cre d
p la n t of Ma son ry ; a n d in a ll th e a n cie n t ri t e s th e re we re
s a cre d p l a n t s , wh ich be came in e a ch ri t e th e re sp e ct ive sym

bol of in i t ia t ion in to i t s My s t e rie s h e n ce th e id e a wa s bor
rowe d by Fre ema son ry .

ADONIA . Th e My s t e r i e s of Adon is , p r in cip a l ly ce l e bra t e d in
Ph oe n ic ia a n d Sy r ia . Th e y l a s t e d for two d ay s , a n d we re
commemora t ive of t h e d e a th a n d re s t ora t ion of Adon i s .

Th e ce remon ie s of th e firs t d ay we re fu n e re a l i n t h e ir ch a r
a c t e r , a n d con s is t e d i n t h e la rn e n t a t ion s of t h e in it ia t e s for
th e d e a t h of Ad on is , wh os e p i ct u re or ima g e wa s . c a rri e d in
p roce s s ion . Th e s e con d d ay wa s d e vo t e d to mirth a n d joy
for t h e re t u rn of Adon is t o l ife . In t h e ir sp irit a n d th e ir
my s t ica l d e s ig n , t h e se My s t e r i e s bore a v e ry g re a t re s em
bl a n ce t o t h e t h ird d e g re e of Ma son ry , a n d th ey a re qu ot e d
t o sh ow t h e s tr ik in g a n a log y be twe e n th e a n ci e n t a n d t h e

mod e rn in i t ia t ion s .

ADONI S . I n my t h o log y , t h e s on ofCin y ra s a n d Myrrh a , who
wa s g re a t ly be lov e d by V e n u s , or Ap h rod it e . H e wa s Sla in
by a w i ld boa r , a n d h a vin g d e sce n d e d i n to t he re a lm of

P lu to , Pe rs e p h on e be came e n amo u re d of h im. Th is le d
t o a con t e s t for h im be twe e n Ve n u s a n d Pe rs e p h on e , wh i ch
wa s fin a l ly s e t t le d by h is re s tora t ion t o l ife u p on t h e con

d i t ion th a t h e sh ou ld sp e n d s ix mon th s u p on e a rth , a n d Six

mon th s in th e in fe r ior re g ion s . I n t h e my th olog y of th e p h i

losop h e rs , Ad on i s wa s a symbo l of t h e s u n ; b u t h is d e a th

by v io le n ce , a n d h is s u bs e qu e n t re s tora t ion to l ife , make
h im t h e a n a log u e of H iram Abi t in th e ma son ic sy s t em,

a n d id e n t ify t h e Sp ir it of t h e in i t ia t ion in h is My s t e r i e s ,
wh i ch wa s to t e a ch t h e s e con d l ife wi th th a t of t h e t h ird
d e g re e of Fre ema son ry .

AHR IMAN , or AR IMANE S . In th e re l ig iou s sy s t em of Zoroa s t e r ,
t h e p r in cip l e of e v i l , or d a rkn e s s , wh ich wa s p e rp e t u a l ly
op p os in g Ormu z d , th e p r in c ip l e of g ood , or l ig h t . Se e Z o

roa s t e r

ALFADER . Th e fa t h e r of a ll , or th e u n i v e rs a l Fa th e r . Th e

p rin c ip a l d e i ty of th e Sca n d in a via n my th o logy .

Th e Ed d a g ive s twe l ve n ame s of God , of wh ich Alfa d e r i s
t h e firs t a n d mos t a n c ie n t , a n d i s th e on e mos t g e n e ra l ly
u s e d .

ALGAB IL . On e of t h e n ame s of th e Su p reme B e in g amon g th e

Ca ba l is t s . I t s ig n ifie s “ t h e Ma s t e r B u i ld e r , ” a n d i s e qu iv
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th e h is tory of th e Ord e r , th e n i t w i l l b e corre c t ; b e ca u s e th e
Roy a l Arch d e g re e a lway s , from i t s ori g in u n t i l t h e midd l e
of th e e ig h t e e n th ce n t u ry , forme d a p a rt of t h e Ma s t e r’s .

An ci e n t Craft Ma son ry , h ow e ve r , in t h is cou n t ry , i s g e n

e ra lly u n d e rs tood t o embra ce on ly th e firs t t h re e d e g re e s .

ANDER SON . Jame s An d e rs on , D . D . , i s ce l e bra t e d a s t h e com

p i l e r a n d e d i tor of “ Th e Con s t it u t ion s of th e Fre ema son s ,
”

p u bl ish e d by ord e r of th e Gra n d Lod g e ofEn g l a n d , in 1 723 .

A s e con d e d i t ion wa s p u bl i sh e d by h im in 1 7 38 . Sh ort ly
aft e r , An d e rs on d i e d , a n d th e s u bs e qu e n t e d i t ion s , ofwhich
th e re a re s e v e ra l , h a ve be e n e d i t e d by o t h e r p e rson s . Th e

e d i t ion of 1 723 h a s be come e xce e d in g ly ra re , a n d cop i e s of

i t brin g fa n cy p ri ce s amo n g th e co l le ct ors of o ld ma son ic
books . I t s i n t rin s i c va l u e i s d e r ive d on ly from t h e fa ct t h a t
i t con t a in s t h e firs t p r in t e d cop y of t h e “ O ld Ch a rg e s ,”
a n d a l so th e “ Ge n e ra l Re g u la t ion s .

”
Th e h is tory ofMa

son ry wh i ch p re ce d e s t h e s e , a n d con s t i t u t e s th e body of th e

work , is fa n cifu l , u n re l ia bl e , a n d p re t e n t iou s t o a d e g re e
th a t oft e n l e a d s t o a bsu rd i ty . Th e craft a re g re a t ly in d e bt
e d to An d e rs on for h is l a bors in re org a n i z in g t h e in s t i tu

t ion , b u t dou bt l e s s i t wou ld h a ve b e e n be t t e r if h e h a d con

t e n t e d h ims e lf w i t h g i v in g t h e re cord s of t h e Gra n d Lod g e
from 1 7 1 7 to 1 738 wh ich a re con t a in e d in h is s e con d e d i t ion ,

a n d w i th p re s e rv in g for u s t h e ch a rg e s a n d re g u la t ion s , wh ich
w i th ou t h i s in d u s try mig h t h a ve be e n los t . No ma son i c
wr it e r wo u ld n ow v e n t u re t o q u ot e An d e rson a s a u th ori ty
for t h e h i s tory of t h e Ord e r a n t e rior to t h e e ig h t e e n th c e n

t u ry . I t mu s t a l so b e a d d e d t h a t in t h e re p u bl ica t ion of t h e

Old ch a rg e s in th e e d i t ion of 1 738 , h e ma d e s e ve ra l imp or
t a n t a l t e ra t ion s a n d i n t e rp ol a t ion s , wh i ch j u s t ly g a v e some

offe n ce to th e Gra n d Lod g e , a n d wh ich re n d e r t h e s e con d
e d i t ion of n o a u t h ori ty i n t h is re sp e c t .

ANIMAL WOR SH IP . Th e worsh ip of a n ima l s i s a sp e c i e s of ido l
a t ry th a t wa s e sp e ci a l ly p ra ct is e d by th e a n ci e n t Eg y p t ia n s .

Temp l e s we re e re c t e d by t h is p e op l e in t h e ir h on or, i n wh i ch
t h e y we re fe d a n d ca re d for d u r i n g l ife ; t o ki l l o n e of t h em

wa s a crime p u n ish abl e w i th d e a th ; a n d aft e r d e a t h , th e y
we re emb a lme d , a n d in t e rre d in t h e ca t a combs . Th is wor
sh ip w a s d e r ive d firs t from th e e a rl i e r a d ora t ion of t h e s t ars ,
to ce rt a in con s t e l la t ion s of wh ich t h e n ame s of a n ima ls h a d
be e n g iv e n ; n e x t , from a n Eg y p t ia n t ra d i t ion t h a t t h e g od s ,
be in g p u rs u e d by Ty p h on ,

h a d con c e a l e d t h ems e lve s u n d e r
th e forms of a n ima ls ; a n d la s t ly , from t h e d octr in e of th e
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me t emp sy ch os is , a ccord in g t o wh ich th e re wa s a con t in u a l
c ircu l a t ion of t h e s ou ls of me n a n d a n ima l s . Bu t be h in d
th e op e n a n d p op u la r e xe rc is e of th i s d e g ra d in g worsh ip t h e
p r i e s t s con ce a l e d a symbo l ism fu l l Of p h i losop h ica l con ce p
t ion s . How th i s symbo l ism wa s corru p t e d a n d mis in t e r
p re t e d by th e u n in i t ia t e d p e op l e , is sh own by Glid don , a n d

qu o t e d in th e t e xt .

APHANI SM (Gre e k aqnxr i tw, to con ce a l) . I n e a ch of th e in i t ia
t ion s of th e a n c i e n t My s t e r ie s , t h e re wa s a sce n i c re p re

s e n t a t ion of t h e d e a t h or d isa p p e a ra n ce of some g od or h e ro ,
whose a dve n t u re s con s t i t u t e d t h e l e g e n d of t h e My s t e ry .

Th a t p a rt of th e ce remony of in i t ia t ion wh i ch re l a t e d t o a n d

re p re s e n t e d t h e d e a t h or d i s a p p e a ra n ce wa s ca l l e d th e a p h

am
’

sm.

Fre ema son ry , wh i ch h a s in i t s ce remon ia l form be e n frame d
aft e r t h e mod e l of th e s e a n ci e n t My s t e r ie s , h a s a lso i t s a p h

a n ism i n t h e t h ird d e g re e .

APORRHETA (Gre e k a n oggtra ) . Th e h oly t h in g s i n th e a n c ie n t
My s t e r i e s wh ich we re kn own on ly t o t h e in i t ia t e s , a n d we re
n ot t o b e d isclos e d t o t h e p rofa n e , we re ca l le d t h e a p orrh e t a .

Wh a t a re th e a p orrh e t a of Fre ema son ry ? wh a t a re th e

a rca n a of wh i ch t h e re c a n b e n o d isclos u re ? is a qu e st ion
t h a t for some y e a rs p a s t h a s g ive n ris e t o mu ch d iscu s s ion
amon g t h e d iscip le s of t h e in s t i t u t ion . If th e sp h e re a n d

n u mbe r of t h e s e a p orrh e t a b e v e ry con s id e ra b ly e x t e n d e d ,
i t i s e vid e n t th a t mu ch va l u abl e in ve st ig a t ion by p u bl ic d is
cu s s ion Of t h e s c i e n ce of Ma son ry w i l l b e p roh ibi t e d . On

t h e o th e r h a n d , if t h e a p orrh e t a a re re s tr ict e d t o on ly a few

p o in t s , mu ch of t h e b e a u ty , th e p e rma n e n cy , a n d t h e e th e a

cy of Fre ema son ry , wh ich a re d e p e n d e n t on i t s Org a n iz a
t ion a s a s e cre t a n d my s t i ca l a s socia t ion , w i l l b e lost . We

move be twe e n Scy l la a n d Ch a rybd is , a n d i t i s d ifficu l t for a

ma son i c wri t e r t o kn ow h ow to s t e e r so a s , in a vo id in g too

fra n k a n e xp os i t ion of th e pr in cip l e s of th e Ord e r, n ot t o
fa l l by too mu ch re t ice n ce in t o obscu ri ty . Th e Eu rop e a n
Ma s on s a re fa rmore l ibe ra l in t h e ir vi ews of th e obl ig a t ion
of s e cre cy t h a n th e En g l ish or th e Ame ri ca n . Th e re a re

few th in g s , in d e e d , wh ich a Fre n ch or Ge rma n ma son i c
wri t e r w i l l re fu s e t o d iscu ss w i th t h e u tmos t fra n kn e s s . I t

i s n ow be g in n in g t o b e v e ry g e n e ra l ly a dmi t t e d , a n d En g l ish
a n d Ame rica n wr i t e rs a re a c t i n g on t h e a dmi s s ion , t h a t t h e

on ly re a l a p orrh e t a of Fre ema son ry a re t h e mod e s of re c

og n i t ion , a n d t h e p e cu l ia r a n d d is t in c t iv e c e remon ie s of t h e
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Ord e r ; a n d to th e se la st i t i s cla ime d th a t re fe re n ce may b e
pu bl icly ma d e for t h e p u rp os e s of s ci e n t ific in ve s t ig a t ion ,

p rov id e d t h a t th e re fe re n ce b e so ma d e a s t o b e obsc u re t o
t h e p rofa n e , a n d in t e l l ig ib l e on ly to th e i n it ia t e d .

APRON . Th e lambskin , or wh i t e l e a t h e r a p ron , is t h e p e cu l ia r
a n d d is t in ct ive bad g e of a ma son .

It s co lor mu s t b e wh it e , a n d i t s ma t e ri a l a lambskin .

I t i s a symbo l ofp u ri ty , a n d i t d e r iv e s t h i s symbo l ism from i t s
co lor, wh it e be in g symbo l i c ofp u r i ty ; from i t s ma t e ria l , th e
l amb h a v i n g t h e s ame symbol ic ch a ra c t e r ; a n d from i t s u s e ,
wh ich Is to p re s e rve t h e g a rme n ts c le a n .

Th e a p ron , or a bn e t , worn by t h e Eg yp t ia n a n d the He brew
p ri e s t s , a n d wh i ch h a s b e e n con s id e re d a s th e a n a log u e of

t h e ma son ic a p ron , i s s u p p ose d t o h a v e be e n a symbo l of
a u th or i ty ; b u t t h e u s e of t h e a p ron in Fre ema son ry orig in
a l ly a s a n imp l eme n t of la bor , i s a n e v id e n ce of th e d e ri va
t ion of th e sp e cu la t iv e sc i e n ce from a n op e ra t ive a rt .

APULE IUS . Lu c i u s Ap u l e iu s , a La t in wr i t e r , born a t Me d a u ra ,

in Afr ica , flo u r ished in th e re ig n s Of t h e emp e rors An ton i
n u s a n d Ma rcu s Au re l iu s . H is most ce l e bra t e d book , e u
t i t le d “ M e tamorp h os e s , or t h e Go ld e n As s ,

”
wa s wr i t t e n

,

B ish op Wa rbu r ton t h in ks , for th e e xp re s s p u rp ose of re c

omme n d in g t h e a n c ie n t My s t e r i e s . He h a d be e n in it ia t e d
in to ma n y of t h em, a n d h is d e scr ip t ion s of t h em, a n d e sp e

cia lly of h is own in i t i a t ion in to t h o s e of th e Eg y p t ia n Is is ,
a re h ig h ly in t e re s t in g a n d in s t ru ct i ve , a n d sh ou ld b e re a d

by e ve ry s t u d e n t of t h e s cie n ce ofma son ic symbo l ism
ARCHETYPE . Th e p rin c ip a l ty p e , fig u re , p a t t e rn , or e xamp le ,

wh e re by a n d wh e re on a t h in g i s forme d . In t h e sc ie n ce of

svmbolism,
t h e a rch e ty p e i s th e t h i n g a dop t e d a s a symbo l ,

wh e n ce th e symbol i c id e a i s d e rive d . Th u s we say t h e t em

p le i s t h e a rch e typ e of t h e lod g e , be ca u s e t h e forme r i s th e
Symbo l wh e n ce a ll t h e t emp le symbo l ism of t h e la t t e r i s d e
r iv e d .

ARCH ITECTURE . Th e a rt wh i ch t e a ch e s t h e p rop e r me th od of

con s t ru ct in g p u bl i c a n d p r iva t e e d ifice s . I t i s t o Fre ema

sou ry th e a rs a rt iu m,

”
t h e a rt of a rt s , be ca u s e t o i t t h e

in s t i t u t ion i s in d e bt e d for i t s or ig in in i t s p re s e n t org a n iz a
t ion . Th e a rch it e ct u re of Fre ema s on ry i s a ltog e th e r re la t
e d t o t h e con s t ru c t ion of p u bl ic e d ifice s , a n d p r in cip a l ly
s a cre d or re l ig iou s on e s ,

—s u ch a s t emp l e s , ca th e dra ls ,
ch u rch e s , a n d of t h e s e , ma son i ca l ly , t h e t emp l e of So lo
mon i s th e a rch e type . Mu ch of th e symbo l ism of Fre ema
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for ma ny c e n t u r i e s aft e rwa rd s , a ll l e a rn in g wa s l imi t e d to
a n d comp r is e d in wh a t w e re ca l l e d th e s e ve n l ibe ra l a rt s
a n d sc ie n ce s ; n ame ly , g ramma r , rh e tori c , log i c , a ri thme t i c ,
g e ome try , mu s i c , a n d a s tron omy . Th e e p i th e t “ l ibe ra l ” is
a fa ir t ra n s la t ion of th e La t in “ in g e n u u s ,

”
wh i ch me a n s

fre e - born ; ” th u s C i ce ro sp e a ks Of th e “
a rt e s i n g e n u w,

”

or t h e a rt s be fi t t in g a fre e - born ma n ; a n d Ovid s ay s in th e

we l l - kn own l in e s ,

In g e n u a s d id ici s se fi d e l it e r art e s
Emol l it more s n e e s in i t e s se fe ros ,

”

To h a re s t u d i ed ca refu lly th e li bera l a rts refi n e s th e ma n

n e rs , a n d p re ve n t s a s from be i n g bru t i sh . An d Ph i l l ip s , in
h is Ne w World ofWord s d e fin e s th e l ibe ra l a rt s
a n d sc i e n ce s t o b e s u ch a s are fi t for g e n t l eme n a n d sch o l
a rs , a s me ch a n ic t ra d e s a n d h a n d icraft s for me a n e r p e o
p le . As Fre ema son s a re re qu ire d by t h e ir l a n dma rks t o
b e fre e - born ,

~we s e e t h e p rop r i e ty of in corp ora t in g t h e a rt s
offre e - born me n amon g th e ir symbo ls . As t h e sy st em of

Ma s on ry d e r i ve d i t s p re s e n t form a n d org a n iz a t ion from th e

t ime s wh e n th e s t u dy of th e s e a rt s a n d s ci e n ce s con st i t u t e d
t h e labors of th e w is e s t me n , t h e y h ave v e ry a p p rop r ia t e ly
be e n a dop t e d a s t h e symbo l of t h e comp l e t ion of h uma n

l e a rn in g .

ASHLAR . In b u i ld e rs’ la n g u a g e , a s ton e t ake n from th e qu a r
r i e s .

ASHLAR , PERFECT. A s ton e t h a t h a s be e n h ewe d , squ a re d , a n d
p ol ish e d , so a s t o b e fi t for u s e i n th e bu i ld in g . Ma son ica l

ly , it i s a symbo l of t h e s t a t e ofp e rfe c t ion a t t a in e d by me a n s

of e d u ca t ion . An d a s i t i s t h e obj e c t of Sp e cu l a t ive Ma

sou ry t o p rod u ce t h is s t a t e of p e rfe c t ion , i t may in t h a t

p o in t of v ie w b e a lso con s id e re d a s a symbo l of th e s ocia l
ch a ra ct e r of th e i n s t i t u t ion of Fre ema son ry .

ASELAR , ROUGH . A s t on e in i t s ru d e a n d n a t u ra l s t a t e . Ma

son ica l ly ,
i t i s a symbo l ofme n

’

s n a t u ra l s t a t e of ig n ora n ce .

Bu t ift h e p e rfe ct a sh la r b e , in re fe re n ce t o i t s mod e ofp re p
a ra t ion , con s id e re d a s a symbo l of th e s oc ia l ch a ra ct e r of
Fre ema son ry , th e n t h e rou g h a sh l a r mu s t b e con s id e re d a s

a symbo l of th e p rofa n e world . In t h i s sp e c i e s of symbo l
i sm, th e rou g h a n d p e rfe ct a sh la rs be a r t h e s ame re la t ion
to e a ch o t h e r a s i g n ora n ce d oe s t o kn owl e d g e , d e a th to l ife ,
a n d l ig h t t o d a rkn e s s . Th e rou g h a sh la r i s th e p rofa n e , t h e
pe rfe c t a sh la r is th e in i t ia t e .
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ASHMOLE , ELIAS . A ce l e bra t e d a n t i qu a ry ofEn g la n d , wh o wa s
born in 161 7 . H e h a s wri t t e n a n a u t obiog ra p hy , or ra th e r
d ia ry of h is l ife , wh i ch e x t e n d s t o w ith in e ig h t y e a rs of h is
d e a t h . Un d e r t h e d a t e of Oct obe r 1 6, 1 646, h e h a s ma d e

t h e fol lowin g e n try : I wa s ma d e a Fre e - Ma son a t W a r

rin g t on , in La n ca sh ire , w i th C01. H e n ry Ma inwa rin g , ofCa r
t ich am, in Ch e sh ire ; th e n ame s of t hos e th a t we re th e n a t

t h e lod g e : Mr . Rich a rd Pe n k e t , wa rd e n ; Mr. Jame s Col
l i e r , Mr . Ri ch a rd S a n ke y , He n ry Li t t l e r , Joh n E l lam a n d

Hu g h Bre w e r . ” Th irty - s ix y e a rs aft e rwa rd s , u n d e r d a t e of

Ma rch 10, 1682, h e make s t h e fo l lowin g e n t ry : I re ce ive d
a s u mmo n s to a p p e a r a t a lodg e t o b e h e ld t h e n e xt d ay a t

Ma son s
’ Ha ll , in Lon d on . 1 1 . Accord in g ly I we n t , a n d

abou t n oon wa s a dmi t t e d in to t h e fe l lowsh ip of Fre ema son s
by S irWil l iamWilson , Kn ig h t , Ca p t a i n Rich a rd Borthw i ck ,
Mr Wil l iam Woo dma n , Mr . Wil l iam Gre y , Mr . Samu e l
Ta y lou r, a n d Mr . Wil l iamWi s e . I wa s t h e s e n ior fe l low
amon g t h em (i t be ing t h irty - fi v e yea rs s in c e I wa s a dmit
t e d ) ; th e re wa s p re s e n t be s id e my s e lf t h e fe llows aft e r
n ame d : Mr . Th oma s Wi s e , ma s t e r of th e Ma son s

’

Comp a

n y th is y e a r ; Mr . Th oma s Sh orth o s e , Mr . Th oma s Sh a d
bol t , Wa id s fi

’

ord , Esq . , Mr . Nich o la s You n g ,
Mr . Joh n

Sh orth os e , Mr . W il l iam Hamon , Mr . Joh n Th omp son , a n d

Mr . Wil l iam S t a n ton . We a ll d in e d a t th e Ha lf-Moon Ta v

crn , in Ch e a p s id e , a t a n obl e d in n e r p re p a re d a t th e ch a rg e
Of th e n e w- a cc e p t e d Ma son s . Th e t i t l e s of some of th e

p e rson s n ame d in t h e s e two re ce p t ion s con firm wh a t i s

s a id in th e t e x t , t h a t t h e op e ra t ive wa s a t th a t t ime be in g
s u p e rs e d e d by th e sp e cu la t iv e e l eme n t . I t is d e e p ly t o b e
re g re t t e d t h a t Ashmo l e d id n o t c a rry o u t h is p roj e ct e d d e
s ig n Of wri t in g a h ist ory of Fre ema son ry , for wh ich i t is

s a id th a t h e h a d co l l e c t e d a bu n d a n t ma t e r ia l s . H is H is tory
of th e Ord e r of th e Ga rt e r sh ows wh a t we mig h t h a ve e x

p e c t e d from h is tre a tme n t of th e ma son i c in s t i t u t ion .

ASPIRANT . On e wh o a sp ire s t o or s e e ks aft e r th e t ru th . Th e

t it l e g ive n t o t h e ca n d id a t e In t h e a n c ie n t My s t e r i e s .

ATHELSTAN . Kin g ofEn g la n d , wh o a sce n d e d t h e th ron e in 924.

An d e rson c i t e s t h e O ld con s t i t u t ion s a s s ay in g th a t h e e n

cou ra g e d t h e Ma son s , a n d brou g h t ma n y ove r from Fra n c e
a n d e l s ewh e re . I n h i s re ig n , a n d in t h e y e a r 926 , t h e ce l e
bra t e d Ge n e ra l As sembly of th e Cra ft wa s h e ld in th e ci ty of

York , wi th Prin c e Edwa rd , t h e kin g ’

s brot h e r , for Gra n d
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Ma s t e r , wh e n n ew con s t it u t ion s we re frame d . From th i s
a s s embly t h e York R i t e d a t e s i t s orig in .

AUTOPSY (Gre e k w h orl/ la , a s e e i n g wi th on e
’
s own ey e s ) . Th e

comp l e t e commu n ica t ion Of t h e s e cre t s in t h e a n c i e n t My s
t e ri e s , wh e n t h e a sp ira n t wa s a dmi t t e d in t o t h e s a c e l l u m, or

mos t sa cre d p la ce , a n d wa s i n v e s t e d by t h e H ie rop h a n t w it h
a ll t h e a p orrh e ta , or sa cre d th in g s , wh ich con s t i t u t e d th e

p e rfe c t kn ow l e d g e of th e in i t ia t e . A s imi l a r ce remony in

Fre ema son ry i s ca l l e d t h e Ri t e of In tru s t in g .

AUM . Th e t r i l i t e ra l n ame ofGod i n t h e Bra hmin ica l my s t e r i e s ,
a n d e qu iva l e n t amon g th e H in d oos t o t h e t e tra g ramma t on

Of th e Je ws . In on e of t h e P u ra n a s , or s a cre d books of

th e H in d oos , i t i s s a id , All th e r i t e s ord a in e d i n th e Ve d a s ,
t h e s a cr ifice s t o fi re , a n d a ll ot h e r so l emn p u rifi ca t ion s , sh a l l
p a ss awa y ; b u t t h a t wh ich sh a l l n e ve r p a s s away is th e word
AUM , for i t i s t h e symbo l of t h e Lord of a ll t h in g s .

”

B

BABEL . Th e b ibl ica l a ccou n t of t h e d isp e rs ion Of ma n k in d in
con s e qu e n ce of th e con fu s ion oft on g u e s a t B abe l , h a s be e n
in corp ora t e d in to t h e h is tory of Ma son ry . Th e t e x t h a s
sh own t h e p roba bi l i ty t h a t th e p u re a n d abs tra ct p r in cip l e s
of th e Pr imi t iv e Fre ema son ry h a d be e n p re s e rve d by Noah

a n d h i s imme d ia t e d e sc e n d a n t s ; a n d a l so th a t , a s a cou s e

qu e n ce of th e d isp e rs ion ,
t h e s e p r in cip le s h a d be e n los t or

g re a t ly corru p t e d by t h e G e n t i l e s , wh o we re remov e d from
th e in flu e n ce a n d t e a ch in g s Of t h e g re a t p a tr ia rch .

Now th e re wa s in t h e Old r i t u a l s a formu la i n th e th ird d e
g re e , p re s e rv e d in some p l a ce s t o th e p re s e n t d ay , wh ich
t e a ch e s t h a t th e ca n d id a t e h a s come from th e t ower of B a be l,

wh ere la n g u a g e wa s confou n d ed a n d Ma son ry los t , a n d t h a t

h e i s t ra v e l l in g t o th e thre sh i n g -floor of Orn a n th e J e bu s i t e ,
wh ere la n g u a g e wa s re s tore d a n d Ma son ry fo u n d . An a t

t e n t iv e p e ru sa l of t h e n in e t e e n p rop os i t ion s s e t forth in t h e

p re l imin a ry ch a p t e r of th is work w i l l fu rn ish t h e re a d e r
w i th a k e y for t h e in t e rp re t a t ion of th is formu la . Th e p rin
c ip le s of t h e Primi t i v e Fre ema son ry of t h e e a r ly p r i e s th ood
we re corru p t e d or los t a t B a be l by th e d e fe ct ion of a p ort ion
ofma n kin d from Noa h , t h e con s e rva t or of t h os e p r in cip l e s .

Lon g aft e r , t h e d e sc e n d a n t s of th is p e op l e u n i t e d w it h th os e
ofNoa h a t t h e t emp l e of So lomon

, wh o s e s i t e wa s t h e th re sh
in g

- d oor of Om a n t h e Je b u s i t e , from wh om i t h a d be e n
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s e rve r , a n d S iva th e D e st roy e r , —t h e u n it e d g odh e a d be in g
a symbo l of t h e s u n .

Bra hma wa s a symbo l of th e ris i n g s u n , S i va of t h e s u n a t

me rid ia n , a n d V ish n u of t h e s e t t in g s u n .

BRUCE . Th e in trod u ct ion of Fre ema son ry in to Scot la n d h a s
be e n a t tribu t e d by some wr i t e rs t o Kin g Robe rt Bru ce , wh o
i s sa id t o h a ve e st abl ish e d in 1 3 14 t h e Ord e r of H e rodom,

for th e re ce p t ion of th os e Kn ig h t s Temp la rs who h a d t a ke n
re fu g e in h i s d omi n ion s from t h e p e rse cu t ion s of t h e Pop e
a n d t h e K in g of Fra n ce . Lawr i e , wh o i s e xce l l e n t a u th or
i ty for Scot t ish Ma son ry , d oe s n o t a p p e a r , h owe ve r, to g ive
a n y cre d i t to th e n a rra t ive . W h a t e ve r Bru ce may h a ve d on e
for th e h ig h e r d e g re e s , th e re i s n o d ou bt th a t An c i e n t Craft
Ma s on ry wa s in t rod u ce d in to Sco t l a n d a t a n e a rl ie r p e r iod .

Se e K f
t lwi n n i n g . Ye t th e t e xt i s r ig h t i n makin g Bru ce on e

of th e p a tron s a n d e n cou ra g e rs of Scot t ish Fre ema son ry .

BRYANT. Ja cob Bry a n t , fre qu e n t ly qu ot e d in t h is work , wa s a

d is t in g u i sh e d En g l i sh a n t iqu a ry , born in th e y e a r 1 7 1 5 , a n d
d e c e a s e d in 1804 . H is mos t c e l e bra t e d work is “ A Ne w

Sy s t em OfAn ci e n t My t ho log y ,

”
wh ich a p p e a re d in 1 7 73—76 .

Al thou g h obj e ct ion abl e on a ccou n t of i t s t oo con j e ct u ra l
ch a ra c t e r , i t con t a in s a fu n d Ofd e ta i l s on th e su bj e ct of sym
h o l ism a n d may b e con su l t e d w i t h a dva n t a g e by th e ma

son i c s t u d e n t .
BU ILDER . Th e ch i e f a rch i t e ct of t h e t emp le of So lomon is

oft e n ca l l e d “
t h e B u i ld e r . Bu t t h e word is a l so a p p l i e d

g e n e ra l ly t o t h e cra ft ; for e ve ry Sp e cu la t ive Ma son i s a s

mu ch a bu i ld e r a s wa s h is op e ra t i v e p re d e ce s sor . An Ame r
i ca n wri t e r (F . S . Wood , of AI k a n sa s ) t h u s a l lu d e s t o t h is
symbo l i c id e a . Ma son s a re ca l l e d mora l bu i ld e rs . In

t h e ir r i t u a l s , t h e y d e cla re t h a t a more n obl e a n d g loriou s
p u rp os e t h a n squ a r in g s t on e s a n d h e w in g t imbe rs i s t h e irs ,
fi t t i n g immort a l n a t u re for t h a t Sp iri t u a l bu i ldi n g n o t ma d e

w i t h h a n d s , e t e rn a l in th e h e a ve n s .

”
An d h e a d d s ,

“ Th e

bu i ld e r bu i ld s for a c e n t u ry ; ma s on s for e t e rn i ty . I n t h is
s e n s e , t h e bu i ld e r ” i s t h e n obl e s t t it le t ha t c a n b e be s towe d
u p on a ma son .

BUNYAN ,
JOHN . Fami l ia r t o e v e ry on e a s th e a u th or of t h e

“ P i lg rim’

s Prog re s s .

”
H e l i ve d in th e s e ve n t e e n th c e n t u

ry , a n d wa s th e mos t ce l e bra t e d a l l e g or i ca l wr i t e r of En g

l a n d . H is work e n t i t l e d So lomon
’

s Temp l e Sp iri t u a l
iz e d w i l l su p p ly th e s t u d e n t of ma son i c symbo l i sm wi th
ma n y va lu able s u g g e s tion s .
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CABALA . Th e my s t ica l p h i losop hy of th e Jews . Th e word
wh ich is d e r i ve d from a He brew root , s ig n ify in g to re ce i ve ,

h a s some t ime s be e n u s e d in a n e n l a rg e d s e n se , a s comp re
h e n d in g a ll t h e e xp l a n a t ion s , maxims , a n d ce remon i e s wh ich
h a v e be e n t ra d i t ion a l ly h a n d e d d own t o t h e Jews ; bu t in
th a t more l imi t e d a cce p t a t ion ,

in wh i ch i t i s i n t ima t e ly con

n e ct e d wi th t h e symbo l ic sci e n ce of Fre ema son ry , t h e cab

a la may b e d e fin e d t o b e a sy s t em of p h i losop hy wh i ch em

bra ce s ce rt a in my s t ica l in t e rp re t a t ion s of Scrip t u re , a n d

me t a p hy s i ca l sp e cu la t ion s con ce rn in g th e D e i ty , ma n , a n d

sp iri t u a l be in g s . I n th e se in t e rp re t a t ion s a n d sp e cu l a t ion s ,
a ccord in g t o t h e Jewi sh doct ors , we re e n ve lop e d t h e mos t

p rofou n d t ru th s of re l ig ion , wh ich , to b e comp re h e n d e d by
fi n i t e be in g s , a re obl ig e d t o b e re ve a l e d th rou g h t h e me d i
u m Of symbo l s a n d a l l e g or i e s . Bu xtorf (Le x . Ta lm. ) d e
fin e s th e Caba l a to b e a s e cre t sc ie n ce , wh i ch t re a t s in a

my s t i ca l a n d e n igma t i ca l ma n n e r Of th in g s d iv in e , a n g e l ica ] ,
t h e o log ica l , ce l e s t ia l , a n d me t a p hy s i ca l , t h e s u bj e ct s be in g
e n ve lop e d in s trikin g symbo ls a n d s e cre t mod e s of t e a ch in g .

CABALI ST . A Jew ish p h i losop h e r. On e wh o u n d e rs t a n d s a n d

t e a ch e s t h e d oc tr in e s of t h e Caba la , or th e Jew ish p h iloso
p hy .

CAB IR I . Ce rt a in g od s , wh os e worsh ip wa s firs t e s t abl ish e d in

t h e Is la n d ofS amo thra ce , wh e re t h e Cabiric My s t e rie s we re
p ra ct is e d u n t il t h e be g in n in g of t h e Chr is t ia n e ra . Th e y

we re fou r in n u mbe r, a n d by s ome a re s u p p os e d t o h a ve
re fe rre d to Noa h a n d h i s th re e son s . I n th e My s t e rie s t h e re
wa s a l e g e n d of th e d e a th a n d re s tora t ion t o l ife of Aty s ,

th e son of Cy be le . Th e ca n d id a t e re p re s e n t e d Ca dmillu s ,
t h e y ou n g e s t of t h e Ca bir i , wh o wa s s la in by h is th re e bre th
re n . Th e l e g e n d of t h e Cabiri c My st e r ie s , a s fa r a s i t ca n

b e u n d e rs t ood from th e fa in t a l lu s ion s of a n c i e n t a u th ors ,
wa s in sp iri t a n d d e s ig n ve ry a n a log ou s to t h a t of t h e t h ird
d e g re e Of Ma son ry .

CADMILLUS . On e of th e g od s of t h e Cabiri , wh o wa s s la in by

h i s broth e rs , on wh ich c ircu ms t a n ce th e l e g e n d of t h e Ca

b iric or Samoth ra cia n My s t e r ie s i s fou n d e d . H e i s th e a n a

log u e of t h e B u i ld e r in t h e H iramic l e g e n d ofFre ema son ry .

CAIRNS . H e a p s of s ton e s of a con ica l form, e re c t e d by t h e Dru

id s . Some s u p p os e t h em t o h a v e be e n s e p u l ch ra l mon u

me n t s , ot h e rs a lt a rs . Th e y we re u n dou bt e d ly of a re l ig iou s

32 d
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ch ara ct e r, s in ce sa cr ificia l fire s we re l ig h t e d u p on th em, a n d

p roce s s ion s we re ma d e a rou n d th em. Th e s e p roce ss ion s
we re a n a log ou s t o t h e circu mambu la t ion s in Ma s on ry , a n d
we re con d u ct e d l ike t h em w i th re fe re n ce t o t h e a p p a re n t
cou rs e of t h e su n .

CAS S IA . A g ros s corru p t ion of Aca ci a . Th e ca s s ia i s a n a ro

ma t i c p l a n t , b u t i t h a s n o my s t ica l or symbo l i c ch ara ct e r . 248

CELTIC MY STER IE S . Th e re l ig iou s ri t e s of a n c ie n t Ga u l a n d
Bri t a in , more fami l ia rly kn own a s Dru i d i sm, wh i ch s e e .

CEREMONIE S . Th e o u t e r g a rme n t s wh i ch cove r a n d a dorn Fre e
ma son ry a s cloth in g d oe s t h e h u ma n body .

Alth ou g h ce remon ie s g ive n e i t h e r l ife n or t ru th to doctrin e s
or p rin cip l e s , y e t th e y h a ve a n a dmira bl e in flu e n ce , s in ce by
th e ir u s e ce rt a in t h in g s a re ma d e t o a cqu ire a s a cre d ch a r
a ct e r wh ich t h e y wou ld n ot o th e rwi s e h a ve h a d ; a n d h e n ce
Lord Coke h a s mos t w is e ly said th a t p ru d e n t a n t iqu i ty d id ,
for more sol emn i ty a n d be t t e r memory a n d obs e rva t ion of

th a t wh i ch i s t o b e d on e , e xp re s s s u bs t a n ce s u n d e r c e remo
n ie s .

”

CERE S . Amon g th e Roma n s t h e g odd e ss of a g ri cu l t u re ; b u t
amon g th e more p oe t ic Gre e ks sh e be came , a s D eme t e r , th e
symbo l of th e p ro l ific e a rth . Se e Deme t er

CHARTER OF COLOGNE . A ma son i c d ocu me n t of g re a t ce le br i
ty , b u t n o t of u n qu e s t ion e d a u th e n t ic i ty . It i s a d e cla ra
t ion or affi rma t ion of t h e d e s ig n a n d p r in c ip l e s of Fre ema
sou ry , is su e d i n th e y e a r 1 535 , by a con ve n t ion ofma son s

wh o h a d a s s embl e d in th e ci ty of Co log n e . Th e orig in a l i s
in t h e La t in la n g u a g e . Th e a s s e rtors of t h e a u th e n t ic i ty of

t h e d ocu me n t c la im t h a t i t wa s fou n d in th e ch e s t of a lodg e
a t Ams t e rd am in 1637 , a n d aft e rwa rd s re g u la rly t ra n smit
t e d from h a n d to h a n d u n t i l t h e y e a r 1 8 16, wh e n i t wa s p re
s e n t e d t o Pr in ce Fre d e rick OfNa s sa u , t hrou g h wh om i t wa s

a t th a t t ime ma d e kn own to t h e ma s on ic world . O th e rs a s

s e rt th a t i t i s a forg e ry , wh i ch wa s p e rp e tra t e d a bou t th e ve a r
1 81 6 . Lik e t h e Le la n d ma n u scr ip t , it i s on e of t h os e v e xe d
qu e s t ion s of ma son i c l i t e ra ry h is tory ove r wh i ch so mu ch
dou bt h a s be e n t h rown , th a t i t w i l l probably n e v e r h e sa t

i sfa ctori ly solve d . For a t ra n s la t ion of th e ch a rt e r, a n d

cOp iou s e xp la n a tory n o t e s , by th e a u thor of th is work , t h e
re a d e r i s re fe rre d t o t h e “ Ame rica n Q u a rt e rly Re v i ew of

Fre ema son ry ,

”
vol . i i . p . 52.

CHRI STIANIZ ATION OF FREEMASONRY . Th e in t e rp re t a t ion ofi t s

symbo ls from a Christ ia n p o in t of v i ew. Th is i s a n e rror
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COMMON GAVEL . Se e Ga ve l .

CONSECRATION . Th e a p p rop r ia t in g or d e d i ca t in g , wi th ce rt a in
c e remon i e s , a n y t h in g t o s a cre d p u rp os e s or offi ce s , by s e p a

ra t i n g i t from common u s e . Ma son i c lod g e s , l ike a n c ie n t
t emp le s a n d mod e rn ch u rch e s , h a ve a lway s be e n con s e cra t e d .

Hobbe s , in h is Le vi a th a n (p . i v . 0. g i ve s t h e be s t d e fi
n i t ion of t h is ce remon y . TO con s e cra t e i s in Scrip t u re
to offe r , g i ve , or d e d ica t e , in p iou s a n d d e ce n t l a n g u a g e a n d

g e s t u re , a ma n , or a n y oth e r th in g , to God , by s e p a ra t in g i t
from common u s e .

”

CONSECRATION , ELEMENTS O F . Th os e th in g s . t h e u s e ofwh ich
in th e ce remo n y a s con s t i t u e n t a n d e leme n t a ry pa rt s Of i t ,
a re n e ce s s a ry t o t h e p e rfe ct i n g a n d l e g a l iz in g of t h e a c t Of

con se cra t ion . I n Fre ema son ry , th e s e e l eme n t s of cou s e
cra t ion a re corn , wi n e , a n d oi l , wh i ch Se e .

CORN . On e of th e t h re e e l eme n t s Ofma son ic con s e cra t ion , a n d

a s a symbo l of p l e n ty i t is in t e n d e d , u n d e r t h e n ame of t h e

“ corn of n ou r i shme n t , ” to remin d u s of t h os e t emp ora l
bl e s s in g s of l ife , s u p p ort , a n d n o u rishme n t wh ich we re ce i ve
from t h e Give r Of a ll g ood .

CORNER STONE . Th e mos t imp ort a n t s t on e in th e e d ifice , a n d
in i t s symbo l ism re fe rr in g t o a n imp re ss ive ce remon y in th e
firs t d e g re e of Ma son ry .

Th e a n c i e n t s la id it w i th p e cu l ia r ce remon ie s , a n d amon g t h e

Ori e n t a l n a t io n s i t wa s th e symbo l of a p rin ce , or ch i e f.
I t i s on e of t h e mo st imp re s s ive symbo ls of Ma son ry .

I t i s a symbo l of t h e ca n d id a t e on h is in it ia t ion .

AS a symbo l i t is e xclu s i ve ly ma s on i c , a n d con fin e d t o a t em

p le orig in .

COVER ING O F TH E LODGE . Un d e r t h e t e ch n ica l n ame of th e

clou d e d ca n op y or s t a rry - d e cke d h e a ve n s ,
”
i t i s a symbo l

of t h e fu t u re world , —of t h e ce l e s t ia l lod g e a bove , wh e re
th e G . A. O . T . U . fore ve r p re s id e s , a n d wh ich con s t i t u t e s
t h e fore ig n cou n try wh ich e ve ry ma son h op e s t o re a ch . 1 1 7

CREUZ ER . G e org e Fre d e r ick Gre n z e r , wh o wa s born i n Ge r

ma n y in 17 7 1 , a n d wa s a p rofe s sor a t t h e Un ive rs i ty ofH e i

d e lbe rg , d e vo t e d h ims e lf to t h e s t u dy of t h e a n ci e n t re l i
g ion s , a n d w i th p rofou n d l e a rn in g , e s t abl ish e d a p e c u l ia r
sy s t em on t h e s u bj e ct . Ma n y of h i s v i ew s h a v e be e n a dop t

e d in t h e t e xt of t h e p re s e n t work . His t h e ory wa s , t h a t
t h e re l ig ion a n d my th o lo g y of th e a n c i e n t Gre e ks w e re bor
rowe d from a fa r more a n ci e n t p e op l e , a body of p ri e s t s
comin g from t h e E a s t , wh o re ce iv e d t h em a s a re v e l a t ion .
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Th e my th s a n d tra d i t ion s Of th is a n ci e n t p e op l e we re a d op t e d
by He s iod , Home r, a n d th e la t e r p o e t s , a l t h ou g h n o t w ith
ou t s ome mis u n d e rs t a n d in g of t h em, a n d t h e y we re fi n a l

ly p re s e rv e d in t h e My s t e rie s , a n d be came s u bj e c t s of

in ve s t ig a t ion for the p h i losop h e rs . Th is t h e ory Cre u z e r
h a s d e ve lop e d in h is mo s t imp ort a n t work , e n t i t l e d Sym

h ol ik u n d My th o log i e d e r a l t e n V Olk e r, be so n d e rs d e rGre ich
e n ,

”
wh ich wa s p u bl ish e d a t Le ip s i c in 1 8 19 . Th e re is n o

t ra n s l a t ion of th is work in to En g l i sh , b u t Gu ig n ia u t p u b

l ish e d a t Pa r i s , in 1824 , a p a ra p h ra s t i c t ra n s la t ion of i t , u n d e r
th e t i t l e Of Re l ig ion s d e l

’
An t iq u i té con s idéré e s p rin cip a l e

me n t d a n s l e u r Forme s Symbo l iqu e s e t My th o log i qu e s .

”

Cre u z e r
’

s v i e ws t h row mu ch l ig h t on th e symbo l ic h is t ory
of Fre ema son ry .

CRO S S . No symbo l wa s so u n iv e rs a l ly d iffu s e d a t a n e a rly p e
riod a s t h e cros s . I t w a s , s a y s Fa be r (Ca bir . i i . a

symbo l throu g hou t th e p a g a n world lon g p re v iou s to i t s b e
comin g a n obj e c t Of v e n e ra t ion t o Ch ri s t ia n s . I n a n ci e n t
symbo log y it wa s a symbo l of e t e rn a l l ife . M . d e Mort ille t ,

wh o in 1 866 p u bl ish e d a work e n t i t l e d Le S ig n e d e la Cro ix
a va n t le Ch ri s t ia n i sme ,

”
fo u n d in th e v e ry e a rl i e s t e p och s

t hre e p rin c ip a l symbo l s of u n ive rs a l occu rre n c e s ; v iz .
, th e

ci rcle , t h e p y rami d , a n d t h e cross . Le s l i e (Ma n
’

s Orig in
a n d De s t in y , p . qu o t in g from h im in re fe re n ce t o t h e

a n ci e n t worsh ip of th e cross , say s “ I t s e ems t o h a v e be e n a

worsh ip of s u ch a p e cu l ia r n a t u re a s t o e xclu d e t h e worsh ip
Of idols .

”
Th is s a cre d n e s s of t h e cru cia l symbo l may b e

on e re a son why i ts form wa s oft e n a dop t e d , e sp e cia l ly by
th e Ce l t s in th e con s tru ct ion of t h e ir t emp l e s , th o u g h I h a v e
a dmi t t e d in th e t e x t t h e common ly re ce ive d op in ion t h a t in
cros s - Sh a p e d t emp l e s t h e fou r l imbs of t h e cros s re fe rre d to
t h e fou r e l eme n t s . B u t in a v e ry in t e re s t in g work la t e ly
p u bl ish e d Th e My t h s of th e Ne w World ”

(N . Y . , 1863)
Mr . Brin t on a s s ig n s a n o th e r symbo l ism. Th e symbo l ,

s ay s t h is wri t e r , “ t h a t be y on d a ll o t h e rs h a s a s c in a t e d th e

h u ma n min d , THE CRO S S , fin d s h e re i t s sou rce a n d me a n

in g . Sch ol a rs h a v e p o i n t e d ou t i t s s a cre d n e s s in ma n y n a t

u ra l re l ig ion s , a n d h a ve re ve re n t ly a cce p t e d i t a s a my s t e ry ,
or offe re d s core s of con fl i ct in g , a n d oft e n d e ba s in g , in t e r
p re t a t ion s . It i s bu t a n oth er symbol of th e fou r ca rd i n a l

p oin ts , th e fou r wi n d s of h e a ve n . Th is w i l l l u min ou s ly a p

p e a r by a s t u dy of it s u s e a n d me a n in g in Ame ri ca .

”

(p .

An d Mr . Br in ton g ive s ma n v in st a n ce s of t h e re l ig iou s u s e
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of th e cros s by s e ve ra l of th e a bor ig i n a l tr ibe s ’

of th is con
t in e n t , wh e re t h e a l lu s ion , i t mu s t h e con fe s se d , s e ems e vi

d e n t ly t o be to t h e fou r c a rd in a l p o i n t s , or t h e fou r w in d s ,
or fou r Sp irit s , of t h e e a rth . If t h is b e SO, a n d if i t i s p rob
a bl e t h a t a s imi l a r re fe re n ce wa s a d op t e d by th e Ce l t i c a n d
oth e r a n cie n t p e op l e s , t h e n we wou ld h a v e in th e cru ciform
t emp l e a s mu ch a symbo l ism of t h e world , of wh i ch t h e

fou r ca rd i n a l p o in t s con s t i t u t e the bou n d a r i e s , a s we h a v e
in th e squ a re , t h e cu bica l , a n d th e c ircu la r .

CTE IS . A re p re s e n t a t ion of t h e fema le g e n e ra t i ve org a n . I t

wa s , a s a symbo l , a lway s a ccomp a n ie d by th e p h a l lu s , a n d ,
l ike t h a t symbo l , wa s e xt e n s i ve ly v e n e ra t e d by t h e n a t ion s
of a n t i qu i ty . I t wa s a symbo l of th e p ro l ific p owe rs of n a

t u re . S e e Ph a llu s .

CUBE . A g e ome t r ica l fig u re , con s is t in g Of S ix e qu a l S id e s a n d

Six e qu a l a n g le s . I t i s t h e squ a re so l id ifie d , a n d wa s amon g
th e a n c ie n t s a symbo l of t ru th . Th e same symbo l ism i s

re cog n iz e d in Fre ema son ry .

D

DARKNE S S . I t d e n ot e s fa ls e h ood a n d ig n ora n ce , a n d wa s a ve ry
u n iv e rs a l symbo l amon g th e n a t ion s of a n t iqu i ty .

I n a ll th e a n ci e n t in it ia t ion s , t h e a sp ira n t wa s p la ce d in d a rk
n e s s for a p e r iod d iffe rin g in e a ch ,— amon g th e Dru id s for
th re e d ay s , amon g th e Gre e ks for twe n ty - s e v e n , a n d in th e

My s t e r ie s of Mi t hra s for fifty .

In a ll of th e se , as we l l a s in Fre ema son ry , d a rkn e ss i s th e

symbo l Of in i t ia t ion n ot comp le t e .

DEATH . B e ca u s e it wa s be l i e ve d t o b e th e e n t ra n ce to a be t t e r
a n d e t e rn a l l ife , wh i ch wa s th e d ogma of t h e My s t e ri e s ,
d e a th be came t h e symbo l of in i t ia t ion ; a n d h e n ce amon g
t h e Gre e k s th e same word s ig n ifie d to d i e , a n d to be i n i t i a t
e d . In th e Br i t ish My s t e r i e s , s ay s Da vi e s (My th o l . of th e
Br i t ish Dru id s) , th e n ov i t ia t e p a ss e d th e r ive r of d e a th i n th e
boa t of Ga ra n h ir, th e Ch a ron of th e Gre e ks ; a n d be fore h e
cou ld b e a dmi t t e d t o th is p r ivi l e g e , i t wa s re qu is i t e th a t h e

sh ou ld h a v e be e n my s t ica l ly bu rie d , a s we l l a s my s t ica l ly
d e a d .

DEFINITION OF FREEMASONRY . Th e d e fin it ion qu o t e d i n th e

t e xt , th a t i t is a s ci e n ce of mora l i ty , v e i l e d in a l l e g ory a n d

i l lu s tra t e d by symbo ls , is th e on e wh ich is g ive n in th e En g
l ish l e ct u re s .
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by p u r ify in g h is sou l Of a ll th e p a ss ion s th a t in t e rfe re wi th
t h a t e n joyme n t , a n d d im t h e ray s ofd iv in e l ig h t th a t a re com
mu n ica t e d t o e ve ry s ou l ca p a bl e of re ce iv in g t h em. Th e

s a cre d g a t e s of t h e t emp l e , wh e re t h e c e remon ie s of in it ia
t ion w e re p e rforme d , we re Op e n e d b u t on ce in e a ch y e a r ,
a n d n o s t ra n g e r wa s a llowe d to e n t e r . Nigh t t h re w h e r ve i l
o ve r t h e s e a u g u s t My s t e ri e s . Th e re t h e s u ffe r in g s of Dio

n y s u s we re re p re s e n t e d , wh o , l ike Os ir is , d ie d , d e sce n d e d
t o h e l l , a n d ros e t o l ife a g a in ; a n d raw fle sh wa s d is tribu t e d
t o th e in it ia t e s , wh i ch e a ch a t e in memory of th e d e a th of

t h e d e i ty t orn in p ie ce s by th e T i t a n s .

”

D IONYSUS . Or B a cch u s ; my th o log i ca l ly s a id to b e th e son of

Z e u s a n d S eme l e . I n h is My s t e r ie s h e wa s id e n t ifi e d w ith
O s ir is , a n d re g a rd e d a s th e s u n . H is My s t e ri e s p re va i l e d
in Gre e ce , Rome , a n d As ia , a n d we re ce le bra t e d by t h e Di
o n y s ia c a rt ifi ce rs t h o s e bu i ld e rs wh o u n i t e d w i th th e Jews
i n th e con st ru ct ion of K in g So lomon ’

s t emp l e . He n ce , of
a ll t h e a n c i e n t My s t e r i e s , th e y a re th e mos t in t e re s t in g to

th e ma son i c s t u d e n t .
D I S SEVERANCE . Th e d is se ve ra n ce of th e Op e ra t iv e from th e

s p e cu l a t i ve e l eme n t Of Fre ema son ry occu rre d a t t h e be g in
n in g of th e e i g h t e e n th c e n t u ry .

DI SCALCEATION , RITE OF . Th e c e remo n y of u n cove rin g th e

fe e t , or t akin g off t h e Sho e s ; from th e La t in d i sca lce a re . I t

i s a symbo l of re ve re n c e . Se e B a re Fe e t .

DRU ID ICAL MYSTER IE S . Th e C e l t i c My s t e r i e s c e l e bra t e d in

Bri t a in a n d Ga u l . Th e y re s embl e d , in a ll ma t e ria l p o in t s ,
t h e o t h e r my s t e r i e s of a n t iqu i ty , a n d h a d th e same d e s ig n .

Th e a sp ira n t wa s s u bj e c t e d t o s e ve re t ria l s , u n d e rwe n t a

my s t i ca l d e a th a n d bu r ia l in imi t a t ion of t h e d e a th of t h e

g od Hu , a n d wa s e ve n t u a l ly e n l ig h t e n e d by t h e commu n i
ca t ion to h im of th e g re a t t ru th s of God a n d immort a l ity
wh ich i t wa s t h e Obj e c t of a ll th e My s t e rie s t o t e a ch

DUALI SM . A my th o log i ca l a n d p h i losop h ica l d oct rin e , wh ich
s u p p ose s t h e world t o h a ve be e n a lway s g ove rn e d by two

a n t a g on is t i c p rin c ip le s , d is t in g u ish e d a s th e g ood a n d th e

e v i l p r in c ip l e . Th is d oct r in e p e rv a d e d a ll t h e Or i e n t a l re
lig ion s , a n d it s in fl u e n ce s a re t o b e s e e n in th e sy s t em of

Sp e cu la t ive Ma son ry , wh e re it is d e ve lop e d in t h e symbo l
ism of Lig h t a n d Da rkn e s s .
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EAST . Th a t p a rt of t h e h e a ve n s wh e re th e s u n r i s e s ; a n d a s

t h e sou rce of ma t e r ia l l ig h t t o wh ich we fig u ra t ive ly a p p ly
th e id e a of in t e l l e ct u a l l ig h t , i t h a s be e n a dop t e d a s a svm

bol of t h e Ord e r of Fre ema son ry . An d t h is symbo l ism 1 s

s tre n g th e n e d by th e fa ct th a t th e e a r l ie st l e a rn in g a n d th e

e a rl i e s t re l ig ion came from t h e e a s t , a n d h a ve e ve r be e n
tra ve l l in g t o th e we st .

I n Fre ema son ry , t h e e a s t h a s a lway s be e n con s id e re d th e mo s t
sa cre d of t h e ca rd in a l p o in t s , be ca u s e i t is t h e p la ce wh e re
l ig h t is s u e s ; a n d i t wa s orig in a l ly re fe rre d t o th e primi t ive
re l ig ion , or su n - worsh ip . Bu t in Fre ema son ry i t re fe rs
e sp e c ia l ly t o t h a t e a s t wh e n ce a n a n cie n t p r i e s t h ood firs t
d i s s emin a t e d t ru th t o e n l ig h t e n t h e world ; wh e re fore t h e

e a s t i s ma son i ca l ly ca l le d “ th e p la c e of l ig h t .
”

EGG . Th e mu n d a n e e g g i s a we l l - re cog n iz e d symbo l of th e
world .

“ Th e a n c i e n t p a g a n s , say s Fabe r , “ in a lmos t
e ve ry p a rt of t h e g lobe , w e re won t t o symbo l iz e th e world
by a n e g g . H e n ce t h i s symbo l i s in trod u c e d in t o t h e cos

mog on y of n e a rly a ll n a t ion s ; a n d t h e re a re few p e rs on s ,

e v e n amon g t h os e who h a ve n ot ma d e my th o log y t h e ir s tu dy ,
t o whom t h e Mu n d a n e Eg g is n ot p e rfe ct ly fami l ia r . I t wa s

emp loy e d n o t on ly to re p re s e n t th e e a rth , b u t a lso th e u n i

v e rs e in i t s l a rg e s t e xt e n t .

”
Ori g i n of Pa g . Id ola try ,

i . 1 7 5 .

EGG AND LUNETTE . Th e e g g , be in g a. symbo l n o t on ly of th e

re su rre ct ion , b u t a l so of t h e world re scu e d from d e s tru c

t ion by th e Noa ch i c a rk ,
a n d t h e lu n e t t e , or h ori z on t a l cre s

c e n t , be i n g a symbo l of th e Gre a t Fa t h e r , re p re s e n t e d by

Noa h , th e e g g a n d l u n e t t e combin e d , wh ich wa s t h e h ie ro
g lyp h i c of t h e g od Lu n n s , a t H e l iop o l is wa s a symbo l of
th e world p roce e d in g from th e Gre a t Fa th e r .

EGYPT . Eg y p t h a s be e n con s id e re d a s t h e cra d l e n ot on ly of th e

scie n ce s . b u t of th e re l ig ion s of th e a n c i e n t world . Al

t hou g h a mo n a rchy , w i t h a kin g n omin a l ly a t t h e h e a d of

t h e s t a t e , t h e g ov e rnme n t re a l ly wa s in t h e h a n d s of th e

p ri e s t s , wh o we re t h e so le d e p os i t a ri e s of l e a rn in g , a n d we re
a lon e a cqu a in t e d w i t h t h e re l igi ou s formu l a rie s t h a t in Eg yp t
con tro l l e d a ll t h e p u bl ic a n d p r iva t e a c t ion s of th e l ife of

e v e ry in h a bi t a n t .

ELEPHANTA . An i s la n d i n t h e Bay of Bombay , ce l e bra t e d for
t h e s t u p e n d ou s ca ve rn s a rt ificia l ly e xca va t e d ou t of t h e so l id
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rock , wh i ch we re a p p rop ria t e d to th e in it ia t ion s in th e a n

ci e n t In d ia n My s t e r i e s .

ELEU S INIAN MYSTER IE S . Of a ll th e My s t e r i e s of t h e a n cie n t s
th e s e we re th e mos t p op u l a r . Th e y we re c e l e bra t e d a t t h e

Vi l la g e of E l e u s is , n e a r Ath e n s , a n d w e re d e d i ca t e d to D e

me t e r . In t h em t h e los s a n d t h e re st ora t ion of Pe rs e p h on e
we re s ce n i ca l ly re p re s e n t e d , a n d t h e doctrin e s of th e u n ity
of God a n d th e immort a l ity of th e sou l we re t a u g h t . Se e

D eme t e r .

ENTERED APPRENTICE . Th e firs t d e g re e of An c ie n t Craft Ma

s on ry , a n a log ou s t o t h e a sp ira n t in th e Le s se r My s t e r i e s .

I t i s v i ewe d a s a symbo l of ch i ldh ood , a n d i s con s id e re d a s a.

p re p a ra t ion a n d p u rifica t ion for some th in g h ig h e r
EPOPT . (From t h e Gre e k t ra in i ng , a n e y e wi tn e ss . ) On e wh o ,

h a v in g be e n in i t ia t e d in t h e Gre a t e r My s t e r i e s ofp a g a n ism,

h a s s e e n th e a p orrh e ta .

ERA OF MA SONRY . Th e l e g e n d a ry s t a t eme n t th a t th e orig in of

Ma son ry is coe va l w i th th e be g in n in g of th e world , is on ly
a p h i losop h ica l my t h t o in d i ca t e t h e e t e rn a l n a t u re of it s

p rin c ip le s .

ER ICA . Th e t re e h e a th ; a s a cre d p la n t amon g th e Eg yp t ia n s ,
a n d u se d in th e Os ir ia n My s t e r ie s a s th e symbo l of immor
ta l i ty , a n d t h e a n a log u e of th e ma son i c a ca cia .

E S SENES . A soc i e ty or s e c t of t h e Jews , wh o combin e d la bor
wi th re l ig iou s e xe rc is e s , wh os e org a n i z a t ion p a rtook of a

se cre t ch a ra ct e r , a n d wh o h a ve be e n claime d to b e th e d e
sc e n d a n t s of t h e bu i ld e rs of th e t emp l e of So lomon .

EUCLID . Th e ma son ic l e g e n d wh i ch re fe rs t o E u c l id is a lto
g e th e r h is tor i ca l ly u n tru e . It is re a l ly a p h i losop h i ca l my th
in t e n d e d t o con ve y a ma son ic t ru th .

EURE SI S . (From t h e Gre e k sv gw i g , a d i scovery . ) Th a t p a rt
of th e in i t ia t ion in t h e a n ci e n t My s t e ri e s wh ich re p re s e n t e d
t h e fin d in g of t h e body of t h e g od or h e re whos e d e a th wa s

th e s u bj e c t of th e in it ia t ion .

Th e e u re s i s h a s be e n a dop t e d in Fre ema son ry , a n d forms a n

e s s e n t ia l p a rt of t h e ri t u a l Of th e t h ird d e g re e
EVERGREEN . A symbo l of t h e immort a l i ty of t h e sou l .
P la n t e d by th e He brews a n d o th e r a n ci e n t p e op le s a t th e h e a d s
Of g ra ve s .

For t h is p u rp os e t h e He brews p re fe rre d th e a ca cia , be ca u s e i t s
wood wa s in corru p t ibl e , a n d be ca u s e , a s t h e ma t e ri a l of t h e
a rk ,

i t wa s a lre a dy con s id e re d a s a s a cre d p l a n t .

EYE , ALL
- SEE ING . A symbo l of th e omn isc ie n t a n d wa t chfu l
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con t a in th e r ig h t a n g l e . I t i s sa id t o h a ve be e n d iscov e re d
by Py th a g ora s wh i l e in Eg y p t , b u t wa s mos t p robably t a u g h t
t o h im by t h e p rie s t s of t h a t cou n t ry , i n wh os e rit e s h e h a d
b e e n in i t ia t e d ; i t i s a symbo l of t h e p rod u ct ion of t h e world
by th e g e n e ra t ive a n d p ro l ific p owe rs of th e Cre a tor ; h e n ce
th e Eg yp t i a n s ma d e t h e p e rp e n d icu la r a n d ba se t h e re p re

s e n t a t ive s of Os iri s a n d Is i s , wh i le t h e hy p ot h e n u s e re p re

s e n t e d t h e ir ch i ld Horu s . Dr. La rd n e r s ay s (Com. on E u

cli d , p . 60) of th is p rob l em,

“ Wh e th e r we con s id e r th e
forty - s e v e n t h p rop os it ion wi th re fe re n ce t o t h e p e cu l ia r a n d
be a u t ifu l re l a t ion e s t a bl ish e d by i t , or t o i t s i n n u me rable
u s e s in e ve ry d e p a rtme n t of ma th ema t i ca l sci e n ce , or t o i t s
fe rt i l i ty in t h e con s e qu e n ce s d e ri va bl e from 'i t , i t mu s t c e r

t a in ly b e e s t e eme d th e mos t c e l e bra t e d a n d imp ort a n t in t h e
wh o l e of t h e e l eme n t s , if n o t in t h e wh o l e ra n g e ofma th e

ma t ica l s ci e n ce .

”

FOURTEEN . Some symbolog is t s h a ve re fe rre d th e fou rt e e n

p i e ce s in to wh i ch th e mu t i l a t e d body of Os ir i s wa s d iv id e d ,
a n d th e fou rt e e n d ay s d u rin g wh ich t h e body of t h e bu i ld e r
wa s bu ri e d , t o th e fou rt e e n d ay s of th e d isa p p e a ra n ce of th e

moon . Th e Sa bia n worsh ip p e rs of t h e h os t s of h e a v e n ”

we re imp re s s e d w i th th e a l t e rn a t e a p p e a ra n ce a n d d isap p e a r
a n ce of t h e moon , wh i ch a t l e n g th be came a symbo l ofd e a th
a n d re su rre ct ion . H e n ce fou rt e e n wa s a s a cre d n u mbe r . As

su ch i t wa s v i e we d in t h e O s iria n My s t e rie s , a n d may h a ve
be e n i n trod u ce d in to Fre ema son ry w i th o th e r re l ics of th e

old worsh ip of th e s u n a n d p l a n e t s .

FREEMASONRY , DEFINITION OF . S e e Defi n i t i on .

FREEMA SONS , TRAVELLING . Th e t ra ve l l in g Fre ema son s w e re a

s ocie ty e x is t i n g in th e mid d l e a g e s , a n d con s is t in g of l e a rn e d
me n a n d p re la t e s , u n d e r wh omw e re op e ra t ive ma son s . Th e

Op e ra t ive ma s on s p e rforme d t h e la bors of t h e craft , a n d

t ra ve l l in g from cou n try t o cou n t ry , w e re e n g a g e d in t h e con

s t ru ct ion of ca t h e d ra ls , mon a s t e r ie s , a n d ca s t l e s .

“ Th e re
a re few p o in t s in t h e h is t ory of t h e mid d l e a g e s ,

”
s ay s God

win ,

“ more p l e a s in g t o look ba ck u p on t h a n t h e e xis t e n ce
of th e a ssoc ia t e d ma son s ; t h e y a re t h e brig h t sp ot in t h e

g e n e ra l d a rkn e ss of t h a t p e riod ; th e p a t ch ofv e rd u re wh e n
a ll arou n d is ba rre n . Th e B u i ld er , ix . 463 .
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G. Th e u s e of th e l e t t e r G in th e Fe l low Craft ’s d e g re e i s a n

a n a chron ism. I t is re a l ly a corru p t ion of, or p e rh a p s ra th e r
a su bs t i t u t ion for, th e He brew l e t t e r a (y od ) , wh i ch i s th e
in i t ia l of t h e i n e ffabl e n ame . As s u ch , i t i s a symbo l of
th e l ife -

g ivin g a n d l ife - s u s t a in in g p owe r of God .

G . A. O . T . U . A ma son i c a bbre via t ion u s e d a s a symbo l of
th e n ame of God , a n d s ig n ify in g th e Gra n d Arch i t ect ofth e
Un i vers e . I t wa s a d op t e d by t h e Fre ema son s in a ccord a n ce
wi th a S imi la r p ra ct ic e amon g a ll t h e n a t ion s of a n t i qu i ty of

n o t in g th e D i vi n e Name by a symbo l .
GAVEL . Wh a t i s ca l l e d in Ma son ry a common g a ve l i s a s t on e

cu t t e r’s h amme r ; i t is on e of t h e workin g t oo ls of a n Eu

t e re d Ap p re n t ice , a n d i s a symbo l of th e p u r ifica t ion of t h e

h e a rt .

GLOVE S . On t h e con t in e n t of E u rop e th e y a re g i ve n t o ca n d i
d a t e s a t t h e same t ime t h a t th e y a re in v e s t e d w i t h t h e a p ron ;
t h e s ame cu s t om forme rly p re va i le d i n En g la n d ; b u t a l

t l ou g h t h e in ve s t i t u re of t h e g love s i s a ba n don e d a s a c e re
mon y both th e re a n d in Ame r ica , th e y are worn a s a p a rt of
ma son i c c lot h in g

Th e y a re a symbo l of p u rifica t ion of l ife .

I n t h e mid d le a g e s g love s we re worn by op e ra t iv e ma son s .

GOD , UNITY OF . S e e Un i ty of God .

GOD , NAME OF . S e e Name .

GOLGOTHA . I n H e bre w a n d Sy r ia c i t me a n s a sku ll ; a n ame of

Mou n t Ca lva ry , a n d so ca l l e d , p robably , be ca u s e i t wa s th e

p la c e of p u bl ic e xe cu t ion . Th e La t in Ca lva ri a , wh e n ce
Mou n t Ca l va ry , me a n s a lso a Sku l l .

GRAVE . In t h e Ma s t e r’s d e g re e , a symbo l wh ich is t h e a n a log u e
of th e p a s tos , or cou ch , in th e a n c ie n t My s t e ri e s .

Th e symbo l ism h a s be e n Chr i st ia n iz e d by some ma son ic wri
t e rs , a n d t h e g ra ve h a s th u s be e n re fe rre d to th e se p u lch re
of Chr is t .

GR IPS AND S IGNS . Th e y a re va lu abl e on ly for soc ia l p u rp ose s
a s mod e s of re cog n it ion .

I—I

HAND . Th e h a n d i s a symbol of h u ma n a c t ion s ; p u re h a n d s
symbo l iz e p u re a ct ion s , a n d imp u re or u n cle a n h a n d s sym

boli z e imp u re a ct ion s .

2 2
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HARE . Amon g th e Eg yp t ia n s th e h a re wa s a h ie rog ly p h i c of

e y e s th a t a re op e n ,
a n d wa s t h e symbo l of in it ia t ion in to th e

My s t e ri e s ofOs iris . Th e He bre w word for h a re i s a rn a be t ,

a n d t h i s i s comp ou n d e d of two word s t h a t s ig n ify to beh old
th e lig h t . Th e con n e ct ion of id e a s is a p p a re n t .

HELLENISM . Th e re l ig ion of t h e H e l l e s , or a n c ie n t Gre e ks wh o
imme d ia t e ly s u cce e d e d t h e Pe la sg ia n s in t h e s e t t l eme n t of

t h a t cou n try . I t wa s , in con s e qu e n ce of t h e i n trod u c t ion of

t h e p oe t i c e l eme n t , more re fin e d t h a n t h e old Pe la sg ic wor
sh ip forwh ich i t wa s s u bs t i t u t e d . I t s my th s we re more p h i l
osop h ica l a n d l e s s g ross t h a n t h os e of th e re l ig ion t o wh ich
it s u cce e d e d .

HERME . S ton e s of a cu bica l form,
wh ich we re or ig in a l ly n u

h cwn , by wh ich t h e Gre e ks a t firs t re p re s e n t e d a ll t h e ir d e i ‘
t ie s . Th e y came in t h e p rog re s s of t ime t o b e e sp e c ia l ly
d e d ica t e d by t h e Gre e k s to t h e g od H e rme s , wh e n c e t h e

n ame , a n d by t h e Roma n s t o t h e g od Te rmin u s , wh o p re
s id e d ove r l a n dma rks .

HERO WORSH IP . Th e worsh ip of me n d e ifi e d a ft e r d e a t h . I t

i s a t h e ory of some , bot h a n c i e n t a n d mod e rn wr i t e rs , t h a t
a ll t h e p a g a n g od s we re on c e h u ma n be in g s , a n d th a t th e

l e g e n d s a n d t ra d i t ion s of my th o log y a re me re embe l l ish
me n t s of th e a c t s of t h e s e p e rson a g e s wh e n a l ive . I t wa s

t h e doctrin e t a u g h t by E u h eme ru s amon g t h e a n ci e n t s , a n d
h a s be e n ma in t a in e d amon g t h e mod e rn s by s u ch d is t in

g u ish e d a u th ori t i e s a s Boch art , Bry a n t , Voss , a n d B a h ie r .
HERMETIC PH ILO SOPHY . Th e sy st em of t h e Al ch emis t s , t h e

Ad e p t s , or s e e ke rs of th e p h i losop h e r’s s ton e . NO sy s t em

h a s be e n more mi s u n d e rs tood th a n th is . I t wa s s e cre t , e so
t e ric , a n d h ig h ly symbo l i ca l . NO on e h a s SO w e l l re ve a le d
i t s t ru e d e s ig n a s E . A . H i t ch cock , wh o , in h is d e l ig h tfu l
work e n t i t l e d “ Rema rks u p on A l ch emy a n d t h e A l ch e
mis t s

,

”
s ay s , Th e g e n u in e A lch emi s t s w e re re l ig iou s me n ,

wh o p a ss e d th e ir t ime in l e g i t ima t e p u rsu i t s , e a rn i n g a n

h on e s t su bs is t e n ce , a n d in re l ig iou s con t emp l a t ion , s t u dy

in g h ow to re a l iz e in t h ems e lve s t h e u n ion of t h e d iv in e a n d

h u ma n n a t u re , e xp re ss e d in ma n by a n e n l ig h t e n e d su bmis

s ion t o God ’s w i l l ; a n d th e y th ou g h t ou t a n d p u bl ish e d , aft e r
a ma n n e r of t h e ir own , a me th od of a t t a in in g Or e n t e rin g
u p on t h is s t a t e , a s t h e on ly re s t of t h e so u l . Th e re i s a

ve ry g re a t S imi l a r i ty b e twe e n t h e ir d oc trin e s a n d t h os e of

th e Fre ema son s ; so mu ch so th a t th e two a s socia t ion s h a ve
some t ime s be e n con fou n d e d .
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t e tra g ramma ton , be in g t h e la st sy l la bl e re ad cab a l i s t ica l ly
(s e e ho- h i ) ; if so , i t s i g n ifie d th e g re a t ma l e p r in cip le of

n a t u re . Bu t HU, in He brew mm, i s c la ime d by Ta lmu d i c
wr i t e rs t o b e on e of t h e n ame s of God ; a n d th e p a s sa g e in

Is a ia h x l i i . 8 , in t h e orig in a l a n i J eh ova h , Hu sh emi , wh ich
i s in th e common v e rs ion “ I am t h e LORD ; t h a t i s my
n ame , th e y in t e rp re t , “ I am Je h ova h ; my n ame is HU.

HUTCH INSON ,
W ILLIAM . A d is t in g u ish e d ma son i c wr it e r ofEn g

la n d , wh o l i ve d in th e e ig h t e e n th ce n t u ry . He i s t h e a u thor
of Th e Sp iri t of Ma son ry ,” p u bl i sh e d in 1 7 7 5 . Th is wa s
th e firs t E n g l ish work of a n y imp ort a n ce th a t s ou g h t t o g ive
a s ci e n t ific in t e rp re t a t ion of th e symbo ls of Fre ema son ry ;
i t i s , in fa c t , th e e arl i e s t a t t emp t Of a n y kin d t o tre a t Fre e
ma son ry a s a s c ie n ce of symbo l ism. Hu t ch in son , h owe ve r,
h a s to s ome e xt e n t imp a ire d th e va lu e of h is labors by con

t e n d in g th a t th e in s t it u t ion i s e xclu s ive ly Ch r ist ia n in i t s
ch a ra ct e r a n d d e s ig n .

IH - HO . Se e Ho- h i .

IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL . Th i s is on e of th e two re l ig iou s
dogma s wh ich h a ve a lway s b e e n t a u g h t in Spe cu la t ive Ma

s ou ry . 22

I t wa s a l so t a u g h t in a ll th e R it e s a n d My s t e ri e s of a n t i qu ity . 229

Th e doctrin e wa s t a u g h t a s a n a bstra ct p rop os i t ion by th e a n

cie n t p r ie s th ood of th e Pu re or Pr imi t ive Fre ema son ry of

a n t iqu ity , b u t wa s con ve y e d t o t h e min d of t h e in it ia t e , a n d
imp re s se d u p on h im by a s ce n ic re p re s e n t a t ion in t h e a n

cie n t My s t e rie s , or th e Sp u riou s Fre ema son ry ofth e a n ci e n t s . 230

INCOMMUNICABLE NAME . Th e t e tra g ramma t on , so ca l l e d b e
ca u s e i t wa s n ot common t o , a n d cou ld n o t b e be s t owe d u p on ,

n or Sh a re d by , a n y oth e r be in g . I t wa s p rop e r t o t h e tru e
God a lon e . Th u s Dru siu s (Te tra g ramma ton , s ive d e No

min e D e i p rop rio , p . 108) s ay s , Nome n qu a t u or lit e ra ru m
p rop r ie e t a bs o lu t e n on t ribu i n is i D e o v e ro . Un d e d octore s
ca th o l ic i d icu n t i n commu n i ca bi le [n o t common ] e ss e cre a
t u rae .

”

INEFFABLE NAME . Th e t e tra g ramma t on . So ca l l e d be ca u s e i t
i s i n efi a bi le , or u n p ron ou n ce abl e . S e e Te tra g ramma ton . 1 75

INTRU STING, RITE OF . Th a t p a rt of th e ce remon y of i n it ia t ion
wh ich con s is t s in commu n ica t in g t o t h e a sp ira n t or ca n d i
d a t e th e a p orrh e t a , or s e cre ts of t h e my s t e ry .
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INUNCTION. Th e a ct Of a n o in t in g . Th is wa s a re l ig iou s ce re
mon y p ra c t i s e d from t h e e a rl ie s t t ime s . By th e p ou rin g on

of o i l , p e rs on s a n d th in g s we re con s e cra t e d t o s a cred p u r
p os e s .

INVE STITURE , RITE OF . Th a t p a rt of t h e ce remony of in i t ia t ion
wh ich con s is t s of clot h in g th e ca n d id a t e ma son i ca l ly . I t is

a symbo l of p u ri ty .

I SH CHOTZ EB . H e brew g ymwa g , h ewers of s ton e s . Th e Fe l

low Craft s a t t h e t emp l e of So lomon . (2 Ch ron . i i .
I SH SABAL . He brew wa s , be a rers of bu rd e n s . Th e Ap

p re n t ice s a t t h e t emp l e of Solomon . (2 Chron . II .

J

JAH . I t i s in H e brew Ti", wh e n ce Ma imon id e s c a l ls it th e two

l e t t e re d n ame
,

”
a n d d e r ive s i t from t h e t e tra g ramma ton , of

wh ich it is a n a bbre v ia t ion . O th e rs h a ve d e n i e d th is , a n d
a s se rt t h a t J a h i s a n ame in d e p e n d e n t Of Je h ova h , b u t e x
p re s s in g t h e s ame id e a of th e d iv in e e ss e n e e . S e e Ga t ak e r,

De Nom. Te tra g .

JEHOVAH . Th e in commu n icabl e , in e ffabl e n ame ofGod , in He

bre wmm-
a
, a n d ca l l e d , from th e fou r l e t t e rs ofwh ich i t con

S is t s , th e t e tra g ramma ton , or fou r- l e t t e re d n ame .

L

BOR . S in ce th e a rt ic le o n th e Symbo l ism ofLabo r wa s writ
t e n , I h a v e me t w i th a n a ddre s s d e l ive re d in 1868 by broth e r
Trou é , be fore S t . Pe t e r’s Lod g e i n Ma r t in ico , wh i ch con

t a in s s e n t ime n t s on t h e re l a t ion Of Ma son ry to l a bor wh ich
a re we l l wort h a tra ns la t ion from t h e orig in a l Fre n ch . Se e

B u lle t i n d a Gra n d Ori ent d e Fra n ce , D e c embe r , 1868 .

Ou r n ame of Ma s on , a n d o u r embl ems , d is t i n ct ly a n n ou n ce
t h a t ou r obj e ct i s t h e e le va t ion of labor .
We d o n ot , a s ma s on s , con s id e r la bor a s a p u n ishme n t in
fl ict e d o n ma n ; b u t on t h e con t ra ry , we e l e va t e i t in ou r

t h ou g h t t o t h e h e ig h t of a re l ig iou s a c t , wh i ch is t h e mo s t

a cce p t a bl e t o God be ca u s e it i s t h e mo s t u s e fu l t o ma n a n d

t o soc ie ty .

W e d e cora t e ou rse lve s w i th t h e embl ems of l a bor to affi rm
t h a t ou r d oc trin e i s a n in c e s sa n t p ro t e s t a g a in s t t h e s t igma
bra n d e d on th e law of l a bor, a n d wh ich a n e rror of a p p re

h e n s ion , p roce e d in g from t h e ig n ora n ce of me n i n p r imi t ive
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t ime s h a s e re ct e d in t o a d ogma ; a n e rror th a t h a s re su l t e d
in t h e p rod u c t ion of t h is a n t i - socia l p h e n ome n on wh i ch we
me e t wi th e v e ry d ay ; n ame ly , th a t t h e d e g ra d a t ion of t h e

workma n i s t h e g re a t e r a s h i s la bor is more s e ve re , a n d th e
e le va t ion of t h e id l e r i s h ig h e r a s h is id l e n e s s is more com

p le t e . B u t th e s t u dy of t h e laws wh ich ma in t a in ord e r in
n a t u re , re l e a s e d from t h e fe t t e rs of p re con ce iv e d id e a s , h a s
l e d th e Fre ema son s t o t h a t doctrin e , fa r more mora l th a n
th e con t ra ry be l i e f, th a t la bor is n ot a n e xp ia t ion , b u t a law

of h a rmon y , from t h e su bj e ct ion to wh i ch ma n ca n n ot b e
re le a s e d w i th ou t imp a irin g h is own h a p p in e ss , a n d d e ra n
g in g th e ord e r of cre a t ion . Th e d e s ig n of Fre ema son s i s ,

th e n , th e re h a bi l i t a t ion of la bor , wh i ch is in d ica t e d by th e

a p ron wh i ch we we a r , a n d th e g a v e l , th e t rowe l a n d th e

le v e l , wh i ch a re fou n d amon g ou r symbo ls .

He n ce th e d oc tr in e of t h is work i s , th a t Fre ema son ry t e a ch e s
n ot on ly th e n e c e s s ity , b u t t h e n obi l ity , of la bor .

An d t h a t labor i s t he p rop e r worsh ip d u e by ma n t o God :

LADDER . A symbo l of p rog re s s ive a dva n ceme n t from a lowe r
to a h ig h e r sp h e re , wh ich is common t o Ma son ry , a n d to

ma n y , if n ot a ll , of t h e a n c ie n t My s t e r i e s .

LADDER , BRAHM IN ICAL . Th e symb o l i c la dd e r u s e d in th e My s
t e ri e s Of Bra hma . I t h a d s e ve n s t e p s , symbo l i c Of t h e

s e ve n wor ld s of th e In d ia n u n ive rs e .

LADDER , MITHRA ITIC . Th e symbo l ic la d d e r u s e d in th e Pe rs ia n
My s t e r i e s of Mi th ra s . I t h a d s e v e n s t e p s , symbo l i c of th e
s e ve n p la n e t s a n d t h e s e v e n me t a ls .

LADDER , SCAND INAV IAN . Th e symbo l i c la d d e r u s e d in t h e

Goth ic My s t e rie s . Dr. O l iv e r re fe rs i t t o th e Yg g ra s i l, or
Sa cre d a sh t re e . Bu t th e symbo l ism is e i th e r v e ry a bs t ru se
or v e ry d ou btfu l .

LADDER , THEOLOG ICAL . Th e symbo l i c la dd e r of th e ma s on i c
My s t e ri e s . I t re fe rs to t h e l a d d e r s e e n by Ja cob in h is vis

ion , a n d con s is t s , l ike a ll symbo l ica l la dd e rs , of se ve n
rou n d s , a l lu d in g t o t h e fou r card in a l a n d th e t hre e t h e o log i
ca l v irt u e s .

LAMB . A symbo l of in n oce n ce . A v e ry a n ci e n t symbo l .
LAMB , PASCHAL . Se e Pa sch a l Lamb.

LAMB SKIN APRON . S e e Ap ron .

LAW , ORAL . S e e Ora l Law .

LEGEND . A n a rra t i ve , wh e th e r tru e or fa l s e , t h a t h a s be e n tra
d i t ion a lly p re s e rve d from th e t ime Of i t s firs t ora l commu n i
ca t ion . S u ch i s th e d e fin it ion of a ma s on i c l e g e n d . Th e
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p owe r by th e sp rin g . An d la s t ly , D e s E t a n g s s ay s th a t it is

a symbo l of e t e rn a l re a son , wh os e e n emie s a re t h e v ice s
t h a t d e p ra v e a n d fi n a l ly d e s troy h u ma n i ty .

Bu t n on e Of t h e s e in t e rp re t a t ion s , e xc e p t t h e firs t , ca n b e su s

t a in e d .

LETTUCE . Th e sa cre d p l a n t of t h e My s t e ri e s of Ad on is ; a

symbo l of immor ta l ity , a n d th e a n a log u e of th e a ca c ia .

LEVEL . On e of t h e workin g t oo ls of a Fe l low Craft . I t i s a

symbo l of th e e qu a l i ty of s t a t ion of a ll me n be fore God .

LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCE S . In t h e s e ve n th c e n t u ry , a ll

l e a rn in g wa s l imi t e d t o th e s e ve n l ib e ra l a rt s a n d s ci e n ce s ;
t h e ir in trod u c t ion in to Fre ema son ry , re fe rri n g to th is th e o
ry , is a symbo l of th e comp l e t ion of h u ma n l e a rn in g .

LIGHT . I t d e n o t e s t ru th a n d k n owl e d g e , a n d i s so e xp l a in e d in
a ll t h e a n c ie n t sy s t ems ; in in i t i a t ion , i t is n o t ma t e ri a l b u t
in t e l l e ct u a l l ig h t t h a t i s sou g h t .

I t i s p re d omin ant a s a symbo l in a l l th e a n ci e n t in i t ia t ion s .

Th e re i t wa s re ve re d be ca u s e i t wa s a n ema n a t ion from t h e

s u n , t h e common obj e c t ofworsh ip ; bu t t h e th e ory a dva n ce d
by some wri t e rs , th a t t h e v e n e ra t ion of l ig h t orig in a l ly p ro
ce e d e d from i t s p hy s ica l qu a l i t ie s , is n o t corre ct .

Py tha g ora s ca l l e d i t t h e g ood p rin cip l e in n a t u re ; a n d th e Cab

a lis t s t a u g h t t h a t e t e rn a l l ig h t fi l l e d a ll sp a ce be fore t h e cre a
t ion , a n d th a t a ft e r cre a t ion i t re t ire d t o a c e n tra l Sp ot , a n d
b e came t h e in s tru me n t of th e D iv in e Min d in cre a t in g ma t
t e r.

I t i s t h e symbo l of th e a u top sy , or t h e fu l l p e rfe ct ion a n d fru

i t iou of in it ia t ion .

I t is th e re fore a fu n d ame n t a l symb o l in Fre ema son ry , a n d

con t a in s wi th in i t s e lf t h e v e ry e s se n ce of t h e sp e cu la t iv e
s c ie n ce .

LINGAM . Th e p h a l lu s wa s SO ca l le d by th e In d ia n n a t ion s of th e
Ea s t . Se e Ph a ll u s .

LODGE . Th e p l a c e wh e re Fre ema son s me e t , a n d a lso th e con

g re g a t ion of ma son s SO me t . Th e word i s d e r ive d from th e

lod g e s occu p ie d by t h e tra v e l l in g Fre ema son s of t h e mid

d le a g e s .

I t i s a symbo l of th e worl d , or u n ive rs e .

I t s form, a n oblon g squ a re , is symbo l i c of t h e s u p p os e d ob

lon g form of th e world a s kn own t o th e a n ci e n t s .

LO ST WORD . Th e re i s a ma so n i c my th t h a t t h e re wa s a ce rt a in
word wh ich wa s los t a n d aft e rwa rd s re cov e re d .

I t is n ot ma t e r ia l wh a t t h e word wa s , n or h ow lost , n or wh e n
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re cove re d th e symbo l ism re fe rs on ly to th e a bstra ct id e a of

a loss a n d a re cove ry .

I t i s a symbo l of d iv in e tru th .

Th e s e a rch for i t wa s a l so ma d e by th e p h i losop h e rs a n d

p ri e s t s in t h e My st e rie s of th e Sp u riou s Fre ema son ry .

LOTUS . Th e s a cre d p la n t of t h e Bra hmi n i ca l My st e ri e s , a n d

t h e a n a log u e of th e a ca cia .

I t wa s a l so a s a cre d p l a n t amon g th e Eg y p t ia n s .

LUSTRATION . A p u r ifica t ion by wa sh in g th e h a n d s or bOdy In

con s e cra t e d wa t e r, p ra ct is e d In th e a n c i e n t My s t e rie s . Se e

Pu rifica t i on .

LUX (lig h t ) . O n e of th e a p p e l la t ion s be s towe d u p on Fre ema

sou ry , t o in d i ca t e th a t i t i s th a t s u bl ime doctrin e of tr u th by
wh i ch t h e p a t hwa y of h im who h a s a t t a in e d i t i s t o b e i l lu
min e d in th e p i lg rima g e of l ife . Amon g t h e Ros icru c ia n s ,
l ig h t wa s

'

th e kn ow l e d g e of t h e p h i losop h e r’s s t one ; a n d

Mosh e im s ay s th a t in ch emi ca l l a n g u a g e t h e cros s wa s a n

emb lem of l ig h t , be ca u s e i t con t a in s w i th in i t s fig u re th e

forms of t h e th re e fig u re s of wh i ch LV X, or l ig h t , i s com

pose d .

LUX E TENEBRI S (li g h t ou t of d a rkn e ss) . A mo t t o of th e Ma

son i c Ord e r , wh ich is e qu iva le n t t o t ru th ou t of in i t ia t ion ;
l ig h t be in g t h e symbol of t ru th , a n d d a rkn e ss th e symbo l of
in it ia t ion comme n ce d .

M

MAN. Re pe a t e d ly re fe rre d to by Ch ri st a n d th e ap os t le s a s t h e
symbo l of a t emp le

MASTER MASON . Th e t h ird d e g re e of An cie n t Craft Ma son ry ,
a n a log ou s t o t h e e p op t of th e a n c i e n t My s t e r ie s

MENATZ CH IM . H e brew max s u p e ri n t e n d e n t s , or overs e ers .

Th e Ma s t e r Ma son s a t th e t emp l e Of So lomon . (2 Ch ron .

i i .
MENU . I n t h e In d ia n my tho log y , Me n u is th e s on of Bra hma ,

a n d th e fou n d e r of t h e H in d oo re l ig ion . Th irt e e n oth e r
Me n u s a re s a id t o e x is t , s e v e n ofwh om h a ve a lre a dy re ig n e d
on e a rth . B u t i t i s t h e firs t on e wh os e in s tru ct ion s con s t i
t u t e th e wh o l e c iv Il a n d re l ig iou s p o l ity of t h e H in doos . Th e

cod e a t tribu t e d t o h im by t h e Bra hmin s h a s b e e n t ra n s la t e d
by S ir Wil l iam Jon e s , w i th th e t i t l e of Th e In s t i t u t e s of

Me n u .

MIDDLE CHAMBER . A p art of th e So lomon ic t emp l e , wh ich wa s
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a p p roa ch e d by w in d in g s t a irs . b u t wh i ch wa s c e rt a in ly n ot

a p p rop r ia t e d t o t h e p u rp os e in d i ca t e d in t h e Fe l low Craft ’s
d e g re e .

Th e l e g e n d of th e Win d in g S t a irs i s t h e re fore on ly a p h i lo
Sop h ica l my th .

I t Is a symbo l of t h is l ife a n d i t s l abors .

M I STLETOE . Th e s a cre d p la n t of Dru id ism ; commemora t e d
a lso in t h e Sca n d in a v ia n r it e s . I t i s t h e a n a log u e of t h e

a ca cia , a n d l ike a ll t h e o th e r s a cre d p l a n t s of a n t iqu i ty , i s a

symbo l of t h e immort a l ity of t h e Sou l . Le s t t h e la n g u a g e
of t h e t e x t Sh ou ld b e mi s u n d e rs t ood , i t may h e rema rke d
h e re th a t t h e Dru id ica l a n d t h e Sca n d in a v ia n r i t e s a re n ot

id e n t ica l . Th e forme r a re Ce l t ic , t h e la t t e r Goth i c . Bu t

t h e fa c t t h a t in bo th t h e mis t l e to e wa s a s a cre d p la n t afford s
a V io l e n t p re s u mp t ion t h a t t h e re mu s t h a ve be e n a common

p o in t from wh ich both re l ig ion s s t a rt e d . Th e re wa s , a s I
h a ve sa id , a n id e n t i ty of or i g in for th e s ame a n ci e n t a n d g e n
e ra l symbo l i c id e a .

M ITHRAS . H e wa s t h e g od wors h ip p e d by t h e a n ci e n t Pe rs ia n s ,
a n d ce l e bra t e d in t h e ir My s t e ri e s a s th e symbo l of t h e s u n .

I n th e in it ia t ion in th e s e My s t e ri e s , t h e ca n d id a t e p a s s e d

th rou g h ma n y t e rr ibl e t r ia l s , a n d h is cou ra g e a n d fort i t u d e
we re e xp os e d t o th e mos t rig orou s t e s t s . Amon g ot h e rs ,
aft e r a sc e n d in g t h e my s t ica l la d d e r of s e v e n s t e p s , h e

p a s se d t h rou g h a s ce n i c re p re s e n t a t ion ofHa d e s , or t h e i n fe r
n a l re g ion s ; ou t of t h is a n d t h e su rrou n d in g d a rkn e s s h e
wa s a dmi t t e d in to t h e fu l l l ig h t of E ly s i u m, wh e re h e wa s
obl ig a t e d by a n o a th of s e cre cy , a n d in ve s t e d by t h e Arch i
ma g u s , or H ig h Pri e s t , w it h t h e s e cre t in s tru ct ion s of t h e

ri t e , amon g wh ich wa s a kn ow l e d g e of th e I n e ffabl e Name .

MOUNT CALVARY . A sma l l h i l l of Je ru s a l em, in a we s t e rly d i
re ct ion , a n d n o t fa r from Mou n t Mor ia h . In th e l e g e n d s
of Fre ema son ry i t i s kn own a s a sma l l h i l l n e a r Mou n t

Moria h ,” a n d i s re fe rre d t o in th e th ird d e g re e . Th is
“
sma l l h i l l ” h a vi n g be e n d e t e rmin e d a s t h e bu r ia l - p la ce of

Je su s , th e symbo l h a s be e n Ch r is t ia n iz e d by ma n y mod e rn
ma son s .

Th e re a re ma n y ma son i c t ra d it ion s , p rin cip a l l y borrowe d from
t h e Ta lmu d , con n e c t e d w i th Mou n t Ca lva ry ; s u ch a s , th a t

i t wa s t h e p la ce wh e re Ad am wa s bu rie d , &c .

MOUNT MOR IAH . Th e b ill in Je ru s a l em 011 wh ich th e t emp l e
Of So lomon w a s bu i l t .

MYRTLE . Th e sa cre d p l a n t in th e E l e u s in ia n My st e r ie s , a n d , a s
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From th is d e fin i t ion i t w i l l a p p e a r t h a t th e my th i s re a l ly on ly
th e in t e rp re t a t ion ofa n id e a . Bu t h ow w e a re to re a d t h e s e

my t h s w i l l be s t a p p e a r from t h e s e n ob l e word s ofMaxMa l
le r : “ Ev e ry th i n g is t ru e , n a t u ra l , s ig n ifica n t , if w e e n t e r
wi th a re v e re n t Sp iri t i n t o t h e me a n in g of a n c ie n t a rt a n d
a n ci e n t la n g u a g e . Eve ry th i n g be come s fa lse , mira cu lou s ,
a n d u nme a n in g , if we in t e rp re t t h e d e e p a n d mig h ty word s
Of th e s e e rs of Old in t h e Sh a l low a n d fe e ble s e n s e ofmod

e rn ch ron i c l e rs .

”

(Sci e n ce of La n g u a g e , 2d S e r. p . 213

MYTH , H I STOR ICAL . An h is tor i ca l my t h i s a my th th a t h a s a

kn own a n d re cog n iz e d fou n d a t ion in h is t or i ca l t ru th , b u t
w i th th e a dmix t u re of a p re p on d e ra t in g amou n t Offic t ion in
t h e in t rod u ct ion of p e rson a g e s a n d c ircu ms t a n ce s . Be

twe e n t h e h is t or ica l my th a n d t h e my th ica l h is t ory , t h e di s

t in ct ion a s l a id d own i n t h e t e xt ca n n o t a lway s b e p re s e rve d ,
be ca u s e we a re n ot a lway s a bl e t o d e t e rmin e wh e t h e r th e re
i s a p re p on d e ra n ce of tru th or of fic t ion in th e l e g e n d or

n a rra t iv e u n d e r e xamin a t ion .

MYTH ICAL H I STORY . A my th or l e g e n d in wh i ch t h e h is tor i ca l
a n d tru thfu l g re a t ly p re p on d e ra t e ove r t h e in ve n t ion s of fi c

t ion .

MYTHOLOGY . L i t e ra l ly , t h e s c ie n c e of my th s ; a n d t h is i s a

v e ry a p p rop r ia t e d e fin i t ion , for my t h o logy i s t h e sc ie n ce
wh i ch t re a t s Of t h e re l ig io n of t h e a n c ie n t p a g a n s , wh ich
wa s a lmos t a l t og e th e r fou n d e d on my th s , or p op u la r t ra d i
t ion s a n d l e g e n d a ry t a l e s ; a n d h e n ce Ke ig h t ly (My tho l . of
An c ie n t Gre e c e a n d It a ly , p . 2) s ay s t h a t my t ho log y may

b e re g a rd e d a s th e re p os i tory of t h e e a rly re l ig ion of t h e

p e op l e .

”
I t s in t e re s t t o a ma son i c s t u d e n t a r is e s from t h e

con s t a n t a n t a g on i sm th a t e x is t e d be twe e n i t s doc trin e s a n d

t h os e of t h e Primi t ive Fre ema son ry of a n t iqu i ty a n d t h e

l ig h t t h a t t h e my th o log i ca l My s t e r i e s t h row u p on t h e a n

c ie n t org a n iz a t ion of Sp e cu la t ive Ma son ry .

MYTH , PH ILO SOPH ICAL . Th is is a my th or l e g e n d t h a t i s a lmos t
wh o l ly u n h i s t or ica l , a n d wh ich h a s be e n i n v e n t e d on l y for
t h e p u rp os e of e n u n cia t in g a n d i l l u st ra t in g a p a rt ic u la r
thou g h t or d ogma .

N

NAME . All H e bre w n ame s a re s ig n ifica n t , a n d we re orig in a l ly
imp ose d w i th re fe re n ce t o some fa ct or fe a t u re in t h e h is tory
or ch a ra ct e r of t h e p e rs on s re ce i v in g th em. Camd e n say s
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th a t th e s ame cu s tom p re va i l e d amon g a ll th e n a t ion s of a n

t iqu ity . So imp orta n t h a s t h is s u bj e c t be e n con s id e re d ,
th a t On oma s t ica , ” or tre a t ise s on th e s ig n ifica t ion ofn ame s

h a ve be e n wr i t t e n by Eu s e biu s a n d S t . Je rome , by S imon is
a n d H ille ru s , a n d by s e v e ra l ot h e r s ch o la rs , of wh om E u

s e be Sa lv e rt e i s t h e mos t re ce n t a n d th e mos t s a t isfa ctory .

Sh u ckford (Con n e ct . i i . 37 7 ) s ay s th a t t h e Je wish Ra bbin s
th ou g h t th a t t h e t ru e kn ow l e d g e of n ame s wa s a sc ie n ce

p re fe ra bl e to th e s t u dy of th e wr i t t e n law.

NAME OF GOD . Th e t ru e p ron u n cia t ion , a n d con s e qu e n t ly th e
s ig n ifica t ion , of th e n ame of God ca n on ly b e obt a in e d
t h rou g h a caba l is t ica l in t e rp re t a t ion .

I t i s a symbol ofd iv in e t ru th . Non e b u t th os e wh o a re fami l
ia r w i th th e su bj e c t ca n h a ve a n y n ot ion of t h e imp orta n ce
be s towe d on t h is symbo l by t h e Ori e n t a l is t s . Th e Ara bia n s
h a ve a sc i e n c e ca l l e d Ism Alla h , or th e sci e n ce Of th e n ame

of God ; a n d th e Ta lmu d is t s a n d Rabbin s h a ve wr i t t e n cop i
ou s ly on t h e s ame s u bj e ct . Th e Mu s s u lma n s , say s Sa l

v e rte (Es s a i s u r le s Noms , i i . h a ve on e h u n dre d n ame s

of God , wh ich t h e y re p e a t wh i l e cou n t in g t h e be a d s of a

rosa ry .

NEOPHYTE . (From th e Gre e k rs
'
u v a n d (p v l br, a n ew p la n t . ) On e

who h a s be e n re ce n t ly in i t ia t e d in t h e My s t e rie s . St . Pa u l
u s e s th e s ame word (1 Tim. i i i . 6) t o d e n o t e on e wh o h a d

be e n re c e n t ly con v e rt e d t o t h e Chri s t ia n fa i th .

NOACH IDE . Th e d e sce n d a n t s ofNoa h , a n d t h e t ra n smi t t e rs of
h is re l ig iou s d ogma s , wh ich we re t h e u n i ty of God a n d th e

immor ta l i ty of t h e sou l . Th e n ame h a s from t h e e a rl i e s t
t ime s be e n be s towe d u p on t h e Fre ema son s , wh o t e a ch th e

s ame d octr in e s . Th u s in t h e old ch a rg e s ,” a s qu ot e d by
And e rson (Con s t . e d it . 1 738 , p . it is s a id , “ A ma son i s

obl ig e d by h is t e n u re to obs e rve th e mora l law a s a tru e No
a ch id ae .

NOACH ITE S . Th e s ame a s Noa ch i d ce , wh i ch s e e .

NORTH . Th a t p a rt of t h e e a rth wh i ch , be in g mos t remove d from
th e in flu e n ce of t h e s u n a t h is me r id ia n h e ig h t , is in Fre e
ma son ry ca l l e d a p la ce of d arkn e s s .

” H e n ce i t is a sym

b ol of th e p rofa n e world .

NORTH - EAST CORNER . AII imp ort a n t c e remon y of t h e first d e
g re e , wh i ch re fe rs t o t h e n orth - e a s t corn e r Of t h e lod g e , i s
e xp l a in e d by t h e symbo l i sm of t h e corn e r- s ton e .

Th e corn e r- s t on e of a bu i ld in g is a lway s l a id in th e n orth - e a s t

corn e r , for symbol ic re a son s .

349
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Th e n orth - e a s t p oin t of t h e h e a v e n s wa s e sp e c ia lly s a cre d
amon g t h e H in d oos

In t h e symbo l i sm of Fre ema son ry , t h e n orth re fe rs t o t h e

ou t e r or p rofa n e world , a n d t h e e a s t t o t h e in n e r world
of Ma son ry ; a n d h e n c e t h e n ort h - e a s t is symbo l i c of th e

d ou bl e p os it ion of t h e n e op hy t e , p a rt ly in t h e d a rkn e ss of
t h e forme r, p a rt ly in t h e l ig h t of t h e la t t e r .

NUMBER S . Th e symbo l ism of s a cre d n umbe rs , wh i ch p re va i ls
ve ry e x t e n s ive ly in Fre ema son ry , wa s u n d ou bt e d ly bor

rowe d from t h e sch oo l ofPy th a g ora s ; b u t it i s j u s t a s l ike ly
t h a t h e g ot i t from Eg y p t or B a by lon , or from both . Th e

Py th a g ore a n d oc tr in e wa s , a ccord in g t o Ar is tot l e (Me t . x i i .
th a t a ll th in g s p roce e d from n u mbe rs . M . Da c ie r, h ow

e ve r , in h is l ife of t h e ph i losop h e r , d e n ie s t h a t t h e d octrin e
of n u mbe rs wa s t a u g h t by Py th a g ora s h ims e lf, b u t a t tribu t e s
i t t o h is la t e r d i scip l e s . Bu t h is a rg u me n ts a re n ot con cl u
s ive or sa t isfa ctory .

O

OATH OF SECRECY . I t wa s a lwa y s a dmin is t e re d to th e ca n d i
d a t e in th e a n ci e n t My s t e r i e s .

ODD NUMBERS . I n t h e sy s t em ofPy th a g ora s , odd n u mbe rs w e re
symbo ls of p e rfe ct ion . H e n ce th e s a cre d n umbe rs ofFre e ~

ma son ry a re a ll Odd . Th e y a re 3 , 5 , 7 , 9 , 1 5 , 27 , 33 , a n d 8 1 .

OIL . An e l eme n t ofma son i c con s e cra t ion , a n d , a s a symbo l of
p rosp e r i ty a n d h a p p i n e ss , is in t e n d e d , u n d e r t h e n ame of th e

oil ofjoy ,
”
t o in d ica t e t h e e xp e c t e d p rop i t io u s re su l t s of

th e con s e cra t ion of a n y t h in g or p e rson t o a sa cre d p u r
p ose

OLIVE . I n a s e con d a ry s e n s e , th e symbo l of p e a ce a n d of v ic

t ory ; b u t in i t s p rima ry me a n in g , l ike a l l t h e ot h e r s a cre d
p la n t s of a n t iqu i ty , a symbo l of immort a l i ty ; a n d t h u s in

t h e My s t e r ie s i t wa s th e a n a log u e of th e a ca c ia of t h e Fre e
ma son s .

OLIVER . Th e Re Ge org e Ol ive r , D . D .
, ofL in co ln sh ire , En g

l a n d , wh o d i e d in 1868 , is by fa r th e mos t d is t in g u ish e d a n d

th e mos t vo lu min ou s of th e E n g l ish wr i t e rs on Fre ema son

ry . Look in g t o h is va s t labors a n d re s e a rch e s in t h e a rca n a
Of t h e s ci e n ce , n o s t u d e n t ofma son ry ca n sp e a k ofh is n ame
or h is memory w i t h ou t p rofou n d re ve re n ce for h is l e a rn in g ,
a n d d e e p g ra t i t u d e for t h e s e rv ice s t h a t h e h a s a ccomp l ish e d .

To th e a u th or of th is work t h e re co l l e ct ion w i ll e ve r b e
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fema l e or p ro l ific p r in c ip le ; a n d Horu s , th e ir ch i ld , wa s
ma t t e r, or t h e world t h e p rod u ct of t h e two p r in cip le s .

OS IRI S , MYSTERIE S O F . Th e Os iria n My s t e ri e s con s ist e d i n a

sc e n i c re p re s e n t a t ion of t h e mu rd e r of Os iris by Ty p h on ,

th e s u bs e qu e n t re cove ry of h i s mu t i la t e d body by Is is , a n d
h is d e ifi ca t ion , or re s tora t ion t o immort a l l ife .

OV AL TEMPLE S . Temp l e s ofa n ova l formwe re re pre se n t a t ion s
of t h e mu n d a n e e g g , a symbo l of th e world .

PALM TREE . In it s s e con d a ry s e n s e t h e p a lm tre e is a symbo l
of v ictory ; b u t i n i t s p r ima ry s ig n ifica t ion i t i s a symbo l of
t h e v ictory ove r d e a t h , th a t i s , immort a l ity .

PARABLE . A n a rra t ive in wh ich on e t h in g is comp a re d
'

wi th

a n o th e r . I t is in p rin c ip le th e s ame a s a symbo l or a n a l l e

PARALLEL LINE S . Th e l in e s t ou ch in g th e c ircle in t h e symbo l
of t h e p oi n t w i t h in a c irc le . Th e y a re s a id to re p re s e n t S t .
Joh n t h e B a p t i s t a n d S t . Joh n t h e Eva n g e l i s t ; b u t t h e y
re a l ly re fe r t o t h e so l s t i t ia l p o in t s Ca n ce r a n d Ca p r icorn , in

t h e z od ia c .

PASTO S . (From th e Gre e k n a n bg , a n u p t i a l cou ch . ) Th e e of

fi n or g ra ve wh i ch con t a in e d th e body of th e g od or h e ro
whos e d e a th was s ce n ic a l ly re p re s e n t e d in t h e a n c ie n t My s
t e ri e s .

I t i s t h e a n a log u e of t h e g ra v e i n t h e th ird d e g re e ofMa son ry .

PELASG IAN RELIG ION . Th e Pe la sg ia n s we re t h e o ld e s t if n o t

t h e a borig in a l in h a bi ta n t s of Gre e c e . Th e ir re l ig ion d if

fe re d from t h a t of t h e H e l l e n e s wh o s u cc e e d e d th em in b e

in g l e s s p oe t i ca l , l e s s my th ica l , a n d more a bs tra c t . W e

kn ow l i t t l e of t h e ir re l ig iou s worsh ip , e xce p t by con j e c t u re ;
b u t we may su p p os e i t re semb l e d in some re sp e ct s t h e d oc
t ri n e s of t h e Primi t ive Fre ema son ry . Cre u z e r t h in ks t h a t
th e Pe la sg ia n s we re e i th e r a n a t ion of p r i e s t s or a n a t ion
ru l e d by p r ie s t s .

PHALLU S . A re p re se n t a t ion of th e v iri le membe r , wh i ch wa s

v e n e ra t e d a s a re l ig iou s symbo l v e ry u n ive rs a l ly , a n d w i th
o u t t h e s l ig h t e s t l a sc iv iou sn e s s , by th e a n c ie n t s . I t wa s on e

of t h e mod ifica t ion s of s u n worsh ip , a n d wa s a symbo l of

t h e fe c u n d a t in g p owe r of t h a t l u mi n a ry . Th e ma son i c

p o in t w i t h i n a c irc l e is u n d o u bt e d ly of p h a l l ic orig in .

PH ILO SOPHY OF FREEMASONRY . Th e dogma s t a u g h t in th e ma
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son i c sy s t em con s t i tu t e i t s p h i losop hy . Th e s e con s is t in
t h e con t emp la t ion of God a s on e a n d e t e rn a l , a n d ofma n a s

immorta l . I n ot h e r word s , t h e p h i losop hy of Fre ema son ry
in cu lc a t e s t h e u n i ty of God a n d t h e immor ta l i ty of t h e

s ou l .
PLUMB . On e of t h e workin g t oo ls of a Fe l low Craft , a n d a

symbo l of re c t i t u d e of con d u c t .

PO INT W ITH IN A CIRCLE . I t is d e ri ve d from th e a n cie n t su n

worsh ip , a n d i s in re a l i ty of p h a l l ic orig in . I t is a symbo l
of t h e u n iv e rs e , th e s u n be in g re p re s e n t e d by t h e p o in t ,
wh i l e th e c ircu mfe re n ce i s t h e u n i ve rs e .

PORCH OF TH E TEMPLE . A symbo l of t h e e n tra n ce in to l ife .

PR IM ITIVE FREEMASONRY . Th e Primi t iv e Fre ema son ry of t h e

a n t e d i lu via n s i s a t e rm for wh ich we a re in d e bt e d to Ol iv e r ,
a l t ho u g h t h e t h e ory wa s broa ch e d by e a rl i e r wr i t e rs , a n d

amon g t h em by t h e Ch e va l i e r Ramsay . Th e t h e ory i s , th a t
th e p ri n cip l e s a n d d octrin e s of Fre ema son ry e xis t e d in t h e
e a rl i e s t a g e s of t h e world , a n d we re be l i e ve d a n d p ra c t i se d
by a p rimi t iv e p e op l e , or p ri e s thood , u n d e r t h e n ame of

Pu re or Primi t i ve Fre ema son ry . Th a t t h i s Fre ema son ry ,
th a t i s t o s ay , t h e r e l ig io u s d octr in e in cu l ca t e d by i t , wa s ,
aft e r th e flood , corru p t e d by t h e p a g a n p h i losop h e rs a n d

p ri e s t s , a n d , re ce iv in g t h e t i t le ofSp u ri ou s Fre ema sory , wa s

e xh ibi t e d in th e a n ci e n t My s t e ri e s . Th e Noa ch id ae , h ow

e ve r , p re s e rve d th e p rin cip l e s of t h e Pr imi t ive Fre ema son ry ,
a n d t ra n smi t t e d t h em t o s u cce e d in g a g e s , wh e n a t l e n g th
t h e y a s s u me d t h e n ame of Sp ecu la t ive Ma s on ry . Th e Prim
i t iv e Fre ema son ry wa s p robably w i th ou t ri t u a l or symbo l
ism, a n d con s is t e d on ly of a s e r i e s of a bs t ra ct p ropo s i t ion s
d e ri ve d from a n t e d i l u v ia n t ra di t ion s . I t s d ogma s we re t h e

u n i ty of God a n d th e immorta l i ty of t h e sou l .
PROFANE . On e wh o h a s n o t be e n in i t ia t e d a s a Fre ema son . In

th e t e ch n ica l l a n g u a g e of th e Ord e r , a ll wh o a re n ot Fre e
ma son s a re p rofa n e s . Th e t e rm i s d e r ive d from th e La t in
word s p rofa n o , wh ich l i t e ra l ly s ig n ify “ in fron t of th e t em
p le , be ca u s e t h os e in t h e a n cie n t re l ig ion s wh o we re n o t

in i t ia t e d in t h e s a cre d ri t e s or My st e rie s of a n y d e i ty we re
n ot p e rmi t t e d t o e n t e r t h e t emp l e , b u t w e re comp e l l e d t o

rema in ou t s id e , or in fron t Of i t . Th e y we re ke p t on th e

ou t s id e . Th e e xp re s s ion a p rofa n e is n o t re cog n iz e d a s a

n ou n s u bs t a n t i ve in t h e g e n e ra l u s a g e of t h e l a n g u a g e ; b u t
i t h a s be e n a d op t e d a s a t e ch n ica l t e rm i n t h e d ia l e ct ofFre e

23
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ma son ry , in th e s ame re l a t ive s e n s e in wh ich th e word la y
ma n i s u s e d in t h e p rofe ss ion s of law a n d d i v in i ty

PURE FREEMA SONRY OF ANTIQ U ITY . Th e same a s Pr imit iv e
Fre ema son ry , wh ich s e e .

PUR IFICATION . A re l ig iou s r i t e p ra c t is e d by t h e a n c ie n t s , a n d
wh ich wa s p e rforme d be fore a n y a ct of d e vot ion . I t con

S is t e d in wa sh in g t h e h a n d s , a n d some t ime s t h e wh o l e body ,
in l u s t ra l or con s e cra t e d wa t e r . I t wa s in t e n d e d a s a sym

bol of t h e in t e rn a l p u rifica t ion of th e h e a rt . I t wa s a ce re
mon y p re p a ra tory to in i t ia t ion in a ll th e a n c i e n t My s t e ri e s .

PYTHAGORAS . A Gre cia n p lIilOSOp h e r, su p p os e d to h a ve be e n
born in t h e is la n d of Samos , a bou t 584 B . C . H e tra v
e lle d e x t e n s iv e ly for t h e p u rpos e of a cqu irin g kn ow l e d g e .

I n Egyp t h e wa s in it ia t e d in t h e My s t e ri e s of t h a t cou n t ry
by t h e p ri e s t s . H e a lso re p a ire d t o Ba by lon , wh e re h e h e
came a cqu a in t e d w i th th e my s t i ca l l e a rn in g of t h e Ch a ld e

a n s , a n d h a d , n o d ou bt , mu ch commu n i ca t ion w i th t h e Isra e l
i t ish ca p t iv e s wh o h a d be e n e xi le d from Je ru sa l em, a n d we re
t h e n dwe l l in g in B a by lon . On h is re t u rn t o Eu rop e h e e s

t a bl ish e d a s ch oo l , wh i ch in i t s org a n iz a t ion , a s we l l a s i t s
d octrin e s , bore con s id e ra ble re s embla n ce t o Sp e cu l a t ive Ma

son ry ; forwh i ch re a son h e h a s be e n cla ime d a s a n a n ci e n t
fr ie n d a n d bro th e r by t h e mod e rn Fre ema son s .

RE SURRECTION . Th is doctr in e wa s t a u g h t in th e a n c ie n t My s
t e ri e s , a s i t i s in Fre ema son ry , by a sce n i c re p re s e n t a t ion .

Th e in i t ia t ion wa s d e a th , t h e a u t op sy wa s re s u rre c t ion .

Fre ema son ry do e s n ot in t e re s t i t s e lf w i t h t h e p re c is e mod e
of t h e re su rre ct ion ,

or wh e t h e r th e body bu r i e d a n d th e body
ra is e d a re i n a ll t h e ir p a rt s id e n t i ca l . Sa t isfi e d w i t h th e

g e n e ra l t e a ch in g of S t . Pa u l , con ce rn in g th e re su rre c t ion
t h a t “ i t is sown a n a t u ra l body , it is ra is e d a sp iri t u a l
body , Fre ema son ry in cu l ca t e s by i t s d oct ri n e of t h e re s

u rre ct ion t h e s imp l e fa ct of a p rog re s s ive a d va n c eme n t from
a lowe r to a h ig h e r Sp h e re , a n d th e ra is in g of th e s ou l from
th e bon d a g e of d e a th t o i t s in h e r i t a n c e of e t e rn a l l ife .

RITUAL . Th e forms a n d ce remon ie s u s e d in con fe rr in g t h e d e
g re e s , or in con d u ct in g t h e l a bors , of a lod g e a re ca l l e d t h e
ri t u a l . Th e re a re ma n y r i t e s of Fre ema son ry , wh i ch d ifi e r
from e a ch o th e r in t h e n u mbe r a n d d iv is ion of th e d e g re e s ,
a n d in t h e ir ri tu a ls , or forms a n d ce remon ie s . Bu t th e g re a t
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or Primi t ive Fre ema son ry we re p re s e rve d in th e ra ce of

S e th , wh ich h a d a lway s ke p t s e p a ra t e from t h a t Of Ca in ,

b u t t h a t aft e r t h e flood t h e y be came corru p t e d , by a s e c e s

s ion of a p ort ion of t h e S e th i t e s , wh o e s t a bl ish e d t h e Sp u
r ion s Fre ema son rv of th e G e n t i l e s .

SEVEN . A s a cre d n u mbe r amon g t he Jews a n d t h e Ge n t i le s ,
a n d ca l l e d by Py t h a g ora s a v e n e ra bl e n u mbe r . ’

SHEM HAMPH ORASH . (Lg - p pm”my , th e d e cla ra tory n a me . ) Th e
t e tra g ramma t on i s so ca l le d , be ca u se , of a ll t h e n ame s of

God , i t a lon e d is t in ct ly d e cla re s h is n a t u re a n d e s s e n ce a s

s e lf- e x is t e n t a n d e t e rn a l
SHOE . S e e In ve s t i t u re , Ri t e of.

S IGNS . Th e re i s a bu n d a n t e vid e n ce th a t th e y we re u s e d in t h e

a n ci e n t My s t e r i e s . Th e y a re va l u abl e on ly a s mod e s of

re cog n i t ion . Bu t wh i l e t h e y are a bso l u t e ly con ve n t ion a l ,
th e y h a ve , u n d ou bt e d ly , in Fre ema son ry , a symbo l i c re fe r
e n ce .

S IVA . On e of th e ma n ife s t a t ion s of th e s u p reme d e i ty of t h e

H in d oos , a n d a symbo l of t h e su n in i t s me rid i a n .

SONS OF LIGHT . Fre ema son s a re so ca l l e d be ca u se Lu ce , or

Li g h t , i s on e of t h e n ame s of Sp e cu la t iv e Ma son ry .

SOLOMON . Th e k in g of Isra e l , a n d t h e fou n d e r of th e t emp l e of

Je ru s a l em a n d of th e t emp l e org a n iz a t ion of Fre ema son ry .

Th a t h is min d wa s emin e n t ly symbo l ic in i t s p rop e n s i t ie s , i s
e v id e n t from a ll th e wr i t in g s th a t a re a t tr ibu t e d to h im.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY . Fre ema son ry con s id e re d a s a sci e n c e
wh i ch sp e cu l a t e s on t h e ch a ra ct e r of God a n d ma n , a n d i s

e n g a g e d in p h i losop h ica l in v e s t ig a t ion s of th e sou l a n d a

fu t u re e x ist e n ce , for wh i ch p u rp os e i t u s e s th e t e rms of a n

op e ra t iv e a rt .

I t i s e n g a g e d symbo l ica l ly in th e con s tru c t ion of a Sp iri t u a l
t emp le .

Th e re i s i n i t a lway s a p rog re s s—a n a dva n ceme n t from a

lowe r t o a h ig h e r Sp h e re
SP IR ITUAL TEMPLE . Th e body of ma n ; th a t .t emp le a l lu d e d to

by Ch r is t a n d S t . Pa u l ; th e t emp l e , in t h e con stru ct ion of

wh ich th e Sp e cu l a t ive Ma s on is e n g a g e d , in con tra d is t in c

t ion t o t h a t ma t e r ia l t emp l e wh i ch occu p i e s th e labors of th e

Op e ra t iv e Ma son .

SPUR IOU S FREEMASONRY O F ANTIQ U ITY . A t e rm a p p l i e d t o th e
in it ia t ion s i n t h e My s t e r i e s of th e a n c ie n t p a g a n world , a n d
to t h e d oc trin e s t a u g h t in th os e My s t e ri e s . S e e My s t e rie s .

SQUARE . A g e ome tri c fig u re con s is t i n g of fou r e qu a l S id e s a n d
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e qu a l a n g l e s . In Fre ema son ry it is a symbo l ofmora l ity , or
th e s tr ict p e rforma n ce of e ve ry d u ty . Th e Gre e ks d e eme d
i t a fi g u re of p e rfe ct ion , a n d th e squ a re ma n

”
wa s a ma n

of u n su l l ie d in t e g rity .

SQUARE , TRY ING . On e of t h e workin g - t oo ls of a Fe l low Craft ,
a n d a symbo l ofmora l i ty .

STONE OF FOUNDATION . A ve ry imp ort a n t symbo l in t h e ma

son i c sy s t em. I t i s l ike t h e word , th e symbo l of d iv in e
tru th .

STONE WOR SH IP . A v e ry e arly form offe t i ch ism. Th e Pe la s
g ia n s a re su p p ose d to h a v e g iv e n t o th e ir s t a t u e s of t h e g od s
t h e g e n e ra l form of cu bica l s ton e s , wh e n ce in He l l e n i c t ime s
came th e He rmm, or ima g e s of He rme s .

SUB STITUTE WORD . A symbo l of th e u n su cce s sfu l s e a rch aft e r
d iv in e t ru th

,
a n d th e d iscov e ry in t h is l ife of on ly a n a p p rox

ima t ion t o i t .

SUN , RI S ING . In t h e Sabia n worsh ip th e r is i n g s u n wa s a d ore d
on i t s re s u rre ct ion from th e a p p a re n t d e a th of it s e v e n in g
s e t t in g . H e n ce , i n t h e a n cie n t My s t e rie s , t h e ris in g s u n wa s

a symbol of t h e re g e n e ra t ion of th e s ou l .
SUN-WOR SH IP . Th e mos t a n c i e n t of a ll s u p e rs t it ion s . I t p re

va i l e d e sp e c ia l ly in Ph oe n ic ia , Ch a ld e a a n d Eg yp t , a n d tra c e s
of i t h a ve be e n d i scove re d in Pe ru a n d Me xico . I t s in flu

e n ce wa s fe l t in th e a n cie n t My s t e r ie s , a n d abu n d a n t a l lu
s ion s t o i t a re to b e fou n d in t h e symbo l ism of Fre ema

sou ry .

SWEDENBORG . A Swe d ish p h i losop h e r , a n d th e fou n d e r of a re

l ig iou s s e ct . Cla v e l , Ra g on , a n d s ome o th e r wr i t e rs h a v e
sou g h t to ma ke h im th e fou n d e r of a ma son i c ri t e a l so , b u t
w i th ou t a u th or i ty . In 1 767 Ch a s t a n i e r e s t abl ish e d th e ri t e
of I l lumin a t e d Th e osop h is t s , wh os e i n s tru ct ion s a re d e r ive d
from t h e wr it in g s of Swe d e n borg , b u t th e s a g e h ims e lf h a d
n oth in g to d o w i th i t . Ye t i t ca n n ot b e d e n i e d t h a t t h e min d
of Swe d e n borg wa s emin e n t ly symbol i c in ch a ra ct e r , a n d

t h a t th e ma son i c s t u d e n t may d e rive ma n y va lu a bl e id e a s
from p ort ion s of h is n u me rou s works , e sp e c ia l ly from h is

Ce l e s t ia l Arca n a a n d h is Ap oca ly p s e Re ve a l e d .

”

SYMBOL . A v is ibl e S ig n w i th wh ich a sp iri t u a l fe e l in g , emot ion ,

or id e a i s con n e ct e d . Mu ller. Eve ry n a t u ra l t h in g wh ich
i s ma d e th e S ig n or re p re s e n t a t ion of a mora l id e a i s a

symbo l .
SYMBOL , COMPOUND . A sp e ci e s of symbo l n o t u n u s u a l in Fre e

ma son ry , wh e re th e symbo l i s to be t ake n in a d ou ble se n se ,
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me a n in g in i t s g e n e ra l a p p l ica t ion on e th in g , a n d th e n in a

sp e cia l a p p l ica t ion a n ot h e r .
SYMBOLI SM ,

SCIENCE OF . To wh a t h a s b e e n s a id in t h e t e xt ,
ma y b e a d d e d t h e fo l low in g a p p os i t e rema rks of Squ ie r
“ I n th e a bs e n c e of a wr i t t e n la n g u a g e or forms of e xp re s
s ion ca p a bl e of con ve y in g a bs t ra ct id e a s , we ca n re a d i ly
comp re h e n d t h e n e ce s s ity , amon g a p r imi t ive p e op l e , of a

symbo l i c sy s t em. Th a t symbo l ism in a g re a t d e g re e re

su l t e d from t h is n e ce s s i ty , i s ve ry obviou s ; a n d t h a t . a sso

cia t e d w ith ma n
’
s p r imi t i ve re l ig iou s sy s t ems , i t wa s

aft e rwa rd s con t in u e d , wh e n in t h e a dva n ce d s t a g e of t h e

h u ma n min d , th e p re viou s n e ce s s i ty n o lon g e r e x is t e d , is
e qu a l ly u n d ou bt e d . I t t h u s came t o con s t i t u t e a kin d of

sa cre d la n g u a g e , a n d be came in ve s t e d w i th a n e sot e r ic s ig
n ifi ca n ce u n d e rs tood on ly by th e few.

”
Th e S erp e n t Sym

bol i n Ameri ca , p . 1 9 .

TABERNACLE . Ere c t e d by Mos e s in t h e wi ld e rn e s s a s a t emp o
ra ry p la ce for d iv in e worsh ip . I t was t h e a n t ity p e of t h e

t emp l e of Je ru sa lem a n d , l ike i t , wa s a symbo l of th e

u n i ve rs e .

TALI SMAN . A fig u re e ith e r ca rve d in me t a l or s ton e , or d e lin e a t
e d on p a rchme n t or p a p e r . ma d e w i th s u p e rs t i t iou s ce remo

n i e s u n d e r wh a t wa s s u p p os e d t o b e th e sp e cia l in fl u e n ce of

t h e p la n e t a ry bod ie s , a n d be l i e ve d to p o ss e s s occu l t p owe rs of
p rot e ct in g t h e ma ke r or p OSs e s sor from d a n g e r . Th e fig u re
in th e t e x t i s a t a l isma n , a n d amon g th e Ori e n t a ls n o t a l is
ma n wa s more s a cre d th a n t h is on e wh e re t h e n in e d ig i t s
a re so d i sp os e d a s t o ma ke 1 5 e a ch way . Th e Arabia n s
ca l l e d i t z a h a l , wh i ch wa s th e n ame of t h e p la n e t Sa t u rn ,

be ca u s e th e n in e d ig i t s a d d e d t og e th e r make 45 , a n d t h e

l e t t e rs of t h e word z a h a l a re , a ccord in g t o t h e n u me ri ca l
p owe rs of t h e Ara bic a lp h abe t , e qu iva l e n t t o 45 . Th e cab

a lis t s e s t e em i t be ca u s e 1 5 wa s t h e n u me r ica l p owe r of th e
le t t e rs comp os in g t h e word JAH , wh ich i s on e of t h e n ame s

of God .

TALMUD . Th e my s t ica l p h i losop hy of th e Jew ish Rabbin s i s
con t a in e d in t h e Ta lmu d , wh i ch i s a col l e c t ion of books
d iv id e d in to two p a rt s , th e Mi sh n a , wh i ch con t a in s t h e re c

ord of t h e ora l law, firs t commit t e d t o wr i t in g in t h e s e con d
or th ird ce n t u ry , a n d t h e Gema ra , or comme n t a r ie s on i t . In
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TERM INUS . On e of th e mos t a n c ie n t of th e Roma n d e i t i e s . He

wa s th e g od of bou n d a r i e s a n d l a n dma rks , a n d h is s t a tu e

con s is t e d on ly of a c u bica l s t on e , w i th ou t a rms or le g s , to
Sh ow th a t h e wa s immova ble

TETRACTYS . A fig u re u se d by Py th a g ora s , con s is t in g of t e n

po in t s , a rra n g e d in a t ri a n g u l a r form so a s to re p re s e n t t h e
mon a d , d u a d , t ria d , a n d q u a rt e rn ia d . I t wa s con s id e re d a s

v e ry sa cre d by t h e Py th a g ore a n s , a n d wa s t o th em wh a t th e

t e tra g ramma ton wa s t o th e Jews .

TETRAGRAMMATON . (From th e Gre e k T t t n , fo u r, a n d yea h

n a , a l e t t e r .) Th e fou r- l e t t e re d n ame of God in th e He

brew la n g u a g e , wh ich con s is t e d of fou r l e t t e rs , v iz . fljn
'
l
,

common ly , b u t in corre ct ly , p ron ou n ce d J ehova h . As a sym

bol i t g re a t ly p e rva d e d t h e r i t e s of a n t iqu i ty , a n d wa s p e r
h a p s th e e a rl i e s t symbo l corru pt e d by th e Sp u riou s Fre ema
sou ry of th e p a g a n My s t e r ie s .

I t wa s h e ld by th e Je ws in p rofou n d ve n e ra t ion , a n d it s or ig in
su p p os e d t o h a ve be e n by d iv in e re v e la t ion a t th e bu rn in g
bu sh .

Th e word wa s n e ve r p ron ou n ce d , b u t wh e re v e r me t wi th
Ad on a i wa s s u bst it u t e d for i t , wh ich cu s tom wa s d e riv e d
from th e p e rve rt e d re a d in g of a p a s sa g e in t h e Pe n ta t e u ch .

Th e tru e p ron u n cia t ion con s e qu e n t ly wa s u t t e rly los t ; t h is
is e xp la in e d by th e wa n t of vowe l s in th e He brew a lp h a be t ,
so th a t th e t ru e voca l iz a t ion of a word ca n n ot b e l e a rn e d
from th e l e t t e rs of wh i ch i t i s comp os e d .

Th e t ru e p ron u n cia t ion wa s in tru s t e d t o t h e h ig h p r i e st ;
b u t l e s t th e kn ow le d g e of i t Shou ld b e los t by h is s u dd e n

d e a th , i t wa s a lso commu n ica t e d to h is a s s is t a n t ; i t wa s
kn own a l so , p robably , t o th e k in g s of Isra e l .

Th e Ca ba l ists a n d Ta lmu d is t s e n ve lop e d i t i n a ho s t of su p e r
s t it ion s .

I t wa s a lso u s e d by th e Es s e n e s in th e ir s a cre d r i t e s , a n d by
th e Eg yp t ia n s a s a p a ss - word .

Caba l is t i ca l ly re a d a n d p ron ou n ce d , it me a n s th e ma l e a n d

fema le p r in cip l e of n a t u re , th e g e n e ra t ive a n d p ro l ific e u

e rgy of cre a t ion
THAMMUZ . A Syr ia n g od , wh o wa s worsh ip p e d by th os e wome n

of th e He brews wh o h a d fa l l e n in to ido la try . Th e ido l wa s
th e s ame a s th e Ph oe n ic ia n Ad on is , a n d t h e My s t e rie s of t h e
two we re id e n t ica l .

TRAVELLING FREEMASONS . Se e Fre ema son s , Tra ve lli n g .

TRESTLE BOARD . Th e boa rd or t a bl e t on wh i ch th e d e s ig n s of
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th e a rch it e ct a re in scribe d . I t is a symbol of th e mora l law
a s s e t forth i n th e re ve a le d w i l l of God .

Eve ry ma n mu s t h a ve h is t re s t le boa rd , be ca u s e i t i s th e d u ty
of e ve ry ma n to work ou t t h e t a sk wh ich God , t h e ch ie f
Arch i t e ct , h a s a ss ig n e d t o h im.

TR IANGLE . A symbo l of D e ity .

Th is symbo l ism i s fou n d in ma n y of th e a n cie n t re l ig ion s .

Amon g th e Egyp t ia n s i t wa s a symbo l of u n ive rsa l n a t u re , or
of t h e p rot e c t ion of th e world by th e ma le a n d fema l e e n

e rg i e s of cre a t ion .

TR IANGLE , RAD IATED . A t ria n g l e p la ce d w i th in a c 1rcle ofray s .

I n Ch r is t ia n a rt i t i s a symbo l of God ; th e n th e ray s a re

ca l l e d a g lory . Wh e n t h e y su rrou n d t h e tria n g le in th e form
of a circle , th e tria n g l e i s a symbol of th e g lory of God .

Wh e n t h e ray s ema n a t e from th e ce n tre of t h e t ria n g l e , i t
i s a symbo l of d iv in e l ig h t . Th is is th e t ru e form of th e

ma son ic ra d ia t e d tria n g le .

TR ILITERAL NAME . Th is is th e word AUM, wh ich Is t h e in e ffa

ble n ame ofGod amon g t h e H in doos , a n d symbo l iz e s th e

th re e ma n ife s t a t ion s of t h e Brahmin i ca l s u p reme g od , Bra h
ma , S iva , a n d V ish n u . I t wa s n e ve r t o b e p ron ou n ce d
a lou d , a n d wa s a n a log ou s t o th e s a cre d t e tra g ramma t on of

t h e Jews .

TROWEL . On e of th e workin g t ools of a Ma s t e r Ma son . I t i s

a symbo l of brot h e rly lov e .

TRUTH . I t wa s n ot a lwa y s t a u g h t pu bl icly by th e a n ci e n t p h i
losop h e rs to t h e p e op le .

Th e s e a rch for i t i s th e obj e ct of Fre ema son ry . I t is n e ve r
fou n d on e a rth , b u t a s u bs t it u t e for i t is p rovid e d .

TUAPHOLL . A t e rm u s e d by t h e Dru id s t o d e s ig n a t e a n u n h a l
lowe d circu mambu la t ion a rou n d t h e sa cre d ca irn , or a l ta r ,
t h e moveme n t be in g a g a in s t t h e su n , t h a t i s , fromwe s t t o
e a st by t h e n orth , th e ca irn be in g on t h e le ft h a n d of th e c ir
cu mamb u la tor.

TUBAL CAIN . Of t h e va r iou s e tymo log i e s of t h is n ame , on ly
on e i s g ive n in t h e t e xt ; bu t mos t of th e oth e rs in s ome way

id e n t ify h im wi th Vu lca n . We l lsford (Mi thri d a t e s Mi n or,
p . 4) g iv e s a S in g u la r e tymo log y , d e riv in g t h e n ame of t h e

H e brew p a tria rch from t h e d e fin i t e a rt ic l e n , con ve rte d in to
n , or T a n d B a a l

, Lord , ” w i th th e Arabic ka y n ,

“
a bla ck

smith , s o t h a t th e word wou ld t h e n s ig n ify th e lord of t h e
bla cksmith s .

” Ma son ic wri t e rs h a ve , howe ve r , g e n e ra l ly
a dop t e d th e more u su a l d e riva t ion of Ca i n , from a word s ig
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n ify in g p oss es s i on a n d O l ive r d e sca n t s on Tu ba l Ca in a s a

symbo l of wor ld ly p osse ss ion s . As t o th e id e n t ity of V u l

ca n w i th Tu ba l Ca in , we may l e a rn some th in g from th e d e f

in i t ion of t h e offic e s of th e forme r, a s g ive n by Diodoru s

Sicu lu s : “ Vu l ca n wa s t h e firs t fou n d e r of works in iron ,

bra ss , g o ld , s i lv e r , a n d a ll fu s ible me t a l s ; a n d h e t a u g h t

th e u s e s t o wh i ch fi re ca n b e a p p l ie d in t h e a rt s .

”
Se e Ge n

e s is Tu ba l Ca in , a n in s t ru c tor of e ve ry a rt ifi ce r in bra s s
a n d iron .

”

TWENTY - FOUR INCH GAUGE . A two - foot ru l e . On e of th e

workin g - too ls of a n En t e re d Ap p re n t ice , a n d a symbo l of
t ime we l l emp loy e d .

TYPHON . Th e broth e r a n d S lay e r ofOs iris i n th e Eg yp t ia n my
t holog y . As Os ir is wa s a typ e or symbol of th e su n , Ty

p h on wa s th e symbol of w in t e r, wh e n t h e v ig or , h e a t , a n d ,
a s i t we re , l ife of th e s u n a re d e s troy e d , a n d of d a rkn e ss a s
op p ose d to l ig h t .

TYRE . A c i ty of Ph oen i c ia , t h e re s id e n ce ofK in g Hiram, th e

fr i e n d a n d a l ly of So lomon , wh om b e s u p p l ie d w i th me n

a n d ma t e ria ls for th e con stru ct ion of t h e t emp l e .

TYR IAN FREEMASONS . Th e se we re th e membe rs of th e Soc ie ty
of D ion y s ia c Art ifi ce rs , wh o a t th e t ime of th e bu i ld in g Of

Solomon ’

s
o

t emp le flou rish e d a t Ty re . Ma n y of t h em we re
s e n t t o Je ru sa l em by H iram, Kin g of Tyre , to a s s is t Kin g
Solomon in th e con s t ru c t ion of h is t emp l e . Th e re , u n i t in g
w i th th e Jews , wh o h a d on ly a kn owl e dg e of th e sp e cu la t ive
pr in c ip le s of Fre ema son ry , wh i ch h ad be e n t ra n smit t e d to

th em fromNoa h , th rou g h th e p a tr ia rch s , th e Tyria n Fre e
ma son s org a n iz e d th a t combin e d sy s t em of Op e ra t iv e a n d

Sp e cu la tive Ma son ry wh i ch con t in u e d for ma n y ce n t u r i e s ,
u n t i l th e be g in n in g of th e e ig h t e e n th , to ch ara ct e rIz e t h e

in st it u t ion . S e e Dion ys i a c Art ificers .

U

UNION . Th e u n ion of th e ope ra t ive with th e sp e cu la t ive e le

me n t of Fre ema son ry t ook pla ce a t th e bu i ld in g of Kin g
So lomon ’

s t emp le .

UNITY OF GOD . Th is , a s d is t in g u ish e d from th e pa g an d octrin e
of p o ly t h e ism, or a mu lt i tu d e of g od s , i s on e of th e two re

lig iou s t ru t h s t a u g h t in Sp e cu la t ive Ma son ry , th e oth e r be in g
th e immorta l i ty of th e sou l .
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YOD . A H e brew l e t t e r , in form th u s a
, a n d a bou t e qu iva l e n t to

th e En g l ish I or Y. I t i s th e in it ia l l e t t e r of t h e t e tra g ram
ma ton , a n d is Oft e n u s e d , e sp e cia lly e n clos e d w ith in a t ri

a n g le , a s a s u bs t it u t e for, or a n a brid gme n t of, th a t sa cre d
word .

I t is a symbo l of th e l ife -

g iv in g a n d s u st a in in g p owe r of God .

YONI . Amon g th e n a t ion s a n d re l ig ion s of In d ia th e y on i wa s

t h e re p re s e n ta t ion of th e fema l e org a n of g e n e ra t ion , a n d

wa s th e symbo l of t h e p rol ific p owe r of n a t u re . I t i s t h e

same a s th e ct e i s amon g th e Occid e n t a l n a t ion s .

Z

Z ENNAAR . Th e sa cre d g ird l e of th e H in doos . I t is su p p os e d

t o b e th e a n a log u e of th e ma son i c a p ron .

ZOROASTER . A d is t in g u i sh e d p h i losop h e r a n d re forme r , wh os e
d octr in e s w e re p rofe s s e d by th e a n ci e n t Pe rs ia n s . Th e re

lig ion of Zoroa s t e r wa s a d u a l ism, in wh i ch t h e two a n t a g o

n iz in g p rmc ip l e s we re Ormu z d a n d Ah rima n , symbo ls of

Lig h t a n d Da rkn e s s . I t wa s a mod ifica t ion a n d p u r ifica t ion
of th e old fi re - worsh ip , in wh ich t h e fi re be came a symbo l of
th e su n , so t h a t i t wa s re a l ly a Sp e ci e s of su n - worsh ip .

Mith ra s , re p re s e n t in g th e s u n , be come s th e me d ia tor b e
twe e n Ormu z d , or th e p r in c iple ofDarkn e ss , a n d t h e wor ld . 108

0? TH"



RE
“

Ag e n ts wa n ted in a ll p a rts of th e Un i ted Sta te s , a n d
la rg e commi s s ion s g iven .

Cop i e s (y
a
a n y of th efollowing works s e n t by ma i l

, p os ta g e

p rep a i d , on re ce ip t of th e p ri ce n amed .

WORKS OF STANDARD AUTHORITY
ON FREIii- MASONRY .

B Y D R . A . Gr. M A C Ii E Y .

I

A Man u a l Of th e Lod g e ; Or, Mon itori a l In s tru ct ion s in th e De gre e s

of En t e re d Appre n t ice , Fe l low Craft , a n d Ma s t e r Ma son , a rra n g e d in ao

cord a n ce wi th t h e Ame ri can Sy s t em of Le ct u re s ; t o wh ich a re a dd e d t h e

Ce remon ie s of t h e Ord e r of Pa st Ma s t e r, re la t in g t o in st a lla t ion s , d e d ica
t ion s

,
con se cra t ion s , la y in g of corn e r ston e s , &c .

,
850. By ALBERT G. MAC

KEY
,
M. D.

,
Ge n e ra l Gra n d Hig h Pri e s t of t h e Ge n e ra l Gra n d Ch a p t e r of

t h e Un i t e d St a t e s . Au th or OfBook ofCh a pt e r, &c. , On e vol ume , 8v0,
h a n d some ly bou n d in blu e . Price

Th e pre se n t vol ume h a s b e e n wri t t e n to s u pply a d e sid e ra tu m in Ma son ic Li t e ra t u re , n ame ly,
th e me a n s of e n abl i n g th e you n g ma son ,

or t h e re ce n t i n I t Ia t e , more th orou g h ly t o u n d e rs t a n d th e

ce remon i e s th rou g h wh ich h e h a s pa ss e d , a n d to e x t e n d h is re s e a rch e s i n to t h a t su blime sy s t em of

symbol ism, of wh ich i n t h e ord in a ry l e ct u re s of t h e lod g e h e h a s re ce iv e d on ly th e fa in t ou tlin e .

Man y wh o a n xiou sly d e s ire to obta in more l ig h t
”
on t h e obscu re s u bje ct of Ma son ic Symbolism,

a n d wh o wou ld , if poss ible , le a rn more of th e tru e sig n ifica t ion of t h e embl ems a n d a lle g ori e s , a re

e i th e r u nwi llin g or u n a ble to d e vot e t o t h e se obje ct s t h e t ime a n d l a bor re q u i s i t e for pori n g ove r

th e pon d e rou s vol ume s ofma son ic wri t in g s i n wh ich th e se s u bje c t s a re d iscu ss e d .

To s u ch s t u d e n t s a ma n u a l so a rra n g e d a s t o fa cili t a t e i n q u iry , b y maki n g e v e ry e xpla n a t ion
corre spon d , in ord e r of t ime a n d pla ce , wi th t h e re g u la r prog re ss of i n i t ia t ion , mu s t b e of g re a t

va l u e , be ca u s e i ts st u d y i n volv e s n e i th e r a g re a t e xpe n d i t u re of t ime , wh ich ma n y ca n n o t we ll

spa re , n or d oe s i t d ema n d more i n t e lle ct u a l e xe rt ion t h a n a lmos t e v e iy on e i s a ble to be s tow. Th e

a u th or h a s ma d e n o in n ova t ion s, b u t h a s sou g h t to a ccommod a t e th e ord e r ofce remon i e s t o th e sy s
t em ofle ct u re s lon g Sin ce a dop t e d a n d n ow g e n e ra lly pre va il in g in t h is cou n try .

II

Th e BOOK Of th e Ch ap ter Or
,
Mon itor ia l In s t ru ct ion s in th e De

g re e s of Ma rk , Pa st a n d Mos t Exce l l e n t Ma st e r
,
a n d t h e Holy Roya l Arch .

By ALBERT G . MACKEY, M. D.
,
Ge n e ra l Gran d H ig h Prie st of th e Ge n e ral

Gra n d Ch apt e r of t h e Un it e d St a t e s . Gra n d H ig h Prie st of t h e Gra n d
Roya l Arch Ch a p t e r of Sou th Carolin a , &c. ,

&0. On e volume
, 12mo, h an d

some ly bou n d in sca rle t . Price
Ma n y Ma son s , a lth ou gh willi n g , an d in d e e d a n xiou s , a s soon a s th e y a re in i t ia t e d , to l e a rn some

th in g more of th e n a t u re of t h e i n s t i t u t i on i n to wh ich th e y h a v e be e n i n trod u ce d , a n d Of th e me a n

i n g of t h e ce remon i e s th rou g h wh ich th e y h ave pa sse d , a re v e ry oft e n u n a ble , from th e wa n t of

t ime or me a n s
,
t o i n d u lg e th is la u d abl e c u rios i ty . Th e in forma t ion wh ich th e y re q u ire i s to b e

fou n d on ly i n th e pa g e s of va riou s ma son ic tre a t is e s , a n d t o b e a cq u ire d on ly by ca refu l a n d

l aborio u s s t u d y . Books a re n ot a lwa y s a cce ssible , or, if a cce ssible , l e is u re or i n clin a t ion may b e
wa n t in g to in s t i t u t e t h e n e ce s sa ry i n v e s t ig a t ion s .

Bu t a Mon i tor” i s wi th in e v e ry Ma son
’
s re a ch . I t i s th e fi rs t book to wh ich h i s a t t e n t ion i s d i

re ct e d , a n d i s oft e n pla ce d in h is h a n d s by t h e pre sid in g office r, a s a ma n u a l wh ich h e i s re com
me n d e d to s t u dy ; a n d , a ccord in g ly , t h e Mon i tor i s to ma n y a Ma son

, emph a t ica lly h i s va d e me cu m.

B u t u n le ss h e ca n fi n d some th in g more importa n t in i t s pa g e s th a n s u ch works a s t h ose ofWEBB

a n d CROSS con ta i n , h e will scarce ly a ri s e from th e pe ru sa l with i n cre a se d s tore
’

of kn owle d g e .

H i s wa n t i s for more lig h t ,
”
n ot for a re ca pi t u la t ion of wh a t h e h a s a lre a d y h e ard an d s e e n , b u t

for a ra t ion a l e xpla n a t ion oft h e me a n in g of th a t th rou g h wh ich h e h a s pa sse d .



To me e t th i s wa n t , a n d to pla ce in th e h a n d s of e v e ry Roy a l Arch Ma son a book in wh ich h e m
fi n d a l u cid e xpla n a t ion , so fa r a s th e laws of ou r i n s t i t u t ion wi ll pe rmi t , of a ll th a t h a s e xc i t e d
c u riosi ty or a t tra ct e d h is i n t e re s t in t h e Ch a p t e r d e g re e s , a n d a bov e a l l

, t o fu rn i s h a n e l eme n t

tre a t i se ofe a sy compre h e n s ion on th e Symbol ism of Roya l Arch Ma son ry , h ave be e n th e obje ct s
t h e a u th or i n th e p re pa ra t ion of th is work.

111 .

Cryp t ic Masonry . A Man u a l of th e Cou n cil ; orMon i torial In stru ct io

in th e d e g re e s of Roya l a n d Se l e ct Ma st e r wi th a n a d d i t ion a l Se ct ion
t h e Su pe r Exce l l e n t Ma st e r

’
s De g re e . By ALBERT G . MACKEY

,
M .

Au th or of “Le x icon of Fre e -Ma son ry ,

” Ma n u a l of Lod g e , Book of t

Ch apt e r,
”
&c . ,

&c . On e volume
,
12mo. Han d some ly bou n d . Price $ 2.

No s epa ra te Mon i tor of th e Cou n cil De g re e s h a s eve r be fore be e n pu bl ish e d . Th i s vol ume will

fou n d , l ike th e pre ce d i n g Mon i tors b y Dr. Ma ckay , n ot a me re colle ction of script u ra l pa ssa g e s
ch a rg e s to ca n d id a t e s , b u t t o con t a in in forma t ion on poin ts of ma son ic scie n ce a n d h is tory
kn owle d g e of wh ich i s e s s e n t ia lly n e ce ssa ry to a th orou g h compre h e n sion of th e mora l d e sig n a

symboli sm of th e se d e g re e s .

IV .

A Text - Book of Mason ic J u rispru d ence ; ill u stra t in g t

Wri t t e n a n d Unwri t t e n Law of Fre e -Ma son ry . By ALBERT G . MACK
M . D.

,
Au th or of

“
Ma son ic Le x icon ,

” “ Book of Ch apt e r,
” “Ma n u a l

Lodg e ,” &c . On e la rg e 12mo volu me of570pa g e s . Price
CONTENTS : Book I . Fou n d a t ion s of Ma son ic Law. Ch a pt e r 1 . Th e La n dma rks , or th e

wri t te n Law. Ch a p t e r 2. Th e Wri t t e n Law . Book I I . Law re la t in g to Ca n d i d a t e s . Ch

t e r 1 . Th e Q u a l ifica t ion s ofCa n d i d a t e s . Ch a pte r 2. Th e Pe t i t ion ofCa n d i d a t e s . Ch a p te

Ba llot i n g for Ca n d id a t e s. Ch a p t e r 4. Con se q u e n ce s ofReje c t ion . Book III . Re la t in g to

d ivi d u a l Ma son s. Ch a p t e r 1 . OfEn t e re d Appre n t ice s. Ch a p t e r 2. OfFe llow- Cra ft s. Ch

t e r 3. OfMa s te r Ma son s. Ch a pt e r 4. OfPa s t Ma s t e rs . Ch a pt e r 5 . Of u n a ffi lia t e d Ma sc

Book IV . Law re la t in g to Lod g e s . Ch a pt e r 1 . Th e Na t u re of a Lod g e . Ch a pt e r 2.

Rig h t of S u bord in a t e Lod g e s . Ch a pt e r 3 . Th e Offi ce rs of a Lod g e . Ch a pt e r 4 . Ru le sOrd e r. Book V . Law Re la t in g to Gra n d Lod g e s . Ch a p te r 1 . Th e Na t u re ofa Gra n d Lo
Ch a pt e r 2. Th e Powe rs of a Gra n d Lod g e . Ch a pte r 3. Th e Office rs of a Gra n d Loc

Book V I. Ma son ic Crime s a n d Pu n i shme n t s . Ch a p te r 1 . Ma son ic Crime s . Ch a pt e r 2. l

son ic Pu n i shme n t s . Ch apte r 3. Ma son ic Re s tora t ion . Ch a pte r 4. Pe n a l J u risd ict
Ch a pt e r 5 . Ma son ic Tria ls .

Th e re pu ta t ion of th e d i s t in g u i sh e d a u th or i s a s u ffi ci e n t g u ara n te e th a t th i s volu me will
fou n d a n i nva l u a ble work on th e Prin ciple s of Ma son ic Law . I t sh ou ld b e in th e h a n d s of cv

Ma son wh o d e s ire s to b e th orou g h ly in forme d in t h e ju ri spru d e n ce of th e ord er. Th i s work sh e
b e on e of t h e fi rs t pla ce d in every ma son ic libra ry or lod g e

- room.

V .

Mackey
’

s maSOIlIO Ritu a list Or, Mon i toria l In stru ct ion s in t h e

g re e s from En t e re d Appre n t ice t o Se l e ct Ma s t e r. By A . G. MACKEY, M .

Au th or of “Ma n u a l of th e Lodg e ,” Book of t h e Ch a p t e r,” &c.
,
&c . O

h a n d some volume , 32mo. Pocke t e d it ion . Ha n d some ly bou n d in 010

Price Tu cks , g i l t e dg e s . Price
CONTENTS : F i rs t—Compl e t e Mon i toria l In s tru ct ion s of th e Lod g e , wi th a l l th e Ce remon ie s of

Ord e r of Pa s t Ma s t e r, re la t i n g to in s ta lla t ion s , d e d ica t ion s , con se cra t ion s , la y in g of cor

s ton e s , fu n e ra l s e rvice , re g u la t ion s of proce s sion s , &c . a lso th e twen ty
- fi ve La n dma rks

Fre ema son ry , old Ch arg e s an d Ge n e ra l Re g u la t ion s & c . , &c . S econ d —A comple t e Mon i tor

t h e Ch ap te r, wi th a H is tory ofRoy a l Arch Ma son ry , a ll th e Ce remon i e s of t h e Ord e r for C

se cre t ion s , In sta lla t ion s , Ge n e ra l V i si ta t ion s , Form ofProce ss ion s , Con s t i t u t ion a l Ru le s , For
for a ll kin d s ofDocu me n t s for th e Ch a t e r, &c. , &c. Th i rd —AMa n u a l of th e Co u n cil w

t h e Su pe r- Exce lle n t Ma s te r De g re e s , ,
a l fu lly a n d be a u t ifu lly i ll u s tra t e d wi th symbolica l

g ravi n g s , a n d a rra n g e d on t h e a dmira ble pla n wh ich h a sma d e Dr. Ma cKEY
’

s works th e s ta n d )
t h rou g h ou t a l l pa rts of th e Un i t e d St a t e s .

Th e Pu bl i sh e rs d o n ot h e s i ta t e to say to th e Ma son ic pu bl ic th a t th e y will fi n d th is Mon i tor

more comple t e in e ve ry re spe ct t h a n a n y ot h e rwork of th e kin d p u bl ish e d .

P u b l i s h e d b y C L A R K M A Y N A R D ,

N o . 5 B a rcl a y S t re e t , N e w Y ork .
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D I PL OMA S t

Dip loma s e l e g a n t ly e n g rav e d a n d orn ame n t e d wi th b e a u t if
emblema t ic d e si g n s .

If y ou wa n t a be a u t ifu l Diploma , g e t on e ofClark Ma y n a rd
’

s .

Ma ster Ma son . Pa rchme n t
, bou n d in morocco

,
t u ck s. Price

Th e Same . P la t e pa p e r, for framin g . Pri ce 75 ce n t s .

Roya l AI
'

Ch . Parchme n t
, bou n d in morocco

,
t u cks . Price

Th e Same . Pla t e pa pe r, for framin g . Price 75 ce n ts .

Roy a l a n d Se lect Ma sters . Pa rchme n t
, bou n d in morocco,

Price

Kn igh ts Temp lar. Pa rchme n t , bou n d in morocco, t u cks . Price

Th e Same . Pla t e p a p e r for framin g . Price 75 ce n ts.

Ma ster M3 50“ a n d Roya l APCh . Bou n d in morocco
, on e

Price

Ma ster Ma son , Roya l Arch , a n d Temp lar. Bou n d i

rocco
,
on e t u ck . Price

Ma ster Ma son ,
Roy a l Arch an d Se lect Ma sters,

Kn i g h ts Temp lar. Bou n d in morocco
,
on e t u ck.

Pri ce

Ma ster Ma son Dimits . Prin t e d on ban k n ot e pa pe r. Price p e

Roy a l Arch Dimits . Prin t e d on ba n k n ot e pa pe r. Price p e r doz .

CLARK 83 MAYNARD ke e p a comple t e stock of a ll th e Ma son i c V i
p u bl ish e d in th e Un i t e d St a t e s , wh ich th e y can a lway s su pply a t th e p u blis
price s .

Address

CLARK at MAYNARD , Pu b l i sh e r

5 B a rcla y S t re e t
,


